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RECENT BOOKS
A History of the Oundle Schools by William George Walker (printed for the Grocers'
Company by Hazell Watson & Viney, Ltd. London).
The Story of Clipston Grammar School, Northamptonshire, by Sir Gyles Isham, Bart.
(printed by Green & Co., Market Harborough).
These are two very welcome additions to local history which differ considerably in scope.
Mr. Walker's is indeed a magnu~ opus, both in quality and quantity, running to 748 pages, produced to celebrate a quarter centenary, which will long be a definitive history of the Oundle Schools
and a standard work of national importance in its genre. Sir Gyles Isham's pamphlet ·is of 54
pages, expanded from a lecture to a Women's Institute, but makes another valuable and characteristic contribution to local history.
Mr. Walker's work is more than a labour of love for a school which he served for 115 terms
as Assistant Master. His enormous canvas is a masterpiece of its kind, depicting vividly the
vicissitudes of ideas on education, the impact of personalities, the stresses of changing times
and circumstances, the forging of new traditions, particularly that pioneering and almost
crusading spirit that made Oundle a prototype in educational theory and practice, revitalising
the public school system without discarding the classical tradition, and infusing into secondary
education generally much that is modem and progressive.
. The story starts with a religious gild converted into a free school with almshouses under
the aegis of Sir William Laxton, bedevilled by early family quarrels and litigation, until it was
taken over by the Grocers' Company, with a very lively record of ups and downs, (including such
timeless comments as "a master's stipend is usually below envy"), varying largely with the
fortunes of the Company, and reaching a nadir when Bullen in 1796 took over the school with
no boys. There is a fascinating record of the "town v. gown" feeling that arose through the
expansion of the boarding siqe, culminating in a historic law-suit and the eventual division of
the School in Reade's time-Oundle School and Sir William Laxton's Grammar School. The
Royal Charter, granted in 1930, significantly gives the date of Oundle's foundation as 1876.
Possibly the finest part of the book is the two chapters on the great Sanderson-"the years
of conflict" (1892-1900), and "the years of achievement" (1901-1922). Here is a sound historical
record, seasoned with criticism, appreciation ·without adulation. The situation and the approach
to it were grim: "I have been surprised to find that the Assistant Masters, with hardly an exception,.
have no idea of what hard work means . . . . It will undoubtedly take ' some time to infuse a
spirit of work throughout the school." His drive was at first ruthless, often unjust, but he was
a successful revolutionary who built up a great School, great in .all senses (he contemplated
having 1,000 boys). "Learning by doing" and fearless experiment swept away a lot of cobwebs
from the national education system . . Sanderson was sometime~ too much of a . tornado· rather
than a new broom, yet, all things considered, a seer and prophet who died in harness, with the
satisfaction of seeing his visions become facts.
Mr . Walker carries on the story of sustained achievement to the retirement and death of Dr.
Fisher in 1945. It is a remarkably frank and fair history, laced with humour. The author's
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industry and scholarship are impressive without being oppressive. His thoroughness leaves little
hope for future gleaners, but it is a pity that there are few reliable signposts in this vast quarry
of information: the index is niiserably incomplete and inadequate, depriving a book of this size
and type of much of its usefulness. Nor has the difficult problem of avoiding footnotes as much
as possible always been happily resolved. Otherwise this is indeed a model history of its kind,
full of fascinating detail, character studies, and the candid unfolding and explaining of developments over the centuries.
Sir Gyles Isham's vignette is of Sir George Buswell's foundation in 1667 of Clipston School
and Hospital, which has less scope, but the same sort of background of a disputed will and quarrels .
over management and administration. For over two hundred years the Ishams were trustees,
and Sir Gyles has made able and interesting use of family records and other hitherto unpublished
material to give a coherent history down to the School's restoration and re-opening in 1928.
E.G.F.

Michael Rysbrack, Sculptor, by M. 1. Webb.

