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THE HISTORY OF BOOT AND SHOEMAKING AT LONG BUCKBY 

NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE people have long had a tendency to exaggerate the antiquity of the boot and 
shoe trade in the county, especially in places outside Northampton itself. In 1889, for instance, 
it was declared that 'for centuries, the village of Long Buck by has been noted for its shoemakers' . 1 

This should have read more correctly 'for half a century the village of Long Buckby has been 
noted for its shoemakers' because the trade really only started to become a major occupation in 
the village in the eighteen thirties. 

It did so out of a background of poverty more extreme than in any other village or town 
in Northamptonshire. 2 In the eighteenth century the large open village of Long Buck by was a 
noted centre not of shoemaking but of woolcombing and worsted weaving. In 1821 it was remarked 
that the majority of the families not involved wholly as agricultural workers 'were brought up in 
th_e woollen manufactory, which _a fe~ years bac~ flourished in the village .... but the trade having 
failed, nearly the whole are mamtamed by agncultural labour'. 3 There IS no mention of shoe
making. The cloth industry collapsed in the seventeen nineties, and for the next forty years, at a 
time when the population was steadily increasing, the village was plunged into deep poverty, 
farm work being unable to provide enough jobs to go round. 

The rise of the shoe trade in the village was linked with its fortunes in the neighbouring 
town ofDaventry. Possibly because of the need to find extra workers, or because of labour troubles 
in Daventry in the early 'thirties, or both, it was a Daventry manufacturer Thomas Lee who first 
introduced the trade into what was in fact his native village. He appears as the first wholesale 
manufacturer in Buckby in a trade directory of 1847 but as early as 1812 was described in a Long 
Buck by deed as 'Thomas Lee of Long Buck by shoe manufacturer'. Recording the sale of the 
property in 1833, another deed recites that he had erected a 'warehouse' on the site.4 In 1835 we 
find him purchasing another property in the village, possibly to use as a base for putting out 
work. 5 Another indication of new possibilities for employment emerging around the year 1830 is 
a list in the Vestry Minute Book of thirty-three boys apprenticed to the shoe trade by the parish 
overseers in the years 1829 to 1835.6 Until 1861, when another name appears in the trade direct
ories, Lee was the only manufacturer with an agent resident in the village. There is, however, 
evidence that other Daventry masters were putting out work. In 1936 an old hand sewn shoemaker, 
recollecting his father's experiences, referred to a Mr. Balderson who employed various craftsmen 
in Long Buckby.7 Balderson was a grocer and the men were obliged to take their wages in kind. 
The old man's father once asked for cash. He got it, but no more work from this tommy shop 
operator. The firm of Stead and Simpson also put out work at this time. The old man's father 
also remembered a 'bread parade' in the depression of 1848-9 when there was no work for five 
months.8 In this period the workforce in the village increased from 131 in 1841 to 421 in 1871, 
the greatest increase coming in the eighteen forties. Evidence of the relative newness of the trade 
was found in an analysis of the shoemakers in 1851. In that year hardly any men over fifty were 

1 L.B. Church Monthly Magazine July 1889 quot
ing from an article in the Boot and Shoe Trades' 
Journal. 

2 In the period 1800 to 1834 the expenditure on 
the poor in L.R was consistently higher than any 
other place in the county. 

3 Census of England and Wales 1821, footnote p.223. 
4 Kelly's Post Office Directory for Bucks, Northants 

etc . ... 1847. The references to deeds are from notes 

from the original by H. Clifton Esq. 
5 N.R.O. D.3039. 
6 MS Minute Book of L.B. Vestry 1826-44. By 

courtesy of the vicar of Long Buckby. 
7 Folk Lore of Long Buckby, printed leaflet 1963. 

A winning essay in a competition organised by the 
Northants County Federation of Women's Institutes. 

8 ibid. 
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involved in the trade, but in the younger age groups it was employing far more men than agri
culture.9 

Despite the increase in numbers of craftsmen at the trade, Thomas Lee found few 
successors. In the eighteen sixties there were only two manufacturers in the village, J ames Hill 
and Richard Swift, the latter having Lee's former agent as his manager. The introduction of new 
developments in shoemaking at this time, machine sewing and rivetting, made little impact. The 
lack of progress in the trade gave rise to serious alarm in Buckby, and was the reason for the 
founding of the Long Buckby Shoe Manufactory Limited, a self-help co-operative venture. Its 
prospectus declared 'At a meeting ... on June 19 1867 ... the present state of trade in our Town 
was taken into consideration and the general feeling expressed ... was to the effect "That unless 
some great effort were made to establish a manufactory in the Town, the trade in it must be 
lost".10 It was proposed to raise £2,000 capital in £2 shares in the village, on the basis of quarterly 
payments of five shillings. Although it did not have a long life (being extinct by 1870) it seems 
that the company played an important part in keeping the trade going until more favourable 
conditions came along in the next decade. In times of trouble it was a device the village shoe
makers were to use again. 

The shoe trade in Northamptonshire expanded in the early eighteen seventies under the 
dual stimuli of the demand for boots from the French Army in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-
71, and the sharp boom in the home market which brought a big demand for footwear. There is 
no evidence to suggest that Long Buckby benefitted by the former, but the tradition of North
ampton manufacturers putting out work there may have originated at this time to meet the demand 
from the home market. Whether they did so earlier is not clear. In 1871, on the eve of the expansion 
brought by these changed conditions, there were five manufacturers in the village, three machine 
upper closers, and one rivetter.U Though they were apparently operating on a small scale then, 
two of the manufacturers, Samuel and Carter 
Davis and Thomas Bishop, the former manager 
of the co-operative Shoe Manufactory, founded 
firms which lasted until nearly the end of the 
century. Another two, John and Thomas Eyre, 
became partners with John Yorke Howe in 1869 
and built a factory on the Market Place which 
was to become the greatest of the Long Buck by 
factories down to 1900.12 The number of Long 
Buckby firms started to grow in this decade, 
and carried on until the end of the century. In 
1870 there were only three: by 1884 there were 
eight, and the number reached its peak in the 
nineties with 12, one of which was a machine 
closer. In 1910 there were still 11: by 1914 
nine.13 -

