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NOTES AND NEWS 

It has been the Society's aim to publish a new 
volume in its main series every two years, and with 
the issue in 1979 of Vol. XXIX-Calendar of the 
Correspondence of Philip Doddridge, D.D. 
1702-1751, edited by Dr. G. F. Nuttall, and 
published jointly with the Historic Manuscripts 
Commission, and of Vol. XXX- The Puritans in 
the Diocese of Peterborough 1558-1610, a 
monograph by W. J. Sheils, this aim has been 
achieved. The publications programme is now 
right up to date, with 30 volumes published in the 
near 60 years of the Society's life, which began in 
December 1920. 

The Doddridge volume comes at a particularly 
appropriate moment, as celebrations com
memorating the 250th anniversary of the start of 
Philip Doddridge's pastorate in Northampton are 
planned by the Doddridge & Commercial Street 
United Reformed Church in Northampton in the 
spring of 1980. As a small contribution towards 
these celebrations this issue of our journal 
contains an article on Philip Doddridge's connec
tions with Northamptonshire from 1729 until near 
his death in 1751, during which period he lived in 
this County. 

Plans are also in hand for another anniversary 
in Northamptonshire in 1980-that connected 
with the ancient church at Brixworth, about 
which our last issue contained an interesting 
article. More details about these plans can be 
found in an advertisement within this journal. 

Two very successful lectures for the Society's 
members have been arranged during 1979. The 
Annual General Meeting, held at Lamport Hall, 
in May, attracted a full house of about 100 
members to hear a delightful talk on Oxford and 
Northampton in the twelfth century, given by the 
President of St. John's College, Oxford, Sir 
Richard Southern, a distinguished medievalist. 
His stimulating talk gave a word picture of the 
two towns as they might have been seen by 

contemporaries, and he went on to explain why he 
thought Oxford, and not Northampton, 
eventually became the seat of a great University. 
The second lecture will have been given by the 
time this journal is published. It is to be on 'The 
English Urban Inn in the Seventeenth and 
Eighteenth Centuries', with Professor Alan 
Everitt of the University of Leicester as speaker, 
and slides to illustrate, and is looked forward to 
with much interest. 

During 1979 the Northants Record Society was 
asked to advise on various points connected with 
the formation of a Rutland Record Society at 
Oakham, 'Rutland' having been absorbed into 
Leicestershire under local government reorgan
isation. Obviously the tiny former County is 
anxious not to lose its historical identity, and we 
wish the promoters every success in their attempts 
to preserve it. 

Civic Societies are always busy too in the 
conservation field, and a new one has recently 
been formed in Wellingborough. It plans to co
operate with the Borough Council there on 
protection and improvement of historic buildings 
in the town, where the renovation of the medieval 
Tithe Barn is an example of what can be achieved 
by hard work, imagination, and community 
effort. 

In yet another subject-genealogy-we learn 
that the Northamptonshire Family History 
Society, which was founded some three years ago 
and was finding some difficulty in keeping going, 
has now received what can be called a shot in the 
arm. Renewed publicity and a public meeting in 
Northampton attracted many people, and with 
new members an interesting programme of future 
activities has been drawn up. The Record Society 
receives many enquiries on family history, and it 
is encouraging to know that there is a specialised 
group here working on the subject to help and 
advise. 
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CHEL VERDESCOTE 

P. N. SKELTON M.B.E. 

Chelverdescote is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086 as follows (Victoria County 
History, Northamptonshire Vol. 1. p 222):-

"ln Calverdescote the Count (of Mortain) holds 4 hides. 
There is land for to ploughs. In demesne are two hides 
of this land and there is 1 serf, 9 villeins and 3 bordars 
with 1 priest have 4 Yz ploughs. There are 6 acres of 
meadows, wood 2 furlongs in length and breadth. It was 
worth 40 shillings, now it is worth 60 shillings. 
Turbern and Alii held it freely.'' 

Also in V.C.H. (p.. 369) the following is quoted from the 12th Century Survey of 
Northamptonshire. 

"In Chelverscote the earl of Leicester has Y1 hide" and in 
the same volume it says "Hundred of Ayleswoldesle. In 
Chelverdescote Geoffrey de Toreville 1 hide and two small 
virgates of the fee of the earl of Leicester." 

That is nearly all the information we have about Chelverdescote. For many years it has been 
considered to be one of the "Lost Villages of England" 1 and its position baffled both Baker and 
Round, but in a footnote in V.C.H. (Vol. I p. 322) Dr. Round suggested that Chelverdescote should be 
sought for at a place represented by some 'cote' which has lost its prefix, and is possibly lying to the SE 
or SW of Everdon Magna. 

In 1970 Cyril Hart2 boldly stated that Chelverdescote is an alternative name for 
Newnham. 

In the proem of the 944 A. D. charter entitled 'Badby', by which King Edmund gave 30 
mansae of land to a Bishop of Hereford called Aelfric, there is the following sentence (translated from 
the Iatin of the proem) " ... 30 mansae of land in that place to which the inhabitants of the area long 
ago gave the name Baddanbyrig and Doddanford and Eferdune". 

As I read this it means that "long before" 944 A. D. the old name was abandoned. The expres
sion "long ago" is apparently equivalent to the more usual term "beyond the memory of living man" 
and was taken to be about 70 years. If that is true the charter of 944 A.D. gives a date of about 874 A.D. 
when the old names were abandoned and the new name Badby substituted for the whole area described 
in the 944 A.D. charter. The boundaries of this area were described in 1930 by Miss Julia Keays-Young 
and published in The Review of English Studies (Vol. VI, No.23, July 1930), and also by Sir Frank 
Stenton and others in The Place-Names of Northamptonshire (1933). 

We now turn to national history to see what events were taking place about 874 A. D. For this I 
rely on Sir Frank Stenton and D. J. V. Fisher.J 

Much of the 9th Century was occupied by wars with the Danes. In 873 the Danish army took 
up winter quarters at Torksey (on Trent) in Lindsey and the following year moved to Repton. King 
Burgred of Mercia was driven into exile and the Danes established a puppet king, Ceolwulf 11, in his 
place 'who swore oaths to them and gave hostages that it (Mercia) should be ready for them on 
whatever day they wished to have it, and he could be ready himself and all who would follow him, at the 
enemy's service.' 

This (writes Fisher) is the first unambiguous evidence that the Danes had determined to make 
their homes in England, but it was soon to be confirmed. 

