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AsTROP SPA 

READERS of Christopher Tongue's article 'Thomas Thornton at Astrop Spa' (Northamptonshire 
Past and Present, iv, 5 (1970/71), 281-285) will have wished for a contemporary illustration. 
Unfortunately no picture of the spa in its heyday is known. However the charming wash drawing 
by Thomas Rowlandson (1757-1827) illustrated above has recently come to public light. It is 
dated 1813 and entitled 'Aystrop Wells Buckinghamshire', although Astrop, in the parish of 
Kings Sutton, is of course actually in Northamptonshire. 

The wells were evidently still patronised and of sufficient interest to attract Rowlandson's 
brush five years after the Great Room of the Spa is thought to have closed. The well itself is 
clearly identical with that in Astrop Park, recently restored, and illustrated in Mr. Tongue's 
article. 

The picture was formerly in the possession of a younger branch of the Cartwright family. 
It was exhibited by Thomas Agnew and Sons in the Spring of 1973, and remains in a private 
collection in England. I am most grateful to Dame Mary Cartwright and Sir Geoffrey Agnew 
for their great help in securing a photograph of the picture and permission for its reproduction. 

J. S. W. GIBSON. 
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 1830-1845 

Part I The Men who Ruled the County 

Part II The Work of the County Magistrates will appear in the next issue of Northamptonshire Past & Present 

1. Introduction 

The justice of the peace in early nineteenth century England occupied a place of central 
importance in both local government and provincial society. As a magistrate, acting in courts of 
criminal and civil jurisdiction, maintaining law and order within his county, levying county taxes, 
administering county services, he ruled over greater and lesser men alike, owners and occupiers, 
rich and poor. By virtue no less of his landed status than of his magisterial position the justice 
was a leader in the formation and expression of opinion within the county, opinion which fre
quently made itself heard throughout the country, in Parliament, and at Whitehall. He was often 
an active and influential participant in a wide range of county affairs. 

What sort of men were the county justices and how did they view their work? Sidney and 
Beatrice Webb, in their monumental study of local government, attempted to carry the story of 
the justices into the first few decades of the nineteenth century. In the period between 1760 and 
1830 they discovered three principal trends. The first was a vast increase in both the scale and the 
range of county services for which justices became responsible.1 The second was a "growth of 
social compunction and zeal" among the magistracy in the performance of their duties. 2 The third 
trend, which the Webbs may have considered most important of all, was a growth of class exclu
siveness within the commission of the peace, "a steady rise in the social status of those who 
actually took part in the routine administration of the county business," and consequently a more 
selfish "class policy". According to them this movement toward exclusiveness continued after 
1830 as well.3 

It was, however, accompanied by a decline in the justices' administrative relevance. "The 
uncontrolled power of the Rulers of the County stood, in 1815", they wrote, "unchallenged 
either by Parliament or by public opinion. By 1835 the Justices had forfeited a great part of their 
administrative functions". 4 The justices survived but with their powers significantly reduced. 

The true test of such assertions must lie in comprehensive studies on a county basis, 
studies which extend beyond the period covered by the Webbs, and which aim to piece together 
the mosaic of local or regional differences. The period 1830 to 1845 offers a suitable time for 
examining the role of justices of the peace in county government. These were years of widespread 
social unrest and political clamour, when the very fabric of traditional England seemed in danger 
of being torn asunder. The great transformation from agricultural to industrial society was well 
underway in many areas of the country. Emerging in the midst of it were new wealthy and influen
tial groups: the industrial entrepreneurs, capitalists, and professionals. To accommodate such 
men, the political nation was broadened by the Reform Bill of 1832. In this period, marked by 
the new Poor Law of 1834, the Municipal Corporations and Prison Inspection Acts of 1835, and 
the County Police Act of 1839, the central government was rationalising and expanding the range 

1 Sidney and Beatrice Webb, English Municipal 
Government from the Revolution to the Municipal 
Corporations Act: The Parish and the County, Lon
don: Longmans, Green & Co., 1906, 481. 

2 Webbs, Parish and County, 378. 
3 Ibid., 378-382. 
4 Ibid., 557. A similar conclusion is reached by 

Bertram Osborne, Justices of the Peace, 1361-1848, 
Shaftesbury: The Sedgehill Press, 1960, 221, who 
speaks of the drastic reduction in administrative 
powers of the justices between 1830 and 1840. A 
more updated view is that of Esther Moir, The 
Justice of the Peace, Penguin Books, 1969, chapters 
5 and 6. 
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of its jurisdiction. It was, therefore, a period in which political, social, and economic change might 
have been reflected in changing composition, attitudes, and methods of the county bench. 

Was it so in Northamptonshire? Part I of this paper will discuss those men who were 
active justices of the peace in this rural county between the years 1830 and 1845, relating their 
background and activity to the social and economic structure of the county, and seeking to deter
mine to what degree the county bench was an exclusive and unified group. Part II, to follow, 
will consider their ideas and actions in the areas of crime and poverty as well as the way in which 
they conducted the county business. One purpose is to survey the justices' range of authority 
and describe any changes which occurred. Another is to assess how capable, efficient, and flexible 
as magistrates and administrators they were. Underlying the entire discussion is an attempt to 
see how, in this one county, power, privilege, and responsibility were united and dispersed. 

2. Social and Economic Structure of the County 

Northamptonshire in the early nineteenth century, as in centuries past, remained pre
dominantly a tradition-oriented, agricultural society. A great county for squires, wrote H . J. 
Habbakuk, "the most important of them had bought estates in the sixteenth or early seventeenth 
century, enclosed extensively and let out their lands to large farmers grazing sheep and cattle 
for the London market".5 The trend in Northamptonshire agriculture in the eighteenth century 
was toward the large estate and toward pasture over arable. But both processes were slow and 
the structure of society remained fairly stable. 6 

Industry also played a significant role in the economy. William Pitt, the agriculturist, 
estimated that in 1797 over half the population of the county was engaged in commercial and 
manufacturing pursuits. 7 His figure appears extraordinarily high. 8 Yet a flourishing trade in 
leather goods-footwear, whips, and saddles-as well as in woollens, silk, and lace did employ a 
large number of persons in this early period. 9 Of these only the footwear industry continued to 
grow and prosper through the following century. 

The early decades of the nineteenth century in Northamptonshire witnessed considerable 
change in the economic and social composition of the county. But most of this change was con
fined to the growth of major towns. Northampton and the towns of the Ise Valley drew labour 
to their expanding industries from the surrounding countryside and especially from neighbouring 
counties.10 Between 1801 and 1851 the town of Northampton more than tripled its population. 
In rural areas change was much less evident. The period from the end of the Napoleonic wars 
to the mid-thirties was marked by sporadic depression and complaints of agricultural distress. 
Nonetheless there are clear signs that the county escaped the worst effects of the economic and 
social disruption within English agricultural society. The population of rural parishes increased 
slowly if at all. Mobility in the countryside was confined mostly to a small but periodic emigration 
of unemployed labourers in times of acute distress.11 No startling transition from agriculture to 

5 H. J . Habbakuk, "English Landownership, 
1680-1740", Economic History Review, X (February 
1940), 3. 

6 Reporters to the Board of Agriculture in 1794 
and again in 1809 deplored the fact that nearly a 
fourth of all land in the county remained unenclosed, 
and noted the continuing great number of small 
owners. See Lord Ernle, English Farming, Past and 
Present, London: Heinemann, 1961 ed. (1912), 236; 
G. H. Dury, The East Midlands and the Peak, Lon
don: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1963, 131; W. G. 
Hoskins, The Midland Peasant, London: Macmillan 
& Co., 1957, 261; W. E. Tate, "Inclosure Move
ments in Northamptonshire", Northamptonshire 
Past and Present, I, no. 2 (1949), 19-33. 

