TWO JUSTICES FALL OUT

I T ' may seem strange to ugt today that a private quarrel between two country justice
of the peace (though carried on in public) should have caused a commotion at Queen
Elizabeth's Council Board in London, but so it was. Indeed, had it not been for the
five letters which the Council wrote on the subject to the Northamptonshire Bench, the
Justice of Assize, and the disputants, we should have known nothing at all of the matter.
What happened was this. It was the time of the Michaelmas Quarter Sessions in
the year I592, that is, four years after the defeat of the Spanish Armada and eleven
before the death of Queen Elizabeth, who was then fifty-nine years of age. Many of the
justices had ridden into Northampton from all over the County, among them being
Richard Howland, the Bishop of Peterborough ; I that sturdy old Puritan, Sir Richard
Knightley of Fawsley; Sir Edward Montagu, the principal justice in the eastern half
of the shire-a man loved and respected by all- ; and Sir John Spencer of Althorp.
John Wake of Salcey Lawn and .sir George Fermor of Easton Neston near Towcester,
were also among those present.
Fermor had brought a servant with him, named George Beekley. Wake, so said
the Privy Council, had a nephew, Robert Osborne/ who for some reason had been
bound over by the jus,tices to make his appearance at this Sessions. As Osborne wa
making his way towards the Castle where the Sessions were held, he was assaulted by
Beekley who drew blood of him. He went straight to John Wake and told him of the
incident. Wake, furious at the outrage, spoke"heated words to Sir George in Court,
where the work of the Sessions was already in progress. Their brother justices managed
to quieten them down, but whilst they were all dining together at the inn later in the
day, 'the quarrel broke out afresh, tempers were ' lost, and John Wake and George
Fermor, though both" gentlemen of good credit and account," actually fell to blows at
the dinner table.
This was more than could be tolerated, and one may imagine the two leading
justices, Moniagu and Knightley, Gonsulting together what should be done, for such
conduct in a place of public resort could not possibly be overlooked. The two offenders
were therefore then and there put to the humiliation of being bound over to keep the
peace, and the matter was reported to the Privy Council.
The subsequent action of the Council will be better appreciated if some account
be now given of the status and character of the disputants and of the political ba,ck,ground of the age.
I

I

I. Richard Howland (154 0 - 1 600). He' had been .chaplain to Lord Burghl<;y an~ ~aster successively of Ma~dalene
and St. John's Colleges, Cambridge. He was VIce-Chancellor of the UmversIty l~ 1578 and 1583, and BIshop of
Peterborough from 1584 until his death. 2. It. does not appear from the pedlprees ~hat John Wake had a
nephe~ of this name. The Robert Os borne of thIS story was probably John Wake s COUSIn, Robert Osborne, the
son of Thomas Osborne of Whitfield by Margaret, sister of John Wake (died 1572), the father of the John Wake
of the episode here described. He may perhaps be identified ~ith Sir Robert Osborne who was living at Ashton
in 1602 (N.R.S. Ill, p.gl).
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. could scarce lodge them," but these glorious events took place some years after
George's quarrel with his neighbour from Salcey Lawn.
George Fermor died in 1612 and has left behind him in Easton Neston church a
magnificent ·alabaster tomb 2 bearing the life-sized recumbent effigies of himself and
his wife, Mary, daughter of Thomas Cnrson of Addington, Bucks. A photograph
of the tomb will be found at the end of this Journal. The in cription remaining reads:I

" Hora e Sempre.
HERE LYETH T~E BODY OF SIR GEORGE FARMOR
KNIGHT, WHO 1?YED I DEC., 1612, AND THE BODY OF
DAME MARY HIS WIFE WHO DYED 12 OCT., 1628."

Further inscriptions, luckily recorded for us by Bridges, had already disappeared when
George Baker was collecting material for his county history in the 1830's. That relating
tu Sir George ran : .
" Stranger, that sadly gazest on this frame,
What seekst thou here? the man, his minde, or frame?
Earth, as hir part, the man has here confin'd,
And Heavens, as theyrs, ha~e his immortall minde.
His travels, warres, freendes, servants, poore men's teares,
And countre's love, have shar'd his fame, as theyrs.
What then of him for thee is left to spare?
His losse, whereof, with all men, take thy share."
The reason for the Privy Council's interference in a local quarrel must now, if
possible, be accounted for. The sovereigns of England for many centuries had lived in
deadly fear of tumults a~d insurrections within the realm. It was just this fear which,
in a time of pestilence, faInine, invasion by the Scotch, and general disorder, had led
Edward II to appoint keepers of the peace in all counties. A similar motive prompted
the regular establishment, also on a county basis, of the justices of the peace by Parlia.ment in the reign of Edward Ill.
Until the democratic movements of the 19th century, the justices were carefully
chosen from among the most dependable of the country gentry, that is, the landowning
Glass. They were normally appointed oy the sovereign and each county had.its separate
commission, meeting four times a year at Quarter Sessions in the county town.
The justices' duty was primarily to deal with breaches of the peace, but as time went
on, innumerable other matters were laid upon them by a long series of statutes, until
they had nearly the whole of the administrative as well as the judicial work of the
counties under their control.
The Tudor dynasty never felt itself very secure upon the throne, and in Elizabeth's
reign the continual plots of the Catholics for her overthrow, together with the economic
distresses of a large section of the population, made it more than ever necessary that
I. Baker, oft. cit. 11, p. 144.
2. This tomb by the Dutch artist, Joseph Hollemans, of Burton-on-Tren,t, is
described by Sacheverell Sitwell in his Introduction to Mrs. Esdaile's book, English Church Monuments, 1510-1840.
Hollemans also executed three of the Spencer tombs in Great Brington Church, including that of the Sir John
Spencer who was Fermor's and Wake's colleague on the Northamptonshire Commisiion of the Peace in 1592.
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receive due punishment, and both justices were told in effect to shake hanas " and to be
good friends hereafter," which, like good little boys, they promised to do, and were
thereupon allowed to exercise their office as justices of the peace once again. Finally,
at Fermor's reque~t, Robert Osborne was bound over to keep the peace.
Burghley's, and perhaps the Queen's, tact, wisdom, and firmness can surely be
seen through all these proceedings. The determination not to allow , such conduct
and such a bad example on the part of royal officers- for such the J.P.'s were and are
to this day-to pass un-noticed; the effort to effect a reconciliation locally before ending
for them to London; th~ method of punishing them effectively through their
pockets without formal 'trial and sentence and therefore without that humiliation
which would have embittered the In against the Queen and her minister and undermined/their authority in their own County; the punishment ofBeekley and the binding
over of Osborne, which would leave no sore feelings between the disputants that one
had triumphed over the other-such methods kept order and discipline on the County
Benches while ' securing the loyalty and devotion of tho e on the Commi ions of the
Peace. Neither Wake nor Fermor would lightly forget their experience and would not
lightly offend again. The Council's reason for their cour e of action is clearly tated in
one sentence in the last letter printed below, viz. :- " considering how these private
quarrels do breed divisions in the countrie, and hinder her Majesty's service."
The Fermors continued at Easton Neston and were raised to the peerage towards
the close of the 1710h century.! The last Earl of Pomfret's daughter, Arabella Fermor,
married Sir Thomas Hesketh in 1846, and their great-grandson, Sir Frederick FermorHesketh, second baron Hesketh, of Easton N eston, is the present representative of the
Sir George Fermor of this article.
, John Wake's descendaIhs also remained in the neighbourhood, but in the second
half of the 17th century moved from Sakey and Piddington to Courteenhall,2 a
little nearer 'to Eastofl N eston, and in the next parish to Blisworth where their ance tors
had flourished for so many generations. So far as the two families were and are con'cerned, to the best of the present ' writer's belief Queen Elizabeth 'I and her Privy
. Council did their work of reconciliation well; on the bench and in the County Hall,
and in other local affairs, Sir George Fermor's and John Wake's descendants have
worked and played in concord and amity together, and have" carried themselves
in friendly sort one towards another" ever since that unfortunate episode at
Northampton in 1592.
The following letters are taken from the Privy Council Register at the Public
Record Office.3 The writer .of the article desires to thank Mr. P. 1. King for
assistance in looking up references.
" At Hampton Coorte, the xij of November, 159 2 •
Present: Lord Threasurer
Lord Buckhurst
Lord Admirall
Mr. Vicechamberlen
Lord Chamberlen
Mr. Woolley
1. Sir William Fermor was created Baron Lempster in 1692, and his eldest so~ Thomas became Earl of Pomfret
in 17 2 1. 2. An estate at Piddington, however, rem~ined,in the possession of a bra~ch of the family ~ntil ear~y
in the present centur.y. 3. The Register has been prmte!i ID a senes of Volumes entitled Acts of the Prwy Councd.
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" 13 December, 1592.
Present: Lord Keper
LQrd Threasurer
Lord Admirall

Lord Chamberlain
Lord Buckhurst

A letter to the Justices of Assi[s]es in the Countie of Northampton.
There hathe of late happened within the countie of Northampton at a es ion
some matter of quarrell betwene Sir Georg Fermor, knight, and - [blank] Waake,
esquier, whereuppon they were bothe at the instant bound to the peace by the rest of
the Justices there present, and uppon certifficat made to us we have given order they shall
forbeare to sitt with the rest or execute the office of Justice of the Peace till order may
be taken in the q uarrell betwene them.
And because this disorder hathe growen there in the countrie where we wi he the
same should receave redresse, we have thought good to refere ~he same to you, praying
you at the tyme of your next Assizes in that countie, uppon suche notes of the matter a
you shall receave herewith, to enter into some farder examinacion thereof and to procede
furder therein as you sh;:tll see convenient, wishing that forasmuch as they are bothe gentlemen of good credditt and accompte, and that the division betwene them if it continue
may breed some inconvenience in the countrie, they might by your meanes the rather
be brought to tearmes of attonement and friendshipp, and so the cause to be ended
without farder disgrace to eyther of them.
Wherein if you shall not by your mediacions prevayle, then we pray you to certefie
us of the impedimentes, that we may take farder order therein as shall appertaine.
So, etc.
At the Court of St. James', the last of February, 1592.
Present:

