
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 
1975 

CONTENTS 
PAGE 

Particulars of the Society ii 

Institutional Members of the Society ii 

Notes and News . . . 153 

Joan Wake. G. !sham 156 

Patrick King writes . . . 160 

The Published Works of J oan Wake. Rosemary Eady 162 

The Origins of the Wake Family: 
The Early History of the Barony of Bourne in Lincolnshire. E. King .. . 167 

Four Deserted Settlements in Northamptonshire. A. E. Brown; C. C. Taylor 178 

The Fourteenth-Century Tile Paving at Higham Ferrers. Elizabeth S. Eames 199 

The Medieval Parks of Northamptonshire. J. M. Steane 211 

Helmdon Wills 1603-1760. E. Parry ... 235 

Justices of the Peace in Northamptonshire 1830-1845. 
Part II. The Work of the County Magistrates. R. W. Shorthouse 243 

The Rise of Industrial Kettering. R. L. Greenall ... 253 

Domestic Service in Northamptonshire-1830-1914. Pamela Horn 267 

King's School, Peterborough. A. Wootton 276 

John Dryden's Titchmarsh Home. Helen Belgion ... 278 

Book Reviews: J. M. Steane, Buildings of England: Northamptonshire 281 
V. A. Hatley, 1873-1973, Mount Pleasant Chapel, Northampton: History 283 
V. A. Hatley, Class Struggle and the Industrial Revolution: Early Industrial 

Capitalism in Three English Towns... 284 
G. Isham, Theatre Unroyal ... 285 
B. A. Holderness, Northants Militia Lists 1777 286 
N. Marlow, The Northamptonshire Landscape: Northamptonshire and the 

Soke of Peterborough 287 
Obituaries: Mrs. Philippa Mary Mendes-Da Costa 289 

Mr. John Waters, R.J. Kitchin .. . 289 

All communications regarding articles in this issue and future issues should be addressed to the 
Honorary Editor, Mr.}. M. Steane, The Grammar School, Kettering 

VoL. V 
Published by the Northamptonshire Record Society 

Price 35p 

PRINTED IN ENGLAND BY DALKEITH PRESS LIMITED, KETTERING, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

No. 3 



178 

FOUR DESERTED SETTLEMENTS IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

A RECENT study shows that Northamptonshire contains the sites of no less than 82 villages and 
hamlets which are known to have existed in the medieval period but which have now almost 
entirely disappeared, leaving frequently only earth works or a scatter of pottery and stone behind.1 

While the absence of good documentary evidence makes precision impossible in all cases, it is 
generally thought that most of these villages finally lost their population in the period 1450-88, 
at a time when landlords were interested in converting arable land to pasture in order to rear 
sheep .. Mter this period the depopulation of villages continued on a smaller scale and was often 
due to the action of powerful landlords interested in the creation of ornamental parks around their 
country houses. This article considers four such places in Northamptonshire; Churchfield and 
Kingsthorpe lost their inhabitants late in the Middle Ages, and Knuston and Overstone suffered 
removal for landscaping in the eighteenth century.2 

Churchfield 

Churchfield was one of a series of settlements which occupied the now almost deserted 
Lyveden valley S.W. of Oundle in the medieval period (Fig. 1). It is first mentioned (as Ciricfield, 
the open land by the church) in a charter of c.964 A.D. which describes the boundaries of an 
estate belonging to Peterborough monastery.3 The name suggests but does not prove the early 
existence of a chapel, presumably dependant upon a minster church at Oundle, and in fact Church
field remained part of·Oundle parish until a boundary change in 1895 added to it Benefield. Its 
territory (Fig. 1), which was independent of the land of Oundle, consists of a tongue of land 
jutting S.W. into the Lyveden valley.4 This suggests penetration from the direction of Oundle 
and accords with the impression given by the charter, with its repeated references to clearings and 
treestumps, to the removal of woodland for agriculture. Saxo-Norman pottery from Lyveden5 a 
mile away to the S.W., suggests similar forest settlements at a comparable date. 

In the 12th century, Churchfield was held by the Angevin family but passed in 1289 to 
Hugh de Gorham.6 In 1332, the Gorhams sold Churchfield to Robert Wyvill, bishop of Salisbury, 
who was building up a considerable estate at Lyveden; he is mentioned several times in 14th 
century charters relating to it and in 1328 received licence to empark his wood at Lytelhawe by 
Lyveden.7 From this time on Churchfield and Lyveden remain closely linked as part of one estate, 

1 K. J. Allison, M. W. Beresford and J. G. Hurst 
The Deserted Villages of Northamptonshire, Leicester, 
1966. . 

2 The sites were the subject of surveys carried out 
by students attending courses on field archaeology 
organised by the Adult Education Department of 
Leicester University. The article is published with 
the aid of a grant from the Research Board of 
Leicester University. The pottery fragments collected 
from the sites have been examined and commented 
on by Mr. D. C. Mynard of Milton Keynes Devel
opment Corporation, and have been presented to 
Northampton Museum. 

3 J. E. B. Gower, A. Mawer and F . M. Stenton, 
The Place Names of Northamptonshire (1933), 212; 
Birch Cartularium Saxonicum Vol. Ill, 368. 

4 The sources used for the parish and lordship 
boundary map are: Oundle Enclosure Map 1810, 
N.R.O. Map 2858; OS 6" map, edition of 1889; 
Bryant's map of Northamptonshire 1827; map of Pap-

ley 1632, N .R.O. map 2221; Elmington Tithe Map 
1838, N.R.O.T. 108; Barnwell Tithe Map N.R.O.T. 
289; map of Armston 1716, N.R.O. map 1376; map 
of Hemington and Kingsthorpe 1716 N .R.O. map 
1390; maps of Lilford and Wigsthorpe 1769 and 
1794, N.R.O. maps 3782 and 3761. 

5 Bull Northamptonshire Fed Archaeol Socs 7 
(1972), 49; G. F. Bryant and J. M. Steane "Excava
tions at the deserted medieval settlement at Lyveden, 
second interim report", J. Northampton Mus Art 
Gallery 5 (1969), 17 and 49, sites in Lyveden area 
producing St. Neots ware. 

6 Henry of Pytchley's Book of Fees ed. W. T. 
Mellows, Northamptonshire Record Society (1927) 
120-1, 146-7; VCH Northants Ill, 92-3; J. Bridges 
History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire II, 413; 
Feudal Aids IV, 48. 

7 VCH Northants Ill, 171; Gal Pat R. 1327-30, 
310. 
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although in different parishes; this explains the statement by Bridges that "Churchfield, notwith
standing its appendance to Oundle, [is] considered parcel of Liveden lordship". In the late 14th 
century it passed to the Holt family. 

What record material survives suggests that Churchfield was a small and relatively in
significant place. The subsidy list of 13018 shows that only nine lay taxpayers paid the fifteenth 
assessed on the value of moveable property in that year; since no minimum property value was 
fixed for collection purposes, this is probably a reasonably accurate estimate of the number of 
families living there. The list was headed by Hugh de Gorham, evidently a resident lord. At the 
same time Parva Lyveden had 27 taxpayers and the other two hamlets of Oundle shown on the 
list, Elmington and Ashton, had 10 and 29 respectively. Other records of medieval taxation supply 
no information, since Churchfi.eld is not named in the quota list of 1334 and is presumably silently 
included in the Oundle payment of £9 .. 9 .. 9. Together with Oundle and its other hamlets it is 
shown by name in the poll tax receipts of 1377 but the number of taxpayers there is not separately 
given.9 Compared with neighbouring settlements it appears infrequently in other medieval records. 
The pleas of the forest are full of cases of poaching involving people from Lyveden, Lowick, 
Brigstock, Aldwinkle, Pilton and Wadenhoe but only on one occasion does Churchfield appear 

8 PRO E 179/155/31. 
9 Notes from files of M.V.R.G. London. 
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in the printed collection, when in 1251 the men of Churchfield, Lyveden and other places met 
before the steward of the forest to discover who had been responsible for hunting in the forest.10 

Occasional references occur to the chapel. It figures in a grant to Peterborough abbey in 
1189 of land in Oundle and other places, "with the church and chapels of Aiston, Elmenton and 
Churchefield".11 Bridges mentioned a "Chapel close" near the house at Churchfield. This chapel 
was distinct from the "chapel of St. Mary in Great Lyveden in a place called Overende" mentioned 
in a grant by Robert Wyvill in 1354.12 Bridges makes it clear that the names Great Lyveden and 
Over (or Upper) Lyveden refer to the same place, yet Churchfield and Upper Lyveden are shown 
as separate places in a document of 1346.13 

Some idea of the nature of the Churchfield and Lyveden estate can be obtained from an 
inquisition produced in connection with the forfeiture of the lands of John Holt in 1388.14 This 
treats his holdings at Churchfield, Lyveden, Warmington, Oundle and Elton as a unit but it is a 
reasonable assumption that the main core of the estate lay in the Lyveden valley. Altogether there 
were 300 acres of arable land of which lOO were fallow, suggesting the operation of some kind 
of three-field rotation system. He had three small fishponds two old and ruinous dovecotes and 
two woods containing 12 acres. Altogether rents amounted to £10 .. 2 and the perquisites of the 
manorial courts 2s. 8d annually. The detailed description and valuation of the property at Lyveden, 
presumably the demesne holding, indicates a mixed economy, with 64 acres sown with wheat, 
barley and peas; the list refers to cart horses, a cart, ploughs and their gear, oxen, pigs and 48 
cattle but only 5 sheep. 

A list of accounts and rolls of the late 14th and early 15th centuries refers to the holding 
of manor courts at Churchfield and Lyveden in the reigns of Richard II and Henry IV but the 
only court roll to survive is one of 1403 held by the bailiff of Sir John Holt the younger ;15 a court 
at Lyveden was held on the same day, attended by 10 tenants. At Churchfield there was one 
essoin; one free tenant, William Barker, surrendered his tenement, and three more acknowledged 
that they held a messuage apiece. Ten other people also pledged fealty and presumably held land 
at Churchtield, but not all need have lived there; one person is specifically described as "of 
Oundell". One was a chaplain and might have been connected with the chapel. 