Clearly most of these must have been 
very small indeed, for the workforce in the later 
nineteenth century was probably never much 
more than 300-350. Long Buckby long re
mained a hand-sewn shoe village. Several of 

9 I am indebted to V. A. Hatley and J. Rajczonek 
for the totals they counted in the Census Enumer
ators schedules for 1841, 1851, 1861 and 1871. It 
should be noted these figures include wives of shoe
makers who closed for their husbands. For the 
analysis of the 1851 schedules see this writer's The 
Population of the Northamptonshire Village in 1851: 
A _Census Study of Long Buckby, University of 
Leicester, Department of Adult Education, 1971, 

THE ORIGINAL FACTORY OF EYRE BROS. AND HOWE 
on the Market Place about 1870, before Sanders 
took over and enlarged it with three more bays on 

the right. 

pp.37-9. 
10 A copy of the prospectus is in the Broadsheets . 

collection, Northampton Public Library. 
11 Census Enumerators Schedules for L.B. 1871. 
12 Information from H. Clifton Esq. who has 

examined the deeds of the building. 
13 Calculated from Trade Directories listed below 

for those years. 
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the wholesalers put out work, and those that gathered men into their factories did not at first 
do so to utilize machinery, but to organise them into 'teams' on 'sectional work'. This, apparently, 
was an American idea for introducing the principal of the division of labour into handsewn 
work and was a logical way of regularising (and possibly even increasing) output. It was brought 
to Buckby by Alfred Howe, who first appeared as a manufacturer in 1875 or 1876. He set up 
his premises at Rockhall house, the present Castle factory in King Street being built for him 
between 1885 and 1890.14 There is a good description of team work in 1889: 'the best craft is 
selected as laster. He is supposed to last eight pair per day. Then the sewer and rounder does a 
like number. The stitching is done off the premises. The heel builder gets the heels sewn on, 
then the next hand gets the boots in rasp. Many of the men, being old stitched hands, take some 
of the boots home to finish, just for a little extra pocket money. The hands work on day wages 
.... Of course scarcely any of the best craftsmen work in these teams; they are mostly made 
up of men that have been craftsmen in their day, or of some that have never mastered all the 
points about the craft. Still there is some good work turned out of these teams; they hold their 
own; some of them have been in existence for years' .15 The 'stitching' or closing of the uppers 
was put out to be done by machine and the clicker was obviously not part of the 'team' either. 

This would be the system operated in the most important 'factory' in the 'seventies and 
'eighties, the 'American' factory of William Sanders, though by the 'nineties it had gone over to 
machinery.16 Sanders is the most interesting figure amongst these eleven or so shoe masters of 
the time. Although many believed him to be an American he was in fact born in Gloucester and 
served his time as a shoemaker in Bristol. He then emigrated to the United States, but returned 
after the Civil War and about 1866 opened a shoe shop in Liverpool. Mter another short visit to 
America he returned to Liverpool where he opened a new shop. In 1874, like some figure out of 
a Thomas Hardy novel, he appeared in Long Buckby and took over Eyre Bros. and Howe's 
factory. In 1871 they had been obliged to mortgage it to John Pentony of Kensington and others, 

MARKET SQUARE, LONG BucKBY about 1913 showing the coronation pole, first erected for the 
coronation of George Ill. Behind it, to the right, is Sanders' American factory. 

14 Historical Scrapbook for Long Buckby, 1953, 
compiled by Mrs. Frost. There is a copy at NRO 
(ZA 2166). Pages 39-81 are a mine of information on 
the trade in the village. 

15 Church Mag. July 1889 loc. cit. 
16 Information on Sanders is from the Historical 

Scrapbook, op. cit. pp.43-6. 
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SANDERS' AMERICAN FACTORY JUST BEFORE IT WAS KNOCKED DOWN IN 1952. 
It is now reduced to one storey and is a supermarket. 

trustees of the Benefit Building Society, and the mortgagors sold it to Sanders, of Great Charlotte 
Street, LiverpoolY In time Sanders doubled its size and gave it the name 'American factory'. 

Like his contemporary, Alfred Howe, Sanders brought new ideas from America. He 
formed some of his men into a band-Sanders' Independence Band-to march and play in the 
towns where he had his shops as an advertising device, and later the band was enlarged into the 
town Silver Prize Band. He was also something of a pioneer in correct foot fitting, insisting that 
each line should have four widths in each size. In 1881 he was awarded a medal at the Frankfurt 
International Exhibition for his 'Electric Ped' boots. To serve his customers he established a 
travelling repair shop to do the work while they waited and it was his practice to give away a pair 
of half soles with every pair of boots. 

The hand-sewn shoe workers were, however, not superseded by the 'team' system in the 
factories of Howe and Sanders. They took work from the other small manufacturers in Buckby 
and in 1889 it was said that 'many of the Northampton manufacturers send work here, and have 
done so for years. One firm [probably Pollards] employs nearly a hundred hands in constant 
work all the year'.18 The men worked alone or in twos and threes in 'shops', usually in the garden 
of their home. The lasts, leather and instructions were supplied from the factory, the hemp, 
wax, heel ball, grindery and tools being provided by the craftsman. With the hemp and wax he 
made his thread for stitching, the 'wax' being made from tallow and pitch boiled together. This 
essential commodity placed a limitation on the time he could work at his shoemaking. In this 
period work could only be done when the weather was mild enough to 'keep the wax running', 
that is, when it kept the wax sufficiently soft to work the thread. Their shops had no glass in the 
windows but were fitted with wooden shutters, open in the summer, closed in winter when 'it 
~as too cold to keep the wax running'. 19 It was, therefore necessary for a shoemaker to do other 
JObs as well. It was said that in Long Buckby a farmer seldom employed sufficient hands to cope 
with the harvest, because he could always rely on shoemakers to lend a hand at such a season. 20 

