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THE Mulsos held the manor of Finedon from 'the fifteenth century till the reign of Charles II,

when it descended to the two daughters of TaIifield Mulso as co-heiresses. They married two
brothers, Gilbert and John Dolben, sons of the Archbishop of York, who was himself the son
of the Rev. William Dolben, Rector of Stanwick. John sold his moiety of the manor to Gilbert,
who was created a baronet in 1704. The baronetcy descended from father to son for 'four
generations. 1
My great-grandmother was the eldest daughter of the last baronet and married the Rev.
Samuel Woodfield Paul in 1806. The Vicar of Finedon, Sir Charles Cave, was an absentee,
so my great-grandfather bought the family living and he and his bride were able to settle
down at once in the beautiful old Vicarage-just across the lawn from the Hall-and there
, they and my grandparents after them lived till 1911, when my grandfather, the Rev. George
WO'odfield Paul, who was Vicar of Finedon for sixty-three years, died at the age of ninety-one.
My father, l;Ierbert Woodfield Paul, had originally been the heir to the Hall; but, after
he had become a Liberal at Oxford undet the influence of Asquith, Mrs. Mackworth-Dolben 1
disinherited him as a matter of principle. This never affected their relations and he always
remained devoted to her-as I was when I was a little boy.
I was christened at Finedon by my grandfather in the church in which he had christened
my father and had himself been christened by his own; and I always looked upon Finedon as
my home. There were four family houses there-the Hall, the Vicarage, ,Debdale (where my
grandmother's sisters lived) and Mulso Cottage, ' where my cousin, Edith Ellison, live. In
spite of differences of opinion we were the happiest and most united of families ' and I loved
them all.
Among our, nearest neighbours at Finedon were the Robinsons of Cranford Hall. The
first baronet was the son of Archdeacon Robinson of Nottingham, who was half-brother of
Archbishop Laud. The baronetcy was created in 1660. The first baronet was Lieutenant of
the Tower as well as Lord Mayor of London and took an active part in the Restoration and
Coronation of Charles n. The Robinsons were at one time seated at Farming Woods, but
by the time my grandfather became Vicar of Finedon had moved to Cranford Hall. My
grandfather sat at the feet of the Rev. Sir George Robinson, Bart., Rector of Cranford,
whose father had been Rector of Grafton Underwood and Vicar of Irchester. Sir George was
succ~ded in the baronetcy by his elder son, Sir John, who was a Radical and used to ride
home from hunting with my father and encourage his Radical opinions: My grandmother
said this was very wrong, because he knew how much my grandparents disapproved. He
1 The last baronet was Sir John English Dolben who
died in 1837. He had a son, : Somerset Dolben, and a
daughter Charlotte, who was the wife of the Rev.
S. W. Paul, Vicar of Finedon. Somerset died in his
father's life-time, and, on the death of Sir John in
1837, Finedon descended to Somerset's daughter,
Frances, whose husband, William Mackworth,
assumed the name of Dolben in addition to that of
Mackworth. The daughter of William and Frances,

Ellen Mackworth-Dolben, succeeded to the Finedon
property on her mother's death in 1892. Miss
Mackworth'-Dolben died unmarried in 1912, when
,the Finedon estate was broken up and sold in .lots.
(See R. Underwood, The Pageant of Finedon, (1942).
The Rev. S. W. Paul and his son the Rev. G. W.
Paul, who succeeded him, between them held the
living of Finedon from 1810 to 1911. Ed.
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died without issue and was succeeded by his brother, the Rev. Sir Frederick Ro binson, Rector
of Cranford. Sir John left all he could to his widow, who lived at " Castle Bandbox "1 at
Kingsthorpe near Northampton. As a child I was fascinated by the name, and asked my
grandmother if we couldn't go and see what it was like, but my grandmother said she had
never called, beCause Lady Robinson was a Radical.
.
.
Sir Frederick Robinson married Madeleine Sartoris, daughter of Frederick Sartoris of
Rushden Hall, a beautiful old house now in the possession of the Rushden Urban District
Council. Mrs. Sartoris, a daughter of Canon Pratt of Peterborough and sister of Spencer
Pratt of Stanwick House, was one of the most beautiful old ladies I ever saw. She transmitted
her beauty to her daughters and grand-daughters. (One of her daughters, Totty, became Mrs.
Craven). Her grand-daughter, Kitty Sartoris, became Mrs. Ripley and lived at Weekley,
near Kettering, where her parents, the Herbert Sartorises, lived when I was a boy. Herbert
Sartoris was Frederick Sartoris's son and father of Hugh Sartoris, who lived at Rushden
Hall for a time and then sold it to the Council. The Sartorises had been watchmakers at
Geneva. Frederick Sartoris. was a character. He told my father, when my father was a boy,
not to read too many books. "I only read two books," he said, "but I read them ov~r and
over again-Tristram Shandy and the Bible." His brother married Adelaide Kemble, niece of
Mrs. Siddons, who as Mrs. Sartoris was a great London hostess, celebrated for her divine
singing. Lord Leighton used to acco~pany her on the piano to the delight of a brilliant circle.
The Rev. Sir Frederick Robinson's sister, Dorothea, married a naval officer, Anthony
Hiley Hoskins, who became Adn?ral Sir Anthony Hoskins, G.C.B. He commanded the
Mediterranean Fleet from 1889 till 1891 and then became Senior Naval Lord at the Admiralty.
He held that appointment when Lord Spencer became First Lord in 1892, but retired under the
age limit in 1893. Sir Anthony and Lady Hoskins used to dine with my parents in London and
I well remember his imp~essive figure and genial manners.
Another family with whom my grandparents were on terms of close friendship were the
Y oungs of Orlingbury Hall. Old Squire Young was constantly dining at Finedon Vicarage
and ' once denounced Mr. Gladstone· over the port so violently that Squire Nethercote of
Moulton Grange, the historian of the Pytchley Hunt, who was a Liberal, ordered his carriage.
When the County Councils~ were created by Lord Salisbury's Unionist administration in
1889, Alderman Nunnely, one of Squire Young's farmers, put up against Mr. Stockdale of
Mears Ashby Hall. " The idea," said Squire Young, at an election meeting, " of one of my own
farmers putting up against myoid friend." But next time Squire Youn$ signed Mr. Nunnely's
nomination papers, although he. was a Radical:
Mr. Nunnely told me that he once gave Free Trade evidence before a Tariff Committee,
of which the famous Protectionist, the Right Honourable Henry Chaplin, Squir~ of Blakeney,
President of the Board of Agriculture, afterwards Lord Chaplin, was a member. After that,
whenever he saw Mr. Nunnely in the hunting field he used to ride " straight" up to him and .
say: "How's my Free Trade friend?" Squire Young was the last of the Youngs to live at
Orlingbury Hall. After his death his daughters lived at Little Harrowden House. They were
.
.
.
constarttly over at Finedon Hall and Vicarage.
1 More commonly known as St. David's. Here was
formerly a hospital of this name, for travellers and

