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THE TURNPIKE , ROADS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
WITH THE SOKE OF PETERBOROUGH '

The idea of making travellers pay for the upkeep of the roads they used was not a
new one, when, in 1663, the first turnpike Act was passed. In ' the Middle Ages,
especially during the reign of the three early Edwards, there had been royal grants to
individual persons and bodies corporate of the right to collect tolls for the repair of
town streets, bridges, and particular stretches of highway. These grants were usually
for short terms, and, although they can be co?sidered as forerunners of the turnpike
system, they did not give birth to it. For the re'a l beginnings of the system we must
come down to the 17th century.
In 1622 there was an attempt to pass an Act to levy tolls on the Great North Road
between Baldock and Biggleswade, and in 1662 a somewhat similar attempt for the
Bedfordshire portion of Watling Street. I Shortly afterwards, petitions were successfully
piloted through Parliament and the first turnpike Act was placed on the statute book. 2
This 1\ct appointed the justices of Huntingdonshire, Hertfordshire and Cambridge~
shire as the road authorities respectively for the sections of the Great North Road
in those counties, with power to erect gates and collect tolls. When renewed, the Act
covered the Hertfordshire portion only, and soon after a further renewal the precedent
was followed by the passing of Acts between 1695 and 1705 for six further sections of
road in six counties.
In the session of 1706-7 eight turnpike Acts were passed, two of which departed
from the precedent s'e t up by the first Acts in that, instead of the justices being given
charge of the roads specified, the road authorities were ad hoc bodies of trustees. One of
these two Acts was also the first passed for a Northamptonshire road, that from Old
Stratford to Dunchurch in Warwickshire. 3 Only a few subsequent Acts made the
justices the turnpike authority. The turnpike trust, like the turnpike road, had come
to stay-for nearly two centuries.
THE

CONSTITUTION

OF

A

TRUST.

Most turnpike Acts setting up new trusts laid down the qualifications of trustees
and the methods of filling vacancies. Sometinles residence in the County was sufficient
qualification in ' the earlier Acts, but there was generally a property qualification
also, which was incorporated into the general Acts of 1754-5 and 1822, the minimum
being the ownership of land of at least the annual value of £100. Heirs to real estate,
usually of the minimum value of £200 a year, were ,also qualified, to serve.
1. F. G. Emmison, Turnpike Roads and Tollgates of Bedfordshire, in Beds. Historical Record Society,

Survey of Ancient Buildings, vol. iii; House of Commons Journal, 23 Feb., 1662 .
. 2. 15 Car. Il, c.l. (1663).
3.6 Anne c. 77. Old Stratford-Dunchurch. See App. A.
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The restrictions on the number of horses varied at different times, the idea being
that fewer horses would automatically lead to lighter wagons.
In 1741, the weighing' engine' put in an appearance and high charges were
levied on loads above specified weights. Of local interest is the connexion with Northampton of one of the early weighing-machine inventors, Thomas Yeomans, 1748.

EXEMPTIONS.

Certain types of traffic were free from toll, some of these exemptions being allowed
by general Acts, 'o thers by local Acts. Military horses and waggons, the Royal Mail. ,
persons riding or driving to church or to an election, beasts going to water, and so on,
were generally exempt. In some areas there were especially easy tolls or complete
exemption for certain commodities; some local Acts exempted certain persons;
others the inhabitants of specjfied parishes. People collecting furze or turf for fires
were exempted by some trusts; some allowed free carriage of materials for fencing
under specified inclosure Acts. The clergy of some of the large scattered parishes in
the north were allowed to ride freely to visit their parishioners.
An attempt by the turnpike interests was made in 181 I to get the exemption for
the Royal Mails abolished. Coaches not carrying mails were charged, but the mail
coaches also carried passengers, and it was . considered unfair. The amount of toll
that would accrue to the turnpike authorities, especially on roads near London where
many coaches used the same lengths of highway before branching off, was very considerable, and it was thought they should take their share of the cost of maintenance.
The attempt failed, but the G.P.O. relieved the trusts of some of the wear and tear by
. reducing the number of coaches! In 1813, a similar attempt on the part of turnpike
authorities in Scotland succeeded, and from that year mail coaches north of the Tweed
had to pay the same toll as other coaches. This time, the G.P.O. retaliated by charging
an additional halfpenny on all letters carried by four-wheeled vehicles in Scotland.
Collectors of pre-adhesive stamps will know the marking found on many Scottish
letters of the period, " Add!. id.," stamped in black.

