
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 
1975 

CONTENTS 
PAGE 

Particulars of the Society ii 

Institutional Members of the Society ii 

Notes and News . . . 153 

Joan Wake. G. !sham 156 

Patrick King writes . . . 160 

The Published Works of J oan Wake. Rosemary Eady 162 

The Origins of the Wake Family: 
The Early History of the Barony of Bourne in Lincolnshire. E. King .. . 167 

Four Deserted Settlements in Northamptonshire. A. E. Brown; C. C. Taylor 178 

The Fourteenth-Century Tile Paving at Higham Ferrers. Elizabeth S. Eames 199 

The Medieval Parks of Northamptonshire. J. M. Steane 211 

Helmdon Wills 1603-1760. E. Parry ... 235 

Justices of the Peace in Northamptonshire 1830-1845. 
Part II. The Work of the County Magistrates. R. W. Shorthouse 243 

The Rise of Industrial Kettering. R. L. Greenall ... 253 

Domestic Service in Northamptonshire-1830-1914. Pamela Horn 267 

King's School, Peterborough. A. Wootton 276 

John Dryden's Titchmarsh Home. Helen Belgion ... 278 

Book Reviews: J. M. Steane, Buildings of England: Northamptonshire 281 
V. A. Hatley, 1873-1973, Mount Pleasant Chapel, Northampton: History 283 
V. A. Hatley, Class Struggle and the Industrial Revolution: Early Industrial 

Capitalism in Three English Towns... 284 
G. Isham, Theatre Unroyal ... 285 
B. A. Holderness, Northants Militia Lists 1777 286 
N. Marlow, The Northamptonshire Landscape: Northamptonshire and the 

Soke of Peterborough 287 
Obituaries: Mrs. Philippa Mary Mendes-Da Costa 289 

Mr. John Waters, R.J. Kitchin .. . 289 

All communications regarding articles in this issue and future issues should be addressed to the 
Honorary Editor, Mr.}. M. Steane, The Grammar School, Kettering 

VoL. V 
Published by the Northamptonshire Record Society 

Price 35p 

PRINTED IN ENGLAND BY DALKEITH PRESS LIMITED, KETTERING, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

No. 3 



211 

THE MEDIEVAL PARKS OF NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE 

JoHN NORDEN in his description of Northamptonshire (1610) was enthusiastic about the country
side "many other things may be said and that not unnecessarylye touching the further comodious 
situation of this shire not only in regarde ofprofitt but also of Pleasure ... Deare Red and Fallowe, 
both in Parks, Fforests and chases are so plentifull as noe one shire yeeldeth like" .1 

A century later John Morton was writing his Natural H£story and noticed "as to the Parks 
'tis observed there are more in Northamptonshire than in any other County in England ... 

Tho' some of the Northamptonshire Parks, and particularly some of those that bear that Name 
in the older Maps of the County are now disused and retain only the Name; yet the Number is 
rather enlarged than diminished; many other Places having lately been imparked, and very finely 
stocked with deer".2 When we look at an Elizabethan map of the county, Christopher Saxton's 
County Atlas, published in 1579, the landscape is dotted with little circular and oval shapes 
surrounded by paled fences indicating that Tudor Northamptonshire had twenty parks.3 This 
number had increased to twenty-seven marked in on Speed's map of 1610. Over the longer period 
from the Norman Conquest to the Reformation, as this paper will show, there is evidence for 
the existence at one time or another of about fifty parks (Fig. 1). 

The Park was a distinctive feature of the medieval landscape from the 12th century 
onwards.4 The word, as Crawford pointed out, originally meant 'enclosure'; being derived from 
the Old English "pearruc", 'pearroc', a diminutive form of an old English substantive, spar, a 
beam. 'Pearroc' became Paddock and the word 'park' is a French form of spelling.5 Parks in the 
middle ages were not primarily pleasure parks for hunting, they were enclosures for storing live 
meat in the form of deer and cattle, and they were reservoirs of timber for building purposes and 
fuel. They had to have some form of bank or fence surrounding them to keep the deer and other 
animals from straying. The Crown was the greatest owner of parks, and after the king, many 
bishops and abbots and greater lords had ambitions to have them. Since all deer belonged to the 
king special license had to be obtained for enclosing a park, but it is clear that many parks were 
made without such permission. Individual lords who made a park near or within the king's forests 
were well advised to seek his permission and this probably accounts for the large number of 
licenses recorded in the Patent and Close Rolls for Northamptonshire Parks.6 They were only 
granted if the king was convinced that no damage would result to his lands and rights. Further 
conditions had to be satisfied; that there was sufficient uncultivated land or waste available and 
that there were no overriding customary rights attached to the land to be enclosed (Fig. 4). 

The range of size of medieval parks was very great. The Royal Park of Clarendon was 
3 miles in diameter, the bishop's park at Waltham, Hants was 2 miles by 1 mile. In Northampton
shire the records show that the parks were much smaller. The park of the king's clerk, Waiter de 
Langton at Ashley, was only 12 acres to begin with and this was enlarged 2 years later by the 
addition of 2 acres of wood purchased of Guy de Waterville. 7 Simon de Drayton's original license 
allowed him to crenellate his dwelling house of Drayton and to impark 30 acres. Two years later 

1 John Norden Speculum Britanniae Pars Altera or 
a Delineation of Northamptonshire, 1610, published 
1720. 

2 John Morton The Natural History of Northamp
tonshire, London, 1712, p. 12. 

3 British Museum Maps c 7 c I. 
4 See the list of references given by L. M. Cantor, 

in his article on the Medieval Parks of Leicestershire, 
Leicestershire Arch. and Hist. Soc. XL VI 1970-71, 

pp. 9-24. Also E. P. Shirley Some account of English 
Deer Parks, London, 1867, esp. pp. 147-153. 

6 0. G. S. Crawford Archaeology in the Field, 
London, 1953, p. 191. 

6 Virtually the whole of the county was royal forest 
in the early middle ages. See J. M. Steane- 'The 
Forests of Northamptonshire in the Early Middle 
Ages' N. P. & P. V, 1 1973 pp. 7-17. 

7 Gal Pat R. 1281-92, p. 388, Bridges ii 272. 
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he was allowed to add 3 plots in Rockingham Forest containing a further 62 acres and another 
plot of 20 acres outside the forest contiguous to the other plots. This gave him a park extending 
from "Plumwell to la Snape and from Gotesle to Lound".8 John Trussel in 1404 however was 
granted the right to imp ark 300 acres of land, meadow, pasture and wood in Gayton called "La 
Hay". 9 The original grant to Sir John Spencer to begin his park at Althorp specified 300 acres 
of land, 100 acres of wood and 40 acres of water.10 

Licenses to impark at times mention the terms of the grant and it is clear that the privilege 
was highly valued. In 1198 Roger de Torpel paid 100 shillings for enclosing his woods of Torpel, 
La Rage, Ravensland and Cricklecroft, and making a park for himself and his heirs. This was not 
a large park for in the description of the manor taken on the death of Edmund Earl of Kent it is 

8 Gal Pat R. 1327-30, p. 319, 1327-30, p. 530. 
9 Gal Charter R. 1341-1417, p. 424. 

10 Letters and Papers, Foreign & Domestic, Henry 
VIII. I, i 1509-13, p. 684. 
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said to be of small extent, of 60 acres.11 William de Albany owed one Norwegian hawk and two 
p~lfreys for license to enclose his park at Stoke.12 More often however a license to impark was 
gtven to reward services, past and future. Among those expected of Thomas Engaine, knight and 
lord of the Manors of Blatherwyke and Laxton who held an enclosed park of 12 acres was service 
by sergeanty and "of finding running dogs at his own costs to destroy wolves, foxes, cats (mireligos, 
catos) and other vermin in the counties of Northampton etc .... as well within the parks as 
without" .13 Enquiries into illegal parking were set up from time to time as when Waiter de Preston 
and William de Insula were ordered to view and measure "assarts and to throw down dykes of 
those assarts and parks which have been recently enclosed and are without royal license in that 
county" .14 

In order to retain the deer and the other animals within the park it had to be completely 
and securely enclosed. This was done by an internal ditch, a substantial earthen bank or linear 
mound topped by a wooden pale, quickset hedge or more rarely by a stone wall. Undoubtedly 
the problem of maintaining an effective barrier was the chief expense of a park. Licenses frequently 
mention it. Roger de Clifford, forest justiciar this side of the Trent was ordered by the king to 
allow John St. John 20 cartloads of underwood ( viginti carettatos subbusci) to enclose his park at 
Potterspury.15 A full description of the engineering works necessary in creating a park is given 
when Edward Ill granted license to his Queen Philippa to make a park in the bailiwick of Brig
stock within Rockingham Forest. He appointed Waiter de Wyght, king's yeoman, keeper of the 
park, "to have the enclosure finished, make dykes there and deer leaps (saltus) and lodges (lugeas) 
to have the palings of the park repaired with the timber of the park . . . and to make trenches 
(? clearings) in the park, taking care that the wood cut down in such trenches be sold or made 
into charcoal as shall be most to the queen's profit; also to hire carpenters and other workmen 
required for the works and take carriage for the timber and other necessary things as was 
ordained" .16 

The history of the royal parks which is well documented, at least from the 13th century 
onwards, describes the running battle which the pa:k keepers were involved in to keep up the 
proper maintenance of the park enclosures. The kmg's park at Moulton, two miles north of 
Northampton was enclosed as early as the reign of Henry II. The sheriffs of Northampton were 
ordered not to distrain the lord abbot of Peterborough to enclose the royal park otherwise than 
had been customary in the reigns of Henry II, Richard I and J ohn.17 Evidently the task of enclosing 
the park at Moulton was shared from an early date by surrounding townships. The sheriff was 
ordered to distrain those in his bailiwick who anciently and of right had to enclose the park "quin 
predictus parcus cumfestinacione bene claudatur".18 In 1276 the men of Roger ofFurneus in Raunds, 
of Henry le Scot and Ralph de Normanvill in Cotes, of Oliver Bydun and Simon de Cotes in 
Little Cotes and of Richard Trayley and Robert Punteney in Ringstead were arraigned before 
the hundred Court for neglecting for the last 16 years to repair their share.l9 It is clear that the 
king himself had part of the wall to maintain since in 1328 the sheriff of Northampton was ordered 
to take with him some of the men of his bailiwick to survey the wall of the king's park of North
ampton and to cause the defects that ought to be repaired by the king to be repaired by their view 
and testimony. 20 During the term of office of Sir Nicholas Lilling in 1393, the walls were thoroughly 
repaired. Two carts were employed for carrying stones to the faulty places, and at lOd. a day 
cost 30s. for 36 days, and 4 masons with 3 assistants were employed for 45 days. By the 16th 
century stones with names of townships inscribed upon them were built into stretches of the walls, 
"the same townes engraven upon the same stones have pay de their yerely rent towards the mendyng 
of the same walls". Some of these survive in the circuit of the park today. Despite these efforts 
it was stated in 1560 that the park was inclosed with a wall so low "that neither deer nor other 

11 V.C.H. Northants. ii, 534. 
12 P.R.S.N.S. 14, 240. 
13 Gal I.P.M. XII Ed. III p. 115. 
u Gal Pat R. 1225-1232, p. 252. 
15 Gal CloseR. 1268-1272, p. 526. 
16 Gal Pat R. 1348-50, p. 552. 
17 Gal CloseR. 1227-31, p. 19. 

18 Gal Close R. 1247-51, p. 58, and Gal Close R. 
1253-4, p. 82. 

19 V.C.H. Northants. iv. 94. 
2° Cited in E. F. Leach 'The King's Park at North

ampton' Northants . Natural History and Field Club 
XIV No. 114 June 1908, pp. 217-226. 
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beasts can be kept there" and in many parts the wall "lyeth wyde open, the dere thereof daylye 
and nightlye go oute and fede of the corne and grasse growinge in the feildes nexte abowte 
adioyninge". 

