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THREE LOST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HOUSES AND THEIR OWNERS 

OF the more substantial country houses in the southern tip of the county, near Banbury, three 
at least became ruinous or even disappeared in the 18th or early 19th centuries. These were 
Greatworth, Steane and Warkworth. In fact, a good deal of interest can· still be discovered about 
them and their owners, and some remains of two of them are incorporated in more recent houses. 

The first, Greatworth Manor, was, on Christmas Eve 1793 "destroyed by an accidental 
fire, which burnt with such amazing rapidity that, in a few hours, only the bare walls were left 
standing. Some of the offices are remaining, and the site of the mansion is now partly occupied 
by a farm house."1 The present house, the home of Major and Mrs. Peter Towers-Clark, does 
indeed incorporate some pleasant panelled rooms which clearly survived from the earlier house. 

The second, Steane, was in 1753 described by Horace Walpole as the "remains of the 
mansion-house, but quite in ruins'? and he remarks "Mr. [Sanderson] Miller told me at Stowe 
that the chimney-piece (I think from Steane) was he believed at Banbury, but he did not know 
exactly."3 Baker records that "it was deserted, and taken down between 1740 and 1750, except 
the kitchen and part of the inferior offices, which are converted into a commodious farm house. " 4 

Here too the present, largely Victorian, house, must incorporate part of the older house. Moreover 
the chapel, built in 1620, and the 17th century stables, much altered, still survive. The chapel is 
beautifully maintained by the present owner, Captain F. T. Norris, whose family were responsible 
for much of the rebuilding. 

Only Warkworth Castle has entirely disappeared, the only remains being a few irregularities 
in the fields near the isolated church. It was dismantled and the materials sold in 1806. 

What adds interest to these forgotten houses is the survival of pictures of all three; whilst 
several of their owners or occupants are also worthy of recall. 

GREATWORTH (plate 1). 

The only known picture of Greatworth Manor is in the Eayre-Tillemans collection of 
topographical drawings in the British Museum, and is dated 11 July 1721.5 It shows a square 
and uncompromising three-storey main block, surmounted by a balustrade, with, on the right, 
what may be part of an earlier house. The pillared gateway, surmounted by pineapples, still 
survives, as do the stables on the left, in a much-altered form. As can be seen from the picture, 
the house is at the crown of a hill, and commands a wide view. 

The house was rebuilt in this form in the early years of the 18th century by Charles Howe 
(1661-1742). He had married Eleanor, the daughter and heiress of Sir William Pargiter (d.1678), 
whose family had possessed Greatworth for two centuries. Charles Howe was the third son of 
John Grubham Howe of Langar, Notts., and was born in Gloucestershire. One of his brothers 
married Ruperta, the illegitimate daughter of Prince Rupert. Before his marriage he had had the 

1 George Baker, History and Antiquities of the 
County of Northampton, vol. 1 (1822-30) (hereafter 
cited as Baker), 509. 

2 W. S. Lewis,ed.,Horace Walpole'sCorrespondence 
(Yale edition), vol. 35, with John Chute (1974), 4 
August 1753. Apart from this one letter, quotations 
are from letters between Walpole and George 
Montagu, see below. 

3 W. S. Lewis and Ralph S. Brown, jr., eds., 

Horace Walpole's Correspondence (Yale edition) vols. 
9 and 10, with George Montagu, i and ii (1941), 
16 August 1753. Apart from the letter to Chute, 
above, all quotations are from the Montagu corres
pondence, and as this is in strictly chronological 
order, references are to dates in preference to page 
numbers. 

4 Baker, 686. 
5 B.M. Additional MS. 32467, f.125. 



312 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

PLATE 1. 'GRETWORTH, THE HOUSE OF CHARLES HOWE ESQR. TAKEN 11 }ULY 1721'. 
The picture of Greatworth Manor in the Eayre-Tillemans collection, B. M. Additional MS. 32467, f.125 

(reproduced by kind permission of the trustees of the British Library). 

opportunity of serving J ames II as ambassador and at court, but had declined. His wife died in 
1696, after which Howe "lived in seclusion in the country, s:hiefly devoting himself to meditation", 
though evidently finding time to rebuild his house. The fruit of this reflection was Devout Medita
tions; or a Collection of Thoughts upon Religious and Philosophical Subjects, writings intended only 
for his own use, but published posthumously by his grand-daughter Leonora and her husband, 
and going through five editions (plate 2). Leonora Bathurst had lived with her grandfather until 
his death in February 1741/2, erected a monument to him, and presumably continued at Great
worth until her marriage there in 1744 to George Macaulay, M. D. The first edition of the book, 
published in 1751, was ascribed to "a Person of Honour", but subsequent editions admitted 
Charles Howe's authorship. 6 Meanwhile the estate itself was sold in 1751 to William Higginson. 
After Leonora's marriage in 1744 it is possible that her sister Frances continued to live there for 
a few years, but otherwise it seems probable that the house was never again lived in by its owners 
for any sustained time. 

Of William Higginson, described in 1756, at his son's university matriculation, and again 
in 1764, as of St. Giles, Holborn, nothing further is known except that he died in 1775.7 In May 
1753 the house was leased to George Montagu (1713-1780) (plate 3), the friend ofHorace Walpole. 
He had been M.P. for Northampton, and during his tenancy of Greatworth (from 1753 to 1768) 
he acted, in 1761, as Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod in Ireland in the Vice-Royalty of his cousin 
Lord Halifax; and later held the sinecure post of Secretary to Lord North (another cousin) when 
Chancellor of the Exchequer from 1767.8 

From his correspondence with Horace Walpole (both sides of which survive and have 

6 Charles Howe, Devout Meditations; or a Collec
tion of Thoughts upon Religious and Philosophical 
Subjects. The first edition, of 1751, and subsequent 
editions, edited by George Macaulay, are all in the 
Bodleian Library. All editions include a rather 

imprecise biographical notice, on which the accounts 
ofHowe's-life in Baker and the Dictionary of National 
Biography are based. 

7 Foster, Alumni Oxon., William Higginson. 
8 Walpole/Montagu Corres. introduction. 
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been published) a little can be learnt about Greatworth and its tenant. Montagu was a man of 
adequate but not ample means, with at least one brother and sister to support. He clearly enjoyed 
playing the role of the squire, and he was later to write "I am contriving not to use or want so 

D£VO U1' 

ME DI TATIO_.,NS: 

PLATE 2. FRONTISPIECE AND TITLE PAGE OF 
Devout Meditations . .. BY CHARLES HowE. 

4th edition, a book that was written at Greatworth 
Manor. 

much as I have had, and purpose, when I quit 
this great house (and a great house has always 
been niy passion) to reduce my habitation, my 
people and my way of living ... " 9 On his first 
visit to Greatworth, in late July 1753, Walpole 
commented "There is an extensive view, which 
is called pretty: but Northamptonshire is no 
county to please me. What entertained me was, 
that he who in London was grown an absolute 
recluse, is over head and ears in neighbours, and 
as popular as if he intended to stand for the 
county, instead of having given up the town."10 

In 1755 Montagu's sister died and he 
considered leaving, for "my own house will not 
be fit for me to live in and never can be more 
agreeable to me. But I cannot conveniently leave 
it as I have a lease and my goods and family 
settled there, but shall be absent from it as 
much as possible." But by July 1759 he was 
reconciled: "In my high house I have had no 
cause to complain of the charming sun and blue 
sky that we have had hot and hot [a street cry] 

for such a length of time. I fancy your dusty roads will make me wish for my clays." He was 
considering redecoration: "I am somewhat minded to hang my best room that I am to have new 
sashed hung white, plain blue payer, to hang all my Cu-doms in [his family pictures]." The 
following May he was asking Walpole (who as an M.P. enjoyed free postage) to send a letter: 
"it is to my landlord about my workmen here. I believe you will be pleased when you see my 
alterations; not that the curtain will draw up till July." Later he writes: "I am sure you would 
be really charmed with my new apartments; 'tis blue and all blue; all my best matters are got 
together and make a pretty decoration I will assure. " 11 

Gardening interested him: in May 1762: "We have a hot sun and cold wind and nothing 
grows. One is tempted out and passes through such vicissitudes of climate in going round the 
garden that at last one is confined to one's room"; but a year later, in April1763: "My Greatworth 
begins to put on its pretty looks, and I amuse myself with washing its face and powdering its 
hair, and I hope for a country lass you will not find her quite inelegant." In June he writes "I 
cannot prevail on my flowers to stay in their buds till you come; but verdure and no dust you are 
sure of in Northamptonshire, and truly a most hearty welcome from me." Of his departure from 
this visit Walpole wrote "It has rained perpetually till today (23 July) and made us experience the 
rich soil of Northamptonshire, which is a clay-pudding stuck full of villages."12 

With the house Montagu seemed quite satisfied, although Walpole in January 1760 had 
asked "How do you contrive to exist on your mountain in this rude season? Sure you must be 
become a snowball!" for at different times he commented "We have had cold weather but I am 
writing now with my windows up and violent zephyrs a little warmed over the fire," and "I often 
think of you in this cold weather and wish you were with me here, where I have as warm a chamber 
as any in England ... ";while in January 1764 "Last night we had such a storm that I expected 

9 Montagu to Walpole, 23 December 1764. 
10 Walpole to Chute, 4 August 1753. 
11 Montagu to Walpole, 15 August 1755, 24 July 

1759, 15 November 1759, 5 May 1760,20 July 1760. 