Shortly afterwards the Danish Army split up and part of it went to Northumbria, where after 
ravaging Bernicia and the territory of the Picts and Strathclyde Britons in 876 they settled in an area 

I M. W. Beresford and J. G. Hurst (eds.) Deserted 
Medieval Villages (1971) p. 197. 

2 The Hidation of Northamptonshire, 1970, p.37. 
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3 Sir Frank Stenton. Anglo Saxon England (3rd 
edition), 1971. D. J. V. Fisher The Anglo Saxon Age 
c. 400-/042, 1976. 
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FIG. 1. THE BOUNDARIES OF THE BADBY CHARTER OF AD.944. 

corresponding to modern Yorkshire. After the Danish defeat at Edington by King Alfred in 876 the 
Danish Armies moved into Mercia, which was partitioned in 877. The Danes took the area north of the 
river Welland and left the rest to Ceolwulf. 

At this stage it is interesting to list the people called Ceolwulf:-
Ceolwulf, King of Northumbria (729-737) to whom Bede dedicated his Ecclesiastical History. 

He relinquished this Kingdom in 737 and retired into a monastery. He was pious and well-intentioned, 
but was an ineffective ruler. 

why. 
Ceolwulf /,King of Mercia (821-823). A strong king. Deposed in 823, though we do not know , 

Ceolwulf /1, King of Mercia (873-?). See above. Stenton adds to this that one of the great 
regions was left under the rule of King Ceolwulf and the other partitioned among those in the army who 
wished for a share in it. 

It is probable that the name Chelverdescote was derived from the name of Ceolwulf4 (the 
name is spelt variously in the records as Chelverdescote, Chelurdescote, Celverdescote and 
Chalredscote) or at least from one of the known people called Ceolwulf, and this, in fact seems likely to 
have been King Ceolwulf 11 and the date about 877-880 A.D. 

We will next attempt to show whereabouts Chelverdescote lay, by noting various · relevant 
statements and evidence:-
1. Round, in VCH Northants (Vol. I) suggested near Everdon, especially to the SE and SW of that 

place . 
2. Mr. Hart in his study of hidages said Chelverdescote = Newnham. 
3. The fact that a largish piece of land between Newnham and Badby was called the Cotlands for some 

hundreds of years until the In closure of Newnham of 1765. 

4 See Place-Names of Northants. p. 190, 
Chelveston, 'Farm of Ceolf or Ceolwulf' . 
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It seems possible that Chelverdescote was not just Everdon, or Newnham or Badby, but in 
fact included all of them and we may say with confidence that the boundaries of Chelverdescote were 
the same as the boundaries given in the Badby Charter of 944 A.D. 

There is one other item of interest: Chelverdescote had a priest in 1086 but no church is men
tioned. The present day church at Newnham was built in or about 1312 A.D. and it also has a 12th 
Century north doorway and a Norman arched south doorway . This evidence is supported by Cotton M. 
S. Vespasian BXXIV (folios 22-24) and dated c1190. From this it seems that there was a church on the 
site of Newnham church in Norman times, and indeed the Newnham Charter of 1021-23 mentions a 
church path. It may be that Newnham church can date back to clOOO. 

With the help of Pevsner search has been made to find any church older than Newnham within 
5 or 6 miles of Newnham, but none can be found, and in fact the only two old churches to be found 
mentioned are Newnham and Chelverdescote. We can only come to the conclusion that Chelverdescote 
church was the same as Newnham's. 

SUMMARY 
We conclude that Chelverdescote had the same boundaries as the Badby charter of 944 A. D. 

but about 70 years earlier than 944 A. D. the estate was named after King Ceolwulf 11, King of Mercia. 
We do not know what this estate was called before 874 A.D., but in that year it was called Chelver
descote and boundaries laid down which were used in 944 A.D as the boundaries of the 30 hide gift to 
the Bishop of Hereford and renamed Badby, though this was not recorded in writing. 

It must not be assumed that this estate of Chelverdescote was the only estate that King 
Ceolwulf 11 had. The records say that the Danes took land north of the river Welland and left the rest to 
Ceolwulf, but we cannot say what 'the rest' amounted to, though Chelveston near Higham Ferrers was 
probably part of it. 
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READERS' LETTERS 

Mr. R. Presland of Rushden writes 
Recently my wife and I went to see the 'Bocase Stone' near Brigstock, after reading the piece by Trevor 
Hold in NP & P, Vol VI, No 2, 1979. After having difficulty in locating the stone, we realised that there 
was a slight error in the grid reference in the article. In the magazine it reads SP 950 875; but we believe 
it should be SP 950 877. 

Mr. Presland's amended grid-reference is correct (ed.) 

Mr. R. S. Thomson of Raunds supplies the following information about curriers, whitawers, tanners, 
fellmongers and skinners as addenda to Dr. Dyer's article 'Northampton in 1524' in the same issue. 
The Northampton tanner of 1524 took cattle hides and produced a rough tanned leather using oak 
bark. The currier took this product and by paring it to the required thickness and stuffing it with 
various dubbins, converted it to a range of materials suitable for the many different leather-using 
craftsmen. The fellmonger and the whitawer on the other hand processed the skins of sheep and other 
smaller animals. The fellmonger removed the wool and sold the pelt to the whitawer, who produced a 
fine white leather using alum and oils. The bark tanning of sheep skins in Northampton in this period 
also appears to have been the prerogative of the whitawer. In other periods this was carried out by the 
tanner or by a separate group, the leatherdressers. 

The other trade in Dr. Dyer's list whose name may cause confusion, is that of the skinner. This craft 
was not associated with that of the butcher but involved the processing of fur skins using methods 
similar to those of the whitawer. 

RURAL LIFE AND THE CAMERA IN THE TWENTIES: A NOTE 

The historic press photographs reproduced in the last issue of NP & P and the accompanying tribute to 
the photographers of the period bring back memories. Spencer Percival, with two other members of the 
family, Lillie and Alpha, had a shop and house on the south side of Gold Street, Kettering, which in the 
twenties and thirties was a delightful outpost of the past. 

For decades it had been an old curiosity shop, and the shop, house, and a barn were crammed 
with antiques, books, files of old newspapers, and a vast number of Spencer's photographs. Some idea 
of the extent and compression of the collection was revealed once when I called on Spencer to obtain a 
print of a picture he had taken several years before. "You will have to wait," he said. "I know exactly 
where the negative is, but it will take me a week to get to it." 