Evidently forced labour was employed to fence the king's parks. In 1339 two parts of the 
park of King's Cliffe were enclosed by the tenants of King's Cliffe and Woodnewton who peti
tioned next year that this should not be taken as a precedent. In the next reign however, carpenters 
and other workmen were 'arrested' to fence Queen Anne's park at Cliffe. 21 Paling on this scale 
required a great deal of timber. In 1531 Sir John Mordaunt, surveyor general of the woods and 
forests, was required to write to "the officers of our forest of Sawcey and of our park of Moulton", 
commanding them to deliver to John Hartwell esq. and Richard Wale, gent; "such and as many 
oaks, convenable for Posts and Rayles and the lops, tops and Bark of the same", as shall be 
"sufficient for enlarging the park at Hartwell, and making a new lodge there". 22 If the job was 
done using timber paling it had to be repaired again and again. John, son and heir of John, son 
of John, son of Alan was granted license to re-enclose his park of Wicken (in Whittlewood forest) 
because the said park, formerly held by John, son of Alan was from time immemorial enclosed 
until Isabella, mother of the first named John who held the same in dower, allowed the paling to 
fall into decay. 23 The fences of parks which were enlarged by Henry VIII caused an extravagant 
waste of timber. Taverner complained of this in 1583 and in 1590 as the repair of park pales 
"doth yearly consume more than half as much timber as all other things". 24 

Once enclosed the park had to be stocked and here the king was in a unique position to be 
able to help since he was considered to own all deer roaming in the forests. Again the Close Rolls 
record grants of deer to lords for stocking their parks. William de Ferrers Earl of Derby was 
granted 15 does and 5 bucks to stock his park at Higham by gift of the king.25 John de Neville 
was given orders to provide William de Cantilupe with 8 does and 2 bucks from Rockingham 
Forest to stock his park at Harringworth. Gilbert de Millers when starting his park at Overston 
in 1255 was given 10 live does (decem damas vivas) from the forest of Salcey. Similarly Radulph 
de Cameys was granted 9 does and 4 bucks from the king's forest of King's Cliffe to stock his 
park at Torpel.26 

Deer could also be attracted into the park from outside provided that there was a deer leap 
by which they could gain access. These consisted of a gap in the earthen bank matched by a pit 
or hollow inside the park boundary. They were designed to allow the deer to run up the ramp 
and jump into the park, but they could not do the reverse trip. 27 Only a few licenses to impark 
were endowed with the right of constructing deer leaps, since such contrivances were a steady 
one-way drain on deer from the royal forest. It is sometimes specified that there should be no 
deer leap. Simon de Montfort for instance, was allowed to enclose his wood at Shipley (in Kel
marsh) and make a park thereof without a deer leap. 28 A similar proviso was enforced on Simon 
Simeon when given his license to impark his wood of Grafton in Rockingham Forest, "provided 
that he make no deer-leap therein".29 The reason is made clear in the grant of a park to Ingram 
de Fednes at Gayton, "provided that it is so enclosed that the king's deer cannot enter therein".30 
John Earl of Hunting don however was allowed to construct two deer leaps for his park at 
Fotheringhay.31 William de Ferrers had one in his park at Potterspury32 and the privilege of a 
deer leap might be added many years after the foundation of the park as happened at Harring
worth.33 

The parks had a distinctive part to play in the economy of the court in the middle ages. 
Orders were sent out at intervals by the king to his park keepers to provide the court with venison, 

21 V.C.H. Northants. II 581. 
! 2 G. Baker, History I pp. 52-3. 
23 Gal Pat R. 1281-92, p. 382. 
24 Pettit Royal Forests, p. 102. 
za Gal Close R. 1249, p. 242. 
26 Harringworth Gal CloseR. 1234-7, p. 43, Over

ston Gal CloseR. 1254-6, p . 146, Torpel Gal Close R. 
1268-72, p. 323. 

27 A good example of a deer leap surviving is at 
Boughton park (SP 903818). 

28 Gal Charter R. 1226-1257, p. 460. 
29 Gal Pat R. 1348-50, p. 57. 
30 Gal Charter R. 1257-1300, p. 14. 
31 Gal CloseR. 1227-31, p. 284. 
32 Gal CloseR. 1227-31, p. 346. 
aa J. Bridges History ii, 316. 
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particularly at the times of the great feasts at religious festivals. Henry Ill ordered Robert de 
Maris, the custodian of the King's park at Moulton (Northampton) to take 20 does and deliver 
them to the sheriff of Northampton to be carried to Westminster for the feast of St. Edward.a4 
A year or so later 100 does were sent from the king's park and the royal forest to be salted and 
carted to Westminster to prepare for the feast of St. Edward. 35 

It would be unrealistic to imagine that parks were simply for deer. They were also enclosed 
areas for pasturing cattle. The sheriff of Northampton in 1229 was told to turn out of Moulton 
Park all the beasts except those belonging to the king, keeping enough pasture to fatten the oxen 
and the beasts for the royal household in winter. Another park where cattle were kept was at 
Great Doddington. Here Robert Chaumpaigne in 1317 complained that his house had been 
besieged by William de Thurleby, Roger Page and others. They had entered his close there, cut 
down his trees, broken his park there by night, seized cattle impounded by him and his servants 
and led them away. Sometimes the men of a neighbouring vill to a park had rights of pasturing 
cattle within it. John Byset, forest justiciar was told to allow the men of Silverstone to have herbage 
in the park and to keep stock. 36 As the crown looked for supplementary sources of revenue in the 
later middle ages we find that the herbage and pannage within parks was at times farmed out. 
Edward Ill confirmed a grant in 1373 to Waiter Wright of pannage, herbage, dead wood, brush
wood, bullrushes and fallen branches within the parks of Brigstock and Geddington at £10 per 
annum. A century later the keeping of the herbage and pannage of the parks of Brigstock and 
King's Cliffe was leased out for 20 years, "rendering yearly by equal portions at Easter and 
Michaelmas £4 for the herbage and pannage of the said lawn, 12 marks for the herbage and 
pannage of the park of Brigstock, and 26s.8d. for King's Cliffe park. 37 In 1406 Henry IV leased 
the herbage and pannage of Higham Ferrers park to Thomas Beston and the parker was charged 
to provide him with the key of the gate of the park that he might have free entry with his cattle. 38 

Most of the parks in Northamptonshire were enclosed within the bounds of the forest and 
it is not surprising to find that their timber reserves were an important factor in their economic 
life. Gifts of trees, particularly oaks, figure frequently in the records of the royal parks. Geoffrey 
de Langel, forest justiciar, was ordered to provide the prior of Lenton with five oaks for timber 
from the royal park of Brigstock taking it from where it would cause least harm (ubi ad minus 
detrimentum eiusdem parci).39 The king's park of Handley provided Thomas de Turbeville with 
10 oaks and the Friars Preachers of Northampton with 6 oaks.40 The Prior of Luffield similarly 
was given 10 oaks from the royal park of Handley to build the roof of the monastic church (ad 
maeremium ad cumulum ecclesie sue de Lu.ffield).41 The royal park at King's Cliffe was the source 
for the timber used in building a chapel at Casterton. Adam de Casterton was allowed 5 good 
oaks in the park for this purpose. 42 Constant inroads were made on timber resources in the parks 
for repairing the royal houses and other works nearby. The keeper of the royal fishponds at King's 
Cliffe was supplied with 4 oaks in the park to repair his ponds. 43 Geoffrey de Langel, forest 
justiciar, handed over to the sheriff of Northampton 10 oaks with their loppings from the park 
for the repair of the king's houses at Brigstock.44 The keeper of the park of Handley was ordered 
to provide the sheriff of Northampton with 3 oaks for finishing the kitchen of the royal house 
at Silverston.45 

In the complex hierarchy of the officials of the administration of the royal forests keepers 
of parks had their place. A Simon 'Parcarius' or 'de Parco' occurs between 1203 and 1214 as 
holding land in Moulton. In 1251 Robert Basset, then Sheriff was appointed keeper in the place 
of Robert de Mares, the office in 1261 being conferred on Alan La Zouche.46 It seems that the 
keepership of the park at Northampton normally went with the castle and the county. Elias de 

34 Gal CloseR. 1247-51, p. 248. 
35 Gal Close R. 1254-6, p. 245. 
36 Moulton Gal Close R. 1227-31, p. 240, Great 

Doddington, Gal Pat R. 1313-17, p. 685, Silverstone 
Gal Close R. 1237-42, p. 260. 

57 Gal FineR. 1461-1471, pp. 46-7. 
38 V.C.H. Northants. iii, p. 280. 
39 Gal CloseR. 1247-1251, p. 259. 

40 Gal Close R. 1264-8, pp. 159, 160. 
41 Gal Close R. 1254-6, p. 106. 
u Gal Close R. 1264-8, p. 192. 
43 Gal Close R. 1264-8, p. 330. 
u Gal CloseR. 1247-51, p. 510. 
45 Gal CloseR. 1268-72, p. 349. 
46 V.C.H. Northants. IV, p. 94. 
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Tyngewick was both keeper of the forest of Salcey and of the park of Handley.47 We find him 
having to accept the orders of the royal justiciar of the forests this side of Trent. The keepers of 
the ducal park at Higham lived in some state. A moated enclosure which still exists is thought to 
have been near the site of the Great Lodge which was described in the 15th century as consisting 
of a hall, chapel, chamber, kitchen, brewhouse, and bakehouse. There were also a dovecot and 
two fishponds. 48 Towards the end of the middle ages the keepership of parks was often granted 
by the crown in return for services rendered. Edward Vavasour and Thomas Rouse were made 
keepers of the park of Overston "in consideration of their services to the King's (Henry VIII's) 
grandmother.49 The keepership of the park of King's Cliffe was granted in 1517 to David Cecil, 
sergeant-at-arms, and Richard Cecil, page-of-the-chamber, in survivorship. 50 The keepership of 
the Abbot of Peterborough's park at Eyebury was earned in a strange way. If brother Richard 
Harleton, the prior is to be believed, "The abbott is defamed with Parker's wife of Eyebury, 
whom this prior advised him to send away, and yet he did not, and to her husband the abbot 
granted the office of his park for the term of his life". 51 

One of the main problems keepers of parks had to contend with was the perennial poaching. 
The identification of the offenders was not always clear. Persons unnamed entered the park of 
John de Hastings at Yardley, hunted therein and carried away deer and hares in the park, chase 
and warren, and cut down and carried away trees in the copse. 52 In other cases the nature of the 
crime is not specified. William, son of Waiter de Horton was arrested and imprisoned at North
ampton until the next arrival of the forest justices, "pro transgressione parci regis". 53 Simon de 
Ardeme was pardoned for his 'transgressions' in Northampton park but evidently these were 
illegal hunting (venacione) and park-breaking (fractura parci).54 The brothers of the Hospital of 
St. John of Jerusalem were not above indulging in coursing with greyhounds without license and 
they were accused of taking a hind in the park at Blakesley.55 John Waryn of Yardley, canon of 
Ravenstone priory (Bucks), was another hunting eccleciastic. He was indicted before Henry Green 
and other justices of having broken the park of Waiter de Manny at Overston. His operations 
were on a large scale. He was accused of hunting therein and of having taken 30 bucks and 20 does 
with nets and engines and carried them away, and of having fished in the free fishery of Waiter 
and carried away fish. He confessed, was imprisoned but was subsequently pardoned. 56 We are 
reminded of Chaucer's monk:-

Therfore he was a prickasour aright 
Grehoundes he hadde as swift as fowel in flight 
Of prikyng and of huntying for the hare 
Was al his lust, for no cost wolde he spare. 

One of the most interesting poaching cases comes from Henry VII's reign when there 
was a clash of interests between the keepers of the "Lytell pke of Brykstok" and Sir Thomas 
Cheyne and the keepers of Drayton Park. As will be seen the two parks lay next to one another 
and Sir Thomas was accused of beguiling the king's deer out of the Little Park into Drayton Park. 
The royal keepers complained that the "sayde pale made by the sayde Sir Thomas Cheyne was 
no suffycient pale for the pale was so lowe that the keepers of drayton prke myght stande and dyd 
climb uppon the toppe of the dyke ofDrayton pke and shoot on the sayde pale in the sayde Lytell 
pke and kylled the kynges deer being ffeding in the sayde Lytell parke". The solution was that 
Lord Mordaunt caused a "nomber of oks to be ffellyd in Grafton Chase and Grafton pke and in 
other places within the boundes of Grafton for the newe amendynge of the sayde pale and hedges 
and thereuppon tooke down the other pale and made a newe pale of greatter lengthe". 57 

It is noteworthy that most of the early medieval parks in Northamptonshire were situated 
on the edge of the cultivated land and their boundaries are frequently coterminous with those of 

47 Gal Close R. 1264-8, pp. 159-60. 
48 V.C.H. Northants. iii, pp. 279-80. 
49 Letters & Papers of Henry VIII, I part I, p. 453. 
50 V.C.H. Northants. ii p. 582. 
51 Visitations of Religious Houses Vol. Ill. Lincoln 

Record Society 21 (1929) p. 287. 

