
KETTERING SCHOOLMASTERS IN THE TUDOR AND STUART PERIOD 

D. K. SHEARING 

In the article 'The Origins of Kettering Grammar 
School' (Northamptonshire Past and Present, 
Vol. VI, No. 1 (1978), pp. 21-27) the author, 
B. A. York, with regard to filling gaps in our 
knowledge, twice refers to 'the lack of existence 
of extant sources', but he appears to have over
looked the records of the Church of England. 
As B. Simon points out, 'Among the important 
documents for early periods, when other sources 
are few, are the Visitation and Subscription 
Books. Their particular significance is that they 
cover all schools and schoolmasters ... and so 
provide information for a reconstruction of the 
total educational scene".l Using the Peter
borough Diocesan Papers at Northamptonshire 

.Record Office, Delapre Abbey, as the main 
source I have compiled two indices of masters 
and schools in Northamptonshire and Ru tland 
from 1560 to 1700, numbering circa 650 and 
200 respectively. 

Concerning Kettering, the first master I 
can trace is one Henry Fawcus or Fawkes 
whose name is given as ludimagister for the 
years 1585, 1588 and 1589.2 ~y 1592, a 
Mr. Briger was holding that offtce.3 Then, 
from at least 1609 to at least 1613, the master 
was a Mr. Miller or Myller who is listed on 
nine occasions.4 A man of this name was 
hypodidascalus or usher at Uppingham in 
1592 s Possibly this was the same man. 

In. June 1614, a Mr. Turland(e) paid four
pence by way of procuration fee when 
appearing before the bis~op ~s Kettering 
schoolmaster and he remamed m the post 
until at least Oct. 1617.6 Either he or a name
sake taught at Hannington in 1609 and at Old 
from 161 0 to 1613, where he also acted for 
part of the time as curate. 7 This cou~d have 
been Francis Turland who became VIcar of 
Earl's Barton in 1622.8 

1 See 'Leicestershire Schools 1625--40', British 
Journal of Educational Studies Vol. III, No. 1 (Nov. 
1954), p. 42. 

2 Ep[iscopal] Vis[itation] B[oo] k 4. 
3 Ep. Vis. Bk. 5. 
4 Ep. Vis. Bk. 6. 

Ep. Vis. Bk. 5. 
Ep. Vis. Bk. 6. 
ibid. 
Longden H. I. (Rev.), Northamptonshire and 

Rutland Clergy from 1500, Northampton {1938), 
Vol. 2, p. 43. 
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As Mr. York writes, a man named Seaton 
was teaching in Kettering in 1635. He presented 
himself to the bishop in May of that year.9 
However) he had apparently held the position 
for some time, because he attracted the attention 
of William Laud during his visitation of the 
diocese in 1634. We are fortunate to have the 
Archbishop's own account of the incident, which 
runs thus: "The schoolmaster at Kettering, a 
Mr. Seaton, who was complained of unto me 
for a nonconformist did protest that he is 
absolutely conformable and zealously given 
that way and no man could be found that 
would accuse him in any particular".10 Accord
ing to my index of masters, a Mr. J. Seaton was 
licensed on 3 Oct. 1623, to teach ih the diocese, 
no place being stated;ll a Mr. Seaton too was 
usher at Oakham from at least May 1626 to 
at least May 1629;12 a Mr. John Seatonintruded 
at Twywell during the Interregnum, was ejected 
in 1660, and then taught in schools at Islip 
and Thrapston until his death in 1684.13 We 
can only speculate as to whether these Mr. 
Seatons were one and the same. 

By May 1663 Robert Clipsham was the 
Kettering schoolmaster and he was still there 
in October of that year.14 He subscribed on 
7 Aug. 1662 to a declaration of conformity 
to Church of England liturgy and repudiated 
on oath any desire to change the government 
of church or state.ts He described himself 
as curate of Rushton as well as schoolmaster 
of Kettering. The Act of Uniformity, 1662, 
required all clergy, dons, tutors and school
masters to subscribe in order to obtain a 
licence and they frequently wrote down their 
qualifications and other personal details. 