the poor, founded in A.D. 1200. (V.C.H., Northants.,
154).
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To me Orlingbury is espedally associated witli the (ayds: Mr. Loyd was Vicar for five
years and we made great friends with the whole family. Mrs. Loyd was a Smyth of Little
Houghton. Her mother had been known as " Little Haut-Ton," but there were no airs and
graces about Mrs. Loyd. She was very popular, and her husband was an excellent clergyman.
Their eldest son, Lewis, had left Eton anq gone to Cambridge before I went to Eton. He
went to the Bar, where he was in the chambers of the popular Monty Shearman, who became
a judge. When Shearman had a large practice, Lewis was his efficient " devil," but he wa~ too
nervous in Court to get a good practice,of his own. He was faithful to Northamptonsrure
Quarter Sessions till he retired from practice on appointment as an Assistant Solicitor to His
Majesty's Treasury, where his legal abilities were much appreciated. Since his death I have
been told by ·Charles Clay, Librarian qf the House of Lords, that he bequeathed to Clay as
. his literary executor all hi., voluminous notes on history.1
'
Lewis had two younger brothers-Tommy Loyd, and Philip Loyd. I was at Eton with
both of them, and also at Oxford with Tommy. Tommy went into the British Civil Service in
Egypt, where Kitchener discovered his outstanding qualities. For a short time he held high
rank in the Foreign Office in London. But when Lady Wantage (whose father, Jones Loyd,
Lord Overstone of Overstone Park, was a relation) died, Tommy Loyd inherited the Lockinge
estate in Berkshire and went for a short time into Parliament as Conservative member for the
Abingdon division. But the House of Commons did not appeal to him and he preferred to
devote himself to the duties and pursuits of a country gentleman. He was an ideal landlord
and became Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire.
Philip Loyd, the youngest brother, after a distinguished academic career at Eton and
Cambridge, ' took holy orders and served for a long time as Bishop of Nasik in India. He
returned to England and became Bishop of St. Albans. He had a difficult task, because he
succeeded that striking and vigorous personality, Michael C" Mike ") Furse, in whom reI' gious
enthusiasm had the support of histrionic gifts. There was nothing histrionic about Phil Loyd;
but his sincerity, his ability, his mode~.ty and his f,riendliness won all hearts, and it was a great
blow when after a few years ill-health obliged him to resign. He died in January, 1952.
Their only sister married a distinguished lawyer, Edwin Konstam, Q.C., who ~ame a
County Court Judge. He is .not onlY an ornament of his profession but one of the best dressed
rilen to Be seen in the Temple.
,When I joined the Midland Circuit in 1913, their uncle, Christopher Smyth, the Squire of
Little Houghton, was Chairman ' of Northamptonshire Quarter Sessions. His ancestor of the
same name was Clerk of the Peace for the County and practised as a solicitor in Northampton..
The family had bought land and entered the squirearchy.
Christopher Smyth was an excellent Chairman of Quarter Sessions. He had been called
to the Bar and had spent a good deal of time sitting on the Bench by the side of one of the
metropolitan police magistrates, who was a friend of his and allowed him this privilege in order
that he might watch the proceedings. He had a lawyer's grasp of the principles of criminal
law and the law of evidence. He. always knew when a case ought to be stopped and the
prisoner discharged. No summing up of his was ever criticised by the Court of Criminal
1 Mr. Lewis Loyd transcribed and edited Sir
Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals for the Northamptonshire Record Society, but died before he
had finished it. The work was completed after l1is

