NOTES AND NEWS

Our readers will be pleased to know that over seventy individuals and institutions have
joined the Record Society this year. This very substantial increase is surely a sign of a great
and widespread interest 'in the serious study of history in our County, and also of the reat
value of our publications to historians and the Universities. Among our new institutional
members are the University Libraries of Aberdeen, St. Andrews, and Connecticut, the
University College Libraries of Swansea and Hongkong, Sheffield Central Library, and the
Archives of the Government of the Union of South Africa at Pretoria. We offer a very hearty
welcome to all our new adherents.
The cause of English history in Northamptonshire and the two principal organisations
by which it is represented, have suffered a severe blow by the death earlier this year of two
men, both prominent in our local life. Alderman Frank Lee was the Chairman and moving
spirit of the Northamptonshire Archives Committee, and Frederick, Lord Hesketh, who
died only a few hours before our Annual Meeting, which was to have taken place at his
beautiful home at Easton Neston, was the Chairman of the Council of our Society, whost?
interests he had very much at heart. It is with a heavy sense of loss that we endeavour to
carry on without them. (See pages 44 and.45 below).
D.oMESDAY BOOK. On 1st October Professor V. H. Galbraith, F.B.A., Regius
Professor of History at Oxford, most kindly came over to Northampton and delighted the
members of the Society and their friends with a learned and stimulating lecture on Domesday
Book.* The County Hall, kindly lent by the County Council, was packed to capacity.
RUSHTON HALL. We are glad to tell our readers that through the efforts of the
Historic Buildings Council and the Northamptonshire County Council, the prospect of securing
the preservation of Rushton Hall has become very much brighter. There is at present no
guarantee that a means will be found of putting the Hall to use, bUJ efforts are continuing
in this direction. We gave an illustration of this superb monument of the domestic architecture
of the 16th and 17th centuries in our last issue.
DELAPRE ABBEY. The news about Delapre Abbey is not so good. The long
negotiations, between the public authorities concerned about the future of this building
have most unfortunately come to nothing. If this fine old mansion (so soreTfneeded as an
easily accessible home for the magnificenLcollection of Northamptonshire records now at
Lamport Hall) is to be restored and put to 'this most necessary use, it is evident that it will
have to be done by voluntary effort. The situation, though serious, is not without hope, for
we understand that if the balance of the money needed to put the Abbey in repair can be
raised by voluntary effort, the Minister of Works, on the advice\ of his Historic Buildings
Council, will contribute £5,000. (The estimate for essential restoration and repairs is £15,000,
but to this it would be wise to add a substantial sum for possible contingencies). This offer
should be a great encouragement to all who love our County and its marvellous history, to
put their shoulders to the wheel and not to allow so vital a matter to go by default. No
more than this can be said at present.
VILLAGE HISTORY. The movement for the study of village history under the
inspiration of Mrs. Tynan is making good progress, and village history societies are being
formed and exhibitions ht?ld. The Woodford HaIse Society has close on thirty members
and the history of the railway is now the special subject of research.
.
'
... Domesday Book may be seen by the public at
the Museum of the Public Record Office in Chancery
Lane. The Northamptonshire portion is priuted in
translation in the Victoria History of the County

(with index), Vol. I., pp. 301-355; a facsimile version
of the original is also in print. Both these books are
available at the Public Libraries in ' the County.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Once more we very gratefully acknowledge the generous support
of our staple ind~stry and engineering firms, whose advertisements are such an attractive
feature of this Journal. We must express our great obligations to our contributors,
particularly to Professor Treharne, who, as a result of his researches over many years, has
written for us a new and vivid chapter in the history of our County town. This story of the
first Battle of Northampton reminds us that the well-known political and military struggles
of the 17th century had their counterpart four centuries earlier, when; as later, Northamptonshire .' as the scene of decisive military action, though on the earlier occasion, it was the King
and not the rebels who triumphed. Acknowledgments are also due to Mr. P. I. King and his
colleagues at the Northamptonshire Record Office for answering the many questions put to
them in the course of preparing the articles for this Journal.
The picture on our cover of the Dower House in Fawsley Park is from a sketch by George
Clark, the Scaldwell artist, bequeathed to the Society by the late Mr. Alfred Gotch. Clark
executed drawings in monochrome of scores of houses and churches in this County, just
before photography became fashionable. There is today little left of this old Knightley house,
the ancient family have become extinct, the deer in the glorious Park have disappeared, and
modern industry has taken possession of the great house.
In conclusion we very cordially invite all our readers who sympathise with our aim of
adding fresh pages to the history of England to help on our work by joining the Northamptonshire
Record Society. For though, in the 19th century, local history was somewhat despised, the
motto on our cover (taken from the Rev. J. Mastin's History of Naseby, published in 1792)
is even truer today than when those words were ·first written; there is now a Chair of Local
History at Oxford, and scholars, greatly stimulated by the wealth of records now at their
command, are turning more and more to county and regional studies.
Particulars of membership will be found on page ii, and attention may be drawn to
the fact that the subscription has not been raised in thirty-five years.