12 Montagu to Walpole, 17 May 1762, 17 April 
1763,23 June 1763. Walpole to Montagu, 23 July 
1763. 
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every moment it would have tumbled down even the strength of my three-foot walls but it has 
taken ample revenge upon my trees and garden and _is still ragin~ . . . " But aH was not p~~ect, 
for when eventually in 1768 he moved to Adderbury m Oxfordshire, he wrote I am surpnsmgly 
better here than at Greatworth, as that house was damp . . . " 13 

After Montagu's departure, it is not clear if anyone lived at Greatworth. William Higginson 
died in 1775 and was succeeded by his son, the Rev. William Higginson. In 1783 he was described 
as of Corsham, and he was for many years Rector of Rowde, both in Wiltshire, so it seems likely 
that he too did not live at Greatworth. His 
soil, William Montagu Higginson, was born 
about 1767, attended Merton College, Oxford, 
where he took his B.A. in 1789, and migrated 
to Corpus Christi, Cambridge, for his M.A. in 
1795. Meanwhile, in 1792, he had become 
Rector of Greatworth, and also Rector of 
Widford-a tiny enclave of Gloucestershire 
near Burford-both of which livings he held, 
together with a brief spell, in 1795, at Alvescot, 
Oxon., until his early death in 1808. His father, 
William Higginson, who survived him, then 
instituted himself as Rector of Greatworth, 
which he remained until his death at the age 
of 80 on 13 April 1816. This succession of son 
by father has misled H. I. Longden, who in 
his Northamptonshire and Rut land Clergy 
ascribes the father's university career to the 
son.14 

Only a year after William Montagu 
Higginson had become Rector of Greatworth 
the house was destroyed by fire. One William 
Cherry, who was living in the village at the 
time, recollected that it could be seen forty 
miles away, as the beams of the house were 
"pitch". Whether the Rector had lived in the 
house until then is not known. That the early 
parish registers and other records perished in 

PLATE 3. GEORGE MONTAGU, THE FRIEND OF 
HORACE W ALPOLE, who lived at Greatworth Manor 

from 1753 to 1768. 
An engraving of the portrait by Eckardt originally 

at Strawberry Hill. 

the flames may be of some significance-though apparently the activities of the Culworth 
Gang around this time made it normal for anything of value to be kept as securely as possible, 
and not left in isolated houses or churches.15 After the fire, and with such plurality-prone 
clerical proprietors, it seems probable that the Higginsons can rarely have been present in the 
parish. However it is interesting to find that one of the two surviving drawings of nearby Wark
worth Castle, illustrated arid discussed below, is by, "The Reverend W. Higginson", though 
whether father or son cannot be told. 

STEANE (plate 4) 

Early in the 18th century Nathaniel, third Baron Crewe and Lord Bishop of Durham, 
commissioned a topographical artist to paint a set of views of his various houses, which, in addition 
to those of Auckland Castle and Durham Castle, his official seats as Bishop, included his family 
home of Steane, between Banbury and Brackley. The picture still hangs in Durham Castle (now 

13 Walpole to Montagu, 14 January 1760. Montagu 
to Walpole, 6 April1761,? January 1763, 14 January 
1764, 12 November 1768. 

14 Foster, Alumni Oxon., and Venn, Alumni Can
tab., William Montagu Higginson. William Higgin-

son, his father, had married Elizabeth daughter of 
James Montagu of Lackham, Wilts., in 1764, but 
there is no known relationship to Walpole's friend. 

15 Information from Mrs. P. Towers-Clark of 
Greatworth Manor. 



/ 
THREE LOST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HOUSES AND THEIR OWNERS 315 

PLATE 4. STEANE IN THE EARLY 18TH CENTURY. 
An oil painting done for Nathaniel Lord Crewe, Bishop of Durham, now in the anteroom to the Senior 
Common Room at University College, Durham (Durham Castle, formerly the seat of the Bishop) reproduced 
by kind permission of the Master. The chapel on the left and the stables on the right still survive, but the 
main house was largely demolished in the mid-18th century and rebuilt on a somewhat similar plan in the 

19th century. 

University College, Durham) though most of the house it portrays disappeared within a few 
decades (plate 4). Across a sheet of water on which float a small rowing boat and three swans, 
there is a walled garden, with behind it the main house. Baker describes it as "a large quadrangular 
building with a ballustraded gallery round the inner area". From the picture it appears that the 
garden side of this quadrangle was little more than an arcade, with ornate windows showing 
behind from its other side, and pointed 'gothic' windows flanking the wings on either side, them
selves flanked by small towers. Two further gables can be seen on the right. The stable building 
to the right again and forward still survives, and the positions of the windows shown in the picture 
can still be.seen. The chapel, on the extreme left, remains unchanged, but the small house glimpsed 
behind it has disappeared. Confusingly the present house was built in parts to a similar plan, and 
so can give the impression of incorporating part of the older building, which is not generally the 
case. There are still extensive fish ponds which must be remains of the lake in the picture.16 

The house was probably erected by Sir Reginald Bray in the reign of Henry VII.17 Three 
generations later Sir Thomas Crewe (c.1565-1633/4) married Temperance Bray, a co-heiress of 
the estate, whose sisters her husband bought out (plate 5). One time M.P. for Northampton, Sir 
Thomas Crewe was Speaker of the House of Commons under James I and Charles I, 1623-25.18 

' His son John (1598-1679) variously represented Brackley, Banbury and the county of North
ampton in the House of Commons (plate 6). Having judiciously supported the Parliamentarians 
during the Civil Wars, he contrived to be one of the party to invite Charles II to return (even 
Clarendon describes him as a man of the· greatest moderation) and was duly rewarded by being 
created Baron Crewe of Steane in 1661. He is frequently referred to by Pepys who seems to have 
entertained a very high regard for him. He married, in 1623, J emima daughter of Edward 

16 The picture was first reproduced in C. E. 
Whiting, Nathaniel Lord Crewe, Bishop of Durham 
(1674-1721) and his Diocese, S.P.C.K. for the Church 
Historical Society, 1940. There is a similar view in 
the Eayre-Tillemans collection, B.M. Additional MS. 
32467. At Steane itself there are several wash draw-

ings or sketches based on the Durham Castle picture, 
though with various architectural features empha
sised rather misleadingly. 

17 Baker, 686. 
18 D.N.B. xiii, Sir Thomas Crew. The final 'e' is 

omitted in D.N.B. and the Complete Peerage. 
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PLATE 5. SIR THOMAS CREWE (1565-1634), 
SPEAKER OF THE HousE OF CoMMoNs. 
A portrait from the Speaker's House. 

(Ministry of the Environment). 

PLATE 6. }OHN, 1ST BARON CREWE (1598-1679). 
A water colour copy of the original portrait, in the 

Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 

PLATE 7. THOMAS, 2ND BARON CREWE (1624-1697), 
by Kneller (reproduced by kind permission). 

Waldegrave, but apparently their married life 
was unhappy: "there was no great contentment 
between them" and Pepys refers to her dis
paragingly (17 January 1665) as "The same 
weake silly lady as ever, asking such saintly 
questions."19 The first Baron was succeeded by 
his eldest son Thomas ( c.1624-1697), who also 
was earlier M.P. first for the county and then 
for Brackley (plate 7). He was survived only by 
his daughters, one of whom, Armine, married 
the neighbouring squire Thomas Cartwright of 
Aynho. 20 

The barony accordingly passed to his 
eldest surviving brother, Nathaniel Bishop of 
Durham (1633-1721)-who thus created history 
by being "the first individual who united the 
dignities of a spiritual and temporal peer" (plate 
8). Like his father, though less successfully, he 
was a 'trimmer', and was patronised by the 
Duke of York, later J ames Il. By the time of 
the Glorious Revolution he had made himself so 
unpopular that he was even excepted from the 
general amnesty on the accession of William 
and Mary; however he was eventually able to 

19 D.N.B. xiii, 78-9, John Crew; G.E.C., Complete 
Peerage, iii, 533, note f. 

20 ibid., 533-4; Baker, 685. 
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PLATE 8. NATHANIEL, 3RD BARON CREWE 
AND BISHOP OF DURHAM (1633-1721). 

PLATE 9. DOROTHY (FORSTER), WIFE OF 
NATHANIEL LORD CREWE. 

From the portrait at Durham reproduced in 
C. E. Whiting's biogra,phy of the bishop. 

make his peace with the new government and was restored to his bishopric, though shorn of 
many of his powers. Wood castigated him as "a vain Prelate, subservient to the men and religion 
of those times" and Horace Walpole dismissed him as "as abject a tool as possible". He is said 
to have purchased the See of Durham from Nell Gwynne. Ironically his name is preserved, 
through judicious testamentary legacies, in the Crewian Oration at Oxford University. After the 
death of his first wife, Penelope daughter of Sir Philip Frowde, he remarried, a lady forty 
years his junior, Dorothy daughter of Sir William Forster (plate 9). She nevertheless predeceased 
him, having in the Jacobite rebellion of 1715 a nephew, Thomas Forster, M.P., a general in 
the rebel army at Preston, "the concern and agitation of mind which my Lady Crewe had for 
fear the messenger should take him up, killed her, for she fell into convulsions and died in four 
days." 21 

On the death of the Bishop the barony became extinct for lack of heirs male. The last 
occupants of the house were one of the second baron's daughters, J emima ( d.1728) and her 
husband, Henry Grey, 11th Earl of Kent, created in 1706 Marquess and in 1710 Duke of Kent 
(plate 10). He seems to have been true to the tradition of his wife's family, for Lord Hervey, 
in his Memoirs describes him as being "a yes and no hireling to the Court for 40 years, and took 
it into his head at threescore to turn patriot". He had achieved his honours as a Tory, but had 
turned Whig shortly before the death of Queen Anne. Dean Swift considered him "a good 
natured man but of very little consequence". 22 The Duke occasionally resided at Steane, but 
after the death of his wife the estate became vested in four coheiresses, and was eventually, in 
17 44, disposed of to Sarah, Duchess of Mar! borough, who had no use for the house and allowed 
its decay or demolition. 23 

21 ibid., 534, quoting Wood, Walpole and Lady 
Cowper's Diary; D.N.B., xiii, 79-81, Nathaniel 
Crew; C. E. Whiting, op. cit., who presents the 
bishop in a much kinder light; Baker, 684. 

22 G.E.C., Complete Peerage, vii, 177-78, quoting 
Lord Hervey's Memoirs, 226, and Dean Swift. 

23 Baker, 686. 
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By the time of Walpole's visit in 1753, 
apart from ruins all there was to see was the 
"sweet little chapel built in 1620 by Sir 
Thomas Crewe . . . kept up by my Lady 
Arran, the last of her race" ;24 and appropriately 
Elizabeth Countess of Arran, fifth daughter of 
Thomas Lord Crewe, was herself buried in the 
chapel in May 1756. 