CONSTRUCTION . AND

MAINTENANCE

From the list of Northamptonshire turnpike roads in Appendix A, it will be seen
that most of the main roads in the county were brought under the control of trustees by
the end of the 18th century, a large proportion being turnpiked in the twenty years
between 175 0 and 177 0 . These tW9 decades were, for the whole country, the period
of greatest ' extension geographically. It was in the years following the turn of the
century that .the gre~\test advance was made on the technical side of roadmaking,
particularly between 1810 and 1830. The time-tables of the mail coaches show what
this advanc:e meant in 'terms of speed, and it must also be borne in mind that regularity
had also improved to such an extent that the" up "and "down" coaches met each
other at the ' same times and places as a matter of course.
.
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of the 19th

(0)
(b)
,

)

(d)
()

(f)

m,

ttingham, Mansfield and Sheffield ;
av ntry, Coventry, Lichfield,

tfi rd,

h and Lincoln ;
1 I

ov ntry, Birmingham, Shrewsbury,

,
(b)

rthampton, Welford, Lutterworth,

(")
(d)

(e)
( )

( 0)

n, Market Harborough, Leicester,

(/z)
(i )

ompari on of the time . All the mail coaches left London at

8
TOW

\ entry
Hi ham F rr r
K tterin
tamford

I8Il
arrival

I837

a.m.

speed
m.p,h.

arrival
a.m .

speed
m.p.h.

5. 25
3.3 0
4.3 0
6.10
5·55
7. 25
7·35
7. 1 0

7· I I
7. 06
7. 17
7. 18
6,55
6,56
7,4 2
7·43

2·45
1.26
2.12
3. 25
2.5 6
3.5 6
5. 15
4. 24

9.9 2
9·75
9. 83
9. 84
9·37
9·45
9·54
9· I I
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A large part of the credit for this increase in speed was due to the work of Johri
Loudon Macadam I and Thomas Telford. 2 These two men were contemporaries and
advocates of different methods of road su!face construction, both, however, agreeing
01). certain points.
Telford's surfaces were of broken stones laid on a foundation of
large stones set by hand. Macadam objected to the foundation and preferred a ten-inch
layer of six-ounce stones laid direct on the soil. Both advo,c ated the preparation of
the underbed by efficient drainage and the making of the surface waterproof. Telford's supporters called Macadam's roads" elastic" 3 and Macadam did not objectin fact, he preferred the resilience given by the macadamized surface 'on a soft bottom
to the ,rigidity of either a natural rock bottom or of an artificially prepared stone bed.
The 'filling in of surface interstices with earth and the watering of the surface were
anathema to Macadam.
Macadam's method appealed to road trustees. It was cheap. Not'only was there
a saving of the cost of labour in laying the foundation, but, in some areas, where the
natural materials were good, little or none had t'o be purchased for the initial macadamizing. It had long been the practice of surveyors, whether employed by the parishes or
by turnpike trustees, to " repair" the roads by the dumping of loads of stones of assorted sizes on to the old surface, after, perhaps, a preliminary raking or even the use of a
plough. By lifting this unclassified material from the mass of mud in which it had
become embedded, screening it, p,nd breaking it to the regulation Macadam size of
six ounces, trustees sometimes had, not only sufficient for the new surface, but a surplus
t~' store for future extensions and repairs.
THE

HOLYHEAD

ROAD.

Telford's most important road work was the re-grading and re-alignm~nt of the
Holyhead Road, a task which brought him to Northamptonshire, as the route chosen
for the carriage of the Irish mails followed, for a considerable distance,' that of Wading
Street. The old mail route to , Holyhead, from the time of the introduction of the
carriage of mails by coach in 1784, had been, as stated above, that from London,
through St. Albans, Newport Pagnell, Northampton, Welford, Lutterworth, Hinckley,
Tamwbrth, Lichfield, Chester 'and Bangor Ferry. The:te was also a mail route to
Shrewsbury through Oxford and Birmingham.
Telford was entrusted by the government with the task of surveying the routes to
the north-west. In 1810 this was done and in 1815, by the first of a long series of
Holyhead Road , Acts, nine commissioners were appointed and £20,000 granted for
improvements. Many more grants and loans were made in the following years under
the authority of further Acts.
The route chosen for the new Irish mail road was that from London following the
old Liverpool mail line, through Dunstable, Stony Stratford, Daventry, Dunchurch
and Coventry as far as Stonebridge, where the Liverpool road turned to the right for
Coleshill and Lichfield. ;From Stonebridge, a short section not previously used by
1. See John Loudon, Macadam by Roy Devereux (1936),
2. For o.etails of, Thom,as Telford's life see Samuel Smiles, L ives of the E ngineers.
Sir He~ Pa!nell, A Treatise on Roag,s (1833) , p. 74·
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1. Report oJ lhe elect Committee 0 1' the H olyhead and Liverpool Roads (1830), p. 25.
2. Ibid, p. 7.
H. J oyce. H is/oty of IIIe Post Office. p.39 -.
4. 3-4' .1 ,c.43 (1833).
5. 24-5 Vict. c.28 (1861).
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, Railways to carry coal in and around the collieries had been operated by steam
locomotives for a quarter of a century before Telford died in 1834 and Macadam in
1836. The Stockton and Darlington, Liverpool and Manchester, and Leicester and
rSwannington public railways were already flourishing. It was, however, just after
,the two great roadmakets had passed on that the new means of transport began to
multiply apace. The final section of the Grand Junction railway, connecting the Liverpool and ,Manchester line with Birmingham was opened seven months after Ma adam
died, and before a year had elapsed the first section of the London and Birmingham
railway , was put into operation~ In September, 1838, the whole of this line was
'opened, the Northants portion being the last to be completed. For a few months
during that year passengers and 'goods were carried by coach and waggon acro the
county, between Denbigh Hall, where the railway crosses Watling Street, and Rugby,.
Most of the, public conveyances had already left the other sections of the road.
The effect on toll receipts was irregular. The income of some trusts continued to
rise for some years, as their roads, acted as feeders to the railway station. In
other cases, the decline began immediately, even if there was no railway near, owing to
the opening of rail routes between the same distant places.
The following table shows the effect of the opening of the London and Birmingham
railway and other lines on the trusts between those two towns, and a £; w adjacent
trusts.