death by Lady Stenton and published in honour of
Sir Frank Stenton by his friends and the members
of the Society. (N.R.S. Vol. XV). Ed.
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Appeal. On 'bne occasion, Mr. Justice Channell was the Judge of Assize and Gaol Delivery
'at the County -Assizes at Northampton and ' Christopher Smyth was Foreman of the GraJ?d
.Jury. Tbe Grand JUries have now been abolished, but in those days nobody could even be
tried for a crime at Assizes or Quarter Sessions till the Grand Jury had decided that there was
a prima facie case. When th~ Judge of Assize or the Chairman of Quarter Sessions took his
seat on the Bench, the Grand Jury stood in the gallery to receive direCtion from him about
the case~ they had to 'deal with.' But on that occasion Mr: Justice Channell said to them:" I am not going to give you any directions about any of the cases with which you have to deal.
Your foreman and I read together in chambers in the Temple and he is just as well qualified
to direct you as lam."
'
His successor was Sir Charles Knightley of Fawsley, who had also been called to the Bar
and had practised on the Midland circuit before he succeeded his cousin, Lord Knightley, in
the Fawsleyestate. As a lawyer he ~as not the equal of his immediate predecessor, but he was
a good judge of fact and the essence of faithfulness. In addition he was a most charming man
al,ld his patience and courtesy never failed.
He was Chairman of the Daventry Divisional Conservative Association and Conservative
Whip on the County Council. But when I was adopted Liberal candidate for Wellingborough
in 1924, he shook me warmly by the 4and in the County Hall at Northampton as he was goin~
into Court and said: "Well, Paul, you're embarking on a ,new career."
After ~he General Strike of 1926, I appeared before him as counsel for the prose~ution
of a picket who was accused of having assaulted a boy who was trying to go to work at some
ironstone pits. -I felt certain that the prisoner w~s guilty and would be convicted. But when
Sir Charles came to sum up, he told the jury that while it was a question of fact for them to
decide and they must make up their own minds, his own opinion was that the boy assaulted
the picket. The ,pris,oner was acquitted.
.
_ On another occasion he presided at the hearing of ?-n appeal by Lord Spencer against a
rating assessment on Althorp Park. It had been rated as ornamental or pleasure ground an~
not as agricultural land, although most of it was devoted to agricultural purposes; ""the
difficulty was created by the fact that it included a herd of fallow deer, and a cricket ground for
the use of the villagers. After a long and patient hearing of legal argument by counsel the
magistrates retired to consider their judgment. There were about forty of them. . When they
came back into Court, I happened to be sitting immediately behind Lord Spencer in th~ body
of the Court. As Sir Ch~rles came back on to the Bench with the other magistrates following
him, I saw him look at Lord Spencer and shake his head with a kindly smile. He then delivered
judgment dismissing the appeal. I was told afterwards that the appeal had been dismissed by
a majority of one and that Sir Charles had v'oted in the majority. I was also told that Sir
Charles had an appeal pending with regard to Fawsley Park which raised the same point, and
that after dismissing Lord Spencer's appeal Sir Charle~ withdrew his own. When Sir Charles
retired frorn the Chairmanship of Qua~ter Sessions there was a great concourse of magistrates
on the Bench to bid farewell. Mr. Stopford-Sackville, who had been Chairman be fort? Mr.
Christopher Smyth, appeared to deliver a valedictory speech.
Sir Charles was succeeded by Mr. Gotch, distinguished as an ,architect and architectural
writer, as a sturdy Liberal idealist and as a lover of his native county and her history. As a
Chair:tJ?an of Quarter Sessions he was not in his right place. When Mr. Stopford-Sackville
heard that this delightful and admirable man was to succeed Sir Charles, he characteristically
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said: "H'm: knows a little about architecture and nothing _about law;-a very suitable
appointment." This was more witty than fair, because he knew a great deal about architecture.
In 1950 I was taking a country walk from Wellingborough when I came to Pytchley and was
some new Council cottages. " Ah ! " I said to myself: " Those are good, doubtless this is' the
Kettering Rural District--obviously these were designed under the influeqce of Gotch."
I found out that they were designed by his firm.
Many amusing anecdotes about Mr. Stopford-Sackville have survived. On one occasion
he got into a railway carriage at Northampton to go to London. There was only one other
occupant, whom he knew to be the local County Court Judge. The Judge did not know who
Mr. Sackville was. As the train started, the Judge put the window up without asking Mr.
Sackville whether he would mind it up. Mr. Sackville put it down again. The Judge said
angrily, " Do you know who I am, Sir?" Mr. Sackville replied, " No, but from your manners
I should infer that you were a County Court Judge."
Drayton was only a few miles from Finedon and old Mrs. Stopford-Sackville and her
daughters were great friends of my grandmother. My grandmother used to say that the old
lady never for one' moment forgot that if she had been a boy, she would have been Duke of
Dorset. This was true. She was the daughter of The Hon. George · Sackville-Germain, who
was the brother of the last Duke; neither brother had a son, so ' that the dukedom became
extinct. I remember seeing her at a garden party at Drayton, when she was failing. Her son
received the guests, and only a few old friends, of whom my grandmother was one, were led
. up to talk to her. My mother, who had no connection with Northamptonshire before she
married, used to say that Drayton was the most beautiful place in England she ever saw,
. .and that Mr~ Stopford-Sackville just suited it, because there was a sense of ancient lineage
about him.
Two other of my grandmother's greatest friends lived near Drayton-Lady de CapellBrooke, at Woodford, and her sister, Mrs. Bitch, at Cranford. Mr. Birch was the land-agent
at Cranford Hall and had formerly been agent at Finedon Hall.. The Birches had children of
my own age-Audrey and Geoffrey-al1d I spent happy days with them. The house in which
they lived is my idea of the Small }louse at Allington by Anthony·Trollope. Mrs. Birch and
Lady Brooke were originally Miss Trollopes and cousins of the novelist. Their father was
Suffragan Bishop of Nottingham. Lady Brooke's son, Sir Arthur, rose to be Chairman of the
Northamptonshire County Council. This was a triumph of character.
. In those days the rule was that the Conservatives and Liberals should take the
Chairmanship and the Vice-Chairmanship of the County Council in turn. The first Chairman
was Lord Spencer (the Red Earl) with Mr. Stopford-Sackville as Vice-Chairman. The second
Chairman was Mr. Stopford-~ackville with Ryland Adkins as Vice-Chairman. The third
Chairman was Sir Ryland with Arthur Brooke as Vice-Chairman. Sir Ryland died suddenly
and Sir Charles Knightley said to the Liberal Whip, Abraham Allebone of Earls Barton,
shoe-manufacturer :-" I don't think Sir Arthur is up to the Chairmanship, I think we had
better have Lord Penrhyn." Mr. Allebone replied, " Sir Charles, you can vote for anybody
you like. The whole of the Liberal vote will be cast for Si~ Arthur." That Mr. Allebone told
me himself, adding: " I wasn't going to do the dirty on him," meaning Sir Arthur.
When the County Council celebrated their Jqbilee, Sir Arthur's lifelong services received
the singular recognition of a peerage.
HUMPHREY PAUL.

I.

CENTENARY OF BALACLAVA
25th, 1954, was the centenary of the ever memorable Charge of the Light Brigade, led by
the 7th Earl of Ca{dfgan at the Battle of Balaclava. The cccasion was observed by the Army at
centenary dinners in London and elsewhere. At Deene, the Northamptonshire home of Lord
Cardigan, Mr. and Mrs. George Brudenell entertained nearly two hundred guests at dinner on
November 20th. Their Royal Highnesses the Duke of Edinburgh and the Duke of Gloucester were
present, and the toast of the evening: "To the memory of the men who charged with the Light
Brigade "-(" and the man who led them:," added the Duke)-was proposed by the Duke of Edinburgh
in a most felicitous speech.

OCTOBER

LORD CARPIGAN'S ENGAGEMENT WITH TWO COSSACKS BEHIND THE RUSSIAN GUNS AT BALACLAVA.

By George Henry Laporte, 1868. Reproduced by courtesy of Messrs. Cassell & Co., Ltd.,
with the kind permission of George Brudenell Esq.

The uniforms and accoutrements of the Earl and the stuffed head "of his charger, Ronald, who
carried him in the charge, were to be seen in the great hall, and the wonderful suite of rooms in which
Squire and Mrs. BrudeneH entertained their guests have never looked more beautiful. It was, indeed,
an historic and brilliant occasion.
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GEORGE'S CHAPEL, WINDSOR

Edward III founded the Royal Free Chapel of St. George at Windsor, on 6th August,
1348, t9 serve as the centre of the worship of his newly created Order of the Garter. 1 During
the next few years, the King and the new Knights of the Garter made many gifts to the Ch~pel;
endowing it with lands, rectories and grants of money. The gifts of money were either single
sums not to be repeated, or royal rents terminable when lands of equal vaiue had been
provided for the Canons. 2 One money rent, however, was permanent, and that was a sum of
one hundred marks, ·or £66 13s. 4d., a year, granted by Edward III on 26th October, 1351,
from the fee farm of Northampton. 3 The borough of Northampton continued to pay this
yearly ren~ to the Dean and Canons of St. George's, from 1351 to 1867, and then from 1867
to 1931 to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. It is surely one of the longest-lived of rents in
the country, although the rent paid by the Brudenells of Deene to the Dean and Canons of
Westminster, and then to the Ecclesiastical Commis.sioners, from c. 1215 to the present day,
is the older by a century and a half. 4
.
KING