7 P . R . Mounfield, "The Footwear Industry of 
the East Midlands : Northamptonshire, 1700 to 

1911", East Midland Geographer, no. 24 (December 
1965), 438. 

8 Comparative population returns for 1801 to 1831 
in Parliamentary Papers, 1833, V, 638-641 show that 
at no time during this period were there as many 
families engaged in trade, manufacture, and handi
crafts as in agriculture. 

9 V.C.H. Northamptonshire, London: Archibald 
Constable, 1902, II, 289-349. 

1° C. D. Morley, "Population of Northampton 
and the Ise Valley, 1801-1951", East Midland Geo
grapher, no. 11 (June 1959), 23-24. 

11 "Many inhabitants of Northamptonshire and 
the adjoining counties are every day emigrating to 
America." Letter to Northampton Mercury , April 24, 
1830; Parliamentary Papers, 1833, V. 465. 
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industry was perceptible. At a time when many northern and west midland counties were under
going rapid industrialisation and severe economic dislocation, when southern and south-eastern 
counties were rocked by social disorder, Northamptonshire was continuing a long tradition of 
comparative stability with only gradual change. 

Social perceptions change very slowly in such provincial societies. Where there has existed 
for many generations a class of local families, proprietors of the soil with social influence and 
economic power, whose duty it has long been to administer and protect county interests or to 
voice county needs, those families acquire and tend to maintain respect and obedience. They 
come to view themselves as the "natural rulers" of the county and are so regarded by others. The 
justices of the peace in Northamptonshire were largely people of this sort, and they performed 
their functions within the context of a dependent and deferential society. 

3. Composition of the Bench 

Between the years 1830 and 1845 in all 107 men sat on the Northamptonshire bench. 
This body of active magistrates comprised less than one in four of all justices in the commission 
of the peace.12 The number acting at any one time during these years appears to have remained 
constant. Samuel Lewis spoke of seventy-nine active magistrates in Northamptonshire in 1833.13 

William Whellan's Directory listed precisely the same number in 1849.14 

With respect to their social backgrounds, their association with the county, the family 
alliances they formed, their wealth, education, politics, and professional interests, the Northamp
tonshire magistrates were a reasonably diverse group. And yet it seems very likely that this county 
bench was at the time one of the most socially exclusive in the country. Ten of the magistrates 
were peers with large landed incomes. No fewer than thirty-seven were country gentlemen living 
primarily on rents from their estates and pursuing no regular endeavour other than landed 
proprietorship; five of these gentry were baronets. Professional men formed a second large group 
on the bench but, apart from the clergy, most of them were firmly entrenched in landed society. 
Five magistrates were barristers, one was a solicitor, and nine had embarked on careers in the 
military-seven in the army and two in the navy. One physician and one civil servant also sat on 
the bench. Clergymen, certainly the most diverse group of county magistrates and one meriting 
special attention, numbered forty-one. With the possible exception of two men who appear to 
have been farmers, men of business played no role on the commission of the peace in the 1830's 
or early forties. 15 

Most of the peers active on the bench were local grandees whose families had lived in 
Northamptonshire for centuries and had presided over the county's affairs. The Spencers and 
Comptons were associated with the county from medieval times, the Fitzroys were seated there 
by the late seventeenth century, and the Powys were at Lilford Hall from 1711. Those peers 
whose direct interests in Northamptonshire were tenuous at least had contracted local alliances 

12 By "active" I mean those men who actually 
took out their qualifications to act as magistrates and 
who appeared sometime during the period at quarter 
or petty sessions. In 1836 a total of 422 persons were 
listed in the commission of the peace for Northamp
tonshire: 44 peers or sons of peers, 13 baronets, 14 
doctors of law or divinity, 187 esquires, and 164 
clergymen. These latter figures, much higher than 
for many other counties of similar size and popula
tion, lend weight to that much overworked descrip
tion of Northants as a county of "spires and squires". 
Parliamentary Papers, 1836, XLIII, 210-213; in the 
ensuing decade appointments followed the pattern. 
Parliamentary Papers, 1842, XXXIII, 458; 1846, 
XXXIII, 356. 

13 Samuel Lewis, A Topographical Dictionary of 
England, London: 1833, Ill, n.p. 

14 William Whellan, History, Gazeteer, and Direc-

tory of Northampton, 1849, 308-310. 
15 Biographical information on the magistrates has 

been compiled from numerous sources, the most 
important of which are: Oswald Barron, Northamp
tonshire Families, London: Archibald Constable, 
1906; Frederick Boase, Modern English Biography, 
London: Frank Cass and Company, Ltd., 1965 ed. 
(1897-1912), 6 vols.; G. E. Cokayne, Complete Peer
age; London: The St. Catharine Press, 1910-1949, 
13 vols.; Henry !sham Longden, Northamptonshire 
and Rutland Clergy from 1500, Northampton: Archer 
& Goodman, 1938, 15 vols.; Leslie Stephen and 
Sidney Lee, eds. The Dictionary of National Biography 
London: Smith, Elder & Co., 1885-1901, 63 vols.; 
Edward Walford, The County Families nf the United 
Kingdom, London: Robert Hardwicke, 1873; and 
various editions of Burke's Peerage, Baronetage, and 
Knightage, and Landed Gentry. 
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through marriage; the Evans-Freke family, Barons Carbery, were related to the Fitzwilliams, 
and the Hill-Trevors, Viscounts Dungannon, intermarried with a branch of the Fitzroys. Only 
two of the peers active as magistrates were new creations. William Hanbury, created Baron 
Bateman in 1837, was a descendant of an eminent family which, in addition to possessing large 
estates in Herefordshire, was located in Northamptonshire by the early seventeenth century. 
Robert Vernon Smith was the son of "Bobus" Smith, who had made his fortune as Judge Advocate 
General of Bengal, but the family was well connected in the great aristocratic circles. The younger 
Smith acquired his Northamptonshire estates through marriage, and in 1859 was rewarded with 
the title of Baron Lyveden for his services to the whig party, both as M.P. for Northampton for 
nearly two decades and in various junior cabinet posts. Through a social convention which had 
probably prevailed in Northamptonshire for more than a century, none of these aristocrats married 
within the county, but their sense of attachment to it was in most instances very strong.16 

Broadly speaking, the same was true of the gentry. Nearly two-thirds of this group of 
thirty-seven magistrates were the offspring of Northamptonshire families and sons of resident 
country gentlemen. Although few could make the claim of two justices, Langham Rokeby of 
Arthingworth and Sir William Wake of Courteenhall, that their families dated to Saxon times, 
two others had, however, deduced their pedigrees in Northamptonshire from the Conquest.17 

Perhaps a sixth of these men were descendants of families who had settled in the east midlands 
by the Elizabethan era. The largest number, nearly a quarter of the total and including such 
prominent families as the Cartwrights of Aynhoe, the Thorntons of Brockhall, and the Tryons 
of Bulwick Park, had acquired estates in the county during the early seventeenth century, while 
almost as many again were descendants of families which had moved into Northamptonshire 
in the early years of the eighteenth century. 

