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. .. . large or small. Fine building is 
synonymous with Robert Marriott 
Ltd., a member of the Robert Marriott 
Group, famous for quality building since 
1890. In the past 80 years Marriotts have 
established a reputation for meticulous 
craftsmanship on the largest and small
est scales. 

Whether it is a £7,000,000 housing 
contract near Bletchley, a new head
quarters for Buckinghamshire County 
Council at Aylesbury (right) or restor
ation and alterations to Easton Maudit 
Church (left) Marriotts have the experi
ence, the expertise and the men to 
carry out work of the most exacting 
standards and to a strict schedule. 

In the last century Marriotts made 
a name for itself by the skill of its crafts
men employed on restoring buildings 
of great historical importance. A re
markable tribute to the firm's founder, 
the late Mr. Robert Marriott was paid 
in 1948 by Sir Albert Richardson, later 
President of the Royal Academy, when 
he said: "He was a master builder of 
the calibre of the Grimbolds and other 
famous country men. He spared no 
pains and placed ultimate good before 
financial gain. No mean craftsman him
self, he demanded similar excellence 
from his helpers." 

Three-quarters of a century later 
Marriotts' highly specialised Special 
Projects Division displays the same 
inherent skills in the same delicate 
work on buildings throughout the 
Midlands. To date Hatfield House, Long 
Melford Hall in Suffolk, the Branch 
Library at Earls Barton, the restoration 
of Castle Cottage at Higham Ferrers, 
Fisons Ltd., Cambridge, Greens Norton 
School, Woburn Abbey restorations 
and the Falcon Inn, Castle Ashby, all 
bear witness to the craftsmanship of 
Marriotts. 

While building for the future, 
Marriotts are maintaining the glories of 
the past. 

~-._ ~-- ROBERT MARRIOTT LTD. 
~ r ~ 11 RUSHDEN. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

A member of the French-Kier Group of companies 



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 
1976 

CONTENTS 
PAGE 

Particulars of the Society 11 

Institutional Members of the Society 11 

Notes and News . . . 293 

Little Houghton 1972-A Parish Field Survey. David N. Hall 295 

Which Winwick? M. D. Hooper 305 

Three Lost Northamptonshire Houses and Their Owners. J. S. W. Gibson 311 

Anne Bradstreet, the First American Poetess, and her Father, Governor Thomas Dudley. 
Karl Josef Holtgen - 325 

The Washington Surname in Northamptonshire. Patrick King 335 

One Branch of the Virginia Washingtons. George Washington 336 

Oundle in the Eighteenth Century Through the Eyes of John Clifton. J. L. Cartwright 339 

Literacy at Northampton, 1761-1900 : A Third Interim Report. Victor A. Hatley 347 

A Nineteenth-Century Giant, George Ward Hunt. Margaret Main Schoenberg ... 349 

A Northamptonshire Cricket Song. James D. Coldham 363 

Book Reviews: A. E. Brown, Landscape Archaeology 367 
T. C. Simmons, "Hedges" 367 
S. C. Norsworthy, Naseby . A Parish History 369 
Gyles I sham, H atchments in Britain. I. Northamptonshire, Warwickshire 

and Worcestershire . . . 370 
Geoffrey H. Starmer, Fieldwork in Industrial Archaeology... 371 
H. J. Voss, 'A History of Northampton General Hospital' 1743 to 1948 372 
Cyril B. Wilson, Finedon otherwise Thingdon 374 

Obituaries: Earl Spencer, T .D., M.A., F.S.A., D.LITT.(HoN.) 375 
Sir Frederick Villiers Robinson, Bart., M.C. 375 

All communications regarding articles in this issue and future issues should be addressed to the 
Honorary Editor, Mr. J. M. Steane, The Grammar School, Kettering 

VoL. V 
Published by the Northamptonshire Record Society 

Price SOp 

PRINTED IN ENGLAND BY DALKEITH PRESS LIM ITED, KETTERING, NORTH.'\MPTONSHIRE 

No. 4 



THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD SOCIETY 
(FOUNDED IN 1920) 

DELAPRE ABBEY, NORTHAMPTON 

President: 
SIR GYLES !SHAM, BART., D.L., F.S.A. 

Secretary: Chairman of Council: Treasurer: 
Miss D. M. Sladden, B.A. C. V. Davidge, Esq., M.A. N. J. Chittenden, Esq. 

Delapre Abbey 
Northampton 

Little Houghton House 
Northampton 

Delapre Abbey 
Northampton 

General Editor: 
E. J. King, Esq., M.A., PH.D. 

The University 
Sheffield 

Hon. Solicitor: 
R. A. Jameson, Esq., v.R.D., LL.B. 

7 Spencer Parade 
Northampton 

AIMS AND OBJECTS 
The objects of the Society are the furtherance of the science of history and of historical literature 
by the publication of historical records relating to Northamptonshire, and the stimulation of 

interest in historical studies. 

Institutional Members of the Society 

EUROPE 

ENGLAND 

Abington Vale High School, Northampton 
Alien, A. H. & Co. (Engineers) Ltd., Northampton 
Allen-Lyman Bureau, Northampton 
All Soul's College, Oxford 
Anglia Building Society 
Society of Antiquaries of London 
Ashby, R. Sterry, F.A.I., Northampton 
Ashby Estates, Ltd., Brackley 
Banbury Public Library 
Bedford Public Library 
Berry Bros. & Legge, Kettering 
Birkbeck College, University of London 
Birmingham Central Libraries 
Birmingham University Library 
Bishop Stopford School, Kettering 
Boughton Estates Ltd., Weekley, Kettering 
Bristol & Gloucestershire Archaeological Society 
Bristol University Library 
British Library, Boston Spa, Yorks 
Cambridgeshire Libraries, Cambridge Division, 

Cambridge 
Carlsberg Brewery Ltd., Northampton 
Corby Development Corporation 
Cliftonville High School, Northampton 
The Courtauld Institute of Art 
W. T. Cox & Co. Ltd., Kettering 
Dalkeith Press Limited, Kettering 

Daventry Town Development Office 
Daventry School 
Deacon's School, Peterborough 
Durham University Library 
Duston Upper School, Northampton 
East Anglia University Library 
Exeter University Library 
Frames Tours Ltd. 
Society of Genealogists, London 
Gotch, Saunders & Surridge, Kettering 
Greenwoods, Messrs., Solicitors, Peterborough 
Guildhall Library, London 
Guilsborough County School 
Haworth Library, St. Hild's College, Durham 
Hertfordshire County Council Records Committee 
Hull University Library 
Huntingdon County Library 
Huntingdonshire County Record Office 
Inner Temple Library, London 
Institute of Historical Research 

(University of London) 
John Lea Secondary School, Welling borough 
Kettering Grammar School 
Kettering Public Library 
Kettering Secondary School for Girls 
Kettering Secondary School for Boys 
Kettering Technical College 
King's School, Peterborough 
Leeds University Library 
Leicester City Libraries 
Leicester University Library 

ii 



INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 

Leicester University Centre, Northampton 
Leicestershire County Council Archives Department 
Leicestershire County Library 
Lincolnshire Archives Committee 
Liverpool City Public Libraries 
Liverpool University Library 
London Borough of Newham Library Service, 

