
SOME SEVENTEENTH CENTURY NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

SCHOOLS 

D. K. SHEARING 

The still unpublished Christopher Wase manuscripts housed at the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 
are an invaluable source of information for the historian of seventeenth century education. 1 

Some interesting light is shed on the early days of Kettering Grammar School 2 by con
scientious Wase correspondent Thomas Leigh of Bishop's Stortford in a letter dated 19 July 
I 676, which runs in part: 

Mr. Fowler ye present master tells me that ye Royalty of Kettering upon ye death of ye 
Lord Parre of Horton (I think) reverted to ye Crowne, and Queen Elizabeth let a lease 
thereof for 32 years, assigning therein ye rents of certain houses of £22 per annum to 
maintain a schoolmaster; ye said lease was renewed in King J ames's time and expired 
about 14 years ago ne. Ye said King gave ye reversion to his son Prince Charles and he 
preferring to sell it, ye Town imploy'd IO men to buy it out for ye town in general; but 
those 10 bought it for themselves and had it granted without any exception of ye school 
rents. So that on ye expiring ofye later lease, ye school master's maintenance would have 
ceased, but that they cannot (and never may they) find ye original grant of ye Prince, 
and so Mr. Fowler now injoys ye said rents who is also rector ofKettering, if that may be 
called a Rectory that hath neither great nor small tithes, nor ye perquisites of marriages, 
burials as ye Lord of Rocking ham hath now 6 parts of ye I o in to which ye Lordship was 
parcelled upon ye foresaid fraudulent purchase and so hath ye nomination of ye master, 
as well as presentation of ye Rector, who commonly are one and ye same person. 3 

In a second illuminating communication, Leigh conveyed gossip touching Geddington 
School, erected in 1635· Referring to its founder Sir Robert Dallington as "ye much corn
mended Author of Aphorisms Civil and Military", he continued: 

He had intentions to indow it with £20 per annum but they were strangely diverted. 
Some say ye neighbouring gentry discouraged it, not being willing poor people's children 
(that would have been taught free) should mix with theirs in that then most famous 
school of all ye countrey. Others say Mr. Chaloner (who was afterward Master of 
Shrewsbury School) ye then master, thinking if it were made free it would proove lesse 
advantageous to him, dissuaded ye indowing of it in his time; however it is not indowed. 4 

Wherever the fault lay, the problems of operating without a guaranteed income must 
have contributed greatly to the school's demise. 5 

Inadvertently, Wase was discovering the truth of assertions that school monies were 
regularly misappropriated. His contemporary, the opportunist pamphleteer Marchamont 
Nedham lauded past generations for making 'very fair and honourable' educational provision, 

1 The Northamptonshire papers formed the basis of 
an article by the writer in the Northampton and County 
Independent (May 1977.) pp. 61-3. For further discussion 
of the collection as a whole see Chapter 2, W. A. L. 
Vincent, The Grammar Schools; Their Continuing 
Tradition, I66o-1714. (1969) . 

2 This subject has aroused recent speculatiOn. See 
B. A. York, 'The origins of K ettering Grammar 
School,' Northamptonshire Past and Present (Vol. VI., 

no. I. 1978) pp. 21-7, and D. K. Shearing, 'Kettering 
schoolmasters in the Tudor and Stuart period', 
Northamptonshire Past and Present (Vol. VI., no. 2. 1979) 
pp. 81-2. 

3 Bodl. Lib. ref. ccc. 390. OXON Vol. 2. ff.75-6. 
4 CCC. 390. OXON. Vol. 2. ff.86f7· 
5 No additional Geddington masters before 1700 

have been found in the Peterborough Diocesan 
Subscription and Visitation Books. 
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then asked, "But what do we add to our forefathers' stock?" By way of answer he went on: 
The Trustees and Governors .. . share the improvements amongst themselves, take all 
above the Salary for lawful prize and leave the Master to the bare old allowance, not
withstanding the vast increase of the old rents. So that by this means . .. lay men run 
away with the incouragements of learning and receive the rewards of the Master's 
industry. 6 

Conversely, Abthorpe's master Humphrey Nicoll was pleased to inform Wase that he 
was sustained in his work by several noble patrons including "Henry Carter of Paulerspury, 
Gent; Sir William Ffermor of Easton N eston and My Lord Waineman of Brackley". Having 
confirmed that his school was built in 1642, Nicholl elaborated, a trifle immodestly: 

The precedent schoole masters (I speake it not obliquely to praise myself) were so illiterate 
that their names may well be dormant with themselves in oblivion. For myself I have been 
35 years a schoole master; here 35 years; my imployment never?-; my success, my 
scholars regularly entered in both universities is manifest. 7 

It is useful to learn that he was not the village's first master-although no names of 
predecessors have yet surfaced-and also his length of tenure in office. Previous knowledge of 
the man was confined to his August 1662 subscription to a declaration of conformity to Church 
of England liturgy. s 

The Wase Papers enable us too, to fill in gaps in lists ofmasters which occur particularly 
in the Interregnum period for which there are, of course, no Church of England records. For 
instance, we are indebted to Thomas Leigh for two new names regarding Latham's School, 
Barnwell, viz. Robert Hipwell and David Brownstone who were appointed in 1645 and 1657 
respectively.9 At the King's School within Peterborough cathedral similarly, according to 
Robert Smyth the Headteacher in September 1675, a Mr. Firth held sway for a time during 
the troubled years. 1o 

In a letter packed with diverse snippets, "R. Richardson of Clipston" informed Wase in 
January 1675/6 that despite Brixworth boasting "a schoolhouse lately built by ye Lords but 
without endowment", a few children from that parish journeyed daily to Scaldwell church 
where Samuel Cook taught. Here was no separate schoolroom, "nor like to be." 11 Probably 
skilled in his profession, Cook was the son of a Doddington husbandman and a graduate of 
St. John's College, Cambridge. 12 It is tempting to think that this correspondent was the 
accomplished acquaintance of Wase, Richard Richardson, Vicar of Brixworth, I663-qoo, 
and private tutor to young Thomas Isham.13 

A Kettering resident, Mr. H. Perkins, placed local schools familiar to him in rank order 
consistent with size of stipend given. At "lately erected" Duddington, the master was paid 
£10; Burton Latimer, Little Harrowden (for pupils from Orlingbury also) and Pytchley 
(attended by children from Broughton and Isham) each paid £2o; this was the sum allowed 
to the Guilsborough usher or under-master, while the Headmaster received a grand £50. 14 

One occupant of the last-named post, a Mr. Whitelaw, was occasionally invited to Lamport 
Hall for dinner in 1671.15 The Diary sub-editors have conjectured: 

Whitelaw is a name from Scotland and there were several men of this name, graduates of 
Scottish universities, who might fit; David, son of a burgess of Glasgow, matriculated at 

6 See 'A discourse concerning schools and school
masters,' (1663) in W. H. Dunham and S. Pargellis 
(Eds.) Complaint and Reform in England, I436-r7I4. 
(Oxford 1938.) pp. 709-10. 

7 CCC. 390. OXON. Vol. 2. ff.72/3. 
s Subscription Book I . fi I. He is mentioned by H . I. 

Longden, Northamptonshire and Rutland Clergy, rsoo
I900. (I6 Vol., Northampton I939-I943 ·) Vol. IO. 
p. 75· 

9 CCC. 390. OXON. Vol. 2. ff.75-6. 

10 CCC. 390. OXON. Vol. 2. ff.g3-4. 
11 CCC. 390. OXON. Vol. 2. ff.95-6. 
12 Sir G. Isham (Gen. Ed.) The Diary of Thomas 

!sham of Lamport, r67r-r673· (Farnborough 1971.) 
p. 87. 

