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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MEMORIES

THE editor has asked me for reminiscences of Northamptonshire. I am in my runety-first year
and my memory (except for what has occurred lately) is still good. Moreover, there were two
periods in which I had exceptional opportunities of observing men and things in nearly all parts
of the county except the Soke. In both, journalism was my base of observation: in the 1880's
as a reporter on the staff of the Northampton Mercury 'and, twenty years later, as editor of the
same paper and its evening satellite. Putting first what I know best, I will begin with the development of the local press. And here, to make the story plain, I must in a paragraph or two look back
beyond the reach of memory.
The Mercury, founded in 1720, is one of the oldest English newspapers.l There were
newspapers at Worcester, Stamford, and Leeds before the Northampton Mercury appeared,
but in none of those cases was regular publication unbroken. Our Mercury may rightly claim
the longest cohtinuous issue of any newspaper.2, It was published by one family, the Diceys, for
165 years. For ten years they occupied premises in George Row, next to the George Hotel/ and
for 169 years the paper w~s printed in the old building4 in the Parade on the north side of the
Market Square, where I began my training in 1881. During most of that time it preserved a
monopoly position in an area which in some directions extend~d far beyond the county. As it
took no side in politics it appealed equally to all who then read newspap~rs : that is, to the
families in great houses, to squires and parsons, the more intelligent farmers, and the rising
urban midd1e:.. class. It was the only paper in which they could advertise, and for a long time
provided the only general printing works.
That enviable position was lost in 1831. The proprietor then, T. E. Dicey, was of a new
,
type. His predecessors had been shrewd and successful traders; T. E., a Senior Wrangler and
a good man of business, was profoundly religious and developed a strong sense of public duty.
It must have been with his eyes open that he sacrificed the Mercury's valuable monopoly. When,
in 1831, it supported the Whig Reform Bill, the Tory leaders in the county founded and for
many years financed th~ Northampton Herald. s Other competitors soon appeared in smaller
towns within the circ1l1ation 'area. The Mercury's second century brought frustrations and crises.
The Diceys became absentees. For forty years up to his death in 1871, the editor was
George James de Wilde, son of a theatrical portrait painter whose works are still occasionally
sold, and father of the de Wilde who, as a church architect, did distinguished work in the Peterborough diocese. He was an accomplished editor with two first-class intellects always available
1 There are two short histories of the Northampton
Mercury: (1) by , Arthur Adcock (1891); (2) by
W. W. Hadley, (1920), both published by the
Mercury Press.
2 This is proved by its files in the British Museum
and in Northampton Public Library. The set at
Northampton, given by Professor A. V. Dicey, is to
a considerable extent indexed; and this, of course,
adds greatly to its value.
3 The George was demolished in 1921, and Lloyds
Bank now stands on the site.
4 The site is now occupied by the Arcade. There

were two shops between the Mercury Office and the
then corner of Newland. The large square garden at
the back of the office had gone out of cultivation.
S The
Herald was founded by Sir Charles
Knightley of Fawsley, William Cartwright, the
Squire of Aynhoe, Sir Robert Gunning of Horton,
and William Wills, the Squire of Astrop, in 1831,
for the advocation of "High Tory politics." The
deeds and papers relating to its foundation are in
the Knightley Collection at the Northants Record
Office.
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for consultation. I say two, because T. E. Dicey had married a daughter of J ames Stephen, one
of Wilberforce's chief collaborators in the anti-slavery movement. From him sprang generations
of intellecty.als, and Mrs. Dicey was one of them. Leslie Stephen, the author, and FitzJames
Stephen, the judge, were her nephews. She died in 1879, having owned the paper during twenty
years of widowhood.
Through those two decades two of her sons were in turn what would now be called editorin-chief. Both a~e no doubt remembered by some of my readers. The first was Edward, one of
the ablest London journalists of his time. He helped to make the reputation of the Daily
Telegraph, was editor of the Daily News for a short time and of the Observer for many years.
Professor A. V. Dicey, who succeeded him in control of the Mercury, was the highest academic
authority on English constitutional law.
I remember the Professor well, for he was frequently in Northampton ·during my early
years there, wrote the chief leading article every week and took charge of the paper during the
editor's absence. All his life he suffered from a muscular disability which made his walk a shamble
and his handwriting (when his secretary was off duty, for only then did we see it) the most
illegible I ever tried to decipher. But the leaders which came from Oxford every Friday morning
were of a quality that has never been equalled in the local Press since his day. I am the only
survivor of those who received his farewell message when, in 1885-he being an old man and
the last of his family-the Mercury was sold to S. S. Campion. 6
This ended a feud that had bedevilled the position of the Liberal Press in Northamptonshire
for many years. When J. G. de Wilde died the paper's chief reporter was Campion, then a young
man. He very much desired the editorship and, when it was given to another he started the
Radical Guardian which was sold for a penny while the two other papers remained at twopence.
Gossip said he was the victim of religious intolerance. The Diceys were Church folk; there
was a "Mercury pew" in All Saints Church ; and Campion ~as rejected, we were told, because
he was a Nonconformist. This was, I am sure, an idle tale. The reason for the app~intment of
D. A. Peachey-my first editor-was that his political and general outlook coincided with
the Diceys'.
Campion was a first-rate reporter and a pungent political writer, but he had some weak.;.
nesses as an editor and was not a good newspaper manager. Early in 1880 when political feeling
was running high, he founded an evening paper, the Mail. The piceys at once replied with
the Daily Reporter (afterwards the Daily Echo), and the Chronicle came from the Herald office
a week later. Three evening papers in a town with less than 50,000 people! They could .not
all live, and the Mail died within a year.
The Herald, by this time substantially prosperous, was owned by three successive Butterfields, the first of whom acquired it, I believe, from Sir Rainald Knightley. J ames the father,
Henry the son, and Cleveland the gtandson-I knew them all. They were alike in being industrious and successful business men and in never acquiring even modest distinction as
journalists. This was reflected in the staff and, of course, in the news columns. Reporters of
quality rarely stayed long. One in my early time was Robert "Donald, a young Scotsman, who
halted in Northampton for a few months on his way to London where he won fame as editor
of the Daily Chronicle. Qne other deserves honourable mention. It was a Herald reporter,
6