Tolls
TRUST
Metropolis Roads, north of Thames
Barnet to St. Albans
Dunstable
, Hockliffe to Stony Stratford
Old Stratford to Dunchurch
Dunchurch to Stonebridge
Northampton to Newport Pagnell
Market Harborough and Welford
Market Harborough and Loughborough

18 34

18 39 .

£

£

86,67 6
3,47 2
2,680
3,25 0
5,894
1,5 25
2,260
3,847
6,59 1

77,944
1,89 6
1,01 I
1,19 8
2,7 02
1, 02 7
1,5 0 5
2,5 6.2
5,646

Percentage
decrease.
10. I
45 ·4
62·3
63. 1
54. 2
3 2 .7
33·5
33·5
14-4

The highest total receipts for the country was reached. in 18 37,1 but in some a:eas
there was a continued rise for some years more. The follOWIng table shows a companson
between 18 34 and 18 39 for the trusts 'in certain counties. 2
1. Charles Knight, British Almanac, 1853, p, 189.

2. Ibid . for 1842, p. 118.
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Tolls
18 34
£
2
3 ;4 24
12, 68 9
9,255
28, 26 5
24,3 81

n ..

3,757
26,7 8 5
24,63 6
9,797
3 1,9 84
9 1,7 60
18,554

Ir

d

nd

L

b

1.

1.5
2·4
2.1
2·4
3·5
4. 2
4 6 .8
23. 0
11.3
25·3

81,47°
13,875

il burden d for year with outstanding loans
Thi burden increased rapidly on the coming of the
untr amounted in 1834 to £7,068,275, This
£7 23
35 b 1839. During the same period the arrears
nt. fr m £1,002,255 to £1,194,699. 1
1849 how that by then the decline had

t 1 in m
'p nditur
B nd d d
npal Jnt r -t

r

4·9
16.1

n h

TR • T.

h
om tru
\\hi h th

18 39
£
30 ,847
10,649
9,120
28,9 60
24,9 02
3,67 0
27,7 28
23, 61 7
14,39 0
3 8 ,25 8

Percentage
plus mznus

18 37

18 49

£
1,699,428
1 742,237
7,011,9 8 9
1, 01 9,5 68

£
1,177,9 81
1,188,993
6,3 82 ,647
1,5 8 7,010

Percentage
minus'
plus
31
32
9
55

nditi n f th \ r t afII ted tru t can be judged when it is considered that
w r quit oh- nt. In fact there were case of tru ts having surplus funds,
InY t d in raih, a ' hare

Ibid. p. 121.

2 . l b·d. for 1

3, p. 1

.
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In 1831, l?efore the decline had set in, Parliament passed' the first of what proved
to be a long series. ~f Turnpike Continuance Ads. I One of its objects was the saving of
parli3;mentary time; another was the facilitation of road development. By it, all
local turnpike Acts due to expire were continued for a year. This series was continued
annually, so that the tremendous legal costs of getting local renewal Acts through
Parliament were saved. Only those trusts that sought alterations ' to their powers
had thenceforth to apply for a new Act.
These Continuance Acts became in after
years the means by which the continuance of the turnpike system was stopped. Occaion ally two or three exceptions were made to the annual continuance. Later, schedules
were added of those local Acts that were to expire at their normal date; those that,
though not due to expire, were to be repealed; those that were to be allowed to continue only with modifications in their financial arrangements; and others that were
to ' be continued "unless Parliament otherwise provides." These last mentioned
Acts were either discontinued by the next annual Act, or received a new lease of life
in the shape of a 'local renewal Act. Gradually these schedules lengthened and the
number of trusts in o'peration grew smaller and smaller. The eighteen-seventie saw
most of them go-very few survived beyond 1885. The last turnpike road in Northamptonshire was the last to be turnpiked, that from the county town to Cold Brayfield,
the Act for which expired in 1880. (See Appendix A.36). The Act for the, Lincoln
Heath to Peterborough road expired later, in 1882 (Appendix A.I5) but the part in
Northamptonshire had been omitted from an earlier local Act.
ARTHUR COSSONS

L 1-2 W. IV, c.6 (1831).