WARKWORTH (plates 11 and 12) 

Baker described the already-demolished 
Warkworth Castle as "of ashler stone, and 
occupied three sides of a quadrangle, stood on 
a healthful eminence near the church, and 
commanded an extensive view into Oxford
shire". 25 Two views of the house survive. The 
first, entitled "Warkworth Castle, Northamp
tonshire, the Seat of Fra5

• Eyre Esqr." is 
presumably late 18th century (plate 11). It is a 
crude frontal drawing, and the artist had little 
idea of how to show perspective. It shows a 
central doorway flanked by semi-circular towers 
and balanced on either side by protruding 
wings, the whole surmounted by a balustrade. 
Small trees appear to be trained up the walls, 
and a driveway curves in front of the house. 26 

The other is slightly more sophisticated
a drawing of Warkworth Castle "about 1806", 
by '"the Rev. W. Higginson" (plate 12). It shows 
the house from an angle, so the left-hand side 
is in view as well as the front described above. 
The sketch gives the impression of disrepair, 
with the rooftop balustrade partly missing, 
glassless windows and unkempt grounds. 
Doubtless it was drawn very shortly before the 
actual demolition of the house.27 

In April1659 Anthony Wood was stay
ing with his cousin John Cave, the 'intruded' 

PLATE 10. HENRY (GREY), DUKE OF KENT, 
AS LORD CHAMBERLAIN OF THE HOUSEHOLD who, with 
his wife, the daughter of Thomas, 2nd Baron Crewe, 

occasionally stayed at Steane. 
(A portrait at Wrest Park, 

Ministry of the Environment). 

Commonwealth parson at Middleton Cheney. He describes (writing partly in the third person 
and with later annotations) how he rambled "to the antient and noble seat of Werkworth, then 
lately belonging to the Chetwoods; of whom it had then, some yeares before, ben bought by 
Philip Holman of London scrivener, who dying in 1669, aged 76, was buried in the church there. 

24 W. S. Lewis, ed., Horace Walpole's Correspond
ence (Yale edition), vol. 35, with John Chute (1974), 
4 August 1753. 

25 Baker, 741. 
26 There is an old photograph of this picture in 

Banbury Public Library, but the whereabouts of the 
original is unknown. A similar view is to be found 
in No. 7 of the Banbury Mechanics' Institute Manu
script Magazine (June 1838), drawn from memory 
by a member of the Institute, and a redrawn version 
of this was used as cover illustration to the Banbury 
Historical Society's magazine Cake and Cockhorse in 

September 1963. 
27 This was first reproduced in the Derbyshire 

Archaeological Society Journal, xxxi (1909), as an 
illustration to an article on the heraldic stained glass 
which had been removed from Warkworth, on its 
demolition in 1806, to Hassop in that county; more 
recently it was Fig. 20 in William Potts, History of 
Banbury, 1958, and Cake and Cockhorse, v, 7 (Autumn 
1973), 130, as an illustration to 'Travellers' Tales', 
pt. 1, by J. S. W. Gibson. Again the whereabouts of 
the original is unknown. 



THREE LOST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HOUSES AND THEIR OWNERS 

PLATE 11. WARKWORTH CASTLE IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY. 
From an old photograph in Banbury Public Library of a now lost drawing. 

PLATE 12. WARKWORTH CASTLE ABOUT 1806. 
From a sketch by the Rev. W. Higginson, reproduced in A History of Banbury, by William Potts, 

shortly before its demolition. 

319 

One John Lewes his kinsman conducted him thither, where wee found the eldest son and heir of 
the said Philip Holman named [George Holman] who was lately return'd from his travells, had 
changed his religion for that of Rome, and seemed then to be a melancholy and begotted convert. 
He was civil to us, and caused the church dore to ·be opened, where wee found several antient 
monuments; the chiefest of which are of the Chetwoods, which A.W. then transcrib'd with the 
armes on them. The mannour house is a stately house, the antient habitation of the Chetwoods 
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of Chetwood in Bucks.; part of which, viz. the former part, 'Yas built by the Chetwoods, the. rest 
by Philip Holman before mention' d. In the gallery of the satd house are the armes, quartermgs, 
crests and motto's of several of the nobility in England. " 28 

Philip Holman had acquired W arkworth in 1629.29 About the time-of his death a pioneer 
book, The English Gardener, was published and dedicated to him by its author Leonard Meager 
(plate 13), "I having · many years sirice had the advantage and opportunity in your Worships 
Service to study and practice the Art of 
Planting, Grafting and Gardening to which I 
was naturally inclin' d, as also being in some 
measure countenanced and assisted by your 
Worship . . . " 30 

Another visitor was the teenage Thomas 
Isham, who, when at Astrop Spa in July 1672, 
remarked "We went to the house of Mr Hol
man, who, as the poet says, 'pulls down, builds 
up, and changes square to round.' He now . 
lives in France. " 31 

George Holman (c.1631-1698) eventual
ly married Lady Anastasia Howard, daughter 
of the Roman Catholic Viscount of Stafford 
who had been one of the chief victims of the 
Popish Plot, being executed in 1680. Dryden 
celebrated their marriage: 

"United in a most auspicious hour, 
A martyr's daughter weds a confessor." 

Holman himself was briefly colonel of a newly 
raised regiment of horse before J ames II fled 
the.country, but though his brother-in-law went 
into exile, he and his wife remained in England 
and eventually retired to Warkworth. His 
younger brother John, far from sharing 
George's Catholic persuasion, inclined towards 
Presbyterianism, though conformed sufficiently 

PLATE 13. AN ILLUSTRATION FROM 
The English Gardener, by Leonard Meager, 

formerly gardener at Warkworth. Published about 
1670 and dedicated to Philip Holman of Warkworth. 

(Northamptonshire Record Office). 

to be M.P. for Banbury from 1661 to 1681, and was created a baronet in 1663. Mter George 
Holman's death in 1698, his widow "carried on a very popish house", one of the household 
being, as a boy, the future bishop Richard Challoner. After the death of their childless son 
William in 17 40, it seems probable that his widow, despite her remarriage to George Browne 
(whose father Sir Charles Browne of Kiddington, Oxon., was still living) continued living at 
Warkworth, where she died in 1744. The estate now descended (partly by purchase) to William 
Holman's elder sister Mary, who had married Thomas Eyre of Hassop, Derbys., in 1709.32 

The Eyres of Hassop were another prominent Catholic family and had many Jacobite 
connections. However Thomas Eyre's activities during the '45 do not suggest that he was directly 
involved in any way in the rebellion. He appears to have been far more prosaically settling the 

28 Andrew Clark, ed., The Life and Times of 
Anthony Wood, antiquary, of Oxford, 1632-1695, 
described by himself, Oxford Historical Society, i 
(1891), 275-77; the heraldic stained glass is described 
in great detail in Derbyshire Archaeological Society 
Journal, xxxi (1909), 191-220 and xxxii (1910), 182-
208, by A. P. Shaw. The glass was eventually 
dispersed from Hassop as recently as 1954, its loca
tion being no longer known. 

29 Baker, 739. 

30 A copy of this possibly unique book is at the 
Northamptonshire Record Office, and I am grateful 
to Mr. P. I. King for telling me of its existence. 

31 Sir Gyles !sham, Bt., ed., The Diary of Thomas 
!sham of Lamport, 1971, 133. 

32 Recusant History, ix, 1 (Jan. 1967), 38-45, and 
ix, 6 (Oct.1968), 275-82, 'The Byres of Hassop', by 
Rosamund Meredith, provides virtually all the infor
mation on the Holman and Eyre families in the 
18th century. 
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affairs of his Warkworth estate, to which he had been a regular visitor for many years before, 
during his brother-in-law's lifetime. Shortly after the Young Pretender's landing in Scotland and 
victory at Prestonpans, Eyre, on 8 October 1745, was as a papist registering his wife's Northamp
tonshire estates. It seems unlikely that he was anywhere near his Derbyshire estates when the 
rebel army reached its furthest point south at Derby that December. In the month of Culloden, 
April 17 46, he was purchasing the other moiety of the estate from his nephew. Passively doubtless 
he would have been numbered amongst those Tories who made themselves conspicuous in 
Oxfordshire by abstaining from entering into the "Association for the preservation of our happy 
constitution in Church and State" that was formed at that time, but as there was no positive 
movement of this sort in Northamptonshire there is no evidence ofthis.33 

Part of the Warkworth estate was settled on Eyre's younger son Francis, then aged 14, in 
1746. After Thomas Eyre's death in 1748/9 his widow and her unmarried daughter continued to 
live there and in London until Francis Eyre's marriage in 1755, when Mrs. Eyre waived her life 
interest in his favour. It was during this time, in the summer of 1753, that Horace Walpole, while 
staying with George Montagu at Greatworth, visited Warkworth. Writing to John Chute, who 
had been prevented from accompanying him on his tour, he says: "I forgot to tell you of a sweet 
house which Mr Montagu carried me to see, belonging to a Mr Holman [here of course he was 
out-of-date], a Catholic, and called Warkworth. The situation is pretty, the front charming, 
composed of two round and two square towers. The court within is incomplete on one side; but 
above-stairs is a vast gallery with four bow-windows and twelve other large ones, all filled with 
the arms of the old peers of England, with all their quarterings entire. You don't deserve, after 
deserting me, that I should tempt you to such a sight; but this alone is worth while to carry you 
to Greatworth. " 34 

Francis Eyre's wife, Lady Mary Radcliffe, again came from a Jacobite family. Her father, 
a younger brother of the third Earl ofDerwentwater, took part in the '15 and was executed during 
the '45. However this Jacobite past is not reflected in the life of a typically Hanoverian squire 
that Eyre seems to have led, as this letter from the early years -of his marriage shows: 

"I shall plead no other Excuse for my long Silence than the unwillingness I had to 
trouble you with a Letter when our County affords no manner of News, at least had there 
been any it would not have been left me to insert as Lady Mary would have been beforehand 
with me when she wrote to Miss Clifton. Inclos'd you'll find the Catalogue of flowers wh. 
I shou' d have sent before had it been necessary for your Garden-I dare answer you may 
purchase of Mr. Kennedy Nursery-Man at Hammersmith the whole (wh. will supply you 
for Ever) for less than two guineas & there is not an annual that is not rais'd with the 
greatest Ease. If they answer your Expectation & you can read my Gardeners fist I'm 
Happy-Mr. Wattkins as well as your humble servant are much obliged to you for your 
recommendation. I've spent near £50 with him of wh. the following-an Air Pump much 
larger than yours, Electrical Machine, Solor Microscope, refracting Telescope with many 
more odd things & all the apparatus thereof included. 

