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LORD SPENCER'S GARTER EMBASSY TO THE DUKE
..
_ OF WURTEMBURG IN 1603
It is curious that so few missions sent by the sovereign to invest foreign ruler with
the insignia of the Garter have been headed by a knight of that Order. It is true that
Garter King of Arms invariably attended (though at some modern investitures his
services have been dispensed with, which seems hardly understandable), so presumably
it was considered that he was a sufficient representative of the Order and the leadership
of the embassy was therefore entrusted to a special ambassador.
In the autumn of 1603 James I sent Robert, Lord Spencer of Wormleighton to
Stuttgart to invest Frederick, Duke of Wiirtemberg and Teck with the" Habit and
Ensigns of the Most Noble Order of the Garter."
Spencer, who had been knighted by Queen Elizabeth, had only been created a
baron in June 1603. He was the fifth knight in a continuous succession from the founder of the family who had bought Wormleighton in Warwickshire and Althorp in
Northamptonshire about a century earlier. Robert was a great sheep farmer, as
his ancestors had been before him, and the extracts from his journal when he was abroad
prove his interest in farming. The well-known encounter in the House of Lords between him and the Earl of Arundel exemplifies this. Spencer was speaking of something
which had occurred in olden times, at which Arundel, whose father and grandfather
had both been beheaded for high treason, interrupted him by saying that he could
know nothing of olden times for his ancestors were then keeping sheep. Spencer as
quick as lighting retorted :-" If, as you say, mine were keeping sheep, your lordship's were plotting treason." Arundel was sent to the Tower as being the aggressor,
but was soon reltased on apologizing. This goes to prove that when Dr. Parre in
Spencer's funeral sermon (which like an epitaph must be taken with a grain of salt)
said that he was extraordinarily quick-witted, he was not exaggerating.
Spencer took no place at court, but always defended the people's rights and sought
to prevent the King from increasing the Royal prerogative. In fact, in several cases
he incurre~ the displeasure of J ames I for taking the popular side.
When James I progressed from Edinburgh to take possession of the .throne in
London, he took the eastern road so did not pass near to Althorp, though Spencer,
who at this time was supposed to have more ready money than. anyone else in the kingdom, went to greet him.
Meanwhile the new queen, Anne of Denmark, with her children, journeyed in a
more leisurely fashion and came to the palace of Holdenby House within a mile or so
of Althorp. Though Spencer was not to be present, he prepared a great reception at
Althorp for the queen and this included a masque specially written for the occasion by
Ben Jonson.
As these masques were later to become the passio:o. of the queen's life,
it may be that it was this homely one on the rich grass and among the ancient oaks of
Althorp Park which first inspired her with the love of this kind of entertainment.
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The following extracts are amusing :- " After you.' are out of the flat part of the
country about Callis, then all that part of Picardy to Bullen [BoulogneJ is a champion