Samuel Smith Campion. He died in 1938, aged 90.
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.G. W. E. Stone, afterwards a Worcester editor, who recited whole pages of Paradise Lost to me
as we sat on a five-barred gate at a ploughing match on the Rudand border.
The reporter who was best known throughout the county, W. F. Skinner, was of a different
class. He had little education and no cultural interests, but was of imposing physical presence
and a gusto that attracted attention everywhere : he was much better known than the proprietor
who paid his modest salary. From morning till night he was a. great beer drinker but never touched
.spirits before the day's work was done. I remember him as a man of character and a tender heart.
We both attended a series of big Temperance meetings and every night he wept copiously as
the evils of strong drink were emotionally exposed. His colleague, C. M . .Purvis, was a fanatical
teetotaller whose racing notes and tips were far more influential than politics in building up the
Chronic~e' s circulation.
One of my early recollections is of a few lively young Radicals who exercised their wits in
trying to bring the Chronicle into ridicule. This was attempted and occasionally done by short
contributions, either in prose or verse, which contained some offensive vulgarity that, it was
hoped, would not be discovered before publication. One was a letter from Hookey Walker (I
think that was the name) who, giving an Oxford College as his address, reported a recent find
of Roman reIl1ains at Brixworth. One article was particularly described and the "Latinn quotation
on its rim quoted. When the words were properly spaced this became a description in naked
Saxon of a common domestic utensil. "It looked like Latin", pleaded the man who passed the
letter to the printers. A young solicitor sent in a poem that, at first reading, appeared to be a
contribution which a Conservative paper might welcome from a political opponent. It didn't
go through the whole ,o f the day's issue, for the initial letters in each line, read from top to
bottom were soon found to be an insolent affront to Henry Butterfield.
I cannot remember that any such vulgarities got into the Mercury or its evening. offshoot
under eJther the Diceys or Campion. On the management side they were inferior to the Butterfields. The Diceys, being absentees, had no close knowledge of the declining business organisation : their chief concern was for the paper's character, public spirit, and honourable dealing.
These were deep-rooted and persisted after their ownership had ceased. Campion, in turn, was
a cultured man who knew good writing from bad and helped to makes some excellent journalists.
In my first period there the liveliest reporter was Ernest Scott. He was versatile, wrote
with distinction and his best work was talked about. There was one occasion, indeed, on which
it led to violence. An actor who was incensed by Scott's criticism called at the office and there
was an exciting scene in which the staff's athlete, Arthur Croxton Smith, appeared in the nick
of time and deposited the visitor on the Parade side-path. Smith afterwards had a long and
successful career as a writer about dogs. Scott went to Australia as a journalist, made a great
reputation there and became Professor of History in Melbourne University. (His first wife was
a daughter of Annie Besant). Two others who were colleagues of Scott in 1885-6 were Leonard
Rees and myself. Rees was editor .of The Sunday Times for thirty years, and I, who succeeded
him in that position, for nearly twenty.
The Campion proprietorship lasted about twenty years. There were at first some signs of
new enterprise. The evening paper Was brightened ; the ' Mercury was freed from competition
except from the Herald. This meant killing two penny papers, Campion's Guardian and the
Dicey's Weekry Reporter. Bernard Campion, ardent and energetic, joined his father as assistant
editor but soon left journalism for a successful career at the Bar. Then it was that the circulation
of the Chronicle began to shoot ahead most sharply. The Butterfields were at their office early
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and late : their managerial 'direction, plodding and unseen, was never relaxed. Campion was not .
a practical man on the business side. Nor did he give full editorial service to his papers. He had
become a very busy public man. No one in the town did more public work ; and by 1905 he
had decided. to give his whole time to it.
The Mercury and its associated papers were then bought by a company in which the Spencers
were for some years the chief shareholders. Ryland Adkins7 was the first chairman; A. E. Marlow8
and Edward Lewis9 were his successors. Other directors included Harry Manfield 10 and, after
him, his brother James. l l Arthur Adco~k,12 the chief of Campion's staff, was appointed editor
and held the position until 1908 when he was succeeded by the present writer. It is not for me
to pass judgment on my own happy and exhilarating work, though I ought to confess that at
the end of it the Chronicle's circulation was still much the larger. The Kettering papers were
doing well on their side of the county and it became obvious that the remainder of the circulation
area could not adequately support two evening papers, the cost of producing which was
steadily rising.
Cleveland Butterfield occasionally expressed a strong desire to acquire the Mercury Company.
I always replied that it was he who would be bought out, though I was not able to bring that about.
After fifteen years I was tired ; it was-really it was I-as a rest cure, that at fifty-eight, I joined
the political staff of the London Daily Chronicle. Mr. Francis Graves succeeded me in
Northampton.
As the 'only person now living who knows the whole story perhaps I ought to report the
stFange proceedings that led to all the Northampton papers being gobbled by a London syndicate.
I remained a director of the Mercury Company for six years after removing to London. The
largest shareholders then were Edward Lewis and his brother Thomas. Though willing to leave
their money, 'or part of it, in the business, they thought the controlling interest should be held
by someone with practical knowledge of newspaper management. They asked me early in 1929
if I could find such a man, one who would maintain the Liberal character of the papers. I did
find him. He was Sir Charles Starmer, head of what was called the Starmer Group of daily and
weekly papers, largely o~ned by the Rowntrees.
Starmer was willing to buy but only if he could also acquire the Conservative papers and
bring about a merger. He saw Cleveland Butterfield and found him ready to sell at the price
tentatively offered. It was the eve of a general election in which Starmer was a candidate ; and
they agreed to meet a t;l1onth later to complete the transaction .
. A few days before the month was up, ,Butterfield heard gossip that the Mercury Company
had been bought by Mr. William Harrison, whose newspaper deals were then notorious. It was
untrue : such a sale had not been suggested on one side or the other, directly or indirectly. But
Butterfield believed it. Mraid of being left in the lurch, he saw Mr. Harrlson (who had previously
7 Sir Ryland Adkins, Kt., K.C., of Northampton,
(1862-1925) Chairman of Northants County Council
from 1920 to 1925.
8 A. E. Marlow, (1870-1922), shoe manufacturer,
son of John Marlow, founder of the firm of John
Marlow & Sons, Northampton.
9 Edward Lewis, (1861-1927), shoe manufacturer
and founder of the firm of C. & E. Lewis of
Northampton.
10 Harry Manfield, (1855-1923), son of Sir M. P.