Relative newcomers, only about a third of the gentry magistrates, often came from pro
fessional or business families. Such a man was Francis Dickins of Wollaston, whose father was 
a barrister and whose grandfather had lived in Covent Garden while he was Sergeant-Surgeon 
to the King, or Thomas Williams of Rushden Hall, scion of a family of prominent London and 
Dorchester bankers. The succession to local property through marriage was an obvious avenue 
into Northamptonshire society for a few families like the Carters of Edgecote and the Watson
Samwells of Upton Hall. Thomas Carter, one of the active magistrates during this period, was the 
son of a barrister who had married into the Chauncey family and acquired their Northamptonshire 
estates. In the early years of the nineteenth century the younger Carter distinguished himself as 
the member for Tamworth and later for Callington, was private secretary to the Duke of Port
land when the latter was Prime Minister, and was a Superintendent of Aliens. The father of the 
magistrate Thomas Watson-Samwell, who came from the colliery regions of Northumberland, 
married the younger daughter and heiress of Sir Thomas Samwell, the last representative of a 
family seated in Northamptonshire since the sixteenth century. 

The infusion of new blood into local landed society was a continuing process, but such 
instances should not be allowed to obscure the fact that the country gentlemen who sat on the 
bench in this period were principally the descendants of many generations of men who had 
likewise been the rulers of this county. 

The Northamptonshire gentry also followed the pattern of the local aristocracy in the 
marriages they contracted, seldom deviating from their own social stratum, but occasionally 
marrying into titled families which opened new doors to aristocratic or squirearchical society. 
Many gentry were, of course, wealthy and long-established proprietors; it is certainly likely 
that such advantageous marriages worked in both directions. Cementing an alliance, sometimes 
political or economic, between county families through marriage was a commonly recognized 
practice of landed society in the period. But, while instances of this sort did occur-for example 
between the Willes and Cartwright, Stratton and Willes, and Rose and W etherall families-they 

16 Habbakuk, "English Landownership", 4. 
17 For details on the Rokeby family, whose lineage 

is disputed, see Justin Simpson, Obituary and Records 

for the Counties of Lincoln, Rutland, and Northampton, 
1800-1859, Stamford: William Newcomb, 1861. 
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were more the exception than the rule. Of the country gentlemen on the Northamptonshire 
bench between 1830 and 1845, four-fifths married outside the circle of local families. 

Apart from the clergy those Northamptonshire magistrates who had entered the pro
fessions were scarcely otherwise distinguishable from the rest of the bench. A couple of them, 
like the solicitor Steed Girdlestone, or George Stone, an officer in the Royal Horse Guards, stood 
on the periphery of local landed society. Girdles tone had once been deputy clerk of the peace 
for the Isle of Ely, while Stone, whose modest landed property lay mostly in Middlesex, married 
into a Yorkshire business family. The barrister Thomas Cowper Hincks came from a family of 
bankers and aldermen in Cheshire. The remainder, however, had close ties with the county. 
Most magistrates who followed careers in the army or navy, for example, bore such names as 
Spencer, Fitzroy, Cartwright, and Watson, and were generally the younger sons of leading local 
families. Like the rest of the aristocracy and gentry, they married their social equals. Of the 
barristers on the bench, two were closely connected with the eminent Watson family, once the 
Earls of Rockingham, and were heirs to local baronetcies. A third was allied with the Stopford 
family, having married a daughter of one prominent clergyman active on the bench. Henry 
Barne Sawbridge, the recorder of Daventry from 1803 to 1821 and later the vice chairman of 
Northamptonshire quarter sessions, had family connections with the county going back to the 
sixteenth century. His grandfather had purchased the estate of East Haddon from the !sham family 
in the 1780's and was high sheriff of the county in 1782. 

Only among the large group of clerical magistrates was the pattern of social exclusiveness 
and local heritage broken, and even then only partially. Some of the forty-one clergymen on the 
bench closely resembled the lay magistrates in both county and family background. A large 
number, however, did not. As a group the clerical justices appear to have played in county 
government a role disproportionate to their numbers and interests. 

According to the Webbs clerical justices first appeared in quantity on commissions of the 
peace shortly after 1750 when the need arose for greatly increasing the number of magistrates in 
outlying areas of the counties. These men were viewed as suitable county justices, qualified by 
freehold possession, and owners of glebe and tithe.18 Fulfilling this need played a part in the 
growing numbers of clergymen appointed to the Northamptonshire bench. As late as 1839 the 
Lord Lieutenant of the county, speaking of an area around Towcester, informed the Lord Chan
cellor that "there is a deficiency of persons for the Magistracy in that neighbourhood & no means 
of supplying these places except by the Clergymen I have recommended, who are all persons 
of Character & consideration".19 By the 1830's, however, Northamptonshire clergymen in general 
were not acting as magistrates only in remote parts of the county uninhabited by established 
proprietors. More often than not they were voicing opinions or making decisions on county 
matters in concert with the aristocracy and gentry of their neighbourhoods. Nor was it unusual 
for clerical magistrates to act alone in parishes and divisions where a multitude of prosperous 
and indigenous gentry resided. How was such extraordinary influence possible? 

Certainly the clergymen were not entirely removed from traditions of governance and 
respectability firmly implanted in Northamptonshire society. All forty-one were ministers of the 
Established Church. All but one had attended either Oxford or Cambridge. Most had achieved 
at least the position of rector and a large majority held plural benefices. Furthermore, well over 
a third of the clerical magistrates were born in the county and most of these came from families 
established in Northamptonshire by at least the early eighteenth century. Men such as the Rev. 
Henry Longueville Manse!, of the Mansels of Cos grove Hall, or the Rev. William Thorn ton, son 
of the magistrate Thomas Reeve Thornton of Brockhall, not only grew up within the charmed 
circle of county acquaintances but were also considerable landed proprietors in their own right. 
Similarly, several clerical magistrates who were newcomers to Northamptonshire society never
theless came from highly respected landowning families outside the county. The Rev. George 
Edward Hanmer, for example, was a younger son of the Hanmers of Flintshire, a wealthy family 

18 Webbs, Parish and County, 351. of the Peace Miscellaneous Papers, Box X 1989, Earl 
19 Northamptonshire County Record Office, Clerk of Westmorland to the Lord Chancellor, June 7, 1839. 
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of baronet rank owning over 11,000 acres in Wales and the west of England. Another was the 
Rev. Loraine Loraine-Smith, until 1836 the proprietor of Enderby Hall in Leicestershire, whose 
family was traced to the Norman period. The Rev. Mr. Loraine-Smith was one of that special 
breed of clergymen "whose costume, habits, and general lack of self-devotion to the things more 
immediately pertaining to his walk of life, rendered him, for full half a century a conspicuous 
member of society". 20 A passionate fox-hu_nter regularly associated with the Pytchley Hunt, he 
lived more as a country squire than a country parson, mingling on equal terms with other country 
gentlemen. Intermarriage smoothed the path into local society for clergymen like the Rev. Francis 
Clerke, whose father had had the foresight to marry a Cartwright long before his financial distress 
removed him from his Lancashire parish to the Fleet Prison where he died. The Rev. James, 
4th Baron Douglas of Lanarkshire, was related on his mother's side to the Dukes of Buccleuch, 
and it was through the patronage of the Dowager Duchess that he became the rector of Broughton. 
Some clerical magistrates therefore had long and respected association with county families and 
county affairs in Northamptonshire. 