The fee farnt rent, of which one hundred marks was paid by Northampton to S.t. George's
instead of to the Crown, was the income due to the Exchequer from the borough. The Sheriff
of each county usually paid all the King's income which was due into the Exchequer, when
he had collected it, or he undertook to pay a fixed sum (his farm), and kept the surplus.
Northampton was unique in 1086, only twenty years after the Conquest, in being farmed by
its own burgesses. s During the 12th century, burgesses of many other towns followe~
'.Northampton's practice, and paid large sums for the privilege of farming their ?wn boroughs.6
In 1086, the firma burgi of Northampton was £30 19s.; by 1130 it had risen to £100, and
in 1185 it was fixed at £120.7 By the charter of 1189, Northampton enjoyed its rights and
privileges " reddendo per annum centum.et viginti libras numero. . . ad scaccarium nostrum
in termino Sancti' Michaelis per man4m. prepositiNorhamtoniae."8
.
After various reductions in the 15th century, on'19th March, 1514, Henry VIII permanently
fixed the farm at £98,9 .and at this sum it has remained until the present day.1O
.
The assignment of the fee far~ feut of No; thampton; or of part of it, to nominees of the
Crown, was accepted. practice. In 1301, the rent had been granted to Robert de Crevesques
and in 1338 to Roger de Beauchamp}1 Edward III boughti(back from Roger de Beauchamp
for eight hundred marks,12 and granted £66 13s. 4d. of it to ~he Dean and Canons of Windsor
1 A. K . B. Roberts, St. George's Chapel, Windsor
Castle, 1348-1416, a study in early Collegiate Administration, (1947) p. 6.
20p. cit. pp. 44-45.
3 Windsor Records (in the custody of the Dean and
Canons of Windsor) XI.P.6. (the original grant).
4 Joan Wake, The Brudenells 0/ Deene (1953)
p.29,n.
SA. Ba11ard, British Borough Charters, 1042-12]6
(1913) p. lxxv.
60p. cit. p. lxxvii.
7 V.C.H., Northamptonshire, Ill, p. 19.
8 A. Ballard, op. cit. p. 222.

9 Letters and Papers, Foreign cmd Domestic, Henry
Vll!, Vol. I, (1509-1514) p. 769. The remainder of
the £98, left after the payment of £66 13s. 4d. to
Windsor, (i.e. £31 6s. 8d.) was paid for life to
Queen Catherine, Dowager of Charles II, and after
her death to Daniel Finch, 7th Earl of Winchilsea.
(Bridges, History 0/ Northamptonshire, I, p ~ 434).
In 1930, this portion was paid to George Finch, the
representative of the Earl of Winchilsea and . NO.ttingham, (V.C.H. , Northants , TU p. 19.
.
10 V.C.H., Northants, Ill , p. 19.
It 'bid.
12 Roberts, op. cit. p. 45, n.1.
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in 1351 :~· in , fluxilium sustentacionis Collegii predicti."l £66 13s. 4d. was, of course, at this
date a considerable sum, for the total income of St. George's was only £536 13s. 10d. in
1362-3.2
Edward Ill's grant was confirmed many times during the Middle"Ages, and the payments
were made direct to a member of the College (except during the Commonwealth) until 1867.
In that year, as piut of the general redistribution of the wealth of the Church that took place
in the 19th century, th~ entire endowment of the College of S1. George was taken over by the
Ecclesiastical Commissioners in return for a fixed annual income. Northampton, therefore,
paid the Ecclesiastical Commissioners until the redemption of the rent on 4th July, 1931. 3
During the Middle Ages, the rent was paid regularly. It was taken to London by the town
bailiffs, and there given to the Canon serving as the steward of the properties "of St. George's~
who travelled there soon after Michaelmas.4 The records of the Dean and Canons at Windsor
give many interesting details concerning the payment of the rent. At Michaelmas, 1406, the sum.
of 28s. 4d. was spent in collecting Northampton's rent. This included three days' expenses for
the steward of St. George's, Us. 4d. for the bailiffs of Northampton, Is: 8d. for their clerk,
8td. for a bottle of malmsey presented to the mayor of Northampton and his companions,
and 5s. 8d. for their entertainment at breakfast. 5 At Michaelmas, 1435, the bailiffs were
given drinks after dinner~" potacionibus post prandium eisdem datis."6 In 1447, the
bailiffs were given 26s. 8d.1-twice the sum which they received forty years before. In the
account for 1459-60, 46s. 8d. was claimed for the steward's expenses in entertaining the
bailiffs at Michaelmas, 1459. This sum was passed by the auditors, but was not allowed to be
regarded as a precedent-" probatur sed non trahatur in exemplum."8
Indented quittances 'were given as receipts, and they were probably written out at
Windsor before the steward left, for we find in the treasurer's account for May to Michaelmas
1368 that the steward was described as " going to London on the morrow of Michaelmas to
carry a quittance of the one hundred marks from Northampton."9
The payments continued through the reigns of the Tudors and early Stuarts, and then
the Civil War broke the continuity. In 1646, the Committee concerning Plundered Ministers
voted the one hundred marks per annum from the fee farm of the town, paid formerly to the
Dean and Canons of Windsor, for the increase of the stipend of the Vicar of All Saints,
Northampton. IO In the Assembly Book of the borough, there is recorded an order of 11 th
November, 1650: " the t-own bailiffs to pay the 100 marks from the fee farm rent (which had
sometime belonged to the Dean and Canons ot Windsor) to Mr. Ball "11 [the incumbent of
All Saints]. On the restoration of the monarchy the rent (or pension as it was sometimes
called) was restored to S1. George's.
•
•
In 1783 a Committee)n Northampton made a report on the possessions of. the town.
The net rent arising frQm"the butchers' stalls and tolls amounted to £157, out of which
£66 13s. 4d. was paid to the Dean and Canons of Windsor, £31 6s. 8d. (the rest of the fee farm)
to the Earl of Winchilsea, and the remainder to widows and the charity school. 12
Various letters survive at Windsor referring to Northampton's payment in the 19th
century. In 1828, W. Sawbridge, the Deputy Town Clerk of Northampton, wrote to the
Chapter Clerk of Windsor promising £200 6s. Od. to be sent to Hoare's Bank on Monday
1 W.R. XI. P. 6.
2 Roberts, op. cit. p. 243.
3 Ex
in! Ecclesiastical

April, 1955.
4 Roberts, op. cif. p. 72.
5 Ibid. p. 73.
6 W.R. XV. 34. 35.
7 Ibid. W.R. XV. 48. 20.