Members of the Percival family were in business in Gold Street as booksellers and antique 
dealers as far back a the 1870's, and in . 1910· those listed were C. A. Percival, bookseller and picture 
restorer, Spencer Percival, press photographer, and Benjamin Percival, venerable auctioneer and 
antique dealer, who is the subject of the fine painting "The Connoisseur" by W. B. Gash in Kettering's 
permanent art collection. 

In an appreciation of Kettering press photographers of the past it would be essential to pay 
tribute to George Cragg from Sheffield who in 1920 became both photographer and blockmaker for the 
Evening Telegraph and who took many thousands of pictures of local events during the 31 years he 
served the Kettering papers. 

The two photographs in the 1979 Northamptonshire Past and Present are evidently taken by 
flash, and would have had to be posed because of the limitations of the equipment then in use, scarcely 
realised today. Flash powder had to be ignited after the scene had been arranged and the lens uncapped, 
and the powder would not always fire at the first attempt. 

The two central figures in the Corby candle bidding picture are A. Brookes, the Corby head
master, and (I think) J. W. Sarrington who were conducting the auction, probably as representatives of 
the parish council. The picture shows that internal lighting was by oil lamp. Corby village streets were 
then dimly lit by electric bulbs on poles, which were supplied with current by overhead wires from 
Lloyds' furnaces and flickered as the generator revolved. 

TONY IRESON 



QUEEN ELEANOR'S CROSS, GEDDINGTON (1290) 

Grief hurtles in stone towards the-sky; 
As though by this he could insure his love 
Against Time's inevitable decay, 
Preserve what God had cruelly snatched away. 

And so this tiny, unassuming village, 
Chance resting-place on the long journey home, 
Is caught within a royal elegy, 
Commemorated now indelibly. 

Out of a dead king's grief, beauty is born: 
Love hurtles in stone towards the sky. 

TREVOR HOLD 
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'ALL ALONG 0' COLLYWESTON' 

H. B. SHARP 

The place-name Collyweston' is known in its own area2 because it is the source of the stone
slate of the locality; the allusive and metaphorical use of the same word (also developed into a term as in 
the title above) used to be known over a much wider area-in those parts of England and Ireland that 
also had stone-slate quarries.3 

The metaphor using either 'collywesson' in varying dialect forms or the phrase 'all along o' 
collywesson' took on a cluster of implications all relatable to the idea of 'awry', 'out of line', 'slovenly', 
'broken down', 'on the cross'-this latter first of clothes and then extended to mental connotations. 
These aspects are expanded into some sort of order below; first must come the explanation. 

The key lies in a scathing description of men's affected and foppish clothing fashions as seen 
by William Harrison in his Description of England (1587).4 In his list appears the phrase 'the mandilion 
[a waist-length cloak with sleeves into which the arm could be put or left out at will] worne to Collie 
weston ward'. This is conveniently explained by reference to two portraits in the National Portrait 
Gallery here reproduced by permission: one of Sir Henry Unton (c.l596)5 who wears his mandilion in 
orthodox manner, the other of Sir Robert Sidney, first Earl of Leicester, (c.l588)6 which shows the 
mandilion worn on the cross, one sleeve depending over the breast, the other presumably over the back. 
What started as a 'phantasticall follie' in some revels at the court at Collyweston7 caught on as an amus
ing fashion which was displayed to, and duly noted by the inhabitants of the village, plenty of whom 
would of course be serving at the manor house. The young men of the court, or their 'fickle-headed 

I Collyweston is a village in the N-E tip of 
Northamptonshire (SK9903) where the county is close to 
Leicestershire and Lincolnshire. 

2 Author's distribution maps for the vernacular use 
of stone-slate in this century show an area approxi
mately within a radius of 10 miles from Collyweston as 
centre. 

3 A general knowledge of some stone-slate areas is 
necessary to appreciate that the surprising and 
apparently random spread of the metaphor under 
discussion merely indicates a natural labour-migration 
pattern. The first area is the home one-N. Northants. 
adjacent Rutland, S. Lincolnshire; the second is 
Derbyshire with adjacent N. Staffordshire, S. 
Lancashire and N. Cheshire; this area is immediately 
adjacent to S. Cheshire, Shropshire and Herefordshire. 
More simply expressed, a move from the Stamford 
district into Derbyshire, no great undertaking for a 
journeyman used to hiring fairs, and thence a spread 
North and South along the length of the Welsh marches. 
To go to the South-East and Western parts of Ireland 
indicates great determination. It is interesting that Miss 
Ruth Tongue in one of her notes printed here confirms 
quite independently the labourer's move, this time 
South to the foreign parts of Somerset. The easiest 
move from Collyweston would have been simply to 
continue S. W. along the jurassic belt (in other words 
along the whole length of Northamptonshire) to the 
beginning of the Cotswold industry but, from the 
dialect evidence presented here, that had no need of 
imported labour. 

4 Harrison's Description of England was prefixed 
to Holinshed's Chronicles, for which Harrison wrote 
the 'Descriptions of Britain and England' and translated 
Bellenden's Scots version of Boethius' Latin 'Descrip
tion of Scotland'. First ed. 1577; second ed. 1587; 

F. J. Furnivall, Harrison's Description of England in 
Shakspere's Youth (New Shakspere Society) 1887. 
Furniva/1, pp. 167, 168: 'An Englishman (Andrew 
Boorde, writing 30 years before Harrison), indeuoring 
sometime to write of our attire, made sundrie plat
formes for his purpose ... but in the end ... when he 
saw what a difficult peece of worke he had taken in 
hand, he gaue ouer his trauell, and onelie drue the 
picture of a naked man, vnto whome he gaue a paire of 
sheares in the one hand, and a peece of cloth in the 
other, to the end he should shape his apparell after such 
fashion as himself liked, sith he could find no kind of 
garment that could please him anie while togither; and 
this he called an Englishman' [the woodcut and doggerel 
attached are amusing]. 

What Harrison then says provides exactly the right 
climate for a jape at Collyweston to become an 
established fashion: ' ... the phantasticall follie of our 
nation is such that (even] the first garment [of a new 
fashion] is ... laid aside to receiue some other trinket 
newlie deuised by the fickle headed tailors'. 

