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President: 
Sir Hereward Wake, Bart., M.C., D.L. 

NOTES AND NEWS 

Despite some difficulties the Society has had 
a good year. The lectures in October 1981 
given by Mr. John Steane, a former editor of 
this journal now working in Oxfordshire, on 
"The History of Gardens in Northampton
shire", and by Mr. Michael Hurst, Fellow 
of St. John's College, Oxford, following the 
Annual General Meeting in May this year, 
on "Oligarchy to Democracy: Northampton
shire Politics, 1826-Ig18" were well attended, 
and were rewarding and stimulating occa
sions. The membership continues to keep up 
well, despite an inevitable rise in the sub
scription rate, and a generally worrying 
economic background. It is perhaps not 
widely known how well-supported ours is 
compared with other Record Societies: 
indeed it is envied for the size and loyalty of 
its membership. It is, of course, an old society 
(though not by any means the oldest) and 
its founders were well able to tap the well
springs of local pride, which are strong in 
Northamptonshire and are, I believe, rooted 
in the fact that much of the county was missed 
by the Industrial Revolution of the I gth 
century, which created great towns, a sense 
of social dislocation, and brought in many 
migrants. On the other hand, unlike some 
of the more purely rural counties, vast 
numbers of people were not compelled to 
migrate away from their native county either, 
largely because of the spread ofboot and shoe 
making. Whatever other reasons for Nor
thamptonshire's interest in its history (and 
there must be others), this stable membership 
makes possible the continued publication of 
this journal, and the remarkable series of 
Record Society volumes, maintained over 
sixty years at an average of one new publica
tion every two years. The first volume of The 
Red Earl. The Papers of the 5th Earl Spencer, 
published this year, has been the most 
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expensive book the NRS has ever undertaken. 
However, it has been well received and there 
are hopes that it will recoup a proportion of 
its costs through sales both here and abroad. 
The book was carefully budgeted by Dr. 
Edmund King, the Society's hon. editor, 
and its treasurer, Mr. Arthur Farmer, but 
in order to keep up with inflation and to 
finance future publications, it has been 
necessary to raise the subscription. The next 
volume planned is a Miscellany, the first 
produced by the Society. It will be a slim 
( 1 oo page or so) volume comprising three 
edited texts, "Estate Records of the Hotot 
Family", a set of medieval records edited by 
Edmund King, "The Daventry Tithing Book 
I 700-I818" edited by this writer, and the 
"Militia Lists for Nassaburgh, 1762", edited 
by Victor A. Hatley and Brian G. Statham. 
It is hoped to publish in September 1983. 

Despite all this, it might perhaps be 
observed that the transitional stage in the 
life of the NRS which has been going on at 
least since the lamented death in January 
198I of the late C. V. Davidge, Chairman 
of the Council, is not yet over. It is partly, 
perhaps, a matter of generations: many of 
the leading supporters of the Society in the 
time of Miss Wake and Sir Gyles !sham have 
passed on, or are retiring. This year, Mr. S. L. 
Elborne, one of the original trustees, and a 
long serving member of the council, retired, 
and we record with regret the death of 
another trustee, the Marquess of Exeter, an 
obituary of whom appears on another page. 
We are pleased to say that one of these 
trusteeships has been filled by Christian, 
Lady Hesketh, but as yet no successor to 
Mr. Davidge as Chairman of the Council 
has been found. Meanwhile we are grateful 
to Sir Hereward Wake for continuing to 
combine this post with the presidency of the 
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Society for the time being, but it is a double 
burden which he should not be asked to 
shoulder too long. It is pleasing to report that 
the secretaryship of the Society, covered by 
temporary arrangements since the sudden 
retirement of Mr. Wright, has been taken by 
Mrs. Margaret Clarke. We wish her well in 
her new post, which is a key one in the 
effective running of the Society's business. 

I 982 has been a good year for John Clare, 
Northamptonshire's greatest literary figure, 
a poet more appreciated now than ever 
before, whose stock continues to rise. A John 
Clare Society was founded and in July held 
the first of what promises to be annual 
festivals at Helpston. There was an exhibition 
of Clare Manuscripts on view, a "Clare Trail" 
round the local terrain so important to him 
and his poetry, a performance of his works 
set to music, and an address from the presi
dent of the new society, Ronald Blythe, the 
author of Akenfield. So far more than 300 

Notes on contributors 

people from no less than I 2 countries have 
joined, and anyone interested in doing so 
should contact Mr. George Dixon, the mem
bership secretary, 8 Priory Road, Peter
borough. 

The first number of the Society's journal 
also appeared inJuly. Handsomely produced, 
it has 50 pages of illustrated articles by Eric 
Robinson, R. K. R. Thornton, Trevor Hold, 
George Dixon and Rodney Lewis. In his 
foreword its editor, Edward Storey, urges us 
to forget old romantic images of "poor, sad 
John Clare", and Clare "the peasant poet". 
Stressing Clare's originality, independence 
of mind and courage, we have to see him, 
Storey argues, as a major English poet, "as 
solitary in his vision as Van Gogh or William 
Blake". This autumn will see the appearance 
of Mr. Storey's new life of Clare, and on 
another page we print a review of John 
Clare's Birds, another volume in Eric Robin
son's great project of re-editing Clare's works. 

R.L.G. 

B. Bellamy is an active amateur archaeologist and local historian currently working on areas 
of ancient woodland, with a special interest in Geddington Chase. 

Norman Groome, a retired solicitor and a native ofHigham Ferrers, is the author of a number of 
booklets on its history. A keen supporter oflocal history and a member of the Council of 
this Society, he contributed a piece to this journal in 1958. 

F. ]. Mayes, some of whose forebears were Northamptonshire people, lectures at Loughry 
Agricultural College, Co. Tyrone, N. Ireland. 

B. A. York, a Kettering man, is senior lecturer at the West London Institute of Higher 
Education. 

]. L. Anscomb came to Woodford Halse in 1939 as a shunter. From 1944 to 1974 he played an 
active part at every level of local government, being made a JP in 1949 and county 
alderman in 1958. A former chairman of the County Archives Committee, he is a member 
of the Council of this Society. 

T. ]. Hold, a poet and composer who lives at Wadenhoe, is a senior lecturer in the Adult 
Education Department of Leicester University. 

