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Society on September 20th 1952-
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THE TUDOR MONARCHS AND THEIR LORD LIEUTENANTS 5 

So then did the Lieutenants emerge, really as an adaptation of the old system of 
Commissioners of Array, who had been required to rai e local levie , but becoming 
distinct in themselves by the Act of 1549, Strype's year of riots and rebellion, when men 
designated now as" the King's Lieutenants" were required to deal with such offences a 
treason and rebellion and" other evil deeds, what oever they be." 

This legislation, however, co~tained no suggestion that these appointments were 
to be anything but temporary in character, con tituted merely to meet a state of 
emergency. The office of His or Her Majesty's Lieutenant began in fact as a hort
termed post, mainly military in character. As such it remained in theory and to some 
extent in practice until the close of the era. Commission were i ued, and not neces arily 
renewed, as the Crown, acting through the Council, judged best. Moreover there wa an 
arbitrary and far from uniform grouping of countie . At varying time some counties, 
not always the same ones, might have each its own single Lieutenant. In other ca e 
several counties would be joined together with one Lieutenant over all. Thu in 1551 the 
Marquess of Northampton was commissioned as Lieutenant for the counties or shires of 
Northampton, Bedford, Buckingham, Hertford and Cambridge. It is however important 
to notice that this grouping together did not, in actual fact, destroy the county boundary. 
Even when thus placed together, each county was regarded as a separat.e administrative 
unit and so retained its own identity. Another expedient was to give some one county or 
shire more than one Lieutenant. This more often occurred in the maritime counties, at a 
moment when careful watch and ward had to be kept. But it also sometimes happened 
that the Lieutenant would be judged young and inexperienced and in need of an older 
coadjutor. Or, as for example in the case of Burghley, who held several lieutenancies 
at different times, he might be holding high office at court and so be frequently called 
away. This system of more than one Lieutenant for a single county could never, given 
human nature as it is, have been completely satisfactory; and by the middle of Mary's 
reign it had been replaced by the institution of deputies. By no means all lieutenants 
were allowed these, and when they were appointed their office was as temporary as that 
of their chief. But they were even more essentially of the county than he. From the 
beginning the jurisdiction of a deputy was confined to a single county, one in which he 
was a landowner and nearly always aJustice of the Peace. 

The opening words of the Commission are in some respects the most significant : 
" Know ye that for the great and singular trust and confidence we have in your approved 
fidelity, wisdom and circumspection, we have assigned .... you to be our Lieutenant 

" 
It is a tribute to the discernment of those who advised the Crown in the 

appointments that, these being the requirements, they so seldom made a mistake in 
choosing their men. Here tribute must be paid first to William Cecil, Lord Burghley, and 
then to his son Robert. Nothing is more remarkable than the way in which 
both contrived to keep in touch with what was going on, not only in the counties with 
which they themselves were most closely connected but in all the counties. They were 
excellent judges of character and few districts in England and but few men called on to 
take office could have hoped to escape their penetrating scrutiny. 

And the system worked. We see the lieutenants and their deputies making plans for 
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SOME REMINISCENCES OF THE AGE OF DUVEEN 

READING S. N. Behrman's Duveen, ha recalled to m a few meeting with ome of 
the principals in the story of the 'twenties. I never met Duveen him If, but I went to hi 
house on Fifth Avenue, and I think I had better t 11 my t ry by m an of the hue 
which I visited. 

First, in time, and most interesting in retrospect, i my vi it in 1926 to the house and 
library of Henry E. Huntington, not long before his death br u ht the ntire Huntington 
collection into the hands of the State of California. 

My own interest in Henry E. Huntington had nothin t do with pictur . In 1867, 
Charles Edmonds of the firm of Willis and Sotheran, di over.ed at the hou e of my 
great-uncle Sir Charles Isham, of Lamport Hall (where I now live), a great many literary 
rarities of the Elizabethan period. After the building of the cla sical library in 1732, 
these small volumes were apparently consigned to an attic to make way for the folio 
proper to a gentleman's library in the classic taste. Succe ive rebuildings of portions of 
the house saw the Elizabethan volumes moved from attic to attic. A more utilitarian age 
would have consigned them to the bonfire. About 1840, they were shown to Mr. Dash, .a 
Kettering bookseller, who declined to purchase them, and dismissed them after a 
cursory examina~ion as valueless. The story goe that Charles Edmonds, after going 
through and arranging the library, missed his train, whereupon the Dowager Lady 
Isham, who came to Lamport as mistress in 1818, recalled the books in the attic, and 
suggested to Mr. Edmonds that he might fill in his time by examining them. By this 
means, Edmonds was enabled to make, perhaps, the great bibliographical discovery of 
all time. For there, grimy, but perfect in other respects, was a copy, a unique copy of the 
Venus and Adonis of Shakespeare in the 1599 edition, which the Bishop of London had 
ordered to be burned. Only less sensational was the discovery of Marlowe and Chapman's 
Hero and Leander ( 1 597), and other unknown or very rare works. 

In 1893, Sir Charles Isham sold most of these books to Mr. Christie-Millar of 
Britwell Court, and to the British Museum, for £4,000-the value set on them by Dr. 
Garnett of the Museum. The lion's share, including the Venus and Adonis, went to Mr. 
Christie-Millar who put up £3,000 of the purchase money. That he made a good 
investment on Dr. Garnett's advice there can be no doubt, for after his death, when the 
Britwell Court Library was dispersed, from 1910 to 1927, the books which he had 
bought from SIr Charles Isham for £3,000 realised £51,725, The story has been fully 
told by Mr. William A. Jackson, Associate Professor of Bibliography in Harvard 
University, in an essay, The Lamport Hall) Britwell Court Books) printed in the Joseph 
Quincey Adams Memorial Studies issued by the Folger Library in Washington in 1948.1 

In 1919, the Venus and Adonis) and other books from Britwell Court were sold to Mr. 
Smith, for Henry E. Huntington, and sent to his growing library at San Marino. The 
Venus and Adonis cost him £15,000. 
I. Though correct in bibliographical details, this account, based on printed sources, should not be relied on in 
details, since the author has several times been misled by his sources. 
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SOME REMINISCENCES OF THE AGE OF DUVEEN 9 

the means and the desire to do so. He collected the English School of the 18th Century 
because he liked it. After his death, the people of California could enjoy the e things. It 
was his contribution. All this had the ring of sincerity, and was oddly touching. He was 
specially apologetic about" The Blue Boy." He had offered to withdraw from the 
purchase, if any Englishman would agree to put up an equivalent sum of money; but 
his offer was not accepted. He hoped we thought he had done right. Prince William of 
Sweden, who had visited him, had thought so. Prince William was quite democratic; he 
had shaken hands quite informally. His wife (Huntington's not Prince William's) had 
been a most artistic woman, though her tastes had been mainly for Italian paintings. 
Her death had been a great blow. He himself only wanted to join her. The time would 
not be long before the people of California could enjoy his bequest. 

It was a long monologue punctuated by polite comments, as we wandered over the 
Savonnerie or Aubusson carpets, or sat on the French chairs in sombre magnificence. It 
was getting dark when we left with a strong feeling of depression, heightened by hunger, 
for the sole refreshment offered (perhaps in deference to our nationality) had been a cup 
of weak tea. 

The lonely old man died the next year, and the house became a Museum and Public 
Library. I went to see it again on a brilliant May day in 1935. When a private house 
becomes a museum it usually assumes rather a funereal aspect. Not so the Huntington 
Museum which seemed a much more living place than it had in the last 'year of the 
millionaire's life. This time I was more interested in the Italian pictures colkcted by 
Arabella Huntin~ton, and the English painters seemed less impressive. Perhaps it was 
the brilliant light of a Californian summer day, so much more congenial to the 
quattrocento and cinquecento painters than to the English Masters, who painted in the 
damp and gloom of their countryside. 

My next house was the French mansion of Duveen on 5th Avenue, New York, 
where I went to tea with his daughter in the winter of 1927. She had a sitting room on 
the top floor. After tea, she said there were some rather nice pictures in the drawing 
room. Would her guests care to see them? But a disappointment awaited us after 
descending in the lift. Lady Duveen was having a singing lesson, and the drawing room 
was not available. So I left Duveen's house without seeing a single picture; a fate 
usually reserved for intending purchasers deemed unworthy of the Master's patronage. 

Lastly, another 5th Avenue Mansion, where I took tea that same winter, the 
Edward S. Harkness home. The Harkness family did not, as Mr. Behrman reminds us, 
patronise Duveen, but his principal rival, Knoedlers. The result went far to invalidate 
Duveen's claim that the best pictures could only be bought through him. For the pictures 
were magnificent. There was a glowing Pinturiccio (placed somewhat inappropriately 
on the top of the piano) ; a Holbein ; the routine English 18th century portraits, very 
highly varnished. But I was specially struck by a Goya portrait in the library, one of the 
pictures at a then recent loan exhibition (with anonymous lenders) at the Metropolitan 
Museum in New York. " Ah ! " said I, "I see, Mrs. Harkness, you are the owner of 
that charming Goya I so admired at the Metropolitan Museum." " Why, yes," said . 
my hostess, " we had the picture on approval here, and Edward didn't like it so he sent 
it back to Knoedler's. But I kind-a-missed it. ' Edward,' I said, ' I miss that little man 
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THE HISTORIAN'S EVIDENCE 

FAl\1ILY AND ESTATE RECORDS IN TH ~ ORTH MTON HIRE 
RECORD OFFICE 

S T U DEN T S coming into the Library at Lamport Hall pa ,ju t ut ide the door, a 
large framed map hanging on the wall. This is a coloured opy of Eyre and Jeffery .' map 
of the County of Northamptont which, apart from being the earlie t on a large scale-it 
was first published in 1779- also has the great advantage of havin marked on it the 
names of a large number of the owners of the bigger country houses and tate . . It seem 
to me that this conjunction of names and place enable the map t repre ent in a 
significant and satisfactory way the importance of country houses at a tim when each of 
them was to a greater or le. ser degree the centre of th life and a tivitie of 
the surrounding hamlets and villages, and in an age before the va t gr wth in the ize of 
the towns had given the urban communities an overwhelming importance in comparison 
with the rural centres of population. Each of these houses wa , from one point of view, 
and in many cases still is, a ' records repository,' a place where muniment of title, the 
documents which accumulate in the course of transacting the necessary bu ine s of an 
estate, family papers and letters, and often the official paper of owner who have held 
public office are kept, perhaps in a muniment room, perhaps in a croquet box, a trunk 
in the attic, or a cupboard in the library. Some of these accumulation of documents, 
known to students and archivists as private collections, have disappeared; others have 
been taken to another county when the family has moved to another estate, or in more 
recent times have gone perhaps to a bank or into a solicitor's strong room in London. 
Those, on the other hand, which have been sent to the Northampton hire Record 
Office at Lamport Hall, have taken on a new lease of life as material for the historian. 
Private collections, indeed, form the largest and most important class of the records 
preserved there. This article will be limite,d to an attempt to give a general idea of their 
contents, but I hope at a later date to deal with other classes of record in the cu tody of 
the Archives Committee. 