Manfie1d, M.P. for Mid-Northants, 1906-1918.
Partner in Manfield & Sons.
11 J ames
Manfie1d, younger brother of Harry
Manfield, and. also partner in Manfie1d & Sons.
Died aged 69 in 1925. First chairman and hon.
treasurer of the Northants Record Society.
12 Arthur Adcock, editor, for the six years of its
existence, of the Northamptonshire County Magazine
(1928-1933). He went to Australia in 1935 and died
there, aged 87, in 1949.
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approached him) and agreed to sell the Herald and Ghronicle to him for £175,000. Starmer was
both surprised and disappointed that the bargain at the price he offered-£200,000-had fallen
through. Butterfie1d, of course, was intensely annoyed to find that he had needlessly sacrificed
£25,000.
It was the Mercury Company that was left in the lurch. Within a few weeks Mr. Harrison,
on behalf of the interests he represented, bought all the Northampton newspapers. His connection with them was very short. They are now part of the highly prosperou~" Provincial
Newspapers, Ltd.
Though the public heard nothing of this at the time, the Mercury very nearly lost its name
as well as its local owners. When the papers came to be merged, the new dir~ctors were concerned
more with lucre than with titles, and the Herald earned the most from advertising. It was a letter
"from the Marquess of Exeter, Conservative Lord Lieutenant, which persuaded them to retain
the title of the 210 years old Liberal paper.
While still in my teens, I watched with eager interest the passing of an ancient ruling class.
For hundreds of years the large landowners were supreme in Parliament and, as Justices of the
Peace, monopolised county .administration. The Reform Act of 1832 left them in possession of
the House of ~ords but destroyed their control of the House of Commons, though their influence
remained decisive in many rural constituencies. There also they were disestablished in 1885;
a few years later their powers in local government were given to the new County Councils ; and
the bench at Petty Sessions soon ceased to be their exclusive possession. ".'
These successive changes, which came about with general assent, transferred power in local
government from nominees of the Crown to publicly elected persons. How it was done, and
the part which some l~ading Northamptonshire men took in it, I will deal with in another
article. Here I confine myself to the political changes.
In the first general election I remember, that of 1880, the two divisions of the county returned
four members to the House of Commons-Burghley13 and Spencer14 for the North, Knightley15
and Cartwright16 for the South. For centuries before the same names had appeared from time to
time on the rolls of Parliament. To be an M.P. was still, in my early years, a perquisite of great
families in many rural areas. But not after 1880. A~ the next elections five years later ruling
conditions were very different : the labourers had the vote, party organisations were finding
middle-class leaders and these were soon firm in the saddle. Burghley House, Althorp, Fawsley,
and A)rnho still possessed great influence, but it·was no longer decisive.
The Conservative demand for redistribution of seats being conceded, our two county
divisions became four-North, East, Mid, and South. I well remember the official inquiries
before the boundaries were fixed. Though the new constituencies were about half the size of
the old, the burden on candidates was much more than doubled. With the small electorate before
1885 they need a~dress only a few meetings in "the market towns and these could be held in daytime when the farmers were there. With household "suffrage all the villages must be visited. This
meant several meetings a night, for the candidate was expected to go to the larger places more
than once. There was no transport except in horse-drawn.' vehicles. Where to meet was sometimes
13 The
Hon. Brownlow Henry George Cecil,
Lord Burghley, afterwards 4th Marquess of Exeter,
(1849-1898), M.P. for North Northants, 1877-1895.
14 The Hon. Charles Robert Spencer, afterwards
6th Earl Spencer, (1857-1922), M.P. for North
Northants 1880-1885, for Mid-Northants 1885-1895,

1900-1905.
15 Sir
Rainald Knightley, Bart. (1819-1895),
M.P. for South Northants 1852-1892, created Lord
Knightley of Fawsley, 1892.
16 Fairfax William Cartwright, grandson of William
Ralph Cartwright of Aynho. He died in 1881.
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a difficulty. The use of public houses had been made illegal by a recent Act and some authorities
, were reluctant to allow political gatherings in their school buildings. Barns were occasionally
. used.17 The first meeting I attended in the 1885 election campaign was in the old market hall
which stands in the middle of the main street at Brackley ; the last, on the eve of the poll there,
was in Oundle's similar hall.
Rainald Knightley, who had been in Parliament for over thirty years, pluckily fought the
South again. It was a cruel strain for one who no longer found speech-making easy and who was
more likely to be distressed than inspired by new policies. But he was not the man to turn away
from what he thought a duty because it might be disagreeable.
The two most popular candidates were, like Knightley, representatives of the old order.
Robert Spencer-"Bobby"-who won the Mid had not then fully acquired the facility of speech
which many remember, but his political knowledge won respect; and he was an exceptionally
cultured man. Though not so well informed politically, Burghley was liked by all and the new
North Division gave him a safe seat. I do not forget how charming he was to me at a .meeting
where my presence was not desired. Francis Channing,18 a new type of candidate with interesting
American associations, began a long connection with the East, the only one of the new constituencies which could always be counted safe for the Liberals. As it included Kettering, Wellingborough and Rushden it was mainly urban.
Much the ablest Conservative in the county-perhaps the best equipped local politician
of any colour-was Stopford Sackville. 19 In 1880 he lost his seat in the North, and the party
adopted Burghley in 1885 when the Division returned only one member. Sackville sat again for the
North from 1900 to 1906. Though skilful in the give-and-take of local government, he was in
national politics too independent and sensitive to make an ideal candidate. In turn he distrusted
Disraeli, disliked the influence of Randolph Churchill and Joseph Chamberlain on the Conservative
party, and found Lloyd George intolerable. Perhaps I may say here that some men of such independent minds ' ought to be in Parliament. But Westminster's loss in Sackville's case was
great gain in Northampton County Hall. '
I need say nothing of Lord Spencer's20 high place in the Liberal hierarchy. Being Lord
Lieutenant he did not publicly discuss politics in the county.
There was no Labour party then ; nor did trade unions take part in politics. In our own
county a few natural orators who would probably have been local Labour leaders if they had
been born a generatio11"later were content to be Radicals. Kettering possessed the chief of them :
Charles Pollard, a power on the platform. No election audience was worried by the late arrival
of the candidate if Pollard was holding forth. Another was Thomas Judge, a Brackley grocer
whose voice was familiar in all the villages between Towcester and Banbury. I do not remember
any Conservatives of the same type. One of their coming young men "then was A. J. ("Pat")
Darnell21 whom I heard speak out of doors at Roade when he still looked a schoolboy.
When I returned to Northampton in 1908, after an absence of more than twenty years, I
found many changes. The old parties still preferred local men as Parliamentary candidates, but
17 The 6th Earl Spencer once told me that he was
sometimes obliged to take a tent with him in which
to hold his meetings. Ed.
18 Sir Francis Channing, -.afterwards 1st Baron
Channing of Wellingborough (1841-1926), M.P. for
E. Northants 1885-1910.