52 Gal Pat R. 1301-7, p. 540. 
53 Gal Close R. 1256-9, p. 41. 
54 Gal Close R. 1264-8, p. 28. 
55 P.R.S.N.S. 22, p. 138. 
56 Gal Pat R. 1358-61, p. 51. 
57 N.R.O. SS 3241. 
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the parish. They are well away from main centres ~f settlement and are sharply distinguished 
from Tudor and Stuart parks which were so often. designed to set off a large house. An interesting 
group of such parks is to be found north of Kettermg; t~ey comprise the King's park of Brigstock, 
first mentioned in the 12th century and the Queen's Little park of Brigstock. Adjoining these are 
Grafton Underwood Park begun by Simon Simeon in 1348 and Drayton Old Park, Simon de 
Drayton's foundation of 1328. All four parks are carved out of the forest on the edge of the culti
vated areas surrounding the villages of Brigstock, Sudborough and Grafton Underwood (Fig. 2). 
Their boundaries are for several miles those of the parishes. None are very near the medieval 
manors they take their names from. A similar group is found in the south of the county. Grafton 
Regis Park, part medieval and extended by Henry VIII, Potterspury Park dating from 1230 
and Plumpton Park founded by Richard Damory in 1328 all share common boundaries and all are 
on the edge of the arable fields which surrounded the villages of Paulerspury, Yardley Gobion 
and Grafton Regis (Fig. 3). 
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Regis 

I GRAFTON PARK 

2 PLUM PARK 

3 POTTERSPURY PARK 

• • • •• Parish Boundaries 

FIG. 3 GROUP OF MEDIEVAL PARKS BETWEEN GRAFTON REGIS AND PAULERSPURY. 

A different tendency is noticeable towards the end of the middle ages. To an increasing 
degree new parks are made or enlarged at the expense of formerly cultivated land, and most of 
the Tudor parks were meant to set off grandiose houses. Such was Althorp, begun in 1512 by 
John Spencer, who received permission to impark 300 acres of land, lOO acres of wood, and 40 
acres of waste in "Old Thorpe" and in Great Brington. Richard Whitehill similarly imparked at 
Bought on in 14 73 at the expense of the land formerly cultivated round a deserted medieval village. 
Richard Empson began his park at Easton Neston in 1498 by taking 400 acres of land and 30 acres 
of wood in the towns, fields and parishes of Easton Neston and Hulcote. In 1540 Sir Thomas 
Tresham took in 120 acres of wood, 250 acres of pasture and 50 acres of meadow in Lyveden 
where there had been a deserted medieval village.* In each case there arose within the park a 
considerable mansion house. As Morton remarked in 1712 "And they all lie at a small convenient 
Distance from the Houses of Noblemen and Gentlemen; whereas some of the old ones that have 
been disparked, were remote". t 
* For references for the last two paragraphs see gazeteer which follows. 
t J. Morton The Natural History of Northamptonshire, London, 1712, p. 12. 
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ALTHORP 
License was granted in 1512 to Sir John Spencer, then John Spencer, to impark 300 acres of land, 
100 acres of wood and 40 acres of waste in "Old Thorpe", with free warren there, and in Great 
Brington (L. & P. For. & Dom. Henry VIII 1. part 1, 1509-13, p. 684). M. E. Finch mentions 
the series of minute purchases and exchanges made in the second half of the 16th century to 
expand the park (M. E. Finch, Wealth of Five Northamptonshire Families, Northants. Record Soc. 
XIX, 1956, p. 61). A series of datestones recording successive tree plantings were made in the 
16th and 17th centuries (Datestones in Althorp Park, Northants. N. & Q. NS Ill (1910-11) 
pp. 65-76. Althorp was visited by John Evelyn in 1675 and 1688. He describes it as 'very finely 
watered, and fl.anqued with stately woods and groves', and 'the park walled in with hewn stone, 
planted with rows and walles of trees, canals and fishponds, and stored with game'. The park was 
considerably enlarged by Charles Earl of Sunderland, 1729-33 (Shirley, p. 150). 

ASHLEY 
Waiter de Langton, king's clerk, had license to enclose and impark his wood of Asshele and 12 
acres of land adjoining thereto within the metes of the forest (Gal Pat R. 1281-92, p. 388). Bridges 
(ii 272) said that Waiter two years afterwards obtained license to enlarge his park with the addition 
of 2 acres of wood purchased from Guy de Waterville. 

BIGGIN 
Biggin was a grange or manor of Peterborough Abbey. A list of rights of the Abbey, compiled in 
1321 after the death of Abbot Godfrey, mentions a park ( V.C.H. Northants. iii, 90). It had been 
claimed by the Earl of Gloucester in 1292 but adjudged to be the property of the Abbey; a 
grant of free warren and a deer leap 20 feet in length were acquired at the end of the reign of 
Edward I (N. & Q. iii NS p. 26). The fence of the park can readily be traced alongside the road 
from Oundle to Benefield in the spinney and so across the park behind the house. 
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BLAKESLEY 
The brothers of the hospital of St. John of Jerusalem were accused in 1207 of having greyhounds 
(leporarios) without license of the king and they took a red deer (unam bussam) in the park of 
Blaculuesl (P.R.S. NS 22, 138). 

BLATHERWYCKE 
Bridges (ii, 275) mentions that Henry Engayne in the 54th year of Henry Ill obtained license to 
impark 10 acres of land within the bounds of Rockingham Forest. A 14th century extent of 
Blatherwycke included a wood called 'Le Hallestede', an enclosed park of 12 acres, yearly rents of 
lOOs in Blatherwycke, etc. (Gal I.P.M. xii Ed. Ill, p. 115). 

BOUGHTON 
Richard Whitehill obtained a grant of free warren in the manor of Boughton with license to 
inclose a park and embattle a manor house in 1473. (Gal Pat R. 1467-77 p. 292). The site was 
that of a deserted medieval village (see Hurst, Allison and Beresford p. 35). The ridge and furrow 
of the medieval cultivation can be traced under the trees of the park. The Montagus were enlarging 
the park in the 17th century. Charles I allowed Edward, Lord Montagu, to transfer 100 acres to 
the park. (Bridges ii, 353). The park in 1715 is seen in N.R.O. map 2834 and N.R.O. map 3006a 
shows that the boundaries had hardly changed by 1808. There is a fine internal ditch to the stone 
and brick wall to the north facing Geddington. 

BRIGSTOCK (Fig. 2) 
The earliest reference to a park at Brigstock is in 1228 when oaks were granted by the king to 
William D' Aubigny 'extra parcum de Geytinton et parcum de Brikestoc' (Gal Close R. 1227-31, 
p. 15) and there seems to have been a close connection between the park and the royal hunting 
lodge at Brigstock. Oaks were given to Geoffrey de Langel to repair the king's houses and fish
ponds at Brigstock (Gal CloseR. 1247-51, pp. 510, 410). Further timber was given to the Priory 
of Lenton (Gal CloseR. 1247-51, p. 282), and to John Lovel (Gal CloseR. 1268-72, p. 310). In 
the 14th century Edward Ill granted license to his Queen Philippa to make a park with enclosure, 
dykes, deer leaps, lodges and trenches (Gal Pat R. 1348-50, p. 552). This was the origin of the 
Queen's or Little Park of Brigstock and it lay to the south of the King's or Great Park. 

Offences against the forest law are recorded as taking place within Brigstock park. "A 
certain soar was struck with a certain arrow in the park at Brigstock". (Select Pleas of the Forest, 
Selden Soc. 13, 1899, p. 27-8). Hugh Swartgar and Henry Tuke of Brigstock, "being suspected 
of nets placed in the park of Brigstock for taking hares", were ordered to be arrested but fled. 
(Select Pleas op cit p. 29). The parks were apparently deep in Rockingham forest for Edward Ill 
granted 60 acres of wood "North of his park at Brigstock" (Gal Pat R. 20 Ed. Ill, p. 74). 

We have already noticed that herbage and pannage within Brigstock park was farmed out 
late in the middle ages (p.215). William Brasiers' map of 1728 (N.R.O. map 3111) shows the 
boundaries of the park. A walk round these shows in places substantial traces of earthworks. They 
include a long linear mound in Splash Meadow which runs parallel with the hedgeline marking 
the bounds of the park (East of Park Farm at SP 929847). The next field was called "The Lawn" 
on the Brasier map and the next to the south, Ald Dykes. Here is a well preserved linear mound 
and slight traces of an internal ditch. The road between Brigstock and Grafton divides the Great 
from the Little Parks. On the east edge of Park Gate Close and Saw Tree Coppice are massive 
banks. The south-east and south-west limits of the park run along the parish boundaries and 
border on two other medieval parks, Drayton and Grafton. The western boundary of the Great 
Park runs north from Old Mead Wood towards Geddington Chase and is marked by a long linear 
bank and internal ditch with a number of ancient oaks growing on the mound at SP 912830. 

COLLYWESTON 

No park is menti?ned her~ ~til in the latter. part of the reign of Edward IV and it was probably 
not enclosed until the bmldmg of the mansiOn house of Collyweston in the 15th century. It is 
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mentioned at the end of the reign ofEdward IV before it came into the possession of Lady Margaret 
Beaufort ( V.G.H. Northants. ii, 553). 

DODFORD 

Bridges i, 50, mentions "there was formerly a park including thirty acres of wood ... but the 
ground hath long since been applied to other uses". William de Keynes who succeeded to the 
lordship in the sixth year of Henry Ill "made a warren and inclosed a park in Dodford, which 
by inquisition were found to be·an infringement on the rights of the King's Manor of Fawsley". 
In Edward Ill's reign the size of the park of John de Keynes was said to be 50 acres (Gal I.P.M. 
Ed. Ill XII, 49-50). 

DRAYTON (Fig. 2, Plates 1, 2) 

The modern Drayton Park surrounds Drayton House. Half a mile to the north lies the site of the 
medieval Drayton Old Park. Its origin is in 1328 when Simon de Drayton was given license by 
the Crown 'to crenellate his dwelling house of Drayton, and to impark 30 acres in the manor of 
Drayton and to hold the premises in fee simple (Gal Pat R. 1327-30, p. 319). Two early 18th 
century maps in the Northants. R.O. (maps 1402, 1403) show Drayton Old Park and a circular 
enclosure within it marked Round Lound Woods. Dr. G. F. Peterken of Monks Wood Nature 
Conservancy Station has suggested that this may be the original enclosure of Simon de Drayton's 
first park. Tracing the boundaries of Round Lown Wood (modern spelling) one notices at SP 
955815 a linear mound with external and internal ditch running round the western side of the 
wood. The Lowick-Sudborough parish boundary follows this side of the wood. It seems to have 
been enlarged a little to the north and east, since its present edges are outside the double ditch 
marked on the N.R.O. maps. The present wood covers only two-thirds of the more northerly 
part of the area, enclosed by a double ditch. This double ditch has been ploughed out between 
Round Lown Wood and New Lodge. Simon enlarged his park since he was given license to 
impark "three plots in Rockingham Forest called Eldesale, Newesale and Lappe, containing 62 
acres and another plot of 20 acres called Wynescross outside the forest, continuous to the said 
plots. The said plots extend from Plumwell to La Snape and from Gotesle to Lound" (Gal Pat R . 
1327-30, p. 530). Again, referring to the N.R.O. maps, this extension can be traced, starting from 
SP952811. A fine stretch of about 500 yards of boundary bank runs parallel with the Slipton
Sudborough road. The boundary follows the road to SP960816 and then turns north-east. The 
corner has been ploughed out, but the bank can be traced as a broad yellow clay band in the 
plough soil at SP959816. Once in Snapes wood Simon de Drayton's extensions can be followed. 
A boundary mound running diagonally across the later 18th or 19th century rides is noticeable 
at SP950826 and it turns south at SP949827 to run about 150 yards within the present bounds of 
Snapes wood before meeting the line of an old cattle drove way known as Meer Lane at SP94 7823 
which it follows to the west of Long Lown Wood. A ditch running from SP947820 due east 
divides this part of the park. The moat now known as 'The Nunnery' forms part of the South 
West corner of the Park and may either be the park keeper's lodge, or perhaps more likely, is a 
stock enclosure. 