As a craftsman the shoe worker was justly proud of his skill and looked down his nose at 
team and later factory work. Yet it is doubtful if he could earn more than the men 'inside'. In 
1889, it was said, a !aster earned from 26s. to 30s. a week, while the average wage in the team 

17 Information H. Clifton Esq. who has seen the 
deeds. 

18 Church Mag. op. cit. 

19 Folk Lore of L.B. loc. cit. 
20 ibid. 
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SANDERS' INDEPENDENCE BAND ABOUT 1893. 

varied from 19s. to 22s. a week. 21 About that time prices for hand-sewn 'Super Best' down to 
'Fourths' varied frqm 5/8d. to 3/3d. a pair. 'If factory hours only were worked it would take about 
two days to finish one pair of shoes', it was estimated. 22 So unless a shoemaker was prepared to 
put in a lot more than 'factory hours', or work faster than factory speed he would find it hard to 
earn more than 'team workers'. 

It may be doubted whether most of these were interested in 'earning more'. The hand
sewn shoeworker had a different rhythm of life and work to the industrial worker. He was among 
the last in an age-old work tradition which went back to Biblical times. He was strongly averse to 
the 'time discipline' of factory work; he observed 'Saint Monday', and in this period 'it was the 
usual thing for shoemakers to work very hard for a week or two and then "go on the booze" 
perhaps for a week'. 23 They had their own life-style, and in !he 'seventies and 'eighties thought 
nothing of taking their children out of school to go harvestmg, or to the races at Daventry or 
Northampton, much to the annoyance of the master and mistress of the Long Buckby Board 
School (also trying to impose 'time discipline').24 On Sunday mornings it was customary to don 
the weekly clean white apron and go for a walk, accompanied by a terrier: 'the greater number of 
the shoemakers possessed one'. 25 There was a flourishing co-operative stores in the village. And 
if he had any politics, and it is likely he had, the Buckby shoemaker was solid for Gladstone 
and Liberalism. 

In the 'eighties and 'nineties the problem for Buckby was that the system of shoe making 
as it was then carried out was incapable of further expansion, and was all the time falling behind 
new developments in the trade. 'One thing is a surprise to everyone in the place', it was said in 
1889, 'that no one ever comes to try their fortune here. We quite expected when the railway 
connected us to the outside world [in 1881] that someone would be -sure to come'. 26 But, until · 

21 Church Mag. op. cit. 
22 Hist. Scrapbook op. cit. p.72. 
23 ibid. 
24 ' ••• parents going to Northampton races, and 

leaving the girls in charge at home. The people cannot 
yet understand that the school interferes at all with 

their freedom of action'. Entry 30 March 1877. Girls 
Board School Log Book. By courtesy of the head
master of Long Buckby junior school. 

25 Hist. Scrapbook op. cit. p.105. 
26 Church Mag. op. cit. 
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COOK'S FACTORY AND HOUSES 'IN THE PICTURESQUE BOURNVILLE STYLE', 
South Place, Station Road, built 1903. 

1903, no one did. The population, which had 
been stable in the 'sixties and 'seventies de
clined in the twenty years after 1880. To try to 
arrest this decline the shoemakers fell back on 
the device they had used in 1867: in 1897 they 
founded a shoe co-operative-Long Buckby 
Shoe Makers Ltd. 'The company was formed 
with the best handsewn makers each taking 
shares in it. Every shoe was inspected by a 
committee of practical craft workers before it 
was passed as first -class and fit to be sold' .27 It 
lasted for just ten years, being wound up in 
190728 and, like its predecessor a generation 
before, may well have played a part in keeping 
the trade going until new developments came 
along-though it seems to have been a very 
small scale affair. Another characteristic that it 
shared with the earlier co-operative was that its 
manager, George York, like Thomas Bishop 
before him, eventually set up on his own as a 
manufacturer. 

In 1903 the trade in Long Buckby en
tered a new phase when the London firm of 
Frederick Cook came and built a modern factory 
and a row of twenty cottages 'in the picturesque 
Bournville style' at South Place on the road to 
the station. Exaggerating somewhat, the North
ampton Mercury declared 'the future of Long 
Buckby is full of radiant promise . . . when 

27 Hist. Scrapbook op. cit. 

WILLIAM MOORE, A HANDSEWN SHOEMAKER, 

lasting in Cook's Castle factory about 1912. 

28 Northampton Mercury 4 Oct. 1907. 
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A HANDSEWN SHOEMAKER SEWING THE WELT, CASTLE FACTORY, ABOUT 1912. 

MAKING THE FAMOUS RIDING BOOTS BY 'TEAM' WORK in the handsewn 
department at Cook's Castle factory, about 1912. 
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complete the factory will-be one of the largest and best equipped in the county'. 28 It cost £6,000 and 
had electric light and its own gas plant. Cook's made very high class footwear, and, in addition to 
bringing workers from London, gave-employment to a number of Buckby people, having a work
force of over two hundred. The hand-sewn men at long last started to become factory operatives, 
working at the new machines installed by Cook. The firm, however, also had a hand-sewn depart
ment on the premises where the best craftsmen worked in teams. Like many a Northamptonshire 
firm it exported much of its output having, in 1930, agencies in_ the U.S.A., Canada, South Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand, Holland and Germany. The firm surv1ved exactly thirty years, closing in -
1933, the goodwill, patterns, lasts and raw materials being bought by Manfi.eld of Northampton. 
'The goodwill', declared a director of that firm, 'includes the branded footwear the Lobby and 
the Bridgavon Support Shoe and certain riding boots for which the firm has a world wide repu
tation'.29 In the 'twenties the number of Buckby firms had contracted from eight in 1920 to five 

29 ibid. 11 Dec. 1903. ' 
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ROUGH STUFF ROOM WITH MACHINE PRESSES IN CooK'S FACTORY ABOUT 1912. 

in 1928 and, Cook's being by far the largest, many shoemakers left when it closed down. Some, 
however, returned when a Kettering firm moved to Long Buckby. 