Mona Harrison is the retired Deputy Head. of Northampton High School and she researched 
for the school's centenary history The First Hundred Years, published in 1978. She is 
Chairman of the Northants Family History Society. 

R. F. Denington was born in 1904 and lives in Slough. For most of his life he was a research 
chemist in the paint trade. He is a keen Workers' Educational Association supporter, 
being chairman of the Slough branch. 

Acknowledgements and thanks are extended to Bruce Bailey Esq. for his drawing of Lyveden New Bield, to 
Leicestershire Record Office, F. A. Moore Esq. of Kettering, Northamptonshire Libraries, and to 
Northamptonshire Record Office for permission to reproduce photographs and illustrations in their collections. 



THE ROCKINGHAM FOREST PERAMBULATION OF 1299 
B. BELLAMY 

Prior to the death ofHenry II in I 189 the royal forests were in a state of continuous expansion, 
but the reign of Richard I saw the beginning of the steady decline that in time would see their 
virtual disappearance. Although some extension of the forests took place during the reigns of 
Richard and John, vast areas were also being disafforested and subsequent to the Forest 
Charter of 12 1 7, still further disafforestment took place. Combined with this, the granting out 
of the forest of tracts of land by the sovereign to his subjects, saw the need for frequent 
perambulations to set out the limits of the constantly shrinking forest. 

A number of perambulations were made in the 13th century, delineating the bounds of the 
Northamptonshire forests of Rockingham, Salcey and Whittlewood,I however, we are 
concerned here with the perambulations of Rockingham Forest. 

The earliest extant perambulation of this forest is dated I 286. 2 This is a widely known 
perambulation although often misquoted. It is worth printing again here in full for comparison 
with the later medieval perambulation. It begins 

Bounds and metes of the Forest of Rockingham and Clyve. From a point south of 
Northampton and north of the Nene, right up to Walmesford ( Wansford) and from 
there by the Royal Way right up to Stamford. From there, by way of the River 
Welland, south to Haverberge (Harborough) and from there by way of the highway to 
the stream of Maydwell, thus, by way of the same stream, east, right up to the walls 
of Northampton. 

The effects of assarting, the granting out of the forest of tracts of land and the selling off of 
forest land as a source of revenue, caused a further perambulation to be made in 1299. This was 
confirmed at Lincoln in 1301 disafforesting all land outside its bounds. This much contracted 
perambulation excluded most of the southern part of Rockingham Forest, leaving three main 
areas of woodland within the districts ofRockingham, Brigstock and Kings Cliffe. The districts, 
or bailiwicks of Rockingham and Brigstock, which for administrative purposes were usually 
combined, contained the villages and lands of Rockingham, Cor by, Pipewell, Great Oakley, 
Little Oakley, Barford, Little Weldon, Geddington, Brigstock, Gretton, Grafton and Stanion. 
Cliffe, or Clyve Bailiwick, took in this village together with Laxton, Duddington, Apethorpe, 
Fotheringhay, Hale, Yarwell and Nassington. Many outlying woods and fields of adjacent 
villages were also within the perambulation, but the property of religious houses, though 
within the limits of the forest, was specifically excluded. 

In 1637 the forest bounds reverted to those of 1286, when Charles I reimposed the long 
disused forest laws in an effort to raise cash from the fines of forest offenders. Discontent over 
this was loudly voiced by farmers and landowners, bringing about a further perambulation in 
I 64 I, 3 which caused the bounds of I 299 to shrink even further. 

The extent of the forest was delineated by "unremovable marks, meres and boundaries", 4 

usually permanent features such as property or parish boundaries, streams, roads, hedges or 
wood boundaries. These were known "by matter of record or else by prescription". 

1 For perambulations of Salcey and Whittlewood 
Forests see G. Baker The History and Antiquities of the 
County of Northampton, 1822-30, Vol. II, p. 75· 
Northants Record Office Bru Exxiv g. 

2 C. Wise Rockingham Castle and the Watsons, 1891 , 
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p. 129. 
3 This perambulation is printed in Wise, ibid., 

p. 1 54-9· 
4 J. Man wood A Treatise and Discourse of the Laws 

of the Forest, I 598. 
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FIG. 1. ROCKINGHAM FOREST IN 1299 

A copy of the perambulation of 1299 survives in the Northamptonshire Record Office 5 and 
a free translation of this is given below. It gives a wealth of topographical detail and many of 
the names can still be found on the latest Ordnance Survey maps. It also paints a vivid picture 
of the north Northamptonshire landscape in the 13th century. An apparently heavily wooded 
landscape with numerous hedged enclosures, yet already mainly agricultural with extensive 
open fields. 

The bounds of Rockingham Forest begin at Brymingforthe 6 on the banks of the 
Welland, and so ascending the road leading from Rockingham towards Carlton, and 
so between the two hedges 7 (hayas) as far as Fildenewaye that leads to White Cross 
(alba cruce). And so from alba cruce to Harpersbrook including those ditches that are 
called Smalgres, and so following the Harpers brook through the Abbey of Pipewell 
including the wood of the king, called Kyngesgrove together with the assart called 
Harberwe 8 belonging to the kings vill ofBarford together with the vill ofBarford and 

5 N.R.O. Bru Exxiv g. This is in fact a copy in 
Latin, made in 1634. It is completely unpunctuated 
and there are numerous omissions and incomplete 
words. A minimum of punctuation has been added 
here, and only the spelling of a few well known place 
names have been changed. 

6 This is the point where the small stream from 
Rockingham Park joins the Welland to the west of 
Rockingham. N.R.O. map Bru 126. 

