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NOTES AND NEWS 

I T is with great sorrow that we have to record the death at Burghley House on August 
6th last of the Marquess of Exeter, K.G., who, from its foundation thirty-six years ago, was 
the President and staunchest friend of this Society. Rarely; indeed, if ever, in the history of 
Northamptonshire, has there been one who g~ve himself and his great abilities so whole
heartedly in the course of a long life, to the service of his neighbours, or who was so widely 
esteemed and beloved. A short account of his . life will be found on page 117. 

THE RECORD SOCIETY. The Society continues to grow and we offer a cordial welcome to 
the fifty new subscribers who have joined our ranks since January 1st. Our total membership 
is now well over six hundred. The Annual Meeting was held last June by kipd permission in 
that very pleasant room, the Council Chamber at the County Hall, Northampton, Mr. Ewart 
Marlow, M.C., Chairman of the County Council, presiding. The transaction of business was 
followed by a general discussion on Northamptonshire Place-Names and their pronunciation. 
Though some were for pronouncing all the names as now spelt, regret was expresssed at the loss 
of ~he traditional pronunciations (chiefly through imported railway-men and school-teachers 
who think they know better), and a hopeful tendency to retain and even to recapture the old 
ways was reported. Natives of Rothwell, we were told, now say "Rowell" ·as their grandparents 
did, but will not allow "foreigners" to do so until they have qualified by ten years' residence 
in that delectable, sturdy little town. 

THE DELAPRE ABBEY CAMPAIGN has certainly been the outstanding event of 1956. The 
situation as regards the fate of this fine old house and of the future of our historical records a 
year ago was gloomy in the extreme, for, owing to the serious economic situation the Local 
Authorities were unable to shoulder the cost of the necessary repairs to this, the only suitable 
building for the purpose. Encouraged, however, by the promise of £5,000 from the Minister of 
Works (on the advice of his Historic ~uildings Council), if the requisite balance could be found, 
the Record Society last December offered to try and raise a further £15,000 before June 30th, 
1956, and to put the Abbey into a state of repair for use as the Northamptonshire Record Office. 
The offer was accepted by the Northamptonshire Archives Committee; and Northampton 
Corporation-the owners of the house-agreed to suspend demolition. The Delapre Abbey 
Campaign was thereupon launched with great enthusiasm at a public meeting at Northampton 
on January 6th, at which messages of good will and encouragement were received from Lord 
Exeter, the Mayor of Northampton, and others. A working Committee was appointed and the 
project was immediately put in hand. 

Owing to the printers' strike, the fearful weather after Christmas, and the illness of the 
Campaign Secretary, an unavoidable delay occurred, and by June 30th only £7,000 had been 
collected, to which, however, the Pilgrim Trust had promised to contribute £3,000 if the balance 
could be raised before December 31st. The Town Council kindly agreed to extend their time
limit to this date, and in the interval-though things were very dead and dull during and for 
some time after the holiday season-a further £4,253 has been raised to date (Nov. 29th), so that 
we are now within £747 of the £15,000 needed to qualify for the £8,000 offered in grants. But 
an additional amount of about £250 will be needed towards the e~penses of the appeal. 

Mrs. William Hubbard's morning coffee party at the Angel Hotel, Northampton, iri February, 
was the first of a successful series of twenty-one functions all over the County. In May the Squire 
and Mrs. Brudenell, with their well-known hospitality, gave a wonderful reception at Deene to 
over three hundred people; the Master of the Rolls was among the speakers, and £300 was 
added to the fund. To the great regret of all, Lord Exeter, who had promised to preside, was too 
ill to come. Major and Mrs. Wake gave a sherry party at Courteenhall early in June, and during 
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the summer lectures were given at Northampton by Mr. James Fisher on his Rockall adventure, 
and at Peterborough and Kettering by Mr. Roger Banks, the Antarctic explorer. In June Mr. 
John Betj~man came all the way from Wantage and Dr. W. O. Hassall from Oxford to speak 
for us at No~ampton Town Hall, with Lady Hesketh in the chair; and on June 28th Northampton 
Repertory Company gave a brilliant performance of Shaw's Pygmalion to a packed and enthusiastic 
house. This most successful and lucrative event was organised by Mrs. Wilfrid Fox and her 
Committee. 