Commissioners,

1st

8 Roberts, op. cit. p. 73, and note
9 Ibid. p. 73.
10 R. M. Serjeantson, History of

2.

the Church of
All Saints, (1901) P" .190.
11 C. A. Markham and J. C. Cox, The Recor.ds of
the Borough of Northampton, (1898) Vol. 1I, p. 400.
12 Markham and Cox, ·op. cit., Vol. 1I, p. 367.
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next "being arrears due at Michaelmas last "1-a -considerable sum. On 31st October, 1846,
the Chapter Clerk's Letter Book reveals" Your sending me a Draft for the Pension [i.e. rent]
causes very great confusion in the Accounts."2 It should have been sent to Hoare's Bank.
Inefficiency, however, was not all on one side, for Mr. Whitworth, the Treasurer of
Northampton, had to write from George Row, Northampton, on 23rd December, 1844, to
the Chapter Clerk, asking for a receipt for money sent on 11 th October last. 3
An interesting sidelight is shed on the connection between St. George's and Northampton
by an order of the Chapter dated 29th November, 1676: " Agreed upon then that the steward
of the old lands should pay to Northampton in consideration of their great loss by fire the
'
summ of fourty pounds as a gratuity from this colledge."4
Thus, when Edward III granted to Windsor part of the revenue due to himself from the
borough of-Northampton, he forged a link which was to 'remain for nearly six centuries
between the Dean and Canons and the burgesses,-a link which was strong enough to inspire
the Chapter to send help in the disastrous fire of Northampton, when most of the town was
destroyed.
SHELAGH M. BOND.
1
2

W.R. XVII. 35. 10.
W.R. VI. B. 42.

3
4

W.R. XVII. 35. 10.
W.R. VI.B. 4, p. 101.

::::*:::

NORTHAMPTON . IN 1878
"The visitor to Northampton will at once be reminded, by the leather aprons and grimy faces
which haunt the streets, that he is in a land of shoemakers-a somewhat turbulent race, who, on
more than one occasion have render.ed the parliamentary elections here scenes of unusual riot.
The Market Square is a good ' emplacement,' though not over picturesque. In the centre is a welldesigned drinking fountain and lamp." (Murray's Handbook for Travellers in Northamptonshire
,
and Rutland, (1878).)
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PUDDING
Take 1 quart of Flour & t lb. of Beef Suet cleaned from all the skins & shred very fine, &
rub flower & the suet well together. Take 4 eggs the whites of only two & beat them a good while
& add as much cream as will mix .the pudding of a thick Batter, put in a little salt. Tye it up in a
bag close & put it in when the water boils. 2 hrs. will boil it.
(Taken from manuscript book of receipts of Lady Maria Elizabeth Finch about 1786, and
kindly copied out for this Journal by Mrs. Wynne-Finch of Voelas, near Bettws-y-Coed, where
the receipt book still remains).
"GOD BLESS THE SQUIRE AND ALL HIS RICH RELATIONS " . . .
The following extract is from a communication to the Gentlemen's Magazine for 1745
(page 310); "He puts me in mind of a nice gentleman, now dead, who, when Lady W. was to
return thanks in the church after childbirth, thought it too familiar, and even bordering upon
rudeness, to say, '0 Lord save this woman thy servant,' and therefore he altered it to .' 0 Lord,
save this Lady thy servant,' and instructed the clerk to reply, ' Who putteth her Ladyship's trust
in thee' ".
.

I.

. THE ORDNANCE SURVEY AND EASTON-ON-THE-HILL

The following interesting entry is to be found in the account book of the churchwardens
of Easton-on-the-Hill during the year 1843-4:
" Daniel Porter & Robert Goodwin Churchwardens
A Scaffold was Erected on the Church Tower by the Royal Sappers and Miners this
Summer 1843
The Tower of the Church ree Slated in this year 1843 by D Porter
The ·New Gilt Vanes put on Pinacles "

and then follow the accounts for the gold leaf for the vanes, for painting, gilding, and fixing.
Obviously the Royal Engineers were map-making, and the wise churchwardens of the time
realised that never again during their tenure would there be such an opportunity for repairs·:
presumably even in 1843 the erection of scaffolding would have been an item of some expense.
(It is worth noting that the tower of Easton is still slated, and not leaded).

E~STON CHURCH · FROM THE SOUTH-EAST

From a drawing by George Clark of Sea/dwell
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The Lincoln, Rutland and Stam/ord Mefcury, in its issue dated Friday, July 7, 1843,
amplifies thus:
" The trigonometrical survey ordered by the Board of Ordnance, to which we adverted
whilst it was in operation at Lincoln, Peterboro', Ely, &c., is now proceeding' in the
neighbourhood of Stamford. For two months past, a party of Sappers and Miners,
under Lieut. Da Costa, of the Engineers, has been at intervals engaged in erecting a
platform and making observations from the tower of Baston Church, which, from its
commanding position with reference to the surrounding country, is likely to prove
eminently serviceable as a station. On the platform, which is twenty feet higher than the
tower and 97 feet from the ground, will be erected an observatory, through which a
connection' will be obtained with several of the stations already established in the counties
of Lincoln, Cambridge and Norfolk. For several days past, private Brown, of the Sappers
and Miners, has been endeavouring to establish a line of communication between"Baston
and Docking, in Norfolk, a distance of about 75 miles by road, but only 50 as the crow
flies. His attempts have hitherto been unsuccessful, owing to the hazy weather. The
medium employed was the Heliostat, an instrument resembling a small oval lookingglass, by which the rays of the Slm are reflected to a distance of 50 or 60 miles; and in a
recent instance, through favourable circumstances, were conveyed to the distance of
125 miles. Lines have been obtained and ,stations formed at Naseby, Keysoe, Lynn,
Lincoln, Boston, Peterboro', and Ely; but that at Baston is considered to be the most
advantageous yet established. The operations in Lincolnshire are yet in their infancy,
and it is calculated that several years must elapse before the survey of the whole kingdom
is completed. The map itself will be on the largest scale ever known, being six inches to
the mile, instead of two as heretofore in the Ordnance maps. The party of Sappers and
Miners are likely to remain at Easton for two months longer. Upwards of 3000 persons
are employed in this survey of the kingdom."
A short entry under Friday, September 1, completes the history of this episode:
The party of Sappers and Miners lately stationed at Baston, near Stamford, having
completed their observations in this neighbourhood, and removed the observatory and
platform erected on the tower of the church of that village, marched for Swaffham, in
Norfolk, on Monday last.
The final note of the churchwan}ens, however, is much more human. This surely, can be
said to add a third dimension to the 'dry record of the Mercury:
. Postage of 3 Letters to Soldiers & Parcel to Peterboro 9d.
Not all the' Sappers and Miners' darned their own socks.
H. B. SHARP.