APPENDIX . A.
A LIST OF THE T.URNPIKE ROADS OF THE COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON
AND THE SOKE OF PETERBOROUGH
(Arranged,in the order in which they were turnpiked, with the Acts under which they were operated).

,

, Note-The Parliamentary proceedings (preliminary ,to the passing of the Acts) described in this
Appendix have been taken from the Journals of the !louse of Commons.
ABBREVIATIONS.
Act
by
which
the
road
was
first authorized to be turnpiked.
A.
Act bv which powers of earlier Act or Acts were continued.
C.
Act f~r repealing all Acts in force and substituting fresh powers.
R.
Amending Act.,
Am.
Provisional Order of Secretary of State, under the Act 14-5 Vic. c.38, 1851.
P.O.
A.T.T.A.A. Annual Turnpike Trusts Arrangements Act, confirming Provisional Orders.
Annual -r:urnpike, Acts Continuance Act·
A.C.A.
Scheduled.
Sched.
To expire.
Exp.
To be repealed.
Rep.
Modifications.
Mod.
House of. Commons Journals.
H.C.J.
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un hur 1 ,

An·

7oldington,

2.

uck,

. (Cited in Ruffnne, c.2, Pri.vate).
Bridge, N wport
oldington.

(Sched.

rampton Bridge, Church.

Br~mp~on,

to

W Hord Bri.dge; Mortar PIt HIll, PItsford,

to

hain Bridge, Market Harborough.
1721-2 8 Geo. I. c.13. A.
1738-9 12 Geo. Il. c. 35. C.
-Y'ith xten ion of both branches ~ Northampton, meeting at Kingsthorpe.
1749-50 23 Geo. Il. c.8. C.
1777-818 Geo. Ill. c.112. R.
1 10 ~O Geo. Ill. c. div. R.
1R22 3 Geo. IV. c. c. R.
1 67-8 31-2 Vic. c.99. A.C.A. (Sched.
out of debt).
1 70 33-4 Vic. c.73. A.C.A. (Sched. out
of debt).
1 72 35-6 Vic. c.8S. A.C.A.
(Exp. 1 ~ov., 1872).

* [Abortive Bill relating to the Watling Street.
In 1734, a cheme wa prepared for the turnpikina of \Yatling Street from Weedon to F.azel~y
ridae, tafford bire. This was embodied ill
a petition to Parliament presented on 20 Febmary in that year. On 24 February, another
cheme was presented for the turupiking of the
road from High Cross to Lutterworth and Welford Field . In another petition, also on .24
February, these schemes were combined, WIth
alterations and additions affecting the Warwi.ck. hire portions. These petitions were referred to a committee and disappeared from the
record. (See H. C. ].).
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After further abortive attempts in 1760,
these schemes eventually reached the statute
book in 1761-2. The High Cross to Lutterworth, etc., road became No. 18 in this list.
The Watling Street trust was formed in the same
year, but with no mileage in Northamptonshire .
(See Cossons, ap. cit., p.61).]
4. Dunchurch to St. James's End, Northampton. via Hillmorton.
1738-9 12 Geo. Il. c.lS A.
1742-3 16 Geo. n. c.20. Am .
1759-60 33 Geo. Il. c.44. C.
1780-.1 21 Geo. Ill. c.l06. R.
1806 46 Geo. Ill. c.lxix. R.
1826-7 7-8 Geo.IV. c.lii. R.
1867-8 31-2 Vic. c.99. A.C.A. (Sched .
out of debt).
1870 33-4 Vic. c.73. A.C.A.
(Exp. 1 Nov. 1870)
5. Buckingham to Warmington, Warw. via
Aynho and Banbury.
1743-4 17 Geo. Il. c.43. A.
Northern end of route shortened. Sessions
House, Buckingham, to northern boundary of
Hanwell, Oxon.
1768-9 8-9 Geo. Ill. sess. 2. c.52. C.
179232 Geo. Ill. c.134. C.
1811 51 Geo. Ill. c.ii. R.
1831-2 2-3 Wm. IV. c.xxxiv. R.
1867-8 31-2 Vic. c.99 . A.C.A. (Sched.
out of debt).
1871 34-5 Vic. c.11s. A.C.A.
(Exp. 1 Nov. 1871).
6. Wansford .Bridge to Stamford, Lincs.
1748-9 22 Geo. Il. c.17. A .
Addition to Stamford to Bourne, via
Ryhall.
1755-6 29 Geo. Il. c.76. C.
Addition of north end of Stamford Bridge to
Scot Gate, Stamford; and former terminus in
Bourne to the Market Place, Bourne.
1775-6 16 Geo. III c.74. C.
1797-838 Geo. IIl. c.xlix. C.
1820 1 Geo. IV. c.xxii. R.
1823 4 Geo. IV. c.cxi. R.
1871 34-5 Vic. c.Ils. A.C.A .
(Exp. 1 Nov. 1871).
7. Market Harborough to Kettering, and the
Pound, Brampton, Hunts.
1751-2 25 Geo. Il . c.s7. A.
1753-4 27 Geo. n. c.28 Am.
1759-60 33 Geo . Il. c.38. C.
1798-9 39 Geo. Ill. c.l. C.
1820 1 Geo. IV. c .lxxx. C.
1841 4-5 Vic. c.xxxv. R.
' 1842 5-6 Vic. c.lxix. Am.
1873 36-7 Vie. c.90 A.C.A.
(Mod. from 1 Nov. 1873; no expenditure on repairs between Market