Mr. York assumes that from 1674 to 1679 
the Rector and schoolmaster at Kettering 
was Mr. Fowler. This would be William Fowler, 
BA, who in fact was instituted on 2 Aug. 1670 
and stayed for ten years until taking up his 
appointment as Rector of Cranford St. Andrew, 

9 Ep. Vis. Bk. 8. 
10 Miscellaneous Documents, Box X 650, No. 1·, 

'Copy of an abstract of an account of the visitation of 
Archbishop Laud in 1634'. 

11 Miscellaneous Book II, f. 142R. 
12 Ep. Vis. Bk. 7. 
~: Longden, op. cit., Vol. 12, p. 101. 

Ep. Vis. Bk. 10. 
15 Subscription Book I, Box X, 961. 
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on 11 Oct. 1680.16 For the whole of the 
Kettering decade, Fowler was the ludimagister 
being listed with that title nine times.17 He 
also occurs as Rector and ludimagister at 
Cranford St. Andrew from July 1692 to July 
1699,18 but he was no doubt active in both 
roles from Oct. 1680. He was succeeded as 
Kettering Rector, as Mr. York notes, by 
Samuel Sherwin. He gained his BA in 1676, 
his MA in 1679, was instituted on 10 Nov. 
1680 and stayed four years. Incidentally, he 
may have taught for a brief period from circa 
1676 at Higham Ferrers.19 In Sept. 1680 he 
was actually the schoolmaster at Rothwe11,20 
though by April 1683 he was stated to be 
Rector and ludimagister at Kettering.21 We 
cannot presume, as Mr. York does, that Sherwin 
on commencing his duties as Rector of 
Kettering "received the mastership of the 

16 Longden, op. cit., Vol. 5, pp. 111-12. 
:: Ep. Vis. Bk. 8. 

Ep. Vis. Bk. 18. 
~: Longden, op. cit., Vol. 12, p. 153. 

Ep. Vis. Bk. 12. 
21 Ep. Vis. Bk. 14. 

grammar school simultaneously". A Mr. J. Penn 
is given as Kettering ludimagister in Sept. 
1680.22 He most probably occupied the position 
for a time on the departure of Fowler, while 
Sherwin served notice at Rothwell. Just possibly 
he was a teacher at a school other than 
Kettering grammar school. The picture is 
further clouded because from Sept. 1680 to 
April 1683 a Thomas Lambe taught at Roth
well.23 

· Finally I think Mr. York is correct in con
tending that in Kettering Grammar School's 
early years "the number of pupils ... must 
have been small". Not one teacher is described 
as an usher which is the clue which usually 
means that the number of boys has risen to 
more than thirty. Kettering before 1700 was 
therefore probably a smaller enterprise than · 
neighbouring schools at F otheringhay, 
Guilsborough, Oakham, Oundle, Peterborough 
(Cathedral School), Uppingham and Welling
borough. 

22 Ep. Vis. Bk. 12. 
2 3 Ep. Vis. Bks. 12, 14. 

FURTHER ON T.G. TUCKER: 'THE CLEVER BOY OF PITSFORD' 

Mr. E. E. Kimbell of Boughton, Northampton writes: 

In 'Memories of Pitsford a Hundred Years Ago' (Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. VI, 
No. 1, pp. 49-52), the late Miss Joan Wake introduces T. G. Tucker who, at over 80 recounts 
his childhood there. But her last paragraph errs: I remember visits before World War Two, when 
he stayed with my father, a nephew (my grandmother was an elder sister). . . 

· He went from Cambridge to take the Chair in Classical Studies at Adelaide's new um~er
sity, and also wrote on his subjects, getting much of his material from visits to Greece, possibly 
his best known book being Life in Ancient Athens. 

I also remember T. G. Tucker's father who had been the Wake family's coachman, and 
had a long beard and a collapsible tricycle-th; collapsible part being his own invention_. On ~his 
he would ride to London to see his properties and visit the British Museum. Another mv~nt10!1 
was a crosscut saw working in a frame, with a spring to pull it back; but it is doubtful If this 
saved much effort. He died in my grandfather's house in, I think, 1916. An awesome moment, 
was it then to see him. "A fine corpse", they said, "and so distinguished!" Aquiline features and a 
high forehead may have contributed: also with his son. "And", I was told, "both held themselves 
well". 