The managing director was Mr. B. W. Cunnington who had started in the shoe trade 
with C. & E. Lewis of Northampton, and had worked as a buyer for Hallenstein's of Norwich, 
who made high quality ladies' shoes. 30 In the 1920s he had taken over the firm of Bryan ang Sons 
in Kettering as managing director and had employed some Buckby craftsmen who travelled over 
to work for him. When the Trafalgar works at Kettering were burned down, he took over Cook's 
factory and the firm he established in partnership with Randalls of Kendal, who were tanners, 
traded under the name 'Long Buckby Shoes Limited'. Its opening was a fortunate event for 
Buckby, coming as it did in the Depression, and the firm lasted until 1958. One of the objects 
of coming to the village was to capitalize on the skill of the-shoemakers, and the tradition of having 
a handsewn department quite separate from the machine rooms started by Cook's was maintained. 
The product made was of the highest quality, supplying, amongst other outlets, shops in London's 
West End: the shoe department of Simpsons of Piccadilly, for instance, was started with Long 
Buckby Shoes. Another product was the riding boots for the royal horse guards, the last major 
order for which was for the Coronation of the present Queen in 1953. The handsewn men also 
made bespoke riding boots for a clientele which included the Queen of Norway. In the Second 
World War their skill was used in the making of boots for flying officers which were quite remark
able articles of footwear. Each.incorporated, in addition to the leather, thirty-six pieces of silk to 
make them shrapnel proof, and a knife so that the boots could be cut down to ankle height if the 
pilot was forced to bale out and make his way on foot. 31 

Since 1958 the trade has declined very considerably. The South Place factory became a 
potato crisp factory after Long Buckby Shoes closed. Tomalins closed down in 1969, but the 
firm of Frank Eyre still survives. In 1953 it was said of it that 'there are no machines here; work 
is handed out to the outside workers, who take it home, make it throughout and bring it back 
finished'. 32 He still relies on bespoke work today. There is a closing factory (Groococks of Roth
well) and a few workers still use their old skill making bespoke orthopaedic boots for Frank Eyre 
and for George York and Son at the Castle factory in King Street. There are old men still alive 
in Long Buckby who could make a pair of shoes right through and finish them to perfection if 

3° Chronicle & Echo 28 Dec. 1933. Mrs. Cunnington in April 1975. 
31 The information in this paragraph is from the 32 Hist. Scrapbook op. cit. p.64-5. 

Hist. Scrapbook and from an interview with Mr. and 
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called upon. And, if the craft is almost dead, the memory of it is not-nor is that of the hard 
times either. 

R. L. GREENALL. 

TRADE DIRECTORIES USED 
Pigot's Directory of Northamptonshire 1830, 1841 and 1850. Kelly's Post Office Directory of Bedfordshire, 
Northamptonshire etc. 1847 and 1854. Melville and Cos. Directory of Northamptonshire 1861. Kelly's 
Post Office Directory for Northamptonshire, Hunts. etc. 1864, 1869, 1870, 1877, 1885 and 1890. Whellan's 
History, Topography and Directory of Northamptonshire, 1874. Harrod's Royal Directory of Bedfordshire 
... Northamptonshire 1876. Wrights Commercial and General Directory and Blue Book of Northampton
shire 1884. Kelly's Directory of Northamptonshire 1898, 1910, 1914, 1920, 1928, 1936 and 1940. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
A draft of this paper was read to the Long Buckby Local History Society in April1976 and the author wishes 
to thank the members of the Society who offered criticisms, suggestions and corrections. He also wishes to 
thank Mr. and Mrs. B. W. Cunnington for additional information on the subject, and Mr. Harold Clifton 
for the loan of the photographs from his remarkable Long Buckby collection, and for much help and encourage
ment in researching the history of the village. 



446 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

FINEDON, Nov. 1973 

What gets forgotten, 
not just the bald narrative of going there, 
but what slips through the net of ordinary telling; 
not just seeing the trees; try it consecutively; 

first times are always inadequate times 
the first time I came to Finedon it was enclosed 
and closed, the hall by itself with grounds around, 
but spreading wilderness, 
and in the house the only open area, 
courtyard and surrounding ivied walls, 
ivy peeling off like lace from an old valentine 
or round a cake, 
crumbling cake of the walls, 
the geese behind, the cackling of geese as we went 
first down the lime walk; 
lime buds good to eat, for salads, and the buds 
eaten in spring, the young leaves good to eat. 
Hadn't seen that at all, no sign of the garden 
that lay in its wilderness, 
a great tangle, the unusual lake with a single island in the middle 
laid out by Humphry Repton, 
the glens of Antrim, the rocks laid precariously one on the other, 
pools, soft areas, like Kyoto court, 
at each place they stopped, the boys said, 
let's stay here all the time, 
and then the tower, covered with ivy too, 
like something from a French Book of Hours, 
the rare pine trees, - -
redwoods and clustering oaks, the path going on, 
where does it lead to? Used to be a quarter of a mile, 
cut off now by the fields, 
and the house like Valenc;ay, a chateau with 
grotesque slated roofline, and stone wrought 
into gothic letters, 
the interior, huge 'panelled hall, 
with paper laid on canvas .. 

The upstairs, rotting floorboards, 
phone by the window, disconnected 
but a new 1972 directory; 
horse box partitions as if a school 
had used part for bathing. 
Little upper rooms with scatter of flex 
and old text books in the dusty smelling attics, 
the loot, gas mask and book for rationing, 
grassed over fountain, two chapels one inside and one out, 
one never comes to the end of this place, 
the mad scientist in the tower leaking roof. 

Nina Carroll 
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THE RELIGIOUS FOUNDATIONS OF MEDIEVAL STAMFORD 
Stamford Survey Group report 2 
by J. S. HARTLEY AND A. ROGERS 

(University of Nottingham, Department of Adult Education. £1.70. 84 pp. 31 figs. 4 maps) 
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This is the second of a series of booklets planned by the Stamford Survey Group. The 
first, the Medieval Buildings of Stamford ( ed. A. Rogers, 1970) was an architectural account of the 
surviving medieval buildings in the town. This recent report is a definitive list of the religious 
institutions in the town and covers the fourteen former parish churches, the gilds, chantries and 
chapels, the six hospitals, St. Leonard's Priory, St. Michael's Nunnery, the five friaries, monastic 
property and the so-called academic halls of Stamford. 

