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NOTES AND NEWS 

During the years that have passed since the 
foundation of the Society just after the end 
of the First World War the town of Nor
thampton has changed more than most. In 
the last ten years the rate of growth to a 
population of I5o,ooo has been unparalleled 
during the I,ooo years of its recorded history. 
With this growth has come building, demoli
tion and re-building on such a scale that 
Northampton Present has become hardly 
recognisable to Northampton Past. Some 
6,ooo,ooo square feet of new factories and 
warehouses have been built and I ,4oo,ooo 
square feet of new office accommodation 
provided. National and International com
panies seem eager to establish themselves in 
the town and to date I5,ooo new jobs have 
been created. 

Against this background it is sad to observe 
the tribulations now afflicting the Boot and 
Shoe Industry, that staple of the Town and 
County's industries without which there 
would have been nothing to rest the present 
development upon. Beset by ever rising costs, 
flooded by cheap imports and weighed down 
in export markets by the present strength of 
the Pound its difficulties are clear to see as 
well-known names disappear and workers 
become redundant. We can only hope that 
the strength and endeavour which built up 
the industry in the past can save it in the 
present. For so many years the name of 
Northamptonshire has been synonymous with 
the production of quality shoes. It would be 
sad indeed were the day to dawn when that 
was no longer so. 

A well-attended Annual General Meeting 
for I g8o, held in the Hall of the Anglia 
Building Society at Moulton Park, Nor
thampton, was followed by a lecture by 

Professor A. G. Dickens, C.M.G., F.B.A., for
merly Director of the Institute of Historical 
Research of the University of London. His 
subject was "England's Earliest Protestants, 
I 520 to I 558" and into this he was able to 
weave many references to early Protestantism 
in Northamptonshire, which turned his dis
course into one of particular fascination for 
Members. We hope that a version of this 
lecture will appear in this Journal in due 
course. 

The Autumn Lecture (which will have 
been given by the time that these Notes are 
read) represents something of an innovation 
in that, at the invitation of the Northampton
shire Archaeological Society, it will be 
jointly sponsored by that Society and our 
own. The venue will be the Northampton 
Development Corporation in Northampton, 
and the speaker Mr. James Campbell, a 
Fellow of Worcester College, Oxford, whose 
subject will be "The South Midlands in the 
Early Anglo-Saxon Period". We look forward 
to an extremely interesting afternoon. 

Members of the Northamptonshire Record 
Society may like to know more about the 
activities of the Northamptonshire Archaeo
logical Society. The N.A.S. is the most recent 
of the county archaeological societies, having 
been founded in I974 in succession to the 
Northamptonshire Federation of Archaeo
logical Societies. The old Federation Bulletin 
has been replaced by the annual journal 
Northamptonshire Archaeology, which seeks to 
publish to an acceptable standard papers 
about the archaeology of·the county and the 
Soke of Peterborough. The society has also 
embarked on the publication of a series of 
specialised monographs about particular sites 
and topics and the first of these, a very full 
report of the series of excavations on the pre
historic site at Fengate, near Peterborough, is 



due out in the autumn. It will be available at 
a reduced rate to members. A number of 
lecture meetings are held at various places 
around the county during the year, often in 
conjunction with local archaeological socie
ties, and there is an annual review meeting 
consisting of illustrated reports of recent 
archaeological work in the area. A new 
venture will be the publication in the autumn 
of a topical magazine of local archaeological 
news, the Northamptonshire Mirror. The Secre
tary is Mrs. S. Phillips, I6 Blandford Avenue, 
Kettering, and the subscription rates are: 
ordinary membership £5; family membership 
£6; institutional membership£7; students £3· 

In November I979 the Northamptonshire 
Record Office held an Open Day which 
attracted about 200 visitors. This year this 
was followed up by another in June when Boo 
people visited Delapre Abbey. On each 
occasion the Record Society opened its 
Library to the public. Much interest was 
displayed in the work of the Society and a 
number of publications sold. On the second 
occasion the opportunity was taken to put on 
display the collection of excellent paintings of 
Northamptonshire Military Uniforms by the 
late Mr. Ronald Panter which were deposited 
with the Society by his widow in I 962 and 
which illustrate the changes in military 
fashions from the pikemen and local trained 
bands of the XVII Century through to the 
sombre khaki and camouflage battledress of 
World War 11. There can be little doubt about 

Notes on contributors 

the appreciation of the general public of these 
opportunities to see around those parts of 
Delapre Abbey to which they do not normally 
have access. 

In our last issue we made mention of the 
Festival to take place between June and 
October of this year to celebrate the I 300th 
Anniversary of All Saints Church, Brixworth, 
"perhaps the most imposing memorial of the 
Seventh Century north of the Alps". The 
Festival is now well under way and its 
offerings, whether by way of Exhibition, 
Drama, Art, or Music have been uniformly 
of the highest quality. We offer our heartiest 
congratulations to all those who have been 
associated with it and who have worked so 
hard for its success. 

In June of this year Miss Dorothy M. 
Sladden, B.A., retired after over ten years' 
service as Secretary of the Society during 
which time her knowledge, patience and 
energy have been invaluable to us: indeed to 
many members she must have been almost 
synonymous with the Society. We wish her 
well in her retirement and inform members 
that her place has been taken by Mr. J. F. 
Wright, M.A., ·a solicitor and a lifelong resident 
in the County, who comments that he can 
only hope that in due course he will attain 
something approaching Miss Sladden's level 
of efficiency and hopes that members will 
exercise some degree of tolerance whilst he is 
learning how it was done. 

David Parsons is a member of the Brixworth Archaeological Research Committee and is 
hon. editor of the Archaeological Journal. 

A. E. Brown is chairman of the Northamptonshire Archaeological Society and edits its 
journal, Northamptonshire Archaeology. Like David Parsons he is in the Adult Education 
Department of the University of Leicester. 

Dr. Edmund King lectures at the University of Sheffield. His works include a monograph 
on the monastery of Peterborough and a history of England between I I74 and 1425. 

MichaelJ. Franklin is researching on the development of the parish in medieval Northampton
shire and Buckinghamshire at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge. 

Victor A. Hatley is a long-time student of Northamptonshire history, and is a senior lecturer 
at Nene College. His Northamptonshire Militia Lists 1777 was published by this society. 

Trevor Hold, a musician and writer, is resident tutor in Northamptonshire for the Adult 
Education Department of the University of Leicester. 

Mary R. Humphries was a science teacher before retirement. Her researches into the !slip 
industry originally arose out of her hobby ofrushwork. She is a member ofthe Thrapston 
Historical Society. 

Thanks are expressed to 
Northamptonshire Libraries, Northamptonshire Record Office and Cambridgeshire Libraries 
(Pett;rborough Division) for the loan of materials in their collections for reproduction. 



BRIXWORTH AND THE BONIFACE CONNEXION 

DAVID PARSONS 

By a happy coincidence I g8o is being cele
brated as _the I 300th anniversary both of the 
foundation of Brixworth Church and of the 
birth of St. Boniface, Anglo-Saxon monk and 
Apostle of the Germans (Plate I). This is-not 
the place to discuss whether 68o may truly 
claim to be the year of either of these signifi
cant events in Church history. The traditional 
date is a useful approximation and is not 
likely to be far wrong in either case. The 
simultaneous observation of the two anniver
saries offers a felicitous opportunity to re
assess the evidence for a connexion between 
the church and the saint. This note makes no 
claim to great originality. The principal 
evidence has been known and in print for a 
long time, though the main secondary source 
of information, the Victoria County History, 
presents it in such an unobtrusive way that 
most readers may be forgiven for not having 
seen the significance of it.l 

St. Boniface, whose original English name 
was Winfrith, is said to have been born at 
Crediton. He entered the monastery at Exeter 
and later moved to Nursling in Hampshire. 
Refusing the abbacy of Nursling, h~ l~ft 
England in 7 I 6 and spent the rest of h1s hfe 
as a missionary bishop in the eastern parts of 
the Frankish Empire-present-day Germany 
and Holland. He became eventually Arch
bishop of Mainz and, with a number of 
companions, was murdered in the Nether
lands in 754· His body was taken for burial, 
according to his own wish, to the monastery 
of Fulda (Hessen), which became the centre 
of a considerable cult. 