country much like to Gloucestershire, taking part of Cotswold and part of the vale of
Northamptonshire. Their sheep are reasonable big, not one horned among themtheir kine are like Lincolnshire kine, their mares reasonable large." Again :- " All
the villages and their churches with the most part of the gentlemen' houses were
poiled by civil wars and the Spaniards and not yet re-edified- a .pitiful spectacle." .
This, alas! is a sight not uncommon in the fourth decade of the twentieth century. He
continues :- " The nobility of France are poor. Monsieur Rone is treasurer and in
especial favour with the King; for what the King dotJ:1 give, he will not perform if it
please not him." "The gentry of France are courteoqs and crafty; the vulgar are
rude and unconscionable- there is not one hand ome woman in all these parts."
The governor of every town and district is noted by Lord Spencer who proceeded
through Abbeville ; Amiens (" where we were worse used of any place by the lieutenant governor for we were forced to walk before the gate three hours"); La Fere,
Rheims (where no mention is made of the cathedral) ; Chalons (" where all the country
is very champion and full of walnut trees "). Then to Bar-Ie-Duc and Toule " where a
garrison of the French king which is in the middle of Lorraine was surprised by Henry
the Second. There is a river called Mosella where we did ferry ov~r." "There is a
huge forest hard by Nancy called Bois de Hay, which is 400 miles long in the which
we did ride five English miles where there are divers wild beasts, in the which the Duke
of Lorraine and his princes and nobility do disport themselves; we could not pass to
Nancy that night and were forced to lodge in a paltry villag~ a league short of Nancy
that night. The next day we did come to Nancy where we were most honourably
entertained; first by an hundred shot and pike with parcel gilt armour, then at the
inner gate the bailiff. of the town and province as they call him, a grave counsellor
called Monsieur Gurney with the Duke's own coach met me and conveyed me to the
the Duke's palace, where I was lodged very royally, and upon the stairs the Duke of
Bar met me and used me as the King's ambassador. Mter salutations being conveyed
by divers gentlemen as Monsieur Gurney, Monsieur Marto, Monsieur Massey and
divers others, I was left to repose myself, and changing my attire went to dinner, and
my company very honourably attended by the Duke's servants.
" Mter dinner I delivered the King's letter to the ·young Duke, then saluted the
Duchess, being the French King's sister, who kept her bed as so doing for the most part
upon discontent both for religion and otherwise. Mter saluted Madame de Vaudemont, the Duke of Lorraine's youngest son's wife, daughter of the Count de Solms, a
German. Then Madame de Brunswick, the Duke of Lorraine's sister, then Madame
dowager de Vaudemont, wife to the Duke's uncle. Madame de Solms, mother to
Madame de Vaudemont, then Madame de Rohan, cousin germaine to the Duchess of
Bar. Then -I saluted the Cardinal de Lorraine who was sick in bed, not like to live.
Then I did see the young son of Count de Vaudemont, the only hope of the house of
Lorraine, and so supped as before at dinner.
" The next day we all dined with the Duke of Bar, having great cheer and most
kind entertainment, and so took our leaves, being brought out of the town by those