Among the interesting points which emerge is a suggestion for the location of the Danish 
burh from a study of the present street pattern and the placing of the parish boundaries. Unfor
tunately for this theory none of the four churches known to have existed before the Domesday 
survey lay within this nucleus. W. G. Hoskins poip.ted out i~ 1967 that a new large market place 
or port was set up by the Normans to the west of the Darush burh and All Saints was built in 
this area of the port or market. Its dedication is interesting since there seems to be an association 
between churches of the same dedication and new post-Conquest market places in other places 
such as Northampton and Maidstone. The church of St. Mary on the other hand, claimed by 
Hoskins to be the mother church of the town since the 7th century is shown in this new survey 
to be originally a chapel dating from the 12th century associated with the building of the town 
bridge and the laying out of St. Mary's hill and not with the earlier ford. The gild of the Assump
tion of the Virgin in this church was responsible to maintain the bridge. Other gilds played a 
significant part in the life of the town. That of St. Martin in St. Martin's church was famous for 
its bull running: its purpose was the maintenance of prayers and of a common bull. In the hall of 
Corpus Christi gild in St. Mary at the bridge the borough council used to meet; the gild had a 
school house and its chantry came to be worth more than the rectory. 

This study is based on a variety of sources including Domesday book, Chantry certificates, 
Lincoln Diocesan records and those of Oxford and Cambridge colleges. It is also enriched by an 
intelligent and observant eye for topography. The way that St. Clement's parish, for instance, 
lies astride the town walls raises the conjecture that the church may have been established before 
the walls were built. The site of St. Martin's lying near the narrowest point of the road is thought 
to have been at the southernmost limit of the suburban development of Stamford at the time of 
its foundation. The width and regular layout of the High Street beyond the church with the 
slight alteration of alignment of the road, suggests a planned market area. 

It is recognised that the value of the church~s at various times in their history is a telling 
economic index of the relative prosperity and declme of the town. The value of the rectory of 
Holy Trinity rose in the 13th century, a sign of the growth of the extra-mural suburbs in the 
·second half of this century. St. Clement's living in 1361 was described as being poor 'per pesti
lenciam'; clearly it had declined in size after the Black Death and the value of the vicarage fell in 
the 14th century, an indication of shrunken suburbs. By 1428 it had fallen in value from £4.13.4 
(1291) to 20s. p.a. It had vanished by the 16th century. The parish of St. Mary Bynwerk in 1462 
became amalgamated with that of St. Peter on the petition of the parishioners who were so few 
insufficient, and poor, they could no longer repair the church. ' 
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Much destruction seems to have occurred in Stamford in 1461 and the town may well have 
been in economic decline in the 15th century. This report, however, emphasises the contradictory 
nature of the evidence. There was much new building going on in the churches in the 15th century: 
examples are All Saints, St. John's and St. Martin's. Also chantries and hospitals were being 
founded and supported up to the Dissolution. 

The survey ends with a review of the hospitals, friaries and monasteries. The siting of the 
hospital for lepers stood, like many other leper houses in Medieval England, on the line of one of 
the major exit roads.. The sites of the friaries similarly were outside the town walls, possibly 
because their ministry was bound up with the lives of the extra mural poor; more likely, however, 
is that other intra mural sites were built up: in any case they were considered to have encroached 
on the town fields. 

The power of the monasteries was all pervading in ecclesiastical Stamford. Of the fourteen 
parish churches, five were under the patronage of the local Benedictine nunnery, five more under 
that of the Norman priory of St. Fromard, two more were held by Durham cathedral priory and 
one each by the Lincolnshire Benedictine houses of Bel voir and Crow land. When the monasteries 
fell the power of the local gentry, such as the Cecils, was vastly augmented. Sir William enter
tained Queen Elizabeth at the Greyfriars on one occasion and at the Whitefriary (the story goes 
that the place fell down as soon as she left). 

A valuable job is done by tracing and dispelling stories of mythical churches like St. Benet's 
and St. Thomas'. Finally, the theory that there were academic halls at Stamford on the lines of 
early Oxford precollegiate foundations is given short shrift. There is no real medieval evidence 
for the existence of Blackball, Brasenose college, Durham Hall, Peterborough Hall and all the 
rest. Their slender claims are based on the facts that Stamford was the scene of an attempted 
secession from Oxford University, that Oxford is known to have possessed halls and that various 
religious houses are known to have owned property within the town. 

The format of the Stamford Survey Group No. 2 is the same as the first. It is an awkward 
size and shape which will not fit easily into a bookcase. Also its method of binding means that one 
has to maintain a strong grip to prevent it closing on the reader. These are small points of criticism, 
however; the survey gives an extremely valuable and detailed insight into the rich ecclesiastical 
history of this important medieval town. We look forward to the next volume. 

J. M. STEANE. 

AN INVENTORY OF THE HISTORICAL MONUMENTS 
IN THE COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON 

VoL. I: ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN NORTH-EAST 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Royal Commission on Historical Monuments 
England 

( H.M. Stationery Office, London, 1975) 
4o, 177 pages, 128 text figures, coloured frontispiece, 24 pages of plates: £14.50 

A new Royal Commission volume is always an eagerly anticipated event. This volume, 
the fi~st venture into Northamptonshire (excluding the 1969 Peterborough New Town survey), 
descnbes 434 monuments in the 57 parishes of East Northamptonshire District. Handsomely 
produced and lavishly illustrated, it lives up to the highest standards we have come to expect . . 
~adly, al~hough by contemporary prices it is much better value than some recent publications, 
1t may st11l be beyond the pocket of the local archaeologist who would find it of greatest value. 
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It covers all known prehistoric and Roman monuments and earthworks of medieval and 
post-medieval date, but excludes buildings. A sectional preface of 22 pages gives a brief but 
useful introduction to the topography of this scenically unexciting area, bisected by the Nene 
valley and including much of Rockingham Forest, and to the range of sites represented in it. 
The _ inventory follows, arranged as usual alphabetically by civil parish, with an appendix 
describing Roman roads. 