Most were of more obscure background. Nearly two-thirds of the clergymen on the bench 
between 1830 and 1845 were newcomers to the county. Sixteen were themselves sons of clerics 
very few of whom had any ties with Northamptonshire society. Three were sons of farmers and 
six others of professional men without landed interests. The Rev. Charles Arthur Sage was the 
younger son of an assay master at the Royal Mint, the Rev. George Halliley Capron of a wealthy 
Suffolk solicitor, the Rev. Francis Litchfield of a Northampton physician. Least established of 
them all was the Rev. James Hogg, the most active justice at petty sessions in the entire county. 
He was not educated at the universities. At the turn of the century he became master of the 
grammar school at Kettering, married one of the local spinsters and later, with the patronage of 
the Duke of Buccleuch, was made vicar of Geddington and Newton. He was appointed to the 
magistracy in 1818, at the comparatively late age of forty-four, and assiduously devoted his 
remaining twenty-six years to those duties. For several of those years he was chairman of his 
petty sessional division.21 It is indeed likely that many of these clergymen, like the Rev. Mr. 
Hogg, raised themselves to positions of prominence by displaying great energy and a more than 
usual willing~ess to participate. 

One other road to local success and respectability lay through propitious marriages into 
the upper social strata. A case in point is the story of the Rev. Samuel W oodfield Paul. Born in 
Dorsetshire in 1778, Paul first became a barrister and travelled on the circuit. In 1806, however, 
he married the daughter of Sir John English Dol ben of Finedon, patriarch of a long-settled 
Northamptonshire family and an inactive justice of the peace. With newly-formed connections 
among the local gentry and an estate of some 760 acres, Paul immediately abandoned his law 
practice and went to study for the ministry at Cambridge. In 1810 he became vicar of Finedon 
on his own presentation as patron, styling himself a "Student of Civil Law". 22 That same year 
he was appointed to the magistracy and actively served until his death in 1847. 

The social position of Northamptonshire magistrates becomes clearer when set within 
the framework of landownership and income. Statistics in this area are neither contemporary nor 
complete and are subject to a wide margin of error. They must for the most part be taken from the 
published returns of the 1870's. 23 Despite their obvious deficiencies, the figures available nonethe
less provide a useful clue to the distribution of economic power among the rulers of the county. 
While they suggest wide variations in income, they also indicate that, with the exception of most 

20 H. 0. Nethercote, The Pytchley Hunt : Past and 
Present, London: Sampson Low, 1888, 2nd ed. , 62. 

21 Longden, Northants Clergy, VII, 55; Parlia
mentary Papers, 1840, XLI, 375. During some years 
in the 1830's the Rev. Mr. Hogg was responsible for 
twenty per cent of all convictions and commitments 
at petty sessions in the county. 

22 Longden, Northants Clergy , X, 201. 
23 A few contemporary figures on landowning are 

noted in Baker's History and Antiquities of North
amptonshire, London : J. B. Nichols, 1822-1830, 2 
vols. Most, however, come from John Bateman, The 
Acre-ocracy of England, London: B. M. Pickering, 
1876; Cokayne, Complete Peerage; and the original 
source for both of the latter, Great Britain, Parlia
mentary Papers, House of Commons, Return of 
Owners of Land, 1873, London: Eyre and Spottis
woode, 1875. 
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clerical magistrates, these men were a prosperous group. In some cases it is also possible to 
recognize how status achieved by large incomes from land cut across that achieved by title. 

No other magistrates in Northamptonshire could match in extent and wealth the estates 
of the greatest aristocratic landowners and justices of the county. Earl Spencer with nearly 17,000 
acres, the Duke of Grafton with 14,500, and the Marquis of Northampton with close to 10,000 
acres stood unquestionably in the forefront. Nor did their incomes rest entirely upon these estates. 
The Spencers owned an additional 10,000 acres in six other counties. The Comptons drew 
sizeable rents from estates totalling 13,000 acres in Warwickshire and Scotland. The Powys 
family, Barons Lilford, while owning about 8,000 acres in the county, had land almost as exten
sive and considerably more valuable in Lancashire. The Fitzroys possessed acres in Suffolk 
nearly as broad as those in Northamptonshire. The local estates of other active peers varied 
greatly, however, and some were less than 3,000 acres. Many established county families, the 
Knightleys and Cartwrights among them, far exceeded aristocrats like Lords Bateman, Carbery, 
and Lyveden in their Northamptonshire properties. 

The gentry and lay professional groups on the bench were more strictly speaking "county 
men", whose estates lay entirely or primarily within Northamptonshire. A few magistrates, it 
is true, had only secondary associations with the county. Thomas Charles Higgins of Turvey 
House, the most notable among these, owned less than 200 acres in Northamptonshire. The 
bulk of his estates lay in neighbouring Bedfordshire, where he served for many years as chairman 
of that county's quarter sessions. Well over half the gentry owned lands outside Northampton
shire, but generally their family seats and the major portion of their wealth rested upon local 
property. At least eight gentry magistrates lived on Northamptonshire estates of more than 3,000 
acres, and all of the barristers had lands totalling well above 1,000 acres. While many of these 
men played a leading role on the commission of the peace, others with far smaller interests were 
also prominent. Nearly a third of the gentry, for example, were proprietors of less than 750 acres. 
The "average" lay magistrate in this period probably owned an estate of from 750 to 2,000 acres, 
deriving from it an almost equivalent annual rent in pounds. 24 Wide variations in landed income 
notwithstanding, most of these justices therefore had a considerable stake in the county itself 
and were able to command in their own neighbourhoods a good deal of influence. 

Records on landowning among the clerical magistrates are sparse. Only about a third of 
these men appear to have owned estates. Clergymen like the Rev. H. L. Mansel of Cosgrove 
with over 1,000 acres, the Rev. Sir George Stamp Robinson of Cranford Hall with over 2,000, 
or the Rev. George Halliley Capron of Southwick Hall and Stoke Doyle, whose father had pur
chased and left to him estates approaching 4,000 acres, were rarities. Most clerical estates ranged 
from 200 to 500 acres. The evidence suggests that a majority of the clerical magistrates in North
amptonshire during this period probably depended principally upon modest clerical livings, and 
that in their case wealth was not a necessary prerequisite for entry into the local magistracy. 

The Northamptonshire magistrates active in the 1830's and early forties shared to a re
markable degree a common educational experience. Most of the peers on the bench, at least a 
third of the gentry, a quarter of the clergy, and all but one of the barristers had attended one of 
the great public schools. In many cases intermingling at schools like Eton, Harrow, Westminster, 
or Rugby, they proceeded on to either Oxford or Cambridge, where the polish of polite society 
and habits of command were further imbibed. Only one of the clerical magistrates did not go 
the Oxbridge Toute; over half the gentry had been there, eleven at Oxford and nine at Cambridge, 
while for the peers at least a Cambridge M.A. rapidly acquired was pro forma. Legal training was 
not an important attribute in a county magistrate, and such professionalism was (and indeed still 

24 The amount of their incomes from land is ad
mittedly conjectural. In the 1870's these estates 
normally rented at from £1 t to £2 per acre. For some 
indication of the improvement in agricultural pro-

ductivity which may have brought higher rents by 
1870 see G. E. Fussell," 'High Farming' in the East 
Midlands and East Anglia, 1840-1880", Economic 
Geography, XXVII, no. 1 (January 1951), 76-79. 
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is) viewed with some suspicion. Apart from the barristers on the bench, only about one in ten 
of the Northamptonshire magistrates had attended any of the Inns of Court. 25 

But it was, perhaps, in the sphere of politics that the greatest degree of cohesion existed 
among the rulers of the county. Many of these county families had established a long tradition of 
parliamentary representation. The Knightleys, for example, had represented the county in 
Parliament since the fifteenth century and were especially prominent throughout the eighteenth. 
Sir Charles Knightley, as well as being an active magistrate, was also one of the members for 
South Northamptonshire from 1834 to 1852. His son Rainald took up the seat upon his father's 
death and held it untill892. 26 Members of the Cartwright family were county M.P.s throughout 
the later seventeenth and the eighteenth century. William Ralph Cartwright, a prominent man 
as chairman of quarter sessions from 1832 to 1837, was also an M.P. for nearly fifty years. Many 
other magistrates came from families with long parliamentary histories. In all nearly a fifth of 
the magistrates on the bench during these years had sat at one time or other in the House of 
Commons. 