EASTON-oN-THE-HILL 
A grant was made in 1229 to Alan de Lindon to enclose his wood called La Lounde in Easton, 
containing 8 acres and lying between his manor of Eaton and the king's highway to Stamford, 
and make it a park ( V.G.H. Northants. ii p. 566). The name of the wood means "the wood" (Place 
Names of Northants. p. 288). Simon de Lindon. sett!~~ the manor, th~ park and th~ wood within 
Cliffe Forest on Edward I's Queen Eleanor. (Bndges u443). In the mtddle of the retgn ofEdward 
Ill the park is called Le Grave and Easton is said to have suffered from a great mortality during 
the pestilence ( V.G.H. Northants. ii p. 566). At the death of John, Earl of Kent the extent of 
Easton includes the park containing 30 acres of wood, a wood called 'Le Cranes' and a wood 
called 'Heywood' within the forest of Clyve (Gal I.P.M. x Edward Ill, p. 46). 
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PLATE 1 THESE TWO MAPS OF DRAYTON OLD PARK (N.R.O. MAPS 1402, 1403) DATE FROM THE EARLY 
18TH CENTURY AND SHOW THE PROGRESSIVE ENLARGING OF DRAYTON PARK FROM THE ORIGINAL 

14TH CENTURY ENCLOSURE OF ROUND LOWN WOOD. 
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PLATE 2 SEE PLATE 1 FOR CAPTION. 
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EASTON NESTON 

Richard Empson, servant and councillor to Henry VII obtained license in 1498 to impark 400 
acres of land and 30 acres of wood in the towns, fields and parishes of Easton Neston and Hulcote 
as well as a grant of free warren, a fishery, and license to build walls and towers of stone, lime and 
sand round and within his manor of Easton Neston and crenellate the same. (Gal Pat R. 1494-
1509, p. 163-4). 

EASTWOOD 

John Laurel was given license in 1267 to enclose his "wood called Estwood which is within the 
metes of the forest of Whitlewood and contains 7 acres, 3 roods of land by the forest perch, with 
a ditch and a hedge to impark it". (Gal Pat R. 1266-72, p. 76). 

EYEBURY 

Eye was a manor of Peterborough Abbey. Abbot Godfrey (1299-1321) built a new house with a 
bakery and dairy and enclosed land for keeping wild beasts. This was probably the origin of the 
abbot's park of Eyebury (V.C.H. Northants. ii, 491). The parker is mentioned at the end of the 
15th century and the "parks are broken and the hinds and foals are taken and many other rights 
and liberties of the monastery are violated in the abbot's default since he does not defend such 
rights". (Visitations of Religious Houses vol. iii, Lincoln Record Society 21 (1929) p. 287). 

FOTHERINGHAY 

A park is first mentioned in the reign of Henry Ill when John, Earl of Huntingdon, had several 
grants of imparking. He was allowed two deer leaps in his park of Fotheringhay, (Gal CloseR. 
1227-1231, p. 284), and twice in the next few years he was granted does and bucks from Rock
ingham to stock his park at Fotheringhay ( V.C.H. Northants. ii 572). Mary, Countess of Pembroke, 
was granted two deer leaps for her life in her park at Fotheringhay (Gal Pat R. 32, Ed. Ill p. 127). 
In the Tudor period there were two parks at Fotheringhay; the little park on the east of the castle 
and the great park on the north and the south ( V~C.H. Northants. ii, 572). Mountjoy, Earl of 
Newport, claimed to hold a great park, a little park with a deer leap in the great park in the 11th 
year of Edward IV (Bridges ii, 453). 

The park is bounded by the Willow Brook on the south and a complete perambulation 
can be made, starting from Walcot Lodge (TL 052937). A green lane goes north to Nassington. 
The park boundary is marked by a long linear earthwork a mile long and 30 feet across, with a 
ditch on either side, enclosed in 'Park Spinney'. This is also the parish boundary between Nassing
ton and Fotheringhay. In several places fragments of limestone rubble appear in the boundary 
bank and at TL 057947 there is an inner ditch only. At TL 061951 the boundary mound runs 
east and joins the Fotheringhay-Nassington road, whence it turns south. There is a kink in the 
road at TL 065939 which may be a deer leap. The bank is picked up here and survives a few feet 
to the west under hedgerows and parallel with the road. The southern boundary seems to be the 
Willow brook. 

The parks are not mentioned after a grant of the castle and manor in 1603 and they were 
probably disparked when the castle was dismantled in the 17th century ( V.C.H. Northants. ii, 572). 

GAYTON 

Ingram de Fednes was given a grant in 1258 to enclose with a dike and hedge his wood of Gayton 
which was within the king's forest of Salcey, "and make a park thereof and keep it enclosed for 
himself and his heirs provided that it is so enclosed that the king's deer cannot enter therein" 
(Gal Charter R. 1257-1300, p. 14). John Trussel evidently was allowed to enlarge it in the early 
15th century. He was given permission to impark 300 acres of land, meadow and pasture and 
wood in Gayton, called 'La Hay' and hold the same so enclosed, provided that the said land was 
not within the metes of the forest (Gal Charter R. 1341-1417, p. 424). 
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GEDDINGTON 
John de Nevill was ordered to provide Richard de Clare with 30 oaks to be used 'ad se hospitandum 
apud Naresb extra parcum (Gal Close R. 1237-42, 38) and again, to allow Waiter de Burgh 
timber extra parcum de Geytinton, to repair the mews of Geddington. (Gal CloseR. 1237-42, 186). 
A suggestive curving line in hedge boundaries which may be the northern and north-western 
sides of the park is seen in the Montague estate map ofNewton (called West Leys). Shirley (p. 148) 
mentions the possibility that it became Geddington Chase. 

GRAFTON REGIS (Fig. 3) 
Grafton park was part medieval and part Tudor and within it Pettit recognised that the long 
curving sweep of an existing hedgerow aroused suspicion of the pre-inclosure origin-part of the 
medieval boundary before the enlargement of Henry VIII. To enhance his pleasure when hunting 
at Grafton on his annual progress Henry VIII included within the honour a system of parks 
which he had enlarged or newly imparked. This was done at Grafton in 1532 when the king took 
76 acres from the fields of Grafton and 70 acres from Alderton. It was described by Leland as 
being inclosed partly by pales and partly by a quickset hedge (Pettit Royal Forests 8, 14). In 
1558 it was estimated that there were 500 deer in Grafton. James I enlarged the park and the 
Crown retained it in 1628. In 1644 Charles I sold Grafton and Potterspury parks to Sir George 
Strode and Arthur Duck, with liberty to dispark them, for £7,000 and in the 1660 survey it was 
reported that "The Lord Mounson hath cut down all the trees in Pury Park and the greater part 
of those in Grafton Park to his own use (Pettit Royal Forests pp. 45, 68, 119, 192). 

GRAFTON UNDERWOOD (Fig. 2) 
This park, which borders on the Great and Little Brigstock parks, was begun by Simon Simeon 
who was granted license to enclose his wood of Grafton within the forest of Rockingham "with a 
little dyke and low hedge according to the assize of the forest". He was also allowed to sell the 
underwood in that wood as often as he pleased "provided that sufficient covert was left there for 
the king's deer" (Gal Pat R. 1343-5, p. 26). The grant was confirmed "provided that he make 
no deer leap therein" (Gal Pat R. 1348-50, p. 57). A century later Henry Grene was allowed to 
have a free chase in his woods and fields, namely, "Grafton Wodys", "Grafton Park", and the 
fields called "Grafton Feldys" and he had license to impark the said woods and fields and hold 
the same as a park (Gal Charter R. 1427-1516, p. 113). 

Grafton Park is a mile to the north-east of Grafton Underwood village and there is an 
embanked linear earthwork at SP 932813 with ash, oak and conifers planted on it. The parish 
boundary with Brigstock defines its north-east edge and it is possible that the south-east extension 
marks the extension "Grafton Woodys" and "Grafton Feldys" mentioned in the 15th century 
document. 

GREAT DODDINGTON 
Robert Chaumpaigne complained in 1317 that a number of men besieged him in his house at 
Great Doddington, entered his close there, cut down his trees, broke his park there by night, 
siezed cattle etc. (Gal Pat R. 1313-17, p. 685). 

HALSE 
Thomas Gresley, the justiciar of the Forest, was ordered to allow Roger de Quency, Earl of 
Winchester, 10 live does and 6 bucks to stock his park at Halse (Gal CloseR. 1259-61, p. 336). 

HANDLEY 
In 1220 John Mar and Hugh de Neville were commanded to enquire whether meadow and pasture 
between the king's park of 'Hanle' and the river Tove belonged to the Countess of Essex's manor 
or to the said park of Hanle (Baker ii, 340). In 1236 John de Nevill, justiciar of the forest, was 
ordered to hand over to 'Advocato de Bethun' 6 bucks and 2 stags in the forest of Whittlewood, 
and in the park ofHandley 2 bucks by the gift of the king (Gal CloseR. 1234-7, p. 266). Hugh of 
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Goldingham was ordered to deliver to the Prior of Luffield 10 oaks in the park of the king at 
Handley (Gal CloseR. 1254-6, p. 106). Elias de Tyngewick, keeper of Salcey forest and ofHandley 
Park, was ordered to allow the Friars preachers of Northampton 9 oaks from Salcey forest and 
6 oaks from Handley Park (Gal CloseR. 1264-8, pp. 159-60). The perambulation of the forest in 
1299 included the park of Handley within the old foss. Charles I in 1631 in consideration of the 
sum of six thousand pounds, granted and gave up the premises, with several adjoining coppices in 
the forest, containing in all 863 acres to Sir Simon Benet of Beachampton (Bridges i 279). Bridges 
states that the property "hath been long since disafforested and converted into pasture and tillage". 

HARRINGWORTH 
Bridges (ii, 316) states that in the 18th year of Henry Ill William de Cantilupe junior "who 
seemeth to have had the grant of this manor two years before, obtained license to inclose and 
throw into a park free from all views and regards of the forest that part of Harringworth wood 
called Stockes extending by the common field as far as Langlegh trench". John de Neville was 
ordered to hand over to William 8 does and 2 bucks from Rockingham forest to stock his park 
at Harringworth (Gal CloseR. 1234-7, p. 43). William La Zouche in 1330 obtained the privilege 
of a deer leap in this manor which lay within the bounds of the forest (Bridges ii, 316). The park 
was still in existence in Elizabeth's reign, figures in the Finch Hatton estate plan (N.R.O. Finch 
Hatton 272) and belonged to Edward Lord Zouche. Leland stated "there is a parke by this manor 
place and a fair lodge in it". 

HARTWELL 
25 acres of this park were medieval (Pettit p. 14n) and the remaining 232 acres were imparked by 
Henry VIII who in 1531 required Sir John Mordaunt to write to the officers of Salcey forest and 
Moulton park commanding them to deliver to John Hartwell and Richard Wale "such and as 
many oaks, convenable for posts and rayles, and the lops and tops of the same" as shall be "suffi
cient for enlarging the park at Hartwell, and making a new lodge there" (Baker, Northants. 1 
pp. 52-3). In 1564 there were 25 forest acres (presumably the original area of the park), and 
460 oaks (Pettit p. 100). In 1629 it was "disparked for ever as well from vert and hunting", and 
sold to Endymion Porter for £2,100 and a £10 rent but the timber was reserved and sold later 
for £469-16s.-8d. Its later history, when it was held successively by Sir Robert Berkeley and 
Sir Francis Crane, is dealt with in Pettit (p. 192.). 

HIGHAM FERRERS 
Higham park, the subject of a separate section in the Victoria County history ( V.C.H. Northants. 
iii pp. 279-280) is also described in detail by Beresford (M. W. Beresford, History on the Ground 
pp. 216-219). Henry I evidently acquired the park from the elder William Peverel and it remained 
part of the royal demesne till 1199. It was enlarged c.l166 by Henry II who inclosed within it 
certain lands for which he gave in exchange to tenants, Richard and William de Newton and 
Aleswas Bochard, land elsewhere in the same fee. The park came into the estate of the Earls of 
Derby in the early 13th century, and in 1249 William deFerrers was granted 15 does and 5 bucks 
to stock his park at Higham (Gal CloseR. 1249, p. 242). In 1406 Henry IV leased its herbage and 
pannage to Thomas Beston and the parker was charged to provide him with a key of the gate of 
the park that he might have free entry with his cattle. There was serious deer stealing in J ames I's 
reign when Sir Robert Osborne was ordered to examine the deer stealers from Higham Ferrers 
park (Bridges ii, 194). Its later history is recorded in V.C.H. Northants. iii, p. 280. 