There are now over thirty such private collections in the Record Office, about half 
of which may be described as large collections amounting to 3,000 documents or over. 

THE FITZWILLIAM COLLECTION is perhaps the largest of all and comprises 
both estate and family papers. These include a long run of correspondence from c. 1530 
to c. I 860 in which may be found some instructions to the English ambassador at the 
French court at th'e time when Henry VIII was trying for an annulment of hi marriage 
to Catherine of Aragon, copies of letters written by Cardinal W olsey after his fall to 
Step hen Gardiner, a book of copies ofletters of Sir William Paget to Protector Somerset, 
1547-1549, instructions to Sir William Fitzwill,iam as Lord Deputy of Ireland in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth (as well as 7 I volumes of his accounts, reported on in Analecta 
Hibernica Vol. IV, Oct., ~932), and, of a later date, political and private corre pondence 
I. Thomas Eyre or Eayre of Kettering who made this map, died in 1757 or 1758. It was engraved by Thomas 
Jefferys. (See Northamptonshir~ Past and Present for 1952, pp. 19, 20). 
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THE HISTORIAN'S EVIDENCE 

DukedOln of Albemarle. There is also a good series of manorial court files for 
Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire manors from 172 3 to 1781, and a number of 
surveys and maps from 1726. 

THE ISHAM COLLECTION. The earliest map in the Isham collection is 
attached to an agreement of 1598 for the inc10sure of Haselbeech, and there ' are later 
maps of the rest of the estate which lay round Lamport, and of Shangton in 
Leicestershire, purchased in 1637/ The estate records, however, which include a 
number of 18th and 19th century accounts do not compare in importance with the 
correspondence which is the outstanding feature of this collection and of which the 
limits of date are roughly between 1660 and 1740. The e letters are chiefly intere ting 
because of the great part played by members of the Isham family in local affair for 
many generations. They were M.P.'s for the borough of Northampton or for the Shire 
from 1661 to 1675 and from 1684 to 1773, and sheriffi, commissioners for levying 
subsidies, deputy lieutenants and active justices of the peace in the late 16th and 17th 
centuries. Moreover, the Ishams were a family with great intellectual interests, the 
second baronet, who died in 1675, being a Fellow of the Royal Society, and in touch 
with such men as 'Comenius, Hartlib, Dury, Bishop Duppa, Dr. Jo eph Mead, and Dr. 
Fell. In the collection also are treatises and notes of subjects discussed by the Royal 
Society in the time of Sir Justinian Isham (d. 1675), and manuscript works of Charles 
Thynne, F.R.S., on economic subjects such as foreign trade. Detailed private accounts 
and diaries are extant from 1681-1736, and some further private accounts of the early 
19th century. Apart from a great many deeds, there is a large volume recording 
exchanges ofland and the building up of the Lamport Estate between 1560 and 1595, by 
John Isham who had been a London mercer. Several long detailed inventories of 16th 
century members of the family have survived and an important series of plans of 
Lamport Hall together with architects' letters and detailed accounts and bills from 1655 
to 1867. 

There are also Gregory King's notes and particulars for his map of Staffordshire 
(c. 1680), with several printed maps annotated by him, and a run of mid-17th century 
newspapers. The collection also contains numerous medieval charters acquired with 
later title peeds as the Ishams bought out the smaller freeholders on their estates, and 
estate accounts of the period 1832 to 1875 which turned up during the 1939-1945 war in 
a land-agent's office. A group of papal bulls of the 13th century is obviously not an 
integral part of this collection. 

THE WE'STMORLAND COLLECTION contains a rather uneven, series of 
estate accounts of the Apethorpe estate beginning in 1643, though there are some rolls of 
accounts of Elizabethan date. Apart from deeds and court rolls, the latter mainly of the 
16th to the 18th century, the collection contains some late Fotheringay College account 
rolls, deeds of Mildmay or Fane properties in other counties, some Sharlston colliery 
accounts and agents' letters (c. 1730), Lyme Regis election papers (1780), a large 
quantity of papers connected with the claim to the Bergavenny peerage, and some 
I. There is an interesting group of early charters of Hardwick near Shangton which belonged to Fountains Abbey, 
Yorkshire. 
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Exchequer and with their interests in the Customs,l a collection of deeds, court rolls 
and account rolls of Maidwell, Draughton, and Kelmarsh and certain Lincolnshire 
estates (13th to 17th centuries), which were brought into the family by the marriage 
in 1685 of Elizabeth, the Haselwood heires ,with Viscount Hatton, the documents 
being retained when they sold the estates soon afterwards; also a few Finch paper, 
including some 17th century court books ofWye in Kent, a Kent musters book (1585-
1599), and some official letter books and mi cellaneou papers of Daniel Finch, Earl of 
Nottingham (1647-1730). Three items, two volume and a notebook, concern' Ardelia' 
(Anne, Countess of Winchilsea) , a poetess of the early eighteenth century, two of which 
were probably inherited, the other, a volume of her poem, actually purchased by a 
nineteenth century owner, just as the twelve 13th century papal bulls in the Isham 
collection were probably acquired by gift or purcha e in the 17th or 18th century and 
were not amongst the inherited title-deeds. Another isolated group consists of court 
rolls and account rolls of the Holt family (mainly 1388-1448) relating to Brampton 
Ash, Carlton, Rothwell, Gay ton and Islip, whose appearance in this collection is 
difficult to explain satisfactorily. There are a great many other mall groups which, with 
the three hundred and fifty 17th century volumes of copies of public records and 
antiquarian works, 2 cannot be described here. 

THE STOPFORD SACKVILLE collection from Dray ton House con ists very 
largely of deeds,3 the present estate having gradually grown by marriages, inheritance 
and purchase from small beginnings in the 13th century, successive Mordaunts of 
Turvey adding to their Bedfordshire acres in each succeeding century. Only after the 
deaths in 1493 of Henry Vere of Addington and in 1499 of the Earl of Wiltshire did 
they acquire by inheritance their Dray ton and neighbouring estates in 
Northamptonshire. The natural result is that it is chiefly remarkable for the thousands 
of medieval charters contained in it. There is one (c. I 150) of Malcolm, King of Scots 
and several others of the period I 138 to 1300 relating chiefly to Turvey, as well as a roll 
of copies of 202 grants to Master Warin de Bois (late 13th century), and a very rare 
document, a County Court roll for Bedfordshire for the year 1334. 4 

THE OVERSTONE COLLECTION. This estate on the other hand was acquired 
mainly by purchase of small properties by Samuel Jones Loyd, a successful banker and 
railway magnate of the 19th century. The collection consists very largely of 17th to 19th 
century deeds of properties in some 35 parishes in Northamptonshire, Warwickshire, 
Leicestershire, Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire, but is also notable for a run of 
estate accounts, maps, agent's notebooks, a~d papers for the forty years after the death of 
Lord Overstone in 1883, though there are a few earlier ledgers. There are also some 18th 
century business accounts of a London merchant, Benjamin Champion. 

I. The Fanshawes were related to the Hattons and parties to Hatton family settlements. 2. Among these are Sir 
Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals, (N.R.S. XV), copies of parliamentary journals, transcripts made by or for 
Dugdale, a copy of Leland's works, of Lambarde's Archeion, of Cavendish's ~ife of Wolsey, etc., being the result 
of the antiquarian labours of Sir Christopher Hatton, 1st Lord Ha~ton of Klrby. 3. The 1.8th c~ntury corres
pondence in this collection, which was reported on by the H.M.C. m 1884, 1904, and 1910, 15 not m the N.R.O. 
4. This was printed by the Beds. Historical Record Society in J 929 ; several of the J 2th century charters are 
reproduced in N.R.S. Vo!. IV . . 
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DE IDE T , \\e h uld b e.'tremel grateful for the followinO" books :- the 
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senes of publicatton are much appreclated, to complete sets for other libraries. 



THOMAS ALEYNE'S GRANT OF ARMS 

I N the Peterborough Museum is an interesting grant of arms of early date. The 
document, written on a piece of parchment measuri'ng 61 in. by 12 in. give authorityfor 
Thomas Aleyne of the County of Northampton to bear arms which may be em blazoned, 
in modern heraldic terms, as :-

Per fesse gules and sable, a chevron rompu between three griffins' heads erased ermine. 
This grant was made on 9th December, 1458 by , Guyan Kyng of Arme 'and is 

signed accordingly. The identity of this officer is established from the seal attached to 
,the document. It is of red wax, just over one inch in diameter, and bear a hield, On a 
fess between three fleurs-de-lys as many stags' heads caboshed, surmounted by a helmet on 
which is a crest, A stag's head. On either side of the shield, but scarcely supporting it, is 
a savage (or' wild man ') armed with a club. The legend, commencing on the sinister 
side of the seal and partly broken away, reads, S.[J]OHAN. WREXWORTH. On the reverse 
of the official seal is a poor impression of a privy seal, half an inch in diameter, showing 
part of a crown with three fleurs-de-lys and part of an indecipherable legend. 

John Wrexworth has been recorded by Mr. H. Stanford London, F.S.A., a Guyenne 
King of Arms on or before 6th February, 1446, an office he was occupying as late as 13th 
May, 1463.1 This King of Arms, more fully styled as of Guyenne and Aquitaine (the 
latter territorial name being usually employed in the 14th century and the former in 
the 15th century) was appointed to serve the English dominion in south-west France . . 