7 These hedges survive as the bridle way that 

leaves the A427 Harborough-Corby Road in a S.E. 
direction from a point close to the Middleton turn 
(Grid ref. SP 84248g6o). This was known as Middle
ton Lane in 1641. 

s Hare brow was one of the three parcels of waste
land in Rushton parish that Edward 1st granted to 
the townsmen of Barford in 1285. Bridges, Vol. II, 
p. 73· N.R.O. Maps 5064 & 345 of Rush ton show an 
area of assarts near the Pipewell boundary, with a 
"Kings Close" nearby. 
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PLATE r. THE FOREST BOUNDARY LEADING BETWEEN TWO ANCIENT HEDGES 
TO THE FILDENWAYE. (Photo. B. Bellamy) 

its district, and so following the Harpers brook as far as Risnebrigge. 9 And from 
Risnebrigge towards Hochenehay excluding the wood of Henry de Tychmersh10 of 
the Honour ofHuntyngdon. And so to Hecheneash11 and then to the banks of the Ise. 
And so following the river bank as far as the mill of Bowgton up to Banecrosheved12 

including the vill of Geytington and the mill of Bowgton, and so up to the stream 
between Stereslee13 and the wood of Werketon14 following the stream to the district 
of Grafton. And so including the vill of Grafton and including the wood called 
Boleswyk or Baleswyk and also the wood of Burton. And then as far as the boundary 
of the BurtonbrokeY And so the Burtonbroke as far as Robleswood, then following 
the bounds as far as Balacre. And so including the aforesaid wood in the kings manor, 
and so excluding the wood ofCrickele_and the wood ofHugonis Daundelyn16 and the 
wood ofJohn de Ver and the wood ofTwywell up to Plymeweleheved17

, and then up 

9 Risingbridge, the Harpers B~ook cross~ng of t?e 
A43 between Stanion and Geddmgton, still carnes 
this name. Places still referred to on modern Ord-
nance Survey maps, hereinafter denoted O.S. . 

10 Henry de Tichmarsh was Lord of Newton m 
1316 and held the lands ofthe Honour ofHuntington. 
Bridges, Vol. II, p. 322. 

11 A map in Bough ton House, dated I 604, shows a 
Hechene Hedge at a point on what was once the 
parish boundary of Geddington and Little Oakley at 
SP 89208478. North of this the boundary is marked 
"Kings Meare", which plainly alludes to the forest 
boundary. Further to the south, an area of woodland 
which survives today as Newton Spinney, is marked, 
"The wood of Henry de Titchmarsh, supposed". 
In a document in the Public Record Office (E I 78/ 
4318), Hochenehay & Hecheneash are Heathene 
Hegg & Heathen Ash. 

1 2 In the perambulation of 1641 this is known as 
Bancrofts, it also gives its name to a group of medieval 

assarts in this part of Geddington parish, called 
Bancrofts Closes. Names that are found in an altered 
form in the perambulation of 1641 are hereafter 
denoted (1641 ) . 

13 This is probably the "Kings wood of Dereslegh 
within the bounds of Geddington Forest", Close Rolls 
I 264-8. Later, Great & Little Daisley, shown on a 
map of 1728 (N.R.O. map 31 r r) as being in the SW 
corner of Brigstock Park. 

14 Warkton Wood Field. Boughton House, map of 
estate I7 r 4· 

15 Burton Brook is shown on the map of Brigstock 
Parks, I 728, and is the stream parallel to the Brig
stock boundary, between Grafton Park Wood and 
Ekens Copse . 

16 This was probably in Cranford as Hugo 
Daundlyn held land there in the 13th Century. 

17 Plum well, Brigstock Park r 728. Also, Plumwell 
Lawn N.R.O. map 1402-3. This then is in the area of 
Slipton Lodge. 
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PLATE 2. THE DITCH BETWEEN THE FIELD OF GLAPTHORN AND CARMLESTIBBING, 
with Carmlestibbing to the left and the Shortwood behind. (Photo. B. Bellamy) 

to Prestcroftheved and so to Folwayhatche then to Grysengate and so up to Wynne
crosheved, and so between Wynnecros and the wood of the king as far as the field of 
Southborugh (Sudborough) and so including the aforesaid wood all the way to the 
Trenche18 and then between Cotesle and the Snape19 which is outside, so the 
Harpersbrook as far as Walhohatche 20 and so including Brigstock Cotesle and the 
Drilee and the Walhohatche as far as Schelleye. 21 And next up to Swettokesleye and 
so including Boleax, Oxenhawe, Langrehull, Farmingeshawe 22 and Oldelourd. And 
so excluding Soutborugh, Luffwyk (Lowick), Aldewyncle and Wadenho and their 
woods and from Swettokesleye right up to the garden of Andree de Lyvedene and the 
boundary includes his assart all the way to the wood of the king, called Swynehawe 
and so through the old ditch up to Foxmedebroke and from there leading as far as 
Sandeleyes. And so up to Beneske ... ? And so right up to Bulderston Rode and 
including the Castle of Benifeld together with a yardland which Robert le Megre 
held with the wood called Banneho 23 eastwards and from the Bilderston Rode right 
up to Wrenni:mere leading between the kings wood and Cotechikk 24 as far as 
Sterrilond. And from Sterrilond following the boundary between Stanion and Great 
Weldon. And next between-the wood ofStanion and Grestonhawe 25 and so including 
Grestonhawe and five yardlands in the manor of Stanion belonging to the kings 

18 Trench, a riding or clearing made for safety & 
travel. 

• 
19 Between 1327-30 Simon de Drayton was granted 

hcense to empark certain lands within Rockingham 
Forest, also 20 acres called Wynestros, adjoining 
these lands but outside the bounds of the forest. 
These lands were said to extend from Plumwell to 
the Snape (Snapes Wood, O.S. ) and from Gotesle 
to Lound (Round Lown Wood, O.S. ) . N.R.O. map 
1402-3 of Drayton Park firmly places this area to the 
west of Sudborough. There are many references to 

the wood of Gotesleye in the Close Rolls between 
1241 and 1272 . 

20 Wallow Hatch (1641 ) Wallow Lane Close, 
N.R.O. map of Brigstock Fields, 1723. SP 955833. 

21 Cherry Lap (164I ) and O.S. 
22 Bullicks Wood, O.S. Oxen Wood O.S. Lang 

Hill Lodge. O.S. Fermyn Woods O.S. 
23 Banhaw Wood, O.S. 
24 Co thicke ( I 64 I ) Cowthick Plantation, 0. S. 
25 Grestinhawe, N.R.O. Brudenell Charters Ed.I. 