What sport have you had in Hunting this season? As to Shooting I need not Enquire . . . 
Our Sport has been much interupted by frost & tho' now it seems to thaw yet I shall be 
depriv'd of partaking of it by the Approaching Holydays. I must beg leave to put you in 
mind of the promise you was so good to make me of taking a Hunt at Warkworth this 
Season ... 

I've been with Lady M. to the Guilford Family to make a grave visit & ~hat with cold, 
formality and bad road am half dead so must beg leave to remain my Dr Mr Caryll's 
obedient & obliged Friend & humble servant 
Warkworth Dec. 20 '59. Fra. Eyre". 

The Earl of Guilford, the father of the future prime minister Lord North, lived at W roxton Ab bey, 
a mile or two the other side of Banbury. 

33 Ibid. 34 As note 24. 
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Eyre's father's legacy to him of all his printed books is borne out in his later scholarly 
pursuits. He engaged in polite controversy with the Rev. Ralph Churton, Rector of the neigh
bouring Middleton Cheney, in defence of the Roman Catholic religion, and elsewhere commented 
hopefully on the "happy decline of hostility" between Anglicans and Roman Catholics in his own 
days. He seems to have been more interested in his gardens than in business or the administration 
of his estates. A letter to his solicitor finds him hoping "this is the last enclosure I shall be engaged 
in" and in 1802 his youngest son Charles reports that his father's "fine agent Mr Aplin has 
absconded ... and has left a wife and 9 children at Banbury." Lady Mary died in 1798 and shortly 
afterwards he married Sarah, sister ofRobert Hernon of the firm ofHernon, Langton and Harvey, 
druggists of 4/5 Giltspur Street, Smithfield-a long established Roman Catholic business. Francis 
Eyre himself died on 7 October 1804.35 

Throughout the 18th century the Holmans and the Eyres after them had maintained a 
Roman Catholic chaplaincy at Warkworth. In 1753, Mr. King alias Green, later President of 
Douai, became chaplain there, and in 1754 Bishop Stonor wrote: "I should have heard from you 
since your arrival at Warkworth, that you were content with the place and in good heart to perform 
the obligation of it. 'Tho indeed I can little doubt it as one of the best, I may say the very best, 
independent place in my District, both for the income £33 10s. and convenience."36 More than 
a century later Mr. Henry A. Rye, of Bakewell, wrote: "As a boy I knew Warkworth well .. . 
Warkworth was to Banbury the same as Hassop was to Bakewell-the only church for the Roman 
Catholics. Mter the destruction of Warkworth House the Roman church was built in Banbury. 
There was a high raised causeway, flagged, it was said, by the Roman Catholics, along Warkworth 
Lane to enable them to go to mass when the floods were out." 37 · 

Francis Eyre's son's first business on inheriting his father's estates was to sell Warkworth 
-he for many years had lived at Hassop. It was advertised as a "very valuable and eligible freehold 
manor estate", the annual value being £2,016 10s.38 The effects including the Holman portraits 
and the heraldic stained glass were all removed to Hassop, and Warkworth Castle was subse
quently completely demolished. 

J. S. W. GIBSON. 
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Some of tile Tr11des 1111d Tr11der Mem/Jers of 
·THE NORTHAMPTON CHAMBER OF TRADE 

BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS 
W . Mark & Co. 

'Phone 

(Established 1745) - - 27 The Drapery - 39400 

BUILDING SOCIETIES 
Anglia Building Society - 85 Abington Street 34800 

CONFECTIONERS 
J. Lawrence & Co. - - 35 St. Giles Street 37939 

DEPARTMENTAL STORES 
Northampton Co-operative 

Society Ltd. - - 64 Abington Street 34866 

FABRICS 
Phillips's Fabrics 

Curtain Fabrics - - 20-22 Abington Sq. J 37446 
Dress Fabrics - - 27 York Road - l_ J7 

FIREPLACE SHOWROOMS AND 
TILE CENTRE 

A. Bell & Co. Ltd. 

FLORISTS 
Jack Haddon Ltd. -

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Kingsthorpe Works 22821 

51 St. Giles Street 31368 
33024 

Telex 311078 

Ann Bonham & Son -· - 71 St. Giles Street 34368/9 

HOUSE FURNISHERS 
Jeffery Sons & Co. Ltd . - 33-39 Gold Street- 39351 
A. V'fatts & Sons Ltd. - 80 Abington Street 38212 

' Phone 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT & TYPEWRITERS 
Bransons (Northants) - 34 St. Gi/es Street 36708 

PRINTERS 
Guildhall Press 

(Northampton) Ltd . 
J. Stevenson Holt Ltd . -
Xpres Printers Ltd . -

I Quarry Park Close, 
Mou/ton Park 491225/6 

/52 Balmoral Road 36747 
Norman-D-Gate - 38703 
(Bell's Yard) 
Bedford Road 

RADIO & TELEVISION 
County Rad io Co. - - 22-24 St. Leonards Rd.61946 

{
61201 F. A. Goode Ltd . - . - - 5 Towcester Road 62140 

SHOE RETAILERS 
W . H. Bonham 

30 Kingsley Park Ter. 715247 
73b Harborough Rd. 714895 
Service Department 62591 

(Established 1856) - - 33 St. Gi/es Street 36147 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS (36258 
Wiggins & Co. Ltd . - - 6 Abington Street ~ 36259 

WATCHMAKERS & JEWELLERS l 36766 

E. Brugger - - - - - 8 Abington Square 34367 
A. E. Prouse & Son - - 64 St. Giles Street 39484 

CREATIVE· PRINTERS LTD 

Designers, Colour Printers 
Manufacturers 

packaging for 
of ·products ··· 

of up·to·date 

a wide 
maybe 

range 
yours! 

We specialize in every form of printed and folded box 

DENINGTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE WELLINGBOROUGH 
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W. T~ COX & CO. LTD. 
Stone Masons for 76 years and still Leaders in Home Improvements 

* FIREPLACES IN ONYX, MARBLE, 
SLATE AND STONE 

* FIRE SURROUNDS in Pine, Teak and 
Mahogany 

* DOG GRATES: Fire Tiles, Canopies 
and Wrought Iron 

* FLOOR AND WALL TILES. Fabulous 
Selection 

* KITCHEN UNITS, COOKERS AND 
HOODS 

* GARDEN ORNAMENTS, Paving and 
Walling 

* GAS, ELECTRIC AND SOLID FUEL 
FIRES at Discount Prices 

* GIFTS IN ONYX, Lighters, Clocks 
Lamps Tables, etc . 

VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOMS-OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK 

ST. PETER·s AVENUE, KETTERING. Telephone 2113 

Probably the best lager in the world. 
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ANNE BRADSTREET, THE FIRST AMERICAN POETESS, AND 

HER FATHER, GOVERNOR THOMAS DUDLEY* 

I 

IT is the purpose of this review-article to report on Elizabeth Wade White's new and very welcome 
biography Anne Bradstreet: "The Tenth Muse", published in 1971 by the New York branch of 
Oxford University Press (pp. vii, 410; £5.75) and to supplement Miss White's account of the 
Northamptonshire background of "the first American poetess" by some new material, mainly on 
the early career of Anne's father, Thomas Dudley. The growth of American Studies in general 
and of studies of the Colonial period in particular have produced an increasing interest in this 
remarkable woman.1 One need not go so far as Miss White, who calls her "the founder of American 
literature"; a national literature is never founded by one person alone. Among a host of early 
New England versifiers, however, Mistress Bradstreet and the Reverend Edward Taylor (who 
was born about 1642 at Sketchley in Leicestershire and whose Preparatory Meditations remained 
unpublished until 1938) stand out, because they employ the medium of poetry for their emotional 
needs and religious aspirations out of inner necessity and with conscious reflection. At the same 
time it has to be admitted that Anne Bradstreet, in spite of her intellectual breadth and deep 
emotional involvement is, artistically, never a great or very good poet. To quote Douglas Bush on 
Edward Benlowes, she is rather "every other inch a poet". Even her best short lyrics have some 
flaw of diction or poetic judgement. On this point Miss White, who writes with understandable 
sympathy for her subject, does not perhaps always show due critical severity. 

If Anne's poetry is not of the first quality, her writings are nevertheless important in 
revealing a fascinating and complex personality against the background of an interesting transi
tional period in English and early American history. The main points of interest may be briefly 
summarized together with the main dates and facts of her life. She was born about 1613 as Anne 
Dudley, daughter of Thomas Dudley of Yardley Hastings and Dorothy Yorke of Hardingstone, 
Northamptonshire. Thomas Dudley was clerk to the eminent judge Sir Augustine Nicolls of 
Faxton, and later steward to the Earl of Lincoln at Sempringham and Boston in Lincolnshire. 
When she was about 16, Anne married Simon Bradstreet, a Cambridge graduate and her father's 
assistant in the service of the Earl of Lincoln. The Earl was by now one of the chief opponents 
of Charles I's policy of forced loans and he, his servants and the Puritan ministers they-favoured, 
suffered increasing harassment by the authorities. In 1630 Anne's family belonged, with John 
Winthrop, Isaac Johnson and his wife, the Lady Arbella (sister of the Earl of Lincoln), to the 
leading group of the Puritans who emigrated to the new Massachusetts Bay Colony. Dudley had 
been elected deputy-governor under Winthrop, and both men held high office in the colony 
throughout their lives. 

At first the young English gentlewoman rebelled against the unexpected primitiveness and 
harshness of the new life. In her prose memoir she confesses: "I . . . came into this country, 
where I found a new world and new manners, at which my heart rose. But after I was convinced 
it was the way of God, I submitted to it and joined the church at Boston" (White, p.115). Several 

*I would like to thank the German Research Council, Bad Godesberg, and Clare Hall, Cambridge, for a 
Visiting Fellowship in 1972 when part of the research for this article was done. 