Nothing is known of the Thomas Aleyne so tantalizingly described simply as of the 
County of Northampton. Mr. P. 1. King, M.A., has kindly made a search on my behalf 
and suggests that Thomas Alen (d. 12th March, 1491), whose brass formerly at Blakesley 
and mentioned by John Bridges in The History and Antiquities of . . . Northamptonshire 
(1791), (vol. I, p. 233) is perhaps the person concerned. In 1620, a Sheriff of London, 
Edward AlIen, is recorded as bearing the same arms as granted to Thomas Aleyne but 
with the addition of a crest, A griffin's head erased per foss ermine and gules. 2 Edward AlIen, 
Citizen and Fishmonger of London, was elected to the aldermanry of Bread Street ward 
on 7th ,N ovember, 1620 ; he served the office of second sheriff 1620- I, and died in April, 
1626. He was on the Committee of the East India Company, 1622-25 and Prime Warden 
(i.e., Master) of the Fishmongers' Company also in 1620-1.3 

The grant is endorsed :-' A Grant of Armes to Thomas Aleyn of the County of 
Northt', and in two later hands (a) the date, ' 1459,' and (b) , 37th Henry 6th.' This 
interesting document, with the painting of the arms practically as fresh as when it was , 
done nearly five hundred years ago, was presented to Peterborough Museum in 1914 by 
the late Mr. William Le Queux, the novelist, who used to live at Castor. 

The following rules have been observed in transcribing the document. Where no 
doubt exists as to the correct spelling of a contracted word, the missing letters have been 
I. 'A Catalogue of the ' English Officers of Arms from the earliest times to the present day,' compiled by H. 
Stanford London, F.S.A. , and included in B urke's Landed Gentry, ed . by L. G. Pine (1952), pp. cvii-cxxi. 
2. J. andJ. B. Burke, A General Armo~ of England" Scotland, and Ireland (1 8.42). 3· Thanks are,d~e to Dr: A. E. J. 
Hollaender, F.S.A. , of the Guildhall ~lbrary Mumment Room, CorporatIOn of London, for thIS mformatIOn . 

17 
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A FAMILY OF STONE-CARVERS, 

THE COXES OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

THE RE has recently been a spectacular increase of interest in seventeenth and 
eighteenth century English sculpture, and a new appreciation of its arti tic value. Thi 
revolution in taste is largely due to the inspiring pioneer work of the late Mr . Esdaile, 
who has directed our gaze from 'medieval and foreign work to that of our later native 
stone carvers and sculptors, l a much of who e finest work can be tudied in the 
monuments executed by them in thousand of churches, both great and small, 
throughout the country. 

Interest has inevitably tended to be concentrated on the sculptor of national or 
international fame, such as Roubiliac, who carved the monuments to the econd Duke 
and Duchess of Montagu (erected in 1752 and 1753) in Warkton church,Ib and Nicholas 
Stone, who, in 1638, carved the lovely altar tomb to Lord and Lady Spencer at 
Brington, and the effigy of Dame Elizabeth Carey at Stowe-nine-churche in about 
161 9. In addition to these great figures, however, there were many lesser statuaries and 
stone-carvers, who had their yards in provincial towns all over the country, and who 
worked for the loc~l gentry and clergy who could not afford to employ London sculptors. 
By the begin,ning of the eighteenth century the wide-spread practice of signing 
monuments enables us to distinguish the work of different carvers, to differentiate 
between local and London work, and to see how son tended to follow father in the family 
business, for several generations. 

Much light has been thrown, not only on the lives and personalities of these 
seventeenth and eighteenth century sculptors, but also on their methods, by the 
accounts, letters, drafts and plans, often fortunately preserved in their clients' archives, 
and by the rarer records of the artists themselves, as in the case of the note-book and' 
account book of Nicholas Stone. 2 Mrs. Esdaile's work on Roubiliac 3 and her book 
on the monuments in the Temple Church 4 shew the fascination of the study of 
monumental sculpture, when closely allied with the use of documentary evidence. 

This article is an attempt to sketch the lives, and to examine the work, of the 
members ofa local family of stone carvers- that of Cox of Northampton and Daventry, 
examples of whose work cover the period 1722-1850. The study of their lives and work 
derives additional historical interest from the fact that they may be regarded as the 
spiritual descendants of the anonymous carvers and masons of our local medieval 
churches. Though not in the first flight, even of local sculptors, their m0numents 
exhibit a high level of craftsmanship and the best have considerable artistic value. 

No Cox family records survive, and information for their lives is extremely scanty 
la. For example, in English Church Monuments, 15IO-1840, by K. A. Esdaile (1946). Since this article was written, 
Mr. Rupert Gunnis has published his Dictionary of British Sculptors, 1660--1851 (1953). This contains short articles 
on some members of the Cox family. lb. All places mentioned in the text are in Northamptonshire unless other
wise stated. 2. Walpole Society, Vol. VII, The Note-book and Account book of Nicholas Stone, edited by Waiter Lewis 
Spiers (1,919). 3. The Life and Works of Louis Francois Roubiliac (1928). 4· Temple Church Monuments (1933). See also 
Mrs. Esdaile's article on 'The Stantons of Holborn ' in The Archaeological Journal, Vol. LXXXV (2nd Series) 1928. 

19 (Continued on page 21). 
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and lies scattered in various manuscript sources, and in the columns of the local 
newspaper. In the Appendix to this article is a list of the eighty-eight monuments which 
I have found, signed by various members of the family, in thirty-six churches (all 
except three in Northamptonshire). I have visited over one hundred and fifty churches, 
but the search has not been exhaustive, and perhaps half as many more signed 
monuments still wait to be discovered, in addition to some which may be tentatively 
ascribed on stylistic grounds. 

The Cox family were, of course, not the only stone-carvers in Northamptonshire in 
the eighteenth and early. nineteenth centuries, but they are responsible for the greater 
proportion of monuments signed by local craftsmen, which have survived to our own 
day in the county. Their most notable rival, whose work is probably of greater artistic 
value, was" John Hunt of Northampton, Statuary and Carver in Wood and Stone, who 

. served his apprenticeship with the noted and famous Mr. Grinling Gibbons, Carver to 
the Crown" who " Makes Monuments and all sorts of Ornaments for Houses and 
Gardens."x In addition to nineteen monuments signed by him (byno means a complete 
list), he executed the statue of Charles 11 on All Saints' Church, Northampton, for 
which he was made a freeman of the borough gratis in 1712. 2 Other masons worked in a 
smaller area, such as Edward Bingham of Peterborough, described in about 1760 as " a 
top workman for best mason work" 3 whose monuments survive in Cotterstock church 
and Peterborough Cathedral, and John Middleton and his son John who worked ' in 
Towcester from about 1760 to just past the turn of the century. The Cox family, 
however, undertook commissions up to twenty miles from their home and six of them 
were carvers. They are clearly the dominant family in the county within this field. 

Samuel Cox, the son of J oseph Cox, of Hanslope, in the county of Buckingham, 
carpenter,4 was the first member of the Cox family to become a stone carver. He was 

. born in 1690, spent his working life in Northampton, and died at the age of 59 on 19th 
November, 1749,5 ten years before his father. His p~rents were indeed remarkable, 
for their tombstone in Hanslope churchyard, ornamented with carpenter's tools, 
perhaps carved by a descendant, proudly records not only that Joseph died at the age 
of 92 and his wife Elizabeth at 101, but that they had 10 children, 62 grandchildren, 
and 102 great grandchildren. . 

When Samuel was fourteen, he left Hanslope and went to Northampton, ten miles 
away, where he served his apprenticeship for eight years with John Lumley, a freemason 6 

and a member of a well-known family which had lived in Harlestone from the late 
thirteenth century.7 The competence of Samuel's work probably owes much to his 
early training under Lumley, who was considered able enough by Lord Ashburnham 
to be employed by him as master mason in his building of Ampthill Park.8 By his will, 
Lumley, who died in 172 I, left half his alabaster and marble stone and all his working 

I. Advertisement in the Northampton Mercury, 1st July, 175 I. 2. N .B.R.6 / I (Freemen's Register) p. 140. 
3. N.R.O., Mellows Transcripts, Vol. 3, p. 102 (an extract from the estate book of Prebendary John Russell, 
p.389). 4. See note 6. 5. P.R.T. for St. Giles's, Northampton. His monument is on the right ofth~ altar in that 
church. 6. N.B.R. 6/1 (Apprenticehip Register) p. 219. (20th November, 1704). 7· Notes and Quenes, Vol. 192, 
nos. 24, 25 and 26, for 29th November, and 13th "and 27~ Decemb;r, 1947, L.G.H. Hort~:>n-Smith, ',The 
Ancient Northern family of Lumley and its NorthamptonshIre Branch. See also Northamptonshtre Natural Hrstory . 
Society and Field Club Journal, Vol. XXX, no. 227, D~cembe~, .1943, ' 'J.'he Later Lumleys of Harlestone ' by the 
same author. 8. I am indebted to Mr. Rupert Gunms for thIS mformatlOn. 
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monument in Ecton church (the work of Rysbrack) which wa engrav d by T. J fIi ry. ,' 
and it is possible that he may have done other work of thi kind, though n oth r 
examples have come to light. He was admitted a freeman of the borough of Northampton 
by right of his birth, on 26th September, 1752. 2 An unfortunate gap in the regi ter of 
apprentices of Northampton makes it impossible to tell who answered hi advertisement 
of 16th September, 1754 3 : - ' 

" Wanted as an Apprentice, a Strong, active w.illing Lad, of a mild and quiet Dispo ition, 
descended from sober, honest Parents: Such a one may hear of a Master, by applying 
to Henry Cox, of Northampton, Carver and Stone cutter." 
Henry's elder brother, William, was al 0 a carver, but again we ann t tell where 

he was trained, though it would appear from the following advertisement in the 
Northampton Mercury of 29th March, 1762, that he spent ome, time in London. 

