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.. . . large or small. Fine building is 
synonymous · with Robert Mar riott 
Ltd ., a member of the Robert Marriott 
Group, famous for quality building since 
1890. In the past 80 years Marriotts have 
established a reputation for meticulous 
craftsmanship on the largest and small
est scales. 

Whether it is a £7,000,000 housing 
contract near Bletchley, a new head
quarters for Buckinghamshire County 
Council at Aylesbury (right) or restor
ation and alterations to Easton Maudit 
Church (left) Marriotts have the experi
ence, the expertise and the men to 
carry out work of the most exacting 
standards and to a strict schedule. 

In the last century Marriotts made 
a name for itself by the skill of its crafts
men employed on restoring buildings 
of great historical importance. A re
markable t ri bute to the firm's founder, 
the late Mr. Robert Marriott was paid 
in 1948 by Sir Albert Richardson, later 
President of the Royal Academy, when 
he said: " He was a master builder of 
the calibre of the Grimbolds and other 
famous country men. He spared no 
pains and placed ultimate good before 
financial gain . No mean craftsman him
self, he demanded similar excellence 
from his helpers." 

Three-quarters of a century later 
Marriotts' highly specialised Special 
Projects Division displays the same 
inherent skills in the same delicate 
work on buildings throughout the 
Midlands. To date Hatfield House, Long 
Melford Hall in Suffolk, the Branch 
Library at Earls Barton, the restoration 
of Castle Cottage at Higham Ferrers , 
Fisons Ltd. , Cambridge, Greens Norton 
School , Woburn Abbey restorations 
and the- Falcon Inn, Castle Ashby, all 
bear witness to the craftsmanship of 
Marriotts. 

While building fo r the future, 
Marriotts are maintaining the glories of 
the past. 

~ J--- ROBERT MARRIOTT L TO. 
~ r ~ 11 RUSHOEN . NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

A me mber of the French- Ki er Group of companies 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

The death of Sir Gyles !sham, Bart., F.S.A., 
on January 28th 1976 was a sad blow. He had 
been President of the Society since 1965, as well 
as Editor of this Journal for seven years from 
1966, and a special obituary article later in this 
issue will give an idea of the very important 
part he played in these capacities, and indeed 
in all aspects of the Society'_s work, as well as 
in many other organisations in the County. His 
kindness to those who worked with him was 
immense, and the breadth of his knowledge in 
many :fields amazing. A recently taken photo
graph of him, suitably enlarged and framed, 
now hangs in the Society's Library at Delapre 
Abbey, and it is hoped that it will be possible 
to publish a memorial volume at some future 
date. 

As new President we welcome the eighth 
Earl Spencer, whose family, like that of the 
!shams, also has long associations with North
amptonshire and many of its public activities. 
He has been one of the Society's Trustees for 
some years, his father was a Vice President from 
1923 until his death in 1975, and his grand
father acted as a joint President for two years 
when the Society was founded in 1920. 

Quite recently the death also occurred of one 
of our Vice Presidents, The Right Reverend 
R. W. Stopford, K.C.V.O., C.B.E., Bishop of 
Peterborough from 1956 to 1961, and earlier 
in his life an Assistant Chaplain at Oundle 
School for some years. Although he had moved 
to other dioceses he maintained an interest in 
the Society's work and welfare. 

Still on personalities-the Editor of this 
Journal since 1973, Mr. J. M. Steane, has now 
moved from Kettering, where he was head of 
the Grammar School for twelve years, to a new 
post as Field Archaeologist with the Oxford
shire Museum Services. On behalf of the 
readers of Northamptonshire Past and Present 
we record our best wishes and appreciation of 
all that he does to make it so enjoyable. 

The lecture following the Annual General 
Meeting in June 1976 was given by Professor 
G. R. Elton, Professor of English _ Constitu-

tional History at the University of Cambridge. 
A large and appreciative audience heard him 
speak on the 16th Century as an Age of Reform. 
The Autumn Lecture for 1976, which will have 
been given when this goes to press, is to be on 
Calvinism) Nobility and Elizabethan Politics) 
with particular reference to the role of Robert 
Dudley, Earl of Leicester. The speaker will be 
Professor Patrick Collinson, of the University 
of Kent at Canterbury, who is a specialist on 
Puritan matters. The Society is most grateful 
for the willingness with which busy and dist
inguished academics find time to come and 
lecture to its members. 

Members have already learnt of the increase 
in subscriptions for 1977, and inevitably there 
have been some resignations. But we hope 
these will not be numerous. The Society has 
indeed been fortunate to be able to carry on 
until now on relatively low subscriptions, and 
yet to maintain a high standard of scholarship 
and production. New volumes are in course of 
preparation, blJ.t funds must be accumulated 
before they can be sent to the printers. So it is 
up to members to maintain their support, and 
to try to persuade others to join the Society. 