THE DEMOLITION OF NORTHAMPTON'S WALLS, JULY 1662 

For its resolute support of the Parliament in the Civil Wars in the 1640s Northampton was pun
ished by being disarmed and having its gates and walls demolished at the Restoration. The story 
of how this was physically carried out is told in the following document from the Northampton
shire Record Office (Isham Correspondence 3555 ). There can be few more interesting one-and-a
half pages of accounts in those archives. 

The 'Lords' referred to in the document were the Earl of Exeter and the Earl of 
Westmorland (to whose house at Apethorpe certain of the arms were removed) who were charged 
with the task of 'sleighting' Northampton's defences. The accounts clearly show how the labourers, 
so many per parish, were recruited by the 'chief constables' of the hundreds (Rowell or Rothwell, 
Huxloe and Orlingbury are specifically mentioned) into which the East and West Divisions of the 
county were anciently divided, and the references to the summoning in of the Trained Bands, 
the payment of drummers and for powder and match for the guards, make it clear that demolition 
was accompanied by a show of military force. The 'Great Church of Northampton' was All Saints 
-then larger than the present edifice (re-built after the Fire of 1675). Students of industrial 
relations will be interested in the payment made to the workmen for 'working longer than Ordinary'. 

From ye lOth 
July 1662 

An Exact Accompt of Moneyes Received and 
Payd by Mr. William Robinson in Sleigh ting 
the Towne walles of Northampton etc. and 
other Emergancyes in and about the same vizt. 

Receipts 

Imprimis Received of Mr .. Adames 
Item Received of Mr. Roane 

Disbursements 
Imprimis Payd to A Messenger for fetching 
the drumes from Kettering to Northampton 

Item to a Messenger for conveying warrants 
to the Cheife Constables for summoning in 
the Labourers of ye west division ... 

Item more to a Messenger for summoning 
in Labourers in ye East division 

Item to Mr. Willowbey for Goeing to 
London with A Letter from ye Lords 
to ye king by ye Lords Order 

Item paid to ye Guards by Order from ye Lords 

Item paid ye next Night likewise to ye Guards 

Item paid for powder and match for ye Guards 

Item paid More to ye Guards and for Match 

Item paid the workemen and Supivisors for 
throwing downe the Towne walles ye first day 

Item paid for the 2 next dayes to ye workmen 
and supivisors 
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Sum total 

li s d 
100. 00. 00. 
048. 00. 00. 

148. 00. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

05. 00. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

01. 00. 00. 

00. 05. 06. 

06. 10. 00. 

25. 03. 06. 
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Item paid for beer for ye Labourers by ye 
Lords Order 

I tern more to ye Guards 

Item to Messengers for Carrying warrants to ye 
Chiefe Constables of Rowell Huxloe and Orlingbury 
for Summoning in the Trained bands 

Item to ye Drumers for beating Six dayes ... 

Item more to workemen and Supervisors 
for ye 3 next dayes 

Item more to ye Guards 

Item paid more to Mr. Willowby by my 
Lord of Exeters Order 

Item more for Another day to ye 
workemen and Supervisors 

Item to ye Men that Removed ye Armes · 
out of ye towne hall to ye waggon 

Item paid for a Basekett to put ye 
Granadowes in 

Item more to ye Guards 

Item more to ye Drumers at 2s6d A peece A day .. . 

Item payd to ye waggoners that Carryed 
ye Armes to Apethorpe 

Item to a Messenger that went to 
Higham for Major Pemberton 

Item payd to ye Carter for Removing the Armes 
out of ye Great Church of Northampton .. . 

I tern to ye Men that hope to Loade them 

Item to ye men that Carried ye Drumes 
and Halberds from Northampton to 
Major Pembertons at Higham 

Item paid for a Locke and key that 
Lockes up ye Armes 

Item to severall Messengers in carrying the warrants 
to ye Cheife Constables for ye whole County for 
the Reliefe of Constables out of purse etc 

Item ye Last day to ye workemen and 
Supervisors 

Item for halfe a hogeshead of beer for ye 
workemen working longer than Ordinary by ye 
deputy Lieutenants Order .. . 

Item to ye Guardes more for 3 Nights 

Receipts in total 
Disbursements 

Remains 

04. 00. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

00. 10. 00. 

01. 10. 00. 

68. 09. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

02. 10. 00. 

08. 13. 00. 

00. 02. 00. 

00. 01. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

01. 00. 00. 