This roll is the last surviving piece of evidence to imply the continued existence of a 
settlement at Churchfield and thereafter the history of the place becomes as obscure as that of 
the rest of the Lyveden valley. The Holt family continued to hold Churchfield and Lyveden at 
least until 1420 but before 1450 most of the land had been acquired by the Treshams,16 who 
however were deprived of much of their land by an act of attainder passed by the Yorkist parlia
ment in 1461 after the battle of Towton. This may explain why we find a substantial farm, con
sisting of a messuage and 60 acres of arable in Churchfield and Lyveden, held by Agnes Stoke 
in 1465/6 who in that year was succeeded by her son Thomas Stoke, clerkY John Tresham 
secured the annulment of the forfeiture in 1485, and Churchfield, Lyveden, Stoke Doyle and 
Warmington together with other manors, were leased to the earl of Wiltshire. On his death in 
1499 they were said to be worth £40 per annum18 but we have no knowledge of the way in which 
they were being farmed. Rather more information is available about the Stoke estate, for the 
lnquisitio PostMortem of Thomas Stoke of 1495/6 speaks of a cottage, 100 acres of land, 6 acres 
of meadow in Lyveden and Churchfield, held of Edward Earl of Wiltshire by fealty only.19 It is 
significant that the description at this late date is still that of a balanced agricultural unit con
taining arable, pasture and meadow. It is also of interest to note that the recent excavations at 

10 Select Pleas of the Forest Selden Society XIII 
(1899), 100. 

11 Gal Charter R. 1226-57, 19; ibid 1327-41, 274 
(confirmation of grant of 1189). 

12 Gal Pat R. 1354-8, 116. 
13 Bridges II, 373; Pytchley, 120-1. 
14 Gal Mise Inqs 1387-93, 24. 

15 NRO Finch Hatton 552 and 2698. 
16 M. E. Finch The Wealth of Five Northampton

shire Families Northamptonshire Record Society 
(1956), 67. 

17 Bridges II, 413. 
18 NRO Stopford Sackville 3751. 
19 Gal lnqs P.M. 1485-97, 523. 
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Lyveden have produced evidence of continued occupation of an agricultural character well on 
into the late 15th century ;2o perhaps the Stoke farm was situated there. 

By about 1540 however the whole area had been laid down to grass and had passed to a 
very large extent into the hands of the Tresham family. In 1540 Prior Tresham obtained licence 
to empark at Lyveden 120 acres of wood, 250 acres of pasture and 50 acres of meadow; in 1544 
he bought a close called Somersailes, large enough for 300 sheep, and acquired another close at 
Lyveden in 1555. A rental of 1546 shows that the Treshams had let Somersailes and other closes 
near Churchfield, including Webster's Close, to tenants. Leland, who visited the area between 
1535 and 1543, commented on the ancient manor house at Lyveden and its surrounding meadows. 
In the later 16th century the Treshams began to farm themselves land formerly leased out and 
went in for sheep farming on a large scale; by 1597 the Lyveden pastures, which no doubt included 

20 Note by J. M. Steane in Northamptonshire 
Archaeology 9 (1974). 
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those around Churchfield, had 2,860 of Sir Thomas Tresham's sheep on them. 21 Plans were also 
afoot for the conversion of Lyveden into an impressive country seat.22 

The settlement at Churchfield had by now vanished almost completely, and all that can 
be said for certain is that desertion took place between the manor court meeting of 1403 and the 
references to sheep farming and pastures in the 1540s although the fact that neither Churchfield 
nor Lyveden are mentioned in the returns collected by Wolsey's commissioners into depopulation 
and enclosure might suggest that these things had in the main taken place before 1488.23 Depopu
lation was probably a gradual process, involving the surrender of tenements for better farms 
elsewhere, perhaps the sort of thing that William Barker was doing in 1403.24 Also the existence 
of a sizeable mixed farming unit at Churchfield and Lyveden at the end of the 15th century 
indicates that in some places in the Lyveden valley at least arable farming went on until quite 
late, with the change over to pasture not completed until the earlier 16th century. 

All that remains of Churchfield is a substantial stone farm house which may well be the 
descendant of the original manor house. This figures in the Hearth Tax returns of 1674 as the 
only house at Churchfield and is described by Bridges as a "mansion house" forming one of the 
five component lodges of Lyveden lordship. 25 

The Site (TL 006878; Fig. 2) 
In 1959 Mr. M. Berridge of Churchfield Farm found some 20 yards N.E. of the farmhouse 

a well preserved stone window head with running saltire ornament in the Transitional style of 
the later 12th century, which is now preserved at the farm. This was thought to be associated 
with the chapel known to have existed at Churchfield and from 1961 to 1964 the Local History 
Society of Oundle School opened up an area immediately to the S. of the place where the window 
head had been found. The walls left exposed are difficult to interpret but seem to represent 
several rooms of a substantial domestic building of local limestone with unmortared walls, c.2 ft. 
thick, probably a manor house. A wall at the N.W. corner of the excavated area may belong to a 
separate phase or building since its stones are larger and its thickness greater (c. 2ft. 8 in.). Lying 
about were many fragments of green glazed tiles, stone roofing tiles and pottery. 

This building occupies the northernmost of three terraces sloping down to Harpers Brook. 
Close to the brook is a small rectangular depression some 25 x 50 ft. which might be a fishpond. 
To the N.E. are some battered plough ridges 7-8 yards across. 

Field walking in the small field immediately N. of the excavated building suggested the 
presence of scatters of limestone associated with fragments of medieval pottery and tiles. Further 
work showed that the arable field to the E. of Churchfield Farm contained a very dense scatter 
of medieval pottery of some 27 acres, with oyster shells, bones and iron slag, which evidently 
indicated the general site of the settlement of Churchfield. 26 

The finds from the site 

(a) From the area of the excavated building The pottery is mainly of 13th century date, 
but with some 14th century material. Most of it is of Lyveden shelly type with wall sherds from 
jugs and bowls with thumbing around the outer edge. 27 There are sherds of Developed Stamford 
ware of the 13th century, and of Potterspury type and sandy wares of the 13th-14th centuries; 

21 Finch op cit note 16, 69, 71 n.1, 74. The field 
name maps in Northamptonshire Record Office show 
that Somersailes was in the area of NGR SP 972862 
and Websters Close around SP 990870. 

22 Sir Gyles !sham "Sir Thomas Tresham and his 
buildings" Rep Pap Northamptonshire Antiq Soc 65 
(1964-5); A. E. Brown and C. C. Taylor, "The 
gardens at Lyveden, Northamptonshire" Arch J. 129 
(1972) 154-60. 

23 I. S. Leadam Domesday of Inclosures 1517-18 
(1897) Vol. 1. The returns record depopulation and 
enclosure at Biggin, Oundle and Elmington and it 

might be thought that Churchfield and Lyveden 
would not have been missed. 

24 Also J. Steane "Excavations at Lyveden 1965-
67" J. Northampton Mus Art Gallery 2 (1967) 6. 

25 PRO E 179/254/14; Bridges II, 373. 
26 Bulletin Northamptonshire Fed Archaeol Sacs 2 

(1967), 22. 
27 D. C. Mynard in D. G. and J. G. Hurst "Exca

vations at the Medieval Village of Wythemail, North
amptonshire" Medieval Archaeology XIII (1969), 
Fig. 56, 61. 
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also many fragments of Lyveden ridge tiles with characteristic stabbing. A broken iron hunting 
arrow and a decorated bronze strap and plate resemble examples from Lyveden. 28 There is also 
a small hemispherical decorated bronze stud and fragments of a green glass flask with vertical 
and horizontal trailing. 

(b) From the pottery scatter. Pottery The abundance of pottery in relation to the 
apparently small size of the place suggests the possibility that, as at Lyveden, pottery might have 
been made here, but positive proof is lacking. The pottery covers the 12th to 15th centuries, with 
the bulk of it belonging to the 13th and 14th centuries. There are a few sherds of St. Neots type 
and of Developed Stamford ware, but the bulk is of Lyveden shell and limestone tempered ware. 
There are sherds of cooking pots of 12th-14th centuries, with an emphasis on 13th-14th centuries.29 

Jugs are represented by rims, body sherds decorated with white painted strips and clay pads with 
grid stamp decoration, and also by a wide variety of strap and rod handles.30 There are five pipkin 
handles and bowls with rims which are upright, thumbed, everted or flanged. 31 There is also a 
flanged Potterspury bowl rim32 and a few late medieval sherds which are of interest in view of 
the attested early 15th century occupation. 

Other Finds include two horse shoes and an ox shoe33
, an iron key, a heavy nail head, a 

piece of iron slag, 3 worked flints, and a Romano British grey ware rim. 

Kingsthorpe 

The general location of Kingsthorpe (in the parish of Polebrook) strongly recalls that of 
Churchfield. The parish boundary map (Fig. 1) shows how both places, together with Papley, 
Wigsthorpe, Southwick and Lyveden form part of a pattern of secondary settlement on higher 
clay land or along streams apparently derived from primary villages on lighter soils closer to the 
Nene. As with Warmington and Papley and Lilford and Wigsthorpe, the settlements are grouped 
in pairs, the presumed mother settlement of Kingsthorpe being Armston. 

It is of interest to note, therefore, that in Domesday Book Kingsthorpe is linked with 
Armston,34 where they are assessed together at 5 hides, held by 5 knights of Peterborough Abbey. 
Between them they had 6 sokemen, 9 villeins and 3 bordars, which suggests a total population of 
around 80-90 for the two places in 1086. Kingsthorpe and Armston together were therefore just 
smaller than Polebrook, which had a recorded population of 1 serf, 13 villeins, 2 bordars and 
3 sokemen. 

Ecclesiastically Kingsthorpe formed a hamlet within Polebrook parish, which means that 
medieval taxation records tell us little about it. The subsidy roll of 1301 does show the hamlets 
separately under the heading of Polebrook cum membris but the margin where Kingsthorpe 
might have been expected has been damaged. Kingsthorpe taxpayers are silently included in the 
107 shillings assessed on Polebrook cum membris in 1334 and in the 179 people who paid the 
poll tax in the same parish in 1377.35 

The records of the manorial administration of Kingsthorpe therefore become our main 
source for its history. Its manorial history is complicated. Pytchley's Book of Fees mentions two 
fees, which included Kingsthorpe land, both held of Peterborough Abbey. One of these, the fee 
of Maufe, also included land in Woodford and Hemington and was rated at 2 knight's fees. 
Before 1254 Robert de V ere granted tenements of this fee in Hemington and Kingsthorpe to the 
abbot of Thorney. Additionally in 1271 a grant was made by Hervey de Borham, archdeacon of 
Shropshire, to the ab bey of Thorney of his ''manor" of Kingsthorpe together with land in Arms ton 

28 "Excavations at Lyveden 1965-7", op. cit. 24 
10, a: "Third Interim Report", ibid,Journal9, June 
1971, Fig. 11, a,8. 

29 The Types are as illustrated in Lyveden 1965-7, 
Fig. 4, a - c, Fig. 5, e, and Second Interim Report as 
n. 5, Fig. 10, h. 