The American Hi-Centennial celebrations 
were marked by a special exhibition on America 
in Archives mounted by the Northants Record 
Office at Delapre Abbey, who also published a 
booklet on the same subject, showing a selec
tion of documents, letters, maps and photo
graphs from its archives. The Record Society 
is always glad to welcome American members 
at its summer meeting, as happened in 1976, 
and hopes others will come in future years if 
they are in this country. 

All members of the Northamptonshire 
Record Society congratulate the Northampton
shire Natural History Society on reaching their 
Centenary in 1976. 

We record that the Society's 500 members, 
through the kindness of the Mayor, Councillor 
J. Gardner, marked the occasion by re-enacting 
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their inaugural meeting held in the Town Hall, 
Northampton, on 21st April 1876. 

A remarkable exhibition showing the Soc
iety's valuable contribution to the scientific 
knowledge of our County was held in the 
Northampton Museum during the whole of 
April. The sections included Botany, Micro
Biology, Ornithology, Zoology, Entomology, 
Geology, Archaeology, Conchology, Meteor
ology, Astronomy and Photography, and some 
of the records are of national importance. 

The President of the Society, Sir Hereward 
Wake, invited Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother to come to Northampton to celebrate 
its Centenary. She graciously accepted and, on 
5th May, had the warmest welcome from 
members from every walk of life, at the Hum-

frey Rooms in Castilian Street. Her Majesty 
took the keenest interest in the Society's work, 
befriended everybody, and her visit in glorious 
sunshine gave the greatest pleasure to the 
people of Northampton. 

The Society produced a centenary edition of 
their journal in which they reprinted an article 
on its early days by the late Miss Joan Wake 
published in the first volume of this journal. 

This year the usual list of institutional 
members in geographical distribution has been 
omitted from the journal. We hasten to say 
that this is only for reasons of economy, and 
that we hope to be able to print it again in 
future years. 

Notes on our Contributors 

Audrey Butler, educated at Somerville College, Oxford, is historical editor of 
Everyman's Encylopaedia and Everyman's Dictionary of Dates~ she has previously written in 
Northamptonshire Past and Present about Clemence Tresham, and is writing a history of nuns 
who were involved in the dissolution of the monasteries. 

R. A. Martin, studied history at London University and is Head of Humanities at Henry 
Gotch Comprehensive School, Kettering. 

Ron Greenall is resident tutor and warden of the University of Leicester's Adult 
Education Centre in Northampton. He is author of "Naseby~ a village History" and "Old North
amp~onshire in photographs". 

Dr. Tom Cunningham researched for his Ph.D. at Cambridge on the 19th century History 
of Peterborough. He is at present teaching at the University of Miami, Florida. 

We apologise to our previous contributor J . S. W. Gibson by describing him as a solicitor. 
In fact he is currently working in Chichester on the publication of local history. Also he has 
recently written a guide to the location of wills. 
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SIR GYLES !SHAM, BART., F.S.A. 

IT is difficult enough to give an adequate idea of the part played by Sir Gyles in the county just 
in the field of local history and historical research. Although it was only one of his many interests 
he was very devoted to local history, to the history of the families and houses of the county, to 
its antiquities and to its architectural heritage. It is no exaggeration to say that he was at the centre 
of local historical endeavour, the person to whom everyone turned for detailed, accurate and 
sound information over a whole range of subjects of importance to the local historian. A fluent 
speaker, enormously well informed, with a splendid memory, he was ever ready to respond to a 
request to preside at a meeting. He numbered amongst his acquaintances and friends a great 
many professional historians with a wide range of interests, art historians as well as archaeologists. 
Sir Gyles was an able scholar even as an undergraduate. Probably it was the Restoration era, the 
reign of Charles II, that most attracted him, and he felt particularly drawn, I am sure, to those 
of his ancestors who lived in that reign; the imposing, even formidable, Sir Justinian !sham, 
nicknamed the Emperor by his contemporary Dorothy Osborne, an early Fellow of the Royal 
Society, Sir Thomas, his shortlived son memorable for the diary he kept as a schoolboy and for 
his Grand Tour, and a second Justinian who was an M.P. for the county for a great many years. 
Indeed amongst Sir Gyles's deeply researched published volumes are the superb edition of 
Thomas !sham's Diary and the volume of letters of Bishop Brian Duppa during the Common
wealth, the footnotes to both of which bear eloquent witness to Sir Gyles's scholarship and 
assiduity. The Duppa volume was a publication of the Record Society, in whose affairs Sir Gyles 
took an increasing interest after his return to the county after the war, becoming its President in 
1965. For a time also he edited its journal, Northamptonshire Past and Present, a task which meant 
reading many articles in manuscript and not seldom suggesting improvements to their style. He 
greatly assisted other authors too, and, because of his interest in medical and mental care, encour
aged Dr. Waddy to complete his History of the General Hospital. Sir Gyles frequently played 
host _at the Society's general meetings, entertaining the eminent men and women who often gave 
the addresses on these occasions. 