The Treasure Sale at Northampton on November 23rd, organised by Mr. G. S. Gilbert 
and his Committee, under the chairmanship of Sir Gyles Isham, and with the very kind help and 
services of Mr. Kenyon Abell, was the last big effort of the campaign. Over £500 was raised, and 
our gratitude is indeed due to Mr. Gilbert and all concerned, including those who generously 
sent gifts for sale. 

Whist drives, jumble sales, coffee parties, concerts, exhibitions, sales of work, etc. etc. have 
been held at Hardingstone, Far Cotton, Northampton, Duston, Castle Ashby, Bozeat, Brafield
on-the-Green, Cotterstock, Church Brampton, Potterspury, Milton, Cosgrove, Benefield and 
Blisworth. Miss ,M. Stockdale's Village Place-name competition was a great popular success. 

From our office in' Bridge Street, Northampton, very kindly placed at our disposal by the 
Northampton Borough Committee of the National Council of Social Service, over 11,000 
pamphlets have been distributed all over the country as well as in Northamptonshire, and pro
found gratitude is due to the staunch band of packers who never failed to turn up to address, 
pack, and stamp each batch as they went out-monotonous labour indeed, but what wondeiful 
results~ and who will ever forget the red-letter day when Mr. Margary of East Grinstead's muni
ficent cheque for £2,000 arrived! In addition to over 1,200 donations from individuals (many of 
them members of Universities or learned Societies all over the country), over 80 firms, 18 clubs 
and societies, 8 schools, upwards of 30 Women's Institutes and Townswomen's Guilds, 7 Co
operative Societies, 3 London banks, 3 City Companies, Oxford University and 15 colleges at 
Oxford and Cambridge, as well as Leicester University College, have sent donations. 

One of the most exciting moments of the Campaign was when we opened the brown paper 
parcel containing the 'solid gold snuff-box embossed in diamonds with the crown and moriogram 
of King Louis-Philippe, which he gave to his friend General Bouverie of Delapre. It was kindly 
sent to us by Miss Pleydell-Bouverie of Whissendine, to be sold for the benefit of the fund. 
How can we find words in which to express our thanks to her and all our other benefactors for 
their abundant generosity and interest in our cause ?-or to all the many people who have given 
so freely of their time, their labour and their talents, or to Mr. Pascoe and British Timken and 
their Mr. Dorricott who have' given us untold help, or to the press who have supported us so 
nobly throughout, to enable us to achieve success? 

Except for Mr. Margary's £2,000, four sums of £500, nine of £100, and twelve of £50, 
nearly all the rest has come in much smaller but no less generous sums. One day there was nothing 
at all in the post, and 'consequent gloom in the office, when the door opened and a little old lady 
who lives by herself in a bungalow, brought 3/- from the sale of her cabbages, and gave us another 
red-letter day. A man who was stationed at Delapre during the last war, sent a cheque from Hong 
Kong; an old' pensioner has brought in from time to time nearly £10. "It is quite easy," he sajd 
when we protested, "I just stop smoking cigarettes." The response has indeed been most wonderful 
and is highly encouraging evidence of the great public interest there is in the preservation of 
beautiful things and in the study of English history. 

And now we must make the final effort to finish the job, save Delapre Abbey, the visible link 
between Northampton and eight centuries of its history, and in so doing enable the Northampton
shire Archives Committee and this Society to provide a centre of research into English history 
which shall constitute a worthy contribution to the advancement of learning in this country. If 
any of our readers who have not already subscribed would like to help us to do this, it will not be 
too late if their letters are posted early in the New Year. Cheques should be made out to Delapre 
Abbey Preservation Fund, and addressed to the Hon. Treasurer, 44 Bridge Street, Northampton. 
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A CORRECTION. Mr. H. P. R. Finberg kindly points out a mistake in last year's Notes and 
News. There is no chair of local history at Oxford, or in any other English University. "Leicester 
University College," he adds, "has set up a department of English Local History parallel with 
and independent of, its Department of [general] History." This example will no doubt soon be 
followed elsewhere. 

THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD OFFICE. Valuable accessions at Lamport Hall are 
announced by the County Archivist in his Annual Report for 1955-56, of which the most im
portant is the deposit by Earl Fitzwilliam of the medieval portion of his collection from Milton. 
In addition to 2,000 deeds (12th-16th century) there are some 13th and 14th century account 
rolls of Peterborough Abbey, Quarter Sessions files of the Soke of Peterborough between 1699 
and 1710, and three agreements by which knights bound themselves in the Wars of the Roses to 
fight for Richard Nevill, the Yorkist Earl of Salisbury, father of Warwick, the King-maker. 

Account books may sound dull, but are among the most revealing of documents. A Peter
borough shaper's ledger (1776-1796); the private accounts of the 4th Earl Fitzwilliam (from 
1772), and the account books of Samuel Taylor of Little Bowden (1658-71), of Charles Howe of 
Greatworth (1707-24), and of Thomas Dash of Kettering, father of William Dash the bookseller, 
(1800-48) are other acquisitions. With the second batch of documents from Ecton came some 
proofs of Bishop Thomas Percy's edition of 16th century English poets which never saw the light 
of publication through the destruction of the printer's stock in a disastrous fire. Percy held 
the benefices of Easton Maudit and Wilby, acted as host to Dr. Johnson, and married the daughter 
of Squire Isted of Ecton, where it is claimed he compiled his Reliques of English Poetry. 

Mr. King refers also to the acute lack of space at Lamport; to the ipcreasing difficulty of 
students in getting over there owing to a further deterioration of both 'bus and train services; 
and to the regrettable inability of the Archives Committee to take over the probate records 
awaiting transfer from Peterborough and Birmingham, thus depriving many students of a most 
valuable source of material. All of which underlines the imperative need to get the records into 
Delapre Abbey as soon as possible. 

HISTORIANS AT WARWICK. A very delightful conference organised by the Dugdale Society 
and the County Council was held in the beautiful County Town of Warwick from July 18th to 
20th. Its object was to celebrate the ter-centenary of the publication of Sir William Dugdale's 
History and Antiquities of Warwickshire, and the theme of the conference was appropriately: 
"English Historical Scholarship in the 16th and 17th centuries." Papers on many aspects of the 
subject from archaeology to genealogy and heraldry were read by distinguished scholars; over 
200 attended and as the first meeting at a County Records Centre of historians and archivists 
from all over the country it was an important and significant event. For one thing it was a welcome 
public recognition of the work in recent years of local archivists, and for another it was evidence 
of the modern trend in historical scholarship back towards topographical and local studies, of 
which Dugdale would. have greatly approved. The history of England is still very largely waiting 
to be unearthed in our counties and villages. 

\VE DESIRE to express our warmest thanks to our kind contributors, and also to our adver
tisers without whose generous support our journal could not exist. The editor wishes also to 
acknowledge the help received in the preparation of articles from Mr. P. G. Ward, Major V. H. 
Bailey, Mr. Maurice Bond, and Mr. P. I. King. The photograph on our cover of the Jacobean 
part of the west front of Delapre Abbey is by Mr. Griffin of British Timken Ltd. The drawing 
reproduced on the inside of our back cover shows the west front as it was before the unfortunate 
Victorian addition at the south-west corner. :: 

We wish all our readers all over the world a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 



WILLIAM, Fifth MARQUESS OF EXETER, K.G., ,C.M.G., 

OF BURGHLEY HOUSE, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Hereditary Grand Almoner 
Born 27th October, 1876, died 6th August, 1956. 
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WILLIAM THOMAS BROWN LOW CECIL 

FIFTH ·MARQUESS . OF EXETER, K.G., C.M.G. 

1876 - 1956 

THE late Lord Exeter was born on October 27th, l876. He was the only child of the 
4th Marquess by his wife, Isabella, only child of Sir Thomas Whichcote, Bart., of Aswarby, 
Lincolnshire. In his childhood he was delicate, but proceeded to Eton and afterwards to 
Magdalene College, Cambridge. His grandfather, the 3rd Marquess, who had reigned at Burghley 
for 28 years, died in 1895, and his father less than three years later (on April 9th, 1898), so that 
at the age of two-and-twenty Lord Exeter inherited, with all their privileges and responsibilities, 
the family honours and wide estates in Northamptonshire, Lincolnshire and Rutland, which for 
the most part ~ad been handed down from father to son since the days of his famous ancestor, 
Lord Burghley, Queen Elizabeth 1's Lord Treasurer. His marriage to the Hon. Myra Orde
Pow1ett, only daughter of Lord Bolton, took place on April 16th, 1901, and was the occasion 
of great rejoicing at Burghley, still remembered by elderly people in the district. 