30 As in Lyveden 1965-7, Fig. 2, d, e; Wythemail 

report, Fig. 57, 89, 90 and 91. 
31 Lyveden 1965-7, Fig. 5, f, and Fig. 7, b, c, e-h. 
32 Wythemail report, Fig. 58, 112. 
33 As Lyveden Second Interim Report, Fig. 17, o, 

and Third Interim Report, Fig. 15, b4. 
34 VCH Northants I (1902), 315. 
35 PRO E 179/155/31; PRO E 179/155/3. 
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KINGSTHORPE 
FIG 3. KINGSTHORPE. 

and Hemington.36 Precisely what these lands consisted of we do not know, but the result was to 
make the Abbey of Thorney a considerable land-owner in Kingsthorpe lordship. This position 
was strengthened by other grants, as that of a messuage by Robert, son of William de Basingham 
in c. 1270.37 

The second fee, that of Luvetot, which included, inter alia, land in Polebrook, Armston 
and Winwick, became much split up in the 13th century and in 1252 part of its Kingsthorpe 
territories were granted back to Peterborough. 38 Other land in Kingsthorpe was granted in the 
13th century to the Hospital of St. John the Baptist at Armston and in the 15th century to the 
chantry founded by William Chamber and his wife at Aldwinkle.39 There was also a "King's Fee". 
In the 12th century Northamptonshire Survey William de Chirchetot is shown as holding l hide 
"of the King's fee"; this might be in some way linked with a "King's fee" in Pole brook to which 
occasional references are found in the 13th and 14th centuries, to the fact that the Crown enclosed 
land there in 1510 and is shown by terriers to have held land at Kingsthorpe in 1509/10 and that 
much of Pole brook belonged to the Duchy of Lancaster in the 17th century. 40 The name Kings
thorpe ("village belonging to the King") suggests that at one time the place had been a royal 
estate, most of which had been granted to Peterborough Abbey but some of which had been 
resumed after 1086. 

36 Pytchley, 56 and 60 n.1; Bridges II, 419-420; 
NRO Buccleuch Charters 467, 481, 439, 438, 440, 
436; VCH Northants Ill, 106, but see also 81; Gal 
Charter R. 1348, 79. 

37 Buccleuch Charters 432; also 433, c. 1280, quit
claim by Alice widow of Robert Bosingham to 
Thorney of her right in a messuage and curtilage. 

38 Pytchley 97; Buccleuch Charters 434; VCH Nor-

thants Ill, 102. 
39 Hospital of St. John: Bridges II, 419; Buccleuch 

Charters 370 (c. 1250); Aldwinkle chantry, Bridges 
II, 418. 

40 VCH Northants I, 367; VCH Northants Ill, 
103; Bridges II, 414; Domesday of Inclosures !, 23, 
280. 
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The manorial documents which survive consist of 38 charters recording land transactions 
mainly between tenants, a terrier of the mid 14th century describing two tenements called Ay lend 
and Wresteleys and a set of court rolls of the period 1384-96. The latter relates to the abbot of 
Thorney's manorial court and records the usual fealties and petty offences. 41 In 1384 for example 
Thomas Blaysworth was fined 2d. for cutting down two trees in his garden without permission; 
in 1386 Stephen Oliver made land waste, to the lord's loss, and was fined one shilling. That a 
chapel existed is shown by an entry in 1396 when John Dury, Henry Aylington, Katherine, wife 
of Richard Finare and Henry Blaysworth were presented for removing much timber from outside 
it. The number of jurymen declined from 11 in 1383 and 1385 to 9 in 1394 and 1396; most of 
them presumably came from Kingsthorpe and some of them can be shown from the charters to 
have done so. Henry Aylington for example, who appears as a juryman on all the surviving rolls, 
was a member of a family which is known from a charter to have lived at Kingsthorpe since 
c.1300. 42 More interesting is the appearance on the rolls of lists of the lord's villeins, who belong 
to the manor of Kingsthorpe and who are fined for being away from the manor, at Polebrook, 
Thurning, Oundle, Peterborough and Hemmingford Abbots in Huntingdonshire. In 1384 there 
were six such people and in 1385 and 1386 13 and 11 respectively, the names being the same in 
most cases. The impression given is that a substantial number of villeins were choosing to live 
away from Kingsthorpe. 

The terrier, which on internal evidence can be dated to before 1381 and the 13th and 14th 
century charters contain much topographical information about the fields of Kingsthorpe but 
little about the village. However, three charters speak of the "court of Simon Maufe", the "court 
of the abbot of Thorney" and the "gate of the hall of Kynestorp", which might relate to the 
moated site in the S.E. corner of the village area.43 The charters also show how much land in 
Kingsthorpe was owned and presumably farmed by people who lived in the neighbouring villages 
and not at Kingsthorpe at all. For example, in 1404 William Castell of "Jokesle" granted to John 
Aburne of Pole brook 2 acres of arable land in the fields of Kingsthorpe. This Aburne (or Abourne) 
holding, consisting altogether of a farmhouse in Polebrook with 18 acres of land, passed in 1438 
to William Armston of Armston to form part of the very substantial estate held by that family 
in the area, the development of which is illustrated by other charters. In 1410 William Armston 
obtained from William Wakefield certain unspecified lands and tenements in Kingsthorpe; in 
1417 he gained a messuage and 12 acres of land in Kingsthorpe and Armston from Alan Aylington 
and in 1438 a tenement and a further 18 acres in the fields of Kingsthorpe and Polebrook from 
John Davy of Hemington and Henry Philyppe of Polebrook.44 

Two court rolls of the late 15th century suggest that by then the place had shrunk in size 
but had not yet become completely deserted. A roll of 1486 merely records that Thomas and 
Alice Coke of Kingsthorpe took possession of a messuage with two tofts recently held by Simon 
Conyton and were to pay to the sacristan of Thorney 16 shillings a year; they were required to 
"repair and rebuild one chamber at the end of the hall towards the south, within two years". 
A roll of 1488 has a small jury of 5, and the business of the court concerns two of the jurymen. 
Henry Aylington of Kingsthorpe is said to hold the site of the manor there with 5 virgates of 
demesne land and a close called Abrahams Close and John Gydon holds a messuage and 2 tofts 
and a virgate of land by copyhold. 

None of the documents however are of much use in supplying reliable information about 
the size of Kingsthorpe. All that can be said is that the late 14th century court rolls and charters 
suggest that a modest number of people lived there, but that by the late 15th century they had 
declined in number. Just why this was we do not know. It was not at this date due to enclosure 
for sheep farming and as at Churchfi.eld might simply have been the result of a gradual move 
away from a small hamlet at a time of declining population to better holdings elsewhere, as 
suggested by the earlier court rolls. 

41 NRO Montague Buccleuch Collection, Box X 
889, which also contains the terriers and later court 
rolls mentioned below. 

42 Buccleuch Charters 431. 

43 Buccleuch Charters 474 and 475, c. 1250; 433 
and 419, c. 1280. 

44 Buccleuch Charters 445, 460, 446, 447, 461. 
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Even if Kingsthorpe had become smaller, its fields were still cultivated as arable. The 
evidence for this is supplied by two terriers which record the allotment of land in the open fields 
of Kingsthorpe before and after a relatively minor adjustment in landholdings in 1509/10. Not all 
the furlongs listed in the terriers can be precisely located upon the modern map but the topography 
of the documents is sufficiently clear to show that they refer to the great bulk of the land of Kings
thorpe lordship and not to just a part of it. The main landholders were Thomas Armston, Thomas 
Montague, William Dalton, Thomas Carlyll and Thomas Henson; most of these can be shown 
to have lived elsewhere. Substantial holdings were also to be accounted for by the demesne 
("ferme"), the Hospital of St. John at Armston, the chantry at Aid winkle, the King, the Abbey 
of Peterborough and the vicar of Hemington; Thorney Abbey also held a smaller allotment of 
non-demesne land. The reorganisation probably had the effect of reducing the number of smaller 
proprietors; the terriers show a difference of five in the total number of smaller landholders, 
leaving only three with less than two acres, but where they lived is not known. 

However there are hints of the enclosure of some of the arable land at Kingsthorpe in the 
early 16th century. An agreement between Thomas Montague and the master of the Hospital of 
St. John of Arms ton in 1504 recorded an exchange of land whereby Thomas Montagu was able 
to acquire 3 selions in the fields of Kingsthorpe between a dose already owned by him and one 
belonging to the abbot of Thorney.45 Better evidence is supplied by the returns of the Wolsey 
Commission, which record the destruction by Thorney Abbey of a messuage and the conversion 
to pasture of 6 acres of arable with the consequent loss of employment to 6 people ;46 this holding 
is almost certainly the additional Thorney property recorded in the terriers, which by the re
organisation had been largely consolidated in Customs Furlong to the east of the village. These 
enclosures with attendant depopulation probably took place because Kingsthorpe had so dwindled 
in size that they could be effected without too much difficulty. A suggestion of depopulation 
occurs again in 1518 when Robert Trypshawe, presumably related to the William Trupshaw who 
was one of the small proprietors in the terriers, appeared at the manor court of Luddington to 
surrender to the lord "a waste cottage and 10 acres of land in Kingsthorpe formerly in the tenure 
of Robert Hanson".47 Subsidy lists of Henry VIII's reign group Polebrook and Kingsthorpe 
together without indicating where the taxpayers lived, but the list of 1544 shows Kingsthorpe as 
a separate place, with one taxpayer, John Potyr, paying 5d.48 Thereafter Kingsthorpe ceases to be 
mentioned at all on any of the later subsidy lists examined, nor for that matter does it figure in 
the Hearth Tax returns of the late 17th century. 

At the Dissolution the Montagu family acquired a great deal of monastic property in N.E. 
Northamptonshire, having already become established in the area, notably in the manor of 
Hemington, which included land in Kingsthorpe and was the basis of the large holding indicated 
in the terriers of 1509/10.49 In 1540 Sir Edward Montagu, Chief Justice of the King's Bench, 
obtained lands in Kingsthorpe and elsewhere which had belonged to Thorney Abbey; to this was 
added in 1544 another parcel of former Thorney land. 5° At the time of the Dissolution he was 
renting the Peterborough Abbey property in Polebrook and Kingsthorpe. This went initially to 
the Dean and Chapter of the new Cathedral at Peterborough, but eventually passed via Sir William 
Sherington to him in 1548. Montagu acquired the advowson and rectory of Hemington from the 
Priory of St. Neots in 1544 and the lands of the chantry at Aldwinkle and of the Hospital of St. 
John at Armston in 1547-8. He also obtained very considerable ecclesiastical property in Pole
brook, Hemington, Barnwell, Luddington and Weekley, and bought the Armston estate, which 
embraced land in Kingsthorpe, in 1548.51 

45 Buccleuch Charters 466. 
46 Domesday of Enclosures I, 289. 
4 7 Montagu Buccleuch Collection, Box X 889. 
48 PRO E 179/156/209. A Potters field is shown 

just to the south of the site of Kingsthorpe village on 
a map of Armston lordship of 1710; NRO map 1376. 

49 Bridges II 400. 
50 Letters and Papers Henry VIII 15 (January

August 1540), 123; ibid 19 (August-December 1544), 
411. The fact that not all Thorney land had been 

granted away in 1540 explains the small sum of 
£6.10. in rents still due from Thorney land in 
Hemington, Luddington and Kingsthorpe later in 
1540-1; Abstract of roll, Augmentations Office, from 
Dugdale, Monasticon Anglicanum ed J. Caley, II 612. 