" William Cox, Carver, from London, At the Urn in Cock-Lane, Northampton, PerIl rm ' 
all Sorts of Statuary, Monuments, Tombs and Gravestones, Chimneypieces, etc., or 
any other ornaments in Stone or Wood; also Figures Human or Animal, Alto and Ba 
Relievo's for decorating Houses and Gardens compleated in the neatest Manner according 
to the antient or modern taste. 
Young Gentlemen instructed in the polite Art of Drawing, by Command of Hand. 
N.B.-The above Business is still continued by his Brother HENRY Cox at his usual 
Residence in Vigo-Lane, Northampton." 
In addition to thirty-nine monuments, somewhat stereotyped in design, which have 

survived, he erected three mantelpieces (which have now disappeared) for Sir Justinian 
Isham at Lamport Hall. The bill 4 for these is still preserved among the Isham family 
papers, and is of great interest not only as the only s~rviving bill for mason's work by a 
Cox, but also as shewing the methods employed by a mason at the time. William's 
handwriting and spelling suggest that he was a man of good education. 

" March 20th 1775. Sr Justinian Isham Bart. to Wm. Cox 
To a Journey to Lamport by Lady Isham's Orders 
March 31st To 12 feet of Dove Marble Slab at 9s pr foot 
To aJourney to Lamport to Assisting to Laying of Ditto 
May 9th To a Journey to Lamport to Cleaning 2 Old Marble Slabs 
Sepr 6th To a Journey to Lamport to give Directions to the Mason to 
Make the Chimneys Smaller , ' 
Sepr 26th 'To 27 feet of New Marble Chimney Peice in the Great 
Parlour at 7s 6d pr foot 
To 3 Days Worke to Assisting to fixing of Ditto at 5s pr day 
Octr 5th To 24 feet 6!-in of New Marble Chimney Peice in the 
Drawing Room at 7s-6d pr foot 
T03 DaysWorke to Assisting of Ditto at 5s.pr day .. . 
Octr ' 20th To 23 feet of New Marble ChImney PeIce m the Spnged 
Room at 7s-6d pr foot 
To 3 Days Worke to Assisting to fixing of Ditto at 5s pr day . 
To I Days Worke to polishing 2 O~d Black Marble Covmgs for DItto 

"/' 

£ 
o -
5 -
o -
o -

o -

10-

s. d. 
5 - 0 

8 - 0 

5 - 0 
5 - 0 

5 - 0 

2 - 6 
o - 15 - 0 

9 - 3 - 9 
o - 15 - 0 

8 - 12 - 6 
o - 15 - 0 

o - 5 - 0 

£36 - 16 - , 9 

On Acct Recd by Note 10 

March I I th, 1776, Recd the Contents in full of all Demands pr Wm. Cox 26 - 16 - 9 " 
I. There is an engraving in the N.R.O., Isham (Lamport) Collection, 5235/73. 2. N.B.R. 7/1 (~reemen's 
Register) p. 89. 3. Northampton Mercury, 16th September, 1754· 4· N.R.O., Isham (Lamport) CollectIOn, 4156• 
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in Cow Lane, Daventry, who bought "6 sheets of Sup Royl paper titched in Cartridge 
and marble paper" for 1/10 fr m Mr. Clay, th Daventry b ks 11 r nd tati n r on 
25th August, 1774.1 

Daventry court rolls shew that Samuel III took the pIa e f hi un le William in 
1784 as a resident in the borough, 2 and when he wa twenty- ne he wa admitted a 
freeman of DaventrY.3 By his first wife, Frances,4 who died when only 35 in 1800,S 

he had five children, Frances, Ann, Rhoda, Samuel (hereafter called Samuel IV) and 
William.6 There were no children of his 'second marriage. 7 A we have seen, he 
succeeded his grandfather William in the Northampton business, but continued to live 
in Daventry,8 and came to take a considerable part in the affair of his parish 9 and 
also of the borough, for which he was aJ.P. in 1824, and bailiff in 1825.to In addition 
to executing monuments, he was agent for the Sun Fire Office in Daventry and its 
vicinity from 1819 until at least 1833. II He was not a rich man, for the Tax As essment 
for 1829 12 records that he had no servants or carriage. In the 1823 Assessment 13 he 
paid £1 duty on seven windows, and had a horse for riding, exceeding thirteen hands. He 
still had his horse in 1829, and in addition, paid 8s. tax on a house dog. 

Samuel Ill's son, William, later an attorney, 14 eems to have worked in the office 
of Mr. Gery, a Daventry solicitor, for which he received 50 guineas a year, according to 
an account of 1819/5 and in 1826, we again find him working for Gery :- " to fair 
copying 75 sheets of abstracting at 10d., £3- 2- 6." In the same account he claimed 
7/6 :- " a wager of three half crowns in re the Corporation 6fDaventry v. Dickens" and 
ended his letter: "I am short of the needful just now, and shall be obliged by a 
remittance." 16 

Samuel Ill's other son, Samuel IV also did work for Mr. Gery, for various bills 
survive, from 1826 to 1832, which record" Lining and repairing a picture, The Choice 
of Paris, £2- 5-0; Cleaning and repairing a set of family pictures as agreed, £8- 8- 0 ; 
Repairing picture, Lucretia, £1- 10- 0; and ditto Oliver Cromwell, £1 - 1- 0 ; Half 
year's Instruction in drawing to the Master Geary, Materials, etc., £2- 5- 0 ; ! of years' 
Instruction on the flute to Mr. G. junior, £3- 0- 0." ,Like his brother, William, Samuel 
IV had money difficulties, and wrote to Mr. Gery in 1832 " I have just received one of 
the most abusive letters I ever read from a person to whom it is my misfortune to owe a 
few pounds. He kindly promises me aq arrest. I must therefore trust to your kindness for 
a little help."17 

In addition to cleaning and repairing pictures, and teaching the flute and drawing, 
Samuel IV was a professional artist, and in 1838 advertised prints at 2/6 each, 
lithographed by Hulmandell, of one of his drawings, Scene on the Ice and Banks of 
I. N.R.O., Daventry Collection. Bookseller's Day Book (Mise. Volumes, 89). 2. N.R.O., Clarke (Welton ) 
Collection, Box 937. William had been a resident from 1773. 3. See p. 24, n. 9. He was admitted on 8th October, 
1788. 4. P.R.T. for Daventry. They were married on 23rd April, 1789. 5. Ibid. She was buried on 11th August, 
1800. 6. Ibid. They were born on 17th October, 1789; 19th June, 1791 ; 23rdFebruary, 1796; I 6th January, 
1798; and 1st April, 1799 respectively. 7. Ibid. On 4th July, 1804, he married Elizabeth Cooper of Daventry, 
spinster. 8. N.R.O., Daventry Collection, Manor Suit Roll, 1794 and 1796 (D 568a and 558) ; List of R esidents, 
1818 (D 1707) ; and Poor Levies (D 50, 51 and Box 884). 9. Ibid, Vestry Minute Book (D 63). 10. Ibid (D 50 
and 62). I I. Northampton Mercury, 20th March, 1819, and 16th February, 1833. Also fire insurance policies for 
1820 and 1822, signed by him, in the DaventryCollection, Box 1681. 12. N.R.O., Daventry Collection, Box 1149. 
13. Ibid. 14. Ibid., Box 168 I. Notice of dissolution of partnership between William Cox and George Sandford 
Corser as attornies, solicitors and conveyancers at Daventry and Northampton, 17th February, 1843. 15. Ibid. , 
Box 1681. 16. Ibid. 17. Ibid. 
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STOKE BRUERNE PARK 

The eastern Pavilion, with a gable of the modern house shewing 
to the left, from a negative by the late Mr. J. A. Cotch. 

The original house was built for Sir Francis Crane, director of the Mortlake Tapestry 
works. An account of Stoke Park appeared in Country Life of July 23rd, 1953, with suggestions 
and plans for the conversion of the pavilion into a small and convenient modern house. It is 
greatly to be desired that this unique architectural treasure may in this way be preserved, 
and we heartily commend the suggestion to our readers. (See note on opposite page). 
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(Continuedfrom page 26). 

by analogy. Readers of Parson Woodforde's Diary will re all that the diarist ent Mr. 
Ford, the Bath statuary, the in cription for the m nument t his father wh died jn 
177 1. It was to cost £14- 14- 0, and is des ribed as a "n~at monument of white m rble." [ 
When Sir Justinian Isham wished to erect a m nument to his wife, Elizabeth, Lady 
I ham, in 17 14, " the Height is to be 8 foot, and 4 foot 4 inche broad in the wide t 
place," John Hunt of Northampton estimated it would cost £55. " Therefore," wrote 
Sir Justinian" I think it much better to have Staunton make it." Seven month later, 
he entered in his account book " Pd Mr Stanton for a Momt for my poor spou e, 
pietatis ergo £55- 00- 00." 2 At a guess, therefore, the simpler tablets, erected by the C x 
family, after the style of Samuel Woodforde's, might cost about £15, and the 
n10numents in the architectural style of Stanton, perhaps twice or three time that 
amount, depending on the size. The majority of them were not as large as Lady I ham's, 
and were certainly of inferior workmanship. The statuary Guelfi, in 1730, at the time 
when 'Samuel Cox was carving the bust to Downhall Thursby in Abington church, 
charged £30 " cl busto."3 In 1730, John Fane wrote to the Earl of Westmorland : " I 
have heard that the usual price for that [the inscription] is a penny every letter; but 
probably 'you may have it done as well and cheaper in the country." 4 In a very rough 
account book of a local mason, we find the same charge of a penny a l~tter in 1751.5 
Nothing. can, however, be stated with certainty about the Cox's prices, until further 
evidence comes to light. 

The monuments of the Cox family, erected over a period of a hundred and twenty 
years naturally shew the trends of changing taste; and column 5 in the Appendix is an 
attempt roughly to classify the monuments according to their style. No allowance is 
made for the considerable differences in detail and ornament. Their range, throughout 
th,~ .period, was limited, with the exception of a few miscellaneous examples, to the 
mural tablet of ar<;hitectural design, the simpler plain tablet, the oval, the cartouche, 
and the pyramid. Their style was untouched by the Gothic revival and neo-Hellenism, 
and the tendency ' to conservatism, natural in provincial workmen, led them to an 
excessive use of a stereotyped pyramid design. Their later work is dull and uninspired. 