When Lord Exeter succeeded, the 5th Earl Spencer was Lord Lieutenant of Northamp
tonshire, including the Soke of Peterborough, l but Custos Rotulorum of the County of North
ampton only. With rare exceptions, for four centuries the Cecils had held the Custos Rotu
lorumship of the Soke of Peterborough and it had, in fact, become by custom, but not y right, 
hereditary in the family. One of Lord Exeter's first acts after his father's death, was to apply to, 
and obtain from the Lord Chancellor his Commission appointing him to that office in the Soke, 
-an act of greater significance than· he could have realised at the time, for it is safe to say that 
it will be chiefly for the outstanding work that he did in this capacity that his name will go down 
to history. . 

The Custos Rotulorum, says Lambarde. (Eiren'archa, (1608), p. 382), is one on the Com
mission of ~he Peace "especially picked out either for wisdome, countenace, or credite," for, from 
the earliest days, more was expected of him than a due regard to the safe custody of the rolls of the 
court. The Justices for the Soke, from the days of the Abbots, have had very special powers, for, 
in addition to the normal Commission of the Peace, they held Commissions of Oyer and Terminer 
and of Gaol Delivery, normally only issued to Justices of Assize, who were, and still are, excluded 
from the Soke. Thus, in his own Court, in which he was careful always to appoint an experienced 
barrister as Chairman, -Lord Exeter had from an early age an unrivalled opportunity to gain 
experience in the administration of justice. He was also a J.P. for the Counties of Northampton 
and Rutland and for the Kesteven Division of Lincolnshire. . 

The great tradition of public service in generations of the Northamptonshire Cecils was 

1 The Soke or Liberty of Peterborough is an area 
of Northamptonshire comprising the City of Peter
borough and 25 civil parishes, over which the Abbots 
of Peterborough held the paramountcy. The judicial 
powers formerly belonging to them were granted by 
Queen Elizabeth I to Lord Burghley, from whom 

they have descended to the present Marquess of 
Exeter, who, as Lord Paramount of the Soke, has his 
own court of Quarter Sessions in the area. By the 
Local Government Act of 1888, the Soke was given 
its own County Council. 
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one which, young as he was, Lord Exeter was eager and diligent to maintain. In 1898 he was 
made an alderman of the Soke County Council, retiring in 1949 after over 50 years of service, 
for 39 of which he was chairman. He was chairman of Stamford Board of Guardians from 1898 
until its aBolition in 1929; 9f Barnack Rural District Council from 1906 to 1950; of Stamford 
Endowed Schools from 1899 to 1955. 

But life was not by any means nothing but a perpetual round of work and meetings. He 
and Lady Exeter took their full share in the social ,life of the time, though it is safe to say that 
they both greatly preferred the country to London. They hospitably entertained their friends 
and neighbours at Burghley, notably filling the house each January for the Stamford Infirmary 
Ball. Shooting and hunting-especially hunting-were Lord Exeter's favourite recreations, and 
for some years before 1913 he kept his own pack of fox-hounds, carrying out his duties as hunts
man with, as I have been told, a most infectious joie de vivre. In 1912 he broke his pelvis in a 
hunting accident, which resulted some years later in the permanent lameness from· which he 
never recovered. 

In those. good old days the county militia trainings were almost as much a social as a 
military event. Lord Exeter received his first commission in the Northamptonshire Militia as 
Lord Burghley in 1895, and was promoted Captain in 1899. After the Haldane reforms he became 
Major commanding the Northants Battery of the 4th East Anglian Brigade, R.F .A., and was Lt. 
Colonel of the whole Brigade on the outbreak of war. He served with it in France in 1915 and 
in Egypt in 1916 and 1917, and left it to command the Royal Artillery of the Imperial Mounted 
D~vision in Palestine, going into action with his Brigade in the first Battle of Gaza. Mter a spell 
of leave in England, and on promotion to full Colonel he went to France in August, 1918, in 
command of the Ammunition Column of the 19th Division until after the end of the war. He 
was twice mentioned in despatches, was awarded the C.M.G. in 1919, and was A.D.e. to 
H.M. King George V from 1920 to 1931. 