But Sir Gyles did not confine his interests to the Record Society for he was also, in recent 
years, greatly concerned to reanimate the Northamptonshire Antiquarian Society and improve 
the quality and relevance of the articles in its transactions. Being such an excellent writer himself 
it was quite proper that some of his articles should appear in this place, the latest number just 
issued containing three in addition to an obituary of the late Earl Spencer. These articles are 
indeed witness to Sir Gyles's passion for the buildings of the county. Others he described in 
separate booklets such as those about Clipston School and Lamport Church and, had he lived, 
we should have had a splendid edition of the drawings commissioned by John Bridges ,as illus
trations to his history of the county. Sir Gyles was keenly concerned, too, with the second edition 
of Pevsner's Northamptonshire volume in the Buildings of England series. These are books and 
articles, but Sir Gyles was also Chief Correspondent for Ancient Monuments in the county and 
closely involved where any historically important building was to be altered or in need of restor
ation or defence, Welling borough Tithe Barn for instance. Indeed, there can hardly be a structure 
in the county of whose merit he had not formed a sound judgement and, like Earl Spencer, he 
was concerned that the county should not lose its heritage by default, taking endless trouble to 
inform himself of the situation in each case. He had vast correspondence on these matters. 

Another subject upon which he was exceptionally well informed was that of portraits of 
county personalities. Others must assess the support he gave to local galleries and exhibitions by 
local artists. He could always be called upon to provide excellent historical notes to the catalogues. 
A Deputy Lieutenant, he gave a home at Lamport Hall to the Yeomanry Museum, but the Hall 
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also contained a remarkable library built up in the 17th and 18th centuries over the whole range 
of whose contents he acquired a deep knowledge, particularly in recent years during its recata
loguing. It was always a matter of great regret to him that his predecessor, Sir Charles, had sold 
a number of the rarest Tudor and Jacobean literary volumes, a Venus and Adonis of 1599 amongst 
them, apposite as they would have been to his early career as a Shakespearean actor. 

Anyone interested in the arts in general and especially in history must regret the premature 
loss of Sir Gyles !sham who was such a preeminent master in this field, and being on the spot 
was so valuable a member of the community of the county of his birth. 

P. I. KING. 

GYLES ISHAM 
These words were spoken at his Requiem Mass in the Cathedral, Northampton, 

on February 28th, 1976, by Robert Speaight 

MANY of us gathered here this morning were Gyles' neighbours; most of us were his friends; 
and of these I was certainly among the oldest. So you will forgive me if these few words have a 
personal accent. My thoughts go back more than fifty years to an evening in December, 1922 
when I met Gyles for the first time. I was sitting for an Oxford scholarship, and Gyles had just 
come up from Rugby with a demyship in history at Magdalen. A friend invited us to dinner in 
the rooms of the Oxford University Dramatic Society, which was to occupy so much of our time 
and thought during the next three years. Whether it were as Hamlet, Hotspur, or Hector in the 
Rhesus of Euripides, played in Greek, Gyles seemed more effortlessly professional than any 
amateur had a right to be, aided as he was by a superb physique, and what I can only describe 
as the good looks of a Viking, new landed on a heaven-kissing shore. His Hamlet was in the line 
of Forbes-Robertson rather than of Irving; romantic rather than tragic; heroic, and never 
hysterical; likeable, indeed lovable, always; satisfying to the eye and ear; innocent of vulgarity 
or excess; thoughtful without morbidity; and young. I particularly remember him in the small 
part of Mercade from Love's Labour's Lost, and the great sweeping bow with which he brought to 
the Princess of France the news of her father's death; and again as the disenchanted clown from 
Chekov's The Swan Song. Rugbeians will recall his John Anthony in Galsworthy's Strife. But in 
spite of his fame as an actor, which spread far beyond the limits of Oxford, Gyles was essentially 
an all-rounder, President of the Union, President of the new Reform Club, and Editor of the Isis, 
as well as President of the O.U.D.S., and going down after four years with a good degree in 
history. It seemed that he only had to choose between several careers, any one of which he might 
be counted on to adorn. 