(Cou~try

Life, 42/- net).
Michael Rysbrack is less well-known than his contemporary Roubiliac, and he has certainly
been less generally appreciated. Of the three foreign sculptors who practised in England during
the first half of the 18th century , and secured most of the commissions, Rysbrack has lacked a
biographer, although there is no ' full-scale biography either of Roubiliac or of Scheemakers, the
other Flemish sculptor who rivalled Rysbrack in the magnitude of his practice but scarcely
in his skill.
Mrs. Webb's biography is complete, readable and extremely well illustrated. She makes
the point that Rysbrack practised at a time when por:traitpainting was at rather a low ebb in
England, so that the sculptors supplied what the portrait painter could not, a really good likeness.
Opposite page 38 Mrs. Webb illustrates a painting by J. N. Williams of James Gibbs, the most
gifted English architect of his day. This ' is a compe~ent but very uninspiring piece of work. Next
to that she places the marble bust of Gibbs by Rysbrack in St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, Gibbs'
famous London Church. This is a bust of a man of genius ..
Northamptonshire is not particularly rich in Rysbrack's work, and there is nothing to
-compare with Roubiliac's sculpture at Warkton. Stoke Doyle Church contains the best of his
monuments in the county in the figure of Chief-Baron Ward. This is a charming-and littleknown 18th century church, where the baroque figure of the Judge seems completely in place.
There are busts of the Palmers at Ecton church, and Ecton Vicarage has an excellent Rys brack
bust of Archdeacon Paimer. There is a terra-cotta bust of Van Dyck at Althorp. This completes
the local list so far as is known, but it is possible that there are other works by him awaiting
discovery in the county.
As Mrs. Webb would be the first to admit, it .was Mrs. Esdaile's pioneering spirit which
first drew attention to the sculptors of the 17th and 18th centuries whom the Gothic enthusiasm
of the Victorian age had consigned to oblivion. It is to be hoped that some of the other sculptors
will find biographers as painstaking and interesting as Mrs. Webb.
G.!.
The Medieval Floor Tiles of Leicestershire by Norma R. Whitcomb, B.A. (The Leicestershire
Archaeological and Histodcal Society, 1956. Price 25s.).

This attractively produced volume consists of an introductory study of medieval floor tiles
in Leicestershire and an exhaustive catalogue of extant floor tiles of the period in the County.
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Miss Whitcomb reviews the eight groups of decorated tiles which can be recognised in the County
,and assesses their chronological and geographical significance. Special attention is paid to the
fourteenth century inlaid tiles of Warwickshire and Nottinghamshire type and five sites with
floors of these tiles are described. Four of them are illustrated diagramatically. The distinctive
Burton Lazars tiles are dated"for the first time-to the fifteenth century. The interesting experiment of petrological examination of the fabric of a small number of tiles to determine their
origin, though inconclusive, is worth further investigation.
The main portion of the volume is an illustrated catalogue of some 260 tile designs from
Leicestershire. Full descriptions of the size, glaze, fabric and o~her features of each design
supplement the illustrations, together with parallels and references from .sites other than in
Leicestershire. The drawings are careful and the logical arrangement of ·the descriptive text,
together with an index of tiles_listed under counties, makes the catalogue easy to handle. A
distribution map of tiles in the County, distinguished by their date and not by their type, is
included, but the reader is left to draw his own conclusions from it.
Miss Whitcomb is to be congratulated on having produced a scholarly corpus of Leicestershire medieval tiles which no student of the subject in any part of the country can afford to
neglect. In addition the chronological assessment of these tiles will be of inestimable value to
excavators of medieval ecclesiastical sites.
A.W.
Footplate and Signal Cabin by Norman Marlow. (George Allen and Unwin, 20/-).
An interest in railway engines is natural to boys and, despite swifter forms of locomotion,
seems to have held its appeal. But it cannot be often that the passionate interest of a boy in engines
has been prolonged into what Mr. Marlow calls the continuing spell of the railway enthusiast.
The enthusiasm is the more unexpected in one who has followed the calling of a teacher of
Classics.
Mr. Marlow's interest is not only in engines and their working, but in the men who. work
them and contribute to their passage. No one can read this book without having more interest
in railway trains, and, in future, when I see a small boy making notes on passing engines, 1 shall
wonder whether he will ever know as much as Mr. Marlow. For the Northamptonshire reader
the book is of particular interest since Mr. Marlow's childhood was spent at Desborough, and
the old Midland line is studied in detail.
Books are sometimes advertised by their publishers as 'for boys of all ·ages.' Messrs. Alien
and U nwin are more modest in their claims, but for once, the claim could have been truly made.
G.l.

Reminiscences of Bert Drage. (David G~,een, Kettering, 1956).