Lord
Lord
Lord
Lord

Archbishop of Canterbury
Keeper
Threasurer
Derby

Lord Essex
Lord Admiral
Lord Buckhurst
Sir Robert Cecil

" A letter to Sir George Fermor.
Whereas of late wee wrote our letters to the Justices of the Assizes of that Circuit for
some good course to be taken at their next being in that countie of Northampton in the
due examining and ordering the matters of controversy betwixt you and Mr. John
Vvake, for the avoiding of such inconveniences as might fall owt by the disorderlie
cariage of your selves to the prejudice of her Majesty's services in that countrey.
Forasmuch" as wee have sithence better considered of the little leasure the said
Justices shall have at that time to attend matters of this nature, being otherwize emploied
for the publique; and for "other reasonable excepcions wee have thought good to alter
that determination "and to heare this controversy.... ourselves at the Counsell Borde, and
do therefore require you to make your repaire hither by the first ~ay of the ne~t Term
and to bring with you at your owne chardges such persons as can wItnes and testIfie your
allegacions, by vertue hereof requiring them purpozelie to acco.mpan~e yo';! h~ther as
abovesaid, which likewize wee have enJoyned Mr. Wake both for hImself and hIS WItnesses.
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Theire Lordships this daie did heare a matter of varyance betwene Sir George
Fermor, knighte, and John Wake, esquiour.
And because it did appeare that the grounde of theire falling out grewe by reason
that one George Beekley, a servant to Sir George Fermour, did stricke Roberte Osborne,
gentleman, nephewe to the saide Mr. Wake, in Northampton, goinge to the Sessions
tqere and standinge bounde for his appearance, and drewe bloude of him, upon which
occasion wordes grewe betwene the aforesaide gentlemen of further quarrell .
. Their Lordships therefoI'e have commaunded Sir George Fermour to sende his
servante forthwith that strocke Mr. Osborne before theire Lordships, that he maie be
punyshed as theiie Lordships sqall thincke meete according to the quality of his offence,
and have also (consideringe how their private quarrelles do breede divisions in the countrie
and hinder her Majesty's service) injoyned both the gentlemen to remitt all unkyndness
fallen out aboute this occasion, and to be good friends hereafter and to forbeare to give
any cause of offence . eche to other, which they likewyse have promysed before theire
Lordships to performe, whereupon they were dismissed of theire attendaunce.
And whereas both of them were forbidden to execute the place of Justice of the
Peace, theire Lordships were pleased upon theire promyse to carie themselves in friendly
sorte one towardes another to revoke that comaundement.
Lastlie, because Sir George Fermour did complaine of the evill usage of Osborne
towards him and thereupon did require to have him bounde unto the peace, theire
Lordships did yelde to that his request.'"
.

THE ' JUSTICE OF THE PEACE.
THE following is George Herbert's opinion of the office of a Justice of the Peace. It is
taken from A Priest to the Temple, which he wrote in 1632, forty years after the events
described in the preceding art'icle. That his opinion was a just one is borne out by the
fact that ' the institution has spread all over the English-speaking world, and still
exists in India.' The word "country" is here used in the sense of "county" or "district."
" No Commonwealth i'u the world hath a braver Institution than that of Justices
of the Peace: for it is both a security to the King, who hath so many dispersed Officers
at his beck throughout the Kingdom, accountable to the public good; and also an
honourable employment of a Gentle, or Nobleman in the Country he lives in, enabling
him with power to do good, and to restrain all those, who else might both trouble
him and the whole State.
Wh;refore it behoves all, who are come to the gravity and ripeness of judgment
for so excellent a Place, not to refuse, but rather to procure it. And whereas there are
usually three objections mad~ against the Place; the ·one, the abuse of it, by taking
petty Country bribes; the other, the casting of it.on mean persons, especially in some
Shires' ; and lastly, the trouble of it: These are so far from deterring any good men
from the place, that they kindle them rather to redeem the Dignity either from true
faults or unjust aspersions."
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THOMAS EAYRE OF KETTERING AND OTHER
MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY*.

IF , the name bfThomas Eayre of Kettering (1691-1757), the most outstanding member
of a talented family, is remembered at all today it is no doubt principally as a bellfounder, yet in his day he was one of the more versatile of men and de erve to be better
known. Bred probably to blacksmith's work, he became a clockmaker, bellfounder,
surveyor, a young associate and neighbour of John Brido-e fi r whom he executed
a number of prawings intended to be engraved a illu tration t the History of
Northamptonshire, and, he has as well an important pIa e in the history of ounty
cartography as the begetter of the first ~ap of Northampton hire on a large . ale.
These facts alone seem to justify an attempt to bring together in ne arti I what little
is known bfhis life and circumstances.
Eayre is far from being an uncommqn surname, though the spelling adopted by
the family of Thomas Eayre of Kettering is unusual and almost unknown out ide hi
family.r In other forms the name occur as early a the mid-thirteenth century as
when Jordan Heres of Lamport ' sold a house and some land to Robert d Ketering,
clerk. In a~other deed of about the same date the same man appear among t the
witnesses as Jordan le heir, thus revealing the origin and meaning of the name. 2 In
the middle ages Heyre was perhaps the usual form but at a later date th initial H
, was generally dropped.3 In the seventeenth century there were several yeomen£amilie
named Eyre living in Northamptonshire including one at Kilsby and another probably
related ,:\,ith numerous branches at Murcott (in the parish of Watford), Ravensthorpe,
East Farndon and other places in the north-west of the county. When the Herald
came on their' Visitation' in 1681 to record pedigrees and arms, John Eyre of Kilsby
and Thomas Eyre of Ravensthorpe both disclaimed their right to a coat thus putting
themselves outside the Heralds' jurisdiction and avoiding having their arms and
pedigrees, recorded.4
Of the poorer families of the name several became members of the Society of,
Friends founded by George Fox in the middle of the seventeenth century. Among ,
these were members of an Eyre family of Kettering which had been resident there at
least as early as 1522 when John Ayre ?fKettering, draper, made his will. s Thenceforth
the name appears constantly in local records as, for instance, in the printed extracts

* See pedigree on opposite page.
Kettering manor court rolls ~ention a Nathaniel 'Eayre ,' in 173 1 and a John ' Eay:e' i? 1731 and 1750
neither of whom were n ear relatives of Thomas. The 8th bell at M elton Mowbray, LeIcs., IS supposed to be
inscribed' Eyre de Kettering fecit ... 1754 '(T. North, The Church Belts of L eicestershire, 18 76 , p. 247) but on all
other bells and signed documents the form used is' E<l-yre.' 2. Northamptonshire R ecord Office, Isham (Lamport)
MSS. Nos. 4/16 and 420. 3. On May 1st, 1596, William Abyt of Duston, married Jane Heyre of All Saints',
orthampton (N.R.O., Longden M ss, Vol. XVII,. p. 2 I , fro~ .the ?riginal register of. AI! Sai~ts' ch';Jrch).
4.
.R.O., Longden pedigrees of' Eyre' based on wills and admmIstratlOns and upon entrIes m pansh regIsters;
J. P. Rylarrds Disclaimers at the Heralds' Visitations (1888 ) p. 25· 5· W. P. W. Phillimore, Calendar of Wills of
North'ampton and Rutland, I5IO-I652 (1888), p. 7. R. M. Serjeantson and H. 1. Longden, The Parish Churches and
Religious Houses of Northamptonshire, (19 13) P·13 6 .
1.
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clock, the Vestry [of All Saints'] (April 3rd) ' contracted with one Thomas Eyres, of
Kettering, clockmaker, to keep the clock and chimes 'in good and sufficient Repair
and well-going,' for 2 I years, for 40s. pe~ annum. The arrangement was cancelled in
173 0 and Mr. Dawes was appointed clock-keeper with a like salary." xa
Thomas ~ayre 11 was regularly employed by George, third Earl of Cardigan, xb in
winding and cleaning the clocks at Deene and -in keeping them, the jacks and other
machinery abOl~t the place in good order. He supplied hinges and bolts for the new
pulpit in Deene church and for the family pew, a lock for the park gates and a new
cross-staff, "which is an instrument very useful in surveying small inclosureS." lC
He also probably cast the bell for the house-clock inserted by the third Earl in the North
East tower ,for the inscription
'
" Anno Dom. 1726
IHS NAZARENE REX JUDEORUM FILl DEI MISERERE ME! "

is typical .of many others on bells cast by. Thomas 11.
It is probable that further search in Northamptonshire account books would show
that Eayre was employed in such varied capacities as at Deene Park by other of the
great landowners in the County.
When the Kettering Vestry wanted a new Town Clock they naturally turned to
Eayre. In the Vestry book is this entry: "January ,23, 1755, at a Vestry thi day
appointed to have a new Town Clock. ~t's agreed by us whose names are underwritten
have agreed with Mr. Thos. Eayre for a new Clock and not exceeding sixty pounds
, with a Diall plate to be finished and set up by si. Michaell next." The date of the clock
is 1756; Eayre also made the clock for Wellingborough Church in 1750.3 Again over
a period of ten years he and his son were employed by the Marquess of Rockingham'
agent to look after the clock at Great Harrowden. In the estate accounts there appears
this short entry'under 19June 1758" Paid Mr. Eayre for repairing the Turret Clock at
Harrowden £12 13s. od." but by a str<:>ke of good fortune the original receipted bills
are still in existence. They read as follows 4 : "The Right Honble The Marques of Rockingham
Dr. tp Thos Eayre , of Kettering
1748 For Cleaning & Oiling Tp.e Great Clock at Harrowden, and,
, Repairing the Painting of the Dials
0 - 15 - 0
Novr 10 1'750 Made a New Spring to On~ of the Chime-Hammers
& Oyling The Chimes & &
~ - 5 - 0
Decr -175 2 A Journey ' to Harrowden to Clean the Great
0 - 15 - 0
Clock ~ Put in order
May 30 1753 A Days Work of My Self' & a Man Repairing
the Pendulum & a New Spring to it and Puting the
Whole Clock in order
0 - '12 - 0
2