1 There are earlier Lives by Helen Campbell 
(Boston, 1891) and Josephine K. Piercy (New York, 
1965) and a new scholarly edition by Jeannine 
Hensley (Cambridge, Mass., 1967). The poems are 

represented in anthologies of American verse, e.g. 
Seventeenth-Century American Poetry, ed. H. T. 
Meserole, Anchor Books (Garden City, New York, 
1968). 
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times she had to re-establish her household as her family moved on, first to Ipswich, then, about 
1645, to Andover. She brought up eight children, presided over a large family while her husband, 
whom she loved deeply, was often away on public and private business, battled with ill health, 
pregnancies and accidents, and all the time she wrote poetry and endeavoured to become a 
better poet. 

Mrs. Bradstreet produced eulogies and elegies on Sidney, Queen Elizabeth and the cele
brated French poet Du Bartas (whose Divine Works and Weeks she had read in Sylvester's English 
version), also long didactic poems on the "Fours" (the Four Elements, Humours, Ages of Man, 
Seasons of the Year and Monarchies), and a dialogue of great political interest between "Old 
England and New". Her best poems are the late "Contemplations" and short personal and 
occasional pieces like "Before the Birth of one of her Children", "To my Dear and Loving 
Husband" or "Upon the burning of our house. July lOth, 1666". In 1650 her brother-in-law, 
John Woodbridge, who had come to England in support of Cromwell, arranged for her poems to 
be published in London, apparently without her knowledge, as The Tenth Muse Lately sprung up 
in America. Or Several! Poems, compiled with a great variety of Wit and Learning . .. By a Gentle
woman in those parts. The identity of the authoress is revealed in one of those anagrams so popular 
at the time: 

Anna Bradestreate. Deer Neat An Bartas . .. 

In another commendatory poem by her friend Nathaniel Ward, Mercury and Apollo 
agree that "The Auth'resse was a right Du Bartas Girle". Mrs. Bradstreet died in 1672 at Andover. 
No gravestone or portrait of her has survived. In 1678 a second edition of her poems appeared 
in Boston with the new title Several Poems. This edition has a number of additional poems and 
extensive revisions of the earlier ones. 

One can see the contributory factors and the conflicts in Anne Bradstreet's career as a 
writer and a woman. Miss White may well be right in assuming that the emotional stresses of 
emigration and settlement, the initial clash of English gentility with colonial primitiveness, 
induced her poetry. As a young girl she had been an avid reader, with a father ever-ready to 
instruct her, with tutors and perhaps the Earl's library at Sempringham available to her. She had 
made the best use of a girl's educational opportunities in seventeenth-century England and she 
had acquired the cultural and literary heritage of the English Renaissance as a foundation for her 
own creative work. She was inspired by Sidney and above all, Du Bartas. Her attitude towards 
Du Bartas is ambiguous. She admired him, as did her contemporaries, but could not hope to 
emulate the sophisticated Frenchman's great Christian epic on the creation with its skilful com
bination of encyclopedic instruction and emotional meditation. Miss White, following Austin 
Warren, thinks that she did not really want to imitate Du Bartas, but surely her long didactic 
poems on the "Fours" are attempts at learned wit and piety in the Bartasian manner, and her 
elevated concept of poetry owes much to the theological poetics of his L' Uranie. Du Bartas, 
Spenser and Sidney could be easily carried over into the Puritan New England milieu because 
they all had a strong religious bent. Sidney could be forgiven his poetic dalliance with Stella (the 
later notorious Penelope Rich, whom Anne calls a "Commet" and "Blazer") since he was known 
as a champion of European Protestantism and had translated a theological treatise by the Huguenot 
Du Plessis-Mornay. The same could not be said for Shakespeare. His plays and poems are not 
in evidence in seventeenth-century New England, and Miss White's and earlier critics' references 
to supposedly Shakespearean echoes in Anne Bradstreet's poems are unconvincing. Hamlet's 
dying words 

Had I but time (as this fell Sergeant death 
Is strick'd in his Arrest) oh I could tell you ... 

are not required to explain "Serjeant Death's Arrests" in her "Four Ages of Man". The image of 
Death as God's serjeant or bailiff arresting men for the outstanding debt of sin is commonplace, 
and much more popular with New Englanders was Francis Quarles who wrote: "But if that 
pale-fac't Sergeant make arrest" (Emblemes, 1635, Book II, No. 13). Quarles' Hieroglyphikes of the 
Life of Man (1638), the most important English rendering of the theme of the Ages of Man, 
should be added to the models which Anne used for her own poem on the "Four Ages of Man". 
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Mrs. Bradstreet was aware of her exceptional position as a woman poet in a Puritan 
community. Often enough she deplores her weak sex and "silly brain" with affected humility 
but she also invites comparison of herself with Queen Elizabeth as an example of female emanci
pation and achievement (p. 195). 

Now say, have women worth? or have they none? 
Or had they some, but with our Queen is't gone? 
Nay Masculines, you have thus taxt us long, 
But she, though dead, will vindicate our wrong. 

Religious and learned subject matter for her verse, a blameless domestic life and adherence to 
the Puritan code of conduct must have been her best defence against any critics of her devotion 
to poetry. Her Puritan creed was different from Thomas Dudley's monolithical orthodoxy. She 
even admits to the temptation of" Atheisme" and to doubts whether the abhorred Roman religion 
might not be true after all. As Miss White observes, she represents the change from orthodox 
rigidity to the greater humanity and liberality of the younger generation of Puritan settlers. Her 
fierce anti-Romanism is only one aspect of a consistent, if usually suppressed, strain of violence 
in her temperament. Like other distant observers from New England, she laboured under the mis
apprehension that "stinking, stigmatizing Romish Clerkes" were responsible for the evils of the 
English Civil War (pp. 163-66). 

Let Goales be fill' d with th'remnant of that pack, 
And sturdy Tyburn loaded till it crack. 

Fortunately those offensive expressions were removed in the second pnntmg. While New 
Englanders generally tended to look at the Cromwellian revolution as an extension of their own 
experiment and an advance towards universal Reformation, 2 Anne nevertheless expressed her 
loyalty to the King and alluded to Cromwell as "Usurper" (p. 250). She also made a number of 
judicious changes for the post-Restoration printing of her poems. One of her shorter poems may 
be quoted in full: 

To MY DEAR AND LOVING HUSBAND 
If ever two were one, then surely we. 
If ever man were lov' d by wife, then thee; 
If ever wife was happy in a man, 
Compare with me ye women if you can. 
I prize thy love more than whole Mines of gold, 
Or all the riches that the East doth hold. 
My love is such that Rivers cannot quench, 
Nor aught but love from thee, give recompence. 
Thy love is such I can no way repay, 
the heavens reward thee manifold I pray. 
Then while we live, in love lets so persever, 
That when we live no more, we may live ever. 

The dominant impression of Anne Bradstreet after reading Miss White's comprehensive, 
instructive and pleasantly written book is perhaps that of the warm-hearted wife and mother who 
called her husband her "sun" and "friend", and her children "eight birds hatcht in one nest"; 
the Puritan woman who combined deep piety with intelligence, charm, humour and the power 
to make her rough new world humane and habitable. For Miss White, a New Englander herself, 
the book must represent the crowning conclusion of nearly twenty years' work. It grew from an 
Oxford B.Litt. thesis and is based on careful and wide research in central and local archives here 
and in the United States. Miss White quotes generously from the poems, supplies extensive 
background material and skilfully integrates the analysis of the poems in the biographical narrative, 
although her criticism is sometimes too derivative and consists in long quotations from other 
critics of unequal authority. She is fond of conjecture but distinguishes carefully between 
conjecture and fact. 

2 Harold S. }antz, The First Century of New England Verse (Worcester, Mass., 1943, repr. New York, 1962), 
p.37; cf. White, p.170. 
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II 

Anne Bradstreet is a Northamptonshire poet only insofar as her parents belonged to this 
county and her first years were probably spent here. Her exact birthplace is unknown, as no 
baptismal record (and, by the way, no marriage record) has been found. But her father Thomas 
Dudley (1'576-1653) is a real Northamptonshire man, although later of much more than local 
historical importance. He became, next to Winthrop, the most prominent statesman of the Massa
chusetts Bay Colony as governor, deputy-governor, overseer of Harvard College and initiator of 
the Confederacy of the separate colonies. He was just, proud, irascible, of rigid Puritan orthodoxy, 
an able administrator and also a scholar, although not a university graduate. He died as one of 
the richest men of the colony. Among the 44 titled books which he left are two legal works and 
two books of verse, Piers Plowman and the Bucolica of Mantuanus. The rest are mostly books of 
divinity and history. One would like to know more about the obscure beginnings of this American 
statesman in Elizabethan and Stuart Northamptonshire. What was his · social position when he 
stepped forward from the small village of Yardley Hastings, where he had been born in 1576? 

Everything we can learn about him is also of potential usefulness in understanding his 
daughter. She acknowledges him as the strongest formative force in her life, "who was my Father, 
Guide, Instructer too". Of his own verse only an unattractive piece survives where he fulminates 
against the evils of toleration and heresy and concludes: "My Epitaph's, I DY'D NO LIBER
TINE" (p. 297). 3 Although nothing seems to have been printed, he is said by Mather to have 
written verses on the state of Europe which were approved by King J ames himself, and Anne 
mentions his poem "on the four parts of the world" (p. 180). Historical and geographical verse 
could be a fitting preparation for the future politician. For information about his early life there 
was previously only the scant and unreliable account in Cotton Mather's Magnalia Christi Amer
icana of 1702 (with an extended MS. version) and some later genealogical research, notably by 
G. Adlard and M. K. Talcott. Northamptonshire local historians have for some time been aware 
of the relevant parish register entries concerning Dudley and his relations. Miss White has done 
further research and has skilfully checked and connected the various strands of information and 
presented, as far as possible, a coherent picture of the complicated genealogical situation. Virtually 
nothing new has been discovered about Dudley's father, of whom Mather says: "Capt. Roger 
Dudley, who was slain in the war, when this, his son, and one only daughter were very young ... ". 
Roger's wife was Susannah Thorne (or Dorne ), a gentlewoman from Yardley Hastings whose 
mother was a Purefoy. Roger himself is styled "Mr. Dudley" in the baptism entry for his daughter 
Mary at Yardley Hastings·in 1580; he died sometime between 1580 and 1588.4 

If little is known about Roger Dudley, nothing at all is known about his father. This 
happens often enough in genealogical research. But for successive authors including Miss White, 
Governor Thomas Dudley's "failure" to record information about his grandfather becomes a 
"reluctance" and "repugnance", even a "suppression" of information (p. 13), which must have 
some sinister reason. Miss White goes on to produce the missing grandfather, "conjecturally", 
in the shape of one George Dudley, a disreputable son of the eighth Baron Dudley, an adventurer, 
Knight of the Order of Malta, Popish agent and Papist, whom the Puritan governor would gladly 
have disowned as an ancestor, but who would nevertheless be the desirable missing link with the 
baronial Sutton-Dudley family (of which Sidney was a descendant, too). Unfortunately, this 
particular "link" is pure speculation, and there is no evidence at all that George Dudley had any 
children. The post-Reformation vicissitudes of the "English Tongue" of the Roman Catholic 
Order of the Knights of Malta make interesting reading (pp. 16-30), but they have nothing to do 
with the subject of the present biography. The whole idea of noble descent seems to be an un
supported family tradition or just wishful thinking on the part of the colonial Dudleys and their 
historians. Governor Dudley, in 1653, used a seal with arms similar to those of the baronial 

3 This version, from Mather's Magnalia, makes 
better sense than the one in Nathaniel Morton's New 
Englands Memoriall (1 669): "Mine epitaph' s-I did 
no hurt to thine." 