'1'

H

A

T

AN

PRESENT

...... Th pe pIe peak all
n Ii hand affe t th In

f addres to the Duke in Latin
u he s and his family. He wa
i ilIa of Anhalt, who was born in
f wh m five were dead. The eldest son,
. th
ond, Lewis Frederick, as will
h third was JuIius Frederick, " the
th fourth, Frederick Achilles, aged
r deri k, " carried me a-hunting and
r hind, roe, and had within the toil
n i th be t mark man with his piec~ that
11 d b the Duke into hi garden and banquetbanqueting hou e in all Christendom and the
bar t r £; ren e to the events of the next da
rn in c remon) took place. Lord Spencer only
t hi hief hur h in Stuttgart with all the robe ,
did put on in hi dining room-the collar and
hmole : -

I

LORD

SPENCER'S

GARTER

EMBASSY

5

the Order. To which end, he sent for his three Sons, with their Tutors, from the Castle of Tubing,
where they followed their Studies, to be present at this Solemnity; likewise he ordered the VicePresident and twelve Assistants of his Ducal Consistory, and all the principal and most noble
Persons of his Court to be present.
.
Moreover, he appointed an English Lord, and the Lord Benjamin Buwingkshausin, one of
his Privy Council, to be the principal Contrivers, Directors, and Managers of all things that should
belong to the setting forth of this Solemnity; for the performance of which, two places were
especially allotted, prepared, and adorned, namely the great Church of Studguard where the
Investiture was to be conferr'd and the great Hall of the Castle called from hence Hypocaustrum
Equestre, whence the Proceeding was to begin, and pass toward the Church.
At the entrance of the Choire were four stately Stalls erected with their Canopies, Footstools,
and ascents on each side, and covered with Velvet; the first stall was assigned to the Soveraign
of the Order, on the back side whereof his Majesties Arms and Stile were engraven, besides his
Stile written underneath in French.
The second Stall was placed on the right hand next to the Soveraign's,in like manner adorned
and assigned to the Principal Ambassador, the Lord Spencer, who, in conferring the Order was
to represent the Soveraign's person.
The third Stall was on the left hand next to the second, assigned to Sir William Dethick,
Garter Principal King of Arms.
The fourth Stall was also on the left hand over against the Soveraign's Throne, after the
same manner made and adorned, assigned to the Elect Duke: and on the back side thereof his
own Arms and Stile also engraven, besides his Stile likewise underwritten in French thus :" Du tres-hault, puissant et tres-noble Prince Frederick par la grace de Dieu, Duke de
Wirtemberg & Teck, Comte de Montbeliardt, Seigneur de Haydenhemb, &c. Chevalier
du tres noble Ordre de la Jartier."
There were also on the right and left hand of the Stall, Benches or Seats continued on either
side as far as the Altar; these Seats were all covered with red Cloth, and also the stone Pavement,
from the steps of the Vestry unto the Stall of the Elect-Duke, and so from the middle of the
Vestry unto the Altar, in the form of a Cross. The Altar was covered with red Silk hanging down
to the ground, in the middle of which three gilt Basons were set upright; the first for the
Soveraign, the second for his Ambassador, and the third for the Elect-Duke.
The Hall of the Castle was magnificently set out with rich Hangings, and other costly
Furniture. Towards the East and South were placed five stately, long Tables covered with
Velvet, as also the Seats and Benches about them; the middlemost of these Tables was called
the Soveraign's Table, in honor of the King of England, though absent; over the Soveraign's
Chair was set a stately Canopy of Silk, and on the back side of the Seat towards the middle thereof,
were fixt his Majesty's Arms with his Stile, after the same manner as on his Stall in the Church.
At the right hand of the Soveraign's Table were two other Tables, the one for the Lord
Ambassador Spencer, the other for Sir William Dethick Garter, both covered in like manner with
Silk, and adorned with Canopies, and their Arms.
On the left hand of the Soveraign's Table were likewise two other Tables, one for the new
invested Duke, covered and adorned with his Arms, and a Canopy in the same manner as in the
Church; the other for the Duke's Wife and Children, who were ten in number of either Sex.
Besides those that were particularly warned to be present at this Feast (which was cheerfully
performed by them), there came divers of theit; own accord, from all parts of the Dukedom,
drawn by the fame of a Feast and Solemnity, the like whereof had not been in those ·parts within
man's memory.
The day appointed for this Solemnity, namely, the 6 of November, an.Dom.I603, being
come, the Peers, Nobles, and Councellors of the Duke of Wirtemberg, according to Summons,
appeared at the Castle of Studtguardt, attending the Duke's coming forth.
-
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The Duke splendidly clad with the aforesaid vestments of the Order, proceeded from the
Hall through the four square Court of the Castle, and over the large Bridge to the Church of St.
Ulrick, to receive the rest of the Ensigns of the Order, there sounding all the time of his Procession
several Trumpets, and other Musitians, placed on high in the Stone Gallery of the Castle.