continued-see overleaf
la. R. M. Serjeantson, A' History of All Saints', Northampton (1901), p. 27 6 .' G. H. Baillie, Watchmakers and Clockmakers of the World, says Eayre was' a good m~ker o~ turret and long ,case clocks' (172?-50).
lb. G.eor~e
Brudenell third Earl of Cardigan, succeeded hIS granClfather, the second Earl, at Deene III 1703. He dIed III
173 2 . Id. Brudenell Mss., A.S.R., 253 /8. 2. T. North, op. cit., p. ~17· 3. Northampton County Magazine, Nov.
1930, p. 286. 4. N.R.O., Fitzwilliam (Wentworth-Woodhouse), Higham Ferrers & Harrowden e~tate accounts
vo!. 85, & N.R.O., Fitzwilliam (Wentworth-Wood~ouse) Vouc?ers, parcel 10, 'Harrowden RepaIrs,' No. 13.
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Lane. In 1700 Webb surrend~red ~ messuage whose northern side was bounded by
, a structure of Thomas and John Eayer.'
Elizabeth Eayre died on 23rd July 1708 and John, as we have seen, probably on
16th March, 1716/7 leaving two daughters Anne and Alice. Alice married John
Hubbard of Barleythorpe near Oakham, Rutland, on 2nd August, 1710. 2 Anne her
sister subsequently died leaving her cousin Thoma Eayre of Kettering her n are t
heir; After John Eayre's death he and Alice were admitted to moieties of her father'
property on the 13th October, 1718, it being recorded on the court roll that her fealty
was respited because she was a Quaker. 3 By this time th re were four hou e built on
the property acquired by John Eayre from Thoma Webb in 1692, occupied by John
Brook, William Hanger, Richard AlIen and Thoma Brig tock. The next year Ali e
and her husband seem to have come to some arrangement with her cousin Th ma a, to
the division of the property, she being admitted to two houses in the oc upation of
John Brookesby and William Hanger, and he to two in the ccupation of homas Boon
and Samuel Whittle. 4 Finally on the 6th October, 1726, John Hubbard and Ali e
his wife surrendered their two messuages to Thomas Eayre of Kettering,' 10 kmaker,'
his heirs and assigns, and are not heard of again. s
Thomas Eayre II's -mother Anne had died on 29th May, 1709,6 the childr~n who e
births are registered in the Quaker Registers being Thomas, Elizabeth born 28th
May, 1694, John, Ann born 1.5th August, 1699, WilIiam born 29th June, 1702, George,
IIth May, 1705, and Joseph born I IthJuly, 1707, who was later to start a foundry of his
own at St. Neots, and himself succeed to the Kettering belIfounding busine s in 1762.
Elizabeth, Ann and WilIiam are not heard of again. Thomas Eayre II marri d
Susan Baxter daughter of John Baxter of Hemingford Grey, Hunts., fellmo'n g r,
as is known from his surrender of copyhold property on 4th February, 1725/ 6 whereby
he settled it on himself and after his marriage on himself and his wife jointly and then
for the life of the longer liver ofthem. 7 At the manor court held on the 27th October,
1729 they were admitted. 8 In 1724 Eayre had made 5 bells for Hemingford Grey so that
his acquaintanceship with Susan Baxter probably began then, when he was about
33 years old.9 She predeceased her husband by three years. IO
Thomas Eayre 11 and his wife had at least four children, an only son Thomas,In
who followed his father as a bellfounder and clockmaker, and three daughters Anne,
Sarah and Frances to whom their father left £50 each in his will dated 24th December,
1757. 1I - He must then have been on the point of death for he was buried on January
3rd, 175 8 . 12 By this will his messuage, household goods and utensils in trade were all
'left to his son who proved the will on 9th September, 1761. Already on 25th October,
1759, Thomas the son had -been admitted to his father's copyhold property 13 but
there must have been financial difficulties for on loth November, 1760, he had had to
mortgage most of it to Richard Smith, flaxdresser, for £400,14 a mortgage that was
1

I. Ibi.d. , p. 235.
'2. Friends' House Library, Quarterly Meeting of. Northamptonshire, Digests of Regi~ters, from
which all the dates' of birth of the children of Thomas Eayre, semor, are taken. 3. N.R.O., Kettermg Court
Roll Books, Vol. 3, p. I, no. 2. 4. Ibid., p. 20, ~os. I I & 12.. 5· Ibid. , p. 133, no. 20 .. 6. His father died on
14 April, 1716 and was buried next day. (DIgests of Re.gIsters, and T. North, op. czt., p. 47)· 7. N .R.O.,
Kettering Court Roll Books, Vol. 3, p. 177, no. 12. 8. Ibzd. 9 .• The R evd. T. M. N. O~en, Th~ Church Bells
of Huntingdonshire (1 899), pp. 93 & 94. 10. T. North, The Chunh B ells of the County and Czty of Lzncoln, p. ~7.
I I. N.R.O., Longden, Eyre pedigrees. North has_September wrongly. 12. T. Nort~, Church Bells of Northamptonshzre,
p. 49. 13: N.R.O., Kettering Court Roll BooKs, Vol. 5, p. 112, no. 23· 14· Ib zd., Vol. 5, p. 196, no. 20.
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describ~d ' as a watchmaker, purchased from John Bates the elder of Kettering, watch1
maker
In 1816
for £200.
,
.
"
The extent of Thomas Eayre II's copyhold estate towards the end of his life can
be discovered by putting together various entries of admis ions and surrenders on the
Kettering manor court rolls. From these it appears that he gradually increased hi
property in Wadcraft ~ane from the cottage, barn etc. bought by hi father in 169~i,
until at ,his death he had a cottage, six small tenements, as well as the' Founding hou e
& the Warehouse,' all in Wadcraft Lane, 2 acres in Upper Field, and the hou e in
which he lived, with ' yard, garden and outhouse in Bakehouse hill which he had
purchased in 1729.2 The Foundry in Wadcraft Lane i marked on hi own map of
Kettering of about 1720 3 and its position is als described by North in hi Church .
Bells of Northamptonshire; he adds that' in: G Id Street i 'the Grammar chool:
a short distance above which~standing a little back from the street, and partially
hidden by a modern building- is an old fashioned hou e of-a fair size : this was 'Thoma
Eayre II's private residen<;:e.' 4
. '
Though it is well known that Thomas Eayre II was a bell-founder little seem
to have appeared in print as to his other activities. He clearly had something of the
antiquarian mind as may be seen from his habit of opying older inscriptions on hi
bells. Amongst the correspondence addressed to Sir Edmund Isham, Bart., of Lamport
is the following letter :-sa

Kettering,' March 24th, 1738- .
" Sir,
As I haue had the Pleasure of being of Late 'Acquainted with your Honour, Cannot
O:r:nitt giveing you some account of an extrordnery peice of Antiquity lately found in this
County not far from us- ,
About 3 Weeks si~ce as thay was Plowing in Weldon feild one Furlong to the North
East of the Town, N~ar the Road that Leads to Deen was Discoverd a Very large
Tessolated Roman-pavement of about 40 yards in Length, and 15 yards in Bredth,
and is yet. all Very whole & perfect, and is the property of Lord Hatton.5b
I was there to see it last Tuesday and there was Workmen Employd to Carrey the
Earth from off it wch lay on it about halfa yard in thickness; thay find Roman Coins in the
Earth that lay upon it of Constan tine the Great and of his three sons Constantius, Cons tans
& Constantinus Several of Each- ! But the Worke is as yet badly secured from Evil
hands haueing only a Thorn Hedg of about 7 foot high made Round it: Besides its
being Exposd to the Rains, Frost, Sun and Air, which will soon spoyl the -Worke, unless
prevented by a Close Building for its Security. I haue Considerd the Manner and forme
of such a Building wch-shud be made over it Directly, and if it is not done, th,e space of
One year will, by the heat of the Sun, &c, Make it all Loose and Destroy the whole
(Vid : Morton's Nat. Hist. Northamptonshire pp. : 527-528). Therefore if your Honour
Can think of any way of prevailing with Ld. Ratton to haue a Building made over
it Directly, ,will be a Means of Secureing the whole worke from Destruction. 5e

I I;

I. N.R.O., Kettering Court Roll Books, Vol.
p. 78, and Vol. 13, p. 388. Next to the tombstone of George
Eayre (note 24 above) are those of Frances Eayre Bates daughter of Thomas Eayre, died 26 Nov. 18<;>3, aged ,64
and of her husband John Bates, died 9 J~ly, 1819, ,aged 85 (?); one of Edward Bates (pres~mably their s,on) died
24 ~ept. 1848, aged 82 and of his wife ElIzabeth dIed 19 Nov. 1830 (?) aged 84; and a thIrd of three chlldren of
John and Sarah Bat~s. 2. Ibid., Vo!. 3, p. 183, note 20 (1729) and V,o!. 5, p. 196 , No. 20 (1760). 3. F. W. Bull,
op. cit., frontispiece. 4. T. North, The Church Bells of Northamptonshzre, p. SI. sa. N.R.O., Isham Correspondence, 3089. Sb. \VilIiam Seton Hatto,n, second VI~count Hatton of Gretton, 1690-1760, and owner of the
Kirby Hall estate. sc. The reference IS to the effect of the weather on the Roman pavement recently expo ed
at Nether Heyford, Northants.
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and maps of th~ vafious towns and country hou es of Northamptonshire, which he
intended, no doubt, as illustrations for his History. Amongst these artists was Peter
Tillemans (1684-1734), painter and draughtsman, 'of whom it is said" so highly
esteemed was Tillemans as a topographical draughtsma"n, that his services we're retained
by John Bridges (1666-1724) author of the History of Northamptonshire to make all
the d:awings for that work; these amounted to about five hundred, all executed in
. . , Indian ink, for which Bridges gave him a guinea a day and the run of hi hou e."x
Some such drawings by Tillemans are extant in a volume in the British Museum
wherein there are 12 coloured paintings signed by him of window in Glendon Chapel. 2
The volume also contains some work of Thoma Eayr II in luding a drawing
in ink of the portico of All Saints Church, Northampton; 3 under whi h Eayre has
written in pencil" t haue omitted the -shadows within the columns, Mr. Tilleman
hauing all redy dun them. If Mr. Motte keeps strictly to Mr. Tillemans drawin . in
all other respects he may depend on its being good. Tho: Eayre." Mr. Motte wa an
engraver a!ld there exists an engraving igned 'A. Motte fecit' of one f the
other drawings in the volume (CC The Inward View of the Choir of ' Peterborow
Cathedral ").4
The other drawings by Eayre II which are signed are, ignifi antly, " The Roman
Castrum of Chester," 1723, which is a plan of the Roman remains at Castor near
.peterborough, one of "The North East prospect of Higham Ferrers," a plan of
Peterborough (' T Eayre Delin.'), a plan of Boroughbury and Sexton:s barn &c.,
and finally a s~ctional view of the Cathedral from the south side, which is the only
one which seems to have been engraved. s There is also a drawing of Geddington
Cross on the back of which another hand has written in pencil" by T. Eayre, July 29,
, 1718."6 The rest of the volume contains work by other hands. To judge from the
handwriting Bridges himself wrote the note in Italian under a drawing of a statue of
Andromeda at Burghley. 7
It is very probable that the well known engraved and undated plan of Kettering 8
by Eayre formed one of the series executed for John Bridges; it is very similar to the
manuscript ' plan of Peterborough. The original of the Kettering plan however, as so
often happens, probably disappeared when it was engraved and printed, as has the
original of Eayre's greater arid far more important work, his map of the county. There
is- no. certainty as to when this map was first prepared, for the printed editions expressly
state that it had 1:;>een revised and corrected in 1775 by the Gentlemen of the Grand
Jury for the County at the Summer Assize. The map is deservedly well known for
'it was the ' first map of the county on a large scale. Dr. Harold Whitaker remarks
I

1 _ D.N.B" Vol. XIX, p. 869. 2. British Museum, Additional Manuscript 32467, ff, 109-120. This is a volume .
of 268 drawings now carefully mounted and arranged in alphabetical order of places. Many of them are 'dated
either 17 19 or 1721, the majority being by the s~me artist who may have been Tillemans though ,the signed
drawi~gs referred to above suggest otherWIse ; neIther do th~y seem to ?~ the work of Eayre, whose sIgned ~ork
in this volume is less artistic than accurate and draughtsmanhke. The BntIsh Museum also possesses a grangenzed
copy of Bridges' History (Additional MSS 32118-32122) bequeathed to the Museum by William Dash ofKettering,
In this (32121 no. 93) there is a faded drawing by Eayre of the Tower and West End of Kettering Church.
3. Ibid" f. 180. 4. Ibid. , f. 1~9; a copy of the engraving is boun~ into a copy of Bridges' Northqnts. (V~l. 11,
between pages 546 & 547) whIch was bequeathed to the Record SOCIety by the Rev: H, I. Longden 5. Ibtd., ff.
83, f30, 188, 192 & 193 .• A copy of this en&raving is in the B,ritish Museum (K. 32.13.g). and another in t~e
Society's collection of prints (P. 219). 6. Ibzd., f. 107. 7. Ibzd. , f. 234. 8. Reproduced III F. W. Bull, op. ezt.,
frontispiece. A copy is in the Society's colleetion of maps (Map No. 1161 ).