13 ibid., pp. I6, 75, 321; Longden, op. cit., Vol. II. 
p. 195· 

14 CCC. 390. OXON. Vol. 3· ff.194/4. 
15 The Diary, p . 71. 
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PLATEr. AN OLD 1 ORTHAMPTO SHIRE GRAMMAR SCHOOL, COURTEE HALL, 
founded before 1593. This building, a converted farmhouse, was erected under the bequest of 

Sir Samueljones, who died in 1672. (Northamptonshire Libraries) 
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Glasgow University in I643; there are also Isaac ( I645) and J oannes ( I64o) but all these 
are rather early in date; Jacobus Whitelaw, a graduate of Edinburgh University in 
I 663 ... is the likeliest person ... 1 6 

He was in fact called David, present at eight episcopal or achidiaconal visitations 
beginning May I 671. In April 167 5 his name was crossed through by the scribe.1 7 

Wase was told little-indeed, he did not ask-about teaching methods and school routine. 
Seventeenth century masters normally availed themselves of a good manual and closely 
followed the advice proffered. 1 8 Yet the original Rule Book of Aynho Grammar School, 
founded by the Cartwrights around the time of the Wase enquiry, paints a clear picture of 
procedure and ought to be more widely known. Probably written by John Cartwright in 
pursuance of his mother's will, it stipulated that 20 scholars be grounded in reading and 
writing the mother tongue, arithmetic, then Latin and Greek. A selection of the 27 Rules is 
reproduced: 

1. The master to be chosen by John Cartwright and afterwards by his heirs "to ye end of ye 
world". 

3· The scholars should be "sons of those yt are well known, unable to pay for their schooling 
and will be careful to send them constantly". 

16 ibid., p. 70 . 
17 Visitation Book 8, ff. 76r, 88v, 97v, 109v, r26r, 

132r, 143r, 154v, r68v. 

Is Typical, and surprisingly modern, is C. Hoole, A 
new D iscovery of the old art of T eaching Schoole ( r 66o) Ed. 
E. T . Campagnac (1913). 
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5· The entrance fee to be sixpence. 
7· Thursdays and Saturdays to be half holidays. 
8. The master "shall not use any unlawful or unfit punishment or correction, as striking 

with ye fist, plucking by ye hair etc.". 
I 3· The boys "shall abstain from all unlawful games, sports or recreations as also from 
fighting, quarrelling or bargaining, from lying, swearing or stealing, from climbing trees or any 
high place for nests, apples etc. from washing18 A except 5 or 6 more be present if under ye age 
of I4". 
I4. If any gentleman shall give money "for buying books, presenting schollers to university, 
or setting them apprentice", the free boys to have first chance. 
I 5· The scholars shall learn a part of the catechism weekly. 
I6. The scholars shall go to Church each Sunday, sit together, write out the sermon and 
repeat next morning. 
I 8. The bell to be rung at 6 a. m. from Candlemas to Michaelmas and at 7 a. m. outside this 
period. 
20. School prayers to be said daily. 
21. Those scholars "which learn Virgil, Homer etc. shall speak Latin continually in and 
about or near ye school". 
23. The scholars "shall never come with their hands and face unwashed, their hayre un
combed". 
26. The scholars shall contribute towards a fire in winter, either fuel or money. 
27. The master to be allowed to take in fee-payers above the foundation 20.19 

The earliest Aynho master traced is William Basset, B.A., who subscribed in December 
1665.20 

Having amassed a wealth of statistical data, Wase argued the case for strengthening the 
Grammar School system. 21 His respectable objective had been shared by such as Samuel 
Heart ofBozeat who stated in June 1674: 

I can presage in some measure ye excellent end wherewith this your labour and zeal may 
be crowned with, for if ye design in its swaddling cloathes and while yet in ye sheets thus 
rake and call up ye remembrance of that which ignorance and designe had conspired 
themselves to have soe deepely buried and soe darkely hid, I cannot feel but its maturity 
and full growth may crowne you with praise, and ye Church and State much comfort 
bring your own everlasting name and honour.22 

The book's material, however, was so innocuous as to be a disappointment. Certainly 
there were many influential people in the land who had reason to fear publicity. On conten
tious matters therefore, Wase decided to maintain a discreet silence. 

1SA Washing was presumably bathing or swimming. 
19 N.R.O., Document ZA. 4556. 
20 Subscription Book 2 (unfol.). 

2 1 Considerations Concerning Free Schools as Settled in 
England. (Oxford 1678) . 

2 2 CCC. 390. OXON. Vol. 2.f.ro1. 



THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COMMISSION OF THE PEACE 

(1702) AND PARLIAMENTARY POLLS (1702, 1705) 
JAMES ALSOP 

LISTS OF THE COMMISSION OF THE PEACE AT THE DEATH OF WILLIAM m 
It is well known that the sources revealing the composition of the commissions of the peace 
during the eighteenth century are scarce and fragmentary. 1 It is therefore worthwhile to 
note the existence of two related manuscript accounts of the Northamptonshire commission 
as it stood at the death of William Ill in 1702. The first of these is the previously known libri 
pacis which was drawn up for all the commissions throughout England in April 1702 for the 
Queen.2 It names eighty members of the Northamptonshire commission, besides the unspeci
fied attorney-general, solicitor-general, and the membership of the Privy Council. a Associated 
with this document is a previously unused manuscript contained in the papers of Charles 
Spencer, third Earl of Sunderland, which is entitled "The Names of the Justices of the Peace 
resident in the County of Northampton that were in the Commission the last Year of King 
Williams Reign". 4 This lists seventy-eight justices of the peace who were classed as residing 
within the county. 

In spite of some differences between the two documents it is obvious that they were 
closely related and were presumably composed from the same source. Seventy-six of the 
names are found on both lists. The Sunderland paper omits only four of the eighty justices 
specified in the libri pacis (Richard Cumberland, Bishop of Peterborough, William Lord 
FitzWilliam, Sir Thomas Middleton, and Sir John Aubrey). It also includes Robert, Earl of 
Sunderland and Ralph, Earl of Montagu who are not named in the libri pacis, being included 
among the unspecified members of the whole Privy Council. The order of the justices is 
identical in the two lists, with the exception of the baronets Sir Caesar Child and Sir Richard 
Newman, whose names are reversed in Sunderland's paper because Child was forgotten and 
later added to the end of the section for baronets. Several individuals in the libri pacis were also 
added between the lines after the document was composed: the Bishop of Peterborough, Sir 
Edward Ward, Sir John Blencowe. The last two are in their proper places in Sunderland's list. 
Further proof of the common origin of the two documents lies in the fact that they both omit 
the Christian name of "Clarke of Dorthapp". Moreover, the libri pacis included the places of 
residence for nine of the justices and three of these were carried over onto Sunderland's docu
ment (Lee, Clarke, and Winston), although the others were dropped. Both lists also divide the 
justices, after the first section for peers, law officers, etc., into baronets, knights, and esquires. 
This is plainest in the Sunderland paper, where right-hand brackets denote each unit; the 
libri pacis merely has the degree entered beside the name of the last justice in each of the three 
categories. Whereas the libri pacis is neatly written and in English, the list of resident justices is 
in an untidy hand and, with the exception of the heading, in Latin. 

An amalgamated version of these two lists is printed below. The libri pacis was taken as the 
basis for this, and is reproduced in full for Northamptonshire. An asterisk indicates that the 

1 L. K. J. Glassey and Norma Landau, 'The 
Commission of the Peace in the Eighteenth Century: A 
New Source', Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Re
search, XLV (I972), 247-8. 

z Ibid., 248. 
J British Library, Harleian Ms. 75I2, fos. 40-1. 
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4 The Sunderland manuscripts form part of the 
Blenheim Papers which have recently been acquired by 
the British Library. The references cited are to the 
Additional Manuscript volumes, with the previous 
Blenheim Palace citations included in parenthesis. The 
commission is in Add. Ms. 6 I, 6 I I, fos. I 73-4 (Blenheim 
Palace file D 2 f 10). 
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name also appears on Sunderland's list of resident justices. The Earls of Sunderland and 
Montagu, who as Privy Councillors were not spedified in the libri pacis, have been inserted in 
the appropriate place in square brackets. 