Stratford Reference Library 
The London Library 
London School of Economics & Political Science 
University of London, King's College 
University of London, Westfield College 
University of London Library 
Loughborough Technical College 
Magdalen College Library, Oxford 
Magdalen College School, Brackley 
Manchester Central Libraries 
Marshman, Warren, Taylor, F.R.I.B.A., Northampton 
Midland Secretarial Bureau and Employment Agency 

Rushden and Wellingborough 
Moulton Park Upper School, Northampton 
Nene College, Corby Campus 
N ene College, Park Campus 
New College, Oxford 
Newton Road Junior School, Rushden 
Northampton Business & Professional Women's Club 
Northampton Development Corporation 
Northampton Grammar School 
Northampton High School 
Northampton Public Library 
Northamptonshire County Council 
Northamptonshire County Library 
Northamptonshire Newspapers Ltd. 
Nottingham Central Public Library 
Nottingham University Library 
Oundle School 
Oundle Middle School 
Peterborough Dean and Chapter 
Peterborough Museum Society 
Peterborough Public Library 
Peterborough Technical College 
Public Record Office, London 
Reading University Library 
Reading University (Stenton Library) 
Rothwell & Desborough Secondary School 
Royal Historical Society 
Rushden Girls Comprehensive School 
Rushden Comprehensive School 
Rushden Public Library 
St. Andrew's Hospital, Northampton 
The Samuel Lloyd Comprensive School, Corby 
Scott Bader Co. Ltd., Wollaston, Wellingborough 
Sheffield Central Library 
Sheffield University Libr~ry 
Soroptimist Club of Northampton 
Southampton University Library 
Southwood School, Corby 
Spiro Engineering Co. Ltd. 
Sponne School, Towcester 
Stamford Public Library 
Stewarts and Lloyds Ltd., London W.l 
Thrapston & District Historical Society 
Timsons Ltd., Kettering 
Totectors Ltd., Rushden 
Trinity Grammar School, Northampton 
University College Library, London 
Victoria University, Manchester 
Wallis's Garage Ltd., Kettering 
Warwick University Library 

iii 

Warwickshire County Library 
Wellingborough & District Archaeological Society 
Wellingborough County High School 
Wellingborough Grammar School 
Wellingborough Public Library 
Wellingborough School 
Wellingborough Technical College Library 
Westminster City Public Libraries 
Westwood House School, Peterborough 
Wilson & Partners, Kettering 
Wilson & Wilson, Kettering 
Woodford Halse Historical Society 
York University Library 

N. IRELAND 
Queen's University Library, Belfast 

SCOTLAND 
Aberdeen University Library 
Edinburgh University Library 
Glasgow University Library 
St. Andrew's University Library 

WALES 
University College of Wales, Aberystwyth 
University College of Swansea 

BELGIUM 
Bibliotheque-un-Livre, Brussels 

DENMARK 
Royal Library of Copenhagen 

SWEDEN 
Lund University Library, Sweden 

AFRICA 
Johannesburg City Public Library 

AMERICA 

CANADA 

Alberta University, Edmonton 
Canadian Branch Genealogical Society, Alberta 
Carleton University Library, Ottawa 
Harriet Irving Library, University of New Brunswick 

Fredricton 
Huron College Library, Ontario 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario 

(Mills Memorial Library) 
Queen's University Kingston, Ontario 
Toronto University Library 
University of Western Ontario 
Windsor University, Windsor, Ontario 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Boston Public Library 
Cache Genealogical Library, Utah 
California University Library, Los Angeles 
California University Library, Berkeley 
California University Library, Davis 
California University Library, Santa Barbara 



INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 

Chicago University Library 
Clemson University, South Carolina 
Cleveland Public Library 
Columbia University Library, New York City 
Congress Library, Washington, D .C. 
Cornell University Library, Ithaca, New York 
University of Delaware Memorial Library 
Detroit Public Library 
Duke University Library, Durham N.C. 
Emory University Library, Georgia 
Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, D.C. 
Fort Wayne Public Library, Indiana 
General Theological Seminary, New York 
Georgia University Library, Athens 
Harvard College Library 
Harvard University Law School Library 
Haverford College Library, Pennsylvania 
Henry E. Huntingdon Library, California 
Honnold Library for the Claremont Colleges 
Illinois University Library, Urbana 
Indiana University, Bloomington 
Iowa State University of Science and Technology, 

Ames, Iowa 
Johns Hopkins University Library, Baltimore 
Los Angeles Public Library 
Michigan State Library 
Michigan University Library 
Minnesota University Library, Minneapolis 
Missouri University Library, Columbia 
Newberry Library, Chicago 
New England Historical and Genealogical Society 
New York Genealogical and Biographical Society 
New York Public Library 
New York State University at Binghampton 
Notre Dame University Library, Indiana 
Ohio State University Libraries, Columbus 
Pennsylvania State University (Pattee Library) 
Pennsylvania University Library 
Pittsburgh University Library 

Princeton University Library 
Rochester University, New York 
Rutgers University Library, New Brunswick 
St. Edward'~ University Library, Austin, Texas 
Santa Clara University (Orradre Library) 
Seabury Western Theological Seminary Library, 

Evanston 
Smith College, Northampton, Mass. 
Stanford University Library 
Tennessee Joint University Libraries, Nashville 
Tennessee State Archives and Library, Nashville 3 
Tennessee University, Knoxville 
Texas University Library, Austin 12 
Utah Genealogical Society 
Utah University Library, Salt Lake City 
Virginia Historical Society, Richmond 
Virginia State Library, Richmond 
Virginia University, Alderman Library 
Wake Forest College Library, Winston-Salem, 

N.Carolina 
Washington University Library, Seattle 
Wayne State University, General Library, Detroit 
Wisconsin University Library 
Yale University Library 

AUSTRALASIA 

AUSTRALIA 

Adelaide University, Barr Smith Library 
National Library of Australia 
Sydney University Law School Library, N.S.W. 
University of Western Australia 
Victoria State Library, Melbourne 

NEW ZEALAND 

Alexander-Turnbull Library, Wellington 

The cover shows part of "the South West Prospect of Northampton" 
by Collins and Harris. The date is c.1730. It is reproduced by kind 
permission of the Northamptonshire County Library. 

iv 



293 

NoTES AND NEws 

In a year of severe inflation it is good that, 
thanks to its financial reserves, and in spite of 
huge increases in costs of production and 
postage, the Society has been able to publish 
and distribute two new volumes-Luffield Priory 
Charters, Part 11, edited by G. R. Elvey, and 
produced jointly with the Bucks Record Society, 
and Northamptonshire Lieutenancy Papers and 
Other Documents 1580-1614, edited by J. J. 
Goring and the late J oan Wake. This brings 
the total number of volumes published during 
a life-time of 55 years to 27, very close to the 
Society's original target of one volume every 
two years. Future publication of both volumes 
and this journal will depend on funds avail
able, as reserves become used up; to ensure 
that these funds are forthcoming it will be 
vitally important to maintain, and even increase, 
the Society's large membership. With this in 
mind a leaflet has been enclosed in this issue 
setting out fully the privileges of membership, 
and a tear-off application form. We appeal to 
readers to use this to recruit new members, and 
thus help to ensure adequate funds for the 
future. 