As to the order of the Proceeding, it was in this manner, First went two Trumpeters belonging to the Troops of Horse, whose Trumpets were 'a dorned V(ith silk Banners, painted with the
Arms of Wirtemberg in their proper colours, and after them ten other Trumpeters in the same
, equipage: Next a Flute-player and a Drummer, the military Musick belonging to the Foot.
These fourteen Musitians were clad in Silk intermixt White and Red, at equal intervals, and
Caps of black Velvet on their heads. After these rode the Captain of the Life-Guard,
habited in the same colour, but more richly, and with a gilt Truncheon in his hand,
then the Troop of the Life-Guard, habited in like manner as before is specified, and carrying
Pollaxes. Next, after a little interval, went the Lord Marshal Baron Princenstein, carrying in his
hand a silver Wand; then came all three together, Anwill the great Master of the Hall, Hugwizt
the great Master of the Horse, and Daxperg Captain of the Horse-Guard. After them rode the
Knights in a long Train, and then the Soveraign's Ambassador's Retinue of Knights and Gentlemen, very splendidly accoutred and adorned; next the chief Peers and Nobles of the Dukedom,
together with the principal Courtiers and chief Officers of the Duke's household, after whom rode
the Duke's five Sons, in the richest and most splendid equipage that could be imagined; at a little
distance from then came very nobly attended and also accoutred, Garter, King of Arms, carrying
before him with both hands, the Cushen upon which lay the Ensigns of the foresaid Order;
namely the Great Collar of the Order, with the Image of St. George, in a riding posture, hanging
at it, also the Garter wrought with Gold and Precious Stones. He carried moreover the Book of
the Statutes of the Order. Next after Garter, came jointly together the Lord Ambassador
Spencer, richly glistering with Gold aQd Precious Stones, and with him the illustrious Duke
of Wirtemberg himself, so personable, and withall so magnificently attired, that he attracted the
admiration of all upon him; some thinking his Habit to be Turkish, some Hungaric, some Imperial, others Electoral, others Pontifical. The Train of his Mantle was held, and carried after
by Count Lodowick Leostein.
The last part of the Procession consisted of the grand Councellors and Senators of Wirtemberg, as namely, the Lord Eberard, Lord of Limpurg, hereditary Cupbearer of the sacred Roman
Empire, Great Master of the Court of Wirtemberg, James Reenhard Doctor of Law, Assistant ,
at the Imperial Chamber, and Chancellor, besides many other Councellors and Noblemen.
Thus nobly and magnificently attended, the Duke entred into the Church, where in the midst
of the Body thereof, he and the Lord Ambassador Spencer, walking upon Red Cloth, spread for
that purpose, they first made obeysance, according as the manner is in England, to the Soveraign's Royal Stall, all the rest of the Company doing the like as they past by; then the Lord
Ambassador went to his own Stall, placed at the right hand next after the Soveraign's and seated
himself therein, Garter placed himself in his, and lastly the Duke possessed his Stall on the left
hand. As soon as they were seated thus in the Church, a loud volley was discharged 1Jy 300
Musketiers.
The concourse of People at this Solemnity was very great, but to repress the Croud from
rushing in with too much violence, there were placed at the entrance both of the Church and the
Castle, on the one side a row of Musketiers, and on the other a row of Halberdiers.
The Soveraign's Ambassadors and the Duke being thus seated each in their Stalls, the Peers
and Nobles that attended took their places also, the English Nobles and Gentlemen on the right
hand of the Lord Ambassador Spencer, those of Wirtemberg on the left hand of their Duke; '
and in the first place on the foremost Seats, covered with red Cloth, sate the Duke's five Sons,
vested in ducal habits. Then began a threefold sacred Musick, first the Organ played to certain
Anthems, next the Children of the School sung certain Psalms in Dutch, lastly the princip~l
Musitians of the Court sung in Consort; and during the Musick the Investiture of the Duke
went forward.
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it, and put it upon a Plate that was laid as for the Soveraign, and after a while changed the Plate,
giving it to him that stood at the West side, and did the like with the rest of the viands.
The fourth Taster stood at the East side of the Table, and his Office was to taste and administer the Soveraign's Wine; reaching it over to the Southern Taster, that stood by the Soveraign's
Chair, in like manner as the meat was served.
Likewise the Duke, the Lord Ambassador Spencer, and Garter, had their several Tables as
hath been said before, and sate under their several Canopies, and at another Table sate the Dutchess and her ten children.
After exceeding plenty, state, and variety of Dishes, there were served all manner of Curiosities in Paste, as the Figures and Shapes of several kinds of Beasts and Birds, as also the Statues of
Hercules, Minerva, Mercury, and other famous persons. All Dinner time and a pretty while
after, the English and the Wirtemberg Musick sitting opposite to one another, these on the
Dukes side, the other at the Soveraign's and Lord Ambassadors side, sung and plaid alternately
to one another.
After dinner certain Balls were danced in the long Gallery of the Castle, towards the Paradise
of Studtguardt."