4 It is interesting that the Parish Register of 

Hardwick records the baptism of a certain Francis 
Dudley, gent., on 10 June 1583. The names of his 
parents are not mentioned but the godparents were 
Francis Nicolls, Mary Seymer and Anne Nicolls. 
Hardwick was owned by the Nicolls family. 
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Dudleys, but such informal use proves hardly anything. Anne Bradstreet, in her elegy on Sidney, 
originally referred to "the self-same blood yet in my veines", but diluted the noble blood, signi
ficantly, for the second edition to "English blood yet runs within my veins". As Joseph Hunter 
observed in his "Chorus Vatum Anglicanorum": "It would be well to ascertain of what family 
in England these Dudleys sprang"5-and it would then be advisable to consider also the numerous 
untitled Dudleys around Northamptonshire.6 

Mather records that the orphaned Thomas Dudley was cared for and sent to a Latin school 
by "one Mrs. Puefroy, a gentlewoman famed in the parts about Northampton for wisdom, piety 
and works of charity". It is now clear that she was his great-aunt by marriage, that she was first 
married to Thomas Nicholls of Ecton and was in fact the mother of Sir Augustine Nicolls (1559-
1616), the famous assize judge. Her second husband was Richard Purefoy, owner of the manor 
of Faxton, which her son Augustine inherited. These circumstances explain why Dudley came to 
live in the manor house of the village of Faxton, now deserted, and why, after a brief spell as a 
page to Lord Compton at Castle Ashby, he had Judge Nicolls as his patron and employer. He 
could not have found a better one. A new biographical account of Sir Augustine Nicolls from 
local sources to supplement the substantial Life in the Dictionary of National Biography would 
be very desirable. Nicolls' legal experience, his moral integrity and Puritan leanings must have 
been the most important formative influence on young Dudley. Robert Bolton, the famous 
Puritan divine and author, whom Nicolls presented to the rectory of Broughton in 1610, praises 
his "constant and resolute heart rising against bribery and corruption" and his "mighty opposition 
ofPopery". 7 King James called him' the judge that would give no money' (remarkable at a time 
when legal appointments were often "bought"). He liked "Puritanical" sermons and would not 
travel on a Sunday on official business as assize judge. He was made a Serjeant-at-Law in 1603, 
was knighted in 1607,8 and appointed Judge of the Common Pleas in 1612. 

From 1603 till 1612 he was also Recorder of Leicester.9 Some hitherto unknown records 
at Leicester concerning a burglary in his house at Faxton in April 1602 give us a glimpse of the 
way in which Dudley acted as his representative.10 On 16 April1602 Nicolls wrote from Faxton to 
the Mayor as Chief Magistrate about the burglary and described the stolen plate and linen. On 
the next day Thomas Dudley of Faxton, Gentleman, declared before the Mayor's Court that 
Augustine Nicolls, Esquire, requested one John Rodes now present, to be prosecuted, and signed 
a receipt for the stolen goods. Rodes was later removed to Northampton Assizes. In this official 
transaction Dudley, now 25 years old, is styled "Gentleman" by the court clerk. 

Two letters from the Isham collection may be printed in full because they give interesting 
details of Dudley's employment and show him from the viewpoint of his socially superior neigh
bours, the !shams of Lamport. The first was written on 6 July [1603?] by Thomas !sham to his 
son John in London, then a student at the Middle Temple.11 

I meruaile I haue not hard from you neither by the carier nor William Blaze all this 
while. I haue sent diuerse messengers to your chamber which found you not there though 

a B.M. Add.MS.24489, p. 276, s.n. "Anne Brad
street". 

6 E.g., the Dudleys of Clapton. Cf. Lon~d.en, 
Northamptonshire and Rutland Clergy, s.n.; Vmta
tions of Northamptonshire, 1564 (p.17) and 1618/19 
(p.86). 

7 For these quotations see D.N.B., s.n., and Robert 
Bolton, Funeral Notes upon my Patron Sir Augustine 
Nicolls, bound with: Some generall Directions for a 
Comfortable W a/king with God. Delivered in the 
Lecture at Kettering in Northamptonshire, 4th ed., 
1634 (copy in the Local Collection, Northampton 
Public Library, No. 44). Bolton's Discourse about the 
State of True Happinesse, 4th ed., 1618 is dedicated 
"To the Right Worshipful, his very good Patron, Sir 
Augustine Nichols, Kt., serjeant at the law". 

s Not in 1603 as Miss White says (on p.34). The 
exact date is 17 February 1606/7. 

9 Records of the Borough of Leicester, ed. M. 
Bateson (1905), III, 447; IV, 114, 120, passim. On 
28 November 1612 Nicolls wrote to the Mayor 
announcing that he would have to relinquish the 
Recordership on appointment as Justice of the 
Common Pleas. He recommended as his successor 
Francis Harvey, probably of Cotton End, North
ampton, who was sworn in on 14 December 1612 
(City of Leicester Archives, BR II/5/105/1,5,10). 

10 Leicester Borough Records, BR II/181/7, No. 
176-179. 

11 Northamptonshire Record Office, I.C.3639. The 
letter has no year on it but is probably 1603 when 
John !sham was admitted to the Middle Temple. 
Sir Gyles !sham suggested the printing of the two 
letters and has kindly provided notes on them. I have 
expanded some abbreviations. 
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I staid your coming -downe yet I meant not you should haue bin so troblesome to your 
freinds as to haue contynued with them all this while, but I perceue you can be contented 
to be more then bold where you finde your selfe wellcome. I haue sent you by this bearer 
Mr Dudley sixe pound some of which is in light gold, but it will serue to pay commons 
if any thinge be behinde. Repaire to Mr Nicolls & request him & Dudley his man to 
make knowne vnto you what is or shalbe laid out about my busines & pay them out of the 
best of this money I send you vpp & take the rest to your owne vse. Bryan Watkin hath 
promised to pay on Tuesday or Wednesday at furthest fiftie pound vnto my sonne Den ton 
& likewise I haue appointed three butchers in Estcheape to pay him three score pound as 
I haue written him in a letter heare inclosed. And so dayly expecting your cominge I end 
Lam port this 6th of J ulye / 

Your Louinge ffather 
Thomas Isham 

if you haue not giuen Dudley any thinge as yet for following my busines bestowe of him 
a crowne or what you thinke good more all reconings being dyscharged. & call for my 
writings & bring them downe & deliuer Mr Montagu his. 
Endorsed: 
To my Louinge sonne Jhon Isham att Camberwell give these. 
You must give the porter xd 

Serjeant Nicolls, also a member of the Middle Temple, was transacting some private legal 
business in London for Thomas Isham, assisted by "Dudley his man". This term was generally 
used for a servant of undefined social status, but Dudley, who must have resided in London for 
certain periods, obviously enjoyed some independence in his legal work and the suggested meagre 
payment of a crown or more should perhaps be seen in relation to the ten pence for the porter, 
and to the "angel" (about 10 s.) for the Serjeant himself on a later occasion: "You writ mee that 
Mr Nicolls did take paines for me, but I here nothing what you gaue him, his connsell deserveth 
an angel at the least, cary it vnto him & thanke him hartilie . . . " 12 Thomas I sham had a nice 
scale of dues! "Denton" is his son-in-law Sir Anthony Denton ofTonbridge, gentleman-pensioner 
to Queen Elizabeth and later to King James. Isham seems to have sent cattle to London for sale, 
and the butchers acted apparently as his bankers, and paid what was owing for him. 

The second letter, from about 1602 or later, is from John Isham, afterwards the first 
Baronet, to his kinsman Thomas Pagitt, owner of the manor of Walgrave until 1610.13 

Sir I haue heere sent you such writinges as you appoynted mee/ those which you shall 
not vse I pray you send them mee back agayne by this bearer f and if you shall haue neede 
of any other let mee know and they shall be sent you with all speede/ as I cam from you 
ye last nyght I spake with Dudly and I asked him if hee had any coppy of ye Exchequer 

__ plee or of Bradshaws Intergatoryes but he toulde mee that he had not any/ and I desyred 
him for to be at Northampton on Wednesday & he sayde he would if possibly he coulde/ 
I haue also this morning sent a letter vnto sr Richard Chitwood to giue him notice of ye 
day/ Thus with my louing comendation I ende Langport this xxjth of Aprill. 

Endorsed: 

Your Louing eosin 
John Isham 

To ye worshippfull his very louing Cosin Mr Thomas Pagitt Esquire 
giue these at Waldegraue/ 

Here Thomas Dudley, apparently still living at Faxton, seems to be involved, on behalf 

12 I.C.42, 24 November [1603 or 1604?]. There are 
further letters from or about Augustine Nicolls 
between 1602 and 1610 (I.C.34, 90, 140, 142). 