Last year's special issue of this journal, 
designed as a tribute to the late Miss J oan Wake, 
has received much praise. Some offprints of the 
colour portrait of Miss Wake reproduced in it 
are available for a small price, and anyone 
interested in obtaining one should contact the 
Secretary at Delapre Abbey. 

The Annual General Meeting in May was 
held at Northampton College of Education, 
Moulton Park. Most appropriately, as this was 
only a few days before the Referendum in 
which the United Kingdom voted firmly to 
stay in the European Economic Community, 
the speaker was a West German, Professor 
K. J. Holtgen, from the University of Erlangen, 
Niirnberg. He paid a great compliment to the 
Society, of which he is a member, saying that 
it could be proud of its work for local history, 
and that there was nothing comparable to 
County Record Societies in Western Germany. 

The audience greatly enjoyed his lecture on the 
virtuoso 17th century English translator, en
graver and physician, Richard Haydocke. Some 
may have wondered if an English academic 
could be found to lecture in German to a 
German audience with the fluency which 
Professor Holtgen displayed in English. 

At the time of writing the Society is awaiting 
the Autumn Lecture in early October, to be 
given by Professor J. C. Holt of Reading 
University, who is to speak on 'The Legend of 
Robin Hood'. This event is to be held at 
Kettering Grammar School, in an effort to 
spread interest in the Society's activities around 
the County, and a large audience is hoped for 
from the Kettering area. 

In Northampton itself the centre of the town 
is changing rapidly, almost beyond recognition 
in some areas. Some members may remember 
that Welsh House, on the north corner of the 
Market Square, was narrowly saved from demo
lition thanks to local protests, and a final inter
vention by the Ministry of the Environment. 
It was in fact demolished, completely, but has 
been resurrected and renovated, stone by stone; 
it now stands as it did before, in the same 
position, but its pretty gables are backed by 
massive new modern buildings, making it look 
like a little doll's house. Is this perhaps a pity? 

We always try to help other Societies in the 
County as much as possible. Thus we are glad 
to report that in 1975 a new Northamptonshire 
Archaeological Society was formed. It produces 
an annual journal containing reports on field
work and excavations in and around North
amptonshire. The Secretary, Mrs. F. Williams, 
41 Stannards Way, Brixworth, would gladly 
answer enquiries about its work. 

Meanwhile another local group, the North
amptonshire Natural History Society, prepares 
to celebrate its centenary year in 1976, and 
plans a special issue of its iournal. The Record 
Society, a mere youngster at 55 years of age, 
wishes its fellow Society a very successful 
centenary anniversary. 
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The Society has recently received copies of 
two books about the history of towns in the 
area, and it is hoped that full length reviews 
will appear in the next issue. 

The first is LIFE IN OLD NoRTHAMPTON, a 
selection of old photographs, prints, paintings, 
posters and drawings of historical interest. This 
has been put together by Mr. Stafford, the 
Senior Reference Librarian in the Central 
Reference Library, and consists of 224 pictures. 
Price: paper back £1.25p, hard back £1.50p. 

John S. Hartley and Alan Rogers have pro
duced the second Stamford Survey Group 
Report entitled THE RELIGIOUS FOUNDATIONS 
OF MEDIEVAL STAMFORD. This report concen
trates on the religious buildings of medieval 
Stamford and tries to provide a definitive list 
of the religious institutions. It deals with the 
documentary history and has 31 figures and 
4 maps. Price £1. 70p. Orders to be sent to 
The Secretary, Stamford Survey Group, 16 
Broad Street, Stamford. 

Notes on our Contributors 

D. N. Hall is a research chemist at Unilever, 
Sharnbrook. He is secretary of the Higham 
Ferrers Hundred Archaeological Society and 
currently working on pre - inclosure field 
systems. 

Dr. M. D. Hooper is on the staff of the 
Monks Wood Experimental Station, Institute 
of Terrestrial Ecology. He is co-author of 
"Hedges". 

J. S. W. Gibson is a solicitor and Hon. 
Secretary of the Banbury Historical Society. 
He has recently published a book on the history 
of Wills. 

Karl J. Holtgen is Professor of English Liter
ature at the University of Erlangen, Niirnberg. 

Patrick King is County Archivist to North-

amptonshire. He edited The Book of w_illiam 
Morton. (N.R.S. XVI, 1954). 

George Washington is linealiy connected 
with the first American president and lives in 
Cambridge. 

Canon J . . L. Cartwright, formerly librarian 
of Peterborough Cathedral was for many years 
Vicar of Oundle. 

Victor A. Hatley is librarian at the Nene 
College, Northampton, and the author of a 
number of works on Northampton's history in 
the 19th century. 

Dr. Margaret Main Schoenberg teaches in 
the Department of English, Kent State · Uni
versity, Ohio. 

J ames D. Coldham is Secretary of The 
Cricket Society. 

Thanks are expressed to . . . 

Mr. D. N. Hall for the map of Little Houghton and the photograph of fishponds, The Trustees of the 
British library for permission to reproduce drawings by Thomas Eayre, The Northamptonshire Record 
Office for the inclosure map of Little Houghton and the illustration from "The English Gardener", 
Dr. M. D. Hooper for maps illustrating his article, The National Portrait Gallery for portraits 
illustrating the article on Three Lost Northamptonshire Houses, National Monuments Record for 
photographs of buildings in Oundle, Mr. George Ward Hunt for permission to reproduce the portrait 
group of Disraeli's 1874 cabinet, the proprietors of "Punch" for cartoon, Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford for portrait of John, 1st Baron Crewe) Mr. John Marshal! of Kettering Grammar School 

for assistance with the illustrations. 
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LITTLE HOUGHTON 1972-A PARISH FIELD SURVEY 

THE following is an example of the results which can be achieved by a combination of field work 
and documentary research. It is rare to find a historian who will walk across tracts of wet plough
land in winter, and equally few of the farmers and (_)ther persons interested in the countryside 
fully appreciate the significance of a scatter of stone or a curving hedgeline. Thus the two sources 
of evidence are seldom used to full effect, which is a pity, because as will be shown, the combined 
evidence leads to a much more complete result than either source alone. 

The destructive effects of 'development' on the historic landscape and archaeological 
features in towns and villages are very great. Northamptonshire is planned to have double the 
population by the end of the century, by which time the town centres and the village envelopes 
of ancient earthworks and closes will be destroyed. Even in those areas scheduled to remain 
agrarian intensive agricultural methods will take their toll in the erosion of deserted village sites 
and mediaeval field earthworks. 

In order to record as much information as possible abour the historic landscape, a pro
gramme of intensive field surveys has been undertaken. Ultimately, it is hoped to cover the 
whole of Northamptonshire. The surveys operate at three levels. Firstly a careful examination of 
ploughed fields is made for ancient occupation remains which are often marked by stones scattered 
from ploughed buildings, or darker areas accompanied by sherds of pottery. Bronze Age burial 
mounds often reveal themselves as raised mounds of pink soil or circles of dark grass or as crop 
marks. Secondly the mediaeval ridge and furrow is plotted on Ordnance Survey 6"-to-the-mile 
scale maps, the strips being marked schematically (but with the correct orientation) and the furlong 
boundaries marked accurately. The third type of survey is made by plotting shrunken earthworks 
and the surviving ridge and furrow enveloping modern villages. These are plotted on the 1:2500 
scale. All these surveys are supplemented by the use of aerial photographs, care being taken not 
to confuse marks left by modern agriculture with ancient features. More details of the precise 
techniques and results of these surveys are given elsewhere.1 The results for Little Hough ton for 
the first two classes of survey are discussed below. 