The story of modern interest in St. Boniface 
at Brixworth begins with the discovery in 
I Bog of a "bracket" in the wall of the "south 
aisle" (the present Verdun Chapel), which 
turned out to be a fourteenth-century reli-

1 [Victoria] history of the County of Northampton, 4, 
edited by L. F. Salzman. London: Oxford University 
Press for Institute of Historical Research, 1937, pp. 
151 and 157 n. 2. 

quary (Plate 2). This consists of two stones, 
in the lower of which is a cylindrical cavity. 
When discovered, it held a round box which 
contained, in the words of Sir Henry Dryden, 
quoting from a parish register " a fragment of 
bone and a slip or filament of Paper or 
Parchment, which had the appearance of a 
cobweb, and on opening the box fell to 
powder". 2 The entry in the register included 
a copy of a note by the Rev. Charles Marshall, 
Vicar of Brixworth I78o-I8I8, in which he 
claimed the bone as the relic of a saint and, 
lacking any identification, attributed it to St. 
Boniface. There is no way of confirming or 
refuting this attribution, though the evidence 
on which Marshall based his supposition is 
interesting in its own right. 

The earliest evidence is the grant in I 253 
of an annual fair on "the vigil, the feast and 
the morrow of St. Boniface". 3 From this 
Marshall deduced that Boniface must have 
been the original patron saint of Brixworth 
church and that the dedication changed to 
All Saints at the Reformation. This is an 
attractive theory, since there is an established 
link between fairs and patronal festivals as 
well as evidence for the widespread adoption 
of All Saints as a dedication at or just before 
the Reformation. 4 However, the earliest 
known reference to the dedication of Brix
worth church, the will of William de Brikles
worth, written in 1356, 5 gives it as All Saints, 

2 On two sculptures in Brixworth church, Nor
thamptonshire, Assoc. Archit. Soc. Rep. Pap., 22 (1893), 
p. 8o. 

3 Calendar of Charter Rolls, 1: Henr_y Ill, I 226-57, 
prepared ... by the Deputy Keeper of Records. 
London: H.M.S.O. 1903, p. 416. 

4 Bond, F., Dedications and patron saints of English 
churches. London, etc.: Oxford University Press, 1914, 
pp. 201, 191; Forster, F. Arnold, Studies in church 
dedications, 3 vols, London: Skeffington, 1899, pp. 14, 
503. 

5 Calendar of wills proved and enrolled in the Court of 
Husting A.D. I 258-I688, edited by R. R. Sharpe. 
London: Corporation of the City of London, 1889, 
p. 104. 
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PLATEr. A 12th-CENTURY STONE CARVING REPRESENTING ST. BONIFACE 
AS ARCHBISHOP IN THE CHURCH ON THE PETERSBERG, FULDA, W. GERMANY 

which precludes a change in the fourteenth 
century or later, and there is no reason to 
assume one between the mid-thirteenth and 
the mid-fourteenth (Pope Nicholas's Taxatio 
of 1291 does not'mention the dedication). 

The date of the fair does nevertheless 
suggest a particular veneration for St. 
Boniface at Brixworth, and this is borne out 
a.t the close of the Middle Ages by benefac
tions to the saint himself and to a gild 
dedicated to him. 6 The evidence for a St. 
Boniface gild is noteworthy since to the best 
of my knowledge there is no other medieval 
gild recorded with this dedication. 7 The 
attentjon paid to Boniface at Brixworth is in 
any case slightly surprising, since he is not a 
saint with a widespread cultus in medieval 
England, despite the intention immediately 
after his death of according him equal status 

6 Four wills in 1515; Serjeantson, R. M. and 
Longdon, H. 1., The parish churches and religious 
houses of Northamptonshire: their dedications, altars, 
images and lights, Archaeol. ]., 70, (1913), pp. 287, 
288. 

7 Westlake, H. F., The parish gilds of medieval 
England. London: S.P.C.K., 1919. 

with St. Augustine and St. Gregory and 
naming him "especial patron" of the English 
church. 8 Only five churches are dedi~ated to 
him (or-perhaps less likely-another saint 
of the same . name: see below) ; of these two 
are in the West Country, where one would 
expect to find evidence for the veneration of 
a local saint, and one is at Nursling, the site 
of the monastery which Boniface left for his 
continental mission. The five churches are: 
Branscombe and Manaton, Devon (both "St. 
Winfrid"); Nursling; Bonchurch, Isle of 
Wight; and Bunbury, Cheshire. 9 

The evidence from English medieval 
calendars is somewhat contradictory. Profes
sor Donald Bullough has kindly pointed 
out to me that whereas all published calen
dars before 1 100 have the Feast of St. 
Boniface,t 0 many later ones do not: the feast 
is omitted from ten out of eighteen Benedic-

8 English historical documents, 1: c.500-10421 edited 
by D. Whitelock. London: Eyre and Spottiswoode, 
1955, p. 762, no. 183. 

9 Arnold Forster, op. cit., pp. 436-37. 
10 Wormald, F., English kalendars before A.D. 1100. 

Henry Bradshaw Society, 7':1.. London, 1934. 
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PLATE 2. 14th-CENTURY STONE RELIQUARY FOUND IN BRIXWORTH CHURCH 

tine calendars.U Rather more significantly, 
some houses whose calendars include St. 
Boniface before 1 1 oo ignore him thereafter: 
Canterbury Cathedral and St. Augustine's; 
Durham· Evesham. Elsewhere it has been 
claimed 'that his feast had already lost its 
importance in the ninth century,12 and it was 
omitted from the Old English Martyrology, a 
document which now appears to date from 
the early to mid ninth centuryY St. Boniface's 
name does not appear in the lists of saints' 
resting places, 14 but this is no~ significa?t 
because the lists record only bunal places m 
this country and St. Boniface was buried in 

11 Wormald, F., English Benedictine kaiendars after 
A.D. 1100, 1: A-D; 2: E-N. Henry Bradshaw Society, 
77, 81. London, 1939, 1946. 

12 Sisam, C., An early fragment of the Old English 
Martyrology, Rev. Engl, Stud., new ser., 4 (1953), 
p. 2I4 n. 2. 

1s Cross, J. E., 'Legimus in ecclesiasticis historiis': 
a sermon for All Saints, and its use in Old English 
prose, Traditio, 33 (I 977), p. I 34· Mary Magdalen in 
the Old English Martyrology: the earliest extant 
"Narrat Josephus" variant of her legend, Speculum, 
53 (I978), p. 20. 

14 Rollason, D. W., Lists of saints' resting places in 
Anglo-Saxon England, Anglo-Saxon England, 7 (I978), 
pp. 6I-93· 

Germany. Nevertheless there is a strong sug
gestion that special interest in the saint did 
not survive the Anglo-Saxon period. Against 
this, most of the later medieval secular 
calendars give 5th June as the feast of a St. 
Boniface, 15 though several caveats must be 
noted. First, most of the calendars depend 
upon the use of Sarum or the use of York· 
since both places have the sth June festival: 
its appeararlce in the derivative calendars 
indicates copying rather than cultus. Second, 
liturgical cults do not necessarily imply active 
popular veneration. Third, these calendars
and one or two of the earlier Benedictine ones 
-reveal an underlying confusion between 
the Apostle of Germany (Bonifatius episc. 
mart.) and a fourth-century Roman saint of 
the same name (Bonifatius mart.), whose day 
is properly 14th May. Even if the calendar 
entries did amount to evidence of a cult, it 
would not be clear which saint was the sub
ject of it; indeed, one might argue that if the 
medieval scribes were confused about the 
identity of the saints they cannot have had a 
very high ·regard .for either of them. This 

15 Nigel Morgan, personal communication, 25th 
March 1980. 
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is not the place to attempt a thorough treat
ment of the calendar evidence, but super
ficially it seems safe to say that there is no 
case to be made for a Boniface cult, at least 
after the Norman Conquest. 