5 Sir Henry Unton (1557-96), diplomat and soldier. 
The portrait was commissioned by Lady Unton just 
after her husband's death . The figure reproduced is one 
part of a large canvas containing scenes from (literally) 
the subject's birth to death and burial. (R. Strong, 
Tudor and Jacobean Portraits, 1969, I, 315.) 

6 Sir Robert Sidney, brother to Sir Philip, to whom 
the portrait has often been wrongly attributed. This is 
'The Earle of Leicesters picture when he went to 
travell'. (Strong, cited above, vol. I, 197, 198). 

7 The royal palace at Collyweston, finished and 
used by the Lady Margaret Beaufort, mother to the king 
Henry VII, was at the height of its favour in Tudor 
reigns and fell into disuse in Stuart times. VCH 
Northants., ii. (1906) 550-553. 
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PLATE l. SIR HENRY UNTON (1557-96). 
(Reproduced by courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery) 

tailors', must have seen that here was the possibility of yet another sartorial talking-point, for Sir Henry 
Unton's mandilion worn on the cross would have looked merely ridiculous while Sir Robert's has 
clearly been fashioned to appear quite decorative.s 

Harrison's comments are echoed some fifty years later in some anonymous verses of 1638 
written after witnessing Holiday's Technogamia at Woodstock.9 The fashion is still intelligible in court 
circles but is now only a matter of ridicule: 

Wee had an ape, forsooth, bare three yeares old, 
Could doe more tricks then Colle Westons could: 

But the original court jester or young Osric at Collyweston was not ridiculed out of memory. Anything 
out of line was 'collywesson-like', and the metaphor remains to this day. 

Until the 19th century there was little interest in recording vernacular speech, but between 
Stuart and Victorian times the metaphor must have been establishing itself, as graphic words and 
phrases will. Some suggestions as to the developments of significance of the term can be made, if only 
to order the material a little, though distinctions are inevitably blurred. The metaphor clearly took life 
over a garment deliberately assumed cross-wise; thence to a general indication put on in a slovenly 
manner; thence to lack of care; so leading to deterioration (and then not merely with reference to 
clothing-surely sometimes to neglected stone roofs which at an intermediate stage of dissolution 
assume the appearance of a well-used comfortable hat). 

8 The real mandilion seems to have been a shortened 
version of the medieval gown in which the whole arm 
can be inserted into the long dependent sleeves. Sir 
Henry seems to have his writing arm thus protected , his 
left free. One wonders whether Sir Robert's sleeve was 
thus usable or rather a flat ornamental flap; it is 
possible that if so there would have been no need for the 
vestigial sleeve hanging over the back . Thus would a 

new garment develop . 

9 J. 0. Halliwell-Phillips, Marriage of Wit and 
Wisdom (Shakespeare Society) 1846. Early Illustrations 
of Shakespeare and the Drama, sect. iii, The Marriage 
of the Arts, ms. verses of I638 on Holiday 's 
Technogamia 1610, (a Christ Church play acted before 
the King at Woodstock). 
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PLATE 2. SIR ROBERT SYDNEY, FIRST EARL OF LEICESTER, c. 1588. 
(Reproduced by courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery) 

Hartshorne (Shropshire 1841)10 says that 'if a garment, a bonnet or shawl is awkwardly put 
on, it is all canny wesson '. Jackson (Shropshire 1879) 11 gives a dialect example: 'Yore bonnet's stuck on 
Colly-west like a mawkin in a corn-leasow (like a scarecrow)'. Mary Webb (Shropshire 1879)12 follows 
this in The Golden Arrow (1916) with 'Your hat's all Collywessen'. Havergal (Herefordshire 1887)13 
illustrates the extension to 'derelict': referring to a ladder-it's collywisth 'd. 

The development of metaphor from the sense of 'contrary' as in a garment put on either 
deliberately wrongly or carelessly so (and hence slovenly, showing lack of maintenance and so to 
'broken-down') to 'contrary' in the sense of wrong direction either physically or to events ('things going 
wrong') and thence to 'contrary' in the mind of a person ('Mary quite con/tni-ry') is shown for example 
in Wilbraham (Cheshire 1817)14 who quotes: Colly west (adv.) directly contrary, and when anything 
goes wrong, It is aw along with Colly Weston. Hartshorne (Shropshire 1841)10: 'if things are contrary, 
ill-timed or go amiss, it's all alung o 'canny wesson '. Halliwell-Philips echoes this for Cheshire (1847)15, 
as does Wright in 185716 and Baker for Northamptonshire in 18541 7• Davies (Lancashire 1855)18: 'a 
Lancashire man when unsuccessful says that everything goes Colley-west with him'. 

Wilbraham's earlier definition of 'in an opposite direction' is illustrated by Leigh (Cheshire 
1877)1Y: 'Is this my way to Chester?'-'Nay, yon's the road; you are going collywest.' Holland (1886)20 

10 C. H. Hartshorne, Salopia Antiquo, 1841. 
11 G. F. Jackson, Shropshire Word-Book, 1879. 
12 M. Webb, The Golden Arrow, 1916. 
13 F. T. Havergal, Herefordshire Words and 

Phrases, 1887. 
14 R. Wilbraham, An Attempt at a Glossary of some 

words used in Cheshire, 1817. 
15 J. 0. Halliweii-Phillips, Dictionary of Archaic 

and Provincial Words, lst ed. 1847; 2nd ed. 1852. 
16 T. Wright, Dictionary of Obsolete and Provincial 

English, 2 vols., 1857. 

17 A. E. Baker, Glossary of Northamptonshire 
Words and Phrases, 2 vols., 1854. 

18 J. Davies, On the Races of Lancashire, as 
indicated by the Local Names and the Dialect of the 
County (Transactions of the Philological Society 1885), 
pp. 210-284. 

IY E. Leigh, A Glossary of Words used in the Dialect 
of Cheshire, 1887. 

20 R. Holland, A Glossary of words used in the 
County of Chester, 1886. 
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gives another dialect illustration ten years later (also for Cheshire): 'Am I going right for such and such 
a place?' 'Nao, its collyweston.' Darlington (S. Cheshire)2 1 and Hallam (adjacent in N.W. Derbyshire, 
both 1887)22 quote: 'Is this the road for Malpas?'-'No, yo'm gooing collywest (or colly-west road).' 