Little Houghton is vulnerable from all the usual pressures of housing estates and a threat 
of a by-pass to the south, which will cut many fine fields of ridge and furrow. The meadows to 
the north are currently being destroyed by gravel excavation. However the most serious threat is 
from Greater Northampton which will hustle close round the village on the north and west, 
taking the meadows. Any future south-east expansion of the town will swamp Little Houghton. 

The completed survey showing ancient sites, and the mediaeval and modern landscape is 
given in Fig. I. 

The pre Saxon settlement sites are marked as numbered solid circles. They were all found 
by R. Hollowell of Cogenhoe;2 no new sites were discovered by the present surveys. Many of 
them were in use for more than one archaeological period, hence the occurrence of the site number 
more than once in the list below. In summary the periods of the sites are: 

Flint finds (possibly Neolithic or Bronze Age 
about 3300 - 600 B.C.) 2, 4, 9, 10, 13, 14. 

Iron Age (about 600 B.C. - 50 A.D.) 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 13, 14, 15. 
Roman (about 50 A.D. - 420 A.D.) 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 

The Romano-British site, number 8, is quite remarkable, yielding many remains, such as 

1 D. N. Hall et al, Beds. Arch.]., 3(1966) 1-6, and 
7 (1972) 1-16. Also D. N. Hall, ibid 7(1972) 53-66, 
and D. N. Hall, The Earthworks of Strixton.Joumal 

Northampton Museum 6 (1962), 22-34. 
2 R. Hollowell. Bull. Fed. Northants Arch. Socs. 

6, 1972. 
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PART OF LITTLE HOUGHTON DRAFT INCLOSURE MAP, ABOUT 1829. 

roof tiles, wall plaster, bronze brooches, a bronze bracelet with snake terminals, bronze pins, and 
spindle whorls, in addition to pottery kiln debris and the usual limestone building remains. This 
is the site referred to by Bridges where, in about 1717, a gold coin of Augustus was found.3 

None of these sites has left any permanent remains on the landscape, but aerial photography 
reveals marks representing the ditches of ancient field systems which surround them. 

The principle features illustrated on the plan, Fig. I, are the mediaeval fields. A brief 
explanation of the terminology is given for clarity. 

3 J. Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire, 1791, i. 373. 
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The unit of cultivation was called a land, which was a narrow strip of average area l acre, 
and average dimensions 200 by 8 yards. Soil was ploughed towards the centre of the strip more 
often than the outside, so forming the characteristic ridge-and-furrow. On Fig. I the number of 
lands in each furlong should be multiplied by 4 to give the approximate real number (the small 
scale does not allow each land to be represented individually). 

A group of lands parallel to one another was called a furlong, each of which had a name. 
Edges of furlongs are still visible, even in ploughed fields, as ridges of soil piled up by ancient 
ploughs. 

A group of furlongs was called a field; each parish was divided into two or, most commonly, 
three fields which included all the land except the flooding meadows and the village. From 1650 
and possibly earlier Little Houghton had three fields. One field lay fallow each year, taking each 
in order, so making a two or three year rotation. There were no hedges. 

Fig. I shows the open field system of Little Hough ton at about the end of the 13th century. 
(It should be noted that this plan covers the. area of the modern ecclesiastical and civil parish, the 
northern meadow of Brafield H olme was not part of Little Hough ton until transferred from 
Brafield in 1884.4) 

Various historians5 have demonstrated that c. 1300 A.D. is the end of the great post
Norman economic and agricultural expansion which in most of Midland England had used up 
all marginal land and it seems likely that the open-field system reached its maximum extent at 
this time. At least some of the furlong names of Little Houghton go back as far as the 13th century. 
Two names ('Klyffordehyll and Clackeswell, furlongs 1 and 88) are mentioned in the 13th century.6 

The 1650 Agreement mentions others,? the parish terriers of 17828 mention all the furlong names 
seen in the 1829 draft enclosure map.9 The furlong pattern shown in Fig. I is based largely on 
field work and the evidence of the 1829 map. 

The course of the parish boundary very strongly suggests many of the furlongs were 
already there by the time it was decided, and gives important information on the settlement 
pattern. We may imagine that in early or middle Sax on times there was a pattern of primary 
settlements each controlling large areas of land (c. 3,000 - 10,000 acres), but without precisely 
defined boundaries between them. In the late Saxon period further settlements were made 
between the early ones and it then became necessary to define parish boundaries. If the new 
settlement was made near ploughlands of the primary village, the new parish boundaries may 
well have the characteristic right angle bends (cranks) reflecting the presence of the then encircling 
fields. The cases of Great and Little Houghton are good examples of this. The name Great 
Houghton implies that this was the primary settlement. Significantly the western boundaries of 
Great Houghton and the eastern boundary of Little Houghton are fairly smoo~ lines, no doubt 
set out by walking from one landmark to another in marginal land, long before the furlongs had 
reached there. In marked contrast the western boundary of Little Houghton, separating the two 
vills, weaves an irregular course, going through many right angle turns as it wends its way through 
the furlongs. Both Houghtons are mentioned in Domesday Book. Assuming that the parish 
boundary dates from this time it seems probable that the furlongs between the two settlements 
date from the 11th century or earlier. 

The secondary nature of Little Houghton is further implied in its siting so close to the 
west parish boundary; had it been of similar date the boundary would be expected farther west. 
Also, since Little Hough ton is not sited in the centre of its allotted territory it may be construed 
that the beginning of the settlement pre-dates the beginning of the boundary. When the ,boundary 

. 4 Victoria County History of Northants, iv 266. 
5 B. M. Slicher Van Bath, The Agrarian History 

of Western Europe, AD 500-1850 (1963) 132. A. C. 
Chibnall Sherrington, Fiefs and Fields of a Bucking
hamshire Village 1965, eh. 1. 

6 J. E. B. Gover, A. Mawer, F. M. Stenton, The 
Place Names of Northamptonshire Cambridge, 1933, 
149. 

7 Little Houghton Transcripts, 1650 Agreement. 
Northants Record Office. 

8 Little Houghton Transcripts, Parish terrier 1782. 
Northants Record Office. 

9 Draft Enclosure Map, c. 1829. Northants Record 
Office. 
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was decided it meant pressing hard on the west side of the village or Little Houghton (1689 acres) 
would have had much more territory than Great Houghton (1702 acres). 

The period of mediaeval prosperity lasted from the middle of the twelfth century to about 
the end of the thirteenth. During this time the village would have increased in size and all remain
~ng ~asteland would have been brought under cultivatio?· The furlongs then would appear as 
m F1g. I; the landscape was completely open and all cultivated except for the flooding meadows 
and narrow strips of pasture by the side of brooks. The furlongs were grouped together into three 
large areas called fields. The state of agriculture at this time was: 

Village . . . 39 acres 
Fishponds and Clifford Mill area 9 acres 
Meadow (exclusive of Brafield Holme) 199 acres 
Upland pasture 20 acres 
Roads 64 acres 
Open fields 1358 acres 

Total 1689 acres 
The period of the 14th and part of the 15th centuries was one of economic decline which 

caused a contraction in the size of the village. The humps and bumps now visible on the north
west of Little Houghton represent the former extent of the village up to about 1300. They are 
the sites of houses, and the low banks and shallow ditches mark out the related plots or 'back 
gardens'. 