Through the eighteenth century and well into the nineteenth, Northamptonshire country 
gentlemen steered a course of fierce independence in politics. Their principal aim was to thwart 
the rising ambitions of local aristocratic families like the Spencers and Fitzwilliams anxious to 
dominate the county representation.27 Though such aristocratic intrusions into this traditional 
preserve of the gentry did occur, most notably in the case of Lord Althorp, the ordinary country 
gentry managed to retain the reins of county government very tightly in their own hands. 

As a result the Northamptonshire bench of the 1830's and early forties reflected more a 
uniformity of political sentiment than any even division of country gentlemen or clergymen into 
hostile political camps.28 Alone among the magistrates, the grandees championed the cause of 
whiggery: the Spencers, the Watsons, the Powys, the Hanburys, the Vernon Smiths, the Fitzroys 
to some extent, the Comptons increasingly. A few magistrates among the gentry and clergy of 
the county allied themselves with such local whig aristocrats or with the whig party in general. 
Men with substantial interests like Edward Bouverie of Delapre Abbey and Sir William Wake 
of Courteenhall, as well as small owners like Charles Hill of Wollaston Hall, were consistent 
whigs. A considerable number of the smaller men on the bench such as John Nethercoat of Moulton 
Grange, a country gentleman active in the Pytchley Hunt and living on less than 1,000 acres, the 
farmer Thomas Wilkins, the physician William Landen Hopkinson, and the Rev. James Hogg 
possibly perceived that political neutrality was their wisest course. Wherever possible, they 
followed a pattern of strict independence, voting for both tory and whig candidates. The 
remainder of the bench, however, expressed "a consistent and enduring toryism".29 The Knight
leys, Gunnings, Cartwrights, and Willes families, for example, contracted a close political alliance 
and financed a local tory paper catering to their views and interests.30 Among the thirty-seven 

25 School registers and the records of the Inns of 
Court have not, however, been combed exhaustively. 
It is certainly likely that a higher proportion of the 
magistrates than indicated here at least attended the 
public schools. The sources for university attendance 
are : Joseph Foster, Alumni Oxoniensis, Oxford: Par
ker and Co., Part 2 (1715-1888), 1888, 4 vols., and 
J. A. Venn, Alumni Cantabrigiensis, Cambridge: 
University Press, Part 2 (1752-1900), 1940-1954, 6 
vols. These works contain much additional bio
graphical information. 

26 "Sir Charles belonged to the old and extinct 
school of Tories who swore by Lord Eldon and at 
Sir Robert Peel. Sir Rainald ... has been con
tent ... to support his party with equal silence and 
sedulousness." Quote from London World, August 
31, 1892, in C. H. Markham, ed. Northamptonshire 
Notes and Queries, V (1894), 82-83. 

27 For a detailed account of such political alliances 
and contests, see Eric G. Forrester, Northamptonshire 
County Elections and Electioneering, 1695-1832, Lon-

don : Oxford University Press, 1941. 
28 The political careers and party allegiances of 

those magistrates who sat in the Lords or Commons 
have been traced in such additional sources as 
Cokayne, Complete Peerage, Charles R. Dad, The 
Parliamentary Companion, London: Whittaker & 
Co., annually from 1832, and Henry Stooks Smith, 
The Register of Parliamentary Contested Elections, 
London: Simpkin, Marshall, and Co., 1842. The 
political complexion of the bench in general, how
ever, has been drawn from a study of voting be
haviour recorded in the published poll-books for the 
county elections of 1806 and 1831, the North 
Northamptonshire election of 1835, and the South 
Northamptonshire contests of 1847 and 1857. 

29 Forrester, Northamptonshire County Elections, 
151. 

30 Northamptonshire County Record Office, 
Knightley MSS, Papers and correspondence relating 
to the establishment of the Northampton Herald, K. 
1391-1404. 
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gentry on the bench, no fewer than twenty-four were tories, while only four are known to have 
been whigs. Of the forty-one clergymen, only three supported whig candidates, while twenty-five 
voted consistently tory. All of the barristers and over half the magistrates with careers in the 
military likewise expressed tory sentiment. The political agreement existing within the Northamp
tonshire magistracy suggests, to some degree at least, a common social outlook, and helps to 
explain how the business of the county was carried on with a minimum of factional disputes 
during these years. 

With some important variations the image of Northamptonshire justices in this period 
broadly conforms to that which the Webbs perceived. They were a closely-knit governing elite, 
tied together by mutual interests in land and a mutual tradition of proprietorship, interconnected 
by exclusive patterns of family association and marriage, and sharing a common political creed. 
The many exceptions modify that image from one of a closed and narrow ruling elite to one 
which was open through several channels and within which powers could be widely dispersed. 
In addition, it should be pointed out that, although these men may indeed have constituted a 
local oligarchy, their activities must be seen within the much broader perspective of historical 
continuity. Their dominance resulted as much from tradition as from a desire to retain power 
tightly in a few hands. They were ingrained with the traditions of county leadership and service. 
During the period 1830 to 1845, at county meetings, on boards of management, in agricultural, 
religious, and charitable societies, as high sheriffs or deputy lieutenants, the active justices of 
the peace also played a leading role. Most were more than mere magistrates; as lords of the manor 
or successful clergymen they were frequently wealthy and influential men, in touch with local 
conditions and local needs. They were products of a tradition-oriented county which for several 
generations had come to expect from this class decision and direction in local affairs. 

R. W. SHORTHOUSE. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

ACTIVE JUSTICES IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 1830-1845 

Abstract of Estates, Family Backgrounds, Marriages, 
and Political Preferences1 

JUSTICES ACREAGE FAMILY MARRIAGES POLITICS 
COUNTY TOTAL BACKGROUND 

A. Peerage 
COMPTON, Spencer Joshua 

Alwyne, 2nd Marquis of 
Northampton 9,649 23,501 peerage (L) peerage (NL) whig* 

EV ANS-FREKE, John, 
Baron Carbery 1,667 + 1,667 peerage (NL) peerage (NL) tory* 

FITZROY, Charles, 3rd 
Baron Southampton 4,687 

1 Landownership is divided into two columns. The 
first is the size of the magistrate's Northamptonshire 
estates, the second the total amount of land he owned 
throughout the country. Those spaces left blank in
dicate either that the magistrate owned no land or 
that the extent of his possessions is unknown. The 
"+" sign indicates the magistrate owned an addi
tional but undetermined amount of land above the 
figure shown. Figures are based upon the published 
returns of 1873. 

6,861 peerage (L) peerage (NL) whig 

The designation (L) or (NL) indicat~s whether the 
justice came from a "local" or "non-local" family 
and whether he married within the county. In a few 
instances the magistrate's family background and 
marriage ties are undetermined. 