The park is situated three miles to the south-east of the castle and borough. Near the 
north-west corner stands a 16th-17th century house known as Higham Park below which stands 
a moated site (SP 982642). In the 15th century the great lodge where the keeper of the park lived 
was described as having a hall, a chapel, chamber, kitchen, brewhouse and bakehouse. There was 
a dovecot, and two fishponds. The enclosure which is visible lies below the present house and is 
rectangular, 395 ft. south-west-north-east and 230 ft. south-east-north-west, with a moat 
varying in width from 30 ft. on the east and west sides but only 12 ft. on the north and south 
sides. It was evidently a wet moat with streams feeding it on the south side and draining into 
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fishponds on the north side. It was rather larger than the normal homestead moat and may be a 
stock enclosure. (cf. a similar site in one corner of Drayton Old Park). Beresford noticed that the 
park pale is visible on the south-east side. A recent survey shows a long linear bank 30 ft. across 
and 4ft. high with internal and external ditches curving along the north side of West Wood. It 
then strides across fields at SP 998632-3 and here it is a conspicuous element in the landscape. 
There is a suggestion of an entrance, possibly a deer leap, in the kink of the banks and ditches at 
SP 998638. This south-west boundary is coterminous with the County boundary and has been 
instrumental in extending a tongue of Northamptonshire into Bedfordshire for about a mile. 

KING'S CLIFFE 
The first reference to a royal park in Cliffe Bailiwick in Rockingham Forest is in Gal Close R. 
1227-31, p. 15. (Cantor). John de Neville was ordered to hand over to the Bishop of Norwich 
10 oaks 'in parco de Clive' to enclose his park of Gaywood (Gal CloseR. 1237-42, p. 193). The 
king's men of King's Cliffe and Apethorpe were allowed to have common pasture inside the 
bounds of the forest outside the park (Gal Close R. 1247-51, p. 282). Further grants of timber 
were made from the royal park of Cliffe to Richard Le Norreys (5 oaks), Adam de Casterton 
(5 oaks for making his chapel at Casterton), the keeper of the fishponds at Cliffe ( 4 oaks to repair 
the fishponds) (Gal Close R. 1268-72, p. 192, 1264-8, p. 330). Grants were also made of deer. 
Radulph de Cameys was allowed 9 does and 4 bucks to stock his park at Torpel (Gal CloseR. 
1268-72, p. 323). About 1339 two parts of the park at King's Cliffe were enclosed by the tenants 
of King's Cliffe and the building of a stone wall 7 ft. high round 178 acres of park is recorded in 
1361 (Colvin and Brown Kings Works ii, 970 Fn). It was reckoned that only the park walls and 
the keeper's lodge were kept up in the 15th century. The keepership of the park was granted in 
1517 to David Cecil, sergeant at arms, and Richard Cecil, page of the chamber. In Leland's day 
"Cliffe park was partly waullid with stone and partly palid". In the 16th century it was the largest 
park in Cliffe Bailiwick, containing over 1,600 acres, of which a third was woodland in 1565. 
There were 1,350 oaks in 1564 (Pettit p. 100). In 1592 Elizabeth I granted Cliffe park with all 
herbage, pannage and other appurtenances to Thomas Compton and others as the assigns of the 
Earl of Essex. On the fall of Essex in 1598 Lord Burghley possessed it and is said to have disparked 
it (Bridges ii, 433). 

Fragments of the boundaries of King's Cliffe park can be picked up. There is a slight 
depression in the field at TL 988032 which may be the corner of the park ditch. There is a lime
stone wall with an outer ditch at TL 993022. Then the curving field boundary demarcates the 
park with a strong limestone scatter in which were found sherds of 13th century Lyveden ware. 
North of Law's Lawn is a spinney within which is a double bank and external ditch which is 
probably the remains of the park boundary. An ancient hedge line marks the line down to the 
road between King's Cliffe and Easton-on-the-Hill. The southern boundary is marked by the 
parish boundary between Yarwell and King's Cliffe. There is a good stretch of linear bank west 
of Great Morton Sale; it has a clear inner ditch. 

LILFORD 
Robert de Willoughby's estate in 1317 included the manor and park at Lilford which he held 
jointly with Margaret his wife (Call.P.M. VI p. 46). 

LYVEDEN 
A licence was given Robert de Wyvill, king's clerk, in 1328 to inclose, impark and hold in fee 
simple his wood of Lytelhawe by Lyveden if it be not within the metes of the forest (Gal Pat R. 
1327-30, p. 310). This seems to be the origin of the Old Park marked on 18th century maps of 
Brigstock and area (N.R.O.). It is midway between the site of the deserted medieval settlement of 
Lyveden and the forest village of Brigstock and would have formerly been on the edge of culti
vation between the two, probably near the "magnam trenchiam" mentioned in the Forest Rolls 
(Select Pleas of the Forest, Selden Soc. 13, 1899, p. 30). In 1540 Sir Thomas Tresham was given 
license to impark 120 acres of wood, 250 acres of pasture and 50 acres of meadow in Lyveden, 
commonly called Lyveden Park "whereof the Eastern side abuts into Bareshanke Wood and 
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Whynney Grene in Pylton and the Western side abuts upon a wood called Sherylappe and Sud
burgh Grene, and the South side upon the wood of the said Sir Thomas called Ladywood and 
Bradyhawe, and the North side abuts on the highway called Harlowe Rydyng and the closes of 
the said Sir Thomas, now in the tenures of John Ayhyns and John Palmer" (L. & P. Henry VIII 
1540, p. 407). 

The boundaries of the Old and New park are fairly obvious on the ground. The Harley 
Way-the road between Brigstock and Oundle-defines the parks on the north. On the west 
side of the Old Park a ride runs on top of the park boundary mound from the Harley Way south 
to Slings Nook. There is no sign of the mound north of Slings Wood but it is picked up again 
with a considerable ditch to the east of Slings Nook. (at SP 971854). It has been ploughed but 
can be seen as a light gravelly band across the field to Lady Wood. There is a massive inner ditch, 
linear mound and an outer ditch at the head of Lady Wood, and south of Lyveden New Building 
is one of the finest preserved pieces of park boundary bank in the County (SP 984851). It seems 
as if Sir Thomas Tresham added to the Old Park a substantial part of what had been the open 
fields surrounding the deserted village as well as the site of the village itself, which is on both 
sides of the stream several hundred yards to the east of Lyveden Old Building. 

MARHOLM 
In 1241, Richard, son ofHugh was dead, leaving a widow, Alice, who afterwards married Richard 
of Barnack, to whom Reginald de Waterville, the successor of Richard, granted the manor of 
Marholm for life "except the park and the wood called Luadril" ( V.C.H. ii, 500). 

MOOR-END 
Thomas deFerrers was granted a license to crenellate his dwelling place of La Morende and to 
impark a plot of land and wood adjoining the said dwelling place (Gal Pat R. 1345-8, p. 270). 
The Place Names of Northants. mentions a Moor End 'La Mora' in 1168 in Yardley Gobion 
(p. 108). There is a moated site here and this may well be the site of the park. 

MOULTON-NORTHAMPTON 
The King's Park at Northampton was identified 60 years ago by E. F. Leach in a useful paper 
in the Northamptonshire Natural History and Field Club XIV No. 114 (June 1908) pp. 217-226. 
It occupied a site of approximately 450 acres and is known now as Moulton Park, about three 
miles north-east of Northampton. 

The origin of the park goes back at least as early as the reign of Henry II, since the sheriff 
of Northampton in Henry Ill's reign was ordered not to distrain the abbot of Peterborough for 
failing to enclose the king's park "other than they were accustomed to do in the time of Henry, 
the grandfather of the Lord King and Richard the King and John (Gal CloseR. 1227-31, p. 19). 
The park is first specifically mentioned in 1201 "And in buying hay (in emptione feni) to feed the 
beasts in the park of Northampton. 37s". (P.R.S.N.S. 14, p. 174). A Simon 'Parcarius' or 'de 
Parco' is referred to as holding land in Moulton between 1203 and 1214 (Curia Regis R. vii, 132). 
Thereafter references in the royal records are thick and fast. John de Nevill was ordered to take 
60 does and 20 bucks out of Rockingham, Salcey and Clive Forests and instal them in the king's 
park at Northampton and to cause wild beasts captured to be placed in the park itself(Cal CloseR. 
1234-7, p. 136). Orders were given from time to time to the custodian of the park to deliver deer 
to the court. Robert de Maris, the custodian of the king's park was ordered to take 20 does and 
deliver them to the sheriff at Northampton to be carried to Westminster for the feast of St. Edward 
(Gal CloseR. 1247-51, p. 248). A year or two later 100 does were sent from the king's park and 
the royal forest to be salted and carted to Westminster to prepare for the feast of St. Edward 
(Gal CloseR. 1254-6, p. 245). The park was also used as a reservoir of timber. The constable of 
Northampton castle was ordered to use the timber blown down by the winds in the king's park 
for repairing the gaol in Northampton castle (Gal CloseR. 1256-9, p. 360). Eleanor, wife of the 
king's eldest son, the Lord Edward, was allowed 4 oaks from the royal park to mend her houses 
at Kingsthorp (Gal CloseR. 1268-72, p. 210). Roger de Clifford was ordered to provide sufficient 
brushwood from the park to warm the fires of the lord legate during his visit (Gal CloseR. 1264-8, 
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p. 215). The timber was sometimes sold off. Simon Passelewe and Alexander de Hamden were 
given permission to sell part of the timber in the park of Northampton with the counsel of Hugh 
de Goldingham (Gal Pat R. 1247-1258, p. 435). The keepership of the park frequently went with 
the castle and the County. William de Insula, for instance, was put in charge of the County, 
castle and park of Northampton and Richard Basset was instructed to hand them over (Gal Pat R . 
1247-58, p. 135). At other times the park seems to have been linked with the forest, as when 
Hugh de Goldingham was appointed to keep the forest between the bridges of Stamford and 
Oxford and the park of Northampton (Gal Pat R. 1247-58, p. 402). The problem of enclosure 
has already been mentioned but the frequency of poaching shows that criminals were attracted 
into the park with the prospect of making a fast buck! John, the man of Robert de Veteri Ponte, 
had illegally entered the park with his greyhounds and was chased by the king's keepers into 
Moulton church (Gal CloseR. 1259-61, p. 350). William, son of Waiter de Horton was arrested 
and detained in prison, pro transgressione parci regis North, until the justices should come (Gal 
CloseR. 1256-9, p. 41). We have already noticed Simon de Arderne's crimes; Richard de Cogenhoe 
was also arrested for crimes within the park of the king at Northampton (Gal CloseR. 1259-61, 
p. 312). The later history of the park has a section devoted to it in the Victoria County History 
( V.C.H. Northants. IV, 94-5). 

The site is now rapidly being covered by the expansion of Northampton but stretches of 
the drystone limestone wall surrounding the park were noticed in a recent circumambulation, 
notably along the B road running north-west from Buttocks Booth (modern euphemism Booth
ville !) to Boughton. The park follows the parish boundary for !-mile and then curves round just 
inside the road towards the site of Moulton Park House, now covered by the new buildings of 
the Northampton College of Education. There is a long stretch of newish wall with two carved 
stones embedded in the inner side. These were not noticed by Leach in his article. One, in Roman 

type lettering, has J6"'i1 inscribed on it and the other near the entrance to the college is inscribed 

~~b ; possibly Rothersthorpe is referred to. In 1549 Simon Mallory gave evidence "That he 

hath redde the names of many townes engraven upon the stones of the walls of the said parke 
. . . the same townes engraven upon the same stones have payde their yerely rent towards the 
mendying of the same walls. One of the stones mentioned by Leach has been deposited in the 
Northampton Museum (Information R. Moore). The south boundary of Moulton Park ran due 
east from Moulton Park House and the wall can still be traced under thick undergrowth. In two 
places, SP 768642, the wall footings are dearly visible in section. The ground drops rapidly into a 
disused quarry to the south. No signs of the inscribed stones mentioned by Leach are visible in 
this stretch now. 