20

rP1

H

HIE

T

E

T

nd in _

th
wi h

177

n.

p

J.

PR

H. \ nitak r. D nipl;' /; to}" IhcPtitlcd J/aps o}". 'otlhamplolLshirc ( 1 8) pp. x\". 7
i i n in

J

j80 and a hir

in

I

I.

was a

cond

TItOMAS

EAYRE

OF

KETTERING

21

E?-yre 11 was not, however, principally a draughtsman, antiquarian or a mapmaker. He lived by his bell-foundry, his clockmaking and his general work as a smith
and a mechanic. We have already seen tha~ he began bellfounding about 1717, and
in conjunction with John Eayre he cast bells at Cranford St. John and Yielden, Bed. in
17 17 and at Burton Latimer, Mears Ashby and Warkton in 1718. There are al 0
unsigned bells dated 1718, almost ce~tainly from the Kettering foundry at Sutton
Bassett and Cranford St. Andrew.I' Whether there was ;:my special reason for Eayr 's
taking up bellfounding remains a mystery. 2 A marriage licence dated 25 June, 1681
was issued at Peterborough to Thomas \'Yatt of Long Buckby and Sara Eyre of
Ravensthorpe,3 but this conjunction of the surname of two well known bellfoundin
families is probably only a coincidence even though we know that Thoma Eayre II
was a great admirer of Hugh W~tts the famous Leicester bellfounde~ who died in 1643.
When Eayre recast the 6th bell at St. Margaret's Leicester he put these words on it :"Hugh Watts of Leicester the fbremost in his art ast the 6 largest bells 1633. T.
Eayre Kett :. 'recast this 1739. Morte beata nihil beatius." 4 Eayre often inscribed
his bells with Watts' favourite inscriptions such a :- IHS Nazarenus Rex Judeorum
Fili Dei Miserere Mei, Omnia fiant ad Gloriam Dei or Coelorum Chri te platiat
Tibi Rex sonus iste,s and it seems set himself to copy Watt' bells. In th course of a
correspondence which Mr. John Ludlam had with Mr. Holmes of London, lockmaker,
on the subject of the clock for Green"Yich Hospital, Ludlam ay :" I saw a great deal
of bellfounding in the time of the late Mr. Thomas Eayre, ofKettering, a man who had
a true taste for it, and spared no expense to make improveme~ts; much of the -tone
depends upon minute circumstances in the shape; and Mr. Eayre had crooks or forms
cut on thin boards, carefully taken from the inside and outside of all the good bell
. he could find. This county (Leicester) and Northampton abound with the best. bell
I ever heard, cast by Hugh Watts, of Leicester, between 1630 and 1640 ... " Eayre's
, bells, sad to say, have not lived up to Ludlam's expectations and many have had to be
recast. 6
Bells cast by Thomas Eayre 11 or his son at Kettering are to be found in
Northamptonshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Warwickshire, Rutland, Hunts, and
Beds. and perhaps in other counties, full particulars of them being given in the various
books on county bells. 7 · Some bells with marks or inscriptions peculiar to the Eayres are
neither dated nor signed and others are known only from entries in churchwardens'
account books. Others too will ha:ve disappeared or been recast without their previous
inscriptions having been recorded. Nevertheless, over 200 bells from the Kettering
foundry are known, by far the greatest number being in Nor,t hamptonshire (75) and
Leicestershire (77). There the old Leicester foundry had collapsed shortly after the
1. T. North; op. cit., passim.
2. Mr. P. Amos tells me that Thomas Eayre was formerly at Leicester as a clockmaker. - There was a bellfounder there named Thomas Clay from 1711 to 1715 who cast the 3rd bell for Great
Harrowden in 1715. 'Can Eayre have been in his foundry? 3. N.R.O., Longden, Eyre pedigrees. 4. T. North,
Church Bells of Leicestershire, p. 201. 5. As an example, Burton Latimer possesses three bells with the "IHS "
inscription, two dated 1619 & 1620 by Watts and one of 1749 by Eayre ; also two bells with the "Coeloru~"
inscription one of 1619 by Watts and the other of 1718 by Eayre. (T. North, Church Bells of Northamptonshtre,
p. 213).
The Revd. J. J. Raven, The Church Bells of Cambridgeshire, pp. 100-102, q~oting from ~ardn~r's
Cyclopaedia article "Bell." North (Northants, p. 48) also quotes Ludlam from Brewster s Encyclopaedza, artlcle
Horology.' 7. Apart from the books quoted elsewhere see T. North. Church Bells of Bedfordshire, 1884, and the same
author's Church Bells of Rutland, 1880. The figures for Lincs. are 29, Warws. 9, Rutland and Hunts. 8 each, and
Beds. 4.
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carried on by Edward Arnold, variously described as cousin or nephew. Jo eph Eayre
became a prominent citizen of St. Neots having moved there not long before his marriage
and is frequently mentioned in St. Neots parish books from 1737 till his death. His
foun~ry built 'in the form of a bell wa,s a well k,nown local sight and bells from it are
found all over ,the midlands, being particul,arly numerous in Hunts. and Cambs., there
being 19 in Northamptonshire.
After Joseph's death Edward Arnold carried on until he moved to Leicester,
leaving the St: Neots foundry to Robert Taylor, whose son John started the famous
foundry at Loughborough in 1840. Thus there is a direct busines connection through.
the St. Neots foundry between Messrs. John Taylor and Company's hug. modern
works at Loughboro~gh and the' Founding House' in Wadcroft Lane, Kettering. A
bellfounders the Eayres are well known. I it tQO much to claim that Thoma Eayre
might have been equally well known as a topographical artist, map maker and antiquary
had he not been deprived of the acquaintanceship and support of John Bridge ?
When Bridg~s died in 1724 leaving his great History to lie unfini hed, and in the main
unpublished, for 60 years or more, Eayre was still a young unmarried, man. What
scanty indications there are suggest that ' most of his surviving maps and drawing
were already ' finished or at least begun and that afterwards, though retaining hi
antiquarian and other interests, he' gave his main attention to the bu iness of bellfounding and clockmaking. At least it may be said that Eayre must have been a man
worth knowing and we may take leave of him with the words inscribed on a bell at
Marston St. Lawrence :- " Pro Thome laude resonabo modo sine fraude."

' TO MAKE 'H UGENOTS SACE [SAUCE].

Take gravy of motton and skin the fatt well from it. Sett it on the fier and ~hin it
boyls breake in your eggs and stur them till they are like bottered eggs. Season it
according to your palett with salt and if you plese a litell nutmeg. 6 or 7 sponfulls is
enough for 2 eggs, it is very nouriching.
THE CaRTESIAN WATER.

*

Take or orange Flower water, water of violetts, water of Muske geranium, and of
muske r'ose water, of Red and Damaske Roses each a pinte, powder of excellent sweet
orris two ounces, powder of storax, calamite [for calamint ?], Benisine [for benzoin ?]
and Indian w~od of Roses, of each halfe an ounce. Givett a dram & halfe, lignum aloe
' and cloves, each three drams, ambregrice and muske, each too [sic] onlye graines.
Mingle them well together and lett them stand in Balneo altogether three days close
stopt, and when this is throughly cold, filtre it and keep for use in a glasse well stopt.
This would suffer noe stink or smell to bee discerned. (Kirby Hall receipts).
* From cortex, bark (Peruvian bark). Storax is (( a fragrant gum-resin"; calamite is a fossil plant, and is
here used for calamint (calaminthe officinalis), formerly in repute for its medicinal virtues; benizine(?) for benzoin or benjamin (gum benzoin is derived from Styrax beJ?-zoin, a tree natiye to Borneo,
Sumatra, etc.); civet is a substance with a strong musky smell used III perfumery.. denved from the
glands of the African civet cat.
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STAY-AT-HOMES.

There have always been stay-at-homes as well as those infected with the wander, lust, and, it was no unusual thing in the old days for people to spend the whole of their
lives in one vi~lage, seldonl or never staying more than a few hours away from it.
Such a one was Mr. Dawson, the Cos grove miller, who lived in the last of the coaching
days. A friend of his persuaded him one day to go with him to London for a holiday.
They climbed on to the top Qf the coach on the Watling Street, and as they got near
to London it began to rain. " Have you got your umbrella? " said his friend. " No,"
replied Mr. Daw'son, "but I ,can borrow one in London."" You can't borrow an
umbrella in London," was the somewhat scornful reply. " Damn-damn-double-damn !"
cried the miller," why, anyone in Stony Stratford'd lend me an umbrella! " - and
back he went to Cosgrove by the next co~ch, and that was the only night he spent
away from his native place in all his life. This story was told me by a Northampton
friend who spent his boyhood at Cosgrove. I found Dawson's name on a Co grove
charity deed a year or two ago, and Mr. Jack Brown told me he had heard speak of
him as " Dammy Dawson." According to Mrs. Friday there was another such stay-athome at Sisam, as Syresham used to be called.
In a house bearing the date 1530 lived a gentleman of the name of Linnel. He was
born, lived and .died at the age of 97 in the same house. He had never left his home but
for one night the whole of his life. The orchard had been planted three times during his
lifetime.
It was a Jacobean house with beamed ceiling and panelled walls and doors, tapestry
walls in the front bedrooms done by his ancestors. The old oak parlour was set out like a
museum with old silver, china, pictures, some bought at Stowe I when the catalogues
were £5 each and heirlooms for centuries from the family.
Oh the one day and night he was absent from home there 'was an up-to-date niece
of his staying on a visit with the family. On his return imagine his horror when they told
him the niece had papered the best bedroom . .
, The old gentleman's mother used to ride behind her husband on a pillion to the
markets. She was a very cute business woman. They kept a brewery and malthouse and
she used to go and buy barley for malt from anyone who had any to sell that was good
enough to satisfy her.
ELECTION

DAYS.