01. 10. 00. 

00. 04. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

00. 03. 00. 

00. 05. 00. 

00. 01. 06. 

00. 15. 00. 

04. 06. 00. 

01. 00. 00. 

00. 15. 00. 

148. 00. 00. 
135. 18. 06. 

012. 01. 06. 

R.L.G. 



VOLUNTARY SCHOOLS AND BASIC EDUCATION IN 
NORTHAMPTON 1800-1871 

JOHN LAWES 

For too long, it has been generally taught and accepted that the voluntary schools of the nineteenth 
century were second-rate institutions and that until the Board Schools came along in 18 71 their 
teaching was inadequate and inefficient. Sunday Schools ha•;e been regarded merely as agencies for 
indoctrination run by warring sectional interests to whom doctrine was more important than liter
acy. Dame or 'private-adventure schools' have been thought of as being 'baby-minding' institutions, 
and their contribution has been belittled by educational historians. A scholarly and well-argued 
attack on these unbalanced criticisms has been made by Professor E. G. West in Education and the 
Industrial Revolution ( 19 7 5). Local studies can also supply information and statistics to re-examine 
earlier theories based on research on the metropolitan areas, and on the questionable contentions 
of nineteenth century reformers. Northampton presents a striking example of what voluntary and 
private agencies could achieve prior to 18 71. 

In the eighteenth century Northampton's position as a centre for education was first 
established by the Nonconformist academies of Philip Doddridge and John Rylands, while its 
situation on the coaching routes north from London, an·d its status as a county town meant that it was 
a good centre for boarding schools and visiting lecturers. Charity schools for boys and girls were 
financed, in keeping with national trends, but these did not keep pace with the rising juvenile 
population from about 1780. The presence of the publishing firm Dicey from 17201 producing 
and distributing newspapers and chapbooks, the popular literature of the eighteenth century, pro
vided an incentive to literacy locally, while signs, notices, pamphlets and opportunities for advance
ment for the literate within the county town would stimulate a concern for obtaining education. 
However, in the last twenty years of the century the local nobility, gentry, churchmen and middle
classes, stirred by religious, social and personal motives, started to found new schools and the 
results, in terms of literacy, as Mr. Hatley has shown, rose in the period 1801 to 1870 from 71% to 
89% for men and 47% to 84% for women.2 These statistics (based on marriage register signatures) 
give some indication of the contribution made by the voluntary schools in the nineteenth century. 

The Sunday School movement started in the year 1786 with two Anglican establishments, 
the first being opened at St. Giles in May, and the second at All Saints a few weeks later,3 each 
catering for about a hundred children. There was also a Nonconformist General Sunday School4 

which started later and continued until about 1811. These were not merely classes for religious 
and moral teaching, but sought to make children literate. Since there were only four small charity 
schools in the town with places for less than a hundred children, these Sunday Schools had a role 
to play in basic secular education. The minute books of the early Sunday Schools show that they 
were run with care and foresight, catering for the parish or district, and not merely to promote the 
interest of the sect. The Nonconformist school was notable in that the children went to each 
meeting-house in rotation and each contributed staff and support. 

The struggle of these early days was later recalled: "the expense of schools was something 
very considerable in those days. There were the materials for secular instruction as well as religion 
to provide. Slates, sponges, spelling books, desks ... as the cash book of All Saints, Northampton 
shows". s It was also recollected that "The general classes [of Castle Hill Girls' Sunday School] 
were assembled in the Gallery and writing classes occupied the table pew in the summer and the 
vestry in the winter, and prizes consisting of clothing, books and other articles were distributed 
half-yearly".6 

1 w. W. Hadley: History of the Northampton 
Mercury, Northampton, 1920. 

2 V. A. Hatley: 'Literacy at Northampton 1761-
1900. A Third Interim Report', Northamptonshire 
Past and Present, Vol. V., 1976, No. 4, pp. 347-8. 