This evidence is matched by that of the 
medieval relic-lists from religious houses, 
which have been closely studied by Dr. I. G. 
Thomas. He has kindly allowed me to present 
information derived from his unpublished 
work on the subject. 16 Forty-six lists each 
contain the names of six or more saints whose 
relics were in the possession of the respective 
monasteries. St. Boniface is mentioned in six 
of these listsY This is hardly an impressive 
record when compared with popular saints, 
such as the Apostles, St. George, St. Cuthbert 
or St. Thomas of Canterbury, who figure on 
twenty or thirty of the lists (Becket is men
tioned no less than 38 times). Nevertheless, 
St. Boniface's score is noticeably better than 
average. Two-thirds of all the saints listed 
appear only three times or fewer. St. Boni
face's six mentions put him in the same 
league as other second-rank English saints, 
for example St. Grimbald, St. Guthlac and 
St. Margaret of Scotland. The relic-lists do 
not suggest, then, a total disregard for 
Boniface, but it is reasonable to ask whether 
they imply an active interest in him at the 
time when the lists were written (they are all 
twelfth-century or later). Unfortunately there 
is no indication of whether any of the relics 
had been recently acquired except in the case 
ofWestminster, where it is clear that the relic 
had been inherited from the Anglo-Saxon 
period, since it is listed among the donations 
of King Offa of Mercia, 757-96. 18 This, then, 
was a relic acquired very soon after the saint's 
death in 7 54· That is indeed the likeliest time 
fon·elics to have reached this country, though 
there is no documentary evidence for a 
donation from Fulda at this or any other 
date. 19 At Westminster, at all events, the 

16 Thomas, I. G., The cult of saints' relics in 
medieval England. University of London, unpub
lished Ph.D. thesis, 1975. 

17 The monasteries with St. Boniface relics were: 
Abingdon, Canterbury cathedral, St. Albans, Salis
bury, Westminster and York. The index of saints in 
Thomas, op. cit., also indicates Winchester, but I have 
been unable to find St. Boniface's name in the 
Winchester list. 

~ 8 History of Westminster Abbey by John of Flete, 
edtted by]. Armitage Robinson. Cambridge: Uni
versity Press, 1909, pp. 70-71. 

19 Professor]. Leinweber, personal communication, 
8th June 1979. 

relic had been in the monastery's possession 
for some seven centuries when the list was 
written, and it is no evidence for any par
ticular veneration of St. Boniface there in the 
later Middle Ages. 

Another interesting aspect of the relic-lists 
is the omissions. None of the three lists from 
Exeter, where Boniface-as Winfrith-first 
entered the monastic life, claims a relic of 
the saint. This is all the more surprising in 
view of the attention paid to him in the 
fourteenth-century ordinal of John of Gran
disson, 20 which implies a cultus at least in the 
locality. Another list which does not mention 
Boniface is that from Peterborough, the 
mother house ofBrixworth according to Hugo 
Candid us. 21 

Why, then, should St. Boniface have been 
given such prominence at Brixworth? The 
evidence of the Westminster relic-list and 
from the Benedictine calendars published by 
Wormald suggests that the veneration of the 
saint is likely to have had its origin in the 
Anglo-Saxon period, perhaps as early as the 
eighth century. If a suggestion by Professor 
R. H. C. Davis is accepted, then a direct 
connexion between Brixworth and the saint 
at that period may be envisaged. Davis pos
tulated Brixworth as the otherwise unidenti
fied Clofesho, the site of several church coun
cils in the eighth and ninth centuries. 22 The 
most important of these, the council of A.D. 

7 4 7, is notable because of the letter written 
by St. Boniface to Archbishop Cuthbert 
reporting on a Frankish synod directed by 
him, apparently in the same year. 23 The 
decrees of the two synods are so closely 
similar that the importance of Boniface, even 
in absentia, to the Council of Clofesho cannot 
be doubted. 24 If indeed Brixworth was 
Clofesho, then the connexion with St. Boniface 
is clear. One further possible link is likely to 
be no more than a coincidence. After the 
death of Boniface the monastery church at 

20 Ordinate Exon., 2 and 3, edited by]. N. Dalton, 
Henry Bradshaw Society, 28 and 63. London 1909, 
2, p. 407 and 3, pp. 247-48. 

21 The Chronicle of Hugh Candidus, a monk of Peter
borough, edited by W. T. Mellows. London: Oxford 
University Press for Friends of Peterborough 
Cathedral, 1949, p. 15. 

22 Davis, R. H. C., Brixworth and Clovesho, J. Br. 
Archaeol. Assoc., ser. 3, 25 (1962), p. 71. 

23 The letters of Saint Boniface, tras. with intra. by 
E. Emerton. Records of Civilisation, 31. New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1940, 136ff., no. LXII. 

24 Levison, W., England and the continent in the eighth 
century. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1946, p. 23. 
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Fulda was rebuilt on a vast scale . When the 
new church was dedicated on 1st November 
81g, the saint's remains were transferred from 
his original grave to the new western choir. 
1st November is All Saints' Day, and there
fore the patronal festival ofBrixworth church. 
It is tempting to speculate whether the date 
of the saint's translation became known at 
the monastery of Brixworth and influenced 
the choice of dedication. 25 But even at Fulda 
the day was not kept as Translatio Bonijatii; 
Fulda sacramentaries entitle the mass "Dedi
catio basilicae . .. ". 26 If the saint's translation 
was not celebrated in his own monastery, it 
is hardly likely to have become known farther 

afield, .and the coincidence of the dates must 
be fortuitous. 27 

25 -Since the feast of All Saints did not become 
settled on rst November and popular in the West 
until the eighth century or later, it is unlikely that 
Brixworth church had this dedication originally, if
as Hugo Candidus implies-it was founded in the 
late seventh. 

26 Professor D. A. Bullough, personal communica
tion, rgth March 1979; K. Ltibeck, Das Bonifatiusgrab 
zu Fulda. Fulda, 1947, p. roB. 

27 To heap coincidence upon coincidence, the Old 
English Martyrology has All Saints on rst November 
and attributes the institution of the feast to Pope 
Boniface ~V! This could conceivably have something 
to do with the choice of the day for the Fulda 
translation .... 

CREATIVE PRINTERS LTD 

Designers, Colour Printers 
up·to·date Manufacturers 

packaging for 

of products · · · 

of 

a wide 
maybe 

range 
yours! 

We specialize In every form of printed and folded box 

DENINGTON INDUSTRIAl ESTATE W·ElliNGBOROUGH 



184 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 
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CHEL VERDESCOTE AGAIN 

A. E. BROWN 

In the last issue of .Northamptonshire Past and Present1 the. late Mr. P. N. Skelton made the 
interesting suggestion that the name Chelverdescote, hitherto generally taken to have belonged 
to a lost settlement somewhere in SW Northamptonshire, in fact applied to the whole of the 
area encompassed in the Bad by charter of A. D. 944· The purpose of this note is to put forward 
an alternative suggestion, namely that the place known as Chelverdescote in the early records 
is not among the lost villages of England but the perfectly healthy village known to us today 
as Great Everdon. 