Grefin Furlong, N.R.O. Map of Stanion Fields I737· 
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manor of Brigstock. And so as far as Stanegate and so to Corbybrig 26 excluding the 
wood ofJohn de Stanion and the Corbybrygge, between the field ofCorby and Great 
Weldon including those of Weldon up to the wood of the Earl of Cornwall 27 then 
following the boundary that leads between the wood of the Earl of Cornwall and the 
wood ofFynesheved 28 as far as the stream that leads towards Deene, and so ascending 
the stream to Corbyhauhe so following the bounds between the woods of Corby and 
Deene as far as the Grettonbrok and so including the wood of Corby and the 
Grettonbrook between the field of Kirkeby and the wood of Gretton right up to 
Yrealhawe and so by way ofthe boundary excluding Yralhawe and up to le Hok 29 

then between the field ofKirkeby and the field ofBulwick and the woods ofGretton 
by way ofthe Old Ditches 30 as far as Henewykhawe. 31 And next leading between the 
fields ofGretton andHenewykhawe and so following through these between the fields 
ofGretton and Haringworth as far as the banks of the Welland and so including the 
vill and the woods of Gretton. 

Bounds of the Forest of Clyve, begin on the banks of the Welland by way of the 
bounds between the field of Gretton and the field of Haringworth leading between 
the woods of Haringworth and Gretton excluding the vill of Haringworth with the 
fields and woods. And so between the fields of Bulwick and Deene right up to 
Edyewod 32 excluding both districts and then following the bounds that lead to 
Pyssende. And next right up to Stanewode and so up to Stonebrege and then up to 
Rysenebrigg and so up to Morheyhegge33 and then between the field of Clive 
(Kings Cliffe) and the field ofBlathewyk as far as Whyteston34 and then right up to 
Alneydynge and so to Stelehul35 excluding the wood ofLyndewode36 with the Priory 
ofFynnesheved. And then toW ... myeford and so including the field ofLaxton with 
the wood and including that wood called Baswode that is in the Kings manor 
including the vill of Dodington (Duddington) and its fields and so to Dodington
forthe37 right up to Waylands and so to those bounds that lead between the field of 
Weston (Collyweston) and the field of Dodington and so to Culverwell38 and then 
right up to Cattesmere39 and so to the Hornedstock40 and so to the wood of John de 
Folkesworth excluding the aforesaid wood and next up to Cibbescros 41 and so up to 
the field of the vill ofWalmesford and so including the demesne wood of the lord king, 
of Easton. And so to Walmesford by way of the banks of the N ene including the vill 
ofYarwell and the vill ofNassington and the vill ofFoderingey right up to the field 
of Pyriho and so to Hoesinde4 2 excluding the wood of the Priory of Fynnesheved in 
Wode Neweton that is called Hawe with watergalle 43 and the manor and fields of the 
same Prioryu and excluding the aforesaid vill of the fee of Holt and Eketon and so 
through those ways that lead between the field of Suthwyk and the assart of 
Foderingey right up to Sky ... stade excluding the vill of Sothewik and then up to 
Elm Ryding4s and so to Totenhobrok46 and next up to the wood of John Doyli and so 
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26 This is the stream crossing on the A6 I I 6 to the 
east of Corby parish church. 

27 Edmund Earl of Cornwall held the manor of 
Rockingham in I272. 

37 Doddington Short, this was a waste within the 
forest that was assarted by the townsmen of Dudding
ton in 1362. 

28 Priors Hawe (I64I) Priors Hall, O.S. This is 
probably the Weldon Wood granted to the monks of 
Fineshade by the Earl of Cornwall. Bridges, Vol. II. 

29 Hook Gate (I64I). 
30 Long Lane (1641). 
31 Bulwick Wood (164I). 
32 Edge Woods (I641). 
33 Morehey Woods (I 64 I). 
34 Whyteston SP988970. 
35 Satehill (I 64 I), in Kings Cliffe parish. 
36 Lynn Wood, O.S. 

3 8 Cul vernelles (I 64 I ) . 
3 9 Cottesmore Coppice ( I 64 I) . 
40 Hornedstock in Easton on the Hill, O.S. 
41 Gibbes Crosse (I64I). 
42 The end of Howe Wood? 
43 Hall or Priors Hall with Watergalle (I64I) . 
44 The manor of Woodnewton was given to the 

monks of Fineshade by Henry Engaine. Bridges, 
Vol. II, p. 307. 

45 Alme Riding (I 641 ). 
46 Tottenhoe Lodge, O.S. 



308 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

between the wood ofthe said John which is excluded and the Shortewode47 right up 
to Bradeleye including the chases 48 of Pyriho and Apethorpe and next between the 
wood of the lord king and the wood ofWilliam de Kirkeby49 which is excluded by the 
bounds that lead to the wood of Glapthorn and then following the bounds that lead 
between the wood of the king and the wood of the Countess of Fife 5° and the wood of 
William Brown right up to Carmlestibbing. 51 And then through the ditch between 
the field of Glapthorn and Carmlestibbing up to Fretherikwellegate and so to 
Bomfeldhatche. 52 And then to Totenhoridying and so between the wood of John de 
Boill ... and the wood of Frendshawe53 right up to Undelespittes 54 and so to 
Horecros. 55 And then to Hawkesok56 and so together with the way that leads to 
Barnevilldrybing between Edywode and Thorpword 57 including Edywode. 

Hopefully this perambulation will serve as a starting point for local historians and field
workers to carry out further research on the bounds of 1299. With the aid of maps, documents 
and diligent fieldwork it may be possible to define the extent of the forest with some degree of 
accuracy and place many more of the features mentioned. Plainly, in the intervening centuries 
various features will have long since disappeared but we should not be too surprised to find 
that the majority still survive, although under different guises. 

47 Short Wood, O.S. 
48 A chase was a tract of private woodland within 

the forest. 
49 William de Kirkeby held the manor of Cotter

stock until his death in I290. Bridges, Vol. II, p. 459· 
50 Wife of the Earl of Fife, .Lord of Glapthorn. 
51 Carmels Dibbing, Carbes Dibbing I 6o8, this 

was an ancient assart. N.R.O. Mise. Ledgers 141. 
52 Benefield Hatch (164I), formerly Tottenhoe. 

53 Frindshaw in Bigging in Oundell (I64I ). SP 
988908, now in Benefield parish. N.R.O. field name 
map. 

54 Oundles Pittes. In the I64I perambulation this 
is also in Biggin. The name probably refers to a 
quarry of some kind. 