Immediately northwest of the church is a large earthwork surrounded by a considerable 
ditch; this is almost certainly the site of a fortified manor house. Down the lane to Clifford Mill, 
south of furlong 1, are some fine fishponds, now drained, which also would belong to the manor 
house. Clifford Hill itself may have been the motte of an 'anarchy castle'. During the reign of 
Stephen (1135 - 1154) the central government was weak and many local barons and lords fortified 
their manors or built new castles. With the succession of Henry II (1154 - 1189) the central 
administration became stronger and Henry ordered the destruction of several hundred castles, 
many of them not even finished. Clifford Hill is a fine example with a large ditch; the name can 
be traced back to the 13th century.1° From Fig. I it can be seen that Clifford Hill appears to be 
cut out from furlong number 1 which would date the furlong to pre 1150. 

The plan shows the road system to be somewhat different, and on the whole more logical 
than the modern network, with roads going directly to the nearest villages. The present main 
road follows its ancient course. The road leaving the village to the south, which now peters out 
at the school playing fields, formerly went to Horton, continuing right across the parish. Most of 
it is now obliterated by hedges but an unspoilt stretch still survives southwest of furlong 40, 
where it can be seen as a hollow way between the ridge and furrow of furlongs 29 and 40, and 
furlong 86. 

There was also another road down to the meadows along the Great Hough ton boundary. 
The original road to Cogenhoe branched off from the Clifford Mill road taking a similar course 
to the now disused railway cutting. 

In post-mediaeval times there were various modifications to the open field system. With 
the contraction of the population there was land to spare for other uses. The open field land 
immediately next to the village was inclosed, i.e. hedges were set around plots to make little 
closes. Some of the closes (which we would now call fields) will date from the 15th century, and 
the process was still continuing in 1618.4 The purpose of this inclosure was no doubt to give 
some private area adjacent to the farmsteads. Many of these ancient closes survive today serving _ 
the same purpose for modern farms ; as they are so convenient for a few 'house' cows and sheep 
to graze in they have not been ploughed up, even by arable farmers. This is fortunate because 
these fields have preserved the shrunken village earthworks. 

There was also a contraction in three ways of the open field land actually ploughed. 

10 Little Houghton Glebe Terrier, 1723. Northants Record Office. 
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VIEW OF CLIFFORD HILL AND RED HILL FURLONG, LITTLE HOUGHTON, BY THOMAS EAYRE, c.1720. 
(B.M. Additional MS. 32467 reproduced by kind permission of the trustees of the British Library). 

DRAINED MEDIEVAL FISHPONDS N.E. OF LITTLE HOUGHTON 
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The largest contraction was the gras sing down of furlongs 98 - 106 to rough permanent 
pasture. Wild gorse also sprung up on the waste ground, hence the name the furze given to it. 
Narrow strips (balks) in various furlongs were also laid to permanent grass; these are referred to 
frequently in terriers because they were used as standard reference points. Further strips and 
blocks of strips were put to pasture; these were called leys. By the end of the open field system 
quite an area of grass was formed in this way scattered over the whole of the open ploughland. 
This contraction of the ploughland must have caused a rearrangement of the furlongs in the 
open fields. Certain lands and meadows in Brafield and Little Houghton had shared grazing 
rights, and in 1650 an agreement was drawn up between the two parishes to prevent disputes 
'because of inter commoning of fields and cutting of common Furzs.'7 This document gives more 
detail showing the complexity of the organization of open field agricu!ture, for example, item 2: 

"that the inhabitants and land holders of and in Little Houghton aforesaid shall for ever 
hereafter have and enjoy the common of the Great Meadow by themselves yearly for their great 
cattell and sheep from the time the hay is or ought to be carried until the 8th day of December 
following and from the 8th day of December until Lady (day) following with their sheep only 
and not with great cattell and that the inhabitants and landholders of and in Brafield aforesaid 
shall have for ever hereafter and enjoy the common of the Holme by themselves yearly for their 
great cattell and sheep from . . . . . (dates as above) ..... except of the Milllandes and Millers 
Holme which William Ward his heirs and assigns in liew of his 2 mill horses commons taken in 
the said Holme shall have and enjoy to his and their own use as they are now enjoyed he and they 
severing the same from the said Holme att his and their charge and at a fitt and convenient season 
and that the inhabitants and landholders of Brafield shall have their driftway for their cows to 
and from the Holme down London way and up the narrow (furlong 6) and so by the said watermill 
called Clifford Mill until hatvest be ended so that their cattell do remain there except a flood 
shall happen or some other urgent occasion and that after harvest shall be ended then their catell 
are to pass the mill bank and that the inhabitants and landholders of Brafield shall have the 
liberty from time to time to make a bridge for their carrying of hay out of the said great meadow 
in the usual place as formerly to be used in wett weather or upon the other cases of necessity as 
heretofore they have done . . . ". 

In summary the agreement re-establishes the 'London Way' (the eastern boundary) as 
the parish division and gives meticulous details about the shared rights. 

It is not until the very end of the open field cultivation that we have a glimpse of the total 
system on a contemporary map. In 1828 commissioners were appointed to inclose the common 
fields, i.e. to combine the scattered holdings into larger plots (allotments) and set hedges so 
forming the present-day fields. In order to do this they drew up a draft map9 which has a lot of 
open field information. It is not a strip map because it does not show any strips, nor even the 
furlong boundaries. It does carefully mark all the areas which were permanent grass, which 
happen to be swathes around every furlong, as well as various leys within the furlongs. Although 
the strips are not marked the name of each furlong is written across the direction they lie. Thus 
the information from the present day survey, which gives the exact boundaries, superimposed on 
the draft inclosure map gives a complete view of the Little Houghton open fields in the early 
19th century. Precise details of the number of strips in each furlong and the owners etc. are given 
in the complete parish terrier of 1782.8 Where it is still possible to survey undisturbed ridge and 
furrow, as in little furlong (f 40) then the correspondence is found to be complete i.e. in that there 
are 16 strips measured which is also the number stated in the 1782 terrier. 

An analysis of the 1782 information, with the acreages calculated from the 1829 draft map 
is given below: 

Nether Field 
Middle Field ... 
South Field 
Village and Ancient Inclosure 
The Furze (pasture) 
Meadows 

No. of strips 
828 
982 

1121 

Area Grass (acres) 
82.5 
77.5 

101.9 
157.3 
175.8 
214.3 

Area Arable (acres) 
229.1 
276.6 
311.2 
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The total number of strips (lands and leys) referred to in the 1782 terrier is 3008. No 
details are given for furlongs 6, 26, 90- 105. There were probably about 3500 lands in all. 