The arguments are based on the taxation assessments acco.rded to Chelverdescote in 
Domesday Book and the 12th century Northamptonshire Survey, and have in part already 
been discussed elsewhere. 2 

To deal with Domesday Book first; here, under Gravesend Hundred, Celverdescote is said 
to contain four hides and land for ro ploughs. 3 Long ago]. H. Round pointed out that in 
this part of Northamptonshire a figure of 4 hides represented a beneficial reduction of 6o% 
for the purposes of taxation from an original hideage figure of r o. The ploughland figure ea~ 
be taken as a fresh assessment for royal taxation designed to produce a greater yield and in 
this area seems to have entailed a conscious effort to get back to the original hideage figure. 

Now one of the features of the Domesday assessments for the Hundred of Gravesend is 
the apparent smallness of the figures for Everdon-a rating of! hide and land for one plough, 
and a recorded population of two villeins and two bordars. 4 This is far smaller than we would 
reasonably expect for Great Everdon, still less for Great and Little Everdon put together. 
But the position is made more intelligible if the Domesday Everdon is taken to be the present 
Little Everdon and Celverdescote, with its demesne serf, nine villeins and three bordars, is 
equated with the present Great Ever?on. Moreover, the sum total of the ploughland figures 
for all the component parts ofthe panshes ofBadby, Dodford and Everdon, together with the 
10 allotted to Celverdescote, amounts precisely to 30-which is the original hideage assessment 
of the great estate consisting of these parishes conveyed in the charter of A. D. 944· 

What then of the Northamptonshire Survey? This shows that in the 12th century 
Chelverdescote (or Chelurdesco.te, or Chelredescote) had p~ssed i~to the ownership of that powerful 
landholder the Earl of Leicester, and had been spht up m to three estates; one is curiously 
listed under the Hundred of Albodestowe and rated at ! hide; another under Gravesend 
Fawsley Hundred at two hides; and a t~ird under ~lwardeslea Hundred, held by Geoffrey 
de Torevill at one hide and two small VIrgates makmg a total assessment of three hides and 
seven smali virgates (or 3 7/IO hides) to compare with the Domesday figure offour hides.s 

Now Everdon is also recorded in this document, in a way which clearly shows that the 
'":hole .parish is being dealt with. Four estates ~re listed. 6 One, amounting to eight small 
virgates (or 4/5 hide), belonged to Hugh the Shenffand had been granted to Daventry Priory 
and cle~rly represents Little Everd?n. This leaves thre~ estates, one held by the Abbey of 
Bernay m Normandy, rated at 2t hides and two small VIrgates, another (four small virgates) 
held by Ralf de Waundeville and a third (also four small virgates) held by "Waiter". These 
add up to three hides and .five small virgates (3! hides) which is very close to the total assess
ment for Chelverdescote given in the same document. 

1 Northamptonshire Past and Present 6, 3, I 980, I I 5-7. 
2 A. E. Brown, T. R. Key, C. Orr, "Some Anglo 

Saxon estates and their boundaries in South West 
Northamptonshire", Northamptonshire Archaeology, I2, 

1977, 155·76. 
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3 Victoria County History, Northamptonshire, I, 322. 
4 Ibid., 309. 
6 Ibid., 369, 370, 372; there were 10 small virgates 

to the hide, ibid., 358. 
6 Ibid., 371. 
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This lends weight to the suggestion that the three estates of the Chelverdescote of the 
Northamptonshire Survey and the three estates at Everdon were located in the same place 
(setting aside Little Everdon which was always a separate concern manorially). A possible 
sequence of events might have involved the amalgamation by the earl of the Chelverdescote 
estates listed under Albodestowe (l hide) and Gravesend (two hides): to these were added the 
two small virgates of the third estate said to be held by Geoffrey de Torevill in Alwardeslea. 
This estate was granted to the Abbey of Bernay, a gift confirmed rather than actually made 
by Henry II in his charter to that abbey of 1156-7.7 The remaining hide was divided equally 
between Ralf de Waundeville and Waiter (but as two units of four virgates rather than five). 

But why the confusion between Chelverdescote and Great Everdon in the first place? 
The name Chelverdescote means the cot or cottage of Ceolward; it has nothing to do with 
Ceolwulf or the River Cherwell. 8 This suggests a dependent settlement of some sort. Now 
Great Everdon does lie very close t:o the edge of the territory of Everdon parish in just the 
position such a "secondary" settlement might be expected to have. But Domesday Book 
shows that in terms of population, manorial organisation and in particular its acquisition of 
a church-a priest is recorded-it had outstripped its neighbour by far. In these circumstances, 
and bearing in mind that the name Everdon applied to the whole area ofthe parish as well as 
to the "original" village at the centre of it, it is perhaps not too surprising that Chelverdescote 
began to be known as Everdon as well and that its original name ceased to be used. 

7 Calendar of Documents preserved in France, 137-8. 
8 As suggested by Mr. Skelton and in Domesday 

Book, Northamptonshire, Phillimore, 1979. The deriva-

* * * 

tion of Ceolward' s cot has been suggested by Professor 
K. Cameron of the University of Nottingham, 
Honorary Director, The English Place-Name Society. 

* * 

OBITUARY 

MR. HAROLD GEORGE CLIFTON 

Most Northamptonshire towns and villages have at least one native son with an abiding 
fascination with the history and fabric of the place. Sometimes they commit their collected 
knowledge to paper but more often their self-appointed task is to preserve valuable ephemera 
for posterity, and not infrequently are generous beyond expectation to others who come to 
them wanting to use their collections. One such was Harold Clifton, who died on 27th 
September at the age of 66. 

Except for service in the army in Hitler's war, he lived his life at Long Buck by where 
his mother taught at the school. He was no scholar, but following his trade of carpenter he at 
some time or other got into every nook and cranny of the village and it was the stones of the 
place, and the old shoemaker tradition there that were his history teachers. Over the years 
he amassed much local material, the centrepiece of which was a fine collection of over 300 

photographs which this writer was privileged to use on more than one occasion. 
He was a member of this Society, and a regular attender at adult education classes 

promoted by the Workers' Educational Association and the University of Leicester and at 
lectures of the now defunct Northamptonshire Local History Committee. A modest and in a 
droll sort of way, self-deprecating man he will be remembered with affection by his r'n.any 
friends in the local history and industrial archaeology fraternity. R.L.G. 



THE TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH IN THE 
EARLY MIDDLE AGES 

EDMUND KING 

Most readers of this journal will not need to 
be told that Peterborough is a "new town". of 
the twentieth century, and that this status has 
had its impact on the city. As the quality of 
modern buildings deteriorates so, by a form 
of symbiosis, our knowledge of medieval 
buildings improves. The work of the Nene 
Valley Archaeological Unit, which can be 
followed through its annual journal Durobrivae, 
has produced much insight into the medieval 
town as well as remarkable discoveries from 
Roman times and earlier. From the work on 
the early medieval period two ideas seem to 
me to stand out. The first is the new sugges
tion that Peterborough was a burh in the late 
Saxon period. The second is the more syste
matic development of the idea that Peter
borough was a "new town" also centuries 
ago, its late medieval layout resulting from an 
act of town planning in the early twelfth 
century. In each case I am impressed by the 
evidence, but not quite convinced by it. 
This short note cannot solve the points at 
issue: it is offered as a contribution to 
discussion. 

I will start with the earliest survey that 
allows us to form an impression of the popula
tion of Peterborough in the medieval period. 
This is found in a survey that was made some 
time between I I 25 and I I 28. 1 I will condense 
the survey a little, but not leave out any of 
the men recorded there. 