'.

BEQUESTS MADE TO THE RECORD SOCIETY
The following list of legacies received by the Society since its foundation is published with gratitude to
those who, hav~g passed on, have sought to perpetuate their interest in history in this way:
Schedule 0/ Bequests

£25*
1936 Miss C. A. Butterfield
£3()()*
1938 Mr. C. E. Thorpe
£500
1943 The Rev. H. I. Longden
1949 Mr. E. H. Holth(mse
£225
£50
1955 Mr. C. E. Burton ......
*Given by executors out of funds bequeathed to unspecified charities.
In addition a sum of £1,475 has been received from the Rev.H. I. Longden's estate for the purpose of printing
his manuscripts, and under the will of the late Mr. J. Alfred Gotch an important collection of the original
sketches and drawings of George Clark of Scaldwell , our famous local artist. ·
It is felt that many members would like to help to perp'etuate the work which the Society is doing. The
following form of bequest is therefore printed as a suggestion to those, who may feel disposed to make some
provision for the Society in their wills:-

I GIVE AND BEQUEATH the sum of £ ............. ~................................. .to the Trustees for the
time being of the Northamptonshire Record Society for the ,purposes of the Endowment
Fund of the Society AND I DIRECT that the receipt 'of the Treasurer to the said Trustees
shall be a sufficient discharge therefor to my Executors.