13 I.C.3627. No year is given, but probably written 
when John !sham was studying law (admitted to the 
Middle Temple 6 March 1601/2). His great-aunt 

Katherine !sham married before 1546 Richard Pagitt 
of Cranford. A son of this marriage, Thomas (then 
under age), is mentioned in the Will of Gregory 
!sham, brother of Katherine Pagitt in 1558. He is 
probably the addressee. The Pagitts were very much 
a legal family. 
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of the !shams, in an Exchequer Court case !sham v. Bradshaw. The "Intergatoryes" are, of course, 
"interrogatories" or questions drawn up in writing to be put to a defendant or witness. (Portia, in 
The Merchant of Venice (Act V, I, 298), uses the same old contracted form of the word: "Let us 
go in; and charge us there upon intergatories".) The Bradshaws were neighbours of the !shams 
in Lamport, and Sir Richard Chetwood of Warkworth, of whom the manor of Lamport was held 
in feudal law, had to be consulted in this matter .14 

Among the documents in the Northamptonshire Record Office concerning legal trans
actions conducted by Augustine Nicolls from Faxton I have found two in which his clerk Thomas 
Dudley signs as a witness. The first, from which his signature has been reproduced, is dated 

19 October 1601 (see :Plate). This is an Inden-
"'-" (.,_/ ('.,/ 1 / "'' ture between Basill Lane of !sham and Robert 

Syer of Irthlingborough, and Dudley's signa
ture appears together with that of Augustyne 
Nicolls and John Smith.15 

DuoLEY's SIGNATURE 
Signature of Thomas Dudley in 1601 when he acted 
as a witness for his employer Augustyne Nicolls of 
Faxton. The other signatures are those of Augustyne 

Nicolls and John Smith. 
Photo: H . Cooper & Son 

The date of the second document is 20 
December 1610.16 Further do:uments of 1611, 
1612 and 1613 are signed by Nicolls but not 
by Dudley .17 This may be accidental or it may 
indicate that by 1611 Dudley no longer lived 
in Faxton or its vicinity (where he could assist 
Nicolls in local legal business). Miss White 
(p. 42) assumes that he lived in Northampton 
and stayed on after Sir Augustine's death in 
1616 while waiting for his next occupation, 
which would have been the stewardship for the 
Earl of Lincoln at Sempringham on the latter's 
succession to the title in 1619. But there is 
really a regrettable uncertainty about Dudley's 
whereabouts and activities from 1611 to 1619, 
the period which saw the birth of his daughters 
Anne (in 1612 or 1613) and Patience (c. 1615 

or 1616). In 1603 he had married at Hardingstone Dorothy Yorke, the daughter of a yeoman of 
that village, and the Parish Register of All Saints, Northampton, shows the baptism of Samuel 
Dudley, the eldest child, on 30 November 1608. Why then is there no record for the two girls? 
Miss White suggests (p. 49) a private, nonconformist baptism at Canons Ashby House where 
the celebrated Puritan preacher John Dod lived with the Dry dens. But this explanation has its 
own difficulties, and it is safer to conclude that Dudley had left Northampton. A period of 
residence in London in connection with Nicolls' appointment, in November 1612, as Judge of 
the Common Pleas is at least possible. Further researchers may find out more. For their benefit 
it should be stated that the registers of all parishes in the old borough of Northampton and those 
of some other parishes have been checked. 18 

It may be noted that the Reverend John Dod, whom Mather regarded as chiefly instru-

14 I.C.34, 54, 85 and I.L.375 (Bradshaw); I.C.69, 
90, 93, 96, 125, 177 (Chetwood). 

15 YZ 5624. 
16 YZ 5626, Indenture between Robert Syer of 

! sham, Sir Augustyne Nicolls of Faxton and Edward 
Hesilrigge of Thedingworth. The other witnesses 
are W. Nicolls, John Smith and James Caruer. Mr. 
P. I. King, Chief Archivist, has given me helpful 
advice. 

17 A90, A69, A82 (Andrew Family of Harlestone) 
and YZ 5233. 

18 St. Giles, Northampton, has a gap between 

March 1613/14 and March 1616. Other parish 
registers searched include those of Yardley Hastings, 
Lamport, Hardwick, Hardingstone and of the City 
parishes near the Inns of Court available at the 
Guildhall Museum, London: St. Bride, Fleet Street 
and St. Andrew, Holborn. - On the basis of our 
present knowledge the following entries might be 
suggested instead of the incorrect ones in British 
and American works of reference: " Anne Bradstreet, 
b. 1612 or 1613 Northampton (?)"; "Thomas Dud
ley, b. 1576 Yardley Hastings, Northamptonshire". 
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mental in Dudley's early conversion to Puritanism, occurs frequently in the Isham papers as a 
trusted family friend of the Drydens at Canons Ashby. In 1630-31 he took an active and sympa
thetic interest in the ill-fated negotiations for the marriage of John Dryden and Elizabeth Isham. 
Elizabeth records in her MS. "Booke of Remembrance" that he comforted her mother in her last 
illness and was a welcom·e visitor at Lamport, too, where the family were not "precise" (i.e. 
Puritan) like the Drydens.19 This confirms the essential humanity and kindness of his personality 
of which Miss White speaks, too. 

It is possible that the anonymous verses on Sir Augustine Nicolls' handsome sepulchral 
monument from the demolished church of Faxton, now in the Victoria and Albert Museum, are 
Thomas Dudley's poetic tribute to his patron. 20 Three lines may be quoted here: 

What gifts of Nature in a private Man, 
What signs of grace in a true Christian; 
This shadow would decypher if it could. 

The future Puritan governor of the Massachusetts colony was in more than one sense "Nicolls' 
man". · 

19 Elizabeth !sham's MS. "Booke of Remem
brance" has now been traced to an American owner. 

2° For a description and photograph of the monu
ment see T. Hodgkinson in Northamptonshire Past 

KARL J OSEF HOLTGEN. 

and Present, 4 (1971 /72), 335-39. A transcription of 
the verses will be found in J. Bridges, History and 
Antiquities of Northamptonshire, II (1791), 95. 

BOUGHTON CHIMNEYS 

The chimneys stand like pawns 
like kings and queens 
over the chequered tiles. -
They seem to wait 
for some great hand to move them 
to the lawns beyond. 
The winter spreads its weight 
of leafl.ess network in between their spires 
the smokeless stacks 
tower in the winter sun 

unmoved and lifeless 
since they were begun, 
and yet the mind that sees them 
through the frame 
of attic windows 
cannot help reflect 
that when the eye's not looking 
they will move 
and win, or lose 
their game. 

NINA CARROLL. 
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Traditional and Progressive 
It is claimed, and generally accepted, that printing from separate metal 
characters was first invented about 1440, by J ohann Gutenberg, a citizen 
of Mainz. Subsequently, it was then introduced to this country 
by William Caxton in 1476. Caxton printed such fine works as 'The 
Dictes and Sayengis of the Philosophres' at his Westminster 
printing plant. 
Now while we cannot claim to have been printing and binding since 
its initiation, we were producing books before the middle of the 
last century. However, we have progressed considerably since those 
early days, and have kept pace with most of the technological 
developments introduced to this very old craft; particularly over 
the last few years. 
We are therefore in the unique position of being able to offer the 
best of both worlds ! 
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THE WASHINGTON SURNAME IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

The main facts about the sojourn of The Washingtons of Sulgrave in Northamptonshire 
are well known and it is needless to rehearse them here.1 However frequent inquiries from America 
have led me to investigate whether any descendants of the family were still living in the county 
in the 18th and early 19th centuries. A glance at the recently published Militia Lists of 17772 

would suggest that there were not although a Washington over the age of 45 would not appear in 
those lists. The lists however do not cover The Soke of Peterborough and it was in The Soke and 
in Peterborough itself that a family of the Washington surname was living most of the 18th century. 

It was in St. John's, the parish church of Peterborough that George Washington married 
on the 4 April 1714.3 His wife was a Dorothy Beaby and they were the parents of six sons, one of 
whom died in infancy. In a list of those in the Marketstead Ward owing suit of court to the Dean 
& Chapter's manor of Peterborough in October 17154 George's name appears but he was not at 
that time a copyhold tenant of the manor. This he became by the purchase of a cottage in Cowgate 
in October 17265 following this in October 17396 by the purchase of another in Priestgate Lane. 
In 1739 he is described as a brewer. His children were baptized as follows: John in January 1715,' 
George in September 1716, another George in June 1721, William in February 1723, Richard in 
February 1724 and Francis in September 1727. Dorothy his wife died in April 1748. Before his 
own death and burial in January 17 49 George Washington the father had settled one of his 
cottages on his son William subject to an annuity of 40 shillings a year.8 He made a will in August 
1748 calling himself a yeoman making William his sole executor and bequeathing Francis his 
youngest son the cottage he had bought in 1726, subject to Francis paying his brother George £6 
and Richard £15. He left everything else to William except for 40 shillings a piece to his other 
four sons.9 

Apart from the cottage given him by his father, William, described as a carpenter and 
joiner, bought another in The Cross Lane leading from Priestgate to St. John's Church in 1755.10 

However he sold this in 177111 and died in November 1782leaving the cottage he inherited from 
his father to his widow Isabella for life, with the reversion to his brother Francis.12 In the Court 
roll William is called a brewer13 and in his will he calls his brother Francis a brewer. Isabella 
died in January 1799.14 They had no children, Lord Fitzwilliam's estate accounts show that 
William and his assistants were employed in brewing at Milton from October 1768 to June 1770.15 

Francis Washington, the youngest son, married a wife named Mary and they had 4 children: 
a daughter called Edie Granvile born in 1755, a son Francis born in 1757, George in 1761 and a 
son Whitehead in 1763. George was buried in 176316 and Francis did not long survive his father 
who was buried in August 1786. His widow Mary died in 179216 and on her death the reversion 
to his house in Cross Lane passed under his will to his daughter Edie Granvile who was the 
wife of an Edward Bulmer, subject to £20 to his son Whitehead.17 Francis left his son Francis 
the reversion to the other house in Cross Lane left him by his brother William on Isabella 
William's widow's death, but as Francis died the right to it passed to Whitehead his brother who 
in 1793 being then described as a cooper of March in the Isle of Ely, sold it to Robert Muggliston, 
mercer and draper of Peterborough.18 

Unfortunately neither the marriage ofWilliam nor ofFrancis took place at Peterborough.19 

The name of Francis' younger son suggests his wife was a Whitehead of Peterborough whilst the 
will of Isabella Washington suggests she was born a Palm er. 20 

Where John, George and Richard Washington moved to also remains a mystery. They 
were legatees in their father George's will 1748 and must have been alive then. 