19 Sackville George Stopford Sackville, of Drayton
House, Northants, (1840-1926), M.P. for North
Northants, 1867-1880, 1900-1906.
20 John Poyntz, 5th Earl Spencer, (1835-1910),
Lord peutenant of Northants, 1872-1908; M.P. for
South Northants 1857, known as "the Red Earl."
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chose them from a fuller field. The first of a new type locally was Philip Manfield22 (afterwards
Sir Philip) who was elected for the county town on the death of Bradlaugh. When Labouchere23
retired without warning in 1905 the Liberals chose Herbert Paul,24 son of a vicar of Finedon
and a man of shining gifts; historian, journalist and a brilliant speaker. Failing health excluded
him from politics; in his last phase he was a Civil Service Commissioner. Paul's colleague in
the representation of Northampton was another local man, J. G. Shipman, whose family long
owned the wine vaults in the Drapery., Though he had no share in the management of the
business, it told against him with many Temperance electors. "Nothing will induce me," he
once said to me, "to utter a word against a business to which I owe so much!"
The Labour Party was still undeveloped; its writ did not run in all constituencies. In
Northampton, for example, the extremist Social Democratic Federation chose Parliamentary
candidates. There were two in the field in 1909, one a Londoner, the other James Gribble,2s
a popular local trade unionist. Afraid of losing both seats, the Liberals offered to run only one
candidate if the S.D.F. withdrew the Londoner. Much to Gribble's disgust this offer was
refused. He would have made a good Labour member.
When Robert Spencer ,went to the House of Lords, Harry Manfield took his place in the
Mid Division,. which he held in two fierce fights with Guy Paget. The closest interests of both
were outside politics : Manfield thought more of his camera than of Blue Books ; Paget was
most concerned with the annals of hunting. 26 He was an unbending Tory, and it was a painful
shock when he learned that his son Reginald had turned Socialist. But political differences did
not weaken family affection. I was told that, though he opened a bottle of champagne when the
young man was defeated at Northampton, two bottles were opened after the next contest, which
he won.
All the FitzRoys did not leave Northamptonshire when the Dukes of Grafton departed
from Wakefield Lawn; and Captain. FitzRoy27 sat in the House of Commons for many years as
member for the South. He was a party man who never forgot that he was a gentleman. In one
election I caused him much trouble which one would have expeGted him to resent ; instead,
when the election was over he came to thank me for my fairness.
It was a' great pleasure years afterwards to witness his election as Speaker of the House of
Commons. He had never been a conspicuous member, and had no great political influence. It
was his character that inspired confidence and he justified it by complete impartiality. His
preferences, of course, still survived within the inner recesses of his mind. For a time while he
was Speaker I had a seat in the front row of the Gallery immediately above the Chair. Occasionally, when debate was dull, one heard the faint rumbling of a voice below. It was Captain
FitzRoy) who was probably telling himself what he thought of the speech then being delivered;
21 A. J. Darnell of Northampton, Borough Coroner
for 40 years, and a great cricket enthusiast. He died,
aged 90, in 1955. He was a tall burly man and was a
striking figure in the top hat and frock coat which he
wore daily to the end of his life.
22 Sir Moses Philip Manfie1d of Northampton,
, (1819-1899), shoe-manufacturer, M.P. for the
Borough (succeeding Bradlaugh), from 1891 to
1895.
23 Henry
Labouchere, 1885-1900, M.P. for
Northampton, 1880-1906.
24 Herbert Paul, (1853-1935), son of Rev. G. W.