THE WONDERFUL DISCOVERY AT LITTLE ASHTON

THE village of Ashton near Northampton, of which Little Ashton is an outlying part,
formed, from 1675 until the early years of the present century, part of the Northamptonshire
estate of the Dukes of Grafton. Between 1913 and 1919 the greater part 'of this estate,
including Ashton, was sold in different lots by the eighth Duke. At the 1913 sale a cottage
standing by itself behind the Paddocks farm house in Little Ashton was sold, together with
a row of four c.ottages, to Mr. James Malcher for the total sum of £75.
This single cottage, known as Brook Cottage-it lies ten yards from the brook running
through Little Ashton-is known to have originally consisted of two dwellings.l Built of
the local grey limestone, it was much weathered with age, with a deep thatched roof in
which dormer windows were set. The roof had a steep pitch, and the bedroom ceilings were
vaulted, with beams radiating from the centre of the rooms like the spokes of an umbrella;
the spaces between the beams were filled with lath and plaster, and the whole lightly coated
with whitewash. A partition divided the larger upstairs room into two; it ran up to one side
of the dormer window at the east end of the house.
James Malcher had it in mind to make considerable improvements to his new property,
but his death in March, 1914, cut short his plans, and the war made it impossible for his
widow to carry them out. Apart from routine'-repairs, the only' work done was in the roof;
where the dormer windows were built up from, the outside and thatched over.
From 1914 until the present 'time the cottage has been in the successive occupation of
six different families. No major alterations to the building were executed until 1933, when the
lofty ceiling was blocked away by a second, fiat ceiling of lath and plaster, in' ccordan~ with
a Rural District Council letting regulation. Mr. Albert Shakeshaft, the Ashton builder, and
men in his employment, put up the new ceiling, and Mr. Wilkins~ a former tenant, helped
with the job. He well remembers how thin the coating of plaster was over the thatch, in the
pitch of the roof. He knew that old roof as well as anybody in Ashton did, but he did not know,
and nobody was to know for another twenty years, that if he had pushed his hand through
the plaster, at the corner beside the partition and alongside the place where the easternmost
dormer window had been, he would bave come upon bidden treasure.
In 1945 Brook Cottage was bougbt by Mr. George Richardson, who; in 1950, sold it to
his daughter Stella and her husband, Mr. Charles Griffin.
Mr. and Mrs. Griffin had been living in Brook Cottage for five years, it had been officially
numbered (85 Hartwell Road), and their fourth child had been born there, when they decided
that the thatch, unsound and far from waterproof, must be replaced with asbestos roofing.
The Northampton firm of Steele and Bray undertook the work, and in January, 1955, the·
stripping of the roof began-a work of some weeks, for the thatch was in places as much as
four feet thick. At about eleven o'clock on the morning of February 17th Mr. Ernest Bonsor
was working on the last remaining section of 't hatch; from a ladder placed over the house
door he was pulling the straw, layer by layer, from the side of the bulge where the dormer.
1 My thanks are due to Mrs. George Richardson, Mrs. Griffin and Mr. Archie ' Wilkins for much
information about Bro"ok Cottage.
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window had been. " As I pulled the last layer of the straw away," he told the Coroner later,
" Ithere was a kind of)eather bag came out of the straw. I found it was a bag of coins partly
split. As I pulled the sheaf away, the coins seemed to run with it." He shouted to his mates:
"Look what we've got here," and carried his find carefully down the ladder. The men
hunted in the rest of the thatch and on the ground, and satisfied themselves that they had
not ov.erlooked any coins; a .considerable number . were still in the crevict:?S of the thin,
stiff) brittle wash-leather of the bag
in which they had been hidden away.,
- By -this time Mrs. Griffin had
been called and had brought out a
newspaper, in which the bag was
carefully wrapped. Then she fetched
her neighbour, Mrs. Lever, a member
of the Women's Institute committee
which had, two months before, published a scrapbook of the village .
. Mrs. Lever asked if the coins could
be brought to me, as she knew I
would be interested to see them. It
was mid-day when Mrs. Lever and
Mr. Turner, the foreman of the
gang, arrived at the Old Rectory
with ' the coins, and the hoard was
soon spread out on the table, while
we stood in animated confusion
counting them and brushing away
the dirt and straw from the bag. My
husband reminded us that the find
must be reported to the Coroner.
This was duly done, and a telephone
call was also made to a Chronicle and
Echo reporter, who arrived in a short
time to add his exclamations to ours.
The story was told over again to him,
and the conversation recorded ' on a
BROOK COTTAGE IN 1911
tape-ma.chine for our village archives.
Mrs. Gare and her daughter Gertie by the gate
This type of machine was new to the
reporter, and I am not sure to this
day which impressed him more, the bag of 184 silver coins or the machine which faithfully
recorded the details of their restoration to the air after nearly three hundred years.
We were not numismatists. We noted that the earliest date was 1561, the latest 1686;
that comparatively few of the coins had legible dates; that they were very thin and worn, except
for two crowns; and that many had been clipped. We were still counting and arranging when
Inspector Reynolds of Northampton, instructed by the Coroner, arrived to take the·.coins
into custody until an inquest should be held on them-and the story was told once more.
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The inquest was held on Monday, February 21st, 1955, at the Old Crown Inn in Ashton.
The Coroner, Mr. John Stuart Budge of Towcester, remarked that it was the first he had held
over treasure trove: "an unusual sort of inquest to hold and of a more fortunate nature
than mose' (I noted, however, when he kindly sent me 'a copy of the inquisition afterwards,
that the customary printed form had been only partially altered, and that the hoard was
described somewhat oddly as "then and there lying dead.") Inspector Reynolds had not
attended a treasure trove inquest before; neither had Captain Ferris, landlord of the Old Crown,
nor his wife; and the Old Crown, which in its time has been used for rent-collecting, village