3 Northampton Mercury, Correspondence, Sept.
Oct. 1866. 

4 Reverend W. J. Bain: Lessons from the Early 
History of Sunday Schools in Northampton, North
ampton, 1875. 
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5 Letter, Northampton Mercury, October ' 13 
1866. ' 

~ J. Archer: The Story of a Century, Doddridge 
Castle Hill Sunday School, Northampton, 1910, p. 5. 
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PLATE 1. CORPORATION CHARITY SCHOOL BUILT IN 1812, Bridge Street, Northampton 
[photo:] ohn Lawes] 

While the Anglicans pioneered the Sunday School movement, the first initiative in found
ing day-schools in the nineteenth-century came from the Nonconformists, in the person of Mr. 
Hickson of College Street Baptist Chapel , a London shoe merchant who had moved to Northamp
ton to profit by the favourable labour market when strikes affected his business in 1805. He 
studied the methods of Joseph Lanc~ster, taught them to several friends at College Street Chapel, 
and, using children of members as monitors, he began a Sunday SchooP which was the proving 
ground for his day school venture. His success in the chapel from 1810, encouraged him to share 
his visions and ambitions with other local business men and men of influence. He visited Lancaster's 
Borough Road School in Isleworth, and then invited him to address a public meeting in Northamp
ton on November 6, 1810 at the George Inn. Plans for a school were displayed and the large and 
attentive middle-class audience, together with some of the leading nobility, were very impressed. 
Times were propitious financially as the French Wars were encouraging farming and the shoe 
industry, and civic pride demanded a response to this venture, since other towns were already set
ting up similar institutions. The Mercury reported that the system was "Peculiarly calculated to 
produce habits of attention and application ... with nothing of harshness and severity , neverthe
less it is strict and uniform ... adapted to the age and capacity of its subjects .. . will induce habits 
of regularity, obedience and industry ... and the surest foundation will be laid for making progress 
in learning far beyond what it immediately aims at". 

The meeting responded with enthusiasm and subscriptions were promised. The Mayor was 
requested to call a meeting and the advertisement in the Mercury was supported by sixty town and 
county men of importance.8 Earl Spencer (twenty-five guineas) and Lord Althorp (twenty guineas) 
headed the subscription list, while the historian George Baker agreed to act as the secretary. The 
Anglicans and Nonconformist middle classes backed Mr. Hickson's scheme but soon county 
churchmen, led by Lord Lilford and the Bishop of Peterborough, had misgivings, and the Mercury 
soon bore notices of a scheme to found a rival school "for the education of the poor ... in con
formity with the views of the National Society".9 The National Schools' movement, with the 

7 F. Bates: Souvenir of the Centenary of College 
Street Sunday School 1810-1910, Northampton, 
1910, p. 8. 

8 Northampton Mercury, November 3, 1810. 
9 Northampton Mercury, March 14, 1812. 
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weight. of the Established Church and the county gentry behind it, resulted in the opening of a local 
school within two months based on Dr. Bell's monitorial system. Lord Althorp, a national figure in 
promoting education, embarrassed as both a Whig and a churchman at the competitive spirit devel
oping, declared "he would always do everything in his power to support the Lancasterian School 
for though, of course, he must prefer the system which educated the poor in his own principles, 
yet as a Christian he thought it his duty to extend the blessings of education as far as possible".lO 
The town was thus presented with two day schools, initially only for boys, with a capacity for 
educating three hundred of them, adequate for all who would want a basic education up to the age 
of eleven. 

In a competitive situation, it was hardly surprising that, with Anglican clergy encouraging 
parishioners to send their children to the National School and to support its fund, the Lancasterian 
School started to decline. In under a year, the number of children dropped from a maximum of 
one hundred and fifty to forty eight. There was also a debt of £1,000 and barely sufficient funds 
to meet running costs. Further, the master did not wish to teach girls on a day-school basis, and 
the committee became disunited under these pressures. However, in these depressing circumstances, 
some of the Northampton "middling and operative classes" decided to maintain the school with 
the 'Penny a Week Society'.ll This provided finance from the "grass roots", with collectors visit
ing most houses in the borough and nearby villages, obtaining the support of six hundred house
holders while a new and active managerial committee obtained a new master, who soon had a very 
full school. The 'Penny a Week Society' provided an average of £100 per year from 1814-17, 
tiding the school over its early problem period, and it continued to function for several years 
thereafter, as the annual reports and accounts show.l2 There were eight hundred children a week 
receiving education in the day school for boys, the afternoon school for girls, and the Sunday 
Schools. Samuel Hall, the master, published a manual for the use of Sunday Schools on the 
Lancasterian pattern, with practical hints on management, while the Penny a Week scheme was 
publicised nationally. The education given was free and by 1816 there was also a school for adults, 
"freely taught". 