After this ceremony they had "nQ rest, for the next day the journal continues : " We went from Stuttgart with the Duke and hunted by the way and killed one great
boar and lodged at a hunting house of the Duke's named Waldenbuch. The eighth of
November we had a royal hunting where we" killed three-and-twenty wild swine,
divers red deer, roes, foxes and hares and so did come to Tubingen which is a university. The ninth, the Prince accompanying me, we went to a new college of the Duke's
own founding called " Collegii Illustre " where there is none admitted into the society
but princes, noblemen's sons and gentlemen's of the greatest sort; divers table!' being
in one room and so sit as they are in their degree. There they have teaching not only
for learning but for all languages, riding, dancing, fencing, singing and have all other
laudable exercises. The Duke's second son did entertain me with an oration in
Latin. Then we went to the church where we did see the monuments of the Dukes of
Wiirtemburg and so to the convocation house where was the Rector of the university
and all the professors or public readers where the Re-ctor made me an oration in Latin.
Then we did see the. schools or reading places for divinity, philosophy, civil law and
physics. Then we did see the university library. The colleges gave no other names
than those five above writed at the College of Philosophy; there one made me an
oration in Latin but the worst and with the worst grace that ever I did see. There
likewise they learn to sing ; out of these which are as they report 564, the Duke taketh
out the Divines and Ministers for his counties. The Duke is at the charge of maintaining them .... He ' hath in his house a marvellous goodly cellar where there is one
cask that containeth in length twenty-four foot, in height seventeen foot; within it is
fifteen foot high and about the measure of the outside is threescore foot. The tenth of
November we did come through a fine champion country and along the bottom did
run the Neckar river, making fair meadows; by the way is a fine town called Nurtingen where the old Duchess, the Duke's uncle's wife doth lie; by this town runneth
Neckar wide up towards the mountains. Stuttgart from this town some six miles is an
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From Speyer to Worms, then to Mainz--" an ancient city wholly ruled by the
bishops not very strong but very large. There is in it a college ofJesuits. The Electors
of the Emperor are 'the Bishops of Cologne, Mainz and Triar or Treves. The
Palgrave ()f the Rhine is first and hath power after the Emperor is dead to call the
election and in the said vacancy to do some ordinary matters in the Empire. The Duke
of Saxony and the Marquis ofBrandenburg and, if these agree not, the King of Bohemia
doth sway the balance. There is no great 'matter to be seen in this town. The King of
the Romans ·is chosen by election as the Emperor and by the same men and as necessarily succeedeth the Emperor without any more choice. November 21st, we did come to
Bacharach, a town of the Palgrave's where is held to be the best wines that go about the
Rhine." They then passed through" Wesel a town of the bishop of Triar and by
reason of the danger of the rocks were forced to be in a poor ale-house in a little
village called Peternaugh."
They proceeded down the Rhine thr.o ugh Linz to Cologne and Lord Spencer describes the river-from Speyer to Cologne :-" first from Speyer to Worms, the river is
of a good breadth setting the current reasonable swift; the country on both sides
so far as we could see woodland and flat; from Worms to Oppenheim and
so to Mainz, the river is broad, the country flat but not so woody nor the current of
the river so swift and so continueth past Mainz until you come to a toll-house of the
Bishop of Mainz, called Emfelse where presently the river being broad falleth as it
were down a lock exceeding swift betwixt mighty mountains and rocks in the water
and shelves so that it maketh the passage dangerous in many places and the rather by
reason it doth fall so often and so suddenly twist in many places so that the wind entering forcibly doth endanger the boats upon the rock; the passages being many times
very narrow it continueth thus until you come to Cobl~ntz.
On both sides it is
most delectable to behold being set with woods, vines and wallnuttrees. The hills so
high on both sides that you would imagine they closed at the tops ; likewise it is garnished on both ~ides with an exceeding number of towns and castles. It is high hills
from Coblentz to Linz but highest to the north-east from Linz; from Linz to Cologne
is a more flat country especially to the south-west part but all full of vines, even to the
town of Cologne."
They entered the Duchy of Cleves at Zons and then passed Kaiserswerth : " "betwixt that and Zons is a town of the Duke of Cl eves called Duisdor (Dusseldorf)."
Then to Berke, and through Emmerich, "where all religions are practised," on
to Nijmegen " in Gelderland where there is a garrison of English and Scottish. To
Bemmel, the first town of Holland where by reason of the sickness, we did lie all
night aboard our boat." They lay also all night for the same reason before Rotterdam
" at which town and somewhat further, the river doth ebb and flow."
" The country between Cologne and Bemmel is flat, some part woody, some part
champion subject to freebooters on both sides. From Bem~el to Brielle is low and flat,
champion very quiet. The river the further it extendeth t~e bigger and broader but
not without danger of flats and sho~.ls. The 3rd of December we did come to Briellethe 9th we arrived at Margate in Kent."
.
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TALES OF WHITTLEBURY FOREST
NUMBER I.