"1 have had a grand life-more hunting than any man living. 1 should think," exclaims Mr.
Drage on the first page of his 'book-(68 years of it, in fact). This racy, pithily expressed account
of a life, at least 99.9% of which has been devoted to THE HORSE, will not only be of interest to
the sporting world whose pleasures Mr. Drage in such great measure shared and enhanced. For
the social historian it is a lively morsel of a day that has vanished, when in Northamptonshire
hunting was a great industry, on ·a level with shoe-making in the towns.
Mr. Drage gives ~s glimpses of departed heroes of the chase-of "Bay" Middleton, Lord
Annaly, Lady Frederick, the Red Earl Spencer, one-time Master of the Pytchley, of whom there
is, '3lllong many illustrations, an excellent ' photograph. The other day, we hear, Mr. Drage
celebrated his 90th birthday. Congratulations, Mr. Drage, your very good health and thank
you for your book.
J. w.
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DRYDEN

THE death at Oxford on 4th February last of
Mrs. John Marcon at the age of 89 has removed one
of the former personalities of Northamptonshire,
who earned fo'r herself a modest but well-deserved
niche in the long gallery of our county antiquaries
and historians. She was Alice, only child of Sir
Henry Dryden, 7th baronet, of Canons Ashby,
himself a distinguished antiquary and a great local
"character," well-remembered by the present writer.
He was High Sheriff in 1844, the year Queen Victoria
and Prince Albert visited Northampton, and rode
behind their carriage all the way from Northampton
to Burghley House, before the local railways existed.
Sir Henry was also one of the founders of Northampton Museum.
His daughter inherited his .scholarly tastes,
although only receiving the smattering of education
Alice Dryden, c. 1890
in those days considered sufficient, for the daughters
of the squirearchy. However, she thoroughly agreed with a distinguished woman friend of hers,
who said: "We were educated at our fathers' tables." She spent the first thirty-three years of her
life at Canons Ashby, that most lovely of Northamptonshire homes in perhaps the most beautiful
corner of the County. She was a keen follower of the Grafton Hounds and always interested in
racing, but gradually more serious interests developed and she founded and was Hon. Secretary
of the Northamptonshire Home Arts and Industries Association, which for many years held
exhibitions in various parts of the County.
Possibly as the result of the intimacy thus acquired with the beautiful pillow-lace of
Northamptonshire, she, with her friend, Miss Margaret Jourdain, revised, partly re-wrote,
enlarg.ed and edited Mrs. Bury Palliser's History of Lace, the standard work on the subject. The
book was published in 1902, and among the additional matter, is an interesting account of the
village lace-school at Spratton. A few years later she did a little book-Church Embroidery-in
the Rev. P. Dearmer's "Arts of the Church" series, which is a learned and succinct summary of
the subject.
While still at home Alice Dryden's favourite hobby was photography, pursued in a
thorough and systematic fashion. She made a photographic survey of many of the villages of the
County, driving herself from place to place in a dog-cart. She also wrote a descriptive handbook
of the Great Central Railway, then under construction and which passed through Woodford
Halse, the next parish to Canons Ashby. Her work on this book first brought her into touch
with Margaret Jourdain.
After her father's death in 1899 (her mother had died some years earlier), Alice was forced
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to tear herself from the beloved home, and lived for a few years at Bradford-on-Avon, in London,
and near Oxford, eventually settling at Boar's Hill. These were years of great literary activity,

A

DROVER'S LAD AT CANONS ASHBY

c. 1894

Rhotograph by Alice Dryden

during which she edited, with much skill and discrimination, Memorials of Old Northamptonshire
(1903), a book which she claimed "does not encroach upon the "provinces of the county history
or guide-book, but which seeks to illustrate certain objects of interest and association." (These
are" of course exactly the lines which Northamptonshire Past and Present endeavours to follow).
This was followed by Memorials of Old Wiltshire (1906), and similar volumes for Warwickshire
(1908) and Leicestershire (1911). She herself contributeq articles to all these books, and one on
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Honiton Lace to the Old Devonshire volume. She also wrote the chapter on Northamptonshire
in The Counties of England (vol. I, 1912), as well as articles in Country Life and other periodicals.
But her magnum opus was The Art of Hunting, or Three Hunting MSS., which comprised in one
volume three medieval manuscripts:
.
(1)

a revised edition of her father's edition of "The Art of Hunting," by William Twici,
huntsman to King Edward II.
(2) "The Craft of Venery."
(3) a translation of "La Chasse du Cerf."