55 Horse croft ( I 64 I ) . 
56 Hawkes Okes Coppy (164I ) . Hawekesok was in 

the area SP 973592IO. 
57 Thorp Wood in Deenethorpe, SP 970920. 
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THE BLACK DEATH 
IN THE HUNDRED OF HIGHAM FERRERS 

NORMAN GROOME 

The Black Death, as the bubonic plague came to be known, reached the South of England 
from the Continent in the early Autumn of I348. It spread from town to town, village to 
village, with alarming virulence, reaching Northamptonshire in the late Spring of I349· 
Estimates have put the overall death rate at one third of the population. Markets and fairs 
were abandoned, courts were not held, harvests were neglected, houses and lands were left 
vacant for warit of tenants, farm wages rose and prices felJ.l 

Most of the evidence of the number of deaths comes from the registers of institutions to 
vacant benefices in the Church which show that the mortality amongst the clergy was high, 
but in a few places Court Rolls exist which show the effect of the plague on the general 
population. At Higham Ferrers the records of the Borough Court are missing from July I 348 
to June I350 and none of the Manorial Rolls have survived for the year I349· There are, 
however, records of some of the Courts of the Hundred of Higham Ferrers in the Higham 
Ferrers Borough archives, which are deposited with the Northamptonshire Record Office at 
Delapre Abbey, Northampton. These consist of two manuscripts covering the Courts held 
during part of the first half of I 349· 

The Hundred was part of the Duchy of Lancaster estate and jurisdiction was exercised by 
the Steward in respect of Duchy tenants of those parts of the estate which had no Courts of 
their own. An exact definition of the jurisdiction can be found in the Pleas of Quo Warranto of 
twenty years earlier when jurisdiction was claimed in respect of the Duchy Manors in 
"Wollaston, Newton, Ecton, Mill Cotes, Cotes Bidun, Little Cotes, Easton Maudit, the vill of 
Strixton and the Duchy tenants in Irchester, Knuston, Raunds, Hargrave, Boseat and Ring
stead".2 It did not cover those Duchy holdings where the Courts had been granted away and 
so did not include Higham Ferrers Borough which had its own Court by Charter. 

The Court was held at Higham Ferrers every third Monday by the Steward or his Deputy 
with the assistance of Adam, the Bailiff of the Hundred, and the Clerks who kept the records. 
It dealt with debts, breach of contract, detention of goods, trespass to land and similar cases in 
which Duchy tenants were involved. Plaintiffs appeared in person or by attorney. Defendants 
were first summoned and if they did not attend and were not excused for good reason, were 
attached to appear by two sureties, or by distraint on their goods. Cases recorded involved 
parties from all over the Hundred, most Parishes being represented and some plaintiffs came 
from outside the area: John le Wodere was from Godmanchester and Henry Duston, Cord
wainer, from Northampton. Well known names appear; Richard Chamberlain who held the 
Bury Manor at Wollaston in right of his wife Katherine (formerly Berkeley) was sued by 
William Benetheton whose family also had a holding in Wollaston. Katherine's mother, 
Margery de Berkeley, was involved in a case brought by William de Nowers, Lord of the small 
Manor of Chester-By-Water. Cases proceeded from one Court to the next with tedious 
slowness, until they were abandoned or settled by agreement or the defendants brought to 
judgment. 

1 May McKisack The Fourteenth Century, r 959, 
p. 331 et. seq. 
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2 Pleas of Quo Warranto, Record Commissioners, 
r8r8, p. s8o. 
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The first of the two parchment skins which have survived contains the record of the Courts 
held on February 2nd and 23rd, 1349. On February 2nd 33 cases were listed involving 6o 
persons, some of whom were concerned in more than one. Only five were disposed of and the 
remaining 28, after receiving the appropriate order for attachment, distraint or adjournment, 
went forward to the next Court. Most of the plaintiffs appeared by attorney, and few of the 
defendants actually appeared in Court. News of the spread of the plague in the South had made 
people stay at home. However none of the cases had ended because of the death of a party. 

At the next Court, on February 23rd, there were 14 new cases to add to the 28 brought 
forward and 79 persons were now involved. The number of attendances was again low but 
there was no other indication that the business of the Court was slowing down. Three cases 
were abandoned and five were settled, leaving 34 to go on. One case was of special interest as it 
involved a partnership to purchase 40 quarters of salt for £4 at the previous Martinmas at 
Higham Ferrers and to sell it and divide the profit. If the parties survived the plague they 
would make a handsome profit. Many of the animals were left unattended by reason of the 
deaths of their owners and large numbers were slaughtered and salted down. The price of salt 
rose fourfold and although they could hardly have forseen what would happen the parties had 
made a good investment. 3 

The record of the next Court (on March 15th) is missing, and the parchment which 
contained it must also have included the major part of the Court on April 5th. One case was 
evidently too long for recording on the missing sheet and it appears at the beginning of the 
next one, which has survived. It concerns the seisure of a horse and mare at Ecton and a jury 
was summoned to decide it at the following Court on April 26th. The record then continues 
with details ofthe latter Court. Twenty cases had been disposed of at the missing Courts and a 
similar number of new ones had started so that there was again a full list. Once again there is 
no indication that any case had ended because of death or that business had slowed down. On 
April 26th there were still34 cases listed of which five were settled and 29 sent forward to May 
17th. Again few of the litigants attended. The jury in the Ecton case also failed to attend and 
were ordered to be summoned again for the next Court and were fined. 

In the three weeks before the next Court things changed disastrously. In the 29 cases which 
were left in the list 51 persons were involved, 43 men and 8 women. By May 17th no less than 
19 ofthem (17 men and 2 women), had died, including William the Clerk. When the new 
clerk went through the entries to make his list he wrote "obiit" over their names. In the Ecton 
jury case not only had both parties died, but also at least two of the jurymen. 

Anyone accustomed to the tedium of reading such Rolls, following cases from Court to 
Court, trying to extract a glimmer of interest here and there from the meagre details of the 
formal entries, will appreciate the horror of seeing one after another of these people who, in the 
reading, have become familiar acquaintances, struck down so dramatically. The lines of the 
old play come vividly to mind-

"One news came huddling on another, 
Of death, and death and death." 