51 Gal Pat R. 1547-8, 337, 402; Foundation of 
Peterborough Cathedral ed W. T. Mellows, North
amptonshire Record Society (1941), 54-6; Bridges II, 
415; VCH Northants Ill, 83 and 103-5. 
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The remainder of Kingsthorpe's history is the history of its enclosure. This did not take 
place at once since the Montagu family did not own the whole of it initially, but was spread over 
a century or more. Some evidence for the process is to be seen in two surveys taken in 1601-2 on 
behalf of the Duchy of Lancaster at the instigation of the farmer of the Duchy lands in Pole brook, 
whose complaint was that royal land in Kingsthorpe, as listed in the 16th century terriers, had 
been enclosed without authorization by Sir Edward Montagu and his son Edward. 52 The surveys 
show that "of long tyme" a small amount of royal land had been included by Sir Edward Montagu 
in two closes called Hovell Close and Whyt's Close ;53 there is also mention of Hens on's Close 
which might belong to this earlier phase of enclosure, and of Wich Close which had been in 
existence for at least 20 years. More recently a far more extensive series of enclosures had been 
carried out by Sir Edward Montagu and his son, involving most of the lordship. The terriers 
show that the land involved lay to the N., N.E. and S. of the site of Kingsthorpe village but land 
in the extreme N.E. of the lordship and also in its S. field was still unenclosed. The process 
involved the tearing up of inconvenient hedgerows on the king's land near Armston field but some 
"woods and hedgerows" still remained within the close thus created. The surveys sug&est therefore 
that groups of selions had already been enclosed by hedges but that these small enclosures were 
being thrown into much larger ones as opportunity offered. The new enclosures were for sheep 
pastures. 54 

The process was completed in the late 17th century. A survey of Hemington taken c.1700 
speaks of land in Hemington and Kingsthorpe as being "in ye years 1699 let but for all the new 
enclosure". A survey of 1700 lists the closes into which Kingsthorpe was divided as they appear 
on the Booth map of 1710 which shows that by now Kingsthorpe lordship was entirely devoid of 
houses. The coppices and woods now in existence were already there but several of the large fields 
were to be subdivided further. The present Kingsthorpe Lodge, largely of 1903, incorporates an 
earlier building probably of the 18th century. The map marks the site of Kingsthorpe village as 
a rabbit warren-it had borne the name Conneygeare since at least 1687-the moat is shown, 
and trees and bushes mark the lines of the streets; earth works were clearly visible, since in the 
early 18th century Bridges noted "hollow places, with marks and foundations of a village". 55 

The site (TL 079857, Fig. 3) The site of Kingsthorpe is marked today by a pottery scatter 
of 12 acres on boulder clay. Air photographs56 show that a number of hollow ways and house sites 
could once be seen but these have been ploughed out, leaving only a portion of the main street 
100 yards long. This continues in a mutilated form through rough coppices and pasture from 
TL 08088566 to TL 08258566. At TL 08058550 is a rectangular moat 250 ft. by 190 ft. overall. 
A low bank (as shown by dotted lines on the plan) runs through Conegar Wood on theW. of the 
site and might be the village boundary bank. 

Pottery from the site. A fragment of Samian form 33 ar:d a grey ware sherd might be 
strays from the Roman site nearby at TL 08158538.57 ~arly medieval.war~s are represented by a 
bowl and cooking pot rim of St. Neots ware, 58 three s1mple everted nms m a coarse shelly ware 
probably of the late 12th century, and glazed and ~mglazed fragments ?f Stamford ware, as might 
be a wall sherd of a jug in fine pink sandy ware w1th r.ouletted decoratiOn. There are also cooking 
pot, jug, and bowl rims in a fine buff sandy ware which may be a copy of Stamford ware but is 
similar to pottery known to have been made in Northampton.59 Fragments of grey and buff 
sandy wares are 13th and 14th century and there are a number of sherds of Potterspury type and 
a handle in fine sandy ware with sharp decoration which might have come from Brill. There are 
many fragments of Lyveden ware. Jug handles include a simple unglazed strap handle, slashed, 

52 PRO DL/44/633 and 645: also Montagu Buc
cleuch Collection Box X 889. 

53 "John Wyetts Closse" is referred to in a docu
ment of 1524: Montagu Buccleuch Collection Box X 
889. 

54 There are many references to pasture gates in 
the surveys and an undated but probably 17th 
century note in Montagu Buccleuch Collection Box X 

889 contains a list of sheep~ lambs and dead animals 
at Kingsthorp~ Ellands and elsewhere. 

55 NRO Map 1390; Bridges II~ 417. 
56 RAF 541 / 143~ 24. 8. 48. 4199-4202. 
57 Northamptonshire Archaeology 8 (1973)~ 15. 
ss Wythemail report, Fig. 55~ 30. 
59 Northamptonshire Archaeology 8 (1973), 21. 
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FIG. 4 KNUSTON C.1769. 

and stabbed oval rods60 and an unusual example in which the stabbed handle comes out from the 
rim at right angles and has a sharp right angled bend downwards. The tempering consists of large 
limestone fragments and the piece may not have been made at Lyveden. A sherd from the neck of 
a jug has a stamp consisting of an interrupted circle. There are many cooking pot rims of the 
13th-14th centuries; one with thumbing and an everted slightly hollow rim is somewhat earlier 
(late 12th-13th century) and a flat topped sharply everted rim is 14th century.61 A bowl rim, 
thumbed on the top, belongs to the 12th-13th centuries. The absence of late medieval wares is 
interesting in view of the known, if diminished, occupation of the site during the 15th century. 

Knuston 

Knuston appears in Domesday Book as Cnutestone, Cnut's farm, a name which suggests 
Danish influence. The entries show that its ownership was divided. Part of it was occupied by 
5 sokemen and formed part of the great manor of Higham Ferrers which belonged in 1086 to 
William Peverel. There was also a slightly larger estate held by Winemar as an under tenant of 
Gunfrid de Cioches which had 6 villeins and on its demesne one serf. The total number of families 
living in Irchester is not given in Domesday Book so comparison is not possible, but figures for 

60 Lyveden 1965-7, Fig. 1, g; Wythemail report, 
Fig. 57, 89 and 90. and Lyveden, Second Interim 
Report, Fig. 9, top. 

61 Lyveden, Second Interim Report, Fig. 10, c-d, 
and Lyveden 1965-7 Fig. 4, c and Fig. 5 c; Wythemail 
report, Fig. 55, 51. 
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other villages nearby show that Knuston was appreciably smaller than Wollaston, Raunds and 
Rushden, but about the same size as Stanwick and Newton Bromshold.62 

This division of ownership is one of the factors which makes it difficult to obtain an 
impression of Knuston as a whole in the medieval period. The land held by Winemar remained 
tenurially separate from the rest of Knuston for centuries and descended in the main in the fee 
of Chokes, appearing from time to time in_the records of feudal taxation and when portions of it 
changed hands. In 1330 it was found to be exempt from the jurisdiction of the Earl of Lancaster 
in Higham Hundred. 63 However there is relatively abundant record material relating to the Peverel 
~olding, whi~h together with Higham Ferrers, Irchester ~d o~er I?laces was granted by Henry Ill 
m 1266 to his son Edmund Earl of Lancaster, from which tlme 1t formed part of the extensive 
Lancaster estates which eventually became the Duchy of Lancaster. The documents show that 
for administrative purposes Knuston was linked with Irchester. For example, the accounts of the 
reeve of Irches-ter for 1313-14 show that the freemen and sokemen of Knuston paid rent totalling 
62sh and 22s 11 !d respectively, in addition to other manorial dues; remitted harvest works at 
Irchester and Knuston come to 33s. 9d. 64 The 14th century court rolls of Irchester record land 
~~sfer agreements involving. Knuston people and show how Knuston was represented by two 
tlthingmen at the Irchester v1ew of frankpledge where the Knuston cert money was paid. Of 
particular interest is a list of tenants in Irchester and Knuston made a few years before 1345 
which although relating only to tenants of the earl of Lancaster gives the best estimate we have 
of the number of households in Knuston in the medieval period. 65 Of the 82 names, 33 are Knuston 
tenants. Some of these probably held land belonging to the Chokes manor as well66 but of course 
we do not know how many, or how many tenants belonged exclusively to the other manor. 

Ecclesiastically Knuston formed a component chapelry of Irchester parish. The chaplain 
is mentioned in 1324 and in the list mentioned above. The chapel of St. Leonard at Knuston 
figures in a deed of 1348 in which a vicarage was created at Irchester under the College of the 
Newarke at Leicester.67 The fact that Knuston was not an independent parish creates further 
difficulties because it is included under the general heading of Irchester cum membris in tax returns 
of the medieval and Tudor periods. 

As in the medieval period, difficulties arise in obtaining a general picture of Knuston in 
the 16th and 17th centuries. A survey of the manor of Irchester made for the Duchy of Lancaster 
in 1591 gives a detailed statement of the land held by freeholders and copy holders without always 
stating precisely where the farms and cottages they owned were. A list of 1604/5 consists merely 
of 5 freeholders. 68 But some significant points emerge from the documents which relate to specific 
estates in Knuston. Through the marriage of Robert !sham with Elizabeth Aston, the !sham 
family came to hold a number of tenements in Knuston; in 1505 Eusebius !sham is stated by the 
W olsey Commission to have converted to grass 48 acres of land "in Archester and Knuston" and 
to have destroyed one messuage thereby depriving 10 people of their livelihood.69 The !sham 
estate is described in a survey of 1560 as three farms and a cottage in Knuston (Luddington, Buryes, 
Brewell and Mannynge) 7o; it passed from the !shams in 1575 but reappears intact in 1624 in the 
Inquisitio PostMortem of William Payne, which describes a farm in Knuston called North Hall 
(probably the Luddington of 1560), Burgs Farm and closes and Bruell's and Manninge Closes. 71 

62 The Place Names of Northamptonshire 192; VCH 
Northants I (1902), 336, 348. Knuston also contained 
-k hide of land belonging to the royal estate of the 
soke of Tingden (Finedon); W. J. B. Kerr, Higham 
Ferrers and its Ducal and Royal Castle and Park 
(1925), 7-8; Bridges 11, 183. 

63 1252 Gal Inqs Mise 1, 52; 1275 Gal Close R. 
(1272-99), 222; 1273 Gal. I.P.M. Edward I Vol. 2, 
47 (lP M of Gilbert de Preston); 1346, Bridges 11, 
182; 1428 Feudal Aids 4, 45; 1429 Gal. Pat. R. 
(1429-35), 29; VCH Northants 4 (1937), 22. 