This appeared in 1908, and was printed at the Old Swan Yard Works, Northampton, by
William Mark.
Alice's very happy marriage to Mr. John Marcon took place in 1913. They lived at Highclere, Berks, until his death in 1928. In 1919 she had contracted infantile paralysis, which left
her a cripple, only able to hobble slowly from room to room for the rest of her life. The twentysix years of her widowhood were spent at 7 Hamilton Road, Oxford, where her' chief interest was
her garden. Her great intelligence, entertaining conversation, her sometimes caustic humour,
and keen interest in the present as well as in the past, ensured her a constant supply of visitors.
She had a few devoted and life-long friends and relations, who came to her help when she was
in trouble. SittiI).g in her chair by the fire in her last years, as I used to see her on my visits to
Oxford, she became strikingly like her father. There was nothing she enjoyed so much as a good
gossip about the old days, and it was, I think, true, as her friend Lady Beaumont wrote to me
after her death, .that great as was the span of years since she had left it, "her heart was always
J.W.
in Northamptonshire."

QUEEN ELIZABETH

I's

SHEETS

Mary Nicholls, the spinster sister of Sir Edward Nicholls, 2nd Bart. of Faxton
and Hardwicke, Northants., in her will dated July 30th, 1674, and proved in 1678, left
"To my brother my grandmother Semors sheets she had of the Queene." Her grandfather was Francis Nicholls, governor of Tilbury Fort in 1588. His wife was Anne,
daughter of David Seymour Esquire. 1588 was the year of the Armada, when Queen
Elizabeth went to Tilbury to inspect the troops drawn up to resist the expected invasion.
It was perhaps on this historic occasion that she gave the sheets to the Governor's wife.
If so, it is a remarkable tribute to their quality that they should have been in a fit state
G.!.
to bequeath in a will drawn up eighty-six years later!

"The historian's occupational disease: inability to stop researching". Brian
Inglis in the Spectator of October 19th, 1956.
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CLERICAL CHARACTER

Whe~. the London and Birmingham Railway (later the L.N.W.R., later still the L.M.S.,
and now part of "British Railways") was under construction, passengers from London to the
north had to transfer themselves and luggage to horse-drawn coaches at Denbigh Hall, a few
miles south of Wolverton, and proceed by road as far as Rugby where they rejoined the train.
What must have been one of the earliest railway guide-books was published in 1838. It was by
Arthur Freeling and was entitled The London and Birmingham Railway Companion, and a very
entertaining companion it was, as the following extract, headed "Luncheon v. Sermon", will
shew:"As we descend the hill into Stony Stratford, we perceive Passenham on our left;
it may be distinguished by the tower of its church. The population of this parish is 828,
principally rural ... The present incumbent is Loraine Smith, of sporting notoriety,
about whom very many singular tales are told, which are indeed almost too extraordinary
to be recorded. As a specimen, we shall only give one, which appears not very improbable, and which shows that if not a very spiritual parson, he is at any rate a very
hospitable man.
One morning, on coming to church on a bitterly cold day, he found that his
usually not very large congregation was limited to some seven or eight persons; and
having, it would appear, no very great opinion of the benefit to be derived from a
sermon under such circumstances, he addressed the parties to the purport that if they
would step up to his house, they should have a good luncheon of ale and beef, which
would do their bodies more good than he could do their souls on such a wet
morning. The on dit asserts, that they took his advice, and had the benefit of his kitchen,
for the loss of his sermon.
The sporting anecdotes of this gentleman would fill a volume; but as they are
far more creditable to the sportsman than to the clergyman, we must withhold them;
hoping, as he is now in possession of his family property, that he will enter upon the
station in society, viz: that of a country gentleman, which he is so eminently qualified to
adorn. A more liberal man, a kinder heart, and complete gentleman (when he pleases),
does not exist among the squirearchy; but certainly nature never intended him to be
a clergyman."
Rector of Passenham he remained, however, until his death nearly twenty years later
(1857) at the age of 73. When on his death-bed, he was visited by three Dukes (presumably
those of Grafton, Buckingham, and Bedford), which is said to have given him great satisfaction.
His grand-daughters, the Misses Bevan of Spratton House, whom many still remember with
affection, inherited his passion for fox-hunting .
I

•
NORTHAMPTbNSHIRE PROVERB
Northamptonshire,-more spites, more 'haughtiness, and less hospitality than
any other county in England.
CC A. MARKHAM, Northamptonshire Proverbs).
OLD NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RHYME
Doddington dovecote,
Wilby hen,
Irthlingborough ploughboys,
And Wellingborough men.
Note: "Wilby hen" refers to the hen on the weathervane of the Church tower.
(C. A. MARKHAM, Op. cit.)
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THE PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY
are on sale at the following prices to members and non-members.
(It is possible in some cases to supply seco'f}d-hand copies of out-of-print volumes).
Please apply to the Hon. Secretary.