There are 32 full villeins here, and I 2 half 
villeins, and I 5 cottagers . . . And besides 
these there are 55 men who pay rent and 
owe suit of court ... And Alsward holds 
I 8 burgages . . . And besides these there 
are I o men who hold their land by ser
jeanty, and if they do not perform service 
*This article is an abridged and revised version of 

a talk given to the Peterborough Museum Society in 
March 1976. Mr. Patrick King and Dr. Sandra 
Raban were kind enough to read and comment upon 
a draft of it. 

1 Chronicon Petroburgense, ed. T. Stapleton (Camden 
Soc., xlvii, 1849), p. 161. 

they pay rent ... There are three men who 
serve the lepers . . . There are three fisher
men, who render I5S a year in fish ... The 
abbot's knights have I8 hostels in Peter
borough, and their servants have 6 hostels. 

Note fint the number of men. I 72 persons are 
listed in the survey. If we allow each of these 
four dependants, and do not forget the monks 
themselves-of whom there were sixty ac
cording to the survey 2-this cannot have been 
a town with less than a thousand souls. They 
are a mixed lot. But a distinction can be 
made straight away between those who 
worked on the abbot's estate, the agricultural 
workers, and the rest. Most of the rest were 
freeholders, but some had more specialist 
tenures, like the cooks, porters and others who 
held serjeanty tenures within the abbey itself. 
The abbey's knights had lodgings here also. 
It is clear to us that Peterborough was both 
an agricultural settlement and an urban one. 
But the survey was not organised in this way. 
All were lumped in together. All alike were 
St. Peter's men. 

Where did they all live? This is one area of 
debate, and so I will take the evidence as 
carefully as I can, seeking to distinguish 
between what is reasonably established and 
what is hypothesis. Where are the main agri
cultural workers first of all, the "full villeins" 
or virgaters, who held 30 ac1 .~ of land in the 
fields? The surveys of the t-.:trly thirteenth 
century provide a start. There were I 3 
virgaters in Peterborough, and the others 
lived in twq hamlets, I 7 in Dogsthorpe and 
five in Eastfield. 3 Our concern is with the I 3 
men in Peterborough. They lived in Bond
gate, "the street of the peasants". The 
identification has been generally agreed, and 
it can be firmly established by a later survey 

2 Ibid., p. 167. Forty servants are listed here also, 
department by department within the monastery: 
ibid., pp. 167-8. 

3 Society of Antiquaries of London, MS. 6o, fos. 
181r-18gr. 
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.... ..... Possible extent of 
Anglo -Saxon burgh 

500 

Feet MEDIEVAL PETERBOROUGH 

FIG. 1. THE TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH IN THE MIDDLE AGES 
Note the line of the monastery precincts, and the suggested boundary of the Anglo-Saxon burh. 

made c. I400 which lists under the heading 
Bondgate the same I 3 tenancies. 4 The 
peasants then lived to the north and east of 
the abbey precincts. 

Now that we have them settled, we can 
come back to the two ideas that form the 
starting-point of this paper, with the aid of 
John Steane's map (Figure I). In it a line has 
been drawn around the Anglo-Saxon burh, 
which encloses little more than the abbey 
precincts and a group of dwelling sites around 
what has been identified as the early site of 
the parish church, and the early site of the 
market. 5 This-and I continue to leave the 
evidence for the burh on one side-goes with 
the suggestion that Martin of Bee, ~?bot 
between I I 33 and I I 55, founded a new 
town" on a different site, to the west of the 

4 British Library, Cotton MS. Nero C. VII, fo. 
I74r. 

6 D. Macreth, "Tout Hill Close, Peterborough", 
Durobrivae, 2 (1974), pp. 24-6. The map is redrawn, 
with the author's kind permission, from .John Steane, 
The Northamptonshire Landscape (1974), p. 148; and see 
the discussion ibid., pp. 74-5, 146-51. 

monastery. 6 The "new wwn" has its docu
mentary foundation in a passage in the 
chronicle of Hugh Candidus .. Hugh wrm:e in 
Latin, as follows. 7 

In ecclesia et in aliis officinis et in pluribus 
locis semper operabatur, et portam monas
terii et mercatum et portum navium et 
villam multo melius mutavit, et multa 
emendavit. 

The latter part of this extract may be trans
lated, and much will turn on the translation, 
as follows. 

The gate of the monastery and the market 
and the ships' landing-place and the town 
he greatly changed for the better, and he 
improved many things. 

The difficulty in each case is to decide what 
6 Peterborough Local Administration, ed. W. T. Mel

lows, i (N.R.S., ix, 1939), pp. ci-cii; Steane, Northamp
tonshire Landscape, pp. 14 7-50. 

7 The Chronicle of Hugh Candidus, ed. W. T. Mellows 
(Oxford, 1949), p. 122. A translation of this work is 
published by the Peterborough Museum Society, 2nd 
edn. (1966), and is still available from them; for this 
passage, pp. 67-8. 
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was improved and what was bodily trans
ported. Was the gate moved? the market? the 
hithe? the town itself? A very good case has 
been made for a move in the site of the 
market, which was moved from the east of 
the monastery to the west. That change in 
itself will have transformed the town: the 
periodic bustle of the market was what made 
the town, and distinguished it from the 
countryside. 8 If the market moved then there 
is a case for thinking that the hithe, which 
provided water access to it, will have moved 
also. But such changes would not in them
selves have implied major building works. It 
is this I think causes the difficulty, the idea 
that . these changes were part of a much 
larger reconstruction of the town. The 
passage in the chronicle does not. requ~fe 
such a reading, and there are some difficulties 
in accepting it. 

The main difficulty lies in finding where 
all the men listed in I I 25-the freeholders, 
the serjeants, the knights themselves-can 
have lived, if it were not to the west of the 
monastery, and outside the boundaries of the 
earlier burh, if earlier burh there was. We know 
where their descendants lived, from charters 
which become abundant from the last quarter 
of the twelfth century. 9 Early in the thirteenth 
century Sarah the widow of William Pimmes 
gave rents of I 3-!d to the lady chapel in the 
monastery church. This is a collection of 
urban rents, with small parcels of arable la~d 
attached to each holding: a messuage m 
Cowgate, which previously belonged to 
Adam Whitecook; a shop next to the house 
of Robert Carpenter against the market
place; two shops in the market-place b~l~ng
ing to Richard of Whittlesey and W1lham 
Marshall. Robert Wortecock had a messuage 
in Hithegate and three acres of meadowland 
in Newark. Richard ofScotendon had a house 
in Priestgate. He was a man of substance, as 
was one of his near neighbours, William 

8 Some interesting remarks on what is called the 
"periodicity" of the market will be found in C. 
Phythian-Adams, Desolation of a City: Coventry and the 
Urban Crisis of the late Middle Ages (Cambridge, I979), 
pp. IO-I I. . 

8 The following cartularies have been . used: 
Peterborough Dean and Chapter MS. I (cited as 
Swapham); Bough ton House, Buccleuch MS., Sacrist's 
register (cited as Franceys; to be edited by Mrs J anet 
Martin as one of the Anthony Mellows Memorial 
volumes); Carte Nativorum, ed, C. N. L. Brooke and 
M. M. Postan (N.R.S., xx, I966), pp. I69-200, nos. 
496-548. 

Pudding, who was bailiff of the town c. I200.10 

The names of some of these men recall the 
holders of serjeanties, who might work or pay 
rent. The hostels of the knights are more 
difficult to find. A charter of William son of 
Eustace· for land in Westgate has four mem
bers of knightly families as its first witnesses. 
A messuage in Howgate, towards abbot 
Martin's bridge, was formerly. that of Gerard 
Chamberlain. In the same area was a man 
who held three acres of land of the Southorpe 
fee. 11 The ancestors of these men and women 
can be seen in the records of the abbot's 
court.12 They cannot be tied down to the 
same areas bifore abbot Martin's day. All that 
can be said is that, by any standards we can 
identify, these were the established families. 
Is it not possible that they had lived on the 
"West side" all along, and that this was why 
the market was moved, because it was here 
that its customers were? There are certainly 
problems in finding space for them in the east, 
problems which excavations seem only to 
have increased. 