84 W. J. B. Kerr Higham Ferrers etc., 77-8. 
65 R. M. Sergeantson "The Court Rolls of Higham 

Ferrers" Associated Architectural Societies Reports 
and Papers 33 (1915-16), 34; 34 (1917-18), 48, 55; 

W. J. B. Kerr "The Township, Manor Parish and 
Church of Irchester etc." in The News 1913. 

66 In the 15th century Simon Southende held land 
of both manors in Knuston: Sergeantson, note 65, 
34 (1917-18), 70 n. 167. 

67 Gal Pat R. (1324-7), 56; Ketr "The Township 
. . . of Irchester". 

68 PRO DL 42/117; Musters Beacons and Subsidies 
in the County of Northampton 1586-1623 ed Joan 
Wake, Northamptonshire Record Society (1926), 116. 

69 Domesday of Inclosures I, 287-8. 
70 NRO Isham Lamport 3158. 
71 NRO lsham Lamport 2125; PRO C 142 Ser 2 

655 94. 
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KNUSTON 

FIG. 5 KNUSTON. 

The W olsey Commission also reported the conversion of 24 acres of land, the destruction of 1 
messuage and the rendering idle of 4 people at Irchester and Knuston in 1505 by Antony Catesby 
and Nicholas Wentworth but it is not known whether the farm concerned was actually in Knuston. 

The small landed endowment of the chapel at Knuston was eventually taken from it and 
in 1567 was granted to Robert Holmes. 72 There is a reference to "the ruined chapel of St. Leonard" 
in the reign of Elizabeth73 and by 1591 it had evidently gone completely, since the survey of that 

72 Gal Pat R. 1566-69, 51. 
73 Kerr, "The Township .•• of Irchester". 
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year speaks of "a dose or plot of ground ... where the chapell of ease stoode". The road which 
ran past the side of Knuston Hall is called Chapel Lane onfBryant's map of Northamptonshire 
(1827) and the name occurs in 18th. century deeds; presumably the chapel stood somewhere 
N.N.E. of Knuston Hall. 

The survey of 1591 shows the important position in Knuston then held by the Page family, 
representatives of which are known to have been farming at Knuston since the early 14th century 
at least. 74 In the survey John Page describes himself as holding both moieties of the manor of 
Knuston, "with all other messuages, lands and tenents in Knuston, Irchester and Irthlingborrowe". 
Similarly William Page heads the Hearth Tax lists in 1670 and 1674 with 8 and 10 hearths re
spectively;75 on the latter list he is said to have two houses. Both lists agree in showing Knuston 
with 12 taxpayers, together with (on the 1674 list) a forge. Other Knuston people might have 
been included in the list of people exempted from payment at the end of the Irchester, Knuston 
and Chester section but nevertheless these returns, together with the statement by Bridges that 
Knuston contained 20 families 76 are the only overall indication we have of the size of Knuston 
since the early 14th century. It shows how the place had shrunk since that time, following the 
general fall in the medieval population, assisted to some extent by enclosures in the early 16th 
century. 

In the early 18th century the land owned by John Page was bought by Harvey Sparke, 
who also bought up a good deal of property belonging to smaller proprietors77 and became the 
preponderating influence in Knuston's affairs. Because he owned most of the land of the hamlet 
he was able to effect the enclosure of the open fields in an Act which was passed for this in 1769. 
The award78 abolished the allotments of the smaller proprietors in the open fields of Knuston, 
compensating them with a few enclosed fields in the N.W. of Knuston lordship, small areas in 
Knuston Great Meadow and land in Irchester. A map made at about this time shows Knuston 
lordship parcelled up into hedged fields79 (Fig. 4). The map shows how efforts had been made to 
lay out the area in front of and behind Knuston Hall as a formal park, with symmetrically arranged 
woods and an approach drive. The street system of the hamlet was still in existence and later 
documents used in conjunction with the map enable 5 farms to be identified including the Hill 
House, later to become known as Knuston Hall. In addition there were about a dozen cottages, 
which suggests that perhaps Knuston had not changed in size very much since the early 18th 
century. 

The Sparkes sold the estate to Benjamin Kidney in 1775. Kidney mortgaged the estate in 
1780 and 1786 and finally sold it in 1791 to Joseph Gulston. The documents produced in con
nection with these transactions80 enable the conversion of the hamlet of Knuston into what is 
mainly an area of parkland to be traced. By 1775 the farm south of the road through Knuston, 
formerly in the tenure of William Dix, was in the hands of Elizabeth Sparke and no tenant is 
mentioned in the documents; the farm opposite, still in existence as Knuston Middle Farm, was 
occupied by Henry Harris, who was using the cottage at the end of Chapel Lane as a granary. 
The farm north of the mansion house had been bought from Sir Row land Alston and seems also 
to have been without a tenant. The Sparkes had also bought up 4 cottages in Knuston; one of 
these is described as being west of the private road leading to the mansion house, but otherwise 
they cannot be precisely located. By 1786 all were without tenants, since although their immediate 
tenurial history is given, the name of the present occupant has been left blank. The farm known 
as North Hall, dearly defined as lying south of Leys Gap Close, was in 1775 used by Henry 
Harris as a barn and dovehouse. By 1780 the land dose to the former Alston farm had been 
laid into Hall Close, which had also been enlarged in other directions. In 1780 it was stated that 
Benjamin Kidney had effected considerable improvements, having spent £10,000 on the land 

74 In the 14th century tenants' list 3 members of 
the Page family are mentioned: Henry Page (5 acres), 
John Page (5 acres), Geoffrey Page (10 acres). Their 
holdings are amongst the largest. 

75 PRO E 179/157/446; E 179/254/14. 
76 Bridges II 179. 
77 NRO YZ 8056. 

78 NRO YZ 8037. 
7u NRO Map 832. The fields of Knuston were 

still open in 1756 (YZ 8033). The Eyre map included 
in Bridges' History also shows Knuston much as it is 
on this map. 

80 NRO YZ 8035, 8042, 8044, 8046, 8048-9. 
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and buildings, which were now in the best condition. A considerable quantity of young timber 
was growing on the estate, a reflection of recent planting by him and the Sparke family. The 
effect of all this can be seen on a map and schedule produced in 179181 at the time of the sale of 
Knuston to Joseph Gulston. This shows Knuston as it was until very recently. The North Hall 
buildings are still there but are not an independent farm in their own right, presumably being 
linked with the farm held by Edward Ward, the present Middle Farm. Similarly the buildings 
of the former Dix farm still stand, but are no longer used as such. Two new farms, Gaff's and 
J ackson's, both now called Knuston Lodge, have appeared in the fields away from the hamlet. 
Only' one cottage and garden is left, held by J ames Matthews, but it is of interest to note that 
documents of this late date still describe some of the former cottages of Knuston and recite their 
history, although they no longer existed. 

The site (SP 938662, Fig. 5) The earthworks at Knuston are relatively slight, having been 
disturbed by the erection of a temporary hospital during the Second World War and the straight
ening out of the road to Rushden in 1967, which removed the hollow way representing the line of 
one of the streets shown on the mid 18th century map. On both sides of this are · a series of low 
terraces running down the hill towards the stream. Most of the earth works seem to belong to a 
period when Knuston was larger than it was in the 18th century but some correlation is possible 
with the map, Fig. 4; the properties in field 60 can be equated with the terraces at (a) on Fig. 5; 
the hedge on the S. side of Foxes Close corresponds to the scarp (b) running along the S. of the 
earthworks; the circular forecourt in front of Knuston Hall surv.ives as a bank 5 in. high (c); 
the enclosure numbered 56 (and shown as a wood on the map of 1789), can still be traced E. of 
Knuston Middle Farm (d). There is a small tree or prospect mound 20ft. in diameter at (a). 

Pottery collected during road building operations. A small group which reflects most phases 
of Knuston's existence. There is a piece of Roman pottery and a sherd from the upper part of a 
cooking pot in a sandy, slightly micaceous ware, grey with a buff patch on the neck, which might 
be Saxon. A bowl of Developed St. Neots ware is 12th-13th century. Fragments of a fine shelly 
ware of 13th century date which probably originated at Olney Hyde or Harrold consist of simple 
everted cooking pot rims and two jug handles of strap type with stabbing. 82 Sherds with limestone 
tempering83 and glazed jug fragments of the 13th century may be of Lyveden manufacture. There 
are also fragments of 13th and 14th century sandy wares and several Potterspury ware fragments . 
Post-medieval sherds are of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

Over stone 

Overstone is not mentioned in Domesday Book but the assumption that it was silently 
included with Sywell and that both were held by the Count of Mortain, is probably correct. The 
Domesday figures for Sywell are high enough to suggest that two places are included and the 
parish boundaries and the name of the place (Ofe's tun or farm) do not imply that Overstone 
was a later, dependent foundation. It is first mentioned in the Liber Niger of 1167 when it was 
said to be held by Humphrey de Millers. 84 From that date there are abundant records from which 
to construct an account of the descent of the manor ;85 from the standpoint of the later history of 
the place the important fact to notice is that there was only one manor; manor and parish coincided. 

The medieval taxation records suggest a village of modest size. It was assessed at 42s.4d. 
at the subsidy of 1332, which put it with Abington, Pitsford and Boughton as one of the smaller 
villages of Spelhoe Hundred but by 1334 the assessment had increased to 63s.4d. which placed it 
above these villages while still leaving it well below Moulton and Kingsthorpe. 86 The Inquisitio 
PostMortem of Sir Waiter Manny taken in 1372 shows that there were 210 acres of arable demesne, 

81 NRO YZ 8056. 
s2 D. N. Hall "A thirteenth century pottery kiln 

site at Harrold, Beds." Milton Keynes Journal 1 
(1972), Cl, C2, C4. 

83 Wythemail report. Fig. 57, 80. 
84 VCH Northants I, 321, 381; G. Baker History 
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FIG. 6 0VERSTONE C.1672. 