The old Polling days are very often spoken of. There was an old' gentleman lived
in Quality Corner who always had a platform erected opposite his house and the Tories
used to make speeches and spend the day on this blue decorated stage. Woe betide
anyone wearing red colours ~ho went anywhere near. Voting took place in the school:
great excitement was the order of the day. Children sang" Our Tory is a gentleman
The Liberal is a fool
Before he goes to Parliament
He ought to go to School."
The others sang it just the reverse.
'
Women ran about with their hair down their backs, and wide sashes of red or blue
round their waists, and a man with tall box hat used to tie yards of red twill round his
hat and hang down behind him. Posters were torn down and replaced dozens of times,
and addled eggs and rotten .cabbage were thrown about.
Young people would walk to Towcester to hear the Poll declared.
I.

The Duke of Buckingham's place, now a public school. This sale was in 1848.
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It was supposed to have been brought into the village from Brackley Fair. A man
purchased a second-hand sleeve waistcoat and he was the first to fall of the plague.
Altogether there were thirty-five deaths from it. Some of the old people say/' .Ah, my
gel, it was cholera they had." Since then about 50 years ago, diphtheria was very bad
in the village. A large family of children were wiped out; while they were burying
one another one died, two lay dead in the house together.
.

That terrible outbreak of cholera in 1830 led to the formation of sanitary districts
and eventually to the setting up of Rural District Councils all over the country to
attend to such matters as drainage, over ' rowding, and water-supplies- the beginning
of the Public Health service in fact. But progres was slow, and in the summer of
1854 there was another serious outbreak of cholera in outh Northamptonshire, which
is thus described by the late Mr. J. M. K .. Elliott, a prominent farmer, who lived at
Lillingstone Darell on the border of Bucks. (See F~fry Years Foxhunting, pp. 47, 48) :One Tuesday I met Lord Southampton in T wce ter. [Lord outhampton lived
three miles away at Whittlebury, the next village to ilverstone]. He said" I have just
left Silverstone, the people are dying very fast, th doctor will be dead before night,"and it was so. On t~e Thursday following his lordship came down to Towcest r and went
into the very worst part of the town, where gipsies, tramps and the very poorest lived.
He went into their filthy dwellings, and carried their straw beds, chairs and tabl s out ide,
placing them in a great heap, and set fire to them! There was the greatest excitement in
the place, and it was feared the town would be burned d wn. The article destroyed were
replaced by his Lordship, all necessaries were provided, and happily the plagu was
stayed. A more noble-hearted thing a man could not have done. Seventy-two people
died in Towcester and sixty in Silverstone."

TWO KINDLY DUKES.

Mr. B. J. Tomlin of Paulerspury, (see number I of this series) has recorded kindly
memories of another great man of the district, William Henry 6th Dl:\ke of Grafton,
(1819- 1882) and has also a good word to 'say of his brother the 7th Duke, who was
wounded in the Crimea and died in 1918 at the great age of ninety-seven. I am not
su,re, however, that his statement as to t1).e cause of the 6th Duke's death is accurate.
The Dukes of Grafton were honourable all round as Nobel Gentlemen for there
acts of kindness and help to all in need ; for generations they given help to the Tennant
Farmers in need of Help and to the working men and there wives & family. When William
Henry Fitzroy Duke of Grafton, K.G., who was chairman at the Towcester Sessions,
was driveing along the Watling Street to Towcester Police Station, weman in destr~ss
from Paulerspury would meet his grace between Plum Park & the Gullet Lodge &
tell all there Distress & family troubles & his grac-e nobley helped them.
In the time that William Henry Fitzroy Duke of Grafton lived at Wakefield Lodge
a serious Fever broken out at PottersPury. He visited the Houses were people were ill,
to give them help and cought the desease and diead, to the greaf of all Villages roundthe loss as never been regained. Mter his death, then Lord Charles Fitzroy of Whittle bury
(brother)- to the Duke, became Duke of Grafton, K.G. ; and done a great deal of good
amongst the people for many years. He had a good judgement in County & Parish
Business. [He it was who gave Mr. Jacl~ Brown the license of the Black Horse Inn as
related above].
.
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A RUGBY

HEADMASTER~S LETTERS TO A PARENT

IN THE EARLY

18TH

CENTURY.

OF the Headmaster of Rugby School in the first two centurie of its exi t n e, nly
one has any claim to eminence, and only one has found his way into the Di tionaryof
National Biography, the Reverend Henry Holyoake (1657-1731).
Holyoake was a Warwickshire man. His father, Thomas Holyoake (1 616?-I675)
had a varied career. He was educated at the Queen's College, Oxford, and took hi
master's degr~e in 1639, becoming thereafter, Chaplain of hi College. But, th Civil
War breaking out soon after, he became Captain of a foot company of undergraduates
on the King's side. His services as a soldier were, trangely enough, rewarded by the
degree of Doctor of Divinity at Charles Ps expre s desire. The collapse of ~he Royal
cause led Holyoake to adopt medicine as a career, and in 1647, since Anglican divinity
and Royalist soldiering were no longer possible, he received a license from the University
to practise his 1;lew profession. But, at the Restoration, he petitioned to be re tored to
his position as a clergyman, stating that his father Francis Holyoake had been
sequestered from his living of South am, which he pad held since 1605, his mother beaten,
which hastened her death, and his family estates plundered. He was rewarded by the
preferment of the living ofWhjtnash, Warwickshire, on the presentation of the Royalist,
Thomas 1st Lord Leigh of Stoneleigh Abbey.
This particular presentation has an ~mportant bearing on the present story, for
not only was Lord Leigh the mate~nal grandfather of the Sir Justinian Isham of
Lamport, whose decision to e,ntrust hIs sons' education to Henry Holyoake was the
occasion of the letters here under review, but he was the father of the 2nd Lord Leigh,
who was one of the Trustees of Rugby School when Henry Holyoake was appointed
Headmaster in 1687. Thomas Holyoake's career as a churchman was further advanced
by his becoming Canon of Wolverhampton, and serving the donative of Breamore,
before his death in 1675. It is not, therefore, surpr.ising that his son Henry should have
become a High Anglican Tory:
Henry Holyoake, at the age of seventeen, matriculated in 1675 from Magdalen
Hall, Oxford, having already been a chorister of Magdalen College from 1672. He
took his M.A. in 1681, and then became Chaplain of the College. When King J ames 11
tried to force Farmer, a Catholic, on to the College as President, it may be surmised
that Holyoake supported the Fellows in their resistance, but on 25th October, 1687,
he joined with the majority of the Fellows in giving a qualified submission to Samuel
Parker, Bishop of Oxford, whom the King substituted for the disreputable Farmer.
Holyoake did so, " so far as is lawful and agreeable to the Statutes of the College."
But Dr. Hedges, who took some notes during the proceedings of the Commissioners
appointed by the King, set down: '.' Henry Holyoake, sworn ; he cannot depose there
I

I.

A <!.onative is a form of advowson where the patron can present without reference to the Bishop.
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Sir Justinian himself had been a Christ Church man under Dr. John Fell, and he
contributed to the building of Tom Tower, where his coat of arms may still be seen.
His second son John, whom his father intended for the Church and Lamport Rectory, .
and his fourth son Edmund, destined to succeed to the Baronetcy and to his father's
eat in Parliament, were both sent to Rugby in 1699.
I

In view of the letters about these two boys it may not be inappropriate to sketch
their subsequent careers. John was born on September 13th, 1688. On leaving Rugby,
he went, like his father, to Christ Church, from which he matriculated on July 7th,
17 0 5. He took his M.A. in 1713, having been B.A. 1709, in which year he was elected a
Fellow of All Souls. Although he studied law at the Inner Temple, he took orders and
became Rector of Lamport in 1714. Hi father proudly recorded in his account book
tnat his son's first sermon was an excellent one, but John does not seem to have cared for
the life of a country parson, and, unknown to hi father, he resigned the living in 17 I 5,
and returned to his Fellowship at All Souls. Thi action di pleasep his father, but he
was much distressed at his son's death on November 17th, 1716, of a " fever on the
spirits" and set up a fine monument to him in the ante-chapel of All Soul, where it
remaIns.
'Edmund's career was more distinguished~ He wa born on December 18th, 1690,
and, after leaving Rugby, matriculated from Wadham College on October loth, 1707.
He was ~ demy of Magdalen 1719-1720, M.A. 1714, and Fellow of the College 17201736, and for a time Vice-President. He was created D.C.L. in 1723, and was advocate
of Doctors' Commons in 1724, and was judge advocate of the Court of Admiralty
from 1731 to 1741. His legal career was interrupted in 1'737, when his elder brother died
without issue, and he became 6th Baronet, and, like his father, grandfather, and
brother, M.P. for the County of Northampton, which he represented in six Parliaments
till his death in 1772. Though twice married, he had no children, and the estate and
baronetcy passed to his nephew.
He was a munificent patron of learning. He left his portrait and £1,000 to his old
College at Oxford, Magdalen, for the building of their new library. He also, by his will,
founded the village school for Lamport and Hanging Houghton, which from 1780
till the present day has given these villages their primary education~ and which still
exists by virtue of his bequest. .
.In his will, he laid down precise instructions regarding the school, regulating
the pay of the teachers (£18 per annum for the Master, and £12 for the Mistress)
and directing them" diligently to attend to the morals of the children, and more fully
instruct them in the Catechism of the Church of England, and other principles of
the Christian religion"; this last provision, perhaps, being an echo of his youthful
training at Rugby under Mr. Holyoake.
He was also a benefactor of four London Hospitals, of ~hich he was a governorChrist's, St. Bartholomew's, Bridewell and Bethlehem; he founded a chaplaincy at
the Northampton General Hospital and left £500 to the Foundling Hospital.
GYLES ISHAM.
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next Post to send word of the good effects-of 'em. We'll take all imaginable care of him,
and shall make it our business to provide all things that can any ways tend to his recovery.
I am, Honord Sir, your most obedi~nt humble servant,
Apr. : 16th,

1701.