OVERSTONE 
Gilbert de Millars was granted the right in 1255 to enclose his wood of Oviston and make a park 
(Gal Charter R. 1226-57, p. 441). His park was stocked with deer, ten live does were given ad 
instaurandum parcum (Gal CloseR. 1254-6, p. 146). The park in the 14th century was in the hands 
of Waiter de Manny and was broken into, as we have seen. (Gal Pat R. 1358-61, p. 51). It was in 
the hands of Edward Vavasour who was appointed keeper of the park and warren in Henry VIII's 
reign. (L. & P. Henry VIII 1, part 1, p. 76). The boundaries were much altered when it was 
enlarged in the 19th century. A. E. Brown has described the later history of the park in an article 
in this issue (seep. 192). 

PAULERSPURY 
In 1363 John de Pavely was allowed to convert his woods called Ottewood and Farnsted, containing 
17 acres into a park (Baker, Northants. ii, 204). In 1410 John St. John, knight, was said to have 
two parks in Paulerspury "called the Oldeparke and the New Parke between which the said John 
has a field called Framsted and 100 acres of land and a wood adjoining the said field and Oldeparke 
called Esthull and Outewodes containing 100 acres of land". He was allowed to enclose the two 
parks, the field and the wood and make them into a deer park (Gal Charter R. 1314-1417, p. 442). 
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This seems to refer to imparking at the expense of arable and may well be the result of land going 
out of cultivation with the agricultural contraction of the 15th century. Bridges recalls (i, 311) 
"at the corner of this park at a place called the Benches in Whittlewood forest was formerly held 
the Swanimote Court for the said forest". In 1541 it was alienated to the Crown (Pettit p. 14n). 
Ten years later it was granted in soccage with free warren to Sir Nicholas Throgmorton (Pettit 
p. 192). In 1639 Lady Mary Woolton paid £100 for its disafforestation, (Petitt p. 90) and in 1673 
the park still contained 77 acres of woodland and 5 closes of pasture reserved for deer. The 
remaining pasture had been divided into closes and leased at annual rents to local farmers. D. N. 
Hall has recently traced the boundaries of the parks (C.B.A. group 9 Newsletter 4, 1974, p. 27). 

POTTERSPURY (Fig. 3) 
The origin of this park goes back at least to 1230, when Henry Ill granted William de Ferrers a 
deer leap in his park of Perry (unum saltatorium in parco de Perye) (Gal Close R. 1227-31, p. 346). 
Roger de Clifford, forest justiciar, was ordered to allow John, son of John, 20 cartloads of under
wood to enclose his park of Pirie (Gal CloseR. 1268-72, p. 526). In 1300 Matilda, Countess of 
Warwick died seised of the manor of Potterspury and an enclosed park, with beasts of the chase, 
underwood and herbage (Baker, Northants. ii, 220). We hear of a Thomas Philipp, parker of the 
park of Est perye in 1485 and of Edmund Hadley appointed bailiff of the lordship and the park of 
Perry for life in 1509 (Baker, Northants. ii, 220). The park was increased in size in 1537 when 
150 acres were added (Pettit p. 14n). In 1558 there were 500 deer estimated in the Perry Park, but 
in 1640 this had dwindled to 200 in Potterspury and Grafton parks. (Pettit p. 49). In 1605 a large 
consignment totalling 516 timber trees were used to inclose Plum park and to repair the adjacent 
parks of Grafton and Potterspury; the total perimeter was reckoned to be 8 miles. (Pettit p. 102). 
In 1660 Lord Mounson "hath cut down . . . all the trees in Pury Park and the greater part of 
those in Grafton Park to his own use". (Pettit p. 119). 

The park was bounded by Watling Street on the south-west and united in boundary with 
Grafton Park along its northern edge. An excellent survey of Grafton park made c.1720 shows the 
boundaries of Potterspury park as well. (N.R.O. map 4211 G 3804). They can be traced on the 
ground. Watling street and the road between Yardley Gobion and Moor End define the park on 
the west and the south-east sides. The hedgerow between Moor End Manor Farm and Grafton 
Cottage Farm brings the boundary to the stream. A number of old decaying oaks are seen in the 
hedgerow. The curving field boundary takes the boundary to its junction with Grafton park. 

PL UMPTON PARK (Fig. 3) 
In 1328 Richard Damory had license to impark his woods of Ubleigh in Somerset and Plumpton 
Pirye in Northamptonshire, "although they were within the metes and bounds of the forests of 
Mendip and Whittlewood before the perambulation made in the late reign" (Gal Pat R. 1327-30, 
p. 324). Baker states that the name is retained in a small public house called "Plumb Parker 
Corner" and between 80-90 acres adjoining the property of Sir C. Mordaunt, Bart. still retained 
the name The Park (Baker, Northants. ii, p. 213). The bounds of Plum Park are seen in the c.1720 
map of Grafton Park (N.R.O. map 4211 G 3804). A pronounced linear bank about 20 feet across 
and 3 to 4 feet high with a dense tree cover remains on the northern and north-western sides 
south of Pury Hill Farm. 

PRESTON DEANERY 
Waiter de Preston was allowed 6 does from Salcey Forest to put into his park of Preston by gift 
of the king (Gal CloseR. 1227-31, p. 6). 

ROCKING HAM 
Two possible references to a park at Rockingham in the mid 13th century occur in Forest pleas. 
The wife of Sir Geoffrey of Langley "caused a doe to be taken in the bailiwick of Rockingham on 
the Monday next . . . and a doe in the bailiwick of the park on the Wednesday next following". 
In the next year (1251) Sir Richard, Earl of Cornwall, took 9 bucks in the bailiwick of Rockingham 
and 2 bucks in the bailiwick of the park on the Wednesday next following. (Select Pleas of the 
Forest Selden Soc. 13, 1899, pp. 95, 104). 
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A "new Park" was enclosed at the beginning of Henry VII's reign and in 1485 the king 
granted to Sir William Stokke, knight, the office "Keeper of the New Park at Rockingham for 
life" (Materials for the History of the reign of Henry VII, 1, p. 26). In 1578, Thomas, Earl of 
Sussex, chief Justice, granted leave to Edward Watson Esq., Keeper of Her Majesty's park at 
Rockingham to fence in 30 acres of the low lying part of the park for hay, "because a greate pte 
of her Masties Game in the said Parke dothe yearlye in the wynter tyme dye and decaye for want 
of sufficiente haye and store ffeede in the harde season (C. Wise, Rockingham Castle and the 
Watsons, London, 1891, p. 144). The park was granted by James I to George, Marquis of Buck
ingham, by whom in the same year it was passed to Sir Lewis Watson, Bart. who in the 11th year 
of Charles I claimed to hold it (Bridges ii, 335). 

SHIPLEY 
There seems some doubt as to the siting of this park but The Place Names of Northants. p. 116 
mentions a Shipley Wood in Kelmarsh. In 1257 Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, was given 
license to enclose his wood of Shyplegh within the forest of Northampton and make a park thereof 
without a deer leap (Gal Charter R. 1226-57, p. 460). 

SILVERSTONE 
Hugh de Neville was ordered to allow the prioress of Catesby 10 pieces of timber (xfusta) in the 
forest of Silverston outside the park of the king for the upkeep of her church (Gal CloseR. 1227-
31, p. 181). It seems that the park was near the site of the king's house at Silverstone. John Byset, 
justice of the forest, was ordered to allow the men of Silverstone to have herbage in the park of 
the same manor (Gal CloseR. 1237-42, p. 260). 

STOKE ALBANY 
William de Albany "obtained a grant in the second year of King John of inclosing his park at 
Estokes, named the Lund, with all the liberties belonging to it and the privilege of hunting foxes 
and hares in Rockingham forest" (Bridges ii, p. 338). It appears that for this privilege he owed 
one 'Osturum Norvensem' (a Norwegian hawk?) and two palfreys. (P.R.S.N.S. 14, 240). 

STOKE BRUERNE 
In 1270 Pagan de Chaworth had license to enclose his wood and make a park (Baker, History ii, 
241). Pettit describes the park as wholly imparked by 1541 (p. 14n). In 1564 it consisted of 91 
forest acres, 108 statute acres, 53 acres of saleable coppices but no oaks (Pettit p. 100). ·Stoke 
Bruerne park was granted with deer to Sir Francis Crane, a royal creditor, with an annual rent 
of £50 reserved c.1628 (Pettit p. 68). 

STOWE NINE CHURCHES 
Master Gilbert de Middleton, king's clerk and archdeacon of Northampton, was granted the 
manor of Stowe, with the park and other appurtenances, late of Warin de Insula, a rebel ... at a 
rent to the exchequer of £24-12-7! (Gal Pat R. 1324-7, p. 160). Bridges said in the Earl of Danby's 
time there were two parks, contiguous to each other, well stored with deer, which upon the 
complaint of the tenants have been since converted to another use. Adjoining to the park was a 
wood of about one hundred acres and what was now called the Heath was formerly a warren 
(Bridges i, p. 88). 

THORNHAUGH 
In 1334 John de St. Medard obtained license to impark the wood of Westwode and a meadow 
adjoining within the manor ofThornhaugh which contained 100 acres of land (Gal Pat R. 1330-4, 
p. 514). The V.C.H. claims that there were traces of a park around the old manor house and this 
is perhaps its origin ( V.C.H. Northants. ii, 531). 

TORPEL 

Torpel was in Ufford (Place Names of Northants pp. 244-5) and in 1198 Roger de Torpel paid 
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PLATE 3 THE CIRCUIT OF WELDON PARK IS CLEARLY SHOWN ON THIS 1587 SURVEY 

(N.R.O. FINCH HATTON 272). 

lOOs. for enclosing his woods of Torpel, La Hage, Ravensland and Cricklecroft and making a 
park for himself and his heirs (P.R.S.N.S. 9, 107). Ralph de Camoys was granted 9 does and 
4 bucks from Clyve forest to stock his park at Torpel (Gal Close R. 1268-72, p. 323). In the 
description of the manor taken on the death of John, Earl of Kent, the park is said to have been 
of 92 acres with deer (Gal I.P.M. x Edw. Ill, p. 46). 

WAKERLEY 
John de Burgh was allowed to enclose his wood of Wakerley with a ditch and hedge and 'par cum 
inde faciat cum uno salturo' and to sell wood and assart without contradiction from foresters' 
(Gal CloseR. 1234-7, p. 218). 

WELDON (Plate 3) 
Bridges (ii, p. 354) mentions that Richard Basset in the 34th year of Edward I obtained license 
to inclose and convert into a park the Halgh wood of 71 acres lying outside the bounds of the 
forest in his manor of W eldon. 

The boundaries ofWeldon Park are exactly as they were in the 1587 Survey (N.R.O. Finch 
Hatton 272). The approach is from the Weldon-Benefield road which was called Outgange Lane 
in the 16th century. The south-eastern corner of the park is at Yoke hill and is marked by the 
curving modern hedge line; it accounts for the wedge shaped field between the park boundary 
and the road. A dense hedge marks both the park and the parish boundary on the east until it 
meets the wood. A few feet within the wood is a fine stretch of bank, 30 ft. across and 10 ft. high 
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above the wood, with old oaks growing on the bank. At SP 947906 the bank turns south-west, 
but is here more spread out and only 2-3ft. high. It turns south again at a very old oak and the 
western edge has a deep external ditch. The southern part of the park had already been enclosed 
in 1587 into Withey close and Parke close. These have now been divided into five fields. 

WICKEN 
John Fitzalan was granted license to re-enclose his park of Whichamund which had fallen into 
decay during the time that Isabella his mother held it in dower (Gal Pat R. 1281-92, p. 382). 
In 1512, John Spencer had his free park "in Wyke-hamon" confirmed with free warren. His 
descendant Robert, 2nd Earl of Sunderland disparked it c.1651 and Sir Peter Temple purchased 
the deer and put them in Stowe park, Bucks. (Baker ii, 252). 

YARDLEY HASTINGS 
John de Hasting's park at Yardley was broken into, also his free chace there and his warren in 
his copse of Barton; the trespassers hunted therein and carried away deer and hares in the park, 
chace and warren (Gal Pat R. 1301-7, p. 540). 