One major fact to emerge is the intensive settlement in prehistoric and Roman times, 
the product of field work of Brown, J ackson, Hadman, Steane, et alia and aerial reconnaissance by 
Hollowell mostly since 1960. If a further nail were needed in the coffin of the 'impenetrable 
Midlands forest' myth, the evidence assembled here provides it. Even so, our knowledg~ of such 
early sites is still profoundly affected by the inevitably uneven survey coverage by local archae
ologists, the difficulties of field work in woodland and permanent pasture, and variable responsive
ness of different soils to aerial photography. The preface rightly urges caution in the interpretation 
of their distribution. Is there any value, therefore, in Fig. 9, purporting to show the distribution 
of prehistoric and Roman sites in the Lyveden valley, when a discussion of these problems 
together with a revealing plan of the same area qualified to show inadequate coverage by field 
work and aerial photography has already been published elsewhere1? One would also query the 
inference (p.xxxiv) that ring-ditches are datable without excavation. 

The masterly coverage of earthworks is notable for the inclusion of an important group 
of 16th-17th century garden earthworks. However, here the decision to exclude buildings from 
this volume is regrettable. Gardens cannot be studied adequately when divorced from their 
houses, any more than, for example, castle moats can be meaningfully separated from their 
masonry defences. 

The text appears remarkably free of misprints, although the connoisseur will appreciate 
Thresham for Tresham (p.8); and, while we have Newton Bromshold consistently through the 
text, the folded O.S. map at the rear gives the etymologically preferable spelling, Bromswold. 

The overall superb quality of the plans does not absolve them from a couple of criticisms. 
Crop-marks were apparently intended to be reproduced all at the same scale (in fact there are 
very slight variations); but realisation of this is hindered by the variety of different bar-scale 
notations employed. Earthworks are portrayed by hachuring. This technique is intended to 
convey a general visual impression of breaks and changes of slope, and there is no universally 
accepted objective convention for indicating t~e .exact angle of slopes or amplitude of earth
works. Indeed, the style of the Royal Comm1ss1on draftsmen, who have been the foremost 
practitioners of the art, has itself varied over the years. That currently in favour, while pleasing 
on the eye, tends to be somewhat inflexible, with insufficient variation in the boldness, interval 
or length of penstrokes. For example, the.pla~ of th~ Wak~rley gard~~s. (Fi~. 112) c~nveys the 
impression that the circular flower-bed With Its cruc1form mternal d1v1S10n 1s only shghtly less 
prominent than the surrounding terraces and banks. On Plate 20 the latter show up as major 
relief features, while the former is scarcely visible; the text confirms the terraces to be 7-!-10 
times the height of the flower-bed earthworks. Figs. 43 and 44, showing Kirby D.M.V. and one 
of its farmsteads, are also difficult to reconcile. 

The arrangement of text and plans is oc~asionally irritating. The plans of Barnwell (Figs. 
25-26) would have been preferably located adjacently to allow direct comparison, instead of on 
opposite sides of the same page. The plan of Titchmarsh duck decoy, with no figure number, 
lies 15 pages adrift from the text description of the monument. The mention of Thurning as a 
parish whose ridge and furrow arrangement is almost completely recoverable (p.xlii) makes one 
regret the lack of a plan. 

The destruction of monuments is a recurring theme. For example, of eleven deserted 
villages in the District, only two survived as well-preserved earthworks in 1973. One is left almost 

1 C. C. Taylor, 'Aerial Photography and the Field Archaeologist' in 'Aerial Reconnaissance for Archae
ology' (C.B.A. Research Report No. 12 (1975) pp.138-40, fig. 2). 
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in despair that the survey rate remains so low. This is no criticism of the Royal Commission, 
who consistently maintain their own high standards of field work and publication despite the 
pressures. The question again arises, how resources for field survey, which alone provides the 
information base on which a preservation/excavation strategy can be planned, remain so meagre 
while comparatively vast sums are still poured annually into excavations of dubious value. 

C.}. BOND, 
Oxfordshire County Museum. 

THE BOOK OF BANBURY 
by CHRISTINE BLOXHAM, B.A., A.M.A. 

(Barracuda Books, Ltd. 148 pp. £6.50) 

Before the planners tidied everything up, Northamptonshire included all of Banbury east 
of the Cherwell, and many Northants villages lie in 'Banburyshire'-the ten-mile sphere of 
influence round the ancient market town. So there will be considerable County interest in 'The 
Book of Banbury' by Christine Bloxham, who is secretary of Banbury Historical Society and 
assistant keeper of antiquities at Oxfordshire County Museum. 

Her approach is a popular one, with nearly 250 illustrations covering almost every aspect 
of the town's history to supplement the clearly-written text. In fact this attractive book can be 
dipped into so easily and pleasantly that the alliterative title might well have been carried a step 
further as 'The Bedside Book of Ban bury'. 

Saxon settlers founded Banbury in the pre-Christian era near an important crossing of 
routes, but it had to wait until 1123-48 for Alexander of Blois, Norman bishop of Lincoln, to 
put it on the map. A tiny man with big ideas, he built the castle and the Norman church, which 
was so enriched by later additions that it became 'the cathedral of north Oxfordshire'. 