Large tracts of Northamptonshire ~ere occupied for centuries by the Royal
Forests of Rockingham, Whittlebury (or Whittlewood), and Salcey, administered und~r,
the forest laws by local officers of the Crown. "A fierce upstanding race were the forest
folk," wrote the Rev. J. E. Linnell in his account of Silverstone in Whittlebury Forest a
century ago,r and the wild and independent character of the villages in these areas, so
vividly described in his pages, has to some extent been preserved to the present day.
Rockingham and Salcey were disafforested at the end of the 18th century, Whittlebury,
not until 1853. This forest covered about 5,000 acres in the south of the County and
included the village of Paulerspury, where, as in Silverstone, for centuries there had
been no "big house" to exercise its sway over the inhabitants, though the influence
of the Dukes of Grafton, who lived three miles away at Wakefield ' in the parish of
Potterspury, Was a powerful element in the life of the neighbourhood.
1

J)

A PAULERSPURY CHARACTER.

The late Mr. B. J. Tomlin, some of whose reminiscences are printed below, was
a Paulerspury man with a great interest in the past history of his native village as well
as of all that was going on around him. He was a cripple and his disability 'prevented
him r~ceiving little but the barest elements of education, with the advantages for us
that his writing often echoes his native dialect, and that neither his memory was
atrophied nor his mind adulterated with the printed page. What he has given us is the
pure product either of village tradition or of his own acute observation and memory.
I t was in 1935 that I first made his acquaintance and ' asked him to write down
what he knew and could remember of old Paulerspury. This he did, sending me the
result from time to time 'w ith covering letters telling me something of his own life and
. circumstances. A severe illness at the age of two had left him with both legs paralysed.
" I never walked since" he said, " so by that reason my Father and Mother worked hard and
bought a little compact field at Cuttle Mill and left it for my .life, so that I could keep a pony to
get about to get a living." (He used to sell groceries and other goods in the villages around).
" I looked at it" he continued, " as a kind of Paradice preciously to me. It use to bring me in
besides keep my pony, £4 a year, and some times £6, so it was very valuable to me.
" Then when they altered the Watling Street, they taken a piece of my field to cut ,it straight.
It was quite agrieft to me. The field was totaly spiled. It is now such a little three corner bit
left that no one will mow it, neither by hand nor machine. M y father given £ I 70 for the field,
and the Council only given me £48. It need never have Been tuched at all. There is threequarters of a mile wast ground on the other side the road, seven-and-half yards wide, and would
have cut a straight road right into Towcester, now its ten times crucked more than it was before,
and who will mak up the loss of money to me? This is wats causing my illness. It need not
have been tuched if the survayor had hunderstood is work."
1. Old Oak, the Story of a Forest Village, Constable, 1932.
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run along the hill lower. The mill was squarly build of boards. Joseph Lucas was wagoner and
lived in one of the cottages and Mr. Turvy in the other cottage. He was miller, and all ownd
by Mr. John Chap man. There was a steam and water mill a little further down the road in the
valley, and three horse loads of flour used to go out continuously, and close by was a Public
House, the Plow Inn, were the coaches used to change horses. There used to be another Public
House on the other side of .t he Road, a few yards further up, where Coach horses used to change.
The field afterwards was owned by Esq. Shedding, Lord of the Manor of Paulerspury about
60 years ago."
THE BENEFIT CLUB FESTIVAL.

" There used to be a sick Club called the Cuttle Mill Club, and on Whitmonday they use
annaly to have a Club holliday and the ' members about 400 in all, marched, each one earring a
club staff with a knob on the top painted red and yellow, and three coloured ribbons on the top,
(the stave was five feet long) and paraded the village and march to Church and had a service.
When over, the Church bells struck up, and. they marched back to Cuttle Mill public house,
headed by the Village Brass Band, and had there dinner. After dinner the Band playd through
the rest of the day-the band which consisted as follows: Thomas Watson, Reuben Rodis,
Waiter Rodis, J oseph Rodis, Harry Chapman, William Chap man and Thomas Chapman, Thomas
Tite, William Lepper, Joseph Frost, Harry Savige, and Thomas Bignall the drummer.
" They stood before the Public House and played for dancing; there were many hundreds
dancing up and down the middle of the Watling Street Road, When anything come along the
road the Policeman shouted for them to stop. They left off dancing and playing the band, and
when it had passed they began again. So they kept on till 9 o'clock in the evening. After playing
the National Anthem they started home, playing: "I won't go Home till Morning." Thus
ended a happy day. These were the happey days of Cuttle Mill, not as they are now, all dred and fear.
" Mr. John Chap man had a sale, and sold the steam and water mill and wind mill and the
public house and the two cottages on Cuttle Mill Hill which are now standing, and a little compacked grass field. [i.e. the one purchased by Mr. Job Tomlin for his son]. Mr. John Chap man
sold all his possessions and taken his wife and family to America and there he spent all his money.
" After all this lot of property was sold at Cutde Mill, the Club was removed to the Old
School where Doctor 'Carey's I father used at one time to be master. They had as usual a grand
Club Holliday every Whitsontide in a field near Plumpton End lent by Mr. Stevan Blunt of
Plumpark. The Band and Club members paraded the village, then went to a large bar~ and had
a Club Dinner.
" Thus ended. the Cutde Mill Holliday. The traffic there is a horrow now to everyone that
goes along the Wading Street."
TIME WORK AND PIECE WORK.