All those magistrates who at one time or other sat 
in the House of Commons are indicated by an 
asterisk (*) appearing after their political party 
affiliations. 



138 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

JUSTICES ACREAGE FAMILY MARRIAGES POLITICS 
COUNTY TOTAL BACKGROUND 

A. Peerage-continued 

FITZROY, Henry, Earl of 
Euston, later 5th Duke 
of Grafton 14,507 25,773 peerage (L) peerage (NL) whig* 

HANBURY, William, cr. 
1st Baron Bateman 2,394 9,647 gentry (L) peerage (NL) whig* 

POWYS, Thomas Atherton, 
3rd Baron Lilford 7,998 15,554 peerage (L) peerage (NL) whig 

SMITH, Robert Vernon, cr. 
1st Baron Lyveden 4,138 4,138 gentry (NL) peerage (NL) whig* 

SPENCER, George John, 
2nd Earl 16,800 27,185 peerage (L) peerage (NL) whig* 

SPENCER, John Charles, 
Viscount Althorp, 3rd Earl 16,800 27,185 peerage (L) gentry (NL) whig* 

TREVOR, Hon. Arthur Hill-, 
later 3rd Viscount Dungannon peerage (NL) gentry (NL) tory* 

B. Landed Gentry 

BOUVERIE, Edward 3,188 3,188 
BROOKE, Sir Arthur de 

peerage (L) gentry whig 

Capell, 2nd Bart. 2,966 6,593 gentry (L) gentry (NL) tory 
CARTER, Thomas 2,587 2,587 profes. (NL) gentry (NL) tory* 
CARTWRIGHT, William 

Ralph 4,396 5,536 gentry (L) peerage (NL) tory* 
CLARKE, Richard Trevor 1,066 1,066 gentry (L) profes. (NL) tory 
DOLBEN, William Harcourt 

!sham Mackworth- 1,607 1,607 gentry (NL) gentry (L) tory 
DICKINS, Francis 367 + 367 profes. (NL) peerage (NL) tory 
GUNNING, Sir Robert 

Henry, 3rd Bart. 3,853 6,846 gentry (L) unmarried tory* 
HIGGINS, Thomas Charles 183 2,946 gentry (L) gentry (NL) tory 
HILL, Charles 367 383 whig 
KNIGHTLEY_, Sir Charles,_ 

2n:d Bart. 8,041 8,041 
KNIGHTLEY, Rainald, later 

gentry (L) peerage (NL) tory* 

3rd Bart. 8,041 8,041 gentry (L) profes. (NL) tory* 
LAFARGUE, Peter Augustus 98 587 profes. (NL) tory* 
LAMB, Richard Howson 455 + 455 gentry (L) 
LEIGH, John Ward 

Bough ton- 1,300 4,400 gentry (L) gentry (NL) tory 
MAUNSELL, Thomas Philip 958 958 gentry (L) peerage (NL) tory* 
NETHERCOAT, John 778 925 gentry (L) gentry (NL) indep. 
O'BRIEN, Augustus Stafford gentry (NL) tory* 
PIERREPONT, Hon. 

Philip Sidney 894 898 peerage (NL) gentry (NL) tory 
REDDALL, John 1,400 1,400 tory 
ROKEBY, Langham + 1,289 gentry (L) unmarried tory 
ROSE, John Capel 1,916 1,916 tory 
ROSE, William Rose- 340 340 gentry (L) clergy (NL) tory 
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JUSTICES ACREAGE FAMILY MARRIAGES POLITICS 
COUNTY TOTAL BACKGROUND 

B. Landed Gentry-continued 

RUSSELL, Jesse Watts 5,349 7,365 business (NL) business (NL) tory* 
SAMWELL, Thomas 

Samwell Watson- gentry (L) clergy (NL) indep. 
SEVERNE, John Michael 1,103 + 1,103 gentry (L) gentry (NL) indep. 
SEVERNE, Samuel Amy 1,103 + 1,103 gentry (L) gentry (NL) 
SMITH, John William 187 187 gentry (L) clergy (NL) 
STRATTON, John Locke 253 950 gentry (NL) gentry (L) tory 
THORNTON, Thomas Reeve 3,114 3,114 gentry (L) gentry (L) indep. 
TRYON, Thomas 4,706 4,706 gentry (L) gentry (NL) tory 
WAKE, Sir William, 

9th Bart. 1,629 3,141 gentry (L) gentry (NL) whig 
W A TKINS, William 621 621 gentry (L) profes. (NL) tory 
WHIELDON, George 137 business (NL) business (NL) 
WILLES, William 272 272 profes. (L) gentry (L) tory 
WILLIAMS, Thomas 1,428 + 1,428 business (NL) profes. (NL) whig 
YOUNG, Allen Allicocke 1,787 1,787 gentry (L) clergy (L) tory 

C. Barristers 
BROOKE, William de Capell, 

later 3rd Bart. 2,966 6,593 gentry (L) peerage (L) tory 
HINCKS, Thomas Cowper 1,057 business (NL) gentry (NL) tory 
P ALMER, Geoffrey, later 

8th Bart. 2,428 4,120 gentry (L) unmarried tory 
SA WBRIDGE, Henry Barne 1,569 1,569 gentry (L) business (NL) tory 
SMYTH, William 3,100 3,100 gentry (NL) peerage (NL) tory 

D. Military 
CARTWRIGHT, Richard 

Aubrey 2,587 3,002 gentry (L) peerage (NL) tory 
CARTWRIGHT, William 48 48 gentry (L) profes. (NL) tory 
FITZROY, Hon. Charles peerage (L) 
HUTCHINSON, Hon. Henry 

peerage (NL) whig* 

Hely- 1,125 1,125 profes. (NL) gentry (NL) tory 
MAN SEL, John Christopher 1,045 1,045 gentry (L) gentry (NL) tory 
RUSSELL, Lord Charles 

James Fox 
SPENCER, Hon. Frederick, 

peerage (NL) gentry (NL) whig* 

later 4th Earl 16,800 27,185 peerage (L) gentry (NL) whig* 
STONE, George + 280 business (NL) tory 
WATSON, Hon. Richard 2,222 4,546 peerage (L) peerage (NL) whig* 

E. Clergymen 

A THA WES, John 814 clergy (NL) profes. (NL) 
ATLAY, Charles farmer (NL) 
BENNE TT, Henry Leigh- 987 gentry (NL) gentry (NL) tory 
BONNEY, Henry Kaye clergy (L) business (NL) tory 
BOUL TBEE, Richard Moore gentry (NL) gentry (NL) tory 
BRENT, Daniel 29 29 gentry (NL) 
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JUSTICES ACREAGE FAMILY MARRIAGES POLITICS 

COUNTY TOTAL BACKGROUND 

E. Clergymen-continued 

BUTCHER (later PEMBERTON), 
Edward Robert 104 gentry (L) whig 

BUTLER, George profes. (NL) gentry (NL) indep. 
CAPRON, George Halliley 3,846 3,846 profes. (L) gentry (L) 
CLARKE, William Henry 259 259 gentry (NL) clergy (L) tory 
CLERKE, Francis gentry (L) unmarried tory 
DOUGLAS, James, 4th Baron peerage (NL) peerage (NL) tory 
FAWCETT, Thomas clergy (NL) profes. (NL) tory 
FITZROY, Frederick Thomas 