HENRY HOLYOAKE.

Letter 4 (1. C. 4079).
These to the Hono,u rable Sir Justinian Isham, Bart., humbly present.
Hon'd Sir,
This waits upon you with .the tender of my humble thanks for all your favours;
& at the same time to make some slender apology for my ill manners in not paying my:
Duty by letter so long together, for indeed I thought the young gentlemen k pt a constant
correspondence with their sister in French, from whom I hop'd you'd be informed of
their welfare: Ior if otherwise that you'd please to conclude they were in health, & did
well because you heard nothing to the contrary. If this will atone for my pa t neglect, I
'
, promise Sir to mend the fault for the futur .
The French Man, 2 Sir, is leaving us, and going to Ireland; I intend to seek for
another, & in the mean time, that the Young Gentlemen may not be worsted in the
. Language, I will take particular care that Mr. Morris' three SOns,3 who are considerable
Proficients in ,it, shall constantly converse with 'em in Fr nch, & speak nothing else.
I am apt to flatter my self that I need not give you an Acct., Sir, of their Progresse in their
Book; for if you have giv'n your self the trouble of examining into there Abilitys, I
hope they have done it for me ; neither need I tell you that they'll prove extraordinary
scholars.
If the Writing Master seems something slow, & the Dancing Master not tp have
perform'd his part well, I'll do what I can, Sir, to quicken 'em both, and am with all
Duty & service to your Lady, Honor'd Sir, your most obedient humble servant,
Rugby, June

22, 1702.

HENRY HOLYOAKE.

Letter 5 (1. C. 2725). (This letter was reproduced in his book on Rugby by Mr.
H. C. Bradby).
These, to ,Sir Justinian Isham, Bart., a member of Parliament for Northamptonshire
present.
.
Honor'd Sir,
Your two young gentlemen went for Lamport on Friday last healthfull & well. I am
happy that I can say they both continue very hopefull, & are like to prove extraordinary
scholars. Mr. John (besides his judgement in Greek & Latin Authors) shows great parts,
and ingenuity in His Compositions both in Prose and Verse with solid sense and substantial
Latin; & I beleeve will have a peculiar genius to Horace's measures, whom he has
sometimes happily imitated in Odes on occas_ional subjects . .Mr. Edmund has also
made very great improvements; He renders his Author naturally & with good command;
writes judicious latin; composes a short Epigram not without its acumen in the close,
and has a very good foundation in Gr.eek, of which he gives no mean account. Their
I. Probably, Miss Vere Isham (1686- 1760) many of whose letters in French to her eldest brother Justinian have
been preserved. 2. It is interesting to hear of a resident Frenchman as master at this date, when modern
. languages were an unusual part of the curriculum. From the mention of a "writing master" and "dancing
master" some idea of Holyoake's staff can be formed. 3. Charles Morris, Esq., of Loddington, Leicestershire
(died 17IO) had three sons at Rugby: Edmund and Charles (1696) ; Bacon (1697). Edmund, the eldest, became
M.P. for Leicestershire in 1722 and served as High Sheriff in 1746. Charles became a clergyman. The boy's mother
was Susannah, daughter of Sir Edmund Bacon, Bart., of Red grave, Suffolk.
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you and 1-Ir. Cartwrighpa and I believe I can influence one Rogers,Ib a pretty considerable
man there. Tho' this is not worth your notice; yet I am very ambitious to discover my
hearty inclination to your service- I thank you for your bounty to our Church; which
has not made me, but confirm'd me, Sir, your most obedient and most obliged humble
servant.
HEN. MERITON.
June 5, 17°4.
Letter 8 (LC. 4023).
These to Sir. Justinian Isham, Bart., humbly present.
Honr'd Sir,
I return you Mr. John Isham together with my humble thanks for th favour of hi
education. He's a very good scholar, and ha read m re than i usually r ad in chole.
He has great judgement in his Author, and no 1 . in his ompostions. I know he'll gain
both himself & 'me no mean credit, and, am confident will shine with a particular figure
in the University. .
.
Mr. Edmund is not in th lea t inferi ur t6 him in Parts; but, I think rather exceed
him.
We all here congratulate YOUT El ction. 2 ir, w did our best to send in ur straggling
Warwickshire votes, and had besides five up n the road on aturday mornin g, fI arin . the
increase of the enemy; being sufficiently sen ibl that in erving Sir Justinian Isham we
served our selves most.
My brother .Blake desires to join with me in hi Duty to your self and Lady, with
humble thanks for all your favours, Sir, which acknowl dgemen t is more parti ularly
incumbent upon, Honr'd Sir, your mo t obedient humble ervant.
Rugby,
HENRY HOLYOAKE.
May 21, 1705.
Letter "g (I.C. 2758) .
These to the Honour'd Sir Justinian Isham, Bart:, humbly present.
Rugby, May 21,1707.
Hon'd Sir,
I'm much concern'd to find you have not receiv'd my Letter which I wrote by the
Post: I suppose the miscarriage happen'd upon my not wrjting " By the North'ton
Bag" upon the superscription. In that letter Sir, I approv'd of your design to send Mr.
Edmund Isham to the University, as being qualified both as to Age & Learning; that
he has made himself a good substantial Scholar; and that 1 cannot but promise myself
credit from his performances there. I also recommended Baliol College to you Sir, if
you enter him Commoner; but if Gentleman-Commoner, to Mr. Sacheverell ofMagdalen
College: unless you design, Sir, for a Cannon's Nomination of a Student in Christ Church.3
la. Thomas Cartwright of Aynhoe (1671-1748) was the other M.P. for Northamptonshire. He and Sir Justinian
succeeded in holding their seats as Tories, even in the Whig landslide after Queen Anne's death. lb. Mose
Rogers, yeoman and his son, a" baker, are mentioned at Daventry c.1700 (Register of Freeman and Apprentices
of Daventry Borough: Transcripts by the R evd. H. 1. Longden in possession of Northants. Record Society) .
2. The 1705 Election was mainly concerned with the proposal to "tack" the Bill to prevent or.casional conformity
on to the Land Tax Bill in order to secure its passage through the House of Lords. Isham and Cartwright
stood as " tackers" against the Whigs Lord Mordaunt and Sir St. Andrew St. John. Sir Justinian topped the
poll with 2,483 votes against Lord Mordaunt's 2,303. It will be seen how much he needed every vote his
clerical supporters could muster (E. G. Forrester County Elections and Electioneering, 1941 , PP.28-32 ). 3. Holyoake,
quite after the manner of a modern head-master, evidently considered which College would bring out the best
qualities in particular pupils. 'Mr. Sacheverell' is Henry Sacheverell ( 1672-1724), Fellow of Magdalen, whose high
Tory sermons in 1709, led to his impeachment before the House of Lords in 1710. The Tories in 17 J 3, on their return
to power selected him to preach before the House of Commons and he was given the living of St. Andrew's,
Holborn. He did not take his doctorate of divinity till 1708, hence Holyoake's allusion to him as "Mr."
SachevereU.
.
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ELIZABETHAN AND JACOBEAN ANIMALS
A NOTE ON SOME ' DOMESTIC ANIMALS K EPT BY NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
FAMILIES IN THE ELIZABETHAN AND EARLY ,STUART PERIOD.

THE ordinary domestic pet of the sixteenth and eventeenth centuries, the lap dog
or pet bird, normally passed away unrecorded. Only occasionally its portrait survived
with that of its mistress, or its.likeness was perpetuated in stone as footrest to its owner's
monumental effigy. An exception is the parrot kept at Dogsthorpe, near Peterborough,
the home of William Fitzwilliam the younger. In 1596 6d. was spent on almonds for
this bird. I This parrot may have been the very bird whi h was in Ireland with
Fitzwilliam's father, Sir William,Fitzwilliam, Lord D ep~ty of Ireland, in 1590, when 18d.
was expended on a perch for it.2
However, the domestic animal~ most prized were e teemed for their use, either in
the economy of the household or estate, or in sport. Indeed a gentleman ould scarcely
maintain himself in honourable port without ~ animal for the chase. Advocating a
scheme to restore the decayeq fortunes of that forlorn and penniless peer, William,
third Lord Vaux of Harrowden, Sir John Roper promised that if his plan for twentyone year leases were adopted, Lord Vaux "should have his musitions, his hounds and
. hawkes for the' fielde and ryver." 3 The resident staff of Robert Lord Spencer's household at Althorp included not only a huntsman, but al 0 a falconer. 4 Falcons were costly
birqs and the accounts of Sir William Fitzwilliam" household at Milton show
that £5 10S. was paid for 'a soare fawkon" in the year 1606-7. 5 Disbursements
were also made for hawks' hoods and bells. 6 In 1608-9 Laurence Woodcock, the falconer
at Milton, 'received 5S. 4d. for his charges ~ ' in seekinge the hawke that was loste."7
The diet of these birds of prey seems to have consisted largely of pigeons, bought for
the Milton hawks at lod. the dozen in 1606-7. 8 Earlier, falconry was a favourite sport
of Sir William Fitzwilliam, the Lord Deputy, when in Ireland, and his wife had her
own tercel here. In 1590-1 his sick hawks were being fed on sugar-candy and honey,
while chickens, mutton and geese were included in the diet of healthy. birds.9 At
Milton elaborate 'mews were constructed for the fal~ons in the early seventeenth
century; nevertheless in 1622 the falconer had a hawk's perch in his chamber, though
whether he normally shared the room with .a bird, is not revealed. lo
King James I's fondness for equestrian sport encouraged many gentlemen in these .
pursuits. The king, fi'n ding that the red deer in Apethorpe Park were kept principally
for his pleasure but that the park was not sufficiently stored with covert, nor large
enough, 'directed Francis Earl of Westmorland to take in and impale 314 acres more. I I
At Altl}.orp and :Qeene the late sixteenth and early seventeenth century witnessed
the Spencers and Brudenells constantly adding to their deer parks by careful purchases
and exchange of land. The delicately portrayed deer appear on Ralph Treswell's
map of 1.587 of Holdenby, Sir Christopher Hattori's princely residence. I2
I. Fitzwilliam (Milton), Mise. Vol. 225, fol. 139.
2. Analecta Hibernica, including the reports of the I rish MSS. Commission (1932), Fitzwilliam MSS at Milton, 307. 3. B.M. Add MSS . 39828, fol. 170, 4. Spencer MSS at Althorp,
Inven{ory of Robert Lord Spencer, 1628. 5. Fitzwilliam (Milton ), Mise. Vol. 226, fol. 52b. 6. Ibid. fol. 53.
7. Ibid. fol. l12b. 8. lbid ..fol. 66. 9. Analeeta Hibernica, including the' reports of the Irish MSS. Commission, ( 1932),
30 9- 10 . 10. Fitzwilliam (Milton), Box 205, Inventory of goods at Mil ton 1622. I I. Cal. S.P. Dam. 1634-35, 421.
12. N.R.O ., Finch-Hatton MS. 272, f.62.
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THE EARLY DAYS OF THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NATURAL
HISTORY SOCIETY I