Samuel Cox I, the earliest in date, followed in the footsteps of the Stantons and 
Marshalls, and seven of his monuments are executed with success in the architectural 
style of the late seventeenth century, with pillars and a pediment, usually broken. One 
of these, with a full length figure ofWilliam Thursby, is the most ambitious work of the 
whole family, and is illustrated on page 27. It is an extremely fine monument. The 
curtain, swept out of sight behind the capitals of the pilasters on each side, reappears in 
falling folds down each side of the monument, and this conceit is also employed in 
number 8 (in All Saints' church, Northampton). The figure gives the impression of 
being flat, rather than a piece of sculpture conceived in the round, and the same 
criticism may be made of Samuel's bust of Downhall Thursby, described by Baker as 
" a very indifferent bust." 6 Henry's most lavish work is also architectural in style
the monument in Preston Deanery church to Elizabeth Langham, with its decorative 
I. World's Classics. Edition, p. 78. 2. Journal of the Royal Institute of British Architects (Third Series), Vol. 58, 
no. i I, September, 1951. 'Edward Stanton's Monument to Elizabeth, Lady Isham in the Isham Chapel, 
All Saints' Church, Lamport,' by Sir Cyles Isham, Bart., where these documents are quoted. 3. N.R.O. 
Westmorland (Apethorpe) Collection, 4 IV 3. 4· Ibid. 5. N.R.O., X.Y.Z. 1333. 6. Ceorge Baker, History and 
Antiquities of the County of Northamptonshire, Vol. I, p. 15· 
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wrote a capital "A" with a shallow" v " for the. cross stroke as in the ph graph 011 

page 27. 
They used many different types of marble- often white for the in cription it elf~ as 

in number 32, or for the whole of the oval tablets in Dallington (numbers 43 and 44). In 
numbers 2 I and 22 the tablet is black and the lettering gilt. The pyramid are often 
grey (as in numbers 35 and 49) or in veined grey (39). In ome in tance, everal 
different marbles are used in one monument, a in number 41 (at Co grove), where the 
pyramid is veined white marble, the ba e of the pyramid, black, and the in cripti n 
tablet, white. The voluted brackets of the pyr~mid are of coloured marble. 

The patchy use of different marbles, and the adherence to the sometimes weak 
design of the pyramid, may reveal a lack of the .elegance and good ta te to be found in 
the work of the Stantons and Marshalls, but the work of the Cox family tand high 
among other local work, and at its best can be compared with that of London. Their 
lettering is good, the style ofth~ir monuments restrained, and some of their wOJ::k, . a~ for 
example, the architectural tablet to Sir Charles Wake-Jones at Courteenhall (number 
42) is of an extremely high standard both in design and execution. The pyramid type, at 
its best, is well proportioned, and successfully, sometimes charmingly, decorated with 
flaming lamps, leaves and cherubs. Their employment by so many in the county over so 
long a period of time shews the satisfaction which they must have afforded to their 
patrons. To form a complete picture of later English sculpture attention must not be 
confined merely to the works of London artists. There are in. churches all over the country 
examples of the works of many vigorous schools of local stone-carvers, among whom the 
Cox family may be regarded as pre-eminent in Northamptonshire. 

SHELAGH M. LEWIS. 

APPENDIX 

THE following isa list of all the signed monuments of the Cox family which I have found so 
far, with some thirteen which I attribute with reasonable confidence to some member of 
the family. They are given separately under each carver, arranged chronologically under 
the churches (which are in alphabetical order). The name in column 2 is the first name 
on the monument (for identification purposes), with the date of death. The word 
" etc." means that the monument is to more than one person. In column 3 is given the 
date of erection (in the few cases in which this is stated), or the latest date of death given 
in the inscription. In the case of an addition to the main inscription (detected on 
stylistic grounds, or bearing a date after the death of the carver who signed the 
monument) a + sign is inserted before the date in column 3. Column 4 gives the reference 
to a full printed text where this is available. Column 5 indicates the style of monument. 

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE ApPENDIX. 

BA. George Baker: History and Antiquities of the County of Northamptonshire. Vo!. I 
(-1822-30), Vo!. 11 (1836-41). 

RE. Ethel L. Renton, and Eleanor L. Renton: Records of Guilsborough, Nortojt, and 
HollowellJ Northamptonshire. (1929). 

SA. Rev. R. M. Serjean tson, History of the Ch7,lrc(t of All Saints J Northampton. (1901). 
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Arch. 
Arch. 

1748 . . 285 Pyramid S 

? 6 Pyramid 

172 7 Tablet 7 

+ 17 9 Tablet 

1737 Arch. 

Iderman, 1740 Arch. 
+ 1757 

Tablet 7 

+1752 Pyramid 

1.. Erected according lo th inscription b Richard Tbwsby o. 3) his son in J 733. 2. ¥.ith bust. 3. Erected, 
according to the inscription by Richard Thursby, his nepbew, who died in 1736 (See 0.3). 4. With full sized 
figure said by Bake:r op. cil. J .14 (0 be a respectable: specimen of provincial statuary by Cox of Northampton." 
5· ilb mall figure of a school girl imposed on the: pyramid (Mrs. Beckett, and Mrs. Anne Sargeant founded 
the Blu Girls School. :rjeantson op. c;l.. 284). 6. Too high to be read. 7. Draped tablet. 



17. Abington 

18. Bugbrooke 

19. Guilsborough 
20. 
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2 I. East Haddon 

22. Northampton, 
All Saints 
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24. Northampton, 

Doddridge Chapel 
25. Northampton 

St. Giles's 
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28. Northampton 

St. Peter's 
29. Piddington 

30. Pitsford 

3 I. Potterspury 
32. Preston Deanery 

33. Walton, Bucks. 
34. Warkton 

35. Wollaston 

A FAMILY OF STONE-CARVERS 35 

HENRY COX (1725-1810) of N rthampton. 

Thursby, John Harvey, 'q., 
d. 1798, etc. . 
Keynton, Samuel, Rector, d. 
1753, etc. 
Ward, John, Esq., d. 1731 
Lucas, Thomas, gent., d. 1756, 
etc. 
Chester, Henry, Esq., d. 1726, 
etc. 
Locock, Henry, apoth cary 
and alderman, d. 176 I 
N ewcome, John, Alderman, 
d. 1765, etc. 
Rudsdell, Sarah, d. 1762 

Bateman, Edmund, Esq., d. 
1731, etc. 
Mansel, Sarah, daughter of 
Rev. Mr. Mansel, d. 1751 
Palmer, George, gent., d. 1723 

Evans, Mr. George, d. 1757,etc. 

Mercer, Mr. Thomas, d. 1 71 7, 
etc. 
Money, Colonel James, d. 
1785, etc. 
Barrow,John, gent." d. 1744, etc. 
Langham, Elizabeth, wife of 
Purbeck Langham, Esq., d. 
1756, etc. 

1756 
+ 1818 

1769 
+ 1808 

erected 
1758 I 

1772 

178? 2 

1785 

1757 
1773 

Pinfold, Charles, LL.D., d. 17544 
Payne, Mrs. Hannah, widow 
of Rev. Samuel Pay ne, d. 1759 
Shipton, John, Esq., d. 1748 

BA.1. 15 

BA.1.128 

RE.89 
R .16 

BA. I. 165 

SG.148 

SG.152 

SG.15 1 

BA.1.64 

Pyramid * 

Pyramidt 

Pyramid * 
Pyramid * 

Tablet 

Pyramid 

Vari u 
\ 

Pyramid 

Tablet 

Pyramid! 

Tablet 

Tablet 

Pyramid * 

Pyramid * 

BA.II.223 Tablet 
Arch.3 

Pyramid * 
Pyramid * 

WILLIAM COX I (1717-1793) of Northampton. 

36. Abington Thursby, John Harvey, Esq., 1781 BA.1. 17 Pyramid 
d. 1764, etc. (See page 28). 

37. Brockhall Thornton, Thomas, Esq. , d. 1791 BA.1.118 Tablet 
1783, etc. 

38. Bugbrooke Raynsford, Catharina-Maria, 1785 BA.1.128 Pyramid 
wife of Rev. Francis Raynsford 
d. 1777, etc. 

39. Cosgrove Knatchbull, Harriet, d. of Rev. BA.II.134 Pyramid 
Wadham Knatchbull, d. 1767 

I. Erected, according to the inscription, by John Palmer, his nephew. 2. Too high to be read. 3. This is very 
large and stands on the ground. 4. Not inspected personally. See Records qf Buckinghamshire, Vol. XV (1947) 
Cent~nary Number, where Mrs. K. A. Esdaile, in her article on " The Renaissance Monuments of Buckingham
shire" (pp. 32-45) describes it, on p. 43 as " a fine stone urn monument." 
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r t r d. + 179 BA.I .135 Pyramid§ 

41. r et r, BA.II.1 35 Pyramid 

42 . 11 harl s, Bart., rch. 

43· Hi t f, BA.I. 135 val 

44· t r 18 BA.I.t 5 val 

45. F xt n : Pyramid 

itiz n of BA.II.283 val 

47· cl. 178 BA.II.283 val 

4 f hn Pyramid 

4 . Ens adl n d . 177 BA.I.165 Pyramid 

50. E q. d. Pyramid 

51. ~ philus Pyramid 

52. Littl ou ht I Eq. d. 1737 r t cl Pyramid 
1775 

+ 1794 
53· rthampt n Eq. d. 1771 Pyramid 

11 aints 
54· sq. d. Pyramid 

55· tc. 1792 Tabl t 

5 . + 1795 Various 

57. orthampton nt. d.1765 PYI'amid 
Doddridg Chap J 

( 5 . rt hamp ton ard q.]", 1788 Tablet 
t. iles 

59· Bridget d. of Tablet 

6 . orthampton Pyramid 
St. Peter 

61. r. Thomas, d. 1790 Pyramid 

62.0rlingbury rector 1745 Tablet 

63· 1761 Tablet 

t. Erected according to the inscription b • hi affectionate 1cinsman Sir ' jJJiam \I ake." 2. The Toofhas now 
(1953) been taken off the church and the monuments removed to Lamport. 3. Erected according to the 
inscription by two sw, .. iving daugbtc:rs, Mary and Dorotby ani in 1775. + This tablet, although it is not 
signed can be attn'buted to \i illiam Cox with certainty as it is exactly the same as 59. Edward is described as 

Esq! in 59. 5. See 88. These two monuments are of the same design. 