The commission at the death of William Ill 
* George Earle of Northampton 
* Charles Earle of Peterborough 
* [Robert Earl of Sunderland] 
* [Ralph Earl of Montague] 
* Lyonell Earle of Dysert 
* Henry Viscount Longueville 
* Christopher Viscount Hatton Custos 

Rotulorum 
* Henry Viscount Obrien 

Richard Bishop of Peterborough [added 
later to libri pacis] 

* Lewis Lord Rockingham 
* William Lord Lempster 

William Lord Fitz Williams 
* Sir Edward Ward Knt. [added later to 

libri pacis] 
* Sir John Blencowe Knt. [added later to 

libri pacis] 
* Sidney Wortley alias Montague Esquire 
* William Montagu Sergant att Law 
* Sir Robert Hesilrige 
* Sir Justinian I sham 
* Sir Roger Cave 
* Sir Erasmus Norwich 
* Sir John Langham 
* Sir James Robinson 
* Sir St. An drew St. John 
* Sir Mathew Dudley 
* Sir Cesar Child [placed after N ewman in 

the Sunderland list] 
* Sir Richard N ewman Barronetts 
* Sir William Craven 
* Sir John Briscoe 

Sir Thomas Middleton 
Sir John Aubrey Knights 

* Sir Salathiell Lovell Knight the late Kings 
Serjeant at Law and Recorder ofLondon 

* Thomas Andrew 
* Richard Rainsford 
* John Parkhurst 
* Henry Edwards 
* Francis Arundell 
* William Thursby 
* Thomas Cartwright of Aynhoe 
* Edward Stratford 
* Thomas Colthurst 

* Tobias Chancy 
* Ralph Freeman the Younger 
* Francis St. John 
* John Creswell 
* Robert Maunsell 
* Thomas Ekins of Rushden 
* Francis Morgan 
* William Adams 
* William Lisle 
* Richard Butler 
* John Bridges 
* John Cl en don 
* Thomas Thorn ton of Brockhall 
* Charles Kir kham 
* Henry Rushton 
*John Lynn 
* Gerrard Gore 
* Elmas Steward 
*John Weaver 
* Moses Buthurst 
* Richard Kinnesman 
* Thomas Langham 
* Samuell Tryon 
* John Creed . 
* Gilbert Dolben 
* William Botler 
* William Ward of Houghton 
* Henry Benson 
* William Lee of Cold Ashby 
* Charles How 
* William Ives 
* Charles Tryon 
* Harvey Ekins 
*John Allicock 
* Thomas Hanbury of Kilmarsh 
* Edward Ladkins 
* Christopher Montagu 
* Charles Egerton 
* Thomas Maydwell of Geddington 
* Thomas Deacon 
* Clarke of Dorthapp 
* John Winston of Everdon Esquires 
The Lords and others of his late Majesties 
most Honourable Privy Council his said late 
Majesties Attorney and Sollicitor Generall. 
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THE PARLIAMENTARY POLLS OF 1702 AND 1705 

The parliamentary elections of July I 702 and May 1705 took place in an important period of 
political strife, and several new manuscripts have been discovered which supplement Eric 
Forrester's detailed study of this topic. 5 Both electiom were particularly hard fought, with the 
veteran Tories Sir Justinian Isham and Thomas Cartwright being returned with small 
majorities over their Whig opponents. 6 The latter were Charles Spencer, son and heir appar
ent of the second Earl of Sunderland, and Sir St. Andrew St. John in the first election, and 
St. John and the Earl of Peterborough's sJn Lord Mordaunt in the second. The Spencer 
family had extensive political influence in the county and it is not surprising that this new 
information is contained in the private papers of the third Earl of Sunderland who, as Lord 
Spencer, had contested the I 702 election unsuccessfully. 

The most important document is a manuscript copy of the election polls for both contests, 
which is printed below. 7 This is a summary of the complete polls, providing for each hundred 
the total number offreeholders, with those who voted Whig, those who voted Tory, and those 
who mixed their votes. It is readily apparent that this is based upon the detailed results 
published for both electiom in London in I 705. 8 The value of this summary is three-fold . In 
the first place, it is a contemporary manuscript source which can be used to substantiate the 
published version; the only manuscript account available to Forrester was the much later I 748 
Election Book. 9 Secondly, it provides convenient totals for each hundred, east and west 
Northamptonshire, and the county. The published results do not include any of these figures; 
they must be laboriously calculated by hand. In this context, it is noteworthy that the total 
number of freemen eligible to vote in the elections was put at 6,304, while those who were 
polled totalled 4,5 I 7 and 4,876, respectively. This is considerably higher than the estimate of 
4,000 voters for the county which currently represents the best ascertainable figures for the 
period I 7 I 5 to I 754. 1° Finally, the manuscript is helpful in revealing contemporary attitudes 
towards the elections. In particular, the divisions between Whig, Tory, and mixed are 
interesting since the printed polls list only the individual for whom each elector voted, without 
specifying party affiliations. The summary, therefore, shows the territorial strength of the 
parties throughout the county at a glance, and would have been useful to Sunderland in 
planning future elections. 

The second document of interest for Northamptonshire elections is an original letter from 
Sir St. Andrew St. John writing from Goodford to Robert Britton in Northampton in which he 
announced his intention not to stand for Parliament in I 705.1 1 This apparently genuine 
refusal to contest what he all too correctly thought to be a hopeless cause was not noted by 
Forrester. Its effect has also been overlooked. The alarm which it produced among the county 
Whigs is reported in another previously unknown original letter. This was sent to Sunderland 
from Northampton by Robert Hesilrige the Younger on the day following St. John's refusal to 
stand for election.l 2 Hesilrige (d. I 72 I) was the son and heir apparent of Sir Robert Hesilrige, 
fifth Baronet of N oseley Hall. Both were on the local commission of the peace and were 
supporters of the Whig cause. 13 He related to Sunderland how the local party at a meeting in 
Northampton had endorsed Sunderland's candidates for the election (St. John and Lord 

s Eric G . Forrester, Northamptonshire County Elections 
& Electioneering, 1695-1832 (London, 1941 ). 

6 Ibid., pp. 26-32. For details of their parliamentary 
careers see also: Romney Sedgwick, The House of 
Commons, 1715-1754, 2 volumes (London, 1970), I, 534, 
I I, I69. 

1 British Library, Add.Ms. 6I,496, fos. 88-9 
(Blenheim Palace fileD 2/9). The following documents 
are reproduced with the permission of the British Library. 

8 Copies of the Polls Taken at the Several Elections for 
Members to Represent the County of Northampton in Parli
ament in the Years 1702, 1705, 1730, 1745, & 1806 
(Northampton, I832), pp. I-78. 

9 Forrester, pp. 28, 32. 
10 Sedgwick, I, 292. 
11 British Library, Add.Ms. 61,496, fos. 8o-1 

(Blenheim Palace fileD I/32) . 
12 Ibid., fos. 82-3. 
13 For the younger Hesilrige see British Library, Add. 

Ms. 29,568, fo.2oi. 
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CER, 3RD EARL OF SUNDERLAND (1674-1722) 
(Northamptonshire Libraries) 

Mordaunt) . But these plans had been thrown into disarray by St. John's unexpected decision 
to withdraw, encouraging their Tory opponents. Hesilrige went on to urge Sunderland 
to take the matter in hand, and also recommended that Sunderland should personally 
undertake strong action during the campaign. 

The precise circumstances under which St. John reversed his decision and returned to 
fight the election with Lord Mordaunt, only to come bottom of the poll, have yet to be dis
covered. Yet, it is reasonably certain that he did so under pressure from Sunderland. Hesilrige 
had noted the absence of a suitable candidate to take St. John's place, and Sunderland 
apparently concurred in this. It is apparent that Sunderland was both vitally important for 
the county Whig party and the personal sponsor ofSt.John, who had been his colleague during 
the I 702 contest. 

Hesilrige's observation in his letter to Sunderland that the party needed to break into the 
Tory stronghold in the west in order to secure victory is amply supported by the election poll 
summary for I 702 and I 705. This reveals that the Tory voters in the earlier contest out
numbered the Whigs by IOI in the west of the county, but only 26 in the east. In fact, however, 
the breakthrough which Hesilrige desired did not take place in I 705. The Whigs won in the 
east, but in the west they failed even to maintain their previous total, while the Tory candidates 
decisively increased their lead and secured their elections as knights for the shire. 

Finally, the Sunderland manuscripts also contain some other letters of tangential interest 
to the county election of I 705, which should be briefly mentioned. Mr. Forrester published a 
long extract from a letter from Sir Charles Shuckburgh, a Tory former high sheriff of War
wickshire and knight of that shire from I 6g8 until his death after the I 705 election. 14 Shuck-

14 Forrester, p. 27. 
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burgh wrote that he would certainly provide support for the Tory candidates in Northampton
shire if he was not forced to the poll by Captain Lucy, his Whig opponent for Warwickshire. 
This suggests a link between the county branches of the two parties, a notion which is rein
forced by the comment in Robert Hesilrige's previously mentioned letter that his father was at 
present in Warwickshire, although the purpose of this visit is not stated. Sunderland's corres
pondence, however, demonstrates beyond doubt that the Northamptonshire Whigs were 
active in Warwickshire during the contest. At the same time that Shuckburgh was offering 
assistance to Isham and Cartwright, Sunderland was heavily involved in assisting George 
Lucy in Warwickshire. This was perhaps undertaken in part to· minimize Shuckburgh's 
interference in Northamptonshire. There survive at least four letters from Lucy, two direct to 
Sunderland and two to a London agent acting on Sunderland's behalf. 1 5 Lucy kept Sunder
land closely informed on the Warwick, Coventry, and county contests. He initially agreed 
with Sunderland to stand for Warwick, but later broached the subject of seeking a county 
seat. Lucy wanted to run in conjunction with Shuckburgh, not against him, but it is doubtful 
whether Sunderland saw the matter in the same light. In the end, as Shuckburgh stated, the 
two were rivals, not colleagues. This opposition certainly limited Shuckburgh's activities 
against the Whig candidates supported by Sunderland in Northamptonshire, but Isham and 
Cartwright were nonetheless narrowly returned to Parliament. 

ts British Library, Add.Ms. 61,496, fos. 84-7 
(Blenheim Palace files D 1/32, D 2/g). 