AN EDUCATIONAL CONTRAST 

NOTHING is known, unfortunately, about the outcome of the following meeting convened in 1774, 
and probably the first of its kind in Northamptonshire. However, one feels that the ·persons who 
were responsible for making the arrangements must have had strong opinions on the importance 
of sound teaching and the place in society which should be occupied by a competent schoolmaster:-

On Friday, the 30th inst. December, will be held at the Dolphin Inn [now the 
Grand Hotel], in Gold Street, Northampton, A MEETING of SCHOOL
MASTERS, to consult on proper Measures for the Improvement of Knowledge, 
especially in the conveying Instruction to Youth: Those that please to encourage 
this Undertaking with their Presence and Advice, will be so good as to be at the 
said Inn at Ten in the Forenoon of the same Day, bringing with them such Regula
tions and Articles as they think will tend most to promote useful KNOWLEDGE; 
that, from their various Schemes, proper Information may be obtained, and such 
Regulations and Articles made as may best answer the End. 

(Northampton Mercury, 19th December 1774) 

But alas! that schoolmasters were not .yet regarded as professional people is sadly evident 
from the sting in the tail of this advertisement in 1780:-

A SCHOOL-MASTER, WANTED, to learn Children to READ, WRITE and 
Common ARITHMETIC. If he has a Wife that can teach KNITTING-and plain 
NEEDLEWORK, will be the more acceptable. And if he can SHAVE will meet 
with the more Encouragement. 

For further Particulars, apply to the Minister and Churchwardens of Old, in the 
County of Northampton. 

(Northampton Mercury, lOth January 1780) 

The parochial school at Old was founded in the seventeenth century and endowed with 
the income from two charitable bequests and rent from an allotment of land made at the time 
when the common fields were enclosed in 1767-68. In a government return of 1818 (Par!. Papers, 
1819, IX (2), 666), it was stated that 25 children were taught in the parochial school, and that the 
schoolmaster, who received £40 annually for his pains, also taught 40 children who attended the 
Sunday School. The Rev. W. Fox, who was the Curate of Old and who made the return, added 
that "The poorer classes [in the village] have sufficient means of educating their children". 

V.A.H. 
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Traditional and Progressive 
It is claimed, and generally accepted, that printing from separate metal 
characters was first invented about 1440, by J ohann Gutenberg, a citizen 
of Mainz. Subsequently, it was then introduced to this country 
by William Caxton in 1476. Caxton printed such fine works as 'The 
Dictes and Sayengis of the Philosophres' at his Westminster 
printing plant. 
Now while we cannot claim to have been printing and binding since 
its initiation, we were producing books before the middle of the 
last century. However, we have progressed considerably since those 
early days, and have kept pace with most of the technological 
developments introduced to this very old craft; particularly over 
the last few years. 
We are therefore in the unique position of being able to offer the 
best of both worlds! 

Q~~~VZJ ~~~T~i~e~BY WOOLNOUGH 
Sanders Road, Wellingborough, Northants NN8 4BX 
Tel: Wellingborough 76241 Telegrams ODECS Telex 311582 
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liELMDON WILLS 1603-1760 

IN this essay I shall examine the variety of information that can be derived from the wills made 
by the inhabitants of one Northamptonshire village over a period of approximately one hundred 
and sixty years. I hope to demonstrate the wide range of subjects which can be illuminated by a 
close study of the wills and also to show how these documents can contribute to our understanding 
of general historical problems. 

The village of Helmdon is in South Northamptonshire, just over four miles from Brackley 
and eight from Ban bury. It was thus within relatively easy reach of two market towns but not so 
close that its economy was subordinated to either. No turnpike road came through the village 
and until the railways provided Helmdon with two stations in the nineteenth century the main 
route which influenced the village was the drovers' road known as the Welsh Lane. However 
this road passed through the southern part of the parish, keeping to the higher ground and so 
avoided the centre of the community. 

In 1700 the population of Helmdon was approximately four hundred.1 The composition 
of this society can be indicated by noting the pattern of land ownership. Bridges refers to three 
manors existing in the sixteenth century2 and subsequently no one landowner emerged as dominant . . 
There were forty-one freeholders in 1730 of whom thirty-one were resident in the village.3 The 
Inclosure Award of 1759 shows that five proprietors owned over a hundred acres each, three held 
between fifty and a hundred acres, while more than a third of the land endosed was in the hands 
of thirty-five people. These figures reveal a society where wealth was spread more evenly than 
may have been the case in other rural communities. The economy of the village and surrounding 
area was based primarily on agriculture. The most important non-agricultural activity was stone 
quarrying though the quarries appear to have declined in importance during the eighteenth 
century. By modern standards the village provided a wide range of skills and services. 

The period chosen for this study covers the century and a half before the Inclosure Act of 
1758. How representative of this society are the wills under consideration? The number used for 
this article is ninety-three.4 When one considers how many people lived and died in Helmdon 
during the years 1603 to 1760 then ninety-three may seem too small a quantity on which to build 
a convincing picture of the village. However, I think that the diversity of testators and their 
bequests do provide an important, if incomplete, source of evidence and that their analysis can 
contribute much to our understanq.ing of the community. 

The wills can be classified first according to the rank or occupation of the testators. The 
largest category are the twenty-four made by yeomen. Six or more were left by the following 
groups: husbandmen (11), widows (11), Masons (6), and labourers (6). Apart from four gentlemen 
the remaining wills reflect the typical village society of the time including tailors, carpenters, 
shoemakers, bakers, a butcher, blacksmith and maulster. Six wills contain no mention of the 
occupation of the testator, but as in the case of widows, it is sometimes possible to deduce the 

1 This figure is based on calculations made from 
the following sources: 

(a) The Compton Census 1676. 
(b) Hearth Tax Returns 1669/70. 
(c) J. Bridges' History of Northamptonshire, 1791, 

I, P 172. 
(d) Levies made by the Churchwardens in the 

early eighteenth century. 
2 Bridges op. cit. Vol. I. P 172. 

3 Northants Poll Book. 1730. 
4 With one exception all the wills referred to are 

at the N.R.O. 1603 is an arbitrary starting date but 
it is convenient since W. P. W. Phillimore's index to 
Northants Wills begins a new series at this point, it 
also meant that the period covered and the documents 
involved were of manageable proportions. In all cases 
the dates given for wills refer to the making not the 
probate of the testament. 
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source of their income either from the contents of the will or by using other documents particularly 
inventories. 

Arguably, the high proportion of wills made by husbandmen and their superiors means 
that we are dealing with the more affluent members of the society and so are in danger of creating 
a distorted picture of seventeenth century Helmdon. Two points can be made to counter this 
criticism. The number of people entirely dependent on farm labouring was not as large as it 
became towards the end of the eighteenth century. Second, one should not necessarily take people 
on their own estimation; the distinctions between labourer, husbandman and yeoman appear less 
rigid when the evidence of their testaments is examined. The one social group who are not repre
sented by the wills are servants, although in two cases they are legatees. 

Before commenting further on the nature of this rural society a few examples of the contents 
of the wills should be considered. When examining the bequests and how far they reflect the 
wealth of the testator one problem immediately arises. Many people left land, freehold or lease
hold, but did not always specify the area or the value of this land. For this reason the following 
examples concentrate on monetary bequests. 

In 1652 George Browne, gentleman, left his only daughter Elizabeth £450 as well as 
property in Helmdon. John Fair brother made his will in January 1727 and after leaving his 
property to his eldest son gave his four daughters £200 each. The three daughters of Edward 
Harriott were to receive £600 between them under the terms of their father's will made in 1701. 
At the other end of the social scale, we find that the tailor Adkins Green left 24/- between his five 
children. Even so they were better off than the children of the husbandman Nicholas Sanders 
who received only 12d. each. In 1696 the widow Bull could leave her two sons only a shilling each. 
These examples indicate the enormous variation in disposable money available to the testators 
and thus seem to reinforce the model of a very unequal society. However there are many wills 
which show that social status and wealth were not so rigidly linked. 

Yeomen ranged in affluence from George Harriatts who in 1665 left his six children £105, 
to Edward Hill whose children were promised 12d. each in 1648. Some husbandmen could afford 
to be much more generous than Edward Hill. For instance in 1609 Robert Denny bequeathed 
freehold property and over £20 in cash, he also made provision for two servants, though admittedly 
both were his relatives. Over £60 was left by Edward Elkinton in 1666. The case of John Rookes 
who died in 1634 deserves comment. In 1621 he was a beneficiary by the will of Joyce Emeley 
who described him as "my old servant" and in consideration of his long service he was given two 
of her best "milche kyne", six sheep and various agricultural and household implements. When 
John made his will he describes himself as a husbandman and left most of his property to his 
wife Catherine. She died five years later and her will detailed household possessions which reveal 
a standard of living comparable with that of many yeomen. 

The use of the terms yeoman and husbandman over the whole period is revealing. In the 
seventeenth century an equal number of people-eleven-describe themselves as yeomen or 
husbandmen. Mter 1700 no wills of husbandmen survive yet thirteen testators refer to themselves 
as yeomen. This evidence of social improvement is supported by comparing wills made by mem
bers of the same family in different generations. Edward Elkinton, the husbandman referred to 
earlier, had three sons the youngest of whom made his will in 1687 when he described himself as 
a yeoman. In 1672 Richard Pullen, husbandman, divided his property between his sons Joseph 
and Benjamin. The latter died fifty years later a yeoman. Moving a rung up the social ladder the 
same tendency is apparent. George Browne the prosperous gentleman who died in 1652 was the 
eldest son of John Brown a yeoman whose will is dated 1619. Do these instances represent real 
social mobility or merely the aspirations of socially conscious testators? One fu~er example 
poses the same question in another form. In 1658 John Pratt, yeoman, shared his property between 
his sons John and William. The eldest son died in 1699 making a nuncupative will in which he 
is described as a husbandman. Did the exigency of his sudden death prevent him claiming the 
status of yeoman and result in him being downgraded by his more hardheaded contemporaries? 

Farm labourers whom one would suppose had very little money or property to dispose of 
provide some interesting examples. Of the six labourers whose wills have survived, five left 
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monetary legacies. In 1627 Leonard Tue left his three sons £50 between them and even his 
executor was to receive ten shillings. Six years later William Hawten bequeathed over £60 in 
cash. Two other labourers in the 1690s left £24 and £20 and the lowest sum among the five was 
the £6. 5. Od. of Richard Haynes in 1656. Where did this money come from? According to Gregory 
King the yearly income of labouring persons in 1688 was £4. 10s. Od. and he calculated that they 
were a drain on the country's resources.5 The figures given in the Northamptonshire Wage Assess
ments of 16676 can be used as a basis for comparison and they seem to agree with King's results. 
For a man from this class to leave his children a sum five or even ten times his annual income 
seems unlikely if not impossible. The whole question of the resources and living standards of the 
labouring populations needs considerably more investigation before reliable generalizations can 
be made. 

FIG. I. HELMDON RECTORY (now demolished). Drawn in 1844 by J. Livesey. 

Another fact which suggests that the bulk of the population were better off than is some
times supposed is the number of people who had more than one source of income. Frequently 
testators bequeath legacies which are not related directly to the occupation they claim. The 
shoemaker Marke Hilton in 1631 left "land in the Fields" and "one cowe and a common for the 
said cow". In 1641 John Bull, a blacksmith left his son half a yard land in the open fields. More 
surprising is that in 1718 Paul Peers, a tinker, disposed of a close and half yard land that he had 
recently purchased. A shepherd in 1696left a quartern of land to his wife in trust for their eldest 
son. 

The same diversity of resources is illustrated by the masons who often owned land, thus 
supporting the comments made by Sir William Coventry in about 1670. He wrote that few 
building craftsmen "rely entirely on their Trade as not to have a small Farm, the Rent of which 
they are more able to pay by the gains of their trade". 7 The farm known today in Helmdon as 
Wigson's was originally part of the property of a prosperous stonemason, Joshua Wigson who 
died in 1740. 