64. Piddington 

65. Spratton 

66. 
67· 

68. 

" 
" 

" 
66. " 
70. Welton 

7 I. Weston Favell 

72. Yardley Hastings 
73. Yelvertoft 

74· " 

75. Cold Higham 
76. Welton 

77. Brington 
78. Daventry 
79· " 

80. Kingsthorpe 

81. 
" 

" 

83. Northampton 
All Saints' 

84. North~mpton, 
St. Sepulchre 

85. Welton 

86. Guilsborough 

A FAMILY OF STONE-CARVERS 

Mercer, Mrs. Elizabeth, d. 
1782 
Okell, Benjamin, Esq., d. 1743, 
etc. 
Malcher, Mr. Thomas, d. 1754 
Malch~r, Mrs. Mary, wife of 
Mr. Randal Malcher, d. 1767 
Beynon, Mrs. Elizabeth, wife 
of 69, d. 1770 
Beynon, Francis, Esq. , d. 1778 
Ashley, Isaac, Esq., d. 1757, 
etc. 
H·aIford, Mrs. Elizabeth, wife 
of Mr. Wm. Halford, citizen of 
London, d. 1769 
Lye, Edward, Rector, d. 1767 
Plampin, Thomas, Esq., d. 
1770, etc. 
Wills, Thomas, gent., d. 1774, 
etc. . 

1779 

1774 

WILLIAM COX (d. 1784) of Daventry. 

BA. I. 

BA·I.7 1 

BA·I.70 
BA. 1.464 

BA·I.77 

ablet 

Pyramid 

Tablet 
Tablet 

Pyramid 

Pyramid 
Pyramid 

Pyramid 

Variou 
Pyramid 

Cart. 

37 

Nixon, John, rector, d. 1777 
Wainwright, John, vicar, d. 

BA.II.290 Oval 
BA. 1.464 Pyramid * 

1778 

SAMUEL COX III (1767-1851) ofDaventry. 

Mayo, William, Esq., d. 1801 BA.I.93 
Clay, Samuel, Esq. ; d. 1800, etc. 1803 BA.I.330 
Harrison, Henry Bagshaw, 1820 BA.I.330 
Esq., d. 1801, etc. + 1850 
Fremeaux, James, Esq., d. 1801 BA.I.42 
1799, etc. 
Fremeaux, Margaret, d. of 80, + 1812 BA.I.42 
d. 1802, etc. 
Portington, Gertrude Joanna, BA.I.43 
d. of 80, and w. of Henry 
Portington, rector, d. 1803 
Portington, Mr. John, d. 1789, 1827 
etc. ' + 1849 
Steer, William, Esq., d. 1797, + 1815 
etc. 
Clarke, John, Esq., d. 1805, etc. 1816 BA.I.465 

. Signed " COX" without any initial. 

Bullivant, Penelope, w. of 
John Bullivant, vicar, d. 1756 

Pyramid 
Pyramid * 
Pyramid * 

Tablet 

Oval 

Oval 

Pyramid * 

Pyramid * 

Pyramid 

Various 

I. The second part of the inscription is not given in Baker. 
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TALES OF WHITTLEBURY FOREST 
, NUMBER FIVE 

LACE-MAKING. 

F 1FT Y or sixty years ago it was a common sight on a summer's evening in ur villa es, 
to see the women in their black dresses and white aprons sitting outside their cotta 'e-do r , 
working busily at their lace pillows. r Now the craft has almost completely disappeared, but 
even then it was a dying industry, partly kept alive by the efforts of charitable ladies who 
privately, or through Lace Associations, would organise the buying of.lace from the maker 
and its sale to more or less wealthy clients. Mrs. John Butler Harrison, wife of the Rector f 
Paulerspury, and Mrs. Chettle ofPotterspury, whose husband farmed on the Duk of Grafton' 
estate, were very active in their own neighbourhood, while Mrs. de Ble f Great Billing and 
Miss Phyllis Wake of Courteenhall (as she then was), kept the craft alive in Hackleton, Horton 
and Piddington for several years down to 1914. The Midland Lace Association worked on a 
larger scale in the area round Northampton, and came to an end at about the same time, 
largely, I was given to understand, through some desperate friction between the ladies who 
ran it, though what was at the bottom of the trouble I never heard. 

In 1935, Mr. Frost wrote the following account oflace-making in Paulerspury at the turn 
of the century :-

" One of the industries of the village I must not omit to mention is the making of 
pillow lace. Paulerspury has always been justly celebrated for its lace-making. Years 
gone by it was much more widely made than it is today. It was most interesting to ee a 
group of them at work at night. There would be the candle-stool in the centre of a 
group, this stool had wooden sockets set in holes, in each socket a globular glass filled 
with water and a candle or rusl;1light in the centre. These glasses focussed the light on 
the pillow. 

Some of the laces made were most lovely. I have seen some of them with as many as 
four hundred bobbins on their pillow; all the spare ones not wanted at the time were 
tied up in bundles till wanted. It seems wonderful how they knew when they were 
wanted. All sorts of lovely things were made, panels for ladies' dresses, embroidery for 
altar hangings, and other things too numerous to remember. Lace is still made, but in a 
small way in comparison to what it was thirty years ago. Most of the skilled workers of 
that time have gone." 

Pillow lace always used to form one of the largest classes of exhibits at the 
Northamptonshire Home Arts and Industries Association exhibition, held annually by turns at 
Northampton, Daventry, Towcester, Kettering and Wellingborough, down to about 1910, and 
very lovely it was in the recollection of the present writer. Mr. Frost's account is supplemented 
by Mrs. Friday ofSyresham, writing at about the same time. 

" Pillow lace making was a good trade [at Syresham] and many men worked at it 
with the women at home; as the agricultural wage was very low, they could earn more 
at lace-making. A man with the name of Somerton was the last man in the village to 
give up making lace. . 

Children were taught the art as early as six years of age. At seven years of age a 
girl named Whitlock was set down to her day's work and was not allowed any time to 
herself till she had finished it. There were several lace schools and old Bet at one of 
I. See p. 30. 
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t a par n r the be t li in man to be known to ay the 
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tall man \ a laid in a" n unu d at the tim never mor t 

B RlED TRE S RE. 

her are i f an old Roman all on the main road about one mile to the ea t 

f th villa e and a field 10 e b \ hich b the name f th Guinea Field a there 
have for a reat numb r f yea been guine turned up wh n they ploughed it. I 
ha\· m) lf f th m. I ha e heard it aid the \ ere buried when Cromwell 
ame to the villa e. It i aid that at the toU- ate at th entrance from the main road, a 

wit h lived and a man with a pair ofho and cart would not pay toll quick enough for 
h r. he ca t a pell 0 er th ho e and they would not mo\ e till the dri er la hed till 
he fetched blo d \ hi h wa . the onI thing to break a pell. The hor e afterwards. went 
at telTifi peed toward Buckin ham on their wa) to London. 
t. A man who w nt und Lh villag Uin things on account paylTl nt being made by in talments. The term is 
till in use in th di triel. 



TALES OF WHITTLEBURY FOREST 

ACCOMMODATION LANE. 

An old couple told me about the times of their young day. It almost seemed 
incredible. In the days of their courtship there were dances held on the green and in the 
skittle alleys; there was one at the Bell Inn. The mu ic was supplied by a concertina 
and violin. It was customary to call the tune and pay the piper before the dance 
started: the musician came round with the hat, each dancer payed Id., so payment wa 
always sure. 

The man, when he got on in life, took to having too much at time and when he 
was at work he had to pay up all his debts. One time he sent his wife to pay up at the 
shops. On doing this the shopkeeper put paid to the bill and on asking for more thi 
Saturday night the shopkeeper refused, so she went empty away. The next day, 
Sunday, the man went into the Accommodation Lane for his dinner from the hedge
hips and haws and crab-appl~s, but it taught him a le on: he alway said afterwards, 
" K'eep a shot for yourself, my gel." 

THE MAN WITH THE BIG NOSE. 

Some fifty years ago or more there lived in Syresham a little man with a very 
prominent nose dressed always- the same- corduroys with gaiters- was always seen 
carrying an old tin can on a shoulder stick. He was an old quack vet and nicknamed 
Doctor. He used to pretend to cure everything in animal line. His wife used to help him 
when she wasn't gathering horse manure for her garden from the roads and streets. She 
used to go for it a mile away from home. She went one better than her old man. She 
dabbled in human ailments such as making poultices from crushed snails for applying to 
a carbuncle or boil, prolonging the agony of the patient just for a few pence. Almost in 
every case the doctor had to be called in at last to effect a cure. 

Whooping cough remedy of hers-open a nut very carefully, catch a spider and 
put it in the place of-kernel, bind the nut up in muslin tight and hang it round the neck 
for 6 weeks. As the spider took the cqugh it killed it and the child lost it. 

The old man was at a farm attending a horse and cow. A ploughboy was told off to 
help him. The job hung on for some time. The boy got interested. He said one day when 
on the job " Doctor, I didn't know you gave the same stuff to a horse you do to a cow." 
He replied: " And, me lad, you don't know, you're born to it. You got a lot to larne. 
Dunt it shake it up and down for the horse, backwards and forwards for the coo." He 
used to tell people what he did'nt know weren't worth knowing. 

THE LAW OUTWITTED. 

On a winter night a long time ago a Syresham man was tracked back to the village 
by a keeper who swore he saw him poaching. He was summoned and in due course 
sentenced to six weeks. The man stoutly denied being anywhere near the place spoken 
of. All this the guilty man who lived near by quietly watched and waited. He could 
earn by his skilled labour twice as much as the imprisoned man and the victim was 
often short of work as he was at the present time, and also not caring anything about 
what people thought of him. Arrangement was made between them for the guilty man 
to keep his wife and children till he came out of prison again. 
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A GLIMPSE OF SHAKESPEARE' GRAND-DAUGHTER IN 

NORTHAMPTON HIRE. 