Vol. I

"Quarter Sessions Records of the County of Northampton, A.D.1630, 1657,
1657-8." Edited by Joan Wake. Introduction by S. A. Peyton. £1.1.0, £1.5.0.
Volume for 1921-22. (Out of Print).

Vol. II

"The Book of Fees of Henry of Pytchley." (1086-1415). Edited by W. T.
Mellows. £1.10.0, £1.17.6. Volume for. 1923-24.

Vol. III

"Musters, Beacons, Subsidies, etc., in the County of Northampton, 1586-1623." Edited by Joan Wake. Introduction by John E. Morris. £1.1.0, £1.5.0.
V~lume for 1925. (Out of Print).

Vol. IV

"Facsimilies of Early Charters from Northamptonshire Collections."
Edited by F. M. Stenton. £1.10.0, £1.17.6. Volume for 1926-27.

Vol. V

"The Earliest Northamptonshire Assize Rolls, A.D. 1202 and 1203." Edited
by Doris M. Stenton. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1928-29.

Vol. VI

"Kettering Vestry Minutes." Edited by S. A. Peyton. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume
for 1930-31.

Vol. VII

"The Montagu Musters Book, A.D. 1602-1623." Edited by Joan Wake. £1.1.0,
£1.5.0. Volume for 1932-33 . .

Vol. VIII

"Wetlingborough Manorial Accounts, A.D. 1258-1323." Edited by Frances
M. Page. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1934-35. (Out of Print).

. Vol. IX

"Peterborough Local Administration. Guild Charters and Churchwardens'
Accounts, A.D. 1100-1572." Edited by W. T. Mellows. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume
for 1937.

Vol. X

"Peterborough Local Administration. Feoffees' Accounts, A.D. 16141674." Edited by W. T. Mellows. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Vol~me for 1936.

Vol. XI

"Sessions Rolls of Northamptonshire Supervisors and Keepers of the
Peace, A.D. 1314-1320." Edited by Marguerite Gollancz. £1.1.0, £l.5.0.
Volume for 1938.

Vol. XII

"The Last Days of Peterborough Monastery." Edited by W. T. Mellows.
£l.1.0, £l.5.0. Volume for 1940.

Vol. XIII

"The Foundation of Peterborough Cathedral, A.D. 1541." Edited by W. T.
Mellows. £l.l.0, £l.5.0. Volume for 1939. (Out of Print).

Vol. XIV

"A Descriptive List of the Printed Maps of Northamptonshire, A.D. 1576
-1900." By Harold Whitaker. £1.l.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1947.
[Continued on next
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[Public ations continued]

"Sir Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals." Edited by Lewis C. Loyd and Doris
Mary Stenton. A few copies of this important book are on sale to members only, at
.
:.:the special price of £3.3.0. Volume for 1941-42.
"The Book of William Morton, Almoner of Peterborough Monastery,
Vol. XVI
1448-1467." Edited by P. I. King and C. N. L. Brooke. (This is an "Anthony
Mellows Memorial" Volume). £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1952-53.
"The Correspondence of Bishop Brian Duppa and Sir Justinian Isham,
Vol. XVII
1650-1660." Edited by SIr Gyles Isham, Bart., with a preface by Sir George
Clark. £1.5.0, £1.10.0. Volume for 1950-51.
Vol. XVIII "Elizabethan Peterborough." Edited with an Introduction by W. T. Mellows
and Daphne H. Gifford. (An "Anthony Mellows Memorial" Volume). £1.1.0,
£1.5.0. Volume for 1943-44.
Vol. XIX
"The Wealth of Five' Northamptonshire Families, 1540-1640," by Mary E.
Finch, with an Introduction by Professor H. J. Habakkuk. £1.5.0, £1.10.0. Volume
for 1954-55.
"Northamptonshire and Rutland Clergy, A.D. 1500-1900," with Corrigenda
and Addenda to 1930, by Henry Isham Longden. With complete Indexes of Persons,
Places and Subjects and Biographies of over 14,000 Clergy. In Sixteen Volumes
bound as Six for Twelve Guineas (£12.12.0) the Set.

Vol. XV
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THE TRUE TEST IS
ON YOUR FEET

IT'S THE QUALITY OF
LEATHER

THAT TELLS