APPENDICES 

A 

The Poll for ye County of Northampton in the Years 1702 and 1705 

Number of Polled in ye year 1 702 Polled in ye year 1705 

East Freeholders Whigs Tories Mix' t Total Whigs Tories Mix't Total 

Corby-Hundred 333 81 131 8 220 I 12 I I 7 3 232 

Hamford-Shoo 294 53 137 10 200 62 155 15 232 
Higham Ferrers 319 140 85 13 238 149 94 6 249 
Huxlow 341 238 30 4 272 213 59 4 276 

Nassaburgh 165 9 96 106 44 70 115 

Navisford 8g 44 3 48 66 4 70 
Orlingbury 304 8g 112 I7 218 84 127 13 224 

Pole brook 136 37 44 3 84 92 14 I 107 

Rothwell 418 105 152 27 284 108 r8o 26 314 
Willow brook 63 0 32 33 15 35 2 52 

--- --- ---------

Total of East 2462 796 822 85 1703 945 855 71 1871 
------------------

West 
Clely 244 93 52 12 157 74 92 13 179 
Fausley 565 214 211 29 454 173 254 16 443 
Gilsborow 532 rg6 164 22 382 185 205 15 405 
Greens Nor ton 233 66 82 14 162 51 97 16 164 

Kings Sutton 563 82 276 30 388 I I I 264 24 399 
Nobotle Grove 456 200 97 39 336 178 144 28 350 
Northampton 245 97 64 28 189 99 73 22 194 
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Spellow 226 72 IOO 6 I78 66 87 5 I 58 
Tocester I49 23 63 8 94 44 62 7 113 
Warden 294 I40 57 I I 208 I46 62 I4 222 
Wimersly 335 s6 I74 I2 242 75 I77 I2 264 

- - - ---- ----------- - - -
Total of West 3842 I239 I340 2 I I 2790 I202 I5I7 172 2891 

--------- ---- ----- ---

Places Unknown 7 I7 24 6 7 14 
Total of ye County 6304 2042 2179 296 45I7 2I53 2379 244 4876 

B 

Sir St. Andrew St. John to Robert Britton, Goodford, 7 January 1704/5 
Sir 
I am at present so indisposed that all I can return in answer to yours is that my health at 
present, will, not permit me, to enjoy ye honour of serving my country in Parliament; & 
besides I am of an opinion on it will never be carried with out spending of money which 
I cannot do without hazarding ye ruin of myself & family, having but a moderate estate 
& several children, & several of them grown up & fit to be put out into ye world; I shall 
be ready to serve my Lord Mordaunt with all ye interest I have; & any other person that 
shall be thought fit to be joined with him; if I am anything better I will come to ye sessions, 
& there we will discourse further, in ye mean time I am 

Ye most 
obliged & humble servant 

St. Andrew St. John 
[postscript] if I should not come to ye session I beg ye favour of you to give ye enclosed 
recognisances to ye clerk of ye peace. 

c 
Robert Hesilrige to Sunderland, Northampton, 8 January, 1704/5 

My Lord 
By your order Mr. Mountague acquainted me, of the meeting of our friends in town to 
concert matters in order for another election, the 2 candidates you have proposed; we 
think very proper of here; if both would have stood. Which I perceive one declines; 
indeed no body can answer his reasons, I wonder my Lord P. should write to any (but 
friends) before an answer of ye Lordships, came from Sir St. Andrew; it hath set our 
enemies at work; we know not who to ask for (one I count as nothing) in case we want 
another; you must go into the West for Sir Mathew will never he is not at all know there, 
in my opinion, that Old Park: if my Lord Treasurer hath passed all, on account no man 
like him for indefatigableness if you can bring him to a bearing among the gentlemen; 
our business must be to break into them in the West; we had a great deal better let it go 
by default (as the lawyers say) then be bested, Sir I beg pardon in troubling you, with my 
foolish sentiments, my father is in Warwickshire, our session is to morrow next post ye 
Lordship shall hear what our gentlemen say. 

I am your Lordship's most humble 
servant to command 
Ro bert Hesilrige 

Tom Andrew is very ill & his daughter Betty a dying it's feared. 



THE CHINESE TEMPLE 

Whereas on Thursday, or Friday Night last week, some malicious Person, or Persons, pull'd down 
and broke into Pieces, one Side of a Chinese Temple, lately erected by Dr Stonhouse on his Estate at 
Chester, near the Turnpike-Road leading from Wellingborough to Higham Ferrers: This is to give 
notice that if any Person, or Persons, will discover the Party, or Parties, who pull'd down the Side of 
the said Building, so that He, or They, may be brought to justice, such Person, or Persons, making 
such Discoverey, shall upon Conviction of the offending Party, or Parties, be in titled (sic) to a Reward 
of Five Guineas. 

Northampton, June 27, 17 58 J ames Stonhouse 
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Dr. James Stonhouse ( I 7I6-gs), friend of the Rev. Philip Doddridge ( I 702-5 I) and, with him, 
eo-founder of the Northampton General Hospital, was an interesting man whose career and 
contacts deserve further investigation. He practised in Northampton as a physician for twenty 
years before being ordained in the Church of England in I 763. (Stonhouse was converted to a 
very earnest Christianity by Doddridge, assisted by the Rev. James Hervey ofWeston Favell, 
having previously been, in Doddridge's own words, "a most abandoned rake and an audacious 
deist".) Rector of Little Cheverell ( I764) and Great Cheverell ( I779), both in Wiltshire, he 
spent most of the year at Bristol, where the local waters benefitted his health. In later life his 
friends included several notable clergymen, Church of England and nonconformist, as well as 
David Garrick, who once gave him a sharp but salutary lesson in pulpit elocution, and the 
youthful Hannah More ( I745-I833) and her four sisters, to whom he was "our own dear Dr. 
Stonhouse". He inherited a baronetcy in I792. There is a monument to his memory in All 
Saints' Church, Northampton. 

Stonhouse married twice, his second wife being Sarah Ekins, ward of Philip Doddridge, and 
an heiress who brought her husband a considerable estate, including Chester House, Irchester. 
The above advertisement, which appeared in the Northampton Mercury on 3 July I758, reveals 
that Stonhouse took an interest in Chester House to the extent of embellishing its grounds 
with a "temple" in the currently fashionable Chinese style. Somehow it is difficult to imagine 
the pious physician relaxing in such a structure; nevertheless, he was obviously indignant that 
it should have been vandalised. Whether Stonhouse was successful in bringing whoever was 
responsible to justice is, unfortunately, not recorded. 

VICTOR A. HATLEY 

MISS SLADDEN 
Northampton 

Dear Editor, May 26th, I g8 1 

As I cannot thank individually all those who very kindly contributed to my most generous 
retirement cheque I am writing this letter in the hopes that you will print it in the next issue 
of Northamptonshire Past & Present, where they all can read it. 

The cheque has been spent on buying a very fine music centre, which is giving me the 
greatest pleasure, and will continue to do so for the rest of my life, I feel sure! I am very grate
ful for such a splendid gift, which will always remind me of my ten years as Secretary of the 
Record Society, and all the people I met connected with it. Thank you all very much. 