TO PRESERVE QUINCES WHITE AND RED
Take Quinces new gathered, pare and core them and take as much sugar as they weigh and
more. Put to the sugar as much water as will make syrrup to cover them. Those that you would have
looke redd, boyle them very leasurely close covered allwayes turning them to keepe them from spots.
Those you would have looke white, boyle them as fast as you can uncovered. And both white and
red, boyle them as tender as you may thrust a rush through them, Then take them up and lett the
syrup boyJe till it will button upon a dish side. And when they are allmost cold put them together.
(Kirby Hall Receipt).

A

RING

FOUND AT PIPEWELL,

NORTHANTS~

I HAVE in my possession a late mediaeval (probably fifteenth century) ring which was·
discovered on the site' of the Cistercian monastery at Pipewell many years ago. It has been
strengthened with a band 9n the inside where the inscription, if it ever existed, had worn
away completely and on the outside are the remains of an inscription which seems to have
been very similar to that on a ring in the British Museum, l and appears to have been a charm
against epilepsy or the falling sickness.
The inscription is as follows:+ AGLA + ADROS + UDROS + IDROS + TEBAL + GVT + G
and the British Museum example has on the insid&:TEBAL + GVT + GVTA
The first word of this inscription-AGLA-also appears on a large horn found at Dover2
and on some wax discs found by Dr. Dee. 3
The inscription is formed by Latin equivalents of the initial letters of Hebrew words.
AGLA-Ate Gebir Leiliam Adonai (Thou art mighty for ever, 0 Lord); an inscription which
appears on a gold ring found at Newark in 1741,4 and on a crucifix belonging to the
Augustinian Priory of Gisborne (Guisborough) in Yorkshire in which there was a cavity in
the stem containing a parchment charm (a charm which is stated in English Medical MSS.
of the time of Edward III or Richard I1, now in the Royal Library at Stockholm, to be not
only a charm against epilepsys but also against fever). In the "Bnchiridion Leonis Papae " 6
the same charm occurs with the word ANANISAPTA, as being a charm not only against epilepsy
but also against intoxication. 7
.
Conce];ning this word ANANISAPTA, Guarimus, in 1491, gave the following explanation
in his Vocabuiarium, . but applied to Latin and not to Hebrew:Ananisapta mala mors interpretantur et qualibet littera repraesentat unam dictionem,
scilicet: Antodotum . Nazareni Auferat Necam Intoxicationis Sanctifice(n)t Alimenta
Pocula Trimtatis Alma.
ANANISAPTA is found in conjunction with AGLA and is associated with the names of
God, Emmanuel, and Tetragrammaton,8 and a variant is given in magical MSS in the
British Museum9 where it is in connection with SIGNUM TAU, 10 which has a reference not
only to what is supposed to hav~ been the original shape of the True Cross, but also has a
connection with St. Anthony," who was believed to have carried as a swineherd a stick of
No. 866 in B.M. Catalogue of Rings and Amulets.
Journ. Brit. Arch. Soc. xxvii p. 403.
3 Proc; Soc. Ant. xxi p. 380.
4 Notes & Queries iii p. 358. iv. p. 78.
5 AGLA might easily be confused with AGLAIA, one of the graces. (Arch. Journ. xxiv, p. 68; xxvi, p. 229;
Archaeologia xxx, p. 400). The Stockholm MS. (f. 35) says " For ye fallyg ewell say yis word ananisaptus in
hys ere ghwa he is fallyn don in yt ewyll, and also in a womans ere anansapta." (See also Arch. Journ. xvi
p. 303; xv\ii, p. 91; Journ. Brit. Arch. Soc. xxxiv, p. 113).
'
61647 ed. p. 58.
7 Nande, " Apologie pour les Grands Hommes Soupconnes de Magie," (1712 00.).
8 Richell, " Exercitatio de Amuletis," 1676, p. lvi, fig. 2.
9 Sloane MS. 389.
10Jl!urn. Brit. Arch. Soc. xl, p. 311.
1

2
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this shape, which suggests that the charm was also used against erysipelas (St. Anth~ny's
•
fire). 1
TEBAL, GVT, GVTTANI are frequently associated in charms with ADROS, UDROS, IDROS,
and the Stockholm MSS include the first word in a charm against toothache (pennys in
teth).2 Possibly the sentence stands for similarly sounding words signifying Time, the
World, Vanity,3 etc., an-d they are sometimes used with other formulae,4 and there is an
instance in a MS Book in the Chapter Library at Canter bury 5 of them being used with
IHESUS NAZARENUS in a curious prescription for a charm against spasms.
Pro Spasmo-Accipe unam 9redulam pergameni, et scribe primo signum crucis, hoc mqqo
Deinde scribe haec nomina, sic:- + Thebal + Guthe
'G uthanay ' + in nomine ,+
patris + et filij + et spiritus sancti amen + IRc .Nazaremus + Maria + Johannes +
Michael + Gabriel + Raphael + Verbum caro factum est +. Postea clandatur ista
cedula ac modum unius literae ita ut non leviter possit aperire Quo vero super se istud
carmen ho~ste et reverenter portaverit in dei omnipotentis nomine, et drediderit, sine
dubio a spasmis salvus erit. Istud carmen habeatur in magnam reverentiam propter deum
qui virtutem dedit verbis, lapidibus, et herbis; et secrete servetur ne omnes noscant hoc
carmen, nec forte virtutem a deo datum ammittet.
C. L. S. LINNELL.

m.

-+

1 Rings with this emblem have been worn by different orders of St. Anthony, e.g. The Ring of Richard Mayo,
'
.
Bishop of Hereford, 1504-16. (Archae%gia xxx. p. 251).
.. Tau '" is also regarded as the mark which the man in the linen garment set upon the foreheads of the righteous
in the vision of Ezekiel (Ezek. IX vv. 2 seq.) and it is represented thus in Rhenish enamels.
2 This word is used exactly in the same way and for the same reason in a very interesting MS. in the Bodleian
Library (Tanner 407), being" The Common-Place Book of Robert Reynys," who was church reeve at Ac1e in
Norfolk during the latter part of the fifteenth century. The word TEBAL occurs on ·many rings and brooches,
On a ring found at Bredon Hill, Worcs., with the inscription THEBAIGVTHGVTHANI, and on a ring found
in Rockingham Forest in 1841, having VDROS: VDROS: THEBAL: on the inside and GVTTV: GVTTA:
MADROS: ADROS: on the outside. The word also occurs on a brooch found in Florence bearing the inscription GVGGVGBALTERANI: ALPHA ET W (Le. the Greek omega) (Arch. Journ. xviii, pp. 64, 201) and also
on a late Roman gold signet ring (No. 218 in B.M. Catalogue). See also Proc. Soc. Ant. Lond., 2nd Series i, 53;
vii, 47; xiii, 49 seq., Arch. Journ. iii, 76; iv, 150; v, 3 seq; vi, 75; x, 328; xi, 84, 226; xvi, 357; xxi, 319; xxii, 117
seq., 164; xxii" 84 seq.
3 Arch. Journ. xxv, 232.
4 With" Verbum Caro Factum Est," (see Arch. Journ. viii. p. 418).
5,Liber 'Maioris Voluminis Secretorum.