Novel writers deliberately trying to localise their characters by close observation of dialect are 
helpful. Amelia Edwards, for instance, took trouble over authentic detail and dialect in her many 
novels23; this quotation from Lord Brackenbury (1880) represents Cheshire: a character says, 'Well, 
Miss Winifred, things ha' gone Collywest wi' you, same as other folk! You've yer troubles, I reckon.' 
Bridge, noting the phrase much later in 191724-'this saying has spread over Cheshire, Shropshire and 
become exceedingly popular'-is well illustrated by another novelist, Mary Webb (Shropshire)2s. In The 
House in Dormer Forest (1920) when two of the characters are talking about the possibility of a storm 
breaking the drought one says: 'But the more of a frizzle now, the more of a souse after. And the more 
things go colly wesson now, the more they'll drive a straight furrow after.' 

Finally, the sense 'not straight-forward', 'wrong-headed': Hartshorne (Shropshire 1841)10 
notes a connotation of obstinacy in the phrase, and that 'a shuffler inna strai't forad, he's all conny 
wesson '. P. Kennedy26, writing about 1856, telling 'a chronicle of about 1817' intentionally to preserve 
the folklore he had acquired, makes one of his characters condemn an argument that goes against his 
own interests as all collywest. Nodal and Milner (Lancashire 1875)27 confirm not only the 'opposite 
direction' sense noted above but also the one just referred to: 'Never mind him; he ne'er agrees wi' 
onybody; he's awluz collywest.' Baron (Lancashire 1891)28: 'Wot's th'odds, iv fooak you took for 
friends should turn eawt collywest?' 

As an extension to the other Irish example (Kennedy above), and from the greatest distance 
from source, a correspondent in Notes & Queries29 in 1880 writes that 'the word collywest is a good deal 
used by the peasants in the west of Ireland as a synonym for nonsense. Don't be talking collywest is a 
phrase which I have (heard) over and over again.' 

Although interest in this metaphor has never completely died away, printed references have 
gone no further than desultory correspondence. The present writer was fortunate enough, by being 
enabled to assemble all the available evidence on one place3o, to receive much help not only in arriving 
at an explanation of the origin of the phrase, as seen in the portrait of Sir Robert Sidney, but also to 
show that the term is still alive. 

21 T. Darlington, The Folk-Speech of South 
Cheshire, 1887. 

22 T. Hallam, MS. collection of N-W Derbyshire 
words (EDD v. Wright). 

23 Amelia Ann Blandford Edwards, a gifted and 
versatile person, could have been successful as artist, 
writer or musician. She chose literary work (often using 
her own illustrations) and was associated with 
Household Words, All the Year Round, the Saturday 
Review and the Morning Post. She wrote eight novels 
between 1855 and I 880; Lord Bracken bury ran to 15 
editions. 

24 J. C. Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs, 19I7. 
25 Mary Webb (1881-1927) spent her whole life in 

Shropshire in the Shrewsbury area, some of the time at 
Stanton, 9 miles N. of Shrewsbury, near the derelict 
stone quarries of Grinshill. She was able to gather much 
dialect usage in sharing household tasks with the 
domestics and she made a point of getting to know 
country folk, especially to talk with them in Shrewsbury 
market, where she was also observed making notes . 
D. P. H. Wrenn, Goodbye to Morning, (Shrewsbury, 
n.d.). 

26 Patrick Kennedy, The Banks of the Boro (first ed. 
1867), says in his preface that he 'was more anxious to 
preserve the faithful memory of ordinary country life 
than to produce a well-constructed story'. W. Barnes, 
editing J. Poole's Glossary (1867) notes that parts of 
'the county of Wexford, Ireland, have been for some 
hundreds of years under the hands of men of the 
English race, who till lately, have spoken among 
themselves an old and interesting English form of 

speech'. Barnes goes on to quote R. D. Webb on the 
same area: ' ... doubtless to this isolated postion of the 
district, as well as to the dangerous nature of the coast, 
and the absence of harbours and navigable rivers, may 
be attributed the preservation of the Old English Dialect 
of the early settlers ... ' J. Poole (ed. W. Barnes), A 
glossary of the old Dialect of the English Colony in 
Wexford, Ireland, (1867). 

27 J. H. Nodal and G. Milner, Glossary of the 
Lancashire Dialect, 1875. 

28 J. Baron, Blegburn Dickshonary, 1891. 
29 C. L. Poole, Notes & Queries, Ser. X, vo1.2, p.9 

(2.7.1904). Help with the vestiges of English dialect to 
be found in Ireland would be appreciated. 

30 The writer wishes to thank the editor of Folklore 
who afforded him generous space in vol. 79 (Winter 
1968) to spread out in full the glossorial evidence 
summarised as briefly as possible above. The references 
were scattered and accessible only in a few libraries, so 
that it was felt that unless one could review in 
convenient form all that could be found no solution as 
to the origin of this interesting metaphor would be 
possible. It was hoped that ensuing correspondence 
would lead to something more positive that NQ letters 
and replies and short items in local magazines had 
elicited. This happened, and the interest of many 
correspondents besides those mentioned in the text is 
thankfully acknowledged. In the original article too 
much emphasis was placed on the appearance of 
neglected Collyweston stone-slated roofs in suggesting 
the origin of the phrase. The National Portrait Gallery 
pictures have put this in perspective . 
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Or. Alex Helm (Cheshire) reported that 'the word is still known amongst the older people of 
this area (Congleton), and its general meaning is taken to be all upside down, back to front like. It is 
certainly out of use amongst the younger (i.e. up to 40+) generation, though they have heard the word 
and gave its meaning without any prompting on my part.' 

Mr John Levitt (Staffordshire) reported positive findings for N. Staffs., negative for S. 
StaffsJr, and was able to refer to one informant aged only 40 in 1965 (in Leek), to another (present day) 
from Biddulph and Biddulph Moor, to another (1930 onwards) from Mow Cop and slopes, as well as 
many confirmations from informants of the entries in the glossaries of Miller and NichollsJ2. 

Miss Ruth L. Tongue (Somerset)33 has been most generous in allowing her 'rhozzum', 
collected in Taunton market in 1908 from an old West Somerset man, to be printed here, and these 
notes add to printed information: 

'My mother's people (farmers) constantly used collyweston: Whitchurch (Shropshire) area. 
'My Lincolnshire relatives (farmers) also spoke of an overloaded cart (a tilt) as collyweston: 

Alkborough (1900-30). 
'My Somerset driver when passing a dangerously tilted hay trailer described it as collyweston: 

Glastonbury area (1961). 
The added interest here is that these examples are from farming, an area not noted in the 

dialect glossaries; this is strange when one considers that before the comparatively recent introduction 
of balers, it could not have been difficult to build a collywesson hay or straw stack. Now that badly 
loaded lorries can spill their contents at sharp bends, the word might usefully be returned to general 
circulation. 