8/- in rent from free tenants, £20 rent from villeins and 24 bondsmen.87 A rental of 1398 shows 
53 tenants but in accordance with the national trend there was a fall in population after $is since 
a rental of 1482 includes deductions of rent for 8 messuages and 3 cottages destroyed or fallen 
into ruin. 88 

Subsidy lists of the Tudor period tell us nothing about the size of the place since the 
assessment fell only upon a relatively small and variable section of the population but a 
crude comparison can be made with other villages and on this basis Overstone seems once more 
to be one of the smaller villages of Spelhoe Hundred. For example in 1600 there were 5 people 
paying 47/-; the number of taxpayers equals that in Weston Favell and Pitsford but all other 
villages in Spelhoe Hundred have larger figures except Little Billing~ Only Little Billing and 
Spratton yielded less. In 1602 Overstone, Pitsford and Little Billing share bottom place in the 
number of taxpayers and only the last two produced less money. A general impression of a village 
of modest size is also provided by the lists of men mustered for military service in the late 16th 
and early 17th centuries, and in the levies of money to maintai'n them. At a muster taken at 

87 Gal I.P.M. XIII, 118. 
88 Ministers Accounts, 1520: information in files 

of M.V.R.G., London. 
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Northampton in 1591 there were only 5 people from Overstone and Overstone paid only 15/- in 
the rate levied in 1596 for the furnishing and setting forth of 50 soldiers, both figures the lowest 
in Spelhoe Hundred. At a levy of money for the supply of munitions in 1612, Overstone paid 7/-, 
the same as Abington and Boughton; only Little Billing made a smaller payment. But these 
documents give a general impression only and can on occasion mislead; the lists produced in 1612 
of trained and untrained men when added together give a total of 23 men for Overstone, a number 
exceeded only by Moulton and Great Billing; the large village of Kingsthorpe is far behind with 
only 13.89 

More accurate information becomes available in the later 17th century. The·list of payers 
of the Hearth Tax in 167490 has 31 taxpayers plus 11 people exempted on grounds of poverty. 
An indenture of 167291 recording the transfer of Overstone to Edward Stratford describes the 
manor in considerable detail, including the mansion house, its gardens and orchards, the park, 
closes near the mansion house, 14 farms (with their size and the tenants' names) and 15 cottages. 
Both a wind-and water-mill are mentioned. This gives a total of 30 houses, a figure very close to 
the 31 taxpayers of 1674; evidently the very poorest cottages are not listed in the indenture. A 
map of about this date92 (Fig. 6), showing the village in its original position has some 35 houses 
on it in addition to the manor house. Some of the houses are larger than others and could have 
accommodated more than one family, and it does not necessarily conflict therefore with the 
Hearth Tax figure of 42 families. By the time of Bridges in the early 18th century the number of 
·families had declined to 3393, putting Overstone on a par with Abington and Pitsford. Only Little 
Billing had a smaller population in Spelhoe Hundred. 

The sale of Overstone to Edward Stratford in 1672 was important because Overstone was 
now to become the residence of the lord of the manor for the first time for centuries; Stratford's 
name heads the Hearth Tax list of 1674 as having 12 hearths. One of the first results of the change 
was the demolition of the old manor house and the erection of a new one, described as "good'' 
by Bridges. 94 A second consequence was the enclosure of the parish in 1727, which it was 
easy for Henry Stratford to do, since as Bridges remarked, he owned the whole manor.95 The 
only land not held by him belonged to the rector and the Act of 1728 merely confirmed an agree
ment already made between them that Stratford could enclose the open fields at his own cost as 
he thought fit. In lieu of his 3 yardlands of glebe and other land the rector was allotted land in the 
north of the parish. 96 It was in all probability Henry Stratford who was responsible for removing 
the village from its original position in front of the manor house to its present position along the 
road to Northampton on the northern edge of the park, an operation made easier by the relatively 
small size of the place. This cannot be dated precisely, but would fit in with the burst of reorgan
isation and improvement now taking place. It had certainly happened by 1775, when the map of 
Northamptonshire drawn by Thomas Eyre of Kettering was revised by Thomas Jeffreys and 
approved by the county gentry assembled in the summer assizes before inclusion in Whalley's 
edition of Bridges' History. This shows that the village had been moved, only the church and a 
house to the south of it, probably the Rectory, remaining in front of the great house. The park 
had been enlarged, but not to its presen~ extent. 

In 1737 Henry Stratford sold Overstone to Sir Thomas Drury, who also bought Sywell. 
Drury intended to pull down the old church at Overstone and to put up a new one for Overstone 
and Sywell jointly on a site convenient for the two villages, which might suggest that perhaps 
this was the one outstanding item left over before the park was finally clear.97 However, he died 

89 Musters Beacons and Subsidies 31, 37, 76, 100, 
127, 155, 158. 

90 PRO E 179/254/14. 
91 NRO YZ 5303. 
92 NRO Map 564. 
93 Bridges I, 458. 
94 Bridges I, 460. A drawing of it was made at the 

time of the sale of Overstone to Lewis Loyd in 1832 : 
NRO map 3078. 

95 Bridges I, 460: Edward Stratford died in 1721 ; 

Henry was his second son: Baker I, 57. 
96 Enclosure Act : NRO Overstone 3774A; also 

YZ 3716(a). Overstone had 3 fields, South, North 
and Mill or West field: the 3 fields are referred to in 
a document of 1593, YZ 4943. Part of the extreme 
north of the parish had been enclosed as early as 
1645 (YZ 5308-closes in the North Field, parcel of 
the demesne lands) but are not shown on the map 
of c.1672. 

97 Baker I, 60. 
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before doing so and the estate passed to the Brownlow family. In 1791 Lord Brownlow sold 
Overstone, except the advowson, to John Kip ling. The legal documents produced following 
Drury's death and in connection with the sale enable us to see how far the transformation of 
Overstone had progressed. 98 The farms which now stand in the fields of Overstone parish had 
been built by now; they are described as "new built with stone and very good". In addition there 
were 16 cottages and a blacksmith's shop "all built with stone and now very good houses and 
cheap at the rent". The water mill was still in existence; the name of the field in front of the house, 
The Dams, may reflect the existence of the mill dam. The only real impediment to the completion 
of the pleasure grounds was well stated by the valuer responsible for the valuation of the Brownlow 
estates in 1791: "There seems to be some material objection to Overstone House as a residence 
for a gentleman of large fortune . . . a publick road immediately past the door and the church 
and some part of the glebe land directly in front of the house would be considered insurmountable 
bars to elbow room which the generality of people of fashion are accustomed to think a necessary 
article of ease comfort and happiness". These problems were duly solved. In 1799 the rector sold 
the ruins of the old parsonage, his two ancient glebe closes and wood to John Kip ling. The 
Brownlow family pulled down the ruins and built a new rectory on land allotted to the glebe 
under the Enclosure Award. The church had to wait until1803 when it was pulled down by John 
Kip ling and the present one built just within the northern boundary of the park; it was conse
crated in 1807. 

During the early 19th century the population of Overstone parish increased, from 173 in 
1801 to 190 in 1811.99 Fresh houses were built in the village; the map and deed of sale produced 
in connexion with the sale of Overstone to Lewis Loyd in 1832 shows that there were now 25 
cottages in the village, some under one roof, and ranged mainly along the north side of the North
ampton road.100 Some of these 18th century cottages remain, but have been joined by houses of 
the present century as part of urban spread from Northampton which has penetrated the park 
on the north and east. The present house replaced the 1_7th century mansion in 1861.101 

The Park (Fig. 7) 
Overstone Park originated in 1255 in a licence to the then owner, Gilbert de Millers, "to 

enclose with a dike and hedge or with a wall, his wood of Oviston and to make a park thereof". 
It was stocked with animals from Salcey Forest.102 Occasional references to poaching show its 
continued existence in the medieval period; Henry VIII used the keepership of the park as a way 
of rewarding crown servants.103 Where the original medieval deer park was is not known for 
certain, but a clue may be provided by the map of Overstone of 1832104 which shows the area 
around SP 812666 as Ass Park (area 1 on Fig. 7). By 1550 the park had been disparked105 and this 
area is marked on the map of c. 1672 as part of the Cow pasture, but documents continue to speak 
of the herbage and agistment of the park.106 The 17th century map suggests that in fact a fresh 
park had been laid out in an area immediately to the east of the mansion, which is shown as enclosed 
and studded with trees; that it was formerly agricultural land is shown by the ridge and furrow on 
it (area 2, Fig. 7). The Eyre map published in 1779 shows that the park had been extended to the 
north so as to double its size (area 3) but the area to the south and west of the house was still 
presumably farm land. It was after this map had been drawn that the huge existing park was laid 
out (area 4), and the purchase by Sir Thomas Drury of Sywell enabled a portion of that parish 
to be included in it as well. But the creation of the present large park was not completed until 
the early 19th century. The glebe closes and parson's wood were taken into the park in 1799; 
the mill, still in existence in .1791,107 was covered by a lake shortly before Baker wrote his descrip-

98 NRO Overstone 3915, 3916, 3760. 
99 Baker I, 58-60. 

100 NRO Overstone 3747 and map 3078. 
101 VCH Northants IV 95. 
102 Gal Charter R. 1226-57; 441; Gal CloseR. 1254-

6, 146. 
103 Gal Pat R. 1345-48, 656; ibid 1358-61, 40, 51, 

91; Letters and Papers Henry VIII 1509-13, 77 
(1509), 453 (1511). Also 1520 lease of agistment of 

the park etc. ibid 1519-21, 381; again in 1537 ibid 
June-December 1537, 352. 

104 NRO Map 3078. The name appears also in 1770 
(NRO Overstone 3916). 

105 Gal Pat R. 1549-51, 408; "the disparked park 
of Overstone". 

1os NRO YZ 5301 (1559); YZ 4945 (1599). 
1°7 NRO Overstone 3915. 
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FIG. 7 THE DEVELO:eMENT OF 0VERSTONE PARK. 

tion, which speaks enthusiastically of the "judici?us embellishments" of Mr. Webb and of addi
tions made to the park by the present owner, John Kipling. 

The warren 
The earliest reference to a warren at Overstone is in a grant of Henry VIII in 1509 to 

Edward Vavasour as keeper of the park and warren of Overstone. Thereafter there are numerous 
references to a warren, as in a grant of 1537 to Sir William Fitzwilliam in which the annual rent 
of the warren is put at 10/- and in the grant of Overstone to Thomas Smythe in 1550 in which 
"a warren of coneys" is included108 ; an Old Warren is mentioned in 1770.109 It is not certain 
where the warren was, but some proximity to the medieval deer park is suggested by the name 
"The Warren" given on the 1832 map to an area of wood in Sywell parish just over the parish 
boundary from Ass Park. By 1770 a New Warren begins to appear in the documents as arable 
land. This was in the area SP 817654 (Fig. 7); another existed in Ecton parish at SP 819652 and 
still remains as a walled enclosure. 

The site (SP 807657, Fig. 8) 
The earthworks at Overstone correspond in a general way with the late 17th century map. 

The two roads leading N. from the village survive at (a) by a park road still in use and at (b) by 
a hollow way. Between them are a series of scarps representing property boundaries which can 
be matched on the map. There are house sites at (c) and (d). At (e) a hollow way represents the 
W. street of the village but the house sites at (f) and the property boundaries to the N.E. of them 
had disappeared by the time the map was made, as had a branch road at (g), the position of which 
was marked by a hedged enclosure. There are house sites at (h) and (i). The site of the church 

108 Letters and Papers of Henry VIII 1509-13, 77; 408. 
ibid June-December 1537, 352; Gal Pat R. 1549-57, 109 NRO 0 3915. 
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FIG. 8 0VERSTONE. 

and the surrounding closes have been removed entirely in the interests of landscaping and the 
shallow rectangular depressions at (j) represent gardens. The terrace at (k) which cuts through the 
village earthworks is the disused drive to Overstone Park. The track to Great Billing can still be 
traced as a hollow way or a terrace through the park. 