But as Miss Bloxham warns us, the town has changed dramatically over the years. One 
winces at the description of the Puritan destruction of the three medieval crosses, and the dese
cration of the church adapted to shelter batteries bombarding the castle during the Civil War. 
The castle was held for the king for over three years under commanders who were members of 
Lord Northampton's family. One, Sir William Compton, was only 19, yet the garrison soldiers 
were 'much heartened by the exemplary courage of this valiant young knight" 

Mter the Civil War both church and castle were demolished, in fact the church was so 
unsafe that most of it fell with a crash heard miles away. The church was rebuilt by 1797, and 
was joined later by the present cross erected in 1859 to mark the marriage of the Princess Royal 
and Frederick William, Prince of Prussia. Banbury people might have been less enthusiastic had 
they known that the eldest son of this marriage was destined to become Kaiser Wilhelm II, 
regarded with such fear and hatred as German supreme war lord during the 1914-18 war. 

Banbury repaired its fortunes in the 18th century by making plush which became world 
famous, even finding a market in Japan for making warm winter kimonos. Another export was 
Banbury cakes,. their recipe doubtless improved from the 16th century when Thomas Bright 
groaned that they inflicted on the stomach 'plenty of melancholy'. Consignments were ordered 
by cake-eaters in America, Australia and India, and on the home market in 1840 Samuel Beesley, 
one of the bakers, sold 139,500 twopenny ones. Cattle, driven from Wales to the Northamptonshire 
grazing grounds and to London for slaughter became another major trade, as many as 2,000 
animals passing through in a day. This business has continued with modern transport, and today 
Banbury has the biggest cattle mart in Europe. 

. Real prosperity was restored by Sir Bernhard Samuelson, Victorian business genius, 
Ltheral M.P. for the town, a privy councillor, and holder of many national and local honours. 
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When his railway works at Tours closed because of the French troubles of 1848, he moved to 
Banbury and established the Britannia Works making agricultural machinery. His enormous 
success changed Banbury from a market town to an industrial centre. The Victorian suburb of 
Grimsbury, built for the Samuelson workers, is being restored and now forms an attractive and _ 
interesting feature of the town. 

So to the present, when Banbury has shown originality and courage. By one vote-the 
mayor's casting vote-during the 1960s it turned down a plan to take overspill from London and 
Birmingham, and settled for a moderate increase to 40,000 instead of the 70,000 suggested. This 
decision preserved much of old Banbury, so that it remains a delightful and dignified town to 
explore today. 

A word of criticism must be directed to the picture captions. For example, drawings on 
page 102 said to be the G.W.R. and L.&N.W.R. stations show exactly the same building and 
precisely the same passengers and staff in identical attitudes, but with different trains, and in the 
top picture a stage coach has mysteriously appeared. There must be an intriguing explanation, 
which railway enthusiasts would like to have. On page 55 the small boy in the picture most of 
us know under the title 'When did you last see your father?' seems to have aged remarkably, to 
say the least. On page 39 surely 'silver coin' is a most inadequate description for the object shown, 
and if these are two sides of the same coin how would they fit together? Small points, but worth 
attention for future reprints which the book richly deserves. 

LIFE IN OLD NORTHAMPTON 
compiled by }OHN STAFFORD 

TONY !RESON. 

(Northamptonshire Libraries, 1975. £3.25 hard bound, £1.75 flush bound) 

This volume, a sequel to the Libraries' previous publishing success, Old Northampton, is 
now in its second impression, and has already sold over 8,000 copies. Its popularity is well deserved 
and Mr. Stafford, who was responsible for compiling Old Northampton, is again to be congratulated 
on his selection of photographs and other illustrations of life in the county town between roughly 
1850 and 1950. The captions, too, are a mine of local information and clearly the product of much 
painstaking research. Handsomely produced on good quality paper, with no less than 224 illus
trations, it is a bargain at the price. An attractive innovation is the beautifully reproduced seven 
pages in colour, a new departure from the monochrome of Old Northampton, including one of 
the interior of the Theatre Royal by the late Tom Osborne Robinson, who also contributed 
several other drawings in black and white. 

The book is divided into six sections containing illustrations of Shopping, Trades and 
Industries, Entertainments and Pastimes, Inns and Public Houses, Transport, and 'Cops and 
Robbers'. These are uneven in extent, ranging from thirty-three pages on Shopping down to a 
rather disappointing one on 'Cops and Robbers'. There were no doubt good reasons for this 
unevenness of sections-many illustrations on these subjects had already been used in Old North
ampton perhaps, and any compiler is limited simply by what he can lay his hands on on a given 
topic-but the book is a little off balance. One does not brood too much on this point, however, 
once one starts to turn the pages. That fascination which old photographs hold soon takes 
one over. 

For this reviewer, the first two sections-Shopping, and Trades and Industries-are the 
best. One is first taken on what is virtually a guided tour of the main shopping streets of the 
centre of the town, and here Mr. Stafford has persuaded the long established family firms to 
produce old photographs of their premises, both inside and out. Here one is forcibly struck by 
both the long period over which some firms have operated in the town, and the rapid nature of 
the recent changes in the face of Northampton in which the old shops have been replaced by the 
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VICTORIAN SELF-HELP. BRETHREN OF THE TOWCESTER 'EARL OF POMFRET' LODGE, INDEPENDENT 
ORDER OF 0DDFELLOWS (MANCHESTER UNITY) , IN THEIR REGALIA AND WITH THEIR BANNER IN 1910. 
One of the two hundred and eight photographs of life in the county before 1914 collected in a 
recent volume, Old Northamptonshire in Photographs, by R. L. Greenall. It is bound in cloth, has 

one hundred and sixty pages, and is published by Northamptonshire Libraries at £3.25. 

anonymous multiple suppliers of modern consumerism. A similar reflection prompts itself on 
looking at the Trades and Industries section. The footwear trade, so long the trade of Northampton, 
is in sharp decline, and its successors are more characterless. In the section 'Boots and Shoes' 

. one is given in words and pictures an excellent outline of the development of the trade since 
about 1800, probably the best short account readily available in print. This is followed by shorter 
sections on Brewing, Engineering (which includes some most interesting illustrations in colour 
from posters advertising Mulliners' horse-drawn carriages) and the smaller trades of the county 
town, such as bookbinding, model making, and garment making. 