Whether Peterborough was a burh, a 
borough in any formal sense, before the 
Norman Conquest, is a separate question. 
Miss L. Bateson was categorical on this 
matter. 

There is nothing to urge in favour of a 
Saxon origin for the borough beyond the 
statement of the Anglo-Saxon chronicle 
that Abbot Kenulf, 992-I005, made a wall 
about the minster, and changed the name 
Medeshamstede to Burgh, and the cause 
of this change of name William of Malmes
bury (writing when the town had un
doubtedly become a borough) explicitly 
ascribes to the building of the wallY 

This judgement should not be set aside 
without good cause. We know that the 
majority of the boroughs of the late Saxon 
period, if they were not towns of Roman 
foundation, were new foundations, fortified 
as part of an organised scheme of defence. 
Many of these burhs were associated with 

10 Swapham, fos. I84r-v, I63v, I65r-v; Franceys, 
PP 4-5. 

11 Franceys, pp. I 6-7, 2 I -2, 26-7. 
12 For these records, many of them dating from the 

time of abbot Martin of Bee, see E. King, Peterborough 
Abbey I086-IJIO (Cambridge, 1973), pp. 27-9. 

13 V.C.H. Northamptonshire, ii (1906), p. 424, citing 
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, E. s.a. 963 (Everyman edn., 
p. I I 7), and Willelmi M almesbiriensis de Gestis Pontifi
cum Anglorum, ed. N. E. S. A. Hamilton (Rolls Ser., 
52, x87o), p. 3I7. 
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controlling lines of communication and 
defending river crossings.14 Peterborough, as 
will be shown, had no such strategic impor
tance. There was close to Peterborough a 
burh that met these criteria, and that was 
Stamford; this had over 400 inhabited 
houses at the time of Domesday Book.15 

Peterborough was not a Domesday borough; 
not just in the sense that it was not listed as a 
borough, but its urban element was simply 
ignored in the survey. As against this, what is 
there? We have found a penny that was lost, 
and a measure of rejoicing is appropriate.16 

But many of the holdings round the early 
market, to be seen on the Eayre map of 17~1, 
were not burgage tenancies but the messuages 
of agricultural workers. The suggested boun
dary of the Anglo-Saxon burh cuts right 
across the settlement of this area. The ditch 
of the burh has been looked for: "no such ditch 
was found". 17 This of itself proves nothing 
one way or the other. The excavation of 
Tout Hill Close was valuable though in 
fi!lding no evidence for occupation earlier 
than the late fifteenth century. 18 Had the burh 
been as marked out on the map, patches of 
open ground would have been very hard to 
find. 

The survey of 1400 and the map of 1721 
(Figure 2) tell the same story. The agricultural 
settlement can be seen to the east of the 
monastery, and the town to the west of it. 
What is really at issue here is whether this is 
a division that dates from the mid twelfth 
century, or one that goes back further in time, 
to the time of the Norman Conquest, or even 
to the time of the monastery's foundation. 
The siting of the parish church to the east of 
the monastery is further evidence that the 
original market-place has been correctly 
identified here, and that the market was an 
old one. For in the twelfth century the old 
markets were Sunday markets. As David 
Palliser puts it: "the early markets had a 
customary origin and arose from the weekly 

14 C. A. Ralegh Radford, "The Pre-Conquest 
Boroughs of England, Ninth to Eleventh Centuries", 
Proceedings of the British Academy, lxiv (1978), pp. 131-
53, espec. pp. 147-9. 

15 The Lincolnshire Domesdqy and the Lindsey Survey, 
ed. C. W. Foster and T. Longley, int. F. M. Stenton 
(Lincoln Rec. Soc., 19, 1924), pp. xxxiii-iv, 8-1 r. 

16 Steane, Northamptonshire Landscape, p. 146. 
11 J. P. Wild, "The Year's Work: 1974", Durobrivae, 

3 (1975), p. 6. 
1a Mackreth, as cited above note 5; cf. Medieval 

Archaeology, xviii (1974), p. 200. 

gathering in the churchyard, before or after 
mass, of men who on other days could not 
spare time from the agricultural routine to 
meet to trade" .19 Martin's bridge linked the 
east with the west side. 20 But still until the 
mid-fifteenth century the great majority of 
the townspeople had to trudge to the old 
church. They petitioned the bishop, that "in 
the winter season they could not, on account 
of the waters, attend the parish church but 
with the utmost difficulty". 21 We are given 
here a clear image of the two settlements; 
though the level of the waters may well have 
been inflated for the bishop's benefit. 

Who else lived around the old market? I 
have argued that there cannot have been 
room on the east side, at least by the later 
eleventh century, for the knightly tenants and 
the great majority of the townsmen who as 
artisans and traders ministered to the com
munity's needs and those of their fellows. I 
am less sure about the abbey's servants at 
this time, the tenants in serjeanty. The 
nearest that I come, in looking at the docu
mentary evidence, to feeling that I can see a 
"new creation" is in some late 12th century 
charters which seem to show remarkably 
regular holdings. The five daughters of 
Gilbert Plumer of Peterborough sold for 25s 
half the tenement which William ofWaledene 
formerly held in the town, saving to them
selves 2f acres of arable in the fields. 22 There 
are other charters which suggest the linking 
of a messuage with five acres of land. 23 A 
measure of regulation can be glimpsed here, 
and possibly a measure of regulated colonisa
tion of land. That the serjeanty holders were 
moved in the mid twelfth century is a 
possibility. More than this I find difficult to 
credit. 

What then were the changes made in 
abbot Martin's day? The idea of the "new 
town", after all, represents a possible reading 
of Hugh Candidus's text, and parallels can 
be found elsewhere. Landlords in the twelfth 

19 D. M. Palliser and A. C. Pinnock, "The Markets 
of Medieval Staffordshire", North Staffordshire Journal 
of Field Studies, 9 (1969), pp. 49-63, quotation from 
p. 6o. 

20 The location is established by Peterborough Local 
Administration, p. ci. 

21 /bid., pp. 225; cited in the translation of J. 
Bridges, The History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire 
(1791), ii, 543· 

22 Swapham, fo. 234r. 
23 The point is discussed more fully in my Peter

borough Abbey, pp. s8-6 I. 
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FIG. 2. THE CEN~RAL PA~~ 0~ T. EAYRE'S MAP OF PETERBOROUGH, 1721 
A gap may still be seen m the bmldmg lme between the old agricultural settlement north-east of 

the cathedral and the town to the west of it. .The division was at Martin's Bridge, which is no. 29 on 
the map: the key to the numbermg of the map regrettably does not survive. 

(Cambridgeshire Libraries, Peterborough Division ) 

century did found new towns alongside their 
agricultural manors; they made them urban 
by the privileges they granted to them. 24 Few 
seem to have been doing this during the 
anarchy of Stephen's reign, though Lichfield 
in Staffordshire may be an exception here. 25 

24 The general survey of this topic is M. W. Heres
ford, The New Towns of the Middle Ages (1967). 

25 C. C. Taylor, "The Origins of Lichfield, Staffs", 
Trans. South Staffordshire Arch. and Hist. Soc., 10 

(rg68-g), pp. 43-52. 