Yours etc. 
Dorothy Sladden. 
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LADY KNIGHTLEY AND THE SOUTH 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ELECTION OF 1885 

PETER CORDON 

Although political change in late Victorian 
Northamptonshire has been well portrayed 
by J anet Howarth, 1 the significant contribu
tion made by women to the election cam
paigns has yet to be described and analysed. 
One of the most interesting and colourful 
figures who pioneered this work was Louisa 
Knightley, wife of Sir Rainald Knightley of 
Fawsley. Writing in I8g3, W. Ryland Atkins 
said of her, "Lady Knightley is almost the 
only lady in the county who has gained in 
influence and consideration by active political 
work. Her energy and ability are widely 
known, and it is the fashion to say that to her 
Sir Rainald owed his seat in I 885 and 
I886." 2 

Politics had been one of her chief interests 
since she was a girl. A reformer by instinct, 
her sympathies were only slowly won over to 
the Conservative cause after her marriage and 
she remained a candid and effective critic of 
both major parties throughout her life. She 
had a commanding presence, interested 
herself in many philanthropic causes and was 
a fluent and charming speaker. 3 When she 
was 27, Louisa Bowater, the daughter of a 
well-known general, married Sir Rainald 
Knightley who was then 50; there were no 
children of the marriage. She frequently 
attended the debates in both Houses of 
Parliament and she was introduced to the 
leading statesmen of the day; conversations 
with Gladstone, Disraeli, Lord Salisbury, Sir 

1 J. Howarth, "The Liberal Revival in. North
amptonshire I88o-I8gs:. A ,Case S~ud~ m Late 
Nineteenth Century Electrons , The Hzstoncal Journal, 
xii (Ig6g), pp. 78-I I8; and "PC?lit},cs and Society ~n 
Late Victorian Northamptonshire , Northamptonshzre 
Past and Present, iv, no. 5 (Ig7o-I), pp. 269-74. 

2 W. R. D. Adkins, Our County (London, 1893), 
pp. 20-I. 

3 For a description of her, see The Gentlewoman, 
4 April, I89I, p. 450. 

Stafford Northcote and many other politici
ans were recorded by her in her journal. 

Her husband had entered Parliament as a 
Conservative member for South Northamp
tonshire on the retirement of his father, Sir 
Charles Knigh tley, in I 8 52, 4 and he repre
sented that part of the county until he relin
quished the seat exactly forty years later. The 
Knightley family had settled at Fawsley in 
the fifteenth century. Sir Rainald, the 
twelfth member of the family to have been a 
Member of Parliament, described himself in 
I856 as "a staunch and consistent Conserva
tive, but at the same time, throughly inde
pendent member". He maintained this 
attitude throughout his career. 5 When offered 
the post of Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs in July I866 by the new prime 
minister, Lord Derby, Knightley refused it, 
stating that he would not accept office in any 
government where Disraeli, whom he des
pised, was leader in the House of Commons. s 
Twenty years later, he told an election 
meeting that 

he believed he knew very well he was a 
Constitutional Conservative. They might 
call him an old Tory if they liked, and he 
would not refute the appellation, but he 
hoped they would not call him a Tory 
Democrat as he had not the vaguest con
ception of what that was supposed to be. 7 

4 Sir Charles was member for South Northampton
shire for eighteen years and was responsible for 
establishing the Northampton Herald in I831. E. G. 
Forrester, Northamptonshire Coun~y Elections and Election
eering 1695-1832 (Oxford, I94I ), p. I49· 

s See Vanity Fair, 5 Nov. I886. 
6 Derby to Knightley, 3 July I866, Northants R.O., 

K 2868 and Knightley to Derby, 3 July 1866, Derby 
MSS, Box I 12. By 1877, Knightley was almost 'the 
solitary unconverted member of the anti-Disraeli Tory 
clique' . G. E. Buckle (ed.), The Life of Benjamin 
Disraeli, Earl of Beacons.field, vi. (London, 1929), p. 164. 

1 Northampton Daily Chronicle, I 2 Aug., p. 3· 
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PLATE 1. LADY K IGHTLEY IN HER LATER 
YEARS. (Northamptonshire Libraries) 

Widely regarded as a leading backbencher, 
he was a strong supporter of the Established 
Church, had objected to lowering the 
qualification for the franchise in the bor
oughs8 and in the Commons had spoken 
against extending the right to vote to the 
counties.9 

On the defeat of Gladstone's government 
in June 1885, Lord Salisbury was given the 
task of attempting to form an administration. 
As the new electoral register would not be 
ready until later in the year, a Conservative 
government taking office in the meantime 
would be a minority one. 

Knightley wrote to Salisbury on behalf of 
"the old experienced and independent mem
bers" warning him not to fall into the trap 
laid by Gladstone of accepting office at that 
time.1o However, ten days later, Lady 

s Knightley to Disraeli, 1 Feb. ( 1865 ?), Beaconsfield 
MSS, B XII/K/155· 

9 Hansard, 3, clxxiv, col. 928, 13 April 1864 and 
clxxxiv, col. 403, 14 June 1866. 

10 Knightley to Salisbury, 13 June, Salisbury MSS. 
All dates refer to 1885 unless otherwise mentioned. 

Knightley noted: "It is all settled-our 
people take office & R. is in despair. One can 
only hope it will turn out better than he 
expects." 11 Parliament prorogued on I4 
August, but the campaign for the general 
election had already begun in earnest. 

There were several good reasons for 
Knightley's apprehension on his prospects in 
the constituency. The Franchise and Re
distribution Acts of I884 and I885 12 had 
brought about important changes. Household 
suffrage more than trebled in Northampton
shire and increased the occupational vote 
eightfold. 13 With the franchise now given to 
the agricultural labourer, there was no auto
matic guarantee ofloyalty to local landowners 
standing for election. In addition, the bound
aries, as well as the names, of the four 
divisions in the county were changed. The 
Southern division, renamed South North
amptonshire (Towcester), a predominantly 
rural constituency, contained market towns 
such as Brackley and Daventry, where the 
Liberals had a foothold; from I 885 it included 
more villages in the south and parts of 
Banbury which were strongly Liberal.1 4 Up 
to this time, two members were returned for 
each division: now it was changed to one. 
There had been no contested election in the 
constituency since I 868 and although South 
Northamptonshire had long enjoyed the 
reputation of being a Conservative strong
hold, the winning margins had been small 
when there was a Liberal candidate. Another 
new element in this election was that 
candidates found it necessary to make per
sonal visits to numerous villages in order to 
introduce themselves to the new electorate. 
Faced with this situation, it is not surprising, 
as Lady K.nightley recorded on 7 August, 
"R. went groaning off for the first of his 
meetings, at Brackley." 

11 Lady Knightley,Journal, 23June. For thejournals 
covering the period of time in this article, see N.~.O., 
K 2901-2. Sir Rainald had also been the first.to s1gn a 
memorial by Conservative members requestlfl:g Lord 
Salisbury not to take office, 'no one else havmg the 
pluck to do it'. Journal, 20 June. 

12 For earlier background see R. L. Greenall, A 
History of Northamptonshire (London, 1979), pp. 107-10. 

13 Howarth (1969), op. cit., p. 89. 
14 H. Pelling, Social Geography of B ritish Elections 

r885-I9Io (London, 1967), pp. 120-1. 
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Knightley's opponent was an Irishman, Sir 
Maurice F.itzgerald, the second son of the 
fourth Duke of Leinster. Through his mar
riage to the daughter of the seventh Earl of 
Granard, Fitzgerald had acquired consider
able estate; as well as a castle in County 
Wexford, and his political opponents made 
much play of his use of the title "Knight of 
Kerry" during the election. 15 Holding no 
land in Northamptonshire and with little 
knowledge of the constituency, he compared 
unfavourably with Knightley, who had been 
a representative of the county in Parliament 
for 33 years and had a good record as a 
landlord. Fitzgerald, by no means an ad
vanced Liberal, dismissed the Parnellite 
demand for Home Rule for Ireland, pro
nounced himself a Free Trader and advocated 
free education and allotments for the 
working-classes at fair rents. 1 6 He opened his 
campaign as early as 24 April in Daventry, 
where he was President of the Liberal Club, 
and subsequently held meetings in the major
ity of the villages in the constituency. 

In contrast, Knightley delayed his appear
ance before the electorate until August. The 
Radical newspaper, the Northamptonshire Guar
dian, pointed out that during the whole of 
Knightley's parliamentary career 

his intercourse with the Division has been 
so restricted-his visits, like angels' visits, 
have been so few and far between-that to 
the great bulk of his constituency his 
personality has been an enigma. He has 
been a sort of political Budda, for whom a 
conventional worship has been encouraged 
by the Tories of "the good old school", but 
whose existence has been veiled in the dim 
haze of the distance. 17 

Knightley responded to this criticism by 
pleading that, as a most conscientious 
performer of parliamentary duties, it was 
impossible for him to be in two places at 

1s Sir Rainald for example, told an audience at 
Weedon on I7 Oct. , 'When he (Fitzgerald) was in 
Ireland he was known as the Knight of Kerry and an 
ardent Tory, but on coming to England he ~as Si; 
Maurice Fitzgerald and an advanced L1beral. 
Northampton Herald, 24 Oct. supp. p. 2. 