The parish was inclosed in 1828/9. The principle owner was William Smyth, who had 
very large allotments surrounded by straight new hedges. The infilling of hedges to make the 
smaller modern fields was done privately and not by the Inclosure Commissioners, for this reason 
they did not have to be the straight 'official' hedges, but could be set around and through the 
furlongs. By making use of existing furrows to form a new ditch less effort was required than by 
cutting across ridges and headlands. Thus the overall hedge pattern of Little Houghton is one of 
large fields hemmed in by existing roads, and straight hedges subdivided into smaller fields by 
some curved and twisted hedges and some straight. The tendency for the modern fields to be 
closely related to the ancient furlongs accounts for the survival of the furlong names. Nearly 
every modern field has a name closely related to one of the names in the appendix. 

Modern agriculture has flattened most of the ridge and furrow except parts of furlongs 
11, 13, 29, 30, 31, 40, 68, 67, 78, 90, 91 and 92 which survive in pasture fields. 

In summary it can be seen that with fieldwork techniques and the use of aerial photographs 
and documents an accurate plan of the mediaeval open field system of Little Houghton can be 
obtained. Estate maps help with areas ploughed out by modern agriculture, and the field surveys 
fill in details of village earthworks in the ancient closes which are not detailed on old maps. All 
the furlong names are known, along with the exact state of grass and arable in the post-mediaeval 
period. From the ancient field patterns conclusions can be drawn about the relative antiquity 
and development of settlements. 

It is expected that this work will prove a useful basis for any further studies concerned 
with Little Houghton pre-inclosure agriculture. 

DAVID N. HALL. 

Appendix-Furlong Names 

The names below are those given on the 1829 Draft Inclosure Map.9 Variants in brackets 
are from a 1782 terrier8 and the numbers refer to the number of strips in each furlong at that 
time. An asterisk indicated that the name is mentioned in the earliest surviving Glebe Terrier 
of 1723.10 No analysis of the names has been attempted-earlier forms are needed. However of 
great interest is furlong 73, Wymersley Bush Furlong, which may well be the meeting site of the 
ancient Hundred Court. 

Furlong Number of Lands 
Nether Field (Bridge Field 1650) 

1 Fish Dams (Fish Dams Corner) ... 8 
2 Gathers Croft Furlong* . . . 27 
3 Clifford Hill Furlong (Clayford Hill 1723*) 84 
4 Billing Bridge Furlong* . . . 17 
5 Ash Hole Leys Furlong* .. . 67 
6 The Narrows 10 
7 Hopwell Willows Furlong 6 
8 Little Furlong (Little Furlong above Hopwells Springs and Furlong 

between Hop wells Springs) 11 
9 Hopwell Furlong .. . 14 

10 Red Hill Furlongs* 40 
11 Brook Hill Furlong 21 
12 Windmill Furlong* 96 
13 Furlong above Row Ditches* 51 
14 Coney Grove Furlong (Coneygree 1723*) 61 
15 East of Windmill Furlong (Shooting against Windmill Furlong and to 

London Way; ten butts to the north) .. . .. . ... ... .. . 40 + 10 
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16 (Butts) (Butts at Mortar Pits) 
17 Hunger Hill Furlong 
18 Belgrave Furlong (Shooting to Hunger Hill) 
19 Catsbrains Furlong 
20 Nether Catsbrains (Nether Catsbrains Joint) 
21 Upper Catsbrains (South Joint of Catsbrains) 
22 Brier Furlong 
23 Northward Furlong (Ten Yard Far Joint) 
24 Upper Furlong (Ten Yard Hither Joint) 
25 Gauls Furlong 
26 Lowe Furlong 
27 Furlong Shooting to Goans (Behind Goans) (Furlong below Goans 

1723) 

Middle Field ( Ridway Field 1650) 

28 Town Furlong 
29 Hogs bush Furlong* 
30 Buzzard Hill Furlong (Bushwell Hill, 1723, 1782) 
31 Water Hill Furlong (Watering Hill) 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 

Church Furlong* ... 
North Furlong (North Joint of Standley Corner*) 
South Furlong (South Joint of Standleys Corner) 
Pear Tree Furlong 
Pear Tree Long (Furlong abutting Furlong above Palmers Thorn*) 
Furlong Shooting to Portway 
--(Furlong at Head of Foxwells Shooting to Palmers Thorn Way*) 
Little Furlong (Above Hogsbush Furlong Shooting to Woodway) ... 
Nether Ridgeway Furlong (Ridgeway Nether Joint)* ... 
Rainbow Roods (Furlong Joining to W oodway Hedges) 
Water Furrows Furlong (Water Furrows Shooting into Woodway; 
and Furlong Shooting to the Upper End of Wood way Hedges) 

44 Upper Ridgeway Furlong (Ridgeway Upper Joint)* ... 
45 [Green Pit Close] (?Little Furlong next Brafield Green) 
46 Furlong South of Damp Slade (Furlong between Hobs craft White and 

Damslade 1723; Furlong between Hops car White and Damslade 1782) 
4 7 Stock Furlong* 
48 Hopscar Furlong (Furlong Sideing by Hopsoar White Way) ... 
49 Coney Ditch Furlong (butts at south) ... 
50 Sharplands Upper Furlong (Sharplands Butting north into Hopscar 

White Way) (Nether Sharplands 1723) ... 
51 Sharp lands Leys (?Sharp lands Butting South Against Miles Bush 

Hedge) 
52 Upper Sharplands* 
53 Little Furlong (Little Furlong at Bottom of Upper Botlow*) 
54 (?Joint in Upper Sharp lands) ... 
55 Little Botlow Furlong (Little Botlow Shooting to Woodway)* 
56 Upper Botlow Furlong* (Upper Botlow Shooting to London Way) ... 

12 
12 
27 

7 
13 
10 
32 
45 
20 
16 

47 

828 

53 
18 
39 
22 

72 
33 
31 

22 
33 
42 
16 
59 
20 

10 + 10 
63 
6 

52 
39 
9 

96 + 20 

18 

19 
21 
8 
4 

86 
61 

982 
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South Field 

57 Miles Bush* 
58 Lambs Cote (Lamcutts Furlong)* 
59 Upper Middle Furlong (Middle Furlong Upper Joint)* 
60 Lower Middle Furlong (Middle Furlong Lower Joint)* 
61 [Leys] (Leys in the Furzs) 
62 Furlong Shooting to Edmunds Headland (?Stone Pit Leys) 
63 Edmunds Hole Furlong (?Shooting to Thomas Colliers Headland) 
64 Furlong Shooting to Drywells (Little Furlong at Bottom of Drywells) 
65 Little Furlong (Little Furlong Butting to Nomans Hedge) 
66 Ell Hedge Furlong (?Shooting to late Bart Coles Upper Headland) ... 
67 Black Furlong (Block)* 
68 Nun Way Furlong (and Between Nunway and Drywells)* 
69 Prentice Gate Furlong 
70 East of Prentice Gate (Furlong Butting North beyond Hangmans 

Hedge Bushes) 
71 Little Nunway Furlong 
72 South of Wymersley Bush (?Furlong South of Great Sandridge) 