The record of the Court on May 17th follows, in spite of the danger. None of the parties 
attended and ofthe original29 there were only eleven cases left. Two new ones were added and 
one was an action brought by Robert of Leicester against the Executors of John Paynel the 
Parson ofHigham Ferrers Church for the return of a cup. Robert appointed no less than three 
alternative attorneys, presumably in case any of them died and the executors also appointed an 
attorney, but after the Court Robert withdrew his action. Whether John Paynel had died of 
the plague is uncertain. His successor was Richard de Melburn who himself was replaced by 
June 1350, but the date of his appointment is not given and the date of John Paynel's death is 
not known. Of the other ten churches of the Hundred, Irchester, Hargrave, Strixton, Wollaston 

3 Philip Ziegler The Black Death, 1g6g, p. 237· 
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and Bozeat had new incumbents during the year and Strixton had two. It seems that at least 
half the Parishes lost their parsons. 4 

There is little local evidence to supplement the Hundred Roll and the Bishop's Register but 
the Register of William Wulston of Wollaston mentions Roger and Agnes Benetheton, the 
parents of John Benetheton, who became Vicar in I353· They were buried in the South porch 
of the church "being struck dead in the pestilence and in a single day placed there in a grave". 5 

One of the effects of the large death rate was illustrated at Raunds where in I 35 I much of the 
land escheated to the Duchy for want of tenants and the full burden of the rents fell on 
the remaining tenants. 6 

This Hundred Roll is a limited source to us~ to explain what happened in the first stages of 
the arrival of the Great Plague. Its geographical area is restricted; the litigants in the Court 
represented a limited sample of the population; and we can follow their fortunes for only a 
short period. Yet of this group of 51 adults it is possible to show that, within three weeks in 
early I 349, over one third died. In miniature we have here a graphic illustration of the 
virulence and force of the Black Death. 

4 John Bridges History and Antiquities of Northampton
shire, Vol. II, p. 157 et. seq. 

5 Register of William Wulston, Leicestershire 
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Hi~hgate House is a 17th Century Country House with facilities developed over 16 years of 
catering for management groups. 

There are private dining rooms and reception rooms in the main house. The Baronial Hall can 
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THE PROBATE INVENTORY OF AN EARLY 
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY NORTHAMPTON MERCER 

AND LINEN DRAPER 
MONA C. HARRISON 

On April 3oth 1625, there was buried at All Saints Church Mr. Edward Collis, a mercer and 
linen-draper ofNorthampton, Mayor of the borough in 1618. He was survived by a wife and 
seven children, all but one under the age of 20. Doubtless his funeral was a grand affair and 
attended by many of his fellow citizens. To Mr. Lewis, the Minister of All Saints, he left 10s., 
with a further 20s. for the poor of the parish. He had also left 10s. to St. Sepulchres; ss. to 
St. Giles and 3s. 4d. to St. Peters. He was a prosperous man leaving property in the Drapery, 
Abington Street, Butchers Street, and his eldest surviving daughter Mary got a "tenement ... 
called the Peacocke". His younger children inherited property in St. James, Duston and 
Moulton. Ursula, his widow, got "the house wherein we now dwell", as well as an orchard and 
a house in Newland. William his eldest son, who was 24, presumably carried on the business. 
He was executor together with his mother, the only other boy, Edward, being wyearsofage. 1 

On May I 9th I625, an Inventory was taken of the goods and chattels in the house and shop 
for purposes of probate. This makes interesting reading, giving a clear picture of the stock and 
possessions of a prosperous citizen in the early seventeenth century. 2 

A true note and inventorie of the goods and chattels of Mr Edward Collis late of the 
towne of Northampton, deceased, taken by Randole Burgins George Cricke 
Nathaniell Sharp and Thomas Pendlton the I9th May I625. 
Imprimis. In the shop. 
I 59 ells of Inderlings at 3/6 * 
243 ells of Inderlings at 4/- * 
284 ells of Inderlings at 5(- * 
I 26 ells of cloth at 7/6 * 
2I5 ells of cloth at 8/- * 
223 ells of cloth at g/6 * 
50 ells of cloth at I of- * 

265 ells of cloth at I I/- * 
I 79 ells of cloth at 12/- * 
I6o ells of cloth at I6/- * 
I IO ells of cloth at I8/- * 
49 yds of Heavcloth 8/6 * 
62 yds of brod sacking at 6/6 * 
79 yds of nar sacking at s/6 * 
49 oyle skins at wf- * 
IO bassill skins at 5/- * 
45 yds of troy canvas at 7/- * 
24 yds of linsy woolsy at g/- * 
34 yds of linsy woolsy at I2/- * 
55 yds oflinsy woolsy at I 3/- * 
30 lb of linen flax at g * 
32 lb of short hemp at 4 * 
30 lb of London Browne thred at 2 I * 

5 lb of packthred and hearthred at 6 * 
g pr of whalbone bodies at I 6 * 

19 pr ofwhalbone bodes at 2/-
1 Northamptonshire Record Office, Northants 

Wills. Book AV., 1621-1628, fo. 239· 
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2 - 6 - 4! 
4 - I - 0 

5 - I8 - 4 
3 - 18 - 9 
7 - 3 - 4 
8 - I6 - 6! 
2 - I - 8 

11 - 0- 11 

8 - 19 - 0 

10 - 13 - 4 
8 - 5 - 0 
I - I4 - 8! 
I - I3 - 7 
1 - 16 - 2·! 
2 - 0 - IO 
0 - 4 - 2 

I - 6 - 3 
0 - I8 - 0 
I - I4 - 0 

2 - I9 - 7 
I - 2 - 6 
0 - IO - 8 
2 - I2 - 6 
0 - 4 - 0 
0 - I2 - 0 

I - I8 - 0 
2 N.R.O., C. and D. testators, 315. 
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7 pr of whalbone bodes at 2/6 0 - IS - s 
2 peeces & a halfe offustian at 2"8/- per pce 3 - 10- 0 
3 peeces & a halfe offustian at IS/- pce 7 - I3 - 0 
7 grosse of thred & horn buttons at 6/- gr * 0 - 3 - 6 

I 2 grosse of silke buttons at 2/- I - 4- 0 
3 peeces & a halfe of wtt tuft fustian at 6/- 6 - 6 - 0 
2 peeces of paragon at 3£ a pce 6 - 0 - 0 