In 1649, the year of King Charles I' execution, John Berne rcl of Abington, n ar 
Northampton married Elizabeth, widow of Thorn .. . Nash, and daught r f Dr. and 
Mr . Hall of Stratford-on-Avon. Mrs. Susannah Hall was th [; vourit d uCTht r of 
William Shakespeare. Northampton can claim that El1zaheth B rnard, h k pear' 
la ·t living descendant, died not only within what i. n w the Bor u 'h, but in a h u. 
which the Corporation now own and use a a Mu eum. 

There is at Lamport a draft letter in the handwriting of ir Ju tinian I ·h m, 
Bart. (1611-1675), written on the back of a letter from his dau hter Elizabeth, dat d 
13th April, 1659 (I.L. Corr. 487), which lve a o'limp e of th B rnard . Thi ha 
escaped the attention of the r~searchers into Shake peare' family. 

It is clear from this letter that John Bernard, not y t a knight, wa tryinf!. to rai 
money on his Abington property, on terms which ir Ju tinian 1. ham did not con 'ider 
favourable to the lender, and that his wife (Shake peare' grand-dau hter) had ajointul'e 
of £200 per annum. It must be emphasised that the letter is only a draft, and thereb re 
incomplete. There is nothing to show to whom it i, addre ed- presumably to Ir 
Justinian's lawyer. 

In 1669, John Bernard sold the manor and advow on of Abington for £13,750 to 
William Thursby, thus breaking his family connection with bington, which had 
la ted for nearly 250 years.! 

The draft letter now follows :-
, Sir, . 

Mr. Bar[ nard] hath a desire to borrow 6000L upon his Land at Abington, for 7 yeare 
for one thousand to pay 60L yearely by Interest, to pay nothing for the 5000L till 7 yeare 
are expired, wch being in the nature of a reversion [willd] is (as I am told) be cast up ~ 
at compound Interest, & then that 5000L at 6 pr cent will come to about 7518L. I had 
rather have the Interest paid halfe yearely, for the wholle, & that to be called in upon 
6 or 12 months notice on either side, but that Mr. Barnard 3 says he cannot doe, now 
whether all the land he hath at Abington (200 pr ann being for Jointure to his wife) 
wch in the whole he rates at [ .. . ... left to be filled in] but have not yet any particular of, 
can be sufficient security (though cleare) for so great a sum I somewhat doubt. However I 
should expect to have a prise according to a reasonable value sett, that I paying so much 
more mony at the end of 7 yeares in case my mony be not then pd [paid] in I may have 
an absolute sale of the land, my intent thereby beinO' only to be maister of my mony 
againe wch els I know not wel how to be. But Mr. Barn. intending an improuvment I 
find some difficulties in his proposalls however. hee is very importunat, & assures mee 
you are already acquainted what cloggs are on the e tate & that you know the present 
value of it, so that I desire yr opinion both of the ufficiency [& clearnessi ] of the security 
wch he offers, or can be made out of that estate for such a sum as he desires & may 
amount to before it be payd.' 

1. Victoria County History of Northampton, Volume IV, ed. Saizman, 1937, pp. 65 et seq. 2. Sir Justinian 
has written" will ... be" crossed out the" will " & substituted " is " but not deleted the" be." 3. Bernard 
was pronounced Barnard (cf. Verney pronounced Varney). It was sometimes spelt phonetically. 
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GYLES ISHAM. 

KlRBY HALL RECEIPT. 

HO' TO MAKE Rl E P DOING MY LADY KlLLMURRlES WAY. 

Tak a quartr of a pound of Ri pick it and , a h it and put it in a flaggon of 
new milk, th inamon mace and nutme ges and stop it dose and set it into a pot 
of boyling water to eeth it and \ hen it is all of a thicknes poure it into a dish and 
ea on it with ro e-\: ater and u ar and grated nutmeg and the yolks of 7 egges and the 
hites of Po 0 and a pretty ize offr h .butter and butter your dish and bake itt. 

The peera e of K iJmorey t · crea ed i n 1625. ee Complete P eerage. 



ELECTIONS AT HIGHAM FERRERS IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

(THE political power of the great landlords before the Reform Act of 1832, as well as the 
method of managing an unopposed election in a pocket borough in the 18th century, are well 
illustrated by the unusual document printed below by Mr.]. E. Tyler, of Sheffield University, 
at the end of his article. The following note may help to explain the local complexities of the 
~tuation. . 

Before 1832 there were two pocket boroughs in Northamptonshire: Brackley, represented 
in Parliament from 1547 by two members; and Higham Ferrers. Higham, already at the time 
of the Conquest a considerable market town, achieved borough status in 1251 under William 
de Ferrers, 5th Earl of Derby, the lord of the manor. But it was not until after the grant of a 
charter of incorporation from Philip and Mary in 1556, that in 1557 the Borough had 
representation in Parliament, and then by one member only. The right of 'election, according 
to Bridges, was" in all the housekeepers who receive no alms." I 

In 1684, Thomas Watson (later Watson-Wentworth) 2 a younger son of Edward Watson, 
the second Lord Rockingham of Rockingham Castle, started to acquire the political control of 
Higham Ferrers 3 by the purchase of thirty houses there. Thomas's son, another Thomas (who 
was created Lord Malton in 1728 and eventually Marquess of Rockingham in 1746), by 1737 
was the owner of about eighty houses in Higham, and the lease-holder from the Duchy of 
Lancaster of perhaps a further fifteen. In addition to these ninety-five houses, there were at 
this time in Higham thirty-five houses owned by freeholders, some of whom were also tenants of 
considerable farms under Lord Malton. It may therefore be estimated that Lord Rockingham 
controlled about eighty per cent. of the voting power of the Borough. He died in 1750, 
and was succeeded as second Marquess by his son, Charles Watson-Wentworth, who was twice 
First Lord of the Treasury to George In (1765-6 and 1782) and the friend and patron of 
Edmund Burke. 

On June 22nd, 1744, William, 3rd Earl Fitzwilliam of Milton, near Peterborough, 
married Lady Anne Watson-Wentworth, sister to the second Marquess of Rockingham, on 
whose death without issue in 1782, the Wentworth Woodhouse estate, and with it the political 
patronage of Higham Ferrers, passed to the Fitzwilliam family.- Editor). 

THE nature of the document printed below is adequately described in the heading 
supplied by its writer. It is to be found among the letters and papers of the 2nd Marquess 
of Rockingham now in the City Library at Sheffield, and the fact that it is here and 
not among those of his father may throw some light on its otherwise undertain date. 4 It 
may have been drawn up for the Marquess's guidance when he succeeded to the title in 
1750 or at the time of the first change in the representation of the borough after that 
event.s 

Though not exactly unique, the document nevertheless possesses some interest as a 
straightforward account, on the part of those responsible for the management of the 
borough, of the procedure when (aswas usual) the Marquess's nominee was un-opposed. 
In the unlikely event of opposition, the writer suggests two obvious precautions, 
1. Vol. II P .. 170. 2. On inheriting fr:om his mother, the eldest daughter of Thomas Wentworth, Earl of 
Strafford the Wentworth estates in Yorkshire. 3. For the rest of the information in this note, I am indebted 
to Mr. P.' I. King's researches in the Fitzwilliam Collection. 4· It is under R-Ioo in this collection and is printed 
here by courtesy of the Earl Fi.tzwilliam and his. trustees of the Wentworth Woodhouse Estates Co. 5. Higham 
Ferrers was represented in parham<:nt ~y John Hill (1747-54). ; and by John Yorke (1754-68). Yorke was a son of 
Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, and dJed In 1801. (Venn, Alumm Cant. ). 
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This negotiation failed, but it did not put an end to North' cont ct with Monta u 
nor, it may be suspected, to North's de ire to maintain ome sort of nta t with thi 
section of the Opposition. About the middle of October he asked Montagu t tand .fi r 
the Speakership when the new parliament m t on November I t, 1780. I 

North, like the King, had long been di satisfied with th nduct of the p ak r in 
the old parliament, Sir Fletcher N rton, and a arly as April, 1780, th name of tw 
possible successors had been canvassed in gov rnment cir 1 . One wa Mont u him, If 
and the other Charles Wolf ran Cornwall (1735-1789) who wa , in fact, de tined t b 
elected to the office when the new parliament met. 2 It eem very probable that Monta u 
was North's personal preference and that Cornwall (Charle Jenkin on' brother-in
law) was the candidate favoured by Jenkinson and Robin on, who e orr pond n e 
with each other and with the King, as it were behind North' back, i well-known. The 
vacancy, which might have occurred 'in April (allegedly owing to the p r tat of 
Norton's health), did not arise, Norton re uming the chair until the old parliam nt 
came to an end. But North was quite determined to have a hange after the 1 tion 
and, as was said, he wrote, in effect offering the Speaker hip to Montagu. 

The latter, who, in view of the breakdown of the negotiation inJune wa evidently 
surprised by the offer, declined alleging the state of his own health. It is more likely, 
however, that his main reason was the difficulty he foresaw, being Lord Rockingham' 
member, ifhe accepted the chair as the government nominee. However, when he received 
the offer he immediately wrote to Lord Rockingham putting himself in hi hand and 
an interesting correspondence ensued.3 Rockingham was obviously anxious that 
Montagu should not decline without serious consideration and hastened to assure him 
that his acceptance would not make the slightest difference to his continuing a member 
for Higham Ferrers. Indeed, he thought it most desirable that he should 0 continue le t 
it should be suspected that ,he had parted political company with his" leader." He al 0 

suggested, no doubt in order to remove any apprehensions that Montagu might feel on 
the 'score of expense, that the net emolument of the Speakership should now be raised to 
£4,000 p.a. 