Cockeye and Collywess'n; a rhozzum.34 

Dicky Durston were a handy fellow as were looking for a job-all sorts he could do-but there 
wadnt none to be had. 

"I best go voreign," say Dicky, so he take off his boots, to save 'en, and walk on along. 
He went all upsey-downsey and out around till he met up with another fellow who were 

a-looking hard at a church steeple. 
"Do'ee want a job?" say the looker to the steeple. Dicky he waits mannerly, though he 

could'nt see no one there, and church steeple weren't answering, so Dicky up and says, "/ doee!" 
The looker he turns his head and look right over Dicky's shoulder at a girt oak tree out over. 

"Why cassn't 'ee say so then?"-and then Dicky sees he's got a North eye! Well, he wadn't feeling too 
partickler by then, so long as he gets a job working. 

31 see note3. 
32 M. H. Miller, 0/de Leeke 1891. R. Nicholls, 

Dialect Words and Phrases used in the Staffordshire 
Polleries, 1934. 

33 The writer wishes to express his appreciation of 
this offering of the fruits of real folklore: the lifeless 
bones represented by most of this article here clothed 
with flesh. A note on Miss Tongue's methods of col
lecting material will be found in Or K. M. Briggs' 
foreword to Somerset Folklore (R. L. Tongue & K. M. 
Briggs, 1965). 

34 rhozzum: a short humorous tale. Many more in 
Folktales of England (K. M. Briggs & R. L. Tongue 
1965). 
The association of 'cock-eye' with 'collywesson' is still 
alive in the village. The writer's informant equated the 
two, and it is easy to see that 'lop-sided' could also be 
'cock-eyed'. Help with this from other parts would be 
appreciated. 

See also: 
Apperson, G . L., English Proverbs and Provincial 

Phrases, 1929. 
Banke, Cecile de, Shakespearean Stage Production 

Then and Now, 1954. 
Bonser, W., A Bibliography of Folklore, 1961. 
Brogden, J. E., Provincial Words and E'<pressions 

current in Lincolnshire, 1866. 
Hazlitt, W. C., English Proverbs and Proverbial 

Sayings, 1882. 
Kennedy, A. G., Bibliography of Writings on the 

English Language from the beginning of printing to 
the end of /922, (1927). 

Lean, V. S., Collectanea, 4 vols., 1902. 
Markham, C. A., The Proverbs of Northamptonshire 

1897. , 
Smith, W. G. and Heseltine, J. E., The Oxford 

Dictionary of English Proverbs, 1935; rev. P. Harvey 
1948. , 

Sternberg, T., Dialect and Folk-lore of Northampton
shire, 1851. 

Whittaker, G. H., A Lancashire Garland of Dialect 
Prose and Verse, 1936. 

Withington, L., Elizabethan England, c. 1889. 
Wordsworth, C., Rut/and Words, 1891. 
Wright, J ., English Dialect Dictionary, 6 vols. 

1897-1905; vol. i, 1898. 
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But it didn' turn out lucky for him, as you mid s'pose! Building a barn they was, and what the 
looker done with they walls and stones and cob was a month's wonder. Daps the daub arm's length off 
from stones, and stones they keeps slip sliding on to Dicky's toes down below. He puts his boots on all 
in a bustle. "And where may you be off to?" say the looker. 

"Just saving my toes for another day," say Dicky. "I finds 'en useful. Tell me your name 
afore I goes on along.'' 

"Cock-eye," he says. "And if 'ee still wants an hour's job my brother be roofing his barn. 
'Tis up this lane there." And he points straight at middle of horse-pond. 

So Dicky he go back-hand up the lane and come to a fellow roofing a barn. "He haven't no 
north eye," Dicky tells hisself, "nor cock-eye neither." But he still treasures his toes. "I've been and 
wandered voreign, so I'll take a look -see afore I speak 'en fair." 

He takes a good look at roof, and twadn' no thatch but girt slate-stones. Fall heavy on toes 
they 'ood if not put on careful, and this roof were a portent. Top-end were all up and bottom and all 
aslant, and upsey-downsey all along. 

"Want a job?" say the brother, and though he hadn' no north-eye nor cock-eye neither, roof 
looked like he had. 

"No thank ye," say Dicky, keeping his boots on. "I do set a proper value to my toes. Just tell 
us kindly will 'ee, what be your name then?'' 

"Collywess'n," say the man. 
"Oh ah, I've heard tell of 'en. Haven't trudged miles to meet up with 'en." And he went back 

whoame. 
Dick used to say-"Don't 'ee never travel voreign. 'Tis all cock-eye and collywesson." 

Miss Tongue notes: 'I imagine this tale came as far west as Somerset with itenerant labourers down the 
Severn. I heard our maids in Shropshire calling a crooked thing "collywesson".' 
'A north-eye': a squint. Anyone with a squint was suspected of being a pixy man, and obviously Dicky 
had wandered into a land of fools.' 

~------G 
The real value of wheat

the grain with its wheat-genn 
and bran-is all in Weatabix. 

HAVE YQU HAD YOUR DAILY WHEAT? 



PHILIP DODDRIDGE AND NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

GEOFFREY F. NUTTALL 

In April 1729, when it seemed that the pastorate 
of the Dissenting congregation at Daventry might 
be about to become vacant, Philip Doddridge, 
then at Market Harborough, wrote to his friend 
Lady Russell, of Maidwell, 'I cannot imagine that 
I was ever born to shine in so polite and learned a 
county as Northamptonshire' (316).1 Yet before 
the end of the year-so little, sometimes, do 
coming events cast their shadow before-he was 
installed in Northampton as minister of the con
gregation on Castle Hill which is now called by his 
name. 'My Books are gone,' he wrote on 23 
December to his old friend and patron, Samuel 
Clark, the minister at St. Albans, '&I follow them 
to Morrow, if God permit'. After his arrival he 
added a postscript, recording that he preached to 
'our young People' on Christmas Day (334). 