20 yds of say at ISd I - IS - 0 
34 yds of say at 20d 2 - I6 - s 
I5 yds & a halfe ofsay at 2/4 I - I6 - 2 
5 yds of say at 2(2 0 - I7 - 4 
7 butts of blu thred at 4s I - s - 0 

5 I yds of Dutch say at 3/6 s - IS - 6 
I I yds & halfe of sempeternum at 2j2 I - 3 - IO 
3 peece twisted say at 3S(- per peece 5 - I4 - 0 
3 peeces of Jelliboges at 40/- per peece 6 - 0 - 0 
3 peeces of nonsopretty at 2Sj- per pce 4 - 4- 0 
5 peeces of Rander bolter at 5/- I - 5 - 0 
2 peeces of fine bolter at gj- per 0 - IS - 0 

I I5 ells of wtt bolter at gj- per 2 - 6 - 3 
6o ells of browne cloth at 6/- * I - IO - 0 
SS ells of wtt cloth at 7/- * 3 - I6 - 0 

Remnats of blu linin at I I/- 0 - II - 0 

I63 - I4 - 6 

39 ells & a halfe of wtt ossenbrige at I od I - I2 - 6 
3 ell & halfe of lockram at I 2d 0 - 3 - 6 
I parsell of Inkle & thred & garlicks 3£ 3 - 0- 0 
I parsell of wtt thred at 55/- 2 - I5 - 0 

I 3 yds of Spanish satten at 3/S 2 - 7 - s 
Remnants of striped stuffe - 7/- 0 - 7 - 0 

I parsell of statute lace & finge 4£ 2~ 4- 2 - 0 
2 yds of tuftaffty at gf- per yd 0 - IS - 0 

20 yds of stuff for sleaves at 20s all I - 0 - 0 
IS yds of fustian at I4 * I - I - 0 
2S yds of bolster ticks at I 2 * I - 8- 0 

3 peeces of sackcloth at I Sj- per peece 2 - 14 - 0 
3S ells & ! of holland at 20 * 3 - 4- 2 
74 ells of holland at 2s 7 - s - 0 
24 ells & i of hollms at I 7 * I - IS - gt 
22 ells & i of hollm at 2/4 per 2 - I2 - 6 
37 ells of sleatia cloth at I 7 * 2 - 12 - 5 
20 ells of sleatia cloth at 20 * I - 13 - 4 
2S ells of sleatia cloth at 2/4 per 3 - 5 - 4 

7 ells of sleatia cloth at 22 * 0 - 12 - 10 
6 ells of sleatia cloth at 2/10 0 - 17 - 0 

26 ells of sleatia cloth at 2S per * I - 19 - 0 
2·5 ells & half of sleatia at 2s per 2 - II - 0 
58 ells of sleatia cloth at z6d per 3 - I7 - 4 

I parsell of callico & guives Inst 5£ ss 6d 5 - 5 - 6 
4 lb & ! of cutte silke at 2gs per 6 - IO - s 

27ydsofblulinineat 12 * I - 7 - 0 
6 yds of blu linine at 7 * 0 - 3 - 6 

26 ells of ell cloth at I 2 * I - 6 - 0 
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PLATE 1. THE BRASS (c164o) OF GEORGE COLES, 
a mercer and linen draper of Northampton of a generation or so later than Edward Collis. 

Coles and his two wives are modishly attired, as befits those engaged in one of the most 
profitable trades of the 17th century. It is in the church of St. Sepulchre. (Northamptonshire Libraries) 

13 yds of blu linine at IO * 0 - 10 - 0 
Bustia & stufe & silke & poynts 5£ 5 - 0 - 0 

38 yards of buffine at 9 * I - 8 - 6 
laces & candles & other smale weare 50s 2 - IO - 0 
Cruell & Inkell & Caddis & thred 3£ 3 - 0 - 0 

5 firkins of hony at 5£ 5 - 0 - 0 
2 peeces of Rayshigs canvas & other grosstice 5£ 6s 5 - 6 - 0 
I boxe oflawnes of divers sortes 6£ 7s 6 - 7 - 0 
I boxe of narro lawnes at 2£ 2 - 0- 0 
I boxe of vellett lace at 4£ 4- 0- 0 

I9 lb of silk lace at 26/- per lb 25 - 14 - 0 
8 peeces of lawne at 6/- per pc 2 - 8 - 0 
4 peeces & halfe of fustian at 26/- 5 - · 17 - 0 

72 elles of hollon at 20 per * 8 - 0 - 0 
32 ells of holland at 2/I per 3 - 6 - 8 
42 ell of hollan at 2/6 per 5 - 5 - 0 

I parsell of cambrick 8£ 8 - 0 - 0 
20 lb of peper & wax & other things 4£ 14s 4- 14 - 0 

19 ells & ! of hollen at 3/- per 2 - 18 - 6 
15 ells of hollen at 4/- per 3 - 0- 0 
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I box of ribbons of si}ke 5£ 
I parsell of pins 42s 
I parsell of sisters thred at 56s 

whalbone & papers & waytes & scales & marker 
& chests & other things 

5 -
2 -
2 -

7 -

I88 -

20 lb of whalbone at 6 per * 
I barrel of sope at 53s 
6 lb of paragon blu at 10d 

flax. brassell. rossen. blockwood. I 7s 
I bar of pytch 2 lb at 2s per 
I lb of tallow at 28d 
2 hogsheads. 2 tierces. I fatt. with other lumber. 

[*these items appear to have been costed in pence J 

In the matted chamber. 
I drawing table; I cort cubbert; 3 chairs; IO quishin stools; 

I bed; I joynt press. 
2 feather beds; 2 bolsters; 4 pillowes; I rugg; 3 blankets; 

5 curtains ; 1 flocke bed. 
I orris coverlet; 3 carpets; I cubbert cloth; I 2 quissings; 

I bearing cloth. 
6 gownes; 3 clokes & other apparrell. 
3 silver boules; I silver salt; I 8 silver spoons. 
I musket & head peece. 2 trunks. & other implements. 

In the chamber over the hall. 
I bed stead & trundle bed & foote pane. 2 tables. 