Paul, vicar of Finedon. M.P. for Northampton
1906-1909.
25 James Gribble, (1868-1934).
26 Guy Paget, of Sulby Hall, author of The History
of the Pytchley Hunt, and many other books, was
killed in the hunting field in 1952.
'
27 Captain the Hon. Edward Algernon FitzRoy,
(1869-1943), 2nd son of 3rd Baron Southampton, of
West Haddon, M.P. for South Northants, 1900-1906,
1910-1918, and for the Daventry Division of
Northants 1918-1943, Speaker of the House of
Commons, 1928-1943.
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a downright word-with no context-sometimes reached ears nearest to him on the Treasury
, Bench. However sudden the call, though, there was no echo of these self-communings in any
rulings he -gave to the House. As Speaker he earned the confidence of all parties.
I add ~ne curious early_recollection. It is ·that wherever men were gathered together they
presented a seriousness and gravity of aspect that is missing today. In all grades of ~ociety they
wore beards, kept short by the young but lengthening and widening with the years until the
.chest was nearly covered. Mouth and chin were concealed and until quality was revealed by
speech one could not judge who was intelligent and who stupid. If only he kept silence ·any fullbearded man might long maintain a reputation for sag~city.
.
The nearest local contemporary evidence of the prevalence of this hirsute habit is in a book
published in 1893-"Our County"-in which there are appreciatio~s of forty Northamptonshire
men by Ryland Adkins with excellent pen-and-ink drawings of them all by W. B. Shoosmith.
Of the forty only three were clean-shaven, six wore a moustache; nine were side-whiskered and
twenty-two had full beards. The three who used the razor most were Dr. Greene, the Medical
Superintendent of Berry Wood Asylum ; E. C. Burton, the Daventry solicitor ; and -Will Goodall,
the Pytchley Huntsman.
W. W. HADLEY .
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS FOR SALE
THE following books, pamphlets, and offprints of articles of Northamptonshire intere~t are now
offered for sale at the prices quoted, plus postage. Apply, Hon. Secretary, Northants Record
. Society, Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Northamptonshire Past andwPresent, Volume I, containing -the · first six numbers : (1948-1953),
bound complete with Index, will be ready shortly. 30s.
A New Theory of The Origins and Early Growth of Northampton, by Frank Lee,.2s. 3d. post free.
The Peterborough Chronicle of Hugh Candidus, ed. by W. T. Mellows, with La Geste de Burch,
ed. by A. Bell (1949), 15s.

By R. M. Serjeantson:
The Battle of Northampton (1907), 6d.
The Hospital of St. Thomas, Northampton (1909), 6d.
The Abbey of St. James, Northampton (1912), 9d.
A Medieval Legend of St. Peter's, Northampton (1907) 6d.
The Leper.Hospitals of Northampton (1915), Is. 6d. ·
By H. 1. Longden: Northamptonshire ·Wills and Administrations (1934) Is. (This is a very useful .
guide to the subject). Northamptonshire Families (1930), 6d.
By Mona Clyde Clinch: "The Story of Blisworth (1939), 5s. (This is an admirable account of an
interesting village on the Grand Union Canal).
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EARLY NORTHAMPTONSHIRE CRICKET
ALTHOUGH the most midland of English, counties is the home of a very
lengthy cricket tradition, this tradition has been comparatively quiet, lacking
both bold publicity and great associations, and evocative of persevering and
homely ways which know more of struggle and retrenchment than vivid
success and vast wealth.
The origin of cricket in the county is a matter of conjecture. In days
of yore records were not preserved and newspapers paid little attention to.
the game. Probably the earliest reference was in August, 1741, when "The
Northampton Mercury" reported that "on Tuesday August 18th, in the Cow
Meadow near this town, the Gentlemen . of Northants . [played] Those of
Buckinghamshire for twenty guineas a side, wickets pitched at 10." We read
that during the same month "the cricket match played at Woburn Park [in
Bedfordshire] on Monday, the 10th, inst~, between Eleven Gentlemen of
Bedfordshire (his Grace the Duke of Bedford1 being engaged on one side
and the Earls of Sandwich2 and Halifax3 on the other) ·was won by the latter.
That Northampton had an organised club before the American War of Independence can be understood from the following notice in 1775: " The
members of the Northampton Cricket Club have chosen eleven of the Society
[i.e. Club] against the towns of East and West Haddon and Guilsborough;
to play for a silver cup value £5 at Gayton,nea·r Northampton . . . . The
Laws of the Game are to be strictly observed in playing". Those were years
of great gambling fever; sometimes the stake was small, sometimes it was
alarmingly big. On one occasion "Bets are 5 to 4 against Northampton",
several hats being at stake ; on another, in 1811, when a game was arranged
between Thorney (in Cambridgeshire) and Peterborough, the· stake was one
hundred guineas a_side.
.
It was not until the first three decades of the nineteenth century,
however, that the game can be said to have really spread. Peterborough had
a very active club; played matches as far afield . as Boston and Spalding in
Lincolnshire, St. Ives and Orton in Huntingdonshire and Wisbech in Cambridgeshire ; and was, perhaps, the most important cricketing centre. Quite
frequent references to the game at Chipping Warden, Cosgrove, Blatherwick,
Ufford, Rockingham, Pitsford, Hollowell, 'Naseby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton,
Sulby and Wellingborough can be found before 1835. A new Northampton
club was formed in 1820, with a membership of under fifty and a fixture-list
John, 4th Duke of Bedford, K.G. (1710-71).
John, 4th Earl of Sandwich (1718-92), of
. Hinchinbroke, Hunts., (1718-92).
1

2

3 George Montagu-Dunk, 5th Earl of Halifax, of
Horton, died 1771. Lord-Lieutenant of Northants.,
1749-71.
.
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of some six matches. On July 22nd, 1826, "The Huntingdon Journal" reported
, with a period flavour, that "the gentlemen and tradesmen of Oundle lately
formed a- cricket club. They play for suitable refreshment-a rump and dozen."
In Septeniber, 1833, t4e Gentlemen of Northampton visited Lees Court4 in
Kent, and lost by 6 wickets; a longish journey for a defeat in thos,e days.
Patrons during this period included the Lord Sondes,s who permitted
the Rockingham club to use his ground, especially for their fixtures with
Oakham School. One, at least, of these games (in 1819) must have commenced
uncommonly early, for there were fo~r completed innings before "Lord ,
Sondes with his accustomed liberality entertained the whole of the players
with a most sumptuous dinner at four o'clock, and the day was passed with
the greatest conviviality." Other patrons were Arthur Annesley of Ufford, who
led his team on tours of Rutland; the Reverend E. C. Wright6 of Pitsford;
and Sir Robert G.unning7 and Mr. George Payne. 8 Indeed, "The Leicester
) Journal" of September 21st, 1832, reported that the two latter gentlemen,
together' with the Northampton Corporation, "will make a cricket ground at
Northampton and establish a County Club in proper form by next season."
Although there is no record, apparently, of this course of action having been
undertaken, the game must have been in a healthy state at that time. If the
proposed County Club had been founded in 1833 it would have been the first
of"its kind. As it is, the honour rests with Sussex (1836).
Eventually the County Cricket Club was founded "about 1843";
and particulars of its origin are naturally meagre. We know that it grew out
of the Northampton Town Club, and that teams of amateurs styled either
"The Gentlemen of Northamptonshire" or "The County"-often versus
"The Town"-did battle for the County during its earliest years. The first
inter-county matches of which we have details took place in 1847, Bedfordshire
being the opponents, Northants winning at Northampton by an innings and
65 runs and Bedfordshire at Bedford by 168 runs. It was not strange for five
or more clergymen to De included in the ranks of the County, and very useful
cricketers some of them were, notably, J. Randolph,9 F. Thursbylo and the
Hort. F. Spencer,II a member of the eminent Whig family. The Fourth Earl
Spencer became President in the 'forties, and thus commenced the family
patronage, which has endured to the present day. Matches were frequently
See note 5.
Lewis Richard Monson-Watson, 3rd baron
Sondes, of Lees Court, Kent, and 'Rockingham
Castle, Northants; died 1836. "A gentleman of rather
eccentric . habits and a great patron of sport." (C.
Wise, Rockingham Castle and the Watsons, p . 115).
Lord Sondes was a great patron of cricket in Kent.
6 The Rev. Edward Collins Wright, died 1842,
aged 65. Curate at Pitsford from 1807; rector, 1824-42
(H.LL.).
.
7 Sir Robert Gunning, 3rd Bart., of Horton,
(1795-1862).
8 George Payne of SuI by Hall, N orthants,
(1803-78); Master of the Pytchley Hounds, 1835-38,
4