, , 1 N l 8 7 6 ·, ' , wrote the late Mr. George Claridge Druce, in the Introdu tiOll to hi
Flora of Northamptonshire, " we founded the Northamptonshire Natural History S iety."
The banding of people together into lub and so ieties in the pur uit of parti ular
objects, be they of a practical, sporting, religiou .or a ademic nature, i
rtainly a
on the
wide-spread and deeply rooted habit in this ountry; whether it be equally
continent I do not know. In the middl€ ages we in . England had our rcligi u and
craft guilds, our city companies. In the reign of Charle 11, with the dawn of ientifi
studies came the birth of the Royal Society. The Society of Antiquarie' was founded in
1717, the Linnaean Society in 1788, the Geological So iety in 1807, the Z logi al
Society in 1826, and the Royal Geographical Society in 1830, but it wa not until the
19th century that the widespread interest in science and the advancement of 1 arning
generally led to a great flowering oflocal Societies of all kinds. These, though ometime
regional, developed most naturally and most successfully on a county ba.' i .
Before the 19th century the provincial amateur of science or history worked in
complete or comparative isolation. He may have had friends, foHower , and help r ,
as had the first Lord Hatton of Kirby Hall in the 17th century, 2 the Rev. John MOl'ton
and John Bridges, the 18th century historians of Northamptonshire, but there wa then
no organised team-work, there were no periodical meetings for discussion, no journals
of proceedings, as there were to be in later days . The first county scientific society seem
to have been the Royal Geological Society of Cornwall, founded in 18 I 4. The Yorkshire
Philosophical Society was founded in 1822, and Worcestershire followed with a
Natural History Society in 1833. In addition to these, twenty-three local ocieties
were founded in the first half o( the 19th century. Of the total number, nineteen were
based on towns, one was regional and only six were on a county basis. In the second
half of the century, there was a great increase in the number of county societies,
owing· largely to the real enthusiasm for knowledge which was such a prominent
feature of the period. Other factors no doubt, were the abundance of books and the
cheapness of printing, the invention of photography and the coming of the railway,
which last development favoured the enlargement of the activities oflocal organisations
to the area of the county.
.
But the fundamental cause of all this ferment of activity was the rapid advance of
science, and, above all, perhaps, the work of Charles Darwin, his discoveries and his
theories which caused a revolution in the attitude of man to nature. The atmosphere
of enthusiasm and even excitement in the early days of the Northamptonshire Society
is still reflected in the pages ,of its Journal. Science was not then so highly specialised
or so abstruse as it is ~oday, and everyone was encouraged to lend a hand.
1.

This article is -the substance of a paper read on April 1 st, 1952 to the Northamptonshire
Society, by whose permission it is here printed. 2. See N.R.S. XV. Introduction.
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these agreed to become honorary members, so that when the first roll of membership was
published, among the names were those of Sir Joseph Hooker and the Rev., Miles
Berkeley, the eminent botanists (Mr. Berkeley was at that time Vicar of Sibbertoft
in the County), Sir John Lubbock, Professors Owen and Huxley, and even that of the
great Charles Darwin himself.
The opeJ:?ing meeting was held in the Council' Chamber of. the re ently built
Town Hall at Northampton; I Lord Lilford presided and remarked in his peech that
he was glad to see the special rule encouraging working men to join. he Society in
fact was an experiment in organised good· fellow hip in pursuit of a common cau e.
For the fir~t year or two the Society depended on the local press for report of it
proceedings, and well did it respond. In 1877 Mr. Druce' first paper on the Flora of
Northamptonshire was -printed in extenso in the Northampton Mercury. The Journal of
the Midland Union of Natural History Societies also cir ulated among the member. To
this Union in 1880 there belonged twenty-four societies, some aIling them, elves
philosophical, others literary and scientific, two brought "Archaeologi al" int
their titles and one" Antiquarian," but the word "Natural History" came into
most' of them. The counties ~epresented were Bedfordshire, Warwick hire, Staffordshire, Gloucestershire, Worcestershire Derbyshire, Shrop hire, Leicester hir ,
Nottinghamshire and Northamptonshire, the last being represented also by the
Peterborough Natural History and 'Scientific Society as well as by the Northant
Natural History Society.
The first outstanding event in the History of the Society was ,t he Annual Meeting
of this Midland Union at Northampton in 1880. The thing was done in tyle; it wa
a two days event and must have created a considerable stir in the town. Twentyfour -visiting Societies were represented. There was an official reception followed by a
,Great Meeting at the Town Hall and a Meat Tea at the Plough Hotel. A telegram ,
instigated, one suspects, by the resourceful Mr. Druce, was received from the Meteorological Office, forecasting" easterly breezes, fine and warmer." There were exhibitions
of scientific objects including a phonograph (the precursor of the gramophone); and
,there were excursions for the geologists, the bot~nists, and the antiquaries, for, in spite
of resolutions to the contrary, the Society could not restrain its intere~t in archaeological
._
matters.
,
The proceedings, marked throughout by great zest and eI?-thusiasm, ended with
what some called a Soiree and others a Conversazione, again at the Town Hall, at which
the sub-c0!llmittee 'arranged for "Refreshments under the Organ." ,This great reunion-was enthusiastically reported by the Northampton press. The chairman at the
united meeting of all the Societies which was the ce';lltral event of the occasion, was, Sir
Herewald Wake of Courteenhali, then cl young man of twenty-seven and a keen
naturalist. Lord Lilford, some twenty years his senior, was also present. A romantically
minded jounalist, well versed no doubt, in his Charles Kingsley, observing them as they
sat side by side, described Sir Herewald as " a young stalwart man, with the square
face, rounded head, Cilnd cool resolute expression of an old Saxon warrior," and Lord
Lilford as " with the longer features, quick nervous temperament, and genial countenance of the modern English nobleman."
I.
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SIR HEREWALD WAKE

articles on the Springs arid Rivers of Northamptonshire are full of folk-lore and local
history, and as interesting to the general reader as anything could be. When the plans
were laid for the Victoria History of the County, Mr. Beeby Thompson was entrusted
with the geological section, while Mr. Druce and Mr. Dixon took charge of the botany.
This volume appeared just half a century ago.
Excellent friends as the members of the Society were with one another, controversy
arose at times. Mr. Dixon had read a paper in defence of the dowser; Mr. Beeby
Thompson made a very polite but devastating reply. The folly of the expert who
attempts to dogmatise in fields other than his own, was well illustrated by this amusing
~ little passage of arms.
.
Though the early vigour and sustained quality of the Society'S work undoubtedly
depended chiefly on these four men, Lord Lilford, G. C. Druce, Beeby Thompson,
and H. N. Dixon, there were others in the inner circle who gave notable help in laying
its foundations. Mr. W. D. Crick, for example, a Fellow of the Geological Society,
who corresponded with Darwin, contributed papers on our molluscs. From 1884,
Major C. A. Markham was in charge of the meteorological ' section; Mr. R. G.
Scriven of Castle Ashby .and Mr. Harry Manfield, son of Sir Philip Manfield, founder
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to a great extent uQ~poiled by man. These birds of mine were very tame and perfectly
harmless, indeed, with the exception of ,a few playful attacks on trousers, gaiters,
petticoats and boots, I have never heard of any malice on their part towards any
living creature."
f.ord Lilford was born in 1833, and educated at Harrow and Oxford, at both of
which places he kept a private menagerie. His devotion to ornithology lasted 'for the
rest of his life, and he paid many visits to Spain and the Mediterranean in pur uit of
his favourite study. His aviaries at Lilford were far-famed, both in his own life-time
and in that of his son. In addition to many papers ' in the scientific journal and his
two volume book on Northamptonshire birds he was the author of a work on Bird
of the British Islands, which was published after his death in 7 volumes.
Lord Lilford wrote as a sportsman as well as a naturalist and his lei urely discursive
accounts of our commonest birds are full of interest and incidentally throw light on the
social habits and conditions of the time. In his first article for the Society he deprecated
" the mania for the indiscriminate slaughter of every so-called rare bird," and welcomed
the new taste for ornithological observation, but had many sad murders to record
in the following sixteen years. He had correspondents who sent him the results of their
observations from all over the County. In Volume VIII of the Journal (p. 89) he wrote
of the Little Owl, now common to many counties, which h~ introduced into this
country:
.
" Whilst on the subject of owls, I may add that for several years past I have annually
set at liberty a considerable number of the Little Owl, properly so called, Athene noctua,
from Holland, and that sev.eral pairs of these most amusing birds have nested and reared
broods in the neighbourhood of Lilford
I trust that I have now fully
succeeded in establishing it as a Northamptonshire bird, and earnestly entreat all present
who may have an excellent opportunity, to protect and encourage these birds; they are
excellent mouse-catchers, and very bad neighbours to young sparrows in their nests,
therefore valuable friends to farmers and gardeners . . . . Besides their taste for mice,
they are very efficient in the destruction of cockroaches and other beetles."

The owls, as he says in the same paper, were his favourite . birds. Whether the
Little Owl has been a good friend to the nightingale is a controversial matter which
it would be innappropriate to pursue here.
Lord Lilford on several occasions entertained the members of the Natural History
Society at Lilford. On his death (17th June, 1896) he was described in the obituary
notice of him in the Journal as " its best friend" (IX, 53).
MR. BEEBY THOMPSON.

Beeby Thompson, who was described after his death (on Dec. 12th, 1931) as
" Northamptonshire's ,most distinguished scientist and the oldest and most assiduous
member of the Natural' History Society," was never accorded the honour real1 y 'due
to him in his own county. He was, in truth, a great scientist, and it is perhaps not too
late t6 hope that ' his collected papers and unprinted material on the geology of
Northamptonshire will be published in volume form.
Thompson was born in 1849. His patents apprenticed him to a music' store;
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years the naming of new varieties collected by botanical expeditions was entrusted to
him. He was a cultivated man of charming character and was always ready to make his
knowledge accessible in the friendliest way to all who came to consult him. He died
at Northampton on May 9th, 1944, and his collection of mosses. is now at the Natural
History Museum in London.
SIR HEREWALD WAKE.