In the following March he wrote to Clark 's 
sister, 'I am now fix'd in a House of my own, a 
Batchelors House! The Thing in Nature to which I 
had the greatest Aversion!' (337). Fortunately this 
undesired solitude did not last long. Just a year 
after his settlement in Northampton, on 22 
December 1730, he was married; and later on, his 
wife's letters, written with frequency whenever he 
was away from home, often add a vivid touch to 
the domestic scene. 'Part of our house is going to 
be pulld down' , she wrote in June 1744, '&that 
no Less important a one then the Kitching Chimly 
& part of the wall belonging to it you see what 
Liberty we wifes take when you are out of the way 
it might be as well to stay att home & Look after 
us' (982). This was some time after the removal of 
their home, with the Dissenting Academy over 
which Doddridge presided, from 34 Marefair to the 
former residence of the Earl of Halifax in Sheep 
Street. Full details of their domestic economy are 
preserved in a fine series of manuscript account 
books. 

In 1736 Doddridge was invited to leave 
Northampton for Nottingham. One of his regular 
correspondents, David Jennings, urged him to 
stay. Nottingham, he wrote, was 'a more incon
venient situation for your Academy, as being far
ther from London, and from the centre of 
England'. It was, besides, 'a matter of great 
importance to preserve the flourishing state of the 

I The numbers in brackets are those of Doddridge's 
letters in the Calendar of his correspondence, recently 
issued as volume xxix of the Northamptonshire Record 
Society 's Publications. 
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dissenting interest in Northamptonshire (the glory 
of our cause in England)' (442). Doddridge 
probably needed little persuasion. That Puritan
ism and .Dissent had long been strong in the 
county is clear from more than one recent study;2 
and by 1736 his own leadership was already 
established. 

At his ordination at Castle Hill on 19 March 
1730-the ordination certificate is still extant
ministers took part from Oundle, Kettering, 
Welford, Daventry and Yardley Hastings, 
together with Clark from St. Albans and two 
Leicestershire ministers. With a nice sense for 
historical continuity the ministers of these 
congregations, where they exist, have been invited 
to take part in a special service at Castle Hill in 
March 1980 to mark the 250th anniversary of the 
occasion. Till his premature death in 1751 
Doddridge remained in Northampton, and his 
multifarious activities were always centred in the 
town, in the congregation on Castle Hill and the 
academy in Sheep Street. In a letter to Isaac Watts 
written on a Sunday in 1741 he tells how he had 
spent the whole day 'from six in the morning till 
past ten in preaching, repeating, study, visiting 
the sick, instructing my servants, etc.'; 'but how 
Ion~ it will last God only knows,' he added; 'as yet 
I fmd my work my refreshment, but visiting, 
baptizing, burying, preaching, with the care of my 
academy all the morning, leave me little time for 
study' (711) . Eight years later, in a begging letter 
to his friend George Lyttelton (later Lord 
Lyttelton), he writes: 'I visit the poor people in 
their cottages, and chambers of illness, and see 
their misery if I may be allowed the expression in 
the very spring. I see what very hard shifts some 
very honest diligent and worthy people make to 
get cloaths and food the meanest of the kind, for 
their numerous families, and how heavily sickness 
presses upon them' (1499). 

This was in Northampton itself. But in the 
letter to Watts he also wrote, 'I preach every week 
in the villages round about, to large auditories, in 

2 P. Collinson, The ElizabetHan Puritan Movement 
(1967); W. J. Sheils, The Puritans in the Diocese of 
Peterborough 1558-1610, Northants. Record Soc. Pubs. 
xxx (1979.); G . F. Nuttall, ' Peterborough Ordinations 
1612-30 and Early Nonconformity', Journal of Eccles. 
Histo:y, 30 0?79). 231 -42; G. F. Nuttall, 'Northamp
tonshire and The Modern Question: a turning-point in 
eighteenth-century dissent' , Journal of Theol. Studies, 
n.s. xvi (1965) 101 -23. 
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PLATE 1. THE REV. PHILIP DODDRIDGE, D.D., 1702-51. 

the plainest manner I possibly can' (7I I); and his 
correspondence tells much of his visits and 
itineraries for this purpose: on a weekend in 
September I 740 he was going round Kettering, 
Ashley, Corby, Brigstock and Oundle (642); in 
April I 743 'lecturing' at East Haddon, Kettering, 
Oundle and Brigstock, ending up with College 
Lane (now College Street) Baptist Church back in 
Northampton (886). In November 1742 he writes 
of walking 'to Kingsthorpe in the Deep Dirt' to 
baptize two children (806); in the following March 
he was at Welford, to administer the sacrament at 
a time when there was no pastor; and in April at 
Yardley Hastings for a charity sermon (871 ). In 
1751 he informed the Bishop of London that there 
were few villages round Northampton that were 
not licensed for Dissenting worship ( 1729). 

On various occasions we find him at 
Potterspury, Long Buckby, Creaton, Welford, 
Kettering, Rothwell and Ashley to take part in an 
ordination service, or .to preach a minister's 
funeral sermon. He fostered meetings of ministers: 
in 1741 an Association was formed 'on my 
Motion at Northampton', with about six meetings 
planned annually (664). Books preserved show 
that he operated a Book Society. The names of 

those among whom the books circulated include 
the ministers at Yardley Hastings, Potterspury, 
Daventry, Long Buckby and Creaton, as well as 
some laymen. In return, as it were, more than one 
of these ministers presented books to the 
Academy Library, as did many others, including 
students, one of them a Northampton youth, 
John West: 'I accidentally set my Eyes upon' him, 
Doddridge writes, and 'encouraged his Education 
for the Ministry, supporting him for a while at 
School at my own Expence' (873). Together with 
Doddridge's own library, these books are still 
preserved, each inscribed with the name of its 
donor and the date. Some of Doddridge's own 
occasional pieces were published in Northampton, 
where, he says, 'we have a good printing House' 
(472), though 'but one binder' (1284). A Sermon 
preached at Wellingborough (1739) was delivered 
on 9 November 1738 'on account of the late 
dreadful fire there'. In a dedication to the 
inhabitants he writes: 'The Ruins of your Town 
the Distress of your Families, and the Mixture oi
Hope and Fear attending the present Situation of 
your Affairs, have been as it were before my Eyes, 
and on my Heart in almost every Sentence' (528). 