5

1844-48; a great sporting ,character and spendthrift.
(D.N.B.).
9 The ~ev. John Randolph (1821-1881) was successively between 1849 and 1866, rector of Tyringham, curate of Bradwell, and incumbent of Tattenhoe
all of which places are in ~ucks. Re was rector- of
Sanderstead 1866-81, atld auditor of the M.C.C.
1875-81.
10 The Rev. M. W . F. Thursby, 2nd son of John
Harvey Thursby, the last squire of Abington. He was
rector of Abington from 1847 until his death aged 48
in 1869. (R.LL.).
•
11 Charles Frederiek Octavius Spencer, 6th son of
the 1st "Lord Churchill, born 1824.
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played on Lord Spencer's private cricket-ground at Althorp. Another wellused ground was the race-cours.e at Northampton.
The County could not always muster their full strength, tended to
begin too late in the season arid venture too few matches away from ho~e.
Weakness was sometimes apparent, as in 1849, when, against Northampton
Town, they "gave up the match", the town requiring only 10 runs to win. In
1850 it was promised, however, that the County would be "prepared to play
Rugby, Leicestershire, Bedfordshire, or any of the Clubs around."
The All-England Touring Team, which was founded by William
Clarke in 1846, gave a tremendous fillip to the game, not least in Northamptonshir~. Twenty-two of Peterborough held the powerful combination to a
draw in August, 1850 ; and the Tourists first played Twenty-two of Northamptonshire in August, 1852, winning by 44 runs. Until 1877, either the
All-England Eleven or one or more of its various offshoots, visited the county
at least twenty times, not always outplaying the combinations opposing them.
A number of eminent ·professionals often played as 'given' men for the home
sides. W. G. Grace played at Northampton in 1870 and 1873, without
achieving anything of note.
The Reverend J. Randolph, an old Oxford blue and 'a useful batsman,
selected-the Twenty-two's of Northamptonshire for the early matches, while
he was Incumbent of Tattenhoe, but "Lillywhite's Cricketer's Guide" noted,
with a degree of shock, that the team for 1854 contained four players from
other counties; a reminder that not only present-day Northamptonshire sides
have heep cosmopolitan!
.
The first professional produced by the County is believed to have been
one Jacob Abraham,I2 who appeared occasionally against the All-England
Teams, and was coach at Exeter College, Oxford, for several years. A sturdy
type, he married four times, and died in March, 1914 at the age of 82.
Although during the 'sixties and early 'seventies there were a number
of excellent individual performances, representative cricket, despite the visits
of the "missionary" teams, was at a lower ebb than it should have been. Intercounty matches were still few and far between, only occasional fixtures with
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire filling the void. In 1867 Twelve of I
Zingari defeated Eighteen of the County at Althorp Park by 7 wickets, and in
1870 on the same ground an I Zingari Eleven had the better of a drawn game
with Fourteen Gentlemen of Northamptonshire. In 1875 the County defeated
Uppingham Rovers by 8 wickets, and "Scores and Biographies" commented :
"A club playing a county is rather derogatory,to the latter." When the County
met Huntingdonshire in 1861, and lost by 31 runs, all the players engaged
were unknown to fame. A number of heavy defeats were suffered at the hands
of the Gentlemen of Warwickshire and the Gentlemen of Huntingdonshire ;
12 A Jacob Abraham, "machinist," occurs as living in Clare Street, Northampton, in 1884. (Robert's
Northampton Directory). A machinist was an operative in a shoe factory.
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but the tables were turned on August 17th and 18th, 1865, when the former
, were overwhelmed by an innings and 148 runs, thanks to some brilliant allround play. When the County defeated Oxford University in 1862 by an
innings and 50 runs, the win was not wholly by their proficiency, for in
the' only Northants innings, the 'Varsity gave away 37 byes, 13 wides and
6 leg byes.
Nevertheless, Northamptonshire cricket had its heroes, and several
officials worked hard to infuse enthusiasm. Messrs. W ..G. Hollis,13 H. Butterfield,I4 , J. H~ Becke15 and T. S. Muddeman16 were a succession of energetic
honorary secretaries; and in 1873, in his twentieth year, Frederick Thomas
Tebbutt17 was appointed to the post. A wholly admirable choice, he was, for
many years, captain of the St. Katherine's club of Northampton, ·a keen
· someChurchman and a great helper of youth, and played for the Countytimes captaining the side-as a fast-scoring batsman until 1893. James Henry
) Becke was a keen athlete and a long-distance runner. When at Oxford he used
to walk the 40 miles ·back to Northampton in a day.
Two early professionals were Thomas Plumb, Junior, and Joseph
Potter. The former was a son of the landlord of "The Cricketers" at Northampton, himself captain of the Northampton Tradesmen's club and a
County player. The famous sporting paper of those times, "Bell's Life," for
September 12th, 1841, recorded that Thomas Plumb, Junior, 8 years of age,
was ready 'to play cricket with any boy in the County of his age for from £1
to £5 a side. Such enthusiasm reaped its own reward ; Plumb became one of
the finest wicket-keepers in the British Isles, often playing in the great matches
of the day at Lord's and the Oval. Although as a batsman, in his younger
days he was instructed to "pay more attention to 'judgement' rather than play
so much by eye and guess," he became a "fine and free hitter"-once, however,
commencing an innings with 19 singles-and could bowl fast if required~ A
popular cricketer of sterling merit and tall and well-built, To~ Plumb's
career for Northants extended until 1884. Unhappily, he died in straitened
circumstances on March 29th, 1905, in his seventy-second year.
Joseph Potter was born at Northampton, and first played against the
various Touring Teams about ·1860. Of under average height he was a roundarmed medium-paced bowler, an occasionally useful, if not attractive, batsman,
and good field at point. He too, had a long career, .appearing in turn for N orthants, Kent, Surrey, Wiltshire ' and then Northants 'again, making his
13 William Griffiths Hollis of 1 Sheep Street, Northampton; shoe manufacturer. He served in the
Northamptonshire Volunteers (1860-89), retiring
with the rank of Major (Northampton Directory;
Volunteer Records at Northants Record Office; and
information from Miss M. E. Hern).
14 Henry Butterfield, for many years editor of the
Northampton Herald.
15 J. H. Becke was son of John Becke, solicitor, and
grandson of Henry, founder of the present firm of