My father was born at Southampton in 1852. He wa an ardent naturalist fr.om
boyhood. His schooldays were before the cult of organised games had come in, and while
he was at Eton he used to wander off by himself, sometimes for the whole day, collecting
butterflies or watching birds. In spite of his flair for natural history, he lacked the
staying power to do the arduous concentrated work of a Druce or a Lilford, or to ground
himself deeply in the .science of his subject, but he had a keen intelligence, highlydeveloped powers of observation, a wonderful joy and delight in the works of nature
. and a profoundly religious attitude towards them. He wa above' all a countryman
and was never really happy away' from Courteenhall where he went to live in 1875, the
year after his marriage.
A walk or a drive in the country with him, or, above all, a day' canoeing a
children on a fine day in Mayor early June ' along the River Ouse or its tributary the
Tove, was a wonderful experience. No notice was given; he would march into the
schoolrqom and tell us to get ready. Bang would go the lesson books and out we would
rush. I can see his broad-shouldered figure now, with light grey flannel coat anct
trousers; instead of a waistcoat a broad red cummerbund; and on his head, a grey
pith sun-helmet. Equipped with a luncheon basket, off we used to drive in the dogcart, my father, my younger sister and myself, starting operations at either Bozenham
or Cosgrove Mill. Then down the stteam we would quietly paddle, between the rushes
and the meadow-sweet and yellow flags, the ragged robin and the pollard willows,
watching the flight of a distant heron or listening to the song of the warblers, the
splash of a water-rat, or the scuffle of ·a frightened moor-hen as we rounded a bend.
For we stopped chattering on these occasions, when we saw the world from an entirely
different point of view, richly enjoying every moment of the happy day. One year
we happened for our expedition -on the day on which peace was declared after the
South African War. The world around us was in its fullest beauty, the sun was shining,
the haymakers were abroad, and as we slowly made our way along the Tove, from every
church tower the bells were pealing across the summer meadows.
My father could recognise the song or flight of every bird, he ,knew the name of
every plant and insect, and he delighted in awakening in his children something of his
own interest in the teeming life of the country. He would not allow us to shudder or '
- be frightened at spiders or noxious insects, but would catch a specimen and shew us ,
how marvellously it was made. One day while we were having tea in the library,
he casually pulled out of his pocket a grass snake, quite two, foot long, which he had
picked up while out shooting that day. The reptile was kept as a pet in the conservatory,
and it amused him to -put it on the dining-room table after luncheon, to the horror of
some of our guests. He shared Lord Lilford's dislike of the fashion then prevalent of
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by an aerial liner." Yet he firmly believed in the possibility of fiying, and lived to see
the early stages of the aeroplane.
In Sir Herewald the naturalist and the sportsman were continually at war, as I
think they must have been also in Lord Lilford. But custom, convention, and the
hunting instincts in homo sapiens are very strong. Not long before his death, my father
told me he then got 1ittle or no enjoyment out of killing birds and animals, and I think
if he had been born fifty years later he would have pursued his game with a camera
instead of a gun. However, in early life before ill-health prevented, he had been a great
devotee of the chase, and no-on~ in the Grafton or Pytchley Hunts rode straighter to
hounds than he. It was therefore inevitable that in his paper on " Foxes," the la t
read to the Society (1908), he should touch on his favourite sport. Before doing so, a
indicated in the title of his address, he pointed out that each fox was as distinct from
all other foxes as is every individual human being frOlTI all others; he then proceeded
to give some very interesting results of his first-hand ob ervation of their habits. Then he
came to fox-hunting, and of course the question of cruelty could not be avoided. He
contented himself with quoting Frank Beers, the famous Grafton huntsman, who
.
remarked, when challenged on this question :" We know we like it, And we know the hounds like it, And we know the horses like it,
And we don't know the fox don't like it ! "

Sir Herewald then proceeded to defend hunting on economic and other grounds,
and concluded : " Hunting gives more healthy amusement and more pleasure, both directly and
indirectly than any other sport ... Those who abuse fox-hunting remind one of the fox
who said the grapes were sour because they were out of his reach. Talking of the foxes
of fable, I am rather like the fox who lost his brush, myself, because I have not been able
to hunt for years past; but unlike him, so far from decrying the sport, I still maintain
that a good day's fox-hunting is a foretaste of heaven."

He then broke into verse : " 'Tis -pitiable to contemplate
Our poor successors' future fate
What time the foolish human race
Have finally thrown up the chase.
For they will never realise
True worth of hands and ears and eyes,
Nor will they know how well a steed
Can answer call on pluck and speed.

When at such pass they have arrived, '
'Twere best for them they ne'er had lived.
I think my stars sincerely that
I' ve lived ere times had fall'n so flat,
When every fox has gone to ground
The world may cease to whirl around,
Yet memory of life for me
Will bright,e n all eternity."

DR. GEORGE CLARIDGE DRUCE.

It is my great regret that I never met G. C. Druce, one of the greatest }f not
the greatest figure in the history of the Society. He came of a family of farmers in a
small way in the sou,t h of the County and was born at Potterspury on .23rd May, 1850.
The first six years of his life were spent two miles away at Old Stratford on the River
Ouse, which here forms the County boundary. (Journal, XXVI, 124). In 1866 he
went to live at Yardley Gobion, a hamlet ofPotterspury. In the same year that he moved
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Listen for a moment to his description, quoted in Druce's book, of the
first appearance of the willpw blossom in the February woods :"

Pendan~ o'er rude old ponds, or leaning o'er
The woodland's mossy rails, the Sallows now
Put on their golden liveries, and restore
The Spring to splendid memories, ere a bough
Of white thorn shows a leaf to say it's come;
And through the leafless underwood rich stains
Of sunny gold show where the Sallows bloom,
Like sunshine in dark places, and gold veins
Mapping the russet landscape into smiles
At Spring's approach: nor hath the Sallow palms
A peer for richness: ploughmen in their toils
Will crop a branch, smit with its golden charms."

or of the scarlet pimpernel : " And with eye of gold
And scarlet-starry points of flowers,
Pimpernel dreading nights and showers
Oft called the' Shepherd's Weather Gla s.' "
or ~he water lily : " While water-lilies in their glory come
And spread green isles of beauty round their home."
Clare saw so much that most of us pass blindly by and do not even care to see.
What wealth is spread before every Northamptonshire farm labourer walking to his
work on a June morning! It is, perhaps, in the following lines, also quoted by Druce,
that Clare demonstrates to the highest perfection, the exquisite delicacy of his vision:
, Me not the noise of brawling pleasure cheers
In nightly revels or in city streets ;
But joys that soothe and not distract the ears
That one at leisure meets
.
. In the green woods, and meadows summer-shorn,
Or fields where bee-fly greets
The ear with merry horn.
The green-swathed grasshopper, on trebled pipe,
Sings there,. and dances, in mad-hearted pranks,
There bees go courting every flower that's ripe,
On baulks and sunny banks;
And droning dragon-fly on rude bassoon,
Attempts to give God thanks
In no discordant tune. .

I love at early morn, from new mown swath,
To see the startled frog his route pursue;
To mark, while leaping o'er the dripping path
His bright sides scatter dew ;
The early lark that from its bustle flies
To hale his matin new,
And watch him to the skies.
To note, on hedge-row baulks, in moisture sprent,
The jetty snail creep from the mossy thorn
With earnest head, and tremulous intent,
Frail brother of the morn,
That from the tiny bent's dew-misted leaves
Withdraws his timid horn,
And fearful vision weaves."

In his papers for the Natural History Society's Journal, Druce did not confine
himself to illustrations from Clare,' but quoted freely from the English poets from
Spenser to Tennyson. For this reason alone the volumes are worth taking down from
the shelf and re-reading. In an early paper (I. I 79) he teJls the story of the Swedish
botanist, Linnaeus, who, when he first saw the gorse in full bloom in England, knelt
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THE FOLLOWING BOqKS, PAMPHLETS & OFFPRINTS , OF ARTICLES
OF "NORTHAMPTONSHIRE INTEREST
are now offered for sale at the prices quoted, plus po tage. Orders should be sent to the
Hon. Secretary, Northamptonshire Record Society, Lamport Hall, Northampton.

Northamptonshire and Rutland Clergy, 1500-1942, by H. 1. Longden. Complete in six
parts with Indexes of Persons, Places, and Subject, price £12 12S. od. the ' et.
The Story of Blisworth, by Mona Clyde Clinch. (1939, 5~ pp. with illu tration ).
.
Price 5S.
Kettering Charities, by F. W. Rull. (1908). Price 2S.
Northampton Vindicated) or Wiry the Main Line Missed the Town, by Joan Wake,
(1935), Price 2S.
The Life ' qf Henry Isham Longden) Scholar) Sportsman Priest, by J oan Wake, (1943),
(being a reprint of the Introduction to Volume XV of Northant . and Rutland
Clergy). Price 5S.
St. Peier ... himself a Married Man. A Note on Northamptonshire Clergy) their Wives
and Families, by Joan Wake (1943). Reprinted from Vol. XIV of Northants. and
Rutland Clergy. Price 6d.
The following are pamphlets and offprints of article by the late Rev. H. 1. Longden :-

The History of the Washington Famity (1927), price 3s, 6d.
Northam,ptonshire Wills and Administrations (1934), price 6d.
An 18th centuT..Y Squire) his Journals and Letters. Sir Justinian Isham. 1927. Price IS.
The Treshams qf Newton and Wold (1866). Price 6d.
Notes on the Diaries of Justinian Isham (1907), Price IS •
. Northamptonshire Families (1930), Price 6d.
Parish Register Extracts made by Sir Justinian Isham c. 1730)from the Registers of Barby,
"
Maidwell) Pytchley and Rothwell. Price 6d.
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT.
numbers, price 2S. 6d. each.

The present issue, timd the first four

These, the Journals of the Northamptonshire Record Society, contain, ·among
others, the following articles: The Historical and Literary Associations of
Lamport, by Sir Gyles Isham, Bt. ; Henry Chichele, Archibshop of Canterbury,
by Professor E. F. Jacob ; Lord Spencer's Garter Embassy, by Earl Spencer;
Inclosure Movements in Northamptonshire, by W. E. Tate ; Tragic Honeymoon, by Sir Gyles Isham; The Matter of Isham Cross, .by Patrick King.
and Joan Wake; Lord Melbourne's Ancestr:y, by the late VV. T. Mellows;
The Turnpike Roads of Northamptonshire, by · Arthur Cossons, Tales of
Whittlebury Forest, by Wimersley Bush; The Ancestry of Village Crosses,
by M. Deanesly; The Affair of Grafton Underwood Feast, by Sir Gyles
Isham;
The Northamptonshire Joint Records Scheme, by Profess~r
E. F. Jacob ; Cromwell's ~1aster of the Horse (John Claypole of Northborough)
by M./Urwick Smith.
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