Concluding discussion 

The four places discussed in this article have an interest not simply in themselves but also 
for the light they throw upon general trends in the landscape history of Northamptonshire. All 
were relatively small. In the case of Knuston and Overstone, this enabled an owner who had 
control over the entire lordship to effect the almost total removal of the village in the interests of 
emparking. Churchfield and Kingsthorpe were deserted earlier and raise different issues. Both 
lie in areas of heavy clay and this, together with their position in relation to parish boundaries, 
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suggests that they were secondary settlements derived from villages in the Nene Valley. The 
presumption is that these developed sometime during the Anglo-Saxon period, but it should be 
noted that archaeological fieldwork has shown an appreciable amount of settlement already in 
the Roman period in the Lyveden valley and along the high ground between the Nene and the 
Hunts county boundary; the relationship between this and the places now under discussion is 
still to be clarified. These small settlements on more difficult terrain tended to suffer severe 
shrinkage or complete desertion in the late medieval period, at a time of contraction in population 
and social and economic change. The Lyveden valley is almost completely deserted today, and 
most of the settlements near Kingsthorpe are either almost completely deserted, like Papley or 
Armston, or have earthworks indicative of considerable shrinkage, like Luddington or Hemington. 
The Kingsthorpe evidence in particular seems to show a slow process of decay, with tenants 
gradually moving off to presumably better holdings and this may be a fair reflection of what 
happened. At Churchfield and Kingsthorpe there was no abrupt change over to sheep farming 
in the 15th century; a substantial portion of the Churchfield and Lyveden estate was still arable 
in 1495, and the whole of Kingsthorpe was. The change-over to pasture farming came later, in 
the 16th century, when perhaps there were very few tenants left, if indeed any at all. 

A. E. BROWN. 

C. C. TAYLOR. 

GREEN LANE 

A decrepit five-barred gate stands sentinel 
Where the lane begins, its wood moss-moulded, 

soft as chalk. 
The latch has gone; it locks itself with age 
And its own infirmity; the final indignity of 

neglect 
The sisal-string that binds it to its post. 
Beyond, the lane twists away in hedges, 
A pathway wet with lanky grasses, 
Scarred and puddled with waggon-ruts. 
By twenty yards the gate is lost from sight 
And you are alone in a half-forgotten world. 

From belfried depths a robin peals; 
A woodpecker taps clocktime with its bill; 
And where the track grows wider by a wood 
Violets and primroses crawl out to the sunlight. 
Neglected hedges branch to meet themselves, 

Bramble-runners hoop across the path 
Like spikey serpents, briars scratch with tiny 

claws. 
At last, through straggling willow and encroach

ing thorn, 
It creeps back to the tarmacked highway 
And the land of the motorcar. 

Once this lane was a living thoroughfare 
Bearing a daily traffic of carts and horses. 
Now, retired from use, it spends its dotage 
Collecting birds, growing plants and trees, 
All quite haphazardly. 
And so it will remain, till the Council Surveyor 
Decides, in a fit of tidiness, to lop and spray. 
Or until it disappears within itself, 
As opposing hedges meet at last 
To bind themselves into a wood. 

TREVOR HOLD. 
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THE FOURTEENTH-CENTURY TILE PAVING AT HIGHAM FERRERS 

THE church of St. Mary at Higham Ferrers is 
one of three fine medieval buildings in the 
present churchyard. The other two are Arch
bishop Chichele's School and Bede House. 
These were built in the early fifteenth century. 
The church was built in the thirteenth century 
and remodelled in the second quarter of the 
fourteenth.1 Among its many treasures are some 
decorated medieval paving tiles. These pave 
the two steps which lead from the chancel to 
the altar. There are no tiles on the altar plat
form itself. The paved area on the lower step 
is Sm 66cm long and 81.5cm wide at the south 
end, narrowing to 79cm wide at the north end. 
The paved area on the upper step is Sm 83cm 
long and 47.5cm wide at the south end, narrow
ing to 46.5cm at the north end. 

The steps have been altered. Two nineteenth
century antiquarians bear witness to this. In 
1858 Henry Shaw wrote: "Before the high 
altar in Higham Ferrers church, Northampton
shire, are some tiles ... Upon the ruins of the 
steps the lion and stag are used ... " 2 (see fig. 1 
designs 1, 2 and 3). The Rev. George Rowe, on 
two undated tracings made at some time be
tween 1840 and 1881, now in his collection of 
tile drawings in the British Museum, describes 
the position of the tile decorated with the stag 
as "in one of the risers to the Altar steps". The 
tile with the lion he describes as, "perpendicular 
beneath the Altar steps". Clearly, when the Rev. 
George Rowe traced these tiles some at least 
were facing the risers and according to Henry 
Shaw the steps themselves were ruinous. 

The steps are now in good repair and have 
no tiles in the risers. The riser and upper edge 
of the lower step appear to be of solid stones. 
The risers and upper edges of the upper step 
and the altar platform are made of thinner slabs 
of stone set on a concrete or mortared face. It 
is probable that these steps were made when 
some restoration was carried out in the church 
in the 1860s. Were the tiles removed from the 
risers while the rest of the paving was left un-

1 Nikolaus Pevsner, The Buildings of England. Nor
thamptonshire, Penguin Books, (1961) pp. 246-8. 

disturbed? This is a difficult question. The 
west edge of the paved area on both steps where 
the tiles abut on the new stone is correctly laid 
and undamaged. It would be very difficult to 
lay the stone while the tiles were still in posi
tion. It seems more likely that the tiles would 
be lifted and re-laid. The tiles at the east edge 
of the lower step are cut off at an arbitrary 
point to accommodate the riser of the upper 
step. This riser is only 11.5cm high and could 
not have been faced with the lion and stag tiles, 
which are 14.5cm square. The riser from the 
upper step to the altar platform is 18cm high 
and would have taken the upright tiles, but as 
there are no tiles on the altar platform, this 
does not indicate whether or not the paving of 
the steps has been re-laid. The riser between 
the two existing pieces of paving may never 
have been tiled. 

The paving is divided into panels running 
west to east across the width of the steps. It is 
probable that these panels preserve the original 
layout of the paving, even if some of the tiles 
are not in their original position. The arrange
ment of the panels is shown on fig. 1, where 
they have been numbered for ease of reference. 

The central panels on each step, 5 and 13 on 
the plan, average lm 79cm wide. They are filled 
with examples of lozenge-shaped tiles, mainly 
of design 7, arranged in fourteen rows from 
north to south in a herringbone pattern indi
cated at fig. 2a. Each tile is scored on the surface 
to suggest that it is made of nine small lozenges. 
The tiles were glazed black or yellow and it is 
probable that in the original arrangement the 
colours would alternate. Although the tiles are 
very worn it is possible to see that there is no 
regular alternation of colour in the present 
arrangement of the tiles. This may suggest that 
they are re-laid, possibly when they were 
already so worn that the colour of individual 
tiles was no longer conspicuous. There is a 
correct alternation of black and yellow at the 
north end of panel 13 but it is not maintained 

2 Henry Shaw, Specimens of Tile Pavements, Lon
don (1858) note on pls. XXXIII and XXXIV. 
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in the adjacent row. The triangular tiles at the 
west edge of these panels are mainly yellow and 
those at the east edge mainly black. All of these 
should be halves of design 7, but there are no 
black examples present and only two or three 
yellow ones. There are a few yellow halves of 
design 8 and of plain glazed tiles. The rest of 
the spaces are filled with small triangular pieces 
of tile. Those at the east edges are mostly black, 
but the east edge of panel 5 contains two small 

apart afterwards. Between these edging tiles the 
borders 4 and 6 consist of single lines oflozenges 
of designs 7 and 8 with the long axis north to 
south, the spaces at the sides filled with trian
gular half lozenges. The pattern is not exactly 
maintained and there is most of a square tile of 
design 6 in the south east corner of panel 6. 

Panels 12 and 14 are more interesting and 
retain part of what may have been the original 
arrangement. A diagram of the arrangement of 

PLATE I. HIGHAM FERRERS, north end of upper step, panels 1, 2 and part of 3. 

pieces of design 10 at the end of the 4th and 8th 
rows from the south edge, showing the hind 
quarters of a hound on the one and the forepart 
on the other. 

On both steps the centre panels are flanked 
by borders about 35cm wide, fig. 1 nos. 4, 6, 
12 and 14. These are edged on the north and 
south by narrow, plain glazed, oblong tiles 14cm 
long and 4-4.5cm wide. This variation in width 
suggests that they are thirds of tiles 14cm 
square, scored before they were fired and broken 

Photo: James Barfoot 

panel14 is shown on fig. 2 b. The black lozenges 
are separated from the black triangles by narrow 
yellow parallelograms. This arrangement is 
repeated only twice in panel 14, and only five 
tiles are correctly placed in this way in panel12. 
Panel 12 contains an example of design 11, 
divided down the long axis, at the west edge, 
and two examples of the same design, divided 
along the short axis, are the second and third 
tiles from the west in the north edge. 

On the lower step, north and south of these 
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PLATE ll. 
HIGHAM FERRERS, north end of lower step, panels 9, 10 and part of 11. 

Photo: James Barfoot 
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PLATE Ill. 
HIGHAM FERRERS, south end of lower step, panels 16, 17 and part of 15. 

Photo: ]ames Barfoot 
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borders are two panels, fig. 1 nos. 11 and 15, 
each 1m 22cm wide. The general arrangement 
of tiles within these panels is shown on fig. 2 c. 
Square black tiles are set diagonally, separated 
from each other by yellow oblong tiles of design 
15, with small black quarters of tiles in the 
corners. In panel 11, wherever the design can 
be made out, the yellow half tiles are examples 
of design 15, decorated with two line-impressed 
rosettes. At least two of the small squares are 
examples of design 16, decorated with one line
impressed rosette, but most of the tiles in this 
panel are too worn for any colour or decoration 
to remain. The large square tiles include exam
ples of designs 5 and 6, which were black, an 
example of design 14 with four line-impressed 
rosettes, which was yellow and another, which 
is not illustrated, but was probably decorated 
with five line-impressed rosettes, one in each 
corner and one in the middle. This tile is very 
worn. 

The corresponding panel on the south, fig. 1 
no. 15, is better preserved. Most of the oblong 
tiles retain some glaze and decoration and are 
examples of design 15. Most of the small squares 
have been black, the correct colour, but at least 
two were yellow. Most of the large squares are 
examples of design 5, two are design 6, one 
seems to be undecorated, and another, the third 
from the south in the west row, is an example 
of design 10, decorated with four line-im
pressed hounds. 