Becke, Green & Stops; Northampton. He took holy
orders and was rector of Beckingham, Lincs. (Ex.
inf. Mr. J. F. Gammage).
16 Thomas S. Muddetnan or Muddiman, auctioneer, of Newland, and later of 11 St. Giles's Street,
Northampton. (Ex inf. Miss M. . E. Hern, and
Whellan's Directory, 1874).
17 Frederick Thomas Tebbutt kept a shoe shop in
George Row, Northampton. His brother was a shoe
manufacturer.
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last appearance for his native shire in 1888. For several years a coach at
Marlborough and a First~Class umpire, Potter died at Northampton on June
2nd, 1906, at the age of 67.
Amateurs still dominated the scene. The best of them was the Reverend
Hugh Hodgson Gillett,18 a native of Melton Mowbray and a brilliant · allrounder. A Wykehamist and an Oxford 1?lue, he appeared for the County
while serving as a curate at Finedon (1862-5). ,A very hard-hitter, a mediumpaced round-arm bowler and a cover point or long on with a very good throw,
his performances included :141 not out for North Northamptonshire v. Stamford in 1864.
107 not out for North Northamptonshirev. Bedfordshire in 1864.
126 not out and 10 wickets for Gentlemen of Northamptonshire v. Gentlemen of
Warwickshire in 1865.

The Rev. H. H. Gillett, who also represented Leicestershire, died on
January 22nd, 1915, at the age of 79.
Henry Edward ' Bull, an Oxford ' blue who was a ' brilliant forwardplaying batsman and, strange to our modern ears, "a first-rate long-stop", was,
perhaps, better known in connection with Buckinghamshire C.C.C. An
excellent opening bat, he scored 39 not out (out of 56 - 11 wickets ) for Twentytwo of Northampton v. The United England Eleven in 1861; and for North
Northamptonshire v. Northampton in 1863, he carried his bat through both
innings, reaching 63 (out of 145) and 77 (out of 136).
C. E.-'later Sir Courtenay Edmund-Boyle, sometime Permanent
Secretary to the Board of Trade, played occasionally while Private Secretary
to the 5th Earl Spencer. A "pretty bat, sure, steady and confident" and
"a splendid field at point," he was an old Carthusian and another Oxford
blue. Canon William Buty/9 known as "deerfoot," for many years rector of
Haselbeech, made a few fugitive appearal1ces. A Cambridge blue, he was a
fine, free and powerful hitter and, as his nickname suggests, a magnificent
.
field. He also played for Notts.
Between 1873 and 1877 Northants played a very quiet part in minor
cricket. Thanks to the initiative of Mr. Tebbutt, the M.C.C. were met for the
first time in 1873 at Lord's, and, after a tussle, the County were worsted by
4 wickets, despite John Furley's 8 - 93. Furley, incidentally, was an amateur
hailing from Oakham, and often played under the assumed name of "A.
Yorker, Esq." The M.C.C. won again in 1876, although Potter claimed 5 - 3
in the course of 92 balls in their second innings; and again in 1877, but by
the small margin of 15 runs, pulling the match "out of the fire." In this game
Furley scored 72 and 51 and Potter capturecl9 - 101. At Northampton, how18 The Rev. Hugh Hodgson Gillett, (1836-1915,) a
Leicestershire man, was son of the Rev. G. E. Gillett,
hon. canon of Peterborough. He was curate of Finedon, 1862-65, and of Wadenhoe, 1871-77. (H.LL.).
He played for Leicestershire and married a sister of