16 For Fitzgerald's manifesto, issued on 12 Nov., see 
Northampton Mercury, I4 Nov., p. 4· 

11 Northamptonshire Guardian, IS Aug., pp. 4· 

once, 18 though he admitted to a questioner at 
a later meeting that out of the 266 divisions 
taken in the House of Commons during the 
1885 session, he had been present at only 24 
of them. 19 

The Liberal revival in Northamptonshire 
from the time of the 1 88o election presented a 
new challenge to the Conservative campaign. 
Although the Liberal party organization was 
not strong in the South, Radicals such as 
Thomas Judge, the Brackley grocer, 2o and 
Edwin Ashworth Briggs, a Daventry barrister, 
attended Knightley's meetings, taking every 
opportunity to ask questions and score points 
off their opponents. The widespread local 
newspaper coverage of the campaign ensured 
that the electorate was thus kept informed of 
the main points of difference between the 
parties. A problem facing both Liberals and 
Conservatives was the uncertain political 
affiliations of the rural voter. Lady Knightley, 
some four years later, observed: 

The agricultural labourer is a personage 
very little understood, even by those who 
talk and write most about him. Very proud 
was he, in 188s, of the "Franchise", and 
very much resolved to exercise it as he 
chose and to keep his own counsel, and 
neither be dictated to by his employer nor 
influenced by his neighbours. There is often 
a curious antagonism between neighbour
ing villages, and one will vote "blue" 
almost to a man; while the next, under 
what seem precisely similar conditions, 
would be shrewdly surmised to vote "red" 
with equal equanimity. 21 

Rainald's poor state of health and his age (he 
was then sixty-six) combined with his reluct
ance to make more than the bare essential 
number of appearances on public platforms 
during the election would have lessened his 
chances at the polls. Drastic action was called 
for. On 29 July, Lady Knightley wrote in her 
journal: 

18 Northampton Herald, IS Aug., p. 6. 
19 Northampton Mercury, 26 Sept., p. 8. 
20 Judge's earlier championing of the agricultural 

labourers in South Northamptonshire is described in 
Pamela Horn's 'The Evenley Strike of I867', North
amptonshire Past and Present, iv, no. I (Ig66/7), pp. 47-8. 

21 Lady Knightley, 'The Midlands', Murray's 
Magazine, v (I88g), pp. IOO-I. 
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PLATE 2. 'A FINE OLD TORY'. A 'SPY' 
CARTOON OF SIR RAINALD KNIGHTLEY IN 
'VANITY FAIR' in I 88 I. (Northamptonshire Libraries). 

And now-tomorrow I embark on my 
electioneering campaign. Of course, to help 
my own darling husband is my strongest 
motive, but from the very bottom of my 
heart, I do believe that the cause he will 
support is the cause of religion, of liberty, 
and of prosperity for this country and every 
class of itB inhabitants, and with a perfectly 
clear con:;cience I can set about what to me 
is an utterly new and strange undertaking. 

Her knowledge of the territory to be covered 
was extensive, thanks to her active interest in 
the Girls' Friendly Society. The Society was 

founded in 1874 at a meeting of Anglican 
ladies at Lambeth, with the object of 
building up from parish level a national. 
organization which would help young girls to 
associate together in order to resist tempta
tion, by training them in religious principles 
and domestic duty. 22 Although her husband 
had refused to let her become its President in 
1882, Louisa was a member of the Executive, 
frequently addressing meetings throughout 
the county. Shortly after the Conservatives 
took office in 1885, she had directed much of 
her effort to gathering petitions and signa
tures for the protection of minors, in support of 
a Criminal Law Amendment Bill then being 
debated in the Commons. 23 

The opening of her campaign was skilfully 
handled. Prepared with canvassing informa
tion which she had obtained from the Central 
Conservative Office, Lady Knightley first 
visited Badby, a village close by Fawsley, 
where she met some thirty men who all 
promised their votes. "There are however", 
she noted, "a few who hold different views
one Smith, for instance, whom I hunted out 
and who is a reader of the Labourers' Chronicle, 
and had a long talk about the land laws, 
whether with any result I know not. However, 
so far so good, tho' Rainald says if Badby 
were wrong, one might as well throw up the 
sponge at once." 24 A Bank Holiday evening 
of house-to-house canvassing at Newnham, 
where she was accompanied by John Key, a 
local farmer, was equally successful. The 
farmers were solidly Conservative and she 
calculated that "if we can but get half the 
labourers we shall do! "25 

Knightley's first meeting at Brackley on 7 
August was a lively affair. A number of 
Radicals made their presence known by hisses 
and interruptions and the meeting ended 
abruptly and in some confusion. Three days 
later, Louisa Knightley accompanied her 
husband to the Assembly Hall, Daventry, for 

22 B. Harrison, 'For Church, Queen and Family: 
The Girls' Friendly Society I874-I92o', Past and Present, 
no. 6I, November I973, p. 109. 

23 Journal, 9 July. The Bill passed through both 
Houses without opposition. The Constitutional Year Book 
(London, I886), p. 374· 

24 Journal, 30 July. 
2s ibid., 3 Aug. 
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her first election meeting, which she found to 
be "very exciting". Here, up to a third of the 
audience were from the opposition, but their 
target was the chairman, Sir Henry Dryden 
of Canons Ashby, who was shouted down by 
the Radicals, "not having forgiven his calling 
them 'shoe blacks' some time ago." 2 s 

Fawsley became the centre of intensive 
canvassing of neighbouring villages in the 
next few months. The results were variable. 
Lady Knightley detected a lack of cordiality 
at Staverton. Many boat people were away 
when she called at Braunston, where she also 
received some blunt refusals. At Charwelton, 
however, "in spite of all we have heard about 
its Radicalism I believe it's a good deal 
swagger, and that when it comes to the point 
they will vote for the man who has always 
been kind to them." She was often accom
panied by local notables. At Chipping 
Warden, she was assisted by Henry Cart
wright of Aynhoe, who had been the second 
member of the division from I858 to I868, the 
rector, Rev. Robert Tomkinson, and two 
farmers, but with limited success. "I did not 
get a dozen votes tho' a good many said they 
should not vote at all, and I hope they 
won't." Staverton was more successfully 
canvassed on a second occasion with the help 
of the local schoolmaster. She was pleased to 
find at Litchborough "that the people seemed 
really not to have been tampered with at all." 

A high level of activity was maintained 
throughout the campaign. On 23 October, a 
month before polling, she could write: "I am 
very proud to think that I shall soon, I hope, 
have arranged for the canvassing of every 
village in the division." She was conscious of 
the effects of the new forms of electioneering 
on many of the new electorate. "Really, 
truly", she frankly declared on I4 November, 
"I think the poor agricultural labourer is 
most anxious to do what is right, but he is so 
bombarded with leaflets and speeches on 
either side that knowing little about the 
matter, he is fairly bewildered." Looking 

26 Shortly after her marriage, Lady Knightley had 
visited Sir Henry Dryden, describing him in her 
journal. See J. Cartwright (ed.), The Journals of Lady 
Knightley of Fawsley (London, 1915), p. I73· 

back over her campaign, she was struck by 
several things : 

First, the very large proportion, fully go per 
cent, of men I find sitting by their fireside, 
often with children around their knees or 
reading their papers: (very often N. 
Guardian or Weekly Dispatch) . The pub
lics and the streets are frequented by young 
men and boys and occasional wanderers : 
but I have found very little drunkenness
not above a dozen cases. The greatest 
contrasts as to neatness of home and sur
roundings are to be found in Daventry, the 
same pattern of house, side by side, looking 
bare, dirty and miserable, or neat and with 
much air of comfort. The civility and 
courtesy is absolutely uniform; and a 
considerable amount of intelligence is dis
played in following the arguments used: 
"that's right enough" is a frequent remark. 
On the other hand, there is often utter 
indifference and sometimes total ingorance, 
but this is the exception and n:lt the rule. 27 

In the market towns, a more systematic 
approach to canvassing was required. On 
August Ig, Lady Knightley attended a 
preliminary meeting of her brainchild, the 
Daventry Ladies' Committee, and arranged 
to send out circulars to all the wives of the 
leading tradespeople in the town. Six days 
later, a larger committee, consisting of about 
30 ladies, was formed and it was agreed to 
divide the town into districts "2 to go with 
me in each". The cheerful and successful 
dinner party at Fawsley which followed in 
the evening included amongst the guests some 
of the leading helpers- the Lowndes, Coll
yers, Gilbertsons, Athertons and Forsters. 