,.

39

Harborough and St. Mary's Bridge;
salaries, law charges and incidentals
limited to £50 p.a.; expo 1 Nov. 1877).
An abortive scheme for a part of this road
had been presented two year earlier. In 1749
petitions were presented to the House of ommons for the tur.npiking of the road from We twood Gate, Knotting, Beds., to Market Harborough, via Kettering, at the same time a ~
renewal of the
cts for the roads betw n
Northampton and Market Harborough and W 1ford was being sought ( ee No. 3) . Petitions in
favour of the Kettering route came in from
Bedfordshire and Northants. on 18 D cember ;
. from Kettering on 25 January, 1750, from
Sheffield, Chesterfield, Leicester and Market
Harborough on 29 January. On th la t mentioned date the Bill was read a second time
and committeed, after a division, 197 for, 1 6
against. On the same date, too, a petition again t
the Kettering route was presented from the ev.
Stephen Langton, of Cottesbrooke, who had
lent money to the trustees of the Northampton
route. Petitions for the Kettering route, however, continued to arrive : from Derby and
Nottingham on 31 January, Luton on 1 february, and Mansfield on 5 February. The Bill
was reported on 13 February, but the motion
that it should be engrossed was lost, 208 to 154.
The renewal Bill for the other road was pas ed.
(See No. 3).
The amending Act of 27 Geo. Il was due to
the doubts the trustees had of the legality of
their action in diverting the pre-turnpike exit
from Market Harborough.
The old route
lav over the Chain Bridge and through the tollgate of the Northampton trust into Little
Bowden. The diversion obviated interference
with the other trust by passing through St.
Mary's Lane and along part of the road to St.
Mary's Bridge. This, apparently, had been a
private way, so the trustees obtained the
amending Act to declare it a public highway and
to authorize the erection of a tollgate upon it.
8 . 'Oundle to Alconbury; Barnwell to Alconbury; Mile Brook, Har.nerton, to Wood
Lane End, near Great Gidding.
1753 26 Geo. Il. c.88. A.
This Act was the result of petitions from the
trustees of the northern division of the road from
Royston to Wansford Bridge and of the road
from Market Harborough to Brampton pound
(N O. 7), and of the inhabitants of Oundle,
Barnwell, etc. The petitioners alleged that it had
been the custom for many years for "large
droves of bea!'ts, wool waggons, and other carriages " to avoid the tollgates on the Royston road,
by travelling via OuIldle, Hamerton, etc.
Many of these droves and waggons were " supposed to be elopers from the great Royston
road," and the complainants were expecting
still more" elopers" from the Brampton Pound
. road which had only recently been turnpiked.
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ppingham

11.

agn 11, via W lling.31. A.
c.8S.

,two cl at, Knotting, eds, to Barton
a rav ,via Ru hden and Higham Ferrers.
1T3 -4 27 G o. Il. c.33. A.
178 -1 21 eo. Ill. c.94. C.
1 01-2 42 eo . Ill. c. xxxvi. C.
1822 3 G o. IV. c. lxxxvi. C.
1 76 39-40 ic. c.39. A.C.A
(Exp. 1 Nov. 1876).
Thi i the ' southern part of the road '
p titioned for in 1749, of which a note appears
und r
o. 7 above.
For Beds. portion see
~. G. ~ mmi on, op. cit.
13.

d bu

it n y r

em' t

via
IT
od
,\101

27 •

Iton 0 'outh
LiHord t

and

North end of Bridgford Lane, near Trent
ridge, Nottingham, to the Bowling Green,
Kettering, via Melton Mowbray, Oakham
and ppingham.
.
1753-4 27 Geo. n. c 39. A.
1779- 0 20 Geo. Ill. c. 81. C.
1800- 1 41 Geo. Ill. c. cxvii. R.
1 23 4 Geo. IV. c. lvi. C.
1 6 31-2
ic . c.99. A.C.A.
( ched. out of debt.) .
1873 36-7 Vic. c.90. A.C.A.
(Exp. 1 Nov. 1873).
For ott. portion, see Cossons, The Turnpike
Roads of Nolts (1934).