ALMOND BUTTER
Lay them in water a night" or two, then blanch them in faire water cold. Then sett some water
on the fire with a little large mace in it, then stamp your Almonds with this liquor & straine it into
a basin. Then put it all with your Almonds into a skillet on the fire & when it boyles wring a lemon
into itt, then take it off speedily, & two holding of a cloth, spread it all abroad. Being cold scrape
it off with a spoon, hang it up for the water to run out & season it with rosewater & fine sugar.
(Kirby Hall Receipt)
HOW TO MAKE CHEESE
. You must make your cheese all of new milke and afterings, and when you put it together you
must boyle one quart of cream untill it boyle up and then put it togeather, but in the summer tyme
the cream must stand untill it be cold, and in evening tyme you must put it together soe hott as
you can, and 3 days after your cheese is made, Jay it in greene rushes and soe shift it every day,
and it will be ready to eat when it is 3 weekes old. (Kirby Hall Receipt).
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The late MR. FRANK LEE was born in 1899 at Blackburn in Lancashire, his father being
a clerk
the railway and his mother a weaver. He started work in a cotton weaving factory
at the age of twelve, l~~er working on the railway at Huddersfield as a booking clerk until he
was twenty-one. He served in the Army for a few months after the end of the 1914-1918 war,
but did not go overseas. By diligent attendance at evening classes at the Technical College at
Huddersfield, he won a Trade Union scholarship at the London Labour College in 1921, and
proceeded by scholarships to Ruskin College at Oxford in 1923, where he took economics,
and to Balliol College, Oxford, in 1925. He became a lecturer in economics for London
University,ofwhich.he was a graduate, and in 1931 settled in Northampton as an extra-mural
lecturer for Cambridge University. He soon started to pull his weight in· local politics and
public affairs, became Leader of the Labour Party on the Town .Council and was Mayor in
1951-52. His other activities included membership of the East Midlands Gas Board and of
the Nene River Board of which he became Chairman ..
Though Lee was a keen politician and threw himself with zest into party strife, he found
his greatest joy in the study of Northampton's history from the earliest times, to which he had
been led by his interest in town-planning-an example of the value of a knowledge of history
in making sensible present-day decisions. His ·studies soon brought him into contact with the
Record Society when its headquarters were in the County Hall. After the war he continued
his researches at Lamport Hall, where he transcribed or made copious notes from the medieval
records relating to the Borough. He was, of course, a member of the Society, and when the
time was ripe for handing over the custody of the MS. colleCtions to a joint committee of the
Local Authorities, Frank Lee gave the Society his unqualified support and played a major
part in bringing the scheme to fruition.
.
When it came into being (1st January, 1952), he declared that he had much rather be a
"consumer," but was persuaded to become the first chairman of the Northamptonshire
Archives Committee. He strove untiringly for the next three years to secure Delapre Abbey
as an ideal home for the Northamptonshire Record Office. His health had been rapidly failing
for some months before the end, but he attended an Archives ' Sub-Committee Meeting the
day before he went into Brompton Hospital, where he died three weeks later on Whitsunday,
. ,
May 29th.
Lee was a masterly lecturer-the most lucid I have ever listened to. He had an
'extraordinary grasp of his material and a phenomenal memory, using hardly any notes. This
was in some ways a pity, for he wrote down and printed little and so much that he had
unravelled about the history of the town from the 12th to the present century died with him.
He did, however, leave two important articles in print:-" Leges Ville Norht, or The Laws
of the Town of Northampton, originally drawn up by the 40 Old Wise Men circa 1189 A.D.",
and" A New Theory of the Origjns and Early Growth of Northampton," the last being given
as a paper to the Royal Archaeological Institute at their summer meeting at Northampton
in 1953. (Offprints of this can be obtained from the Record Society).
A man of considerable ability and charm with JL very good speaking voice, Lee was an
excellent Chairman. It fell to him as .Mayor of Northampton to proclaim on the Market
Square Queen Elizabeth II's accession to the throne, and no-one who witnessed the ceremony
will easily forget the dignity and grace' with which he invested the occasion.
He married in 1926 Olive Mary Spouge, who shared all his political and civic interests
to the full and who survives him with two sons.
.
Had he been spared Frank Lee would undoubtedly have written an important history
of our County Town. As it is, in the midst of a busy life, he had already earned for himself
an honourable place in the succession of our local historians. Fot ,the cause of history
generally through his work for the archives he accomplished much, of ~hich future students
will reap the benefit. He is greatly missed by his friends and fellow-labourers in these fields.