But its looking a little premature is not the 
argument against the new town. It is rather 
whether the '·'golden borough" of the late 
Anglo-Saxon period can ever have fitted 
within the confines suggested for it here. 26 

There is also the point that a refoundation of 
the mid-twelfth century might have brought 
with it a request for more privilege than the 
abbey wished to grant. We know that it was 
only in the early thirteenth century that 

26 Hugh Candidus, p. 38; trans. p. 20. 
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tenants in Peterborough obtained a formal 
remission of their villein disabilities. 27 John 
Steane draws a useful parallel with Bury St 
Edmunds, where some elements of a planned 
town have been discovered, though the 
planning here is the work of the late eleventh 
century. 28 How "planned" does Peterborough 
look? Others must take their own views. What 
did Hugh Candidus mean to convey when he 
wrote villam mutavit? The same word is found 
in a contemporary charter, in which a knight 
from Castor wished to become a priest, 
volens vitam suam mutare. 29 When a monk of the 
twelfth century wrote of a "new creation" he 
had in mind the images of the scriptures. 
When he wrote of bridge-building, the word 
he would use was pontifex, and this would 
have called to mind the images of the 
Benedictine Rule. These general remarks 
may not lead us further forward, but they 
may urge against too literal a reading ofHugh 
Candidus's text. 

It will be clear from what has been said 
that in formulating any view of the early 
development of the town, a large part will be 
played by the view which is formed of the 
method of access to it. Hugh Candidus wrote 
glowingly of Peterborough's convenient situa
tion. 

On all sides it is beautiful to look upon and 
easy to approach on foot, save only on the 
eastern side where there is no coming to it 
save in a boat. Near the monastery and on 
its southern side there flows the river Nene, 
which when a man has passed, he is free 
to go whithersoever he will. 30 

This second section of the paper will be 
concerned with Peterborough's communica
tions. In proper medieval fashion, I will try 
to gloss Hugh Candidus's text. We have to 
deal with access by land and access by water, 
for those on foot and those on horseback, for 
the boats and the carts which supplied the 
market. The original market-place was to the 
east of the monastery. How was it ap
proached? According to Mr. Mellows: "The 
first highway through the vill, from Lincoln
shire into Huntingdonshire, passed the 

27 E. King, "Two Charters of Liberty", Northants 
Past and Present, v, pt. I (I972-3), pp. 37-42. 

28 Steane, Northamptonshire Landscape, p. I 49; cf. 
M. D. Lobe!, The Borough of Bury St. Edmund's 
(Oxford, I935), pp. I-I5. 

29 Peterborough D. and C. MS. 5, fo. 25v. 
so Hugh Candidus, p. 5; trans. p. 2. 

eastern boundary of the abbey through the 
Bondgate and crossed the river Nene by a 
ford situated to the east of the city bridge." 31 

Any topographical identification made by 
Mr. Mellows carries considerable authority. 
But what has happened to this road? The 
I 72 I map, which tells so much, has no trace 
of it. This is a worry. Any ford would have 
been in regular use until there was a bridge, 
and perhaps indeed after this. And so, when 
was the first bridge? We know that it was 
there around I 300. 32 There is the suggestion 
that abbot Martin himself may have built a 
bridge over the Nene. 33 But John Steane is 
right to remind us that the road which leads 
to the bridge is in the medieval period not 
Bridge Street but Hithegate. The name draws 
attention to the ships, not the carts; to the 
water, not the land. 3 ' 

The site of the earliest hithe has proved 
difficult to identify. Little uncertainty, how
ever, seems to have possessed the abbey's 
tenant Hereward and the Danes who came 
with him to attack the monastery in 1067. 36 

Then very early on the morning of the same 
day came the aforesaid evildoers with 
many ships, but the monks and their men 
closed the gates, and courageously began 
to defend them from above, and a strenu
ous battle was there fought at the Bolhithe 
gate. 

Bolhithe gate lay immediately to the south 
of the monastery. On this one matter of 
topography it is possible to go a little beyond 
Mr. Mellows' identifications. 36 The key is a 
passage in Bridges: "From DerJ::>y-yard is the 
way through B6lehythe-gate into the meadow, 

31 Peterborough Local Administration, i, p. ci. 
32 Ibid., p. ciii; the earliest surviving afc for the 

town, from I 300- I, similarly has a sum rendered ''for 
the pennies collected at the bridge": Northants R. 0. 
FitzwilliamfMilton roll 2388, m. Ir. 

33 Peterborough Local Administration, p. cii. 
34 Northamptonshire Landscape, p. I49· 
35 Hugh Candidus, p. 78 (trans. pp. 40-I); The 

Peterborough Chronicle I070-II5tJ, ed. Cecily Clark, 
2nd edn. (Oxford, I970), p. 2. 

36 It has been suggested that Bull Gate was "the 
hithe on the north bank of the river on the east side 
of the town bridge": The Book of William Morton, ed. 
W. T. Mellows, P. I. King and C. N. L. Brooke 
(N.R.S., xvi, I954), p. I24 note 1. The translation of 
Hugh Candidus, p. 4I note I, states that "the Bolhithe 
gate was presumably at the east end of the abbey near 
the site of the Florence Saunders Nursing Home, as at 
this period the road through Peterborough crossed 
the river by a ford and passed the East end of the 
abbey". The site of the hi the is correctly identified in 
Peterborough Local Administration, i, p. ci. 
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where Bole-dyke parting Pond-close from 
Boat-close falls into the Nyrie." 37 It is possible 
to go from this to the Peterborough enclosure 
award of I 82 I, where Bell Dike separates 
Pond Close from Prebends Close. A road 
leads to the dike (and not further west); and 
there is access from this road to minster 
precincts due south of the cathedral. 3 8 The 
precise point of access to the monastery in 
medieval times cannot be established from 
this later evidence, 39 but there can be no 
doubt as tothe location ofthe hithe. In I30I-2 

abbot Godfrey of Crowland (the place of his 
birth may be significant) built a domus at 
Bolhithegate for receiving boats. 40 We may 
envisage here a wharf and covered sheds. 
This was only one point of access to the town, 
but it was the most convenient to the monas
tery. The new hithe indeed may have been 
intended to draw traffic away from the 
abbey grounds, something on the lines of a 
modern by-pass. If this was intended, we can 
see from William Morton's book that the 
traffic still continued. Thatch came from 
Stanground and from Whittlesey, bricks from 
Wiggenhall and from closer t? home, and 
hay came from Coxholme, omma per aquam
all the way by water. The cost of each con
signment included its transport to the hi the; 
there were separate entries for carriage by 
cart from the hithe to the almonry, or into 
the town. 41 And it was not only the Bolhithe 
that provided an alternative water access to 
the town. To the north there was Woodhithe 
in Boroughbury, the home farm of Peter
borough. 4 2 Four boat-loads of stone went from 

37 Bridges, Northamptonshire, ii, 538. 
38 Northants R.O., Peterborough Enclosure Award, 

M.L. 861. What there appears as Pond Close appears 
as Derby Yard in the map in V.C.H. Northants, ii, 
448. From the passage in Bridges cited in the text, and 
from the more precise description of ~he abbot's 
property in 1541 printed in The Foundatwn of Peter
borough Cathedral, ed. W. T. Mellows (N.R.S., xiii, 
1941), p. 41, it is clear that Derby Yard should rather 
be looked for immediately north and west of Bull 
Dike. It is very likely the area at. the south-west ?f 
the cathedral precincts marked w1th the figure 7 m 
the 1721 map. 

39 For "Watergate", Foundation of Peterborough 
Cathedral, p. 41; cf. Mellows, ibid., pp. xli-iv. 

40 "Item fecit unam domum ad portam Bolehithe 
pro navibus recipiendis": B.L. Add. MS. 39758, fo. 
103v (new fol.), 96v (old fol.); printed J. Sparke, 
Historiae Coenobii Burgensis Scriptores Varii (1723), p. 
155· 

41 William Morton, pp. 9, 33, 41, 87, 95, 123-4. 
u Bridges, Northamptonshire, ii, 538. 

there to Thorney in I 300- I. 43 There was meet 
access to Peterborough, by land and water, 
from all sides. 