These sections take the Great War as their approximate terminating period, but the 
twentieth century is more fully represented in Entertainments and Pastimes, which looks at some 
of the ways Northamptonians enjoyed themselves down to World War Two. Cinemas are very 
well served here from their origins in buildings as diverse as music halls or the corn exchange 
through their golden age in the thirties and forties (when the Odeon seated 2,000, had a roof 
garden, and a tea room complete with 'inglenook and minstrels' gallery') down to their decline 
into bingo halls or supermarkets. The sad decline of the live theatre from the opening of the 
Theatre Royal with 'Twelfth Night' in 1884 down to the closing of the New Theatre in 1958 
' Strip! Strip! Hooray' is neatly encapsulated in three pages. The pleasures of the open air, 
Franklin's Gardens, Abington Park and the Racecourse are all well illustrated, and there are some 
interesting early photographs of sporting teams. 

The final sections are perhaps less interesting. There are some good illustrations of North
ampton Inns and Public Houses, but by the late nineteenth century the great days of the inns 
were long past and some of them were even then in decay. Unfortunately, there are only a few 
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illustrations of the inside of pubs,' though one regrets that it is not possible anymore to have a 
drink in the bar of the Two Brewers in Abington Street, and gaze up at the stuffed kangaroo 
complete with boxing gloves which had been 'twice round the world' with the landlord, in his 
salad days as a music hall artist. The section on Transport suffers more than any other from the 
fact that Old Northampton had a good many illustrations which took the story down to about 1920. 
So here we have a series of early motor buses and commercial vehicles which will no doubt please 
early combustion-engine buffs, but which did not stir the breast of your reviewer, though he 
admired the range of photographs Mr. Stafford managed to find to include in this section. The 
final section is simply two illustrations of the theme of 'Cops and Robbers', too brief really to 
comprise a genuine topic on its own, though on a topic of considerable interest in its own right. 

WELLINGBOROUGH ALBUM 
by ]OYCE AND MAURICE PALMER 

(Steepleprint Ltd. (Earls Barton) 1975 £6.50) 

R. L. GREENALL. 

This is a fascinating book. Mr. & Mrs. Palm er ' have brought together more than 200 
photographs, together with other material, to form a pictorial record of Wellingborough, mostly 
over the eighty years from 1870 to 1950. It will revive many memories in those who have a long 
association with the town. Others, such as myself, who cannot resist the charm of old photo
graphs, will find pleasure on every page, even though their acquaintance with Wellingborough is 
slight. Nor should it be forgotten that much social history may be learned from these relics of a 
not-too-distant past: the Wellingborough Temperance Band, with half of its members in "drag", 
taking the mickey out of Women's Rights at a pre-1914 carnival (p.111); the exterior of the first 
cinema at Wellingborough, a modest forerunner of a mighty revolution in public entertainment 
(p. 99); children who collected blackberries to make jam for soldiers in World War I (p.127); the 
issuing of ration books at Alma Street School in 1949 (p.l32). A strong sense of local community 
is also evident in many of the photographs, especially those from the Edwardian period. The 
Sunday School "tea drinking", for example, was an annual event which was attended by hundreds 
of people of all ages, and began with a long procession of children marching through the town to 
Basset's Close where the festivities took place (pp.92, 105, 107, 115). 

The illustrations in the Album have been grouped broadly under titles such as "Town 
Views", "Churches", "The Working Day", "Leisure and Special Events", and "Wellingborough 
District". Inevitably there is occasional overlap between these sections, but this does not really 
matter. The section on "Victorian Portraits" contains several sartorial oddities (to our eyes), 
pride of place going to a pensive young man wearing a fancy short-sleeved shirt, belted white 
trousers, and embroidered braces hanging in loops by his sides (p.62). Who was he, and why did 
he choose to have his likeness taken in such unusual garb? 

The "Transport" section of the Album is, for me, particularly rewarding. A good series of 
photographs illustrates the disaster which took place on 2 September 1898 when the Manchester 
express struck a porter's trolley which had fallen on the main line at Midland Road Station 
(pp.142-7). Six persons, including the driver and the fireman, were killed in the ensuing derail
ment. Equally interesting is the wide range of road vehicles, horse-drawn or motor, which made 
an appearance in Wellingborough, and were recorded by the camera. I doubt whether many 
other towns could produce a c.1900 photograph of the local fire engine hurrying to a call, complete 
with several small boys following it on foot (p.l35)! The standing crew members flanking the 
driver were probably acting as "hi! hi! men" whose job it was to shout warnings to pedestrians 
and oncoming traffic. This was the practice in London fire brigades at that period. 

Now for a minor criticism. Only two celebrated Wellingburians of the past are illustrated 
in the section on "Personalities". One is John Askham, the sad-faced poet and essayist who wrote 
"The Singers" (i.e. sewing machines made by the Singer Company, and used in the shoe industry 
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to stitch together the upper leathers), a minor classic of industrially-inspired verse (p.124). The 
other is "Mick" Mannock, the telephone linesman who, as Major Edward Mannock, V.C., D.S.O., 
M.C., became Britain's top-scoring fighter pilot in World War I (ibid.). (Mannock's accredited 
kills, incidentally, were 73 and not just "over 40" as stated in the caption alongside his photo
graph.) He is shown in football kit along with two friends, his sullen good looks concealing the 
curious fact that he was almost blind in his left eye. Other candidates for "Personalities" would 
have included David Dulley, brewer and prominent local nonconformist, and Willan Jackson, 
an able solicitor and volunteer soldier who played an important part as a representative of Well
ingborough on the Northamptonshire County Council after its formation in 1888. Space for 
these two worthies could have been found by omitting one of two near-identical photographs of 
High Street Congregational Church (pp.33-4). 

The Album is beautifully and lavishly produced in period style, and the quality of the 
illustrations is very high; nevertheless; it is a pity that a cheaper edition is not also available. By 
using soft covers and glossy art-paper, substantial economies could have been made in the costs 
of production. At £6.50 a copy, it is probable that many people who would like to own this at
tractive record of old Welling borough will hesitate before they dip their hands so deeply into their 
pockets. VICTOR A. HATLEY. 
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