on
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The untimely death of FREDERICK, LORD HESKETH ' at the age of ' thirty-nine took
place on June lOth-only twelve days after that of Mr. Lee. Except for the fact that both had
ancestral connections with Lancashire, the backgrounds of these two men could hardly have
afforded a greater contrast, yet they were both informed by the same zeal in the public service,
and of both it may be said that their death is a reminder "that the reserves of English
character are ' not exhausted." Freddy Hesketh, as he was known to his many friends, was
born inJ916, the second son of Sir Thomas Fermor-Hesketh, first baron Hesketh, whom he
succeeded in 1944, his elder brother having been killed in a flying accident. He was educated
at Eton and served through the War in the Scots Guards: retiring with the rank of Major' in '
1946. He married in 1949 Christian Mary, daughter of Sir John and Lady McEwen. Owner
of one of the most beautiful houses in England,l where his Fermor ancestors have lived since
the 16th century, a man of wide responsibilities and business' interests, lie 'always found time
to help in his quiet and unobtrusive but very effective way the causes which -he deemed worthy'of
support. Among these were St. John's Approved School for Boys at Tiffield, the Roadmenders'
(Boys') Club in Northampton, and, latterly, the Northamptonshire Record . So.ciety, of which
he was Chairman for the last two and a half years of his life. His great and growing interest
in the work of the Society was fully shared by Lady Hesketh, and he devoted much time and
attention to its affairs. The last activity of his life was to make the preparations for entertaining
the members of the Society at Easton Neston on the occasion of their annual meeting,
preparations, alas ! cut short by his sudden death. He will be remembered with gra titude by
many, but perhaps only those who had worked closely with him realised the depth and
integrity . of his character, the soundness of. his judgment, the shrewd perception of his
intelligence, his loyalty to his fellow-workers, and his stout-hearted pursuit of what he held
to be the right course for he was the most unassuming of men, and certainly did not put all
his goods in the shop-window.
.
In conclusion it may be permitted to quote from a moving tribute from Mr. Sacheverell
Sitwell, his friend and neighbour, which appeared in The Times of June 24th, and which
expresses so admirably the feelings of many of us at his passing: " Monosyllabic on first meeting
you, he developed on deeper acquaintance into the most loyal and affectionate of friends,
gifted, too, with a quite exceptional delicacy of sympathy a1,1d understanding. Out of personal
modesty he concealed both taste and knowledge, and one of the kindest of all hearts. . . .
His friends will always remember him. It is the oldest and most appealing of tragedies to die
young, leaving a young widow and three little children.2 This scion of ancient Lancashire
and Northamptonshire families had more of the instinctive and traditional qualities of the
Englishman than are generally to be met with in one person ... "
By the death last summer of EDWARD THURLOW LEEDS, England 'has lost a brilliant
archaeologist whom Northamptonshire can claim as one of her most distinguished sons, for
he came from Eyebury in the Soke of Peterborough, of parents who did outstanding work
in the archaeology of the fens. Born in 1877, Edward Leeds was educated at Uppingham
and Magdalene College, Cambridge, entering the Civil Service of the Federated Malay States
in 1900. When he went to the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford as Assistant-Keeper in the
Department of Antiquities in 1908, he had found his real vocation. He was Keeper of the
Ashmolean Museum from 1928 to 1945, when he retired through ill-health.
Leeds wrote much on his subject, among his principal works being The Archaeology of
the Anglo-Saxon Settlements, and Early Anglo-Saxon Art and Archaeology.
This reviewer had the good fortune to meet hi m twice, once nearly forty years ago at
Eyebury, whither she had bicycled across the fens from Peterborough to visit his very
charming mother on the subject of district nursing, and the second time, a few ' years later at
Oxford. She will never forget the furious energy with which, referring to the delay of some
important publication, he exclaimed: "People think that arChaeology is a thing that can
wait! "
J.W.
1 For an account of Easton Neston, with illustration,
see Royal Archteological Institute: Report of Summer

Meeting, 1953. (See p. 30 above).
2 Lord Hesketh left three sons.

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY

NOTE.- Members of the Society are entitled to free copies of volumes issued
for the years for which they have subscribed, but may purchase volumes for other years
at prices below that for which they are offered to the general public.
Owing to the war, the Society's publications are still in arrears, but every effort
is now being made to overtake these arrears, and to produce the Society's volumes
regularly in future. A complete list of publications to date, with prices to members
and non-members, will be found on page ill above.
The following volumes are in the press:
Elizabethan Peterborough, edited with an Introduction by Daphne Gifford, and
an'notations by W. T. Mellows.
This is the second of the Anthony Mellows Memorial Volumes, presented to the Society
. by the late Mr. w. T. Mellows, and left uncompleted by him at the time of his death. The
extracts from the Chapter Registers and other documents here printed, were selected by him
as sources for the history ~f the City under the dominion .o f the Dean and Chapter in the
reign of Elizabeth 1. In her Introduction Miss Daphne Gifford, Assistant-Keeper of the
Public Records, reconstructs from the documents a vivid and coherent picture of Peterborough
under ecclesi~stical rule.
Subjects dealt with are the endowment of the Dean and Chapter by Henry VIII with
the lands and piate formerly belonging to the Abbey, and particularly with the transfer to
the same body of the conventual buildings, of which a detailed account is given based on
notes left by Mr. Mellows. These buildings included of course the great Abbey church which
we now know as the Cathedral. The Dean's account of the funeral of Mary, Queen of Scots
is of much interest.
The powers of the Dean and Chapter over the City are then discussed. They had the
control of Parliamentary elections; a weekly court of Common Pleas and a court of Pie Powder
were in their hands; they were , owners of the three annual fairs and of the weekly market;
above all, they were lords of the manor of Peterborough. The manor court rolls from 1564
to 1599, which are printed in this volume, tell us much 'of the day to day life of the inhabitants,
as they drove tQeir s~eep and cattle on to the fen (for the City was still largely an agricultural
unit); carried out maintenance work to the fen banks; attended, or failed to attend, archery
practice; played unlawful games-" lez cards et tables "-; attacked each other sometimes
with fists, sometimes with swords and daggers; broke the assizes of bread and ale; sold
"naughtye fische", rotten cheese, or "fowghtie oatmeal" in the market; left dead pigs and
dung-hills in the streets; neglected the town drains; and committed parking offences with
their carts · in Highgate,-keeping the constables, dozeners, ale-conners, food-tasters, and
fen-reeves continually busy.
46
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There was no common type of town government in England until after 1835 and this
book is an important contribution to the subject, for in some ways Peterborough seems to
have been unique.
A document of special interest here printed is the letter of James I to the Dean and
Chapter announcing his intention to remove the body of his motter, Mary, Queen of Scots,
from Peterborough Cathedral to Westminster Abbey. This letter has been framed and now
hangs in the Cathedral Library.
The Wealth of Five Northamptonshire Families, 1540-1640, by M?ry E. Finch.
.
.
. The rise of the new gentry and the inter-relation of political, religious, and economic
affairs from the dissolution of the Monasteries to the .Civil War is a subject that is now
receiving the close attention of economic historians. R. H. Tawney, Lawrence Stone,
H. Trevor-Roper, have all written about it, and not without controversy, for, As Miss Finch
says in her Introduction to this book: " It is by no means ,finally determined which were the
families elevated and what were the decisive factors which caused their elevation. I:qdeed,
until the fortunes of a multitude of individual families have been painstakingly traced by
research into family archives, interpretations of these social changes must remain hypothetical."
She proceeds to give us in the subsequent chapters a detailed study of the economic
history of the Ishams, Spence~s, Fitzwilliams, Brudenells, and Treshams during this century.
These families were chosen because of the wealth of record evidence which they have left
behind them, much of which, by the public spirit of the owners, is now centralised and made
accessible to students at Lamport Hall. In this study, which will be a revelation to many, we
watch the advance from small beginnings to enduring stability of the first four families, who
are ' today still happily seated in the homes which they created for themselves early in the
sixteenth century, while the ruin of the Treshams, who ha<;l risen to wealth and importance
a century earlier than the others, and the causes which led to it, are clearly traced.
Successful sheep-farming; profits of public office and the law; careful management of
estates; prudent marriages; and, above all, .character and personal attention to business
appear as factors contributing to prosperous landownership. The rise or decline in the
fortunes of these families is traced against the contemporary economic background of rising
prices, a brisk land-market, and gradually improving credit facilities. We venture to think
that this book will be indispensable to the student of the period, and a fascinating mine of
information to all who are interested in the history of Northamptonshire.
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