[butts at west] 
73 Wymersley Bush Furlong (Wimbleton) ... 
74 Vicarage Furlong (Furlong Shooting to Vicar Headland)* 
75 Hangmans Hedge Furlong (Beyond Hangmans Hedge Bushes) 
76 Great Farm Piece ... 
77 Little Rings 
78 Short J ohns (?Shooting to Marriots Headland) 
79 Long Sandridge Furlong ... 
80 Short Johns Headland Furlong (?Short Sandridge)* 
81 Short Sandridge Furlong ... 
82 Long Hades Furlong (Longheards )* 
83 Water Furrows Furlong ... 
84 Blanket Hedge 
85 Little Farm Piece ... 
86 Woodway Furlong (3 butts at south)* 
87 Little Claxwell (and Shooting N - S to Mr. Maunys Headland and 

Lottgrass) ... 
88 Great Claxwell * 
89 Deadlands Furlong 
90 Townsend Butts 
91 Walworth Gate Piece 

Ancient Inclosure 

92 Nat Fishers Piece (in South Field in 1782) 
93 Morbeys Leys (?March Furlong, Nether Field, 1782) 
94-97 

The Furze 

98-99 
100 Mile Ash Furlong (Dry Leys 1650) 
101 
102 Lambcott Furlong 
103 - 106 

89 
43 
54 
53 
5 

25 
19 
5 
6 

40 
18 
20 + 32 
52 

20 

10+ 11 
11 
47 
19 
76 
33 
41 
29 
33 
33 
39 
18 
11 
32 
47 

20+ 23+18 
22 
67 

1121 

77 
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WHICH WINWICK? 

IN 1202 A.D. Geoffrey Cardon ofWinwick was 
brought before the Northamptonshire Assizes 
charged with extracting excessive tolls from 
carriers crossing his land. He was taking: 

a stick of eels from each cart of eels 
one fresh fish from each cart of fresh fish 
one half salmon from each cart of salmon 

and five herrings from each cart of herrings 
when he should have taken toll only from salt 
carriers at a rate of one measure per cart and 
for this measure he should have given in return 
one loaf. 

These Northamptonshire Assize Rolls were 

edited in 1930 by D. M. Stenton for the Record 
Society. She noted this case and put forward 
the hypothesis that Geoffrey Cardon came from 
the Winwick in Guilsborough Hundred near 
West Haddon and pointed out that this could 
be linked with the diversion of the A5 from the 
line of the Roman road (Watling Street) to 
Kilsby. Dr. Stenton apparently envisaged the 
salters coming from the Cheshire area; for 
example, from Nantwich, along the present A51 
to Lichfield or Tamworth and then taking 
Watling Street for a south-easterly journey. 
Near the present Crick Covert (O.S. grid ref. 
SP 566738) those bound more southward, for 

FOREST 

MAP 1. 



306 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

say Daventry, Banbury and Oxford, would 
turn off the Roman road, through Kilsby, while 
those bound for Northampton and Bedford 
would have gone on heading eastwards through 
Crick and West Had don -along the line of the 
present A428 (see map 1). 

This thesis has a number of features which 
tend to make it unacceptable at least in its 
entirety. In the first place, the present A428 
does not run through Winwick, although the 
salters could have used the road through Y elver-
1oft. The presence of fresh fish in carts coming 
through this Winwick from either the south
east or the north-west conjures up visions of 
carts somewhat faster than might be expected. 
However, Defoe in "A Tour of Great Britain" 
wrote:-

"The W orkington men carry salmon, fresh 
as they take them, up to London upon 
Horses which, changing often, go night and 
day without intermission, and, as they say, 
outgo the Post, for that the fish comes very 
sweet and good to London, where the 
extraordinary price they yield, from 2s. 6d. 
to 4s. per lb., pays very well for the carriage" 

Thirdly, and perhaps most conclusively, is that 
no-one with the surname Cardon is known to 
be associated with Winwick in Guilsborough 
Hundred c.l200. 

An alternative theory may therefore be pro
posed, that the Winwick in the Assize of 1202 
may be the Winwick which is now a parish in 
Huntingdonshire.1 The evidence in favour is 
as follows. Until 1888, 960 acres of the parish 
of this Winwick were considered to be in the 
Polebrook Hundred of Northamptonshire. A 
number of people bearing the name Cardon 
are associated with this Winwick. A William 
Cardon held one knight's fee here in 1166 A.D. 2 

One Peter Cardon subinfeudated his holding in 
this Winwick to a William Cardon in 1227.3 A 
William Cardon was one of twenty-eight jurors 
swearing to the boundaries of Huntingdonshire, 
which pass through this Winwick, as we have 
seen, in 1244 A.D.4 A Peter Cardon of this 
Winwick died in 1259.5 In 1330 one John 
Cardon proved his right to one fish and one 

1 This was first suggested, but without supporting 
evidence, by J. M. Steane in "The Northamptonshire 
Landscape" London, 1974, 137-138. 

2 Red Book of the Exchequer 372. 
3 Feet of Fines, Henry Ill, case 172 file 20. 
4 C.R. I, 193, 209 & Ill, 39. 

gallon of salt from carts so laden passing through 
his demesne, as tribute paid for right of passage, 
because the king's highway between Thurning 
and Hemington was at this point deep, dan
gerous and costly to maintain. 6 

This evidence seems to show that a case 
concerning the second Winwick could well be 
brought before the Northamptonshire Assize, 
that the Cardon family were associated with 
this Winwick from 1166 to 1330 and that they 

· were accustomed to levy toll on salt and fish. 
I must therefore conclude that D. M. Stenton 
was incorrect in ascribing this case to Winwick 
in Guilsborough. This does not cast any doubt 
on the reasons put forward for the diversion of 
the AS from the Roman line, which could well 
have been caused in the manner described. 

There remain certain queries. The last piece 
of evidence cited above indicates that the land 
lay between Thurning and Hemington, but the 
parish of Winwick does not. In the Victoria 
County History (Hunts)7 it is suggested that 
Hemington should be read as Hamerton. This 
makes better topographic sense in that Winwick 
lies between Thurning and Hamerton, but the 
only deep and dangerous place along this road 
is in the parish of Luddington in the Brook 
(O.S. grid ref. TL 094820) and not in Winwick. 
Further, the use of this north-west/south-east 
route would seem to imply carriage between 
Oundle and Huntingdon which would be better 
served by the route along the ridge from Ash ton 
Wold through the Giddings to Coppingford 
and thence through Upton to Ermine Street 
and so to Huntingdon. This would avoid 
Winwick entirely. Also carriage of fresh fish 
between Oundle (on the Nene) and Huntingdon 
(on the Ouse), both one would expect suffi
ciently supplied with fisheries in their rivers 
for local use, is unlikely. 

Cursory inspection of a modern road map 
shows that the current major route through 
Winwick is the B660 from Ramsey to Bedford. 
This immediately fixes attention on the Fenland 
with its medieval fisheries and salt pans and, in 
particular, upon Holme on the edge of the 

5 Gal Close R. 1256-9. 436. 
6 Feu. Aids ii 472 & Plac. Q Warr 526. Bridges 

(vol. ii p. 421) quotes the case in extenso .. 
7 V.C.H. Huntingdonshire, Ill, 121 m footnote 

no. 25. 
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Whittlesey Mere. Three lines of evidence seem 
to produce a coherent story. 