In the event, he chose the theatre; or more exactly, perhaps, the theatre chose him. He 
certainly found it rewarding to play many of the great Shakespearean parts at Stratford or the 
Old Vie, but all the time another vocation was calling him to perform on a different stage. He 
could not forget that he inherited, especially from his mother's side of the family, a long tradition 
of public service; and ancestral voices, as they spoke to him from the portraits at Lam port, meant 
a very great deal to him. So did Lamport itself, which he liked wistfully to re-visit while it was 
still let between the two wars. I used to accompany him very often on these expeditions, and it 
was easy to see that his heart was in Northamptonshire-in its past, no less than its present and 
its future. The second World War cut his life in two, and happily preserved it. He had already 
joined up in the London Irish Rifles, and I remember him as a sergeant guarding bridges in the 
south-western suburbs of London. Later he was commissioned into the 60th Rifles and served 
with General Gott, in whom he found a kindred spirit, in the Western Desert, and then he was 
appointed to the staff of the Eighth Army when it was formed in 1941. He was demobilised with 
the rank of Lieut-Colonel in 1946. He had thoroughly enjoyed soldiering, for Gyles had the 
genius of enjoyment, and his enjoyments were infectious. He threw himself into whatever part 
he was playing, and on whatever stage. 

When his father died and he came into his inheritance, his whole life had an exemplary 
value. He seemed, in many respects, the archetypal Englishman at a time when the English were 
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looking at their traditions with a questioning and a critical eye. He positively clutched at responsi
bility. Here, in Northamptonshire, he did what was expected of him-and more than might have 
been expected of him-with the zest of one who knows that he is fulfilling a personal destiny. 
Speaking as an outsider, I can assure you that he also got a great deal of quiet fun out of North
amptonshire. Yet he never allowed himself to be swamped by public work. He read and travelled 
widely; restored Lamport to an elegance it had forgotten, ·or perhaps had never known; lived 
there himself for many years; and secured that it should remain a permanent witness to his own 
taste and erudition. Yet we must not confine him to Northamptonshire. The presence here this 
morning of the Knights of Malta reminds us of the diligent part he took in the activities of the 
Sovereign Order. Nor must we forget his work as a Trustee of the National Portrait Gallery. 

But Gyles was essentially a private person, for all the publicity of his setting. One's con
versation, after fifty years of intimacy, tended to become a repertoire of private jokes-and private 
jokes, as we all know, are generally the best. His humour was lively, and idiosyncratic; and exempt 
from the least taint of malice. He found it natural to like people. When I recall the adulation 
that surrounded him as an undergraduate, I feel humbled by his humility. He was as rich in 
natural virtues as he was rich in natural talents, and these were strengthened by his deep, un
obtrusive piety. Genius has been defined as an infinite capacity for taking pains about what one 
is doing for oneself; goodness can be defined as an infinite capacity for taking pains about what 
one does for other people. To Gyles' thoughtfulness and kindness of heart there was no limit. 

No easy consolation is to be found in his passing, so suddenly and with all his vitality 
undiminished. The Romans had a word which expresses the poignancy of our loss better than 
any English equivalent-a word whose very music has the keening of a lament-and that word 
is desiderium. It means the person or the thing that we shall miss. What we shall miss in Gyles 
!sham was put to me the other day in a heart-broken letter from a Rugbeian, a contemporary of 
his. He wrote of him as 'a noble, gentle creature (in all modern and Shakespearean senses) in 
whom kindness, erudition, intelligence and sensibility' were combined in a peculiarly English 
way. No man of my acquaintance more strongly illustrated what Orlando saluted in Old Adam; 
'the constant service of the antique world'. 

It is for this that we give thanks as we remember him before the altar of the Lord. 

THE HYMN-BOARD 

If we could visit a familiar church as it was eighty to a hundred years ago, we should 
probably think it sparsely furnished compared with its present condition. Many items of eccle
siastical utility, which we take utterly for granted, would not then be in evidence. Hence the 
interest of this extract from the Northampton Evening Mail of 15 March 1880, which was written 
by a visitor to evening service at St. Edmund's Church, Northampton:-

"There is a very convenient arrangement for intimating the numbers of the hymns 
to be sung-an arrangement I never have noticed before in our town churches. The 
numbers were placed in a frame, hung in a conspicuous position, where they could easily 
be seen by the bulk of the congregation." 

If the visitor had not noticed such a board elsewhere in Northampton, it is unlikely that he 
would have found one in any of the country churches locally. 

To judge from another of his remarks about St. Edmund's, the hymn-book in use there 
in 1880 was Hymns Ancient & Modern. The first edition of this stalwart was published in 1861, 
followed by an appendix in 1868, and a second edition in 1875. 

The Vicar of St. Edmund's in 1880 was the Rev. N. T. Hughes (1870-92; Vicar of Hard
ingstone, 1892-1913; Hon. Canon of Peterborough, 1883.), an able and extremely hard-working 
parish priest. 

V.A.H. 
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