While the Lancasterian School fought for survival, the National School became well estab
lished and was used as a show place and a centre for training teachers. Visitors were not only local 
subscribers but those who wished to establish similar schools in their own towns or villages in the 
county. The Annual Report of the local branch of the National Society says: "As the mainspring 
of the machine by which these benefits [of education] are spread throughout the county, the 
Central Schools' establishment at Northampton is the object of the greatest interest ... [teachers] 
exhibiting orderly conduct, close attention to the business they are about ... the proficiency of 
the children". 13 
· Although funds fluctuated, progress was maintained and in 1-824 girls were being edu-

cated on two afternoons a week14 through the services of an experienced mistress,ts who had pre
viously taught at All Saints Sunday School and the Becket and Sargeant Charity School. However, 
a magnate with considerable concern for education, Sir J ames Langham of Cottesbrooke, pressed 
the local committee for a girl's schooJ1 6 to be built over the boy's department, and secured £300 
from the parent society in London to assist in the project so that by 1826 a girls' day school had 
opened. Immediately, a third project was begun to establish an infants' school.17 It was completed 
in 1829 and catered for over one hundred children staffed by a couple who had run the St. Giles' 
Sunday School, and had been trained in Bell's 'Madras system' in London prior to taking up 
appointment. At the same time, the Northamptonshire National Society was seeking to stimulate 
good teaching through Sir James Langham's prize scheme for teachers,IS sending new staff to be 
trained at the Central Schools in Northampton, and by 1832 had encouraged and financed the set
ting up of forty-eight schools in the county, catering for 6,707 children. Thus, with Sir James 
Langham's encouragement, the Northampton National School was the hub of an active county 
society, setting standards and working to encourage good teaching. The master of the Central 
Schools inspected village schools and he was regarded as a man of importance. 

However, the progress of th~ Central School was not without problems for the local corn-

10 Northampton Mercury, Apri14, 1812. 
11 Broadside, Northampton Library, (Local Col-

lection). 
12 NPL. Lancasterian Schools Annual Reports 

(bound), Vol. i. 1816. 
13 National Society Archives, Church House, West-

minster. Annual Report of the Northamptonshire 
Society (1833). 

14 Northamptonshire Record Office-NCC. Ed. 

Bundle 11, 1824. 
1 5 Minutes of the Northamptonshire Society, 

1824. 
16 Minutes, 1824-26. 
17 Minutes and Letters, 1826-9, see especially 

October 1827. 
18 Inspection Report, October 1829 and Minutes, 

October 1829. 
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PLATE 2. ALL SAINT'S PAROCHIAL SCHOOL, OP.ENED IN 1839, 
largely through the efforts of the Revd. W. Wales. It is situated behind Bell's, Gold Street. 

(photo: John Lawes] 

mittee. Sensitive to good moral standards and the reputation of their society, members, especially 
Sir James Langham, were scandalised when Mr. and Mrs. Billing resigned their positions in 1829 19 

to take over a public house! Their successors, appointed in haste, proved a disappointment ll:nd 
were soon dismissed.20 Acting more carefully, the committee made new appointments which 
revived the fortunes of the school so that by 1830 there were in Northampton about five h~ndred 
boys, girls and infants being educated on a full-time basis in the National Schools With the 
Lancasterian School taking about the same number. 

The schools were never completely filled and the 1833 statistics in the Kerry Report indi
cate that the town also had a good number of 'private adventure schools' as well as Sunday Schools. 
However, the local National Society were intent on maintaining and improving the quality of edu
cation in the town. A library was provided by 183421 and contained a variety of works with 
biography, history, geography and natural science being regarded as equally important as works on 
theology, which caused some trouble with the S P C K. 