dances, private conferences 'a nd parish council meetings, has almost certainly never witnessed
this particular kind of scene before. Many people fought their way through an unpleasant
snowstorm to watch the proceedings.
Eight" good and lawful men," all Ashton inhabitants, were sworn in as Jury, and the
Coroner rehearsed the six questions which they would later be required to answer:(1) Of what did the find consist? (2) Where was the find deposited? (3) Was it
intentionally hidden or concealed, or accidently lost, or purposely abandoned?
(4) Is the owner unknown? (5) Who was the finder? (6) Did the finder conceal his find?
He then quoted two passages defining treasure trove:" Treasure trove is where any gold or silver in coin, plate or bullion is found concealed in a
house, or in the earth, or in a private place, the owner thereof being unknown, in which case
the treasure belongs to the King or his grantee having the franchise of treasure trove; but if
he that laid it be known or afterwards discovered, the owner and not the King is entitled to it,
this prerogative right only applying in the absence of an owner to claim the property. If the
owner, instead of hiding the treasure, casually lost it or purposely parted with it in such a
manner that it is evident he intended to abandon the property altogether and did not purpose
to resume it on another occasion, as if he threw it on the ground or other public place, or in
the sea, the first finder is entitled to the property against everyone but the owner, and the
King's prerogative does not in this respect obtain. So that it is in the hiding and not the
abandonment of the property that entitles the King to it. It is the duty of every person who
finds any treasure to make it known to the Coroner of the County. The penalty for
concealing it is fine or imprisonment." Chitty'S Prerogatives of the Crown, (1820), p. 152.
Mr. Bonser was taken through his report of how he found the hoard; Mrs. Griffin through
the details of her family's possession of Brook Cottage; Inspector Reynolds reported that there
were no title-deeds earlier than 1913, and that it was impossible to suggest who had occupied
the house at the time when the coins might be supposed to have been hidden. Mr. Reginald
Brown, of tp.e Northampton Museum, stated that the hoard consisted of:Elizabeth 1-3 half-crowns, 9 shillings, 51 sixpences.
James 1-4 half-crowns, 5 shillings, 10 sixpences.
Charles I-51 half-crowns, 33 shillings, 11 sixpences.
Charles 11-1 crown, 5 half-crowns.
James 11-1 crown.
" A number of hoards of coins have been found in the County," he said, "but none, as far
as I know, of this date. It is important from 'an archaeological point of view that the hoard
should be kept together, and we hope it will come to Northampton Museum."
When the evidence had been heard, the jury was asked to answer the six questions, one
by one; when they had done so, the Coroner pronounced the hoard " treasure trove," and
I
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told the assembled people that he " seized it for the Queen." It would now be sent to the
British Museum, wheJ;e, after detailed examination, the ultimate disposition of the coins
would be decided, and the finder rewarded in proportion to their value. The inquest was
now concIu~ed. The people of Ashton, who had seen history suddenly coming to life, were
left with a feeling of anti-climax-but with a feeling, too, that the past was alive in Ashton
as well ,.as the present. Pa~ticularly did we feel this beCause the hoard was found in Little
Ashton, the only part of our village which we can now truthfully call old; a part of the
v1llage where only one house has been built within the last century (and that was in the
1840's), where families like the Gearys and Fearns and Clarks lived continuously for .three
generations and probably more, a part of the 'village cut off now by the ra~lway embankment,
and earlier still by the pastures of Cooks Close and Hollowells (later Follies) Close, and by
the serpentine Watery Lane. Ignorant of the law of treasure trove until now, we all felt
disappointed that the coins would not remain in Little Ashton, and we could only hope that
they would one day be exhibited in the Northampton Museum, as a hoard and with
something of their history attached:
In the meantime there was much speculation about the probable value of the coins,
and their original owner. There were theories of highwaymen and robbers, but most people
more rationally supposed that the coins were the life's savings of a cottager who was perhaps
prevented by sudden death from passing on the secret of their hiding place, and that
generations of thatchers, laying their straw on to previous work, had made that hiding-place
increasingly safe.
, It might one day be possible to discover who lived at Brook Cottage at the end of the
seventeenth century. At present we can only push the tenancies back a little over a hundred
years, from the time of the Duke's sale. At the end of the nineteenth century the Mills
family was in oc.cupation. Moses Mills, Parish Clerk in Ashton for nineteen years, is still
remembered here. Bent almost double over his stick,he used to hobble down the Pykle from
Brook Cottage, small children following respectfully to note whether his chin met his knees
as he walked. It is believed in the Malcher family that Moses Mills' father Benjaniin (whose
servic~ . as Parish Clerk lasted for the astonishing period of thirty-one years) occupied the
cottage before him; and this is a family tradition to be trusted, for the Malchers, who go
back seven generations in Ashton themselves, have a marked respect for the history of the
village. A sketch map drawn by Robert Stephenson in 1832 to show the proposed route of
the London to Birmingham Railway through Ashton 1 seems. to confirm that Benjamin Mills
was tenant of Brook Cottage; but the map is so small that it is difficult to identify the
buildings correctly. Benjamin's father, William Mills, was married in Ashton Church in 1780, .
but the family makes no earlier appearance in the registers. We cannot connect Brook
Cottage with any other families, but it "is clearly shewn on a map of 17272.
From the date of the latest coin in the hoard it may safely be assumed that by the time
this map was made, by order of the Duke of Grafton, the wash-leather bag .of coins had
already been flattened under several layers of thatch. "Was it intentionally hidden or
concealed, or accidentally lost, or purposely abandoned ?" Behind the legal phrases the
novelist, no less than the local historian, can discern a story.
MARGERY FISHER