Incidentally, the whole tone of this correspondence suggests nothing but a 
relationship of mutual esteem and respect. (of which there can be no doubt on other 
grounds) 4 between the two men., There is no suggestion that Lord Rockingham ever 
regarded his member for Higham Ferrers as a mere puppet or tool conveniently placed 
for his benefit in the House of Commons. J. E. TYLER. 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE EXPENCE AND MANNER OF CONDUCTING AN ELECTION FOR A MEMBER OF 

PARLIAMENT /""T HIGHAM FERRERS, WHEN THERE IS NO OPPOSITION TO THE PERSON RECOMENDED 

BY THE MARQUIS OF ROCKINGHAM 

The candidate should never come to town sooner than the evening before the day of 
election ; at which time, the Mayor, Aldermen, Burgesses, and principal inhabitants, go 
2 or 3 miles to meet him. They wait on him to the Marquis's stewards where he sups with 
a few neighbouring gentlemen invited on the occasion, and takes a bed. 

I. A copy of North's letter to Montagu making the offer is under R-I62 in the collection at Sheffield. 2. Fortescue, 
Corr. George Ill, Vol. V, No. 2996. 3. R-I62. 4· When he rebuilt his seat at Papplewick, )Jotts., Montagu 
installed a bust of Rockingham in the Library (1787). Montagu appears among the political associates of 
Rockingham in the memorial mausoleum at Wentworth Woodbouse. 
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orp ration on i t of a la 'or ven aldermen and thirteen capital burgesses, 
with a Rec rd r and at pr nt th numb r of oters (v ho have all ways been allowed) 
includin the rporation does not exceed one hundred and h enty. 

py fa \ ote of the Hou e of Common Thursday January the 28th, 1702. 

R oJv d that the ri ht of electing a bur to serve in Parliament for the Borough 
of Hi ham Ferrers in the C.ounty of rorthampton is in the layor. ldermen, Burgesses, 
and Freemen being householders and not recei . ngms. I 

eeting accidental1 with the abo e ote of the house of Commons occasion'd 
the follo\\;n reflections \ hich are humbly submitted to the farquis of Rockingham. If 

1. ]uumau of lire House of Co111l1ll11U. 01. xr\ p. '4-6. (Thomas \, entworth petitioning against the dection of 
Thomas Pem rton for Higbam Ferrers). 

(Concluded on page 38) 



NEW BOOKS 

VAUX OF HARROWDEN, by Godfrey Anstruther, O.P. (Johns, 25s.) 
I N his review eighteen years ago of The Montagu Musters Book (N.R.S., Vol. VII), Father 
Anstruther observed that the introduction contained the only account in print of the Catholics 
of Northamptonshire in the penal times-and that was only a page or two. The Protestants 
certainly got in first with their martyrology, but "the boldness and assurance which the 
recusants have taken of late" 1 have led them in recent years to make up for lost time. 
Protestants as well as Catholics, however, will be 'fateful to Father Anstruther for so ably 
filling up this blank page in Northamptonshire history, painful reading though it often make. 

If our author had lived in the times of which he writes, he would undoubtedly have been 
proud to have been classed as " an obstinate Papist." Though he gives a comprehensive pictur 
of events, mentioning, for example, the sole Northamptonshire Protestant martyr in Que n 
Mary's reign-John Kurde the Syresham shoemaker who was burnt to death at Northampton
his attitude is scarcely detached. He has no use for Elizabeth I, one of the very greatest of 
our English sovereigns, or for Lord Burghley, and as for Robert Cecil, he is" this unscrupulou 
little genius "-in his case, not perhaps, a bad description. To continue, burning of Protestant 
by Queen Mary I is just burning, execution for high treason in the next reign is" butchery," 
and so on. But since the Catholics were longin'5 for Elizabeth's death and some of them 
trying to compass her deposition and the overthrow of the regime which she represented 
and which had the great majority of Englishmen behind it, and there were others, as the 
author admits, " who were willing to go to the lengths of murdering Elizabeth in order to 
place Mary{ofScotlandl on the throne," her government had obviously got to do something 
about it. What they did, in which the Vaux family was deeply concerned, is what Father 
Anstruther has to tell us. 

The first few chapters give an excellent summary of the early history of the Vauxes, who 
first appear in the Borough of Northampton in the 13th century. Two centuries later there was 
a marriage between a Vaux and a Harrowden which brought the manor of Great Harrowden 
into the possession of the family, and when Nicholas Vaux was made a peer in 1523, he was 
summoned to Parliament as Lord Vaux of Harrowden. Twelve years previously he had 
entertained Henry VIII at Harrowden Hall. ' 

But the real story of the book begins with William, 3rd Lord Vaux, who employed for 
several months as tutor to his eldest son, Edmund Campi on, the hero of the Catholic resistance 
to persecution, before his secession from the Church of England in which he was at one time a 
beneficed clergyman. " What this friendship [with Campion] cost the Vaux family," writes 
Father Anstruther, "is the main burden of this book." 

Then follows a well-documented narrative of amazing interest, most of it as regards the 
minor characters never told before, discovered piece by piece by prolonged and arduous 
research carried out over many years and under enormous difficulties, and now raising the 
ghost oflong-forgotten tragedy in familiar places. 

In 1580, Parsons and Campion, the Jesuit missionaries, landed in England, and in May, 
, 1,1)81, Lord Vaux first appears as a recus~nt. Campion was captured and tortured inJuly, and 

Vaux examined later at Boughton by Sir Edward Montagu and at Apethorpe by Sir WaIter 
Mildmay on the charge of harbouring him. On Vaux's refusal to give evidence he was thrown 
into the Fleet prison for nearly two years. 

In 1586, the laws against priests were greatly increased in severity and Henry Vaux, 
Lord Vaux's eldest son, became the leader of an underground movement. Then came the 
Babington Plot, and, at the urgent demand of Parliament, Mary's execution after Paulett had 
indignantly rejected the Queen's suggestion that he might quietly poison her. With Mary's 
death at Fotheringay, the Catholics were left without a rallying-point and a great round-up 
followed. Lord Vaux was for a time placed under detention and by 1593 was reduced to such 
straits that he was forced to pawn his Parliament robes and described himself to Burghley as 
"the unfortunatest peer of Parliament for povertie that ever was." He died at Irthlingborough 
in 1595. 
I. Letter from the Council to Lord Exeter in 1613 (N.R.S. VII, p. 54). A recusant is one who refuses to 
go to church. 
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NEW BOOKS 

All these elements for success are present in the volume under review, and the result i a 
book both distinguished and entertaining. 

The Brudenells were not' new men' when in Henry VIII's time they acquired Deene. 
In the fifteenth century, and even at the end of the fourteenth, they had risen by one of the 
great ladders of advancement, the law, to some eminence in Buckinghamshire, and also had a 
footing in South Northamptonshire, but it was Robert Brudenell (born about 1461), a lawyer 
who reaUy made the family's fortunes, and set it on it career as one of the great landed 
houses of Northamptonshire. He became Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas early in 
Henry VIII's reign, purchaser of Deene and many other properties, and when he died in 
153 I, the way was open for the Brudenells to accumulate riches and titles, as their neighbour 
did, under the Tudors and Stuarts. But the Brudenells by remaining, on the whole, stead fa t 
in the" old religion," forfeited some of the honours they might have been expected to enjoy. 
The long life of Thomas Brudenell (1578-1663) is, indeed, the record ofa Catholic gentleman, 
loyal to the Crown, who, although he was knighted, made a Baron, and eventually an Earl, 
suffered much for his obstinate attachment to hi. faith. H was essentially a cholar with 
antiquarian interests, whose interest in genealogy, in an ag which Miss Wake rightly call 
" the greatest period of historical research ever known in this country," has been of the greate t 
help in tracing the family's history. In 1627, he wa made a Deputy Lieutenant, an 
appointment for one of his profession that would have been most unlIkely under Queen 
Elizabeth or King J ames in his earlier years, and which was to cause him trouble when the 
Civil War broke out. Such a man, Royalist and Papi t, was a natural target for the 
sequestrators and despoilers after the Civil War. Hi furniture was smashed or removed, his 
papers raided and his books stolen. But not all his book and manuscripts were destroyed. 
" Such things" as Miss Wake points out" were held in greater respect in the seventeenth 
century than they are to-day," and her own task has been lightened in consequence. After the 
Restoration, he was made, in consideration for the help he had given to the Royal cause, 
Earl of Cardigan, and died as secure and fortunate as in his earlier years. His son, the second 
Earl, lived to be ninety-six and, like his father, remained attached to his Catholic Faith, and 
these two men, whose occupation of Deene extended through the whole seventeenth century, are 
indeed in their loyalty, independence, obstinacy and tenacity, despite many adversities, the 
two great oaks in the Brudenell forest. 

The third Earl, under the influence of his cousin the Duke of Shrewsbury, and the 
discouraging atmosphere of the Rome of Clement XI, abandoned his grandfather's faith, 
and was able to play a not inconsiderable part in the political life of the County in the 
early years of the eighteenth century. Despite his strong family feelings, the third Earl is rather 
a cold character, and, indeed, the history of the family for the rest of the century, despite, or 
perhaps, because of their attachment to the circles closest to the Court, is not as interesting as 
in the previous stormy century. The third Earl of Cardigan was devoted to the chase, and was 
Master of the Buckhounds to Queen Anne ; the fourth Earl was a figure in fashionable 
society, but" either uninterested in, or unqualified by ability for a part in high politics" ; 
his brother and nephew, the fifth and sixth Earls were not specially interesting characters, 
but with the seventh Earl the interest of the story ri e to a fantastic climax. J ames Thomas 
Brudenell, seventh Earl of Cardigan, was not a plea ant man; he was brutal, lascivious, 
overbearing, but brave, able and compelling. Miss Wake's chapter on the Crimean War, and 
the seventh Earl's part in it, is one of the best in the book, and her account of the Earl's 
second wife Adeline " if it were played upon a stage would be condemned as an improbable 
fiction." But this fantastic creature, who forfeited the family's old position as close intimates 
of the Court, and who lived into the present age (she died in 1915) might well deserve a book 
by herself. 

The epilogue is no more than sketched in the present volume. Lady Cardigan was 
succeeded at Deene by her husband's second cousin twice removed, Ernest Brudenell-Bruce, 
and at his death in the war of 1914-18, was followed by his brother, the present Squire, who 
reverted to the plain Brudenell of his paternal ancestry. The book closes appropriately to the 
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