William Coke peerage (L) gentry (NL) 
FREEMAN, Henry farmer (L) tory 
GELDART, Richard John clergy (NL) tory 
GORDON, Lord George peerage (NL) gentry (NL) tory 
GRIFFIN, Edward peerage (L) commoner (L) tory 
HANMER, George Edward gentry (NL) unmarried tory 
HARINGTON, Richard gentry (NL) clergy (NL) whig 
HOGG, James commoner (L) indep. 
LITCHFIELD, Francis 92 92 profes. (L) unmarried tory 
MALIM, George clergy (L) 
MANSEL, Henry 

Longueville 1,045 1,045 gentry (L) profes. (NL) tory 
PAUL, Samuel Woodfield 760 760 profes. (NL) gentry (L) tory 
PORTINGTON, Henry 82 farmer (NL) gentry (L) tory 
QUARTLEY, Henry 
ROBINSON,. Sir George 

farmer (NL) 

Stamp, 7th Bart. 2,087 2,087 gentry (L) - gentry (NL) whig 
ROSE, John clergy (L) 
SAGE, Charles Arthur profes. (NL) tory 
SEAGRAVE, John clergy (L) tory 
SEROCOLD, John Jackson gentry (L) clergy (NL) indep. 
SMITH, Loraine Loraine- gentry (NL) gentry (NL) tory 
STOCKDALE, William 376 376 clergy (NL) clergy (NL) tory 
STODDART, John clergy (L) 
STOPFORD, Hon. 

Richard Bruce 538 538 peerage (NL) peerage (L) tory 
T ARPLEY, Kenneth 

Mackenzie Ried profes. (NL) commoner (NL) tory 
THORNTON, William 410 410 gentry (L) profes. (NL) indep. 
WETHERALL, John 256 256 clergy (L) gentry (L) tory 
WETHERALL, John Lay cock 256 256 tory 
WETHERELL, Charles 521 521 business (NL) tory 

F. Other Professionals 

FITZROY, Hon. Henry peerage (L) business (NL) tory* 
GIRDLESTONE, Steed 
HOPKINSON, William 

Land en 144 152 profes. (L) clergy (NL) indep. 
WILKINS, Thomas farmer (L) clergy (NL) indep. 
YORKE, John tory 
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PETERBOROUGH ABBEY 1086-1310 
by EDMUND KING 

A study in the land market 

(Cambridge University Press) 208 pp. 1973. £5.60) 
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W. T. Mellows laid the foundations for the history of Peterborough Abbey some thirty 
years ago and Dr. King, a lecturer in the department of history in the University of Sheffield, 
has taken up the subject again. He brings to it the fresh insight of economic historians who have 
made such great progress in the last generation. His study covers the period from the re-founda
tion of the monastery in the tenth century; (an earlier start than the title suggests), to the check 
of economic expansion in the early 14th century. He reviews the sources which include the 
chronicles of Hugh Candidus, Robert of Swaffham, and Waiter of Whittlesey; these are sup
plemented by Domesday Book, the Peterborough Descriptio Militum and the Northamptonshire 
Survey) and, perhaps most important, the Carte NativorumJ an early 14th century source which 
contains villein transactions in free land, almost all from the villages surrounding the monastery 
in the Soke of Peterborough. 

The tremendous size of the endowments of one of these Pre-Conquest monasteries is 
emphasized. The abbey possessed practically the whole of the Soke of Peterborough, much of 
the middle and lower Nene valley including Ashton, Warmington and Oundle, Kettering and 
Cottingham and Great Easton on the Leicestershire border, Tinwell in Rutland, while 80 miles 
away there was Walcot, just South of the Humber, together with nineteen estates in Lincolnshire. 
This estate was founded by the original gift of Ethelwold and his subsequent purchases; the 
abbey then expanded into the neighbouring counties of Leicestershire, Rutland and Lincolnshire, 
so that by the time of Abbot Leofric (1052-66) it was named "the golden burgh". Thorold, the 
first Norman abbot, broke up the estates to some extent. He 'gave lands to his kinsfolk and the 
knights who came with them, so that scarcely one third of the abbey's estate remained in demesne'. 
mourned Hugh Candidus. Dr. King estimates that 46% of the abbey's property was in the hands 
of its knights by 1080; perhaps this is hardly surprising in view of the phenomenally heavy burden 
of knight service inflicted on the abbey, that of sixty knights' fees. It is suggested that it was seen 
as a bulwark against Hereward and the Danes. 

In a chapter of great interest to the historian of the landscape Dr. King discusses the 
colonisation of new lands in the forest and fen. The abbey's lands lay in the most densely wooded 
area of the county and he suggests that to counter the inflation of the 12th century and in an 
attempt to compensate for the decline of income from fixed rents, the monks were disafforesting 
on a large scale. They were making assarts and paying the royal foresters for these multitudinous 
clearings. The work of clearance started to gather pace in the mid-12th century and was at its 
peak c.1175-1225. Being situated on the western edge of the great fenlands, the abbey was again 
in a good position to reclaim fenland for pasture. Such place names as 'Le Inham' and 'Le Newe
dike' recall the colonising work, while granges such as at Oxney and Eye were centres of fenland 
exploitation. The work itself was done by the successors of Domesday sokemen. 

Dr. King deals with the monastery tenants in a series of chapters about knights, freeholders 
and villeins. We see the knights making independent provision for their daughters and younger 
sons; they also emerge as benefactors to the abbey, the only generous phase of pious donation 
between the Conquest and the Reformation. He follows the fortunes of a number of 13th century 
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freeholding families who were in the van of the movement clearing new land. Much of this 
eventually was bought up by the abbey. The various monastic departments, the sacristry, almonry 
and cellarer were all engaged in building up estates, either purchasing property in the town of 
Peterborough or buying land outside the Soke. There were powerful villein families also engrossing 
estates in this very fluid market condition around 1300. These Dr. King calls the Peterborough 
'kulaks'. 

The book concludes with an account of the administration and organisation of the monastic 
estates. As in royal government professional administrators succeeded feudal. The abbey was 
served by stewards, such as Robert de Thorpe, whose family's building activities are still a note
worthy feature of the landscape at Longthorpe. The church they built still stands; by its side is 
the tower whose splendid wall paintings in the principal room 'give the most vivid impression of 
civilised life in a manor house'. The abbey backed up the services of its monk wardens and stewards 
by retaining local lawyers and even royal judges were bribed in the war against the needy and ever 
inventive royal administration. 

When analysing the organisation of the monastic estates we are shown that the more 
distant manors sent cash only (their 'farm') while the others nearer Peterborough contributed 
grain as well. The latter manors had a heavier burden of labour services-nowhere under three 
days a week. An interesting geographical division is noted; the manors in areas dominated by 
heavy clays had eight oxen to each plough; in the lighter limestone uplands there were seven or 
even six oxen to each plough. Dr. King surmises that there was a movement towards direct 
farming towards the end of the 12th century and with it the value of the estates doubled between 
1176 and 1211. Direct management and strong lordship paid off. Towards the middle of the 14th 
century, however, it is clear that arable farming was being run down because of poor soil and falling 
yields and sheep farming was coming into its own. The middle Nene area has a surprising number 
of deserted medieval villages, such as Woodcroft, Papley, Lilford, Perio and Kingsthorpe. 

In short this book is an interesting comparative study to those we already have of the 
economic life of the medieval monasteries of Tavistock, Ely and Christchurch, Canterbury. Its 
importance and originality lies in its detailed unravelling of the market in land during the early 
middle ages. 