In 1838, a new figure with considerable concern for education appeared as vicar of All 
Saints-the Reverend W. Wales. He was determined to have a parochial school which would serve 
the children of his large parish, despite this being a challenge to the well-established Central School. 
He was keenly aware of local needs and the importance of anticipating population rises in a grow
ing town rather than meeting immediate needs alone.23 His enthusiasm resulted in a handsome 
building of local stone being erected which, it was envisaged, would replace the old Central 
National Schools as the county model-"showing the system (Dr. Bell's] to perfection". It had 
sufficient space for one hundred and fifty pupils on a day school basis. No sooner was this estab
lished than the Reverend Mr. Wales became involved in adult education, instigating the establish
ment of a rival to the largely Nonconformist Mechanics' Institute (1833).24 His Religious and Use
ful Knowledge Society soon had a library of two thousand five hundred volumes, a reading room 

19 Letter NRO., NCC. Ed. Bundle 11, 1829. 
2° Correspondence October 1829, Langham

Thursby, and Minutes 1830. 
21 Annual Report, Northamptonshire National 

Society, 1834-5. 

-~ 2 Letters NRO, 1834, Bundle IV. 
23 

- NRO., NCC. Ed., National School Bundle V, 
Letter, Sept. 1838. 

24 NPL., Religious and Useful Knowledge Society, 
Annual Report, 1856. 
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PLATE 3. ST. SEPULCHRE'S PAROCIDAL SCHOOL, OPENED IN 1851, now used as a warehouse. 
It is situated on the Barrack Road by the gate of St. George's Middle School. (photo: John Lawes] 

for newspapers and periodicals, and a small museum. There were reading, writing, -drawing, and 
mutual improvement classes, as well as po~ular lectures. However, this Religious and Useful Know
ledge Society does not seem to have senously challenged the Mechanics' Institute which had a 
strong borough support, many bequests and facilities, and catered for middle-class men with 
scientific and antiquarian interests. . 

The period from 1851 saw the founding of St. Sepulchre's (Mixed) Schools, four infants 
schools and the removal to a new site, with larger accommodation, of the Lancasterian school, 
now called the British School. At this time, the plight of the St. Andrew's district, caused by its 
rapid growth since 1820, concerned not only the vicar of St Sepulchre's but many local people and 
Sunday Schools were not felt adequate to cope witht the educational needs. In December 1843, 
the Mercury carried this advertisement: 25 "The Parish of St. Sepulchre's, formerly one of the 
smallest in Northampton has now become nearly the largest, its population amounting in 1801 
only to 1,298 was, according to the last census, and inclusive of that on the adjoining extra
parochial ground 7 ,311. Its inhabitants consist, with very ~ew exceptions, of poor working people, 
the chief part shoemakers, the rest l~bourers and mechamcs. Up to the present period, this large 
and comparatively destitute populatiOn of nearly 8,000 has been without a Parochial School or 
School Room for instruction of the poor, saving a Sunday School, which for want of better and 
more appropriate accommodation, assembles in the parish church. The vicar of the parish is, there
fore, most anxious for the erection of a School Roo~ in connection with the National Society and 
thus provide, in some measure, a remedy for the evils from which the children in this parish are in 
danger ... the bu~ding is intended to acc:ommo~ate at le.ast ~00 children {boys and girls)". 

The proJect went forward rapidly with contnbutwns from local people, the National 
Society in London, and from funds now available to school builders from the Privy Council. By 
1845 the new schools were opened, yet when an inspector visited in 1847, he observed: "The 
scho~l house is a handsome and well arranged building. [But] The School has not met with the 
encouragement that it deserves".26 

There was willingness to expend money on new schools but the problem was ensuring 
attendance, especially in a time of good business when juvenile labour was valuable. The local 

25 Northampton .Mercury, December 12, 1843. 
26 University of Leicester Education Library, 

Report of the Committee of Council of Education. 
1847-8 (Blandford), pp. 412-3. 
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churchmen, spurred on by government grant:; and the prospect of a new and larger Nonconformist 
School had followed up their successful ventures in All Saint's and St. Sepulchre's with an infants 
school in St. Katherine's for children up to nine years old. There was also a project for the South 
Quarter of All Saints parish to provide infant and adult education (probably the demand for 
workers at an early age made a normal age school unrealistic). It was noted at a public meeting 
that (in 1851) "In the course of time ... [there had been] a great desire for education on the part 
of the working classes but they withdrew their children from school most reluctantly for the sake 
of their trifling earnings".27 Meanwhile, the Nonconformists had concentrated their efforts in'a 
single large project, resulting in a new school in 1846 with a capacity for six hundred children 
(equal provision for each sex). In this government grants had been a great benefit and so had a gift 
of land from the council. The British Schools on the Mounts had a broad curriculum and, while 
teaching the three "rs", also taught Geography, History, Natural Science, and Grammar to older 
pupils. The other main effort of the Nonconformists continued to be in Sunday School education. 
The early formation of the Northamptonshire Sunday School Union (1803) ensured co-operation 
and mutual encouragement to those engaged in education of the young people. It provided 
materials for teaching, opportunities for discussion amongst teachers of methods and problems, 
funds for the foundations of libraries and the inspection of schools locally. In 1838, the union 
undertook a survey of attendance at all schools in the town and found thirteen Sunday Schools 
with an attendance of 2,547 children and sufficient space for all the children of the town in the 
buildings provided.28 