London and Birmingham Railway Plans, 1832,
rdeposited at the offices of the County Council,
Northampton.
1

2 This

map is in the Grafton Collection in the
Northamptonshire. Record Office at Lamport Hall.

SOME PRESS , OPINIONS OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY
(For

fulll~st

with prices, see page iii).

THE opinions of the Book of WilIiam Morton (Vol. XVI), published in ]954, have been very encouraging. We
hope that those of our members who have no acquaintance with medieval Latin found compensation for the
Latin text in Mr. Brooke's interesting Introduction.
In a review headed" Caviare to the General," the Tablet writes: "WilIiam Morton .held the office of
almoner at Peterborough Abbey from 1448 to 1467. In that capacity he discharged all the varied duties, personal,
legal, and financial of a ] 5th century estate manager .... he kept a private .account and memorandum book
... here printed in full. Mr. C. N. L. Brooke contributes a full and masterly introduction which adds much
to the value of the b~ok." The Times Literary Supplement says: "It is admirably edited with glossary, notes,
and a full index," ~nd Le Revue d'Histoire Ecclesiastique (Belgium): " L'excellente introduction du professeur
Christopher Brooke nous initie aux complications de l'administration monastique au milieu du XVe siecle."
The Correspondence of Bishop Brian Duppa and Sir Justinian Isham, 1650-1660, published last April, has
had a very good reception. C. V. Wedgwood in Time and Tide: " Sir Gyles Isham deserves the thanks of all
students of the Commonwealth for his careful editing of the correspondence between his ancestor Sir Justinian
Isham and Brian Duppa, the dispossessed Bishop of Salisbury .... The student of the literary and philosophical
ideas of the epoch will find much useful material h~re, but the lasting charm of the correspondence lies in the
incidental picture which.it gives of Cavalier society under Cromwellian rule." The Manchester Guardian:
" The Duppa-Isham letters are fascinating as a picture of how fierce partisans could enjoy a relatively quiet
life under a regime they detested." \ The Church Times: "The value of these letters for historians is obvious
. . . .• . . . yet everyone who is interested in the seventeenth century in England ... will find much to attract
him in these pages. . ... Of the Anglican prelates who did not go into exile, Duppa was one of the most active
and the least dispirited ...... he did what he could to maintain the Church of England in the day of calami ty,
and lived to play a notable part in its restoration. To his indomitable courage the Church owes an incalculable
debt, and one of which it is good to be reminded." Northants. Evening Telegraph: " ...... particularly
interesting are the glimpses of the home life of Sir Justin·ian. . ...... Famous people of the day move in and
out of the letters. . ..... References to food show the delightful humanity of some of the letters." The Book
Exchange: "This published correspondence ..... is of the very greatest interest to historia s of the seventeenth
century, from whatever angle their interest arises. Ecclesiastical and political as well as social life come~ under
review, but quite aside from the interests of the specialist, there is much attractive wit and general interest
which will enthral the general ~eader as well." Northampton Independent: "Of a particularly intimate and
revealing- character seeing that it is devoted to hitherto unpublished correspondence. No fewer than ] 40 letters
are quoted with copious commentaries by Sir Gyles which keenly enhance the interest of the work." The Times
Literary Supplement: " The letters ... possess a quite exceptional literary interest."
It is note-worthy that in editing this volume Sir Gyles was able to check his ancestor's quotations (rom
classical authors from the very volumes (still on the library shelves at Lamport) in which Sir Justinian had
originally read them.
Northants. and Rutland Clergy from 1500, a work the rights in which were bequeathed by the author, the
Rev. H. 1. Longden, to the Record Society,_has received a very full notice by Professor Norman Sykes in
The English Historical Review (January, 1955). This work, says the Professor: " will be of inestimable service to
ecclesiastical historians, students of the local history of the Midlands, and to genealogists.
. . . The
contemplation of the massive results of so much research into the minutiae of biography moves the reader
to mingled astonishment and gratitude. The entire pattern of Anglican churchmanship can be traced through
its successive and differing stages amongst the bishops and clergy of Peterborough diocese . . .. Moreover, the
editor's record is agreeably diversified by a list of Northamptonshire hermits, and of the monks of Pt?terborough
who found the dissolution so much to their liking as to pass over en masse into the new Cathedralfoundation,
an outstanding example of the English gift for compromise and continuity." After giving more than three pages
of examples from this work, the reviewer concludes: "Not only this short sketch, but ,the entire contents of
his volumes are sufficient evidence of his [the author's] untiring zeal, diligence, and industry. It is much to be
regretted that he did not live to see the completion of his studies."
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SIR WILLIAM DUGDALE IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
;.:

NOTHING ' is more remarkable in seventeenth century England," says Professor Douglas,
than the efflorescence of historical studies which then took place, except perhaps the extent
to which they were intertwined with the religious and political life of the time." I The enthusiasm
and to some extent the learning of the great scholars who adorned this century were shared.by
many of the nobility and landed gentry, for historical research was very much in the air,just as
jt is today. The -fire had been kindled in the previous century by the topographers,-by John
Leland and his royal master and patron, Henry VIII, by Camden in the reign of Elizabeth I, and
now under the Stuart sovereigns "the shires of England were one after another receiving their
historians,"2 and the doors of the muniment rooms in hall and manor house were opened to
the scholars as they rode round the country in search of their material.
,
One of the foremost figures in this golden age of scholarship Was Sir William Dugdale,
and in Northamptonshire he' found a group of men who delighted in his friendship. These
were Sir Christopher (afterwards Lord) Hatton, of Kirby Hall; Geoffrey Palmer of Carlton;
Thomas, Lord Brudenell of Deene (afterwards first Earl of Cardigan); and Sir Justinian Isham
of Lamport. Dugdale, himself the owner of a small property in the neighbouring county of
Warwick, was born in 1605. In 1630 he was taken by a friend to see Sir Christopher Hatton~
" a person highly affected to antiquities "-in his lodgings in an apothecary's house near
Temple Bar, 'who welcomed him" with all expressions of kindness, with readiness. to further
him in these his studyes."3 There ensued a lifelong friendship between the two men. Dugdale
was often at Kirby Hall, and it was doubtless through Hatton that he met the other members
of the circle, all living within twenty miles of Kirby.
After Straffo:r:d',s execution Dugdale scented trouble ahead, and with Hatton's
encouragement rode round the country, accompanied by William Sedgwick, an heraldic
painter, starting with London and thence from county to county, drawing the monuments
and coats of arms ·and copying the inscriptions in the churches and cathedrals, " to the end
that the memory of them, in case of that ruine then imminent, might be preserved for future
and better times."4 And indeed two years later (1643), mostof the tombs of the abbots in
Peterborough Cathedral were destroyed by Cromwell's soldiers.
Hatton helped Dugdale financially with his Antiquities of Warwickshire, but the greatest
service that he rendered him was 10 procure him access to the public records then housed in
the 'Tower of London, to Sir Robert Cotton's famous collection, and to the muniment rooms
of his friends. So grateful was Dugdale that he dedicated his famous history of Warwickshire
to Hatton. The great collection of medieval charters transcribed on to sheets of parchment
,recently published by the Oxford University Press (Vol. XV in this Society's series) under the
title: Sir Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals, was th~ joint enterprise of the two friends.
Dugdale often stayed with Hatton in London and Northamptonshire and visited him and
Lady Ratton for three months when they were living in exile in Paris in 1648.5
Lord Brudenell, for his supposed adherence to the King at the beginning of the Civil
War, spent much of his time between 1646 and 1650 in the Tower of London, or at least in
'London under detention as a " delinquent," and it was very likely from the Tower that he
<;,
<;,

present Earl of Winchilsea. The Record Society has
photographs of the Ndrthamptonshire portion of the
book.
S For Dugdale's visits to Kirby see Lady Stenton's
Introduction to ,the Book of Seals, pp. xxix, xxx.