Helmdon provided stone for many famous houses in the late seventeenth and early eight
eenth centuries. Easton Neston, Blenheim and Stowe all drew on the local quarries. It is not 
surprising therefore to find that masons come next to gentlemen and yeomen in the richness of 
their bequests. John Stockley's legacies amounted to £120 in 1714, in ~ 735 Joshua Wigson left 

5 Printed in P. Laslett. The World we have Lost. 
(1965). Pp. 32-3. 

6 Northamptonshire Wage Assessments of 1560 
and 1667 by B. H. Putnam in Economic History 

Review. Vol. I. No. 1. 
7 Brit.Mus. Sloane Mss. 3828, f208. I owe this 

reference to Dr. M. R. Airs. 
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£95. A direct link with work on a great house is provided by Francis Blincowe's will of 1741. Part 
of the £100 worth of monetary gifts he made was, "£20 out of ye Lord Cobhams money which 
is to be paid when the work is accomplished". This £20 went to his son Nathaniel, also a mason, 
~ho presumably carried on his father's work. The Lord Cobham referred to was the builder 
of Stowe. 

Apart from providing for their immediate family and relatives a number of Helmdon 
people did make some charitable bequests. Fifteen of the ninety-three testaments made such 
provision. The gifts range in generosity from the 3/- which William Barzey left in 1625 (a shilling 
of which was to be spent on repairing the church and the remainder was to go to the poor of the 
parish) to William Wigson's gift of £5 to the village poor. When these charitable donations are 
analysed further two interesting points emerge. All except two date from before 1701 and ten of 
the fifteen occur between 1603 and 1640; this is the period of which Professor Jordan remarks 
"the curve of charitable giving lifts with a really incredible steepness". 8 A second feature of these 
gifts is the noticeable change in the aims of the donors during the seventeenth century. The 
church was the beneficiary of nine legacies but they all date from before 1630. After this it is the 
poor whose welfare is the concern of the testators. This pattern agrees with the nationwide trends 
described by Professor Jordan. 9 The shift in the objects of charity occurred when it is clear that 
the church was greatly in need of financial assistance. The Diocesan Survey of 1637 includes a 
depressing account of the state of Helmdon church. "The chancell is very defective in the roofe 
and lyeth open and two windows on the north side of the chancell stopped up for the most pt .... " 

The lamentable condition of the church might have been remedied if there had been a 
wealthy, dominant family in the village. The absence of such a prominent landowner has been 
noted earlier and though this may have resulted in a more homogeneous society, the village did 
not benefit from the lavish charities that did so much to improve the amenities of many seven
teenth century towns and villages. Abthorpe, five miles to the east was fortunate because J ane 
Leeson who left £1 p.a. to the Helmdon Poor, endowed a free school in her native village.* 

*She died in 1648, luckily too soon to appreciate the irony of the inscription on the datestone of her Free 
School: "Feare God and Honour ye King 1642". 

The accounts of the Overseers of the Poor10 for the early eighteenth century provide lists 
of the recipients of the Lees on charity. In 1722 nine of the twenty beneficiaries were widows and 
five of the remainder were women. The poor widow must have been a common problem for both 
relatives and village authorities. The wills reinforce this impression when one counts the number 
of instances where wives survived their husbands. Seventy-seven testators out of the total ninety
three were or had been married, in only thirteen cases did the husband survive his wife. 

So far I have concentrated on monetary bequests but of course many wills contain references 
to a wide variety of goods and chattels. Some give as detailed a list of household possessions as 
many inventories and so provide much information about furniture, ·cooking utensils, farm 
implements and stock. Few people were rich enough to leave their son "my grete gilded silver 
salt seller" as J oyce Emeley did in 1621. However this was an appropriate gift from the widow of 
the lord of one of the village's three manors and a daughter of the late Thomas God win, Bishop 
of Bath and Wells. More common are references to "pewter platters", "ye great cettle", "one 
brasse pott". Particular items of furniture are often specified. Vincent Shortland in 1639 be
queathed to his wife "household stuff" including "one red chest standing at my beds foot". In 
the early eighteenth century Vincent's descendant Elizabeth Shortland inherited "the chest called 
Brag by's chest". Perhaps the original owner of this chest was the Henry Brag by who made his 
will in 1666 when he left "halfe my cheese" to be divided between his wife and daughter. For
tunately for his heirs, Henry died just over a month after making this unusual bequest. The same 
man left his wife "my little pide cow" which with the "colly ewe" and the "red cow" of Richard 
Shortland evokes a countryside more colourful than today's. 

Among the rarest household possessions mentioned are books. Katherine Haynes left a 

8 W. K. Jordan. Philanthropy in England. 1480-
1660. (1959). 

• W. K. Jordan. The Charities of Rural England. 
1480-1660. (1961). especially pp. 33-71 where he 

deals with the neighbouring county of Buckingham. 
10 Bodleian Library, Oxford. Mss. Top. Northants 
d.10. 
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Bible to her kinsman Thomas Pomfrett in 1700. Ten years later Henry Haynes bequeathed "my 
great bible and one shilling" to his daughter Susannah. However there is no proof that these 
two testators were related and that the Bible in question was the same one. The only other literary 
bequest was made by Martha Richards. It was appropriate that as the Rector's widow she left 
her daughter Dorothy three volumes including, "Enlarged the grounds of Religion". Martha's 
legacy to her grand-daughter Sara Crofts, "The Returning Backslider" by Doctor Gibbs, was 
probably received with less than wholehearted enthusiasm. 

FIG. ll. PRIORY FARM, HELMDON; the home of the Emilys. 

The rarity of books among the .lega~ies leads t~ a consideration of the q.uestion of literacy. 
One of the advantages of wills as an h1stoncal source 1s the number of people mvolved with each 
document. Apart from the principal there are the witnesses whose signatures or marks were 
required to make the will legal. An analysis of the proportion of persons who signed their names 
to those who made a mark can be a useful guide to the standard of literacy at the time. 

Obviously the fact that a man signs his name is not conclusive proof of his ability to write 
or read, it only proves that he was capable of writing his own name on that particular occasion. 
Some signatures look like the result of much anxious and not always successful practice. A few 
testators were too weak to manage their signature and their. mark can give a misleading impression 
of their inability to write. Nicholas Sanders made two Wills, the first in 1662 which ends with 
his signature, the second of 1664 includes his mark. Bearing in mind this precautionary example 
we can examine the wills for evidence of literacy. Of the ninety-three wills ten give no evidence 
of signatures or marks, fifty-three were completed with the testator's mark and the remaining 
thirty were signed. It is not surprising to discover that all four gentlemen were able to sign their 
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names. By this criterion five of the six masons were literate, probably because their jobs involved 
communicating and negotiating with people beyond the village. The only real surprise is that 
whereas only one of the eleven husbandmen avoided using his mark, two of the six labourers 
signed their wills. This evidence can be presented another way to see if there is any change in 
the rate of illiteracy over the period. 

1603- 1652 
1653- 1704 
1705- 1760 

Total wills with 
Evidence of literacy 

17 
35 
26 

Marks 

12 
25 
11 

Signatures 

5 
10 
15 

Marks as 0/o 
of Total 
70.6o/0 

71.4o/0 

42.3o/0 

The improvements in literacy in the eighteenth century is also borne out by an analysis 
of marriage certificates in Helmdon. Between 1760- 1770 only 35.5o/0 of marriage partners used 
a mark. Investigations in other parts of England support the idea of a general decrease in illiteracy 
at this time but as yet the evidence available is fragmentary .11 The endowment of a school in 
Helmdon, the result of a donation from a former rector in 1723, should have helped to raise the 
standard of literacy by the middle of the century. Only one Helmdon testator made any provision 
for the education of his children. In 1672 the husbandman Richard Pullen arranged that his 
fifteen year old son Benjamin was to receive a year's "diet and scooleing". Whether or not as a 
result of this tuition, Benjarriin was capable of signing his name on his will fifty years later. 

Moving from the ends to the beginnings of the documents we find that the preambles 
provide clues about the changing attitudes of testators. A typical seventeenth century introduction 
can be taken from the will of Henry Bragby made in 1666. "In the Name of God Amen . .... 
I Henry Brag by ..... being sick and weak but of sound and pfect memory God be praised for 
ye same and calling to minde the uncertainty of this present transitory life . . . . . do make this 
my last will and testament in maner and forme as followeth that is to say first and principally I 
comend my soule into the ha,ndes of God my Creator Beeleiveing that I shall receive full pardon 
and free remission of all my sins by ye precious death and merritts of Christ my redeemer . . . . . . ". 
Sometimes the testators belief in their redemption was expressed even more clearly. Marie 
Burrowes in 1614 referred to," .... the electe of God of which number I doo steadfastly believe 
myself to be one". By 1697 the opening formula was considerably reduced as William Gilkes' 
testament shows ". . . . I William Gilkes the elder . . . . . Being W eake of Body but of Sound 
Memory God be praised for the same, doe make Constitute and Ordaine this my last Will and 
Testament in maner and forme following, that is to say, first comend my soul into the hands of 
Almighty God my Creator my body to the earth decently to be buryed .... ". The increasingly 
secular tone of the documents continues into the eighteenth century and by 1760 the brevity 
of J osiah Bonham's introduction provides a striking contrast with those used a hundred years 
earlier. "In the name of God Amen I Josiah Bonham ....... weaver do make publish and 
declare this my last Will and Testament in Manner following ..... ". 

Another change in the organisation of wills involves the appointment of Overseers whose 
principal duty was to adjudicate on any disputes between the legatees. In some cases they acted 
as trustees. Overseers are nominated in twenty of the ninety-three wills and all but two of these 
occur before 1700. 

Finally these documents can help the local historian by providing evidence, sometimes 
disconcertingly allusive, about the topography of the area. The "Carpenders Close" which John 
Stockley bequeathed to his son Robert in 1714 can be identified on the Inclosure Map. In 1619 
John Browne authorized one of his sons to take "twenty spires" of wood out of "Westerne Hills" 
to be used for repairing some farm buildings. The whereabouts of "Westerne Hills" is made 
clear in another will. Brown's property later came into the possession of Thomas Tyte a London 
merchant, a copy of whose will survives at Worcester College, Oxford.12 Tyte refers to, "my 
coppice called West erne Hills at Syresham". An interesting piece of information about a nearby 
village is contained in Christopher Smith's will of 1658. He left his son a recently purchased 

n On the problem of assessing literacy seeP. Laslett, 12 Worcester Coll. Box 13 Helmdon. Copy of the 
op. cit. pp. 194-199. will of Thos. Tyte. 20 Jan. 1691. 



HELMDON WILLS 1603-1760 241 

FIG. III. 
HELMDON 
CHURCHYARD : 

Edward 
Harriott's 
Gravestone. 

messuage in Charelton (Charlton), "called by the name of a chappell". These examples incidentally 
illustrate two other points, first a considerable amount of property was changing hands during 
the 1603- 1760 period. At least thirteen of the wills refer to purchases of land or houses bought 
by the testator and in some cases there are two or more transactions. Sometimes the property 
concerned was not in Helmdon and this often results in the sort of topographical information 
about another parish noted above. If Helmdon Wills provide useful information about Charlton 
or Syresham then the reverse will be true. Obviously a great deal of undiscovered or uncollated 
information is contained in the thousands of wills relating to this or any other locality. 

It is possible to connect certain features of the present day village to the wills and their 
makers. Very few of the same families survived into the middle of the twentieth century but 
some of the same names appear as field or house names today. It is tempting, but difficult, to 
identify some of the buildings mentioned in the wills. The houses of two of the principal seven
teenth century inhabitants are illustrated by photographs. Figure I shows the old rectory as it 
was drawn in 1844 ten years before it was demolished and replaced by the present house. The 
Emilys who were the most important family in Helmdon during the seventeenth century occupied 
what is now called Priory Farm. The photograph (Figure Il) shows what remains of this house 
which must have been larger three hundred years ago when it possessed twelve hearths.l3 

One obvious place to search for tangible evidence of our testators is among the tomb
stones in Helmdon Churchyard. Unfortunately the practice of erecting permanent memorials 
seems to have been uncommon before 1700. However, the gravestone to Edward Harriott (Figure 
~II) is a fitting memorial to a prosperous yeoman and also to the skilled carving of a mason working 
In the local stone. 

This article has covered diverse topics and more questions than answers have been offered. 
This_ i~ both deliberate and unavoidab~e. Much furt~er research into the records of village com
mumttes needs to be done before satisfactory solutwns can be offered to the major problems 
especially those involving relative wealth and poverty. I hope that the points I have raised will 
stimulate others to undertake similar investigations when they realize that wills provide much 
more than a tedious recitation of bequests and legacies. EDWARD PARRY. 

13 Hearth Tax Returns. Michaelmas 1662.-Microfilm at N.R.O. 
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