The fortnight between 28 August and I I 
September was devoted to a thorough canvass 
of Daventry. She was generally civilly 
received, though in the High Street, she 
found "some very decided Radicals among 
the shopkeepers and some moderate Liberals 
who, however, after the manner ofWhigs, are 
not to be tempted to change their views. But 
still an overwhelming n;1ajority of promises, 
enough and to spare for a deal of pie crust." 28 

21 Journal, 22 Oct. 
zs ibid., 3 I Aug. 
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In St. J ames' Street and Oxford Street, Lady 
Knightley met with the most Radicals so far 
encountered, "but I rather enjoyed discus
sions with some of them, especially one 
Aubrey Hickman, much the most intelligent I 
have come across; he talked about Russia and 
Afghanistan, and completely posed both 
Mrs. Willoughby and me about the Bank
ruptcy Act." In November she made a 
successful canvass of Towcester where she 
candidly noted, "Some very radical shoe 
makers in some horrid little Courts down at 
the bottom of the town. I should be a Radical 
myself if I lived in such holes." 29 

This new phase of the campaign had been 
carefully planned. On 12 May, Louisa 
Knightley had received a visit from Lady 
Wimborne, Randolph Churchill's eldest sister, 
in order to be enrolled as a Dame of the 
Primrose League. 30 Ever a realist, Lady 
Knightley commented "it sounds all rubbish, 
but the objects 'the maintenance of Religion, 
of the Estates of the Realm, of the ascendancy 
of the British Empire', are excellent, and I 
can quite believe that the paraphernalia 
helps to keep Conservatives together; means, 
in short, an army of unpaid canvassers." The 
League, founded by Randolph Churchill and 
other members of the Fourth Party in 1883, 
fulfilled the need for a popular organization 
to mobilize opinion and votes for the Con
servative Party. In the following year, women 
were able to join on the same terms as men. 
"Habitations" were formed within the boun
daries of an electoral division, whilst the 
Grand Council in London formulated policy 
and supplied lecturers and leaflets for 
meetings. 31 

As soon as an election began, each habita
tion was obliged to place itself bodily at the 
disposal of the candidate. 32 The initiative for 
establishing the Daventry (Knightley) Habi
tation came from Lady Knightley.33 Its 

29 ibid., 2 Nov. 
30 Her Primrose League membership number was 

1719. Primrose League MSS. 
31 ]. H. Robb, The Primrose League r883-1906 (1968 

edn.), p. s6. 
32 M. Ostrogorski, Democraf2_)1 and the Organization of 

Political Parties, i (London, 1902), p. 539· 
33 See Lowndes' address, Northampton Herald, 10 Oct. 

p. 8. 

inaugural meeting did not officially take 
place until 8 October, although according to 
the Primrose League records, it was registered 
on 2 September. 34 The Ladies' Committee in 
Daventry was no doubt under the auspices of 
the League, although the Habitation's chair
man, termed "Ruling Councillor", Colonel 
]. H. Lowndes,35 was not elected until 16 
September. The five-weeks' silence between 
the founding and the official opening of the 
branch may have been deliberate in order not 
to draw the attention of the Liberals to this 
new initiative. The League was attractive to 
middle-class women with much leisure, 
living in isolated rural areas, cut off from 
interests outside their immediate circles. 
Their involvement in organizations such as 
the Girls' Friendly Society, their intimate 
knowledge of the families in a rural district 
through church visiting or in performing 
good works, or as an employer or customer, 
was only a short step away from the sort of 
political work which the League required of 
them. By 4 November, Lady Knightley was 
receiving "perfect avalanches of letters every 
day from the various people I am enlisting to 
canvass." 

At the inaugural meeting of the Knightley 
Habitation, held at Daventry, the speaker, 
who had been sent from London, warned the 
audience of the scoff and derision to which 
the League had been subjected. He claimed, 
however, that there were as many as 6o,ooo 
men and women in the movement and ex
pressed the hope that "each member of the 
habitation might become the centre of a 
bunch of primroses."3G The Northampton 
Mercury renamed it the "Rural Intimidation 
Society" and in a leader claimed "that a 
phenomenal degree of pressure has been 
exerted upon the agricultural voter-the 
canvassing of Lady Knightley, often in the 
presence of the man's employer, has been an 
important factor-and the Church cry has 
been made the most of in almost every par-

34 The Primrose League. The Roll of Habitations 
1886, Primrose League MSS., p. 8. 

Js He was a fellow magistrate of Sir Rainald's, 
serving on the Daventry bench. 

36 Northampton Daily Chronicle, 10 Oct., P·3· 
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ish."37 Moses Manfield, the Radical North
ampton shoe manufacturer, attacked her for 
her electioneering methods. Her reaction was 
characteristically unrepentant. "Mr. Man
field has been pitching into me for canvassing 
referring it to my conscience, forsooth! My 
conscience don't reproach me for that anyhow, 
and he had better think of the paper shoes he 
supplied to the poor French soldiers in 
I 870-7 I before he talks of conscience." 38 

As the election campaign progressed, 
Louisa Knightley's activities became a matter 
of growing interest to both parties. Sir 
Rainald, who was not a conspecuous advo
cate of woman's suffrage, told a meeting at 
West Haddon in support of the candidate for 
the Mid-Northamptonshire division, Picker
ing Phipps, that the best method of securing 
Phipps' return was to recruit wives and 
daughters for canvassing, mentioning Lady 
Knightley's efforts around Fawsley as an 
excellent model to follow. 39 This statement 
provoked replies in _the Liberal press. On the 
question of Lady Knightley's satisfactory 
results, one correspondent wrote, "I do not 
doubt it, but the question is, dare the poor 
people in these villages answer the wife of Sir 
Rainald in other than a satisfactory man
ner ?'' 4o The Northamptonshire Guardian carried 
the comment that "Nine months will not be 
too much time for the Liberals to educate their 
constituency, but a few weeks will suffice for 
this army of lady canvassers to make the new 
voters understand that the squire and the 
parson expect them to vote Tory." 41 

In spite of these remarks, Knightley 
continued to praise his wife's electioneering 
achievements. At a meeting at Blisworth on 
5 October, at which a number of ladies were 
present, he mentioned Lady Knightley's 
successful canvassing at Maidford that after
noon. A week later at Helmdon, Sir Rainald 
again commended her, adding that she "was 
also well known amongst them, as she was 

37 Northampton Mercury, 5 Dec., p. 5· Anglican clergy 
or Anglican schoolmasters often presided. over local 
Primrose League habitations. Robb., op. c1t., p. 168. 

38 Journal, 27 Oct. 
39 Northampton Herald, 22 Aug., p. 6. 
40 Northampton Mercury, 29 Aug., p. 3· 
41 Northamptonshire Guardian, 3 Sept., p . 5· 

often to be found among the poor, shedding a 
ray of light and making their lives more 
pleasurable in many ways."4 2 It would 
perhaps have been wise at this point to have 
said no more about Lady Knightley's 
activities, as the matter had incensed many 
Radicals. The denouement occurred on 1 g 
October at Silverstone at a meeting addressed 
by Sir Rainald. 

Robert Loder, then Conservative M.P. for 
Shoreham, Sussex, and resident at Whittle
bury, was the chairman, but he soon became 
involved in a heated exchange with Judge 
and other members of the largely hostile 
audience. In his concluding remarks, Loder 
told them that in the last twelve years, he had 
spent a great deal on their comforts but that 
they could not expect him to continue "if they 
joined the party of plunder", a statement 
which was greeted with uproar. When order 
had been restored, Sir Rainald spoke once 
more of his wife's efforts. The subsequent 
events are graphically described in the 
Northampton Herald. 