14 .

7 ).
1).

_-orthend of Brown's Lane, GreatStaughton,
Hunts, to vVellingborough, via Kimbolton ;
the Pound, Kimbolton, to Brington Bridge.
1754-5 28 Geo. n. c.33 . A.
Addition of south end to north end of
Brown's Lane, Great Staughton, transferred
from the trust operating the road from
Biggleswade to Huntingdon, etc.

THE TURNPIKE ROADS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE WITH THE SOKE OF PETERBOROUGH

14 .-continued.
1774 14 Geo. Ill. c.Il8. C.2I
1798-939 Geo. Ill. c. xxx. C ..
1819 59 Geo. Ill. c. xcix. C.
(1858, 6 April. P.O. Debt £3,150, interest
reduced to 3% from 24 June, 1857).
1857-8 21-2 Vic. c.80. A .T .T.A.A.
(Confirmation of above P.O.).
1876 39-40 Vic. c.39. A.C.A.
(Mod. from 1 Nov. 1876: repairs not to
exce~d £400 and to be not less than £350 ;
sala~les and incidentals limited to £50;
no mterest payable; expo 1 Nov. 1877).
15. East side of Lincoln Heath to Peterborough;
east end of Marholm Lane to Walton'
BO,tlfne to Colsterworth; Donington High
Bndge to the cross post in Hacconby;
east end of Hale Drove Lane, via Old
Sleaford, to end of Long Hedge, Quarrington.
1755-6 29 Geo. ll . c.85. A.
1775-6 16 Geo. Ill. c.72. C.
'
1799-1800 39-40 Geo. Ill. C. lxx. C.
Also includes Boutne Market Place to
Spalding Town Hall.
1822 3 Geo. IV. C. lxvi. R.
1823 4 Geo. IV. C. vii. Am.
Omission of all south of Market Deeping
and of the Bourne to Spalding branch.
1860 23-4 Vic: C. xli. R.
1875 38-9 Vic. C. cxciv. A.C.A.
(Sleaford and Billingborough Districts:
rep. 1 Nov. 1875).
1882 45-6 Vic. 52. A.C.A.
(Bourne District: expo 1 Nov. 1882).
16. Towcestei to Weston on the Green, Oxon,
via Brackley.
1756-7 30 G'eo. ll . cA8. A.
1777-8 18 Geo. Ill. c.87. C.
1820 1 Geo. IV. c. lxxiii. R.
Amalgamated with No. 26 (Buckingham,
Brackley and Banbury) by
1851 14-5 Vic. c. lxi. R.
1873 36-7 Vic. c.90 A.C.A.
(Exp. 1 Nov. 1873) .
17. High Bridge, Spalding, via Littl~worth and '
Frognall, over Stone Bridge, Deeping St.
james, to join the high road at Maxey
Outgang.
1756-7: 30 Geo. ll . c.68. A.
1765 5 Geo. Ill. c. 106. C . .
1799-1800 39-40 Geo. HI. C. lxxii. C.
1821 1-2 Geo. IV. C. xxxiv. R. '
1843 6-7 Vic. C. xciv. R.
1876 39-40 Vic. c.39. A.C.A.
(Mod. from 1 Nov. 1876 : no expenditure
on repairs; salaries and incidentals limited to
.£25; no interest payable; expo 1 Nov. 1878).
I.

4l

18.

Castle Street, Hinckley, to the Town's End,
Lutterworth(See 3* above); the Town's End,
Walcot, to the 80th Milestone in Welford
Field. (This branch road seems to have
been little used compared with the other ·
" cut-off" nearer Husbands Bosworth).
1761-2 2 Geo. HI. c.54. A.
1783-4 24 Geo. Ill. sess. 1. c.28. C.
1805 45 Geo. Ill. c. xxxvi. C.
Omission of Walcot to Welford Field
branch.
1823 4 Geo . IV. c. Ix. R.
187639-40 Vic. c.39. A.C.A.
(Exp. 1 Nov. 1876).
Banbury to the south end of Mill Field;
Lutterworth, via Daventry and Cote bach.
1765 5 Geo. Ill. c.105. A.
1785 25 Geo: Ill. c.128. C.
1807 47 Geo. Ill. sess. 2. c. xci. C.
1828 9 Geo. IV. C. lxxxvi. R.
.
With addition o{ Badby Bridge to the
Stratford and Dunchurch road, near Dodford
Lane.
1840 3-4 Vic. c. xxxviii. R.
1867-8 31-2 Vic. c.99. A.C.A.
(Sched. out of debt.).
1870 33-4 Vic. c.73. A.C.A.
(Rep. ' 31 May 1871).

. 19.