David Douglas, English Scholars, p. 18.
[bid-po 33.
W. Hamper, Life, Diary, and Correspondence of
Sir William Dugdale, (1827),' p. 9.
4 Ibid. p. 13. These drawings, known as "The
]look of Monu~ents," came by inheritance to the
I
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SIR WILLIAM DUGDALE

1605-1686
From a por~rait (No. 540) in the National Portrait
Gallery. Reproduced by courtesy of the Director
from a block kindly lent by the Warwickshire
County Council.
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wrote to Hatton in May, 1648, telling him that
" Mr. Dugdale and Mr. Dodsworth,t our fellowstudents in arms are well, visit me, and remember
your Lordship, as I do often times."2 In 1656,
Dugdale gave Brudenell a copy of his newly
published Antiquities of Warwickshire, which is still
at Deene. There is no evidence that Dugdale ever
stayed at Deene, but he probably often walked or
rode over there from Kirby Hall, less than two
miles away, and gave his advice and encouragement
to Brudenell in his own extensive researches.
Dugdale kept Lord Brudenell's letters to him and
one is printed by Hamper in the work quoted
above.
On August 4th, 1657, after spending a night
with Mr. "Palmer at Carlton,3 Dugdale rode onto
Lamport to stay with Sir Justinian Isham, then
living there quietly as a "delinquent" with his
second wife and young children. Isham was a
SIR JUSTINIAN ISHAM, 2ND BART.
scholarly man, but his interests lay more with the
classics than with English medieval history.4 HowFrom a miniature at Lamport
ever, that Dugdale was royally entertained by him
by Samuel Cooper.
and allowed to browse among the muniments to his
heart's content, is evident from the charming letter which Dugdale wrote to him after his
visit. It was thus addressed:" For my much honoured friend, Sir Justinian Isham Bart.
Lamport in Northamptonshire."s
" Honoured Sir,
Acknowledging my selfe exceedingly obliged to you for the noble favours I received
from you at Lamport, I have here sent you the transcript of a Record in the Tower, which
shews that your ancestor was one of those eminent men who tooke part with the Barons in
the later end of K[ing] John's reigne, when they, by power, extorted from him those two
famous Charters, vzt: Magna Charta and Charta de Foresta; for which high act (the K[ing]
falling ofr from what he had done, so soone as he could get strength to withstand them) they
stood upon their guard; soe that the K[ing] dying, all things being prudently composed by
the wisdome of that famous man· Will: Marshall Earle of Pembroke,6 they were received to
grace and favour, and their lands restored to them, which had been seized on by the King,
for that buisnesse.
Sir, I shall be very ambitious to serve you in any thing that lyes in my power; desiring
that you will, upon all occasions wherein I may testifie how much I love and honour you,
comman'd your most humble servant,
WILLM DUGDALE

London 25 Sept: 1657.
[Continued on next page]
1 Roger Dodsworth, another great antiquary of the
period, a friend of and collaborator with Dugdale.
21Joan Wake, The Brudenells of Deene, p. 138.
3 Afterwards Sir Geoffrey Palmer, Attorney-General
under Charles Il, Hamper, op. cif. , p. 101.
4 See The Duppa-Isham Correspondence, ed. by Sir
Gyles Isham (N.R.S. vol. XVII), passim.

5 The reference to this letter, which is still at
Lamport, is I.C. 433a.
6 WiUiam Marshal,· was Regent af the Kingdom
during the first three years of the reign, the new King
Henry III being a child.

SIR

WILLIAM

DUGDALE

IN

NORTHAM,PTONSHIRE

11

Present my humble service to your good Lady, I pray you. Mr. Ashmole 1 and Mr.Thorndike2
desire that their service be remembred to you."
.
Dugdale's transcript of the entry on the Close Roll enclosed
iil his letter to Sir Justinian (N.R.O./I.C.433b)

The entry on the Close Roll of the first year of King Henry III copied by Dugdale (C.R. r Henry III
pt. I? m. 23). The roll measures 14·3" across and in order to reproduce this entry the photograph had to be
cut In half.