On the upper step panel3, fig. 1, is 1m 40cm 
wide. This can be seen on the right in PI. I. 
The general arrangement is correct. Where the 
design can still be seen the oblong tiles are 
yellow examples of·design 15. One of the small 
squares is decorated with a rosette, design 16, 
and another appears to be part of design 15. 
Most of the large squares are design 5, one is 
design 14 and another design 13. The triangular 
half lozenge at the south east corner of this 
panel is decorated with three line-impressed 
king's heads, design 9. Panel 7, fig. 1, at the 
south end of the upper step, is that in which 
the axis of the layout has swung up to the east 
towards the south end. It is lm 30cm wide. The 
oblong tiles are very worn but were probably 
yellow examples of design 15. The small squares 
seem to have been plain black, which would be 
the correct colour. The large squares include 
two very well preserved examples of design 5. 
These retain their black glaze among some very 
worn tiles and it is unlikely that they are in 

their original position. On the other hand it 
seems so improbable that a nineteenth-century 
restoration would get the alignment askew that 
it seems that the panel as a whole must retain 
its medieval form. 

At the ends of both steps are borders, two 
tiles wide, of tiles set square to the axis of the 
building, fig. 1 nos. 2, 8, 9 and 17. On the lower 
step these are separated from panels 11 and 15 
by two single rows of tiles of design 15, fig. 1 
nos. 10 and 16. Panel10 includes a plain yellow 
oblong tile, and panel 16 includes a plain square 
and half of a plain square. No comparable 
panels are present on the upper step in this 
position, but at the north end three tiles are 
fitted in against the masonry, one is an example 
of design 15, the other two are small plain tiles, 
fig. 1 no. 1 (cf PI. I). 

Panels 2, 8, 9 and 17 include the most inter
esting tiles in this pavement, among them 
examples of the lion and the stag already 
mentioned as having faced the risers of the 
steps. The arrangement of designs in these 
panels is shown on fig. 3. There are two versions 
of the stag, one sinister, design 1 and one 
dexter, design 2. The lion, sinister, is design 3. 
Design 4 is a black example of design 5 with 
the centre square cut out and a small yellow 
square inserted in its place. In panels 9 and 17 
the tiles decorated with animals alternate with 
black examples of designs 5 and 6 except at the 
west edge where both tiles are design 5 or 6. 
At the east edge the tiles are cut off in the 
middle. In panel 2 the tiles with animal decor
ation alternate with one example of design 6 
and two of design 4. These tiles are shown on 
PI. I. In panel 8 two examples of animal tiles 
and one of design 4 alternate with tiles of 
design 5. The east edge of both panels 2 and 8 
is made up of a plain half tile and some pieces. 

The technique by which these animal designs, 
1, 2 and 3, are reproduced is rare. The animals 
were inlaid in white clay in the red body of the 
tiles, this is a very common method, and when 
they were glazed and fired they appeared yellow 
on a brown ground. On these tiles, however, 
incised lines were added to outline the animal, 
to provide details of hip and shoulder joints, 
to underline the jaw and to delineate the eye. 
These details differ slightly from one tile to 
another and it seems more likely that they were 
incised by hand, following some pattern or 
template, rather than that they were stamped on. 

Tiles the same as the lion, design 3 and the 
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stag dexter, design 2, are present in the pave
ment of Prior Crauden's chapel, Ely, 3 where 
they alternate with tiles comparable to design 6 
to form the border against the north and south 
walls in the west part of the body of the chapel 
and in the sanctuary. The pavement of Prior 
Crauden's Chapel contains panels of opus 
sectile, in most of which lions are composed 
from a number of specially shaped pieces of 
yellow tile set in a background made up of a 
number of specially shaped pieces of black tile. 
Linear details are incised on the yellow tiles 
forming the lions. They were probably incised 
by hand. The best preserved example, in the 
north west corner of the chapel, is illustrated 
in PI. IV. 

are an ingenious substitute for mosaic. Designs 
1, 2, 3 and 4, and to a lesser extent 5, 6, 7 and 8 
are a pseudo-mosaic. 

The link between High am F errers and Prior 
Crauden's Chapel, Ely, provided by designs 2 
and 3, is a very important one because Prior 
Crauden's pavement can be dated from docu
mentary evidence to 1324.4 It would therefore 
seem reasonable to attribute this paving at 
Higham F errers to the period of the remodelling 
of the chancel begun about 1327.5 

Although the pavements at the two places 
are linked by these designs and by designs 6, 7 
and 8, the tiles are unlikely to have been made 
at the same tilery. The body fabric of the Ely 
tiles is a medium shade of red· and a medium 

PLATE IV. 
Opus sectile panel, NW corner, Prior Crauden's Chapel, Ely. 

I think that the incised lines outlining the 
lion and the stag were an attempt to make it 
look as if the animal was a separate yellow tile 
set in a black tile in the way that the yellow tile 
is set in the black tile in design 4, and in the 
way that the large lions are separate yellow 
tiles set in black tiles at Ely. It would be diffi
cult, if not impossible, to fir~ the stags with 
their branching antlers and the lion with its 
curling tail as separate pieces. The incised lines 

3 Prior Crauden's pavement can still be seen in his 
chapel, now used by the King's School, Ely. Illus
trations of parts of it were published by Shaw on the 
Plates cited in Note 2. Complete plans were pub
lished by William Fowler of Winterton in 1801, and 

Photo: ]ames Barfoot 

grey where it is reduced. The body of the 
Higham Ferrers tiles is a deep red and a dark 
blue-grey where it is reduced. 

Higham Ferrers is linked by designs 9 and 10 
with another Northamptonshire site, Pi pew ell 
Abbey. One example of each design from Pipe
well is in the Rutland Collection at the British 
Museum.6 The king's head is on a broken 
oblong tile, originally decorated with two ex
amples of the king's head with the chins to-

by other early writers. 
4 F. R. Chapman, The Sacrist Rolls of Ely. Cam

bridge (1907), Vol. II. pp. 126-7. 
5 Pevsner, op. cit. 
6 British Museum index numbers 221.9 and 2439. 
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gether in the middle. The hounds are on a 
square tile the same size as that at Higham 
Ferrers, but scored into four small squares 
with a hound in each. The tiles from Pipewell 
in the British Museum include examples of 
designs 5 and 7 and a number of line-impressed 
rosettes but none of the rosettes seems to be 
the same size as those at Higham Ferrers. The 
Pipewell tiles are unlikely to have been made 
at the same place as either those at Ely or those 
at Higham Ferrers. The body is pale pink, 
pinkish buff and pale grey and, when a dark 
glaze was required, the body was coated with a 
red slip. 

Tiles decorated with line-impressed rosettes 
identical to those at Higham F errers are known 
from Elstow Abbey, Bedfordshire, where the 
body however resembles that at Pipewell. 

It is clear from the slightly different placing 
of the hounds on the tiles from Pipewell and 
Higham Ferrers that a small stamp with only 
one hound was used to make all four impres
sions on both tiles. The fact that the stamp of 
the king's head was also a small one with only 
one head is shown by the different placing of 
the heads in relation to each other on the tiles 
from the same two sites. As well as being 
decorated with various combinations of im
pressions of the same stamp, a tile could be 
decorated with impressions of two or more 
different stamps. This is demonstrated by some 
other tiles from Pipewell in the British Museum 
with designs not present at Higham Ferrers. 

A collection of tracings and drawings of tiles, 
made by Lord Alwyn Compton, Bishop of Ely, 
now in the library of the Society of Antiquaries, 
includes four tracings of tiles from Higham 
Ferrers. One is of the lion, design 3, another of 
a single example of the line-impressed rosette. 
The two other tracings are of tiles no longer 
present in the church, or if they are present, 
the designs have worn away completely. One 
shows part of a square tile with two impressions 
of the king's head, set diagonally with the chin 
to the middle, one in each remaining corner. 
The other shows most of a triangular half of a 
square tile. This has a rosette in the complete 
corner, part of a rosette in one of the bisected 
corners and most of the king's head set square 

7 I am grateful to Patrick Greene for allowing me 
to examine the tiles at Norton Priory and to inspect 
the remains of a kiln there. 

8 cf. Laurence Keen, 'A fourteenth-century tile 
pavement at Meesden, Hertfordshire', Hertfordshire 
Archaeology, 3 (1973) pp. 90-93; Elizabeth Eames 

in the middle of the tile. There may have been 
many other arrangements of the known stamps 
and possibly others which are no longer repre
sented at Higham Ferrers, especially if a larger 
area was originally paved with tiles. 

Except in places like Prior Crauden's chapel 
where the complete pavement survives, one is 
left with fragments of paving or with isolated 
tiles out of their context or with limited areas 
of paving such as we have at Higham Ferrers, 
and no one knows how much more was once 
present. One can only compare what remains 
from one site with what remains from another 
and many more places than we now know may 
have had tiles with the pseudo-mosaic animals 
for example. Until recently no opus sectile was 
known other than that in Prior Crauden's 
chapel, but Patrick Greene has found two pieces 
of an opus sectile lion during his excavations on 
the site of Norton Priory, Runcorn, Cheshire.7 

Line-impressed decoration, both on mosaic 
and on square tiles, was very popular during 
the first half of the fourteenth century in the 
area north of the Thames extending as far as 
Yorkshire and Wales. The fact that decoration 
made with the same stamp is present at dif
ferent places on tiles with a different body 
fabric suggests that the tilers who were re
sponsible for this type of decoration were 
itinerant. This means that many kilns were 
constructed but so far, except at Norton Priory, 
no kiln associated with the firing of this type 
of line-impressed decoration has been found. 

The Pavement at Higham Ferrers does not 
include any of the circular mosaic patterns, 
which are present on a number of sites with 
tiles in this series, 8 but it is interesting to see 
what variety was achieved by the use of only 
two shapes, the square and the lozenge, and 
halves or quarters of those shapes, and with 
only three different linear stamps. For me the 
panels with the lion and stags form the high
light of the pavement. It is fortunate that this 
tile paving at Higham Ferrers has escaped 
removal by restorers and remains for our enjoy
ment after over five centuries of use. 
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FIG. 1. HIGHAM FERRERS. 
Diagram of the arrangement of the panels in the tile paving on the altar steps. 
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FIG. 2. HIGHAM FERRERS. 

Diagrams of the arrangement of the tiles (a) in panels 5 and 13, (b) in panel14, (c) in panels 11 and 15. 



FIG. 3. HIGHAM FERRERS. 
Arrangement of tile designs (a) in panel 2, 
(b) in panel 8, (c) in panel 9, (d) in panell7. 
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FIG 5. HIGHAM FERRERS. Designs on the tiles nos. 7-12. 



THE FOURTEENTH-CENTURY TILE PAVING AT HIGHAM FERRERS 

13 
0 Scms. 
r......&.-...t.......L. ............. 

15 

- 14-

FIG. 6. HIGHAM FERRERS. Designs on the tiles nos. 13-16. 

GJJalkeith CJJress [!d. 
Printers 0 Stationers 

2/::26 GJJalkeith ()?lace, !Xettering 

phone 2574 

Printers of this and many other cultural and industrial publications 

209 



210 

Some of tile Trt1tles t111tl Trt1tler Members of 
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W. Mark & Co. 
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BUILDING SOCIETIES 
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SHOE RETAILERS 
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{
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