As Doddridge's reputation as a tutor steadily 
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PLATE 2. CASTLE HILL CHAPEL, NORTHAMPTON, before its enlargement and change of name to 
Doddridge Chapel in 1861. 

grew, he received requests for help and direction 
from ministers and congregations in London and 
throughout the country, and even abroad; but he 
never forgot Northamptonshire's claims. 'Should 
Kettering & Harbro & Welford & Newport & 
Rowel be neglected at such a time?' he wrote 
indignantly to a London layman in 1738; 'I 
cannot give every Lad under my Care a good 
Head or an agreeable Manner or a strong Voice. 
And if I have permitted some with those qualifica
tions to settle in this Neighbourhood or in 
Yorkshire Somersetshire or Lincolnshire ... am I 
to be blamed?' (525). Several years later he wrote 
to Samuel Clark expressing his satisfaction at the 
'delightful Accounts' that reached him 'from 
Kettering Harborough Wellingborough Buckby 
Creaton Uppingham & other neighbouring Places 
(as well as others more remote) where young 
Gentlemen who were once my Pupils are settled 
with united large and growing Congregations' 
(1046). 

That Doddridge's links with Northamptonshire 
Dissent were close might be presumed. What is 
remarkable is that he was also on intimate terms 
with several of the local gentry, such as the Earl of 
Halifax, who in 1745 sent him 'repeated Calls to 
Horton' (1101); Sir Thomas Samwell and Sir 
William Humble, who were among the first pre
publication subscribers to his major work The 
Family Expositor; Or. Hawley Bishop, at whose 
rectory at Crick he met Sir Thomas Cave of 
Stanford-on-Avon; Captain lsted of Ecton, 'a 
gentleman of great character and £4000 per 

annum' (1124); or Colonel Whitworth of 
Whittlebury, which on a visit in 1736 he described 
as 'a most elegant Rural Retreat': 'The House is a 
neat pretty well furnished Box just in the Center 
of a fine Forest; & all that Meadows & Lawns & 
Woods & Ridings can do to beautify & adorn it is 
done & the Birds & Kine & Deer come & pay their 
attendance as if it were their very Business to 
divert us' (446). 

Doddridge was always seriously concerned for 
Northampton's political representation. During 
the election of 1748 he complains of writing 
'amidst almost continual interruptions, one of 
them from a kind of battle under my study 
window' (1329). Three years earlier, during the 
Young Pretender's Rebellion, he busied himself in 
a number of ways, such as 'writing circular 
Letters to be sent by special Messengers to all the 
Dissenting Ministers in the Neighbourhood', with 
the purpose of persuading them to join in 
enlisting about a thousand men (1096). In the 
event he found himself deprived of one of his 
favourite pupils, John Fergusson, the subject of a 
charming bookJ by his collateral descendant the 
late Sir James Fergusson of Kilkerran. 'Ash~ was 
carrying his colours this morning up the chief 
street of the town ... I saw the tears in the eyes of 
se_veral about me' he wrote to John's father, Lord 
K1lkerran (1107). But he could not regret the lad's 
enthusiasm. 'On Wednesday night . . . they 

3 John Fergusson 1727-1750 (1948). 
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entered Derby,' he wrote of the rebels on 
Saturday 7 December; 'Leicester was immediately 
alarmed and the terror soon spread to 
Northampton where they were fully expected on 
Thursday night', when there 'was the saddest 
hurry at Northampton that has ever been known 
in the memory of man. All the valuable goods 
every where were pack'd up and buried or carried 
off' (1111). 

During part of every year Doddridge was away 
from home, on business in London or en tournee 
ordaining his pupils and visiting friends up and 
down the country; but he also drew many to 
Northampton. Some, such as Wesley or 
Whitefield, came to preach from his pulpit or to 
lecture to the students-not to everyone's 
approval! The Moravian bookseller James 
Hutton, Benjamin Ingham and Robert Cruttenden 
(lesser lights in the Evangelical Revival), his old 
friend Samuel Clark, acquaintances in the world 
of letters such as Warburton or the translator of 
Pindar, Gilbert West, came simply to enjoy his 
company. An Amsterdam minister writes that he 
hopes to visit Northampton in the summer to see 
Doddridge, 'which to me would be a pleasure for 
my whole life' (893). Another correspondent, a 
woman in London, even confesses to having had a 
secret hope of removing to Northampton 'ever 
since the first year that I had the happiness of 
knowing you in the pulpit' (1203). A Norfolk 
minister, once more, is attracted by the idea of 
leaving for a congregation in Market Harborough, 
because it would be 'so near Northampton' and 
thus 'so near that dear Gentleman whose 
Company & Conversation I value beyond any 
ones in the World' (710). 

If, as the years passed, for many people 
Northampton increasingly spelled Doddridge, 
there can equally be no doubt of Doddridge's own 
devotion to Northampton and Northamptonshire. 
When away, his mind turned constantly to 'that 

* * * 

delightfull Spot ... Dear Northampton', as his 
wife's companion, Elizabeth Rappitt, once called 
it (826). So, in fact, did he. 'Lymington is the 
politest and most agreeable little Town I ever saw 
in all my Travels', he wrote home in 1742, "tis 
quite a Group of Gentlemens Houses ... Yet I 
greatly prefer dear Northampton' (767). 'I long to 
begin a Reformation in Northamptonshire', he 
wrote to his wife from London in 1741, 'that I 
may with the better Grace attempt to propagate it 
elsewhere'. Three months later he was writing to 
the Moravian leader, Count Zinzendorf: 'I am 
now projecting a Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in foreign parts, which is a scheme and 
interest that lies very near my heart, All I can 
propose is to get a few serious Christians to meet 
at certain times to pray for the success of those 
who are gone to carry it abroad; and to spend 
some time discoursing on the chief promises 
which encourage our faith in that blessed event' 
(712). It is not surprising that when, a generation 
later, the modern missionary movement began, it 
was born in Northamptonshire. 

Whatever was afoot in the town-the Charity 
School, the Infirmary, the Philosophical Society 
-Doddridge was always concerned in it. When in 
1750 the county suffered from an earthquake, it 
was entirely characteristic of him to send the 
Royal Society a careful report, plotting its 
violence between Northampton and Harborough 
and recording the week's barometer readings. His 
letters mention the Northampton weather, the 
incidence of smallpox, the excess of the number 
of girls over boys born there in 1742. One comes 
to know the town and its countryside almost 
intimately as to know Doddridge himself, and 
very readily to concur in the sentiments of a 
correspondent who lived in Somerset: 'I am 
heartily glad there is such a spot of ground in 
Great Britain as Northampton, so well planted, 
and with so much love and heaven in it' (473). 

* * 
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