Translation of the above entry on the Close Roll.
"The King to the sheriff of Northamptonshire, etc. Know that Henry of Isham has
returned to our faith and service and has done us fealty and homage. And therefore we
order you that, after taking security from him for his future faithful service, you cause
him to have without delay full seisin of all his lands in your bailiwick of which he had
been previously disseised, inasmuch as he was in arms against us with our enemies.
Witness the Earl at Dorking, 27th day of February: By the said Earl." 3
1 Elias
Ashmole (1617-92), antiquarY' and
astrologer, who presented his collection of curiosities
and his library to Oxford University.
2 Herbert Thomdike (1598-1672), scholar and

theologian, Prebendary of Westminster, 1661, and a
great friend of Sir Justinian.
3 William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke.
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NO R T H A M PTO N S H IRE

PAS TAN D

P RES E NT

All doclp;nents issued by the Royal Chancery were sealed, and, from the beginning of the
reign of King John, copies of them were kept on the rolls of Chancery. These rolls were of
three main types: the Charter Rolls containing important grants of lands and privileges given
in perpetuity; the Patent Rolls with the text of letters sufficiently important to be issued open,
i.e. 'with the Great Seal pendent; and the Close Rolls with the text of the routine letters of
government whic.\l; were closed by the seal. This last series thus preserves an almost day to day
record of medieval administration which is unique among the surviving governmental records
of any. medieval state. ·
The Close Roll was in effect an out-letter book in which to save time th~ pUrely formal
clauses were omitted. Thus the clerk wrote: " The King to the Sheriff of Northamptonshire,
etc.," where the original letter began: " Henry, King of England and Lord of Ireland ...
to the Sheriff of Northamptonshire, greeting." Dugdale's is a faithful transcript apart from his
writing" accepto " instead of" accepta," nor has he bothered to copy the note of warranty
on the roll: " By the said Earl," which records the author~ty for the issue of the order.
In calling the ron " part 2 " Dugdale is in error. Part 2 is an incomplete duplicate of
part 1, but does not contain the Isham entry.
Sir Justinian was delighted to receive this transcript and carefully endorsed it: "This
Copy was sent mee by Mr. Dugdale and not to be lost. J. Isham." Dugdale was not given to
speaking loosely, and it is interesting that he considered" Henry de Iseham " an ancestor of
the Ishams of Lamport. This family of Isham are found as tenants at Isham, the village from
which they took their name, at a very early period. Roger de Isham, who appears to have
been of indigenous stock, as he is described as " son of Azor," who in Domesday Book held
lands in Pytchley of the Abbot of Peterborough, and in Isham, was an early benefactor of the
Cluniac Priory of St. Andrew in Northampton, and others of the name occur in early records.
Henry de Isham held 2t virgates in Isham in the time of Henry 11.1 HIS son was the" eminent
man" who took part with the Barons agains,t King John. After his restoration to his lands by
Henry III in 1217, he presented to the church in Isham as " Henry son of Henry de Isham "
in 1236. 2 He died before 1249, however, when his son's guardian, Robert La Bauth,presented
to the church in Isham on his behalf. This son, another Henry de Isham, was thus a minor
in 1249; but in 1264· he was taken prisoner at the capture of Northampton while in arms with
Simo'n de Montfort's supporters against Henry III and had to pay a ransom of 40 marks. 3
Professor Treharne's conclusion, therefore,4 that Simon de Montfort found support among
those whose fathers had opposed King John is thus strikingly supported by this story of the
early lshams .
. Of these friends of Dugdale, Brudenell died in 1663, Hatton in 1670, Isham in 1675, and
Dugdale himself in 1686. What Dugdale did for Warwickshire in the seventeenth century,
John Bridges was to do for Nortbamptonshire in t,he eighteet.l.th, and George Baker in the
nineteenth century, both modelling their work on that of their great predecessor. From a,study
of the footnotes to their histeries (which is, by the way, a most interesting diversion), it can
easily be seen that the gentry of our County were as ready to open the doors of their muniment
rooms to them as their ancestors had been to admit Dugdale, and as their successors are to
welcome the scholars of the present age. And so the moral of this article is that in war and in
scholarship the continuity of English history is a very real thing. 5
JOAN WAKE

GYLES ISHAM

1

V.C.H. Northants, 1, p. 382; IV, p. 188.

2 Ibid. IV, p. 188.
3 Calendar of Close
4 See his article on

page 19 above.

Rolls (1264) I, pp. 376, 377.
the Battle of Northampton,

5 The help of ProfesSot Galbraith and of Mr. H. C.
Johnson and his colleagues at the Public Record
Office in the preparation of this article is gratefully
acknowledged.