Mr. Judge referred to the statement that 
Lady Knightley was canvassing. The 
Chairman, interrupting, said he did not 
think it right, or in accordance with good 
taste, for Mr. Judge to refer to a lady who 
was not present. Mr. Judge said there was a 
story of the Duchess of Devonshire
(Uproar) . 
The Chairman: Whatever has the Duchess 
of Devonshire to do with this meeting? 
(Laughter and applause) . 
Mr. Judge: It is said that the Duchess of 
Devonshire gave-
Tremendous laughter and howling pre
vented Mr. Judge proceeding, and the 
chairman, amidst further merriment, said 
Sir Rainald had not had the pleasure of 
knowing the Duchess of Devonshire. Mr. 
Judge had. Taking advantage of a tempor
ary lull in the storm, Mr. Judge shouted the 
remainder of his sentence, "That she gave a 
butcher a kiss for a vote". Now, continued 
Mr. Judge, I should like to ask Sir Rainald 
this question-How many butchers had 
Lady Knightley kissed, or how many does 

42 Northampton Herald, 17 Oct. supp., p. 2. 
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she intend to kiss? (Immense uproar.) 43 

The Chairman (indignantly): I appeal to 
you whether after this gross insult, you will 
allow this man (pointing to Mr. Judge) to 
go on. (Loud cries of "No", "Chuck him 
out", "Butterine", and "Old weigh sugar".) 
The meeting was now at the highest pitch 
of excitement, and some supporters of Sir 
Rainald moved towards Mr. Judge with 
the intention of carrying him out of the 
building. This attempt, it is understood, 
would have been resisted by Mr. Judge's 
admirers, who, it is stated, with good 
authority, came armed with clubs. . . . 
When comparative order had been re
stored, Sir Rainald, addressing Mr. Judge, 
said: "No man in Northamptonshire until 
this evening has been such a gross black
guard as to insult my wife". (Cheers) 44 
Lady Knightley's reaction- that the Radi-

cals would not further their cause by such 
behaviour45-was co-rrect. Conservative sym
pathisers turned out in large numbers at 
subsequent election meetings and were 
frequently reminded of this incident. For 
instance, at Paulerspury shortly before polling 
day, Loder, who was once more chairman, 
"first thanked the meeting for the hearty 
reception accorded to Sir Rainald and him
self, and then alluded in strong terms to the 
insult offered Lady Knightley at Silverstone 
and called for three hearty cheers for that 
lady, which were readily given."46 

South Northamptonshire was allotted the 
earliest polling day of the four divisions in the 
county, 27 November, and the signs were 
propitious for Sir Rainald as the day ap
proached. At the beginning of the month, 
Lady Knightley was pleased to note that 
Ashworth Briggs, Fitzgerald's election agent, 
had been defeated in the municipal elections 
at Daventry, where he had previously headed 
the poll, and that a foray by Fitzgerald into 

43 This was a reference to the notorious Westminster 
Election of I 784, when Georgiana, wife of the fifth Duke 
Devonshire, was alleged to have given kisses to those 
who promised their votes to Charlesjames Fox, one of 
the candidates. A. Calder-Marshall, The Two Duchesses 
(London, 1978), p. 62. 

44 Northampton Herald, 24 Oct. supp. p. 2. 
45 Journal, I9 Oct. 
46 Northampton Herald, 2 I Nov. supp. p. 2. 

Conservative territory at Badby on 4 Novem
ber had been a failure. She was also delighted 
at the reception of her husband's address to 
the electors, published on 14 November, as 
she had been responsible for putting it into 
shape. 47 The last election meeting of Rain
aid's campaign was at Bad by on 23 November, 
where a packed audience cheered the Knight
leys again and again: she noted that "the few 
Radicals there did not dare open their 
mouths". Two days later, she "pounded 
round" Weston with the gardener of Lady 
Hanmer of W eston House. In the village, she 
was amused to find that "after all their abuse 
of me the Radicals are canvassing vigor
ously!" Lady Knightley continued, 

Halfway between Weston and Weedon we 
met the newspapers, and there in the 
middle of the road, in the fog and the mud, 
the gardener and I read together the most 
promising results of the first day's elections. 
Except at Birmingham we seem to have 
won everywhere, or at all events increased 
our poll .... Now if only the counties will 
follow! Oh! for Saturday! 48 

On polling day, Sir Rainald and Louisa 
drove to Badby after luncheon and found the 
village decked in a mass of blue. An ardent 
advocate of women's suffrage, she wrote, 
"Then he voted for himself while I waited 
outside and felt, for the first time personally, 
the utter anomaly of my not having a vote, 
whileJoe Bull has !"49 Voting was heavy, with 
a poll of almost 85 per cent of the electorate 
in the division. Agricultural workers were 
often the first to cast their votes; at W elton, 
83 of them went en masse to the polling station, 
following Joseph Arch's 50 advice, "Go in a 
body to the poll, and if anyone comes to 
persuade you to vote Conservative, or to vote 
Liberal, say-'Stand back, you must not 
interfere with the British voter'."5 1 

47 Journal, 20 Nov. 
48 ibid., 25 Nov. 
49 ibid., 27 Nov. 
50 It was largely due to the efforts of J oseph Arch, 

who had founded the National Agricultural Labourers' 
Union in I872, that the rural vote was obtained in 
I 884. ]oseph Arch: 1 The Story of His Life. Told by Himself 
(London, I898), p. 354· 

51 Northamptonshire Guardian, 5 Dec., p. 5· 



LADY KNIGHTLEY AND THE SOUTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ELECTION OF 1885 273 

The counting of the 8, I 52 votes took place 
at Towcester Town Hall on Saturday 28 
November. Lady Knightley described it as 
"almost the most exciting day I ever spent in 
my life." When three-quarters of the votes 
had been counted, Sir Rainald was only 200 
ahead, with Fitzgerald later closing the gap 
at one point to within fifteen. 52 The result, a 
narrow victory for Knightley, was about to be 
announced at midday when it was realized 
that a miscalculation had been made in 
counting the bundles of votes for each can
didate. Lady Knightley waited at the Town 
Hall whilst a recount took place. At 1.35 p.m. 
the poll was declared: Knightley 4074, 
Fitzgerald, 40I2, a majority of 62. For her 
part, this was disappointing as she had hoped 
for a margin of soo. Mter the result had been 
announced, she recorded later that day at 
Fawsley, 

our friends were very nervous and fidgetty, 
and wanted us not to walk away but we 
insisted on doing so, being well hooted and 
groaned at, tho' our supporters cheered us 
well when we got back to the inn. We went 
straight to Blisworth, and came on here a 
good deal shaken and tired with it all. 
However, it is all right! tho' it will have no 
moral effect as we hoped. 53 

The Radical press attributed the Liberal 
defeat to their lack of support at Daventry 
and Towcester, the latter being one of the few 

52 Northampton Mercury Daily Reporter, 30 Nov., p. 3· 
53 Journal, 28 Nov. 

places where the Church question was an 
issue, 54 and also to their failure to win the 
support of small tradesmen, who complained 
of the depressed state ofbusiness and who had 
expressed their intention to vote Conservat
ive. 55 The Liberals in the division admitted 
that running a candidate who was unknown 
in the constituency until a year previously 
had made for difficulties, 56 and the utterances 
of the "unjudicial Brackley Judge" had 
hindered their cause rather than helped it. 
The Northampton Herald, a newspaper owned 
by Knightley up to I 86g, summed up the 
situation: "When, however, the whole of the 
circumstances under which the battle was 
fought are calmly considered, surprise will be 
felt as to the fact that Sir Rainald was able 
even to hold his own in the face of so many 
adverse elements". 57 In London, the day 
after the result had been declared, Lady 
Dorothy Nevill, a leading Conservative 
hostess, told Louisa "what has since been 
repeated by many other people was that 
Rainald was thought to be among the doomed 
ones", 58 many of his colleagues in rural 
constituencies having lost their seats in the 
Liberal victory. 59 That he had been once 
again returned to Parliament was due, in a 
large part, to his wife's carefully planned and 
well-executed electioneering strategies. 

s4 'M. Fitzgerald went all lengths for Disestablish
ment, etc. so I do not think the Agricultural Labourer 
cares much for the Church about here'. Lord Spencer 
to Lord Hartington, 29 Nov., Devonshire Papers, 340. 
1838. 

ss Northamptonshire Guardian, 5 Dec., p. 7· 
s6 Northampton Mercury, 5 Dec., p. 5· 
s1 Northampton Herald, 5 Dec., P·5· 
ss Journal, 29 Nov. 
s9 The Liberals considerably increased their share of 

the rural constituencies at the election. In 188o they 
gained 54 seats: in 1885, it was 133. ' 
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