" We come now to Paulerspury Hm. This years ago had no house or building on it. After
the house and buildings was built by the workmen of the Duke of Grafton, Mr. Linnell was the
first tennant farmer that lived there.
·
.
Before there were machinery as there is now, agrecultural work used to be done by hand. In
hay time Mr. Linnell used four men, which they called a team-Mr. Job. Tomlin [the writer's
father], John Sturgess, William Smith, and a man they called Webbey. They used to have to walk
right to Twiford Meadows 2 to .mow. Mr. Linnell went to his men that was mowing. He said:
, I can allway tell wheather you men are working day work or piece work. When I hear you wet
your syths, if you are doing day work your wetstone goes as though it says: 'Three roods and
hardley that, three roods and hardley that," but if you are mowing piece work, the wetstone
goes: 'a acre and a half and a little above, a acre and half and a little above.' "
1. The famous Baptist Missionary.
2. Twiford marks the site of the old ford at the point where the Northampton to Stony Stratford road
crosses the river Tove below Stoke Bruerne-it is between three and four miles from Paulerspury.
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cottage close to Sutfield Green near the southern extremity of Whittlewood Forest
and close to the County boundary. This wild, remote spot (well-known to fox-hunters
as a meet of the Grafton hounds), was a favourite place for the great prize-fights of
the 18th and early 19th century, which, though against the law, were well patronised
by the gentry, as cock-fighting was in Lancashire not" many years ago. If the local
constables got wind of the proceedings and arrived on the scene, it was a simple matter
for the law-breakers to slip into the next County where they could not be followed.
Thus reminiscences of Bowd invariably evoke others of the great prize-fighting heroes
of the past, and, in particular of Caunt and Bendigo,I the story of whose exploits are
still handed down by word of mouth from father to son in the forest villages.
" The way from the village to Plumpton End" Tomlin writes" is through a very deep
cutting, just room enough for a farm cart to go down. It is a old ancient road up into the Whittlewood Forest and to Sutfield Green, where there used to be prize-fighting people used to come
from Northampton and all round. A lot of bad men and women used to camp in the wood
named Hatchels on the left hand side of the road as one goes to Wicken and Deanshanger,
where they used to camp and fight in Sutfield Green, where Counk and Bendigo, professional
prize-fighters fought."

This is corroborated by myoid friend Mr. Jack Brown of Cosgrove, now 84
years of age, whose mother, a Wicken woman, used to go and watch the fights, and one
day picked up the colours of obe of the champions on the field, which is still treasured
by her descen4ants. There was an old ring marked with posts. "I seen the old
posties years ago" said Mr. Brown when we visited the spot last June, " Lord Penrhyn
said he wouldn't pull them up- they could rot in the ground." But in whatever way
they may have perished, they have gone now, the green has been ploughed by the orders
of the War Agricultural Committee, and at the time we saw it, was growing a fine
crop of wheat. ' "It must be above a hundred years since they had the fights" Mr.
Brown continued, " Caunt and Bendigo fought for ' a hour for £100.
Bendigo was a
Nottinghamshire man." Then he shewed me Bowd's cottage, and told me how as a
boy he had walked over from Cosgrove to fetch some salve for his mother. " 'He had
some books he used to make his salve and ointment out of. People used to come from
miles around for it. A stiff little chap he was, very stout, strong for his size." .
B. J. Tomlin has more to tell of Luke Bowd, Head Keeper for the Crown in this
part Qf the Forest, and of his predecessor who rode one day from his home at Brierly
Lodge to Towcester market and who, later in the day, was found dead, " lieing in the
middle of the road opisite Parkings Spring up Tew's End Lane miles from home." ....
"His faithfull pony went home by itself quite alone through the Wood Lane
road."
" The next keeper chosen was Luke Bowd, a very short man. He used to tell pochers,
, you know when I have got hould of you, you know that a man as hould of you,' and no one.
was found to get away. ~f there was a bank there, he all ways stood on that. He cought one old
profissional pocher, and he hot him on the kitneys, and he never got well again. It was Shaid
Howard of Paulerspury.
1. Benjamin Caunt (1815-1861), son of a servant of Lord Byron at Newstead.

William Thompson (1811-1889) .

He became a dissenting Minister.

Bendigo's real name was
(D.N.B.).
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