During those war years, Burghley House was turned into a hospital for wounded soldiers 
under the general superintendence of Lady Exeter, who was also' in Lord Exeter's own words: 
"responsible for a great part of my work at home, besides her own, including the bringing up 
of our family.,,2 Between 1903 and 1915 two sons and two daughters had been born to them. 
When Lord Exeter settled down again at Burgbley after the war, he had returned ' to a changed 
world. He was now 42, and the most important part of his work lay before him. The management 
of a very large farm, in addition to the ownership and maintenance of a great estate and of one 
of the finest houses in "England, (always a serious responsibility even though a source of delight 
and satisfaction to its owner), must have become to him as to other landowners, an increasingly 
exacting and worrying problem, greatly intensified, of course, after 1939. But all this he kept 
to himself. 

In 1922, on the death of the 6th Earl Spencer, Lord Exeter was appointed to succeed 
him in the Lord Lieutenancy of Northamptonshire, and it was in this great office that, already 
equipped with a wide knowledge of men and of affairs, his natural powers of mind, his character, 
and his most attractive personality reached their full maturity. As president of the County 
Territorial Association he exercised the military function for which the county lieutenancies were 
originally created, and as leaders in the general life of the County he aI).d Lady Exeter, fulfilled 
their multifarious duties and engagements with evident enjoyment, and, in the words of the 

2 Peterborough Citizen, 25th September, 1934. 
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Prayer-Boo.k, with "grace, wisdo.m, and understanding." Lo.rd Exeter possessed to the full that 
quality of the English aristocracy at its best-the ability to. reco.gnise a worthy cause, and, this 
do.ne, to fo.llow it up by giving to those who were working fo.r it unswerving support. 

But it was to. the administration o.f justice in his capacity as Custos Ro.tulorum (no.w for 
the Co.unty as well as for the So.ke) that Lord Exeter gave his greatest attentio.n. In addition to. 
the duty o.f making recommendatio.ns to the Lo.rd Chancello.r for the appointment of Justices of 
the Peace, he imposed upon himself the task of paying perio.dical visits to. the magistrates 
in Petty Sessions,-sitting with them o.n the Bench, watching, but not interfering with, their 
wo.rk, and when that was o.ver, discussing with them: problems about the management of their 
co.urt, co.nsulting them abo.ut the distribution o.f Justices in their area, the suitability of persons 
fo.r appointment, and o.ther matters concerning the efficiency of the court. As he went out, he 
wo.uld always have a word with the Clerk, asking him for suggestions, or fo.r any information 
that might be useful "for my work as Custo.s Rotulorum." These visits, which were greatly 
appreciated by all co.ncerned, were an innovation in the wo.rk o.f a Custos, but by them Lord 
Exeter acquired a detailed knowledge o.f the work of the magistrates which it is safe to say was 
unequalled in the co.untry, and which led to his appointment by the Labour Go.vernment in 1946 
to. the Royal Co.mmission on the Justices of the Peace. Lo.rd Jo.witt (Lord Chancellor in the, 
Labour Go.vernment), writes: 

'~The Lord Chancellor is brought into very close touch with the Custos Rotulorum of the various 
counties. Lord Exeter was undoubtedly the ideal Custos from the Lord Chancellor's point of view. 
He took infinite trouble about the work of the magistrates' courts in his area. He knew the character, 
capacity and idiosyncracies of every magistrate within his jurisdiction. He was most fertile' in his 
suggestions as to how the Bench could be improved and with regard to new recruitment. If only 
there were more like him, how much easier the Lord Chancellor's task would be. He never let politics 
interfere in his selection of candidates for the Bench, realising that th.e Bench must be a cro s-section 
of the entire community. As a man I had a profound regard for him and a great respect for his 
wisdom." 