Great Bridge, Warwick, via Southam and
Daventry, to Northampton.
1765 5 Geo. Ill. c.l 07. A.
1775-6 16 Geo. Ill. c.80. C.
1810 50 Geo. Ill. c.xciii. C.
.
With diversions in Staverton and omission
of all roads in Leamington Priors (now Royal
Leamington Spa).
. 1831-22-3 Wm. IV. c.xcviii. R.
1867-8 31-2 Vic. c.99. A.C.A.
(Sched. out of debt).
187033-4 Vic.- c.73. A.C.A.
(Exp. 1 Nov. 1870).
20.

21.

Hardingstone to Old ·Stratford.
1767-8 8 Geo ." Ill . c.52. A.
1772-3 13 Geo. Ill. c.l02. C.
. 1810 50 Geo. Ill. c.lxiii. R.
1831-22-3 Wm. IV. c.iv. R.
1865 16 May. P . O. Debt : £3,660;
interest reduced to 1 % from ~3 April
1865; arrears extinguished.
186528-9 Vic. c.9!. A.T.T.A .A.
(Confirmation of above P. 0.) .
1876 39-40 Vic. c.39. A.C.A.

(Mod. from 1 Nov. 1876 : no expenditure
on repairs; salaries and incidentals limited to
£25; no interest payable; expo 1 Nov. 1877).

This Act repealed 10 Geo. Ill . c.83 for the road from B~ggle~wa~e to Alconbury Hill and branches to
Huntingdon and Great Staughton, so far as it related to thls lane.
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I toU bar at north end of

kin ham .
1792-3 33
o. Ill. c.143.
IH12-3 53 ~ o. lII. c.iv. .
1835 5-6 Wm. I . c.xi . RI 54 7 Jan. P. . Debt. £2,728; intere t
r un cl to 3%; arr ars extinguished to 1 Jan.
1 53).
1 54 17- Vi . c.51. .T.T. .A.
( onfirmation of above P.O.).
1 75 38-9 i. c.cxciv. .C.A.
(R p. ll\1ar. 1876) .

1I

tamlord Baron, via Weld on to Kettering ;
und1 to Eddleton Lane.
179434 eo. Ill. c.126. A.
1 16 56 eo. IIl. c.ii. C.
1854 7-8 ic. c.cix . R.
1 67- 31-2 Vic. c.99. A.C.A.
( ched. out of debt).
186 -9 32-3 Vic . c.90. A.C.A.
(tamford and Kettering Division:
rep. 30 June 1870)
1 76 39-40 Vic. c.39. A.C.A.
( undl€' and Middleton Lane Division:
xp. 1 Nov. 1876).

kingham

3 . TO\ ce ter to Cotton End Hardingstone,
~ orthampton.
'
1794-5 35 Geo. Ill. c. 153. A .
1817 57 Geo . HI. c.xi. C.
1 18 58 Geo. IIl. c .xiii. Am.
1 37-8 1-2 Vic. c.xlv. R.
1 73 36-7 Vic. c.90. A.C.A.
(Exp. 1 ov 1873).
31.

be DaYen ry

c.

Morton's' Corner, Wellingborough, to the
east end of Abington Street, Northampton.
1796-7 37 Geo. Ill. c .167. A.
181959 Geo. Ill. c.xix. C.
1 7033-4 ic. c. 73. A.C.A.
( ched. nearly out of debt. 1869:
toll £4 48; debt £430; interest 5% ).
1 7134-5 Vic. c, 115 A.C.A.
(Rep. 1 Xov. 1871).

THE TURNPIKE ROADS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE WITH THE SOKE OF PETERBOROUGH

32. Buckingham to Old Stratford; . Stony
Stratford to Newport Pagnell.
1814-5 .55 Geo. Ill. c.lxxv. A.
Res(atement of route: Buckingham to
Passenham; north-east end of Stonv Stratford
to Newport Pagnell.
1836 6-7 Wm. IV. c.ix. R.
1876 39-40 Vic. c.39. A.C.A.
(Mod. from 1 Nov. 1876 : repairs limited to
£490; salaries and incidentals limited to £75 ;
no interest payable; expo 1 Nov. 1878).
See No. 22.
33. Crowland to Eye.
1817 57 Geo. Ill. c.liv. A.
1856 19-20 Vic. c.xxxi. R.
1878 41-2 Vie. c.62. A.C.A.
(Exp. 1 Nov. 1878).
34. East end of Hall Lane, Kettering, to east
~nd of Abington Street, Northampton.
181959 Geo: Ill. c.xli. A.
.
1852 15-6 Vic. c.xcix. R.
187134-5 Vic. c.115 A .C.A.
(Rep. 1 Nov. 1871).

35.

43

The Common Gaol, Buckingham, to J0111
the Oxford to Northampton road at or
near Lord's Field Gate, Whittlebury, near
Towcester.
1824 5 Geo. IV. c.cxli. A.
1854 17-8 Vic. c.l. R.
1876 39-40 Vic. c.39.
. (Exp. 1 Nov. 1877) .