Peterborough lay on the very edge of the 
fenland. It lay well to the east ofthe main line 
of north-south communications, both in 
Roman and in medieval times. In Roman 
times the focus of north-south communica
tions was Durobrivae. 44 Ermine Street crossed 
the Nene 'by a bridge at Ailsworth. David 
Hill has the fascinating suggestion that the 
London bridge of the ninth-century charter 
should be looked for no further than here. 45 

Bury St Edmunds abbey had a plot of land 
in Castor for the storage of stone before its 
shipment down the Nene ;46 so also did 
Thorney abbey. 47 Some wharves have been 
identified here. 48 The bridge may have been 
decayed by late Saxon times. 49 

Whenever it decayed the great road 
junction of the medieval period was as it 
remains today, not Castor but at Wansford. 50 

Here, well to the west of Peterborough, lay 
the main river crossing of the Nene. One line 
of approach to Wansford from the south werrt 
through Huntingdonshire, roughly along the 
line of the modern A r. When the vicar of 
Peterborough was taken ill on abbey business 
in 1453, he came back to the town via four 
nights' accommodation, stopping at Ware, 
Royston, Huntingdon and Stilton along the 
way. 51 There was though an important alter
native route which ran up through Nor-

43 Northants R.O., FitzwilliamfMilton a/c roll 
2388, m. 1r. 

44 Most conveniently, see the map in Durobrivae, 
e.g. 7 (1979), p. 5· The more recent maps usefully 
pick out the land over soft. 

45 D. Hill, "The Death of the Ailsworth Witch", 
Durobrivae, 4 ( 1976), p. 13. 

46 Carte Nativorum, p. 193, no. 533· M. W. Beres
ford and J. K. S. St. Joseph would seem to be in 
error in locating these wharves on the Welland: 
Medieval England: An Aerial Survey, 2nd edn. (Cam
bridge, 1979), p. 255· See further here V.C.H. 
Northants, ii. 294, part of an excellent discussion of the 
material relating to the Barnack stone quarries. 

47 Peterborough New Town (R.C.H.M. ), 1g6g, p. 22 
under "Boat House Complex", and fig . g (p. 21 ). 

48 Cambridge University Library, Add. MS. 3020, 
fo. 227v; a reference kindly supplied by Dr. Raban. 

49 Durobrivae, 4, p. 1 3· 
50 Early documentary sources relating to Wansford, 

in which parochial rights over the men who lived 
there were in dispute, have recently been printed in 
English Episcopal Acta I: Lincoln ro67-I r85 (1g8o), ed. 
D. M. Smith, pp. 41, 167-8, nos. 63, 268. 

51 William Morton, p. 59· 
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FIG. 3· PART OF EAYRE AND JEFFREY'S MAP OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE OF 1779 
showing Peterborough's location in relation to the main line of north-south communications 

both in Roman times (see Norman Cross Way and Durobrivae) and later. 

thamptonshire via Oggerston. 52 It was this 
route that ran through Peterborough territory, 
for the abbey's landholding in northern 
Northamptonshire lay on either side of the 
Nene. Warmington was the demesne manor 
that served as a gateway to property to the 
south and west. 53 Directly to the south of 
Peterborough was an area controlled by 
others, by the abbeys ofThorney and Ramsey 

62 F. M. Stenton, " The Road System of Medieval 
England", in his Preparator_y to Anglo-Saxon England, 
ed. Doris M. Stenton (Oxford, 1970), p. 242 and 
note 2. See also A. Rogers ( ed. ), The Making of 
Stamford (Leicester, 1965), p. 38. 

63 There is a sketch-map of the abbey's network of 
communications, possibly dating from the late 14th 
century, in Swapham, fo. 368r. On this see my article 
in Local Maps and Plans of Medieval England, ed. 
P. D. A. Harvey and R. A. Skelton (Oxford, forth
coming). 

in particular. 54 

Wansford was a junction of land and water, 
not just a crossing-point. A charter of I I 84 is 
dated at Wansford, "in transfretatione'; if 
the word is being used correctly, it means that 
the issuer of the charter set sail here for the 
continent. 5 5 At just this time the abbeys of 
Sawtry and Ramsey were in dispute over the 
access to be allowed to the Sawtry monks for 

54 See the maps in Sandra Raban, The Estates of 
Thorney and Crowland (Univ. of Cambridge, Dept. of 
Land Economy, Occ, paper no. 7, 1977), p. 27, and 
J. A. Raftis, The Estates of Ramsey Abbey (Toronto, 
1957), facing p. 20. . . . 

66 Transcripts of Charters relatzng to Gtlbertzne Houses, 
ed. F. M. Stenton (Lincoln Rec. Soc., 18, 1922), pp. 
73-4· Stenton commented: "The Nene is already 
a considerable stream at Wansford bridge, but it 
does not suggest a port from which travellers set out 
to cross the sea" (p. xiv). 
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the stone they needed to build their abbey. 
The most famous stone in the region, and it 
was a wide region, came from Barnack. The 
stone for the Sawtry monks would have been 
transported overland to Ailsworth, and then 
have gone down the old course of the Nene 
via Peterborough and Yaxley, and down 
what is still called Monkslode. 56 If Barnack 
stone is the best known of the commodities 
carried on the Nene, there were many others. 
In 1379 Ramsey abbey received wheat from 
its manor of Elton, sent overland to Alwalton, 
and thence conveyed by boat along the 
NeneY In 1321-2 the accounts of Welling
borough manor show that Crowland Abbey 
invested 1gd in transporting pigs to the abbey, 
part of that sum being "for rope to tie the pigs 
to the boat". 58 We may envisage them in 
their turn added to the traffic on the Nene. 
The almoner's book has already been cited 

56 V.C.H. Northants, ii. 294-5. 
57 S. Upex, "Ramsey Abbey's Manor at Elton: II, 

the Documents", Durobrivae, 6 (1978), pp. 28-9. 
58 Wellingborough Manorial Accounts, A.D. I258-r323, 

ed. Frances M. Page (N.R.S., viii, 1936), p. 128. Dr. 
Raban kindly drew my attention to this pleasing 
vignette. Grain sent from Wellingborough to Crow
land seems more often to have gone overland to 
Yaxley, and thence by w~ter: ibid., pp. 128-9. As with 
the Ramsey extract, this cut off the corner of the 
Nene. It may be that the ex~stence of ~~stomary 
carrying services played a part m such declSlons. 

* * * 

to show the range of goods that came in to 
Peterborough by water. 6,400 bricks from 
Wiggenhall in Norfolk, just south of King's 
Lynn, faced a long journey through the fens 
before finishing up at Peterborough. Soine of 
them went to provide a rooffor the almoner's 
office, and others went to the building work 
at St Leonard's hospital. Reeds for thatch 
were taken to Bolhithe; "for carrying them 
into the town, 4d, for the same men in drink, 
Id". The life of the market was a network of 
small exchanges. 59 

This article is not intended as other than a 
small transaction in the network of academic 
exchange. The study of Peterborough's early 
history is prospering. Inevitably though, as 
with the expansion of any market, with 
growth there has come specialisation. Each 
specialist has his own material, his own line 
of approach. My chief concern, in briefly 
surveying the literature here, is to show that 
at some places the historical material and the 
archaeological are drifting apart. I hope that 
I have shown why I have reservations about 
both the burh and the "new town"; but these 
arguments in their turn are hypotheses, and 
only with further work will we know whether 
they are justified. 

59 William Morton, p. 87, and note the remarks on 
transport, p. xxxvii. 

* * 
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