When the Justices of the PeaGe Bill, introducing many changes in local Commissions o.f 
the Peace, came before Parliament in 1949, Lo.rd Exeter moved an amendment safeguarding the 
special jurisdiction o.f the Justices o.f the Peace in the Liberty o.f Peterboro.ugh, which was 

. accepted by the Lord Chancello.r in the House of Lords in these words:-
"I think this is a strange historical incident, and perhaps one without parallel. The Soke of Peter
borough is unique-and, as the Noble Marquess is the Custos, perhaps it is right that it should be 
unique. Apart from the fact that the Noble Marquess is the Custos, I can think of no other adequate 
reason for accepting this amendment; but, unless any of your Lordships tells me that I ought not 
to do so, I will accept it." 

Parliaments' decisio.n was matter for jubilatio.n at Peterboro.ugh and is gratefully referred to in. 
a presentation book-"The So.ke of Peterbo.ro.ugh," given to Lo.rd Exeter by the Soke County 
Co.uncil in 1950 "in profound appreciation of his services" as alderman for o.ver half a century. 
Already in 1934 Lo.rd Exeter had been made an honorary Freeman of the City of Peterborough. 
In 1937 he received the highest honour of all in his creatio.n as a Knight o.f the Garter. 

Lo.rd Exeter was the most modest and unassuming o.f men, but as, with the passing o.f 
the years, he ripened in wisdo.m and experience, the country at large began to. realise his worth, 
and in later life he was drawn into. activities on a natio.nal scale. In 1943, as representing the 
smallest Co.unty area in England, he was elected Chairman o.f the County Councils' Association. 
"Little Benjamin their ruler," was ho.w he described himself. Fro.m 1938 to 1951 he was Chairman 
o.f the Lieutenants o.f Counties Asso.ciation, a positio.n of great influence and impo.rtance. His 

.,' 
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attendances at the House of Lords became more frequent, and he took an influential part in its 
proceedings, particularly with regard to the powers of the House in connection with the 
attendance.ofpeers. He wished the right to vote of those who had not given a minimum of at ten
dance to oe limited, and initiated a discussion on the subject by moving a resolution to this 
effect on March 17th; 1953. This led to a formal inquiry and to the publication in 1955 of an 
important Report on the Powers of the House, in which Lord Exeter's Memorandum and 
Minutes of evidence are included. 

But it was in Northamptonshire and in the neighbourhood of Burghley and Stamford 
that hisinfiuence was most fully felt and will last the longest. In April, 1951, Lord and Lady 
Exeter celebrated their GoldenWedding in their much-loved home, with their children, grand
children and a great assembly of their tenantry and employees 3:round them. A multitude of 
friends were only too glad to have this opportunity of expressing their congratulations, 
gratitude, and affection. 

One by one, as ,old age approached, Lord Exeter retired from many of his activities, but 
still took the keenest interest in all that was going on around him. He was taken ill in ' the spring 
of this year and died at Burghley on August 6th, within three months of his 80th birthday. ' The 
heartfelt sympathy of us all goes out to his widow and their children. Not since the death of the 
3rd Earl Spencer ("the Lord Althorp of the Reform Bill") has Northamptonshire known a 
greater man. 

It is difficult-impossible-to convey in words his personality and the wonderful effect 
of, his . presence. Good humour and friendliness walked with him into the room, and immediately 
the atmosphere was changed. Presiding at a public meeting, he would at once break tqrough all 
formality and stiffness-he had not a trace of arrogance about him-and his first words would 
Bring the whole roomful into the happiest and friendliest relations with him and with each other. 
At a business meeting his light-hearted manner concealed a deadly seriousness and a complete . 
grasp of the problems to be dealt with. Everyone was not only allowed, but encouraged, to put 
his point of view. Under his guidance a difficult meeting with important issues at stake was 
sometimes carried through to a successful conclusion to the accompaniment of roars of laughter. 
In politics a staunch Conservative, his fairness and impartiality were such that he was regarded 
with as much confidence and affection by members of the Labour party as by those of his own 
colour. Though recognising its shortcomings, he was a firm believer in democratic government 
by "the elected representatives of the people," with the help of their clerks and departmental 
assistants, to whom he 'was always the soul of courtesy, appreciating their labours for the public 
good. He recognised, and· accepted, the vast and fundamental changes in society of the last forty 
years and did his utmost to secure the willing anp. good-humoured adjustment of the public to 
the new state of affairs. 