················ ................ 
It will be recalled that Sir John Washington lived at Thrapston in the mid. 17th century.21 
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In the early 19th there was a doctor living there called Charles Washington Montague and it 
seems possible that he actually occupied a house which once had a Washington coat of arms in 
it. However the idea that Sir John left descendants in Thrapston is improbable and it seems 
Charles came to Thrapston from some other place. He first occupied a house in Thrapston in 
January 1814 according to the parish rate book but between September and November 1815 he 
moved to a house that had belonged to John Tenney who had been a Thrapston attorney.22 The 
present owners of the house, Messrs. Vincent, Sykes & Son, a firm of solicitors, have title deeds 
going back to 1831 in which the recitals refer to C. W. Montague's ownership in 1816.23 The 
house is now and has for a long time been called Montague House. 

1 The last male Washington known to have been 
buried in the county was Sir John Washington of 
Thrapston buried 18 May 1668. There are some 
references to Washingtons a little later in the century 
for instance in October 1672 in The Diary of Thomas 
!sham of Lamport, ed. Sir Gyles Isham, 1971, p. 159. 

The chief genealogical book is that by Revd. H. I. 
Longden "The History of The Washington Family" 
1927 (reprinted from The Genealogists' Magazine). 

For Sulgrave there is H. Clifford Smith's Sulgrave 
Manor and The Washingtons, 1933. 

Articles on the family by Mr. G. Washington have 
appeared in this Journal as follows: Vol. 3 no. 5, 
1964; Vol. 4 no. 1, 1966; Vol. 4 no. 4, 1969; Vol. 5 
no. 1, 1973; and there are other references to the 
Thrapston branch of the family in these volumes. 

2 Northamptonshire Militia Lists, ed. V. A. Hatley, 
1973. 

3 Peterborough St. John's parish register no. 47. 
All documents quoted are in the Northamptonshire 

Record Office, Delapre Abbey, unless otherwise 
stated. 

4 Dean and Chapter of Peterborough MSS, Peter
borough manor court file for 1715. 

5 Church Commissioners, Peterborough manor 
court roll, Roll 242. 

6 Church Commissioners, Peterborough manor 
court book Vol. 1, p. 399. 

7 Peterborough St. John's parish register nos. 47 
and 48. 

8 Court book Vol. 2 p. 282. 
9 Peterborough Consistory Court, Probate records, 

will proved 4 Feb. 1748/9. 
1° Court book Vol. 3 p. 149. 
11 Court book Vol. 4 p. 537. 
12 Probate records, will proved 10 Dec. 1782. 

PATRICK KING. 

13 Court book Vol. 6 pp. 137-8. 
14 Parish register no. 50, 6th January as 'Widow 

Washington'. 
15 Fitzwilliam estate accounts Vol. 19. 
16 Parish register no. 49. 
17 Probate records, will proved 13 Sept. 1786. 
18 Court book Vol. 7 p. 161. On the death of a 

copyholder it was necessary normally for his heir to 
be admitted so that there are further entries in the 
court books not referred to above. Testators also 
usually surrendered their property to the uses of 
their wills after they had made them. The relevant 
entries occur in Vol. 2 p. 168 (1746); p. 342 (1749); 
Vol. 5 p. 28 (surrender by Francis to Thomas 
Serocold, the purchaser from William in 1771, of 
37-! square feet from his own cottage garden, 1772; 
Vol. 6 pp. 137-8 (1784); p. 169 (1784); p. 246 (1786) 
and Vol. 7 pp. 137-8 (1792). 

19 A search of both the register and of the marriage 
licence bonds preserved amongst the Peterborough 
Diocesan Records has proved fruitless. 

20 Probate records) will proved 2 July 1799. 
21 See note 1 above. 
22 Thrapston civil parish record 20. The statement 

made in a previous issue of this journal (Vol. IV 
no. 1 p. 45) about Mrs. Montagu having lived at the 
commencement of the 18th century is a mistake. 

23 Information from Mr. Roy F. Sykes. 

Notes There is a document amongst Lord North
ampton's records at Castle Ashby (1001/7) 
dated 3 March 1655 signed by Sir John 
Washington and witnessed by John Washing
ton junior. 
A son of George William Sears, a Fotheringhay 
baker, was christened Washington in 1849. 

ONE BRANCH OF THE VIRGINIA W ASHINGTONS 

Col. John Washington (1633/34-1677), the Virginia Emigrant,* left by his 1st wife, Anne Pope, 
two sons, 
I. Lawrence, b. 1659, grandfather of President George Washington. 

II. John, of Mattox, Westmoreland Co. and Hylton, Stafford Co., Virginia, b. ea. 1661; m. Anne 
(who m. 2nd 1700, Col. Charles Ashton, and d. in England 1704), sister of Henry Wycliffe, and 
d. Feb., 1698, leaving issue, 

Henry, of Mattox and Hylton, J.P. and Sheriff of Stafford Co,, m. Mary Bailey, and was 

*Grandson of Lawrence Washington of Sulgrave, Northants. His younger brother, Lawrence, also emigrated 
to Virginia and left issue there. 
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bur. 22 Oct., 1748, leaving (with a son Bailey, father of Gen. William, 1752-1819, the celebrated 
cavalry leader in the Revolutionary War), 

Henry, of Mattox, m. 18 May, 1743, Elizabeth (who m. 2nd 1749 Col. Robert Vaux, ofVaux 
Hall, and 3rd 1757, Col. Thomas Jett of Walnut Hill), dau. ofWilliam Storke, and d.v.p. 1745, 
leaving an only son, 

Lawrence, of Mattox, bapt. 10 Feb., 1744; m. 1 March, 1763 his cousin Susanna Washington 
(who m. 2nd Col. Thomas Jett, and d. 1822), great-granddau. of the Emigrant L_awrence Wash
ington (1635-1677), and d. 1774, leaving an only son, 

Henry, of Mattox (which he sold in 1797 to his kinsman William Augustine Washington), 
and afterwards of Alexandria, Virginia, Ensign in the Revolutionary War, Sheriff ofWestmoreland 
Co., b. 1765; m. Sarah (d. 22 Jan., 1831), dau. of John Ashton of Mt. Lebanon, King George Co., 
Virginia, and d. 20 May, 1812, leaving with other issue. 

(1) Lawrence (1791-1875), of Westmoreland Co., m. 1819 his kinswoman, Sarah Tayloe 
Washington (1800-1886), dau. of William Augustine Washington, and left issue. 

(2) Henry, b. 27 Nov., 1792, one of the framers of the 1st Constitution of Kentucky ; 
m. 15 May, 1817 Catherine Robinson Bate (d. 1875), and left issue. 

(3) Richard Conway, b. 22 May, 1804, Postmaster of Washington, D.C.; m. 1st 13 Oct., 
1825 Mary Smith (d.s.p. 10 DeC., 1827); m. 2nd 8 Jan., 1829 Sophia May Roberts (d. 3 Feb., 
1892), dau. and co-heiress of Hon. John Roberts, thrice Mayor of Alexandria; d. 24 May, 1867, 
leaving issue, 

RICHARD CONWAY WASHINGTON (1804-67) 
From a portrait in the author's possession. 

(la) Llewellyn, b. 11 May, 1830; d. unm. 26 July, 1902. 
(1b). Richard, b. 12 AJ?ril, 1837, Pay-Director U.S. Navy; d. 8 Jan., 1895; m. 1st 10 July, 1863 

Catherme Lee (b. 17 Apnl, 1842; d. 4 Aug., 1865), dau. and eventually sole heiress of Col. Robert 
Meldrum Lee of Philadelphia; m. 2nd 25 April, 1867 Thomasine Barker (d.s.p. 1921), dau. Capt. 
Abraham Barker of New Bedford, Massachusetts. By his 1st marriage he left an only son, 
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Horace Lee, b. 4 June, 1864, ofWashington, D.C. and Lavender Farm, York Harbor, Maine, 
sometime U.S. Consul-General in London; d. 27 Aug., 1938; m. in Geneva, Switzerland 22 Sept., 
1897 Helen Stewart Williams (b. 28 July, 1874; d. 21 Feb., 1940), granddau. and co-heiress of 
Gen. Hart L. Stewart of Chicago, and left issue, 

(a) George Sydney Horace Lee (M.A., F.S.A.), b~ 6 April, 1910; educ. Harrow, Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and Princeton University. 

(b) Helen Lawrence Lee, b. 21 Feb., 1912; m. 27 Jan., 1940 Arthur Norris Kennard, 
Welsh Guards, only son of Sir Howard W. Kennard, G.C.M.G., C.V.O. (see Burke's Peerage). 

(le) Florence, b. 31 Aug. 1834; d.s.p. 1928; m. 3 Feb., 1859 Frederick Schley (d. 1875), 
of Frederick, Maryland. 

(ld) Sophia, b. 20 May, 1839; d. 11 Aug. 1872; m. 8 Aug., 1861 Samuel Eliot Middleton, 
of Woodley Park, Washington, D.C. 

(le) Rose Maria, b. 9 June, 1844; d. 15 June, 1921; m. Lieut. Albert Aston, U.S. Navy. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

LANDSCAPE 

The road runs straight 
between fields. The wind 
ripples the cold grass, 
coarse, at the roadside: 

it is evening. 
On the right hand 

the land drops down 
into a small bowl 
of stubbly corn 

and then, rising, continues 
clear, unmysterious, to 
a precise vanishing-point, 
and the large sky 

takes over. 
On the left, 

a roll of hill 
fattens the skyline, brings it closer, makes 
things you do not see. 

In front, the sun goes down. 

The road runs straight, 
clear, unobstructed, to end in that cliche'd ball. 
Nothing stands in the way. 

The fields run right up to the road. 

a poor land, cold at sundown. 
Wind hisses among 
small ears of corn. 

It would seem almost to be 
moorland, were it not 
for the upturned tree-roots 
where the hedgerows were stripped. 

One direction remains : 
East. Behind you. There 
is Helpston village. 

How you would laugh, John Clare! 

It is 

CHRIS HEBRON. 
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