36. Northampton to Cold Brayfield.
1826-7 7-8 Geo. IV. c.lxxi. A. ·
1852, 23 Nov. P. . Debt. £4,640;
interest reduced to 1%; arr ars
extinguished to 31 Dec., 1852) .
1852-3 16-7 Vic. c.6!. .T.T..
(Confirmation of above P. 0.).
1875 38-9 Vic. c.cxciv. .C.A.
(Mod. from 1 Nov. 1875: repair limited to
£350 and not to be less than £300; salarie and
incidentals limited to £45 p.a.; no interest
payable; expo 1 Nov. 1880).

APPENDIX : B..
SPECIMEN TOLL SCHEDUI,.ES.
Bridgford Lane, ·Trent Bridge, Nottingham, via MeltonMowbray, and Oakham, to Kettering.
s. d.
1St Act. 27 Geo. H. c·39· 1753-4. .
.
4 6
Coach, etc., drawn by 6 horses ot mQre
3 0
do.
do.
4 horses
2
do.
do.
3 or 2 horses .;.
3
6
Chaise, etc. drawn by I horse .. :
...
...
o
Waggon, cart, etc., drawn by 4 horses or more'
2
do.
do.
3 or 2 horses
3
I
do.
do.
. I horse
'Horse, etc., not drawing ...
Cattle, per score ...
Sheep, etc., per score
The road was divided into two di~tricts with 3 gates in each, and. only a third of the above .
tolls was to be charged at anyone gate in each district.

2nd Act. 20 Geo. IH. C.Sl. 1779-So.

Tolls unchanged.

3rd Act. 41 Geo. IH. c.cxvii. IS00-1.
Gig, etc., drawn by I · horse:..
...
...
...
...
. ..
Horse drawing any gig, etc., with more than I horse, or any coach,
. ..
. waggon, cart, etc.
. ...
Four-wheeled vehicle fixed to another
Two-wheeled
do. · .
do. ·.·
Drug, [i.e. Dray] more than 9 feet between axle-trees, laden other
. than with one block of stone or timber, above the toll for the horses
Horse, etc., not drawing
Cattle, per score .: . .
Sheep, etc., p,er score

s. d.
6

4t
6
9
6

It

10
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ttingham hire-Leice tershire boundary ;
t 11 a day th ne t Kettering .

t\\ ()

. 1V. .1

4th t\ t.

o. ill

1.

2 .

11 un hange .

In. !

Road.

23

1.

2.

n 11
r ugh

7
17

5
4
3
3
5
6

16.
19·

13
14
13
21 7
19 3
14
2
11
10 2
8 6
14 2
26

20.

11

I

2 I.

11

6

7·

9·
11.

12.

...

l' .

14·

Iton ...

1

7

4
0
4
4
8 3
8 7
12 6
7 4
10
20
13

29·
29·
'0.

, I.

ugh

'4 ·

, 6.

TOTAL

1.

ilia;; Road, R urn pu ~u an to an

rder of the Hou e of Lord. 23 June, 1
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. The roads .in ~he Soke of,Peterborough are given in 'the Return separated into Highway
Parishes and DIstrIcts, as follows:
Parish, etc.
Ailsworth ...
Borough Fen
.. .
Peterborough (Thorn~y Road) .. .
do.
(Wansford Road)
C~stor

m·1
6
6
o
2

Deeping Gate
Eastfield and Newark
Eye ...
Longthorpe
Newborough
St. Martins
Upton
Wothorpe ...
Deeping Gate
Glinton
Peterborough (Lincoln Road)
Walton
...
...
. ..

0

5
3
7

4
2

6
2

I

2

I

4
7

6

TOTAL

. The four la,st-mentioned items are from the section of the Return showing roads disturnplked before I January, 18 7 1, and, therefore, must refer to the Lincoln Heath to Peterborough
road .
. ~he whole of the County, with the Soke, is shown to have ~ total mileage of 35 6 rh. 3 f.
It .IS Impossible to equate this with an earlier Return, of 1839,1 which provides the following
mIleage :Other H igh1vays.
Turnpikes.
Streets under Street Paving Acts.
m.
m.
m.
Northamptonshire

28

1441

The Soke has no separate entry and is presumably contained ~n t?e C~unty .. It isyossible
that the lower figure was due to roads being counted wIth the counties m whIch theIr mam leng th
lay. The percentage of roads turilpiked, based on this Return, was 17·5· This ,compared with
13.5 for England and Wales. Other neighbourirlg county percentages wer~: Leicestershire,
15.9, Rutland, 18.3, Warwickshire, 17.2. Among the extremes were DerbyshIre, 25·3, Norfolk,
7·3, and Suffolk, 6;5.
.
1.

Charles Knight, Briti sh Almanac, 1842, p.122.
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hold the premier position in Ladies' Footwear
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