With regard to religion he was as reserved as most Englishmen, but that it was the main
spring of his life, the source of a serenity of mind that seldom seemed disturbed, no-one who 
knew him could doubt for a moment. Family prayers, read daily by the chaplain in the ' private 
chapel at Burghley during his reign of 58 years, long after they had gone out of fashion in every 
other country house, were here no perfunctory ritual. ,. . . 

As President of the Record Society for over, thirty-five 'years he gave us his whole-hearted 
support, allowed 'us to publish documents from his muniment room, was always ready with the 
soundest advice, and carried through the long negotiations leading to the establishment in 1952 
of the Northamptonshire Archives Committee. ' Early this year he drafted the letter which went 
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out with our De1apre Abbey Appeal, and ensured its success. Indeed the cause of history owes 
him much. Most sorely shall we miss him in our counsels, and his presence with Lady Exeter 
at our Annual Meetings. 

To the many and wonderful tributes which appeared in the press at the time of his death, 
we would ~dd, in gratitude for a great example and for all that he gave to our generation, 
that line from Leigh Hunt's poem which seems so well to explain the secret of his life and 
character: 

WRITE HIM AS ONE THAT LOVED HIS FELLOW MEN. 

J.W . 

• 

THE GARTER RECORDS . . 
In October, 1785, Sir Williain Dolben, Bart., of Fint!don in this County, made 

a journey into the south of England, during which he stayed at Salisbury and visited 
Shute Barrington, the Bishop, who was making alterations and additions to his Pal ce. 
The following extract is from a letter to his son, John English Dolben, written on 
October 28th, 1785. As Bishop of Salisbury, Barrington was Chancellor of the Order 
of the Garter. He was subsequently Bishop of Durham. 

" My dear Son, 
.... He [the Bishop of Salisbury] has made one Sacrifice of a venerable Walnut tree 
that was a noble Ornament to the Palace, but unfortunately stood in a situation that was 
thought to retain and promote great damps that affected the rooms where all the Archives 
of the See and of the Order of the Garter are kept and should be preserved; but so 
little care has been taken of them, that they are in the greatest confusion and the worst 
preservation. He -has therefore undertaken the very laborious but very necessary work 
of examining and arranging them all; a work which would totally discourage any man 
who had not the genuine Spirit of Virtu' and love of Antiquity in him:. When therefore 
He has completed this business His Successors will have reason to bless his memory." 
(N.R.O., Dolben (Finedon) Collection, No. 46). 
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HARVEST AT LAMPORT, 1933 

John Wood in charge 

IN PRAISE OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

SOON after Mr. John Betjeman's visit to Northampton last June to help us with the Delapre 
Campaign, the following paragraph appeared in his City and Suburban column jn the Spectator 
of June 29th, 1956. It is here reprinted with the very kind permission of the Editor and of Mr. 
Betjeman. 

ENGLAND'S BEST MA.RKEr SQUARE 
I never hear of anyone saying they are going to Northamptonshire for their 

holidays. Northamptonshire is far too little regarded a county. It contains some of the 
most attractive ~illages in England, places like F otheringay and Rockingham and 
Plumpton, and some of the best towns, like Oundle and Thrapston. Its churches and 
cottages in all the variety of brown ironstone and pale limestone are full of originality 
and good craftsmanship. The county tow~ of Northampton is full of treasures, 
Romanesque, seventeenth-century and late-Victorian-that is to say St. Peter's and 
St. Sepulchre's for the first, the Assize Courts and All Saints' Church for the second, 
and St. Mary's, St. Matthew's and St. Lawrence's for the third. But it has what must 
be the best market square left in England, now that Norwich has ruined its own with 
the new Town Hall. The cobbled square at Northampton, with its stalls and varied 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century houses in brick, ironstone and stucco, is a thing 
to see of a fine evening when the stalls are still there to hide the ground-floor shop-fronts, 
the motor-cars are out of the way and Cowper, Clare and Doddridge seem to be near. 
Northampton is lucky in having pasture in its midst, with cattle grazing in the public 
parks of Abington and Delapre. 
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