In the first place the Fenland fisheries were 
of great importance in the medieval economy. 
Very interesting descriptions of Whittlesey 
fisheries exist in the Domesday Book and 
Ramsey Abbey records. Moreover, Darby notes 
that the striking feature of Domesday salt pans 
in this area is the great cluster in north-western 
Norfolk around Kings Lynn.8 When we look 

To 
Thrapston & 
Northampton 

Barnwell 

Clopton 

· ............... , 
/ 

// 
/ 

,/ 
NORTHANTS. r·" 
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the stream for washing herrings" is explicitly 
mentioned.11 

It seems reasonable, therefore, to propose 
that the fish and salt passing through Winwick 
in 1202 and 1330 had just come from Holme 
and had originated from the Fenland area 
between Kings Lynn and the Whittlesey Mere, 
but where were they going and what route were 
they taking through Winwick? 

The general south-westerly trend of a line 
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MAP 2. 

at Holme on Whittlesey Mere, we realise that 
it was a fishing port and market town at the 
time in question. The first documented mention 
of the place is 1167 and the church has work of 
this period. 9 In 1279 it had eight burgesses. In 
1314 Holme had a fair on the eve day and 
morrow of St. Giles and "merchants came up 
the river from Kings Lynn especially to the 
king's town of Holme".10 In 1300 "a place by 

8 H. C. Darby The Domesday Geography of Eastern 
England, C.U.P. 135-136 & 369-372. 

8 R.H. 11 650. 

through Holme and Winwick seems to indicate 
a heading for Thrapston, Kettering, Rothwell 
and Market Harborough if a western bias be 
allowed. If a more southerly direction is chosen, 
Kimbolton and Bedford, and on the line itself, 
Wellingborough and Northampton. (See map 
No. 1). All these had markets (e.g. Bedford's 
Charter was granted in 1166, Northampton in 
1189, Kettering in 1227, Higham Ferrers in 

10 Gal Chart R. 1313-17, 241-2 and Gal Close R. 
1314-18, 119. 

11 Gal Inq. iii No. 604. 
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1251, etc.) and would all have been attractive 
mercantile centres between 1202 and 1330 for 
which the salt and fish may have been headed. 
Doubtless a careful study of their records of 
this period, where such survive, would produce 
evidence of fish and salt commodities and 
perhaps even of traders from Holme which 
could indicate the final market; but it seems 
more probable that during the period of 128 
years from 1202 to 1330 the final market may 
have changed more than once. The present 
B660 may then be regarded only a recent 
"fossilization" of the south route from Holme 
via Winwick to Kimbolton and Bedford, and 
no more an indication of the final end than 
isolated documentation of fish, salt of Holme 
traders in such places would be. 

It seems safest, therefore, to assume that all 
three main ends were served; that three routes 
were required, and furthermore, that the point 
of division would have been near Winwick (See 
map No. 1). Such a road junction still exists 

on the western boundary of Winwick (TL 
082806) where Broad Lane leaves Gibbet Lane 
and goes south to join Cockbrook Lane (map 
No. 2). The probability that this represents the 
medieval route is strengthened by the fact that 
for. half a mile adjacent to Thurning parish, 
Gibbet Lane runs in a valley beside a stream 
and would have been "deep and dangerous". 
To the east, in Glatton, on the line of this road 
there was a Salters Way marked on a map of 
1613, while to the west of Twywell on the road 
to Kettering occurs the only other local case of 
a salt carrier's toll that I have noted. In the 
third year of the reign of Edward Ill, Hugh de 
Walmesford was required by writ of quo 
warranto to show cause why he claimed toll of 
salt of all who passed through his demesnes 
with it for sale. I suggest the carriers had come 
from Holme through Winwick and were on 
their way to Kettering and Market Harborough. 

M. D. HOOPER. 

SELF-HELP AT NORTHAMPTON, 1851 

. The Northampton Town & County Freehold Land Society, which was founded in 1848, 
was the direct ancestor of the Anglia Building Society. In-its early days it operated by purchasing 
small estates of land which it sewered and laid out with roads, and then divided into building 
plots which were made available by ballot to the subscribing members. Here, from the Northampton 
Mercury of 18 January 1851, is an account of the Society taking possession of its first two estates, 
adjacent areas now represented by Freehold Street (note the name) and the houses on either side 
of upper Primrose Hill. 

"On Monday last the members of the [Freehold Land] Society held a public soiree and 
meeting at the New Hall, Newland. The object was to celebrate the purchase and take 
possession of their two estates on the Kingsthorpe Road. Between two and three o'clock 
the members and their friends had assembled in pursuance of public notice; and at three 
o'clock a procession left the hall, and headed by an excellent band, proceeded to the 
Kingsthorpe Road. A considerable crowd accompanied the procession, some of the mauvais 
sujets of which behaved very disgracefully, pelting the members with matters more tangible 
than their foul language. When taking possession of "the estates", Mr. Dyer [secretary of 
the Society and master of the British School at Northampton] and (as we were informed) a 
gentleman from London, addressed the shareholders. 

On their return to the hall the members and their friends took tea. The public meeting 
was originally advertised for half-past six, but a subsequent placard having named six 
precisely, many persons were in the hall at that time. The company continued to increase 
for about an hour, and were at intervals amused with vocal and instrumental music." 

A business meeting followed, during which it was revealed that the membership of the 
Society was 152 persons. By contrast, in mid-1975 the Anglia had upwards of 450,000 investment 
accounts. 

V.A.H. 



Banquets: 
Saxonlnns 

offer an 
appetising 

Ousiness 
proposition 

Choose the Saxon for your next 
dinner/ dance or banquet. We can offer 
luxurious facilities for up to 3 5o in our 

self-contained banqueting hall. It's the sure 
way to make every function a success ! 

RESTAURANT 
Open to Non-Residents 

Dine and Dance Fridays and Saturdays 
Excellent and well-stocked Wine Cellar 

CONFERENCE ROOM 
Seats up to 450 

Self-contained hall with latest audio 
and visual equipment 

MONKS CAVE 
Now available for Young 

Persons' Private Functions 

140 BEDROOMS 
All with private bathroom, 

radio and T .V. 

Get into the Saxon habit 

SnoNINN 
LUXURY MOTOR HOTEL 
Silver Street, Town Centre, Northampton 

Tel: Northampton(o6o4) 22441 . Telex: 311I42. 

Kingsthorpe 
Bookshop 

309 

6-8 Harborough Road, Northampton 
Tel: Kingsthorpe (0604 25) 5831 

General and children's books 

Books and pamphlets on 
local history and topography 

Academic books 

Books on art and architecture 

Educational and library suppliers 

Bound Volumes 
OF 

''Northamptonshire 
Past and Present" 

Volume I (1948-1953) 
The six parts bound in red cloth, complete with index 

Price to Members, £2.10; Non-members, £2.50 
(plus postage and packing) 

Volume 11 (1954-1959) 
PRICES AS FOR VOLUME I 

Volume Ill (1960-1965) 
Price to Members, £2.25; Non-members, £2.65 

(plus postage and packing) 

Volume IV (1966-1971) 
Price to Members, £2.50; Non-members, £3.00 

(plus postage and packing) 



GJJalketth Press f!d. 
CJ?rinters 0 Stationers 

21::26 GJJalkeith CJ?lace, !Kettering 

phone 2574 

Printers of this and many other cultural and industrial publications 

~--------8 
The real value ol wheat

the grain with its wheat-genn 
and bran-is all in Weetabix. 
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