The final phase of the voluntary provision of schools was from 1851 to 1871. In this 
period the Anglicans, not content with the establishment of St. Sepulchre's School, erected a 
new school in St. Andrew's Ecclesiastical District to cater for five hundred children in 1858, with 
an infant section being added in 1871. A second shoe-making area rapidly developing was St. 
Edmund's, and a school there to take five hundred children was also in operation by 1858. The old 
Central School, after fifty years of service, closed in 1861, and St. Giles opened a parochial school 
for four hundred children that year, following it with a mixed "Mission School" for an additional 
two hundred children, in Dychurch Lane, in the town centre. To the west, the old parish of St. 
Peter's (the smallest parish) got its own school in 1855. In the years before, All Saints Parochial 
Schools had coped with the demand from the neighbouring parish. The new school had places for 

2 7 Northampton Mercury, March 29, 1851. Minute Books and Statistics, SSU., 1-3, 33-35. 
28 NRO., Northamptonshire Sunday School Union 
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one hundred and sixty children. St. J ames's was provided with a separate school in 18 71 , since that 
area was developing and required separate facilities. Thus, two thousand more places were provided 
in voluntary schools between 1855 and the establishment of the School Board. The Board claimed 
there was a shortfall29 of 2,249 places for children in the borough, but this was based on the num
ber of children in the 3- 15 age group, while most children left before their thirteenth birthday, and 
few attended under four years old. This meant that the 7,922 children in the estimate could 
realistically be reduced to about 6,000, which would leave a shortfall of just over three hundred 
places, when the 5,673 places provided by voluntary endeavour, apart from Sunday and Evening 
Schools are reconsidered. Nevertheless, a School Board was set up. 

Thus, during the period 1801 to 1871, the voluntary schools provided for the basic edu
cational needs of the borough children, apart from private adventure schools. There was enthusiasm 
and initiative enough to keep pace with, and even anticipate, population growth. The middle class 
parish of St. Giles and the better areas of All Saints pioneered the way and local enthusiasts such 
as Hickson, Wales and Langham were supported by middlt-class manufacturers and professional 
people as well as the gentry. More significantly, the operative classes rose to the challenge of edu
cational provision by means of the Penny a Week Society. The consequence of day and Sunday 
School provision was a definite and steadily increasing rate of literacy, which Mr. Hatley has 
charted with precision.30 Literacy increased in step with the provision of schools, and the result 
was a close on ninety per cent literacy rate for both men and women prior to the School Board 
taking over and enforcing school attendance. 

Appendix 
Table to show the improvement in literacy in the decade following the opening of new schools, 
based on the premise that marriages would usually be entered into eight to twelve years after leav
ing school. 

SCHOOLS LITERACY 

Decade at Decade of % 
School New Schools Provided Marriage Brides Grooms 

1791-1800 Sunday Schools 1801-1810 47 71 
1800-1810 Sunday Schools 1811-1820 46 68 
1811-1820 Lancasterian & National Schools 1821-1830 52 74 
1821-1830 Girls Central (full-time), SS Union 1831-1840 54 75 
1831-1840 All Saints Parochial Schools 1841-1850 62 77 
1841-1850 4 Infants ; New British & St. Sepulchre's 1851-1860 69 81 
1851-1860 St. Andrew's, St. Edmund's, & St. Peter's 1861-1870 78 85 
1861-1870 St. Giles's, St. James', &, St. Giles's Mission 1871-1880 84 89 
1871-1880 Board Schools from 18 7 4 1881-1890 92 91 
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