S. S. Campion, editor of the Northampton Mercury.
19 The Rev. William Bury, (b. 1839), rector of
Haselbeech, 1867-82, and of Harlestone, 1882-1907,
when he went to Middlesex. He was canon of Peterborough Cathedral. (H.LL.).
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ever, a month later the home side turned the tables by winning by 100 runs,
, J.Turner and J. P. Kingston batting skilfully, and Charles Johnson, one of
the rarely engaged professionals, and Potter sharing 18 wickets between them.
It should :be noted that Joseph Potter was invariably at his best in the fixtures
with the reasonably strong M.C.C. sides. Mixed fortune was enjoyed against
Bedfordshire. Dismissing them for scores of 51 and 117 at Northampton in
May, ,187(), Northants proved .victorious by 7 wickets (Tom Plumb contributing 68 not out); in the return at Bedford, however, in August, the visitors
were routed for scores of 66 and' 22 and lost by an it~ni.ngs.
The 'seventies witnessed the initial appearances of the eldest members
of the Kingston brotherhood, Frederick William and James Phillip. Eight of
the nine sons of Mr. William Kingston, Headmaster of Abington House School,
Northampton, played for the County. "Kingston" became a household name;
between 1873 and 1909 few sides went into the field without at least one Kingston
) in them. The two youngest brothers, W. H. and H. E., were members of the
Eleven when First-Class status was attained in 1905. Frederick William won
his blue at Cambridge as a batsman and deputy wicket-keeper; but J ames
Phillip, a batsman of splendid style and the most brilliant punishing powers,
a useful leg-break bowler, and a fielder "whose lightning catches at point are
almost a monopoly of his own," was probably the most gifted cricketer of the
family. He captained the County from 1877-1887 and again in 1891, and was
elected the first paid Secretary in the latter year, resigning in 1893. He later
played for Warwickshire. J. P. was also a versatile writer, and, like his brothers
an expert , Rugby footballer. None of the Kingstons were professional
cricketers. 2o Three of the brothers-Frederick, Herbert and Waiter-took. Holy
Orders, Frederick becoming headmaster of Guilsborough Grammar School.
Mr. F. T. Tebbutt had been in office for five years when, through his
exertions, the Club was reconstructed in 1878 on a more popular basis and the
committee of twenty was extended to all divisions of the County. Although
there were continuing financial difficulties, the membership rose to over 300,
the fixnlr~-list was extended and more professionals were engaged. Sir
Herewald Wake,21 for ·many years a generous supporter of N orthants cricket
and a member of the M.C.C., was amongst those who deplored the increase
of the professional element. Counties such as Leicestershire, Hertfordshire,
Rutland, Essex, Norfolk, Warwickshire and Lancashire, were met for the first
time in the course of the next few years; and, very ambitiously, the Australians
were played at Northampton in 1882. The Club had a new lease of life.
By 1878 matches were regularly played on the Northampton RaceCourse, but the Committee were looking to the future when the Club would
have a ground of its own. In the meantime, however, a small body of freemen
of the Borough, who imagined that they possessed the freehold of the ground,
j

20 G, H. Kingston, now living at Kilsby, is the sole
survivor of the brothers, An account of the Kingston
brothers, by the author of this article, will appear in

the Year Book of the Northants C.C.C. for 1957.
21 Sir Herewa1d Wake, Bart., of Courteenhall,
(1852-1916),

•
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tried unsuccessfully to remove the Club from its site; and, some years later,
P. Kingston wrote a stirring letter to the Press advocating "State-Aided
Cricket and Football Grounds."
At the Annual General Meeting in April, 1885, presided over by Sir
Herewald Wake, who had found a suitable field in Abington parish, it was
reported that "a new ground was in course of formation in' the vicinity of
Northampton," and that a Company had been formed to raise the necessary
funds. The prospectus22 opens with the words: "The imperative necessity for
an enclosed Cricket Ground, in or near the Town, . . . . has long been
admitted," and goes on to announce that a contract for the purchase, from
Sir R. Loyd Lindsay,23 of ten acres in Abington parish, "on the highest
ground in .the neighbourhood of Northampton," had been entered into, Sir
Herewald Wake and Mr. J. Hill24 having "already advanced the amounts
necessary [£2,000] for the purchase of the ground," then a ploughed field.
The capital was to be £5,000 for which promises of £1,500 had already been
received, and the ground became the property of the Northamptonshire
County Cricket and Recreation Grounds Company Ltd. In addition to the
cricket ground there was to be a "Bicycle Track" 650 yards in length and 15
in width. Provision was also to be made for lawn tennis and bowls, football
and athletics. The enterprise would surely result "in our County Cricket
being advanced in a manner never before possible." This prophecy came true.
At that time the County's cricket was very much on the upgrade. ' Between
1881 and 1884 inclusive, 29 matches had been played, of which 15 had been
won and only 5 lost. The tide had turned.
It remains to be said t4at in 1923 Mr. Alfred Cockerill,25 having spent
£10,000 in acquiring the ground, gave it to the Club for use in perpetuity
for cricket.

J.

JAMES D. COLDHAM

Places mentioned in the above article are in Northamptonshire unless otherwise
stated. Mr. J. F. Gammage, Mr. V. Hatley, Miss M. E. Hern, Mr. P. I. King, and
Lord Spencer are thanked for their labours in running to ground the identifications printed
in the footnotes. Northamptonshire and Rutland Clergy, by H. I. Longden, is quoted
therein as "H.I.L."
It is much to be regretted that the records of the Northants Oricket Club only go
back a fe'w years, all those earlier ones in the possession of the Club in 1939 having been
lost during the late war, when the Pavilion and ground were taken over by the Civil Defence
Authority.
22 Recently discovered, and now in the Northants
Record Office. The Directors of the Company were:
Sir Herewald Wake, V. Cary-Elwes, (of Billing), Dr.
Buszard, J. M. Markham, J. Trench, W. Pitts, the
Hon. F. Henley, (of Watford Court), H. O. Nethercote, (of Moulton Grange), Joseph Hill, (ofWollaston)
R. Turner, G. Vials, and C. E. Thorpe. The Secretary was A. C. Pearson, of Northampton, (afterwards
County Treasurer), and the Solicitors, Messrs. Vials
& Kingston of Northampton.
23 Sir R. Loyd Lindsay, afterwards Lord Wantage.

He married Harriet, only child of Lord Overstone,
who inherited much property in Northamptonshire
and els~where.
24 J oseph Hill~ squire of Wollaston, and county
cricketer, sometimes captaining Northants. He subsequently commanded the Northamptonshire Militia.
25 Alfred Cockerill, market-gardener ~d greengrocer, with his burly figure, rubicund face, and
cheery smile, was a: very popular figure locally. His
spacious shop on the east side of the Drapery, Northampton is still missed. He died in 1927.