5 joynt stooles; I cubbert; 2 chests; I cheaire. 
2 flocke beds; I mattrice; 3 bolsters; 2 pillows; 2 coverletts; 

3 blankets ; 5 curtains & vallan 
I warming pan; I pr land irons & other implements 
I2 bord cloths; 7 dosen napkins; I8 pillobears; 30 pr sheets; 

4 cubbert cloths & other linnin 

In the hall. 
2 tables. 8 stools. 2 chaeries. I cubbert. 
I bible with other books; 30s. 8 quissins; 8 brasse cans ticks. 
I lb & 14 lb of pewter at 8s 4d; 3 basins ewers I ss. 
2 iron grates fire shovle & tongs & other implements. 

In the little kitchen. 
2 botles; I brasse pan; 30s. 8o lb pce brasse 4s per 26(8 
I brasse bason; 5 postnets; 3 dripping pans; 4 spitts. 
2 skimers. I chaffing dish & payles & mealer & other implements. 

In the parloare. 
I bed stead. I trundle bed. foote pane. I chest. 2 stools. 
I feather bed, 2 feather bolsters, 2 pillows & 2 rugg, 2 blankets. 
I pr curtatns & valiance, I warming pan with other implements. 
2 shuger loves & suger candy. 

In the great kitchin & chamber closet. 
2 bed steads, 2 chaeries, 2 chests & barrells. 
I table tubber & wood with other lumber. 

0 -
2 -
0 -

0 -
I -

2 -

5 -

7 -

7 -

40 -

I3 -
2 -

4 -

4 -
I -

I3 -

I -
2 -
4 -
0 -

2 -

I -
0 -

I -

5 -

0 -
I -

2 -
2 -

0 - 0 
2 - 0 

I6 - 0 

IO - 0 

5 - I I 

IQ - 0 
I3 - 0 
5 - 0 

I7 - 0 
IQ - 0 

5 - 0 

I2 - 0 

0 - 0 

5 - 0 
0 - 0 
0 - 0 
3 - 4 

0 - 0 

0 - 0 
3 - 0 

0 - 0 

IS - 0 
0 - 0 

Ig - 0 
IQ - 0 

I6 - 8 
2 - 0 

13 - 4 

IO - 0 
0 - 0 
6 - 0 
0 - 0 

0 - 0 
IQ - 0 
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In the stable. 
2 lb ofhops; 4£· timber & bord & lath 4£· 8 0 0 

corn, 3£. hay & coles & wood & other lumber. 4 6 8 
Debts spearate 190 4 0 
Debts desperate 99 16 0 
I Ready Mony Inst. 62 0 0 

498 0 0 

Sum total 85o 0 5! 

Witnessed by Randr.lle Burggins, George Cricke, Nathaniell Sharp, Thomas Pindleton. 

MATERIALS IN THE SHOP: A GLOSSARY 

Bassill: tanned sheepskin. 
Bolster Tick: linen for bolsters or pillowslips (pillowbeares). 
Bol ter: coarse cloth for sieves. 
Buffin : inferior cam let; coarse woollen cloth. 
Bustia: cotton cloth. 
Caddis: woven tape; coarse serge. 
Calico: weft of cotton, warp of linen; cotton cloth. 
Cambric: fine linen. 
Candlewick: cloth for servants clothes. 
Canvas: coarse linen. 
Crewel: two-threaded worsted yarn. 
Fustian: coarse twilled cloth with linen warp and cotton weft. Tuft Fustian: with a "pile". 
Garlicks: linen from Silesia. 
Hair Thread: very fine thread; hair made into thread. 
Hollands: fine linen from Holland. 
Hollmes: a kind of fustian made in Germany. 
lnderlings: coarse hempen cloth. 
lnkle: linen tape for binding. 
J ellybag: cheesecloth or flannel; nightcap of knitted silk. 
Lawn: fine cambric. 
Linen: fabric of flax. 
Linsey-Woolsey: oflinen and wool; warp of thread, weft ofworsted. 
Lockeram: coarse linen for shirts and smocks. 
Nonsopretty: linen tape with woven colours; decorative braid. 
Ossenbrig: a German linen. 
Packthread: coarse thread for sewing packages. 
Paragon: double camlet. 
Poynts: ties for clothes. 
Sackcloth: hempen material coarser than canvas. 
Satin: twilled silk. 
Say: thin woollen serge; light twilled fabric of wool and silk. 
Sempiternum: twilled woollen stuff. 
Serge: loosely woven twilled worsted. 
Silk: product of silkworms. 
Sister's Thread: fine white thread for netting and lace, made in convents. 
Sleasia: fine linen. 
Sleave: floss silk. 
Statute Lace: lace woven according to the statute of the year; probably a native-made lace for those 

forbidden to wear foreign lace. 
Stuff: worsteds of long or combed wool. 
Taffeta: glossy silk. 
Tufttaffety: taffeta with the pile left on. 
Thread: of twisted flax or cotton. 
Thread Button: cotton threads over a wire ring. 
Velvet: silk fabric with short thick pile. 
Whalebone Body: stiffened bodice. 
Worsted: long-stapled wool. 
Woollen: short-stapled wool. 
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LYVEDEN NEW BIELD 

-- -·-, ---- - - ------. -· - ·-·-· -- ----

a meditation on the inscriptions 
on Sir Thomas Tresham's 

summer-house 

JESUS MUNDI SALUS 
this willow-world shall be my sanctuary, 
this house a quiet retreat from a hostile state 

GAUDE MATER VIRGO MARIA 
for what else in this world can I rejoice? 
my wealth a fine, my body 
perennial hostage to my faith? 

JESUS BEATUS VENTER QUITE PORTAVIT 
what rejoicing can there be 
for one born to imprisonment? 

MARIA VIRGO SPONSA INNUPTA 
how shall blessings spring from slime and dung? 

BENEDIXIT TE DEUS IN AETERNUM MARIA 
who would not grieve and say 
that God had cursed him forever? 

ET IPSE FUNDAVIT EAM ALTISSIMUS 
but in praise of His Passion, 
the Man of the Trinity, 
I have raised this prayer to the sky 

VERBUM AUTEM CRUCIS PEREUNTIBUS QUIDEM STULTITIA EST 
words are fragile, treacherous: 
this stone, no sneak-thief, shall be 
my monument. 

MIHI AUTEM ABSIT GLORIARI NISI IN CRUCE DOMINI NOSTRI XP 
God forbid that I should glory 
save in the Cross of His Son 

TREVOR HOLD 
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