J. M. STEANE. 

SHOEMAKERS IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 1762-1911, A STATISTICAL SURVEY 

by VICTOR A. HATLEY and JosEPH RAJCZONEK 

Northampton Historical Series) No. 6 
Obtainable from the General Editor, 14a The Crescent, Northampton, 
NN1 4SB. Price 60p (plus Sp postage), and from Northampton Museum 

The latest addition to this most excellent series of short articles on aspects of Northamp
ton's history is the largest and most ambitious so far. It is the result of four years work by the 
two authors, which must have been a labour of love, for it is not everyone who has the patience 
to search the records for the apparently dull statistics which should be the raw material of 
historians. Students of Northamptonshire history and in particular of the history of the shoe 
industry, and indeed students of the industry everywhere, will be eternally grateful. For during 
the period covered, the history of the industry in Northamptonshire was in some ways the history 
of the industry in England. It grew from a wholesale industry supplying the markets of the 
Midlands, London, the army and ' foreign plantations' to one which swamped the world with 
Northamptonshire footwear and made its name a household word in many countries. I would 
like to think it will inspire other shoemaking areas in England to produce similar statistics for 
comparison. The history of the shoe trade will then almost write itself. 

Essentially the booklet consists of tables of most of the statistics available at the present 
time. In each case the authors have chosen towns and villages associated with shoe production. 
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First come the Militia Lists for the County from 1762 to 1802 which fortunately showed the 
occupations of all the men liable for military service. The tables list the percentage of shoemakers 
for each place for the appropriate years. Although the Militia Lists are incomplete, they are 
invaluable for providing some evidence of the early days of places important to the trade or which 
were to become centres later on. 

The second set {)f tables is compiled from the Baptismal Registers, 1813-30, where again 
the father's occupation was given. Although shoemakers were notoriously non-conformist, this 
does give some evidence for the period of the great impetus of the Napoleonic Wars and its grim 
aftermath. The Registers were not examined beyond 1830 as more accurate evidence becomes 
available. 

The third set of tables is taken from the Poll Books of the County town itself, which exist 
between 1768 and 1865, with some analysis of the divisions within the trade: clickers, closers, 
heelmakers, clog and patten makers (an added bonus here shows the disappearance of heel
makers with the demise of the wooden heel, and the change of terminology as clogs give way to 
pattens with changes in fashion). An additional tit-bit shows how the shoemakers voted (often 
radical), and there is a reproduction of a political poster of 1826. 

The remaining tables are compiled from the Census Records from 1831 to 1911, and show 
the numbers of men and women, boys and girls, employed in shoemaking, with population tables 
from 1801. Altogether 73 places in the County, as well as Northampton itself, are analysed. One's 
admiration for the compilers grows, though there is the somewhat surprising omission of Weedon. 
Here is the raw material for many a parish history. 

Each set of tables is preceded by a short introduction explaining the value of the figures, 
the compilers' methods of working and words of caution where necessary. A map of the shoe
making part of the County is helpful in locating the places concerned. Although the greater part 
of the booklet is taken up with the tables, there is a Commentary on them by Mr. Hatley. This 
consists of brief surveys of the industry in Wellingborough, Northampton, Kettering, Daventry, 
Towcester and the County in general, giving some background information in explanation of the 
changes shown in the statistics. Though brief, there is much good meat here, and historians and 
shoe students would be well advised to read it in preference to most of the rash generalisations 
which have appeared in histories of shoemaking hitherto. 

Indeed the whole booklet is to be recommended. May I personally make a plea to village 
historians to use this excellent basis for a history of shoemaking in their areas and clothe the 
bare bones of statistics with the personalities they hide. There were strong reasons and perhaps 
even geniuses at work to cause sudden leaps in figures such as are shown for Wellingborough 
between 1841 and '51, at Towcester and Yardley Hastings between 1851 and '61, to mention but 
a few of those which spring out from the pages with a tantalizing "Why?". 

In the Foreword the authors say they may consider making the similar counts from the 
1871 Census figures when they are released. One can only appeal to them to do so: it will be well 
worth while. We hope they will be around to do the same for 1881 and beyond. 

} . M . SWANN. 

No. 2: "MILESTONES" NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ROADS AND TURNPIKES 
Price SOp plus 22p (p. & p. and V AT) 

No. 3: "A WOMAN'S WORK" HOUSEKEEPING IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
1600-1900 

Price SOp plus 28p (p. & p. and V AT) 
From County Record Office, Delapre House, Northampton and from 

museums and libraries, Northampton. 

Northamptonshire's teachers will welcome the two latest productions in the Northampton 
County Record Office's series of Archive Teaching Units . The value of facsimile documents in 
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class is beyond doubt. They can give vivid insight into the past, they allow children the experience 
of "real history' ; and they can provoke valuable discussions of many historical topics. 

Teachers who wish to use these folders will find them good value for money. Each folder 
contains twenty-four documents covering up to four hundred years, a most informative com
mentary, transcriptions and illustrations. Book lists stimulate further research, and visits to 
Delapre Abbey are encouraged. To receive all this for only SOp is remarkable. 

"Milestones" claims not to be a "comprehensive history of Turnpikes and roads", yet 
the folder covers the period 1483 to 1871. It deals briefly with roads before the Turnpike era, 
showing the need for Turnpiking, and illustrates the history of the County's Turnpikes from 
their inception to their demise, ruined by Railway competition, in the 1870's. 

A valuable feature of this folder is the detail it gives on little-considered aspects of Turn
pikes-for instance the unpopularity of Turnpike administrators even with their fellow-gentry, 
and the eagerness with which Railway competition was welcomed for this reason. The folder 
is well illustrated by plans of the roads themselves, drawings of their gates and equipment, and 
of the vehicles that ran upon them. One could make an interesting comparison between today's 
living standards and those represented by a toll-collector's cottage of 1822, whose plan is repro
duced here. 

Apart from fieldwork, Turnpikes are a difficult subject to pursue outside the classroom. 
Even this well-researched folder can list only nine works for further reading, and two of these 
are for Junior Readers. Others are of considerable age, and might well deter even an enthusiastic 
student. One wishes this could be improved. 

"A Woman's Work" is crammed with fascinating detail of the domestic life of three cen
turies. Here are the details of the past that give life to the inevitable generalizations of textbooks. 
In themselves, the contents are enthralling. Fifteen recipes reveal the exotic and bizarre foods 
and medicines of long ago. Nothing distinguishes our life from that of the eighteenth century so 
well as formulae for forgotten dishes or remedies for vanished diseases. One could ponder for 
some time over "Egges in Moonshine", but one is glad to have escaped desperate prescriptions 
such as one here recommended for gout: the roots of "hollehocke" well-boiled in the fat of a dog. 

Inevitably, as the introduction makes clear, these documents tell us more of the lives of 
servants, than of people in other occupations. Nevertheless, we can learn something of life in 
Victorian times from the beautifully-written exercise book of a schoolgirl of 1888. Even the 
pictures of a nineteenth-century kitchen and laundry tell us a good deal about the lives of people 
employed in them, from the humble housemaid to the Butler-who we see perusing Dodsley's 
Original Cellar Book, the better to superintend his master's cellar. 

A WALK ROUND KETTERING 

(Kettering Civic Society ;, 1972, 20p) 

M. D. EATON. 

Copies may be obtained from Mrs. Heath, 95 Roundhill Road, Kettering. 

Until comparatively recently it was the fashion among Kettering people to denigrate 
their town's architecture. Even those who should have known better took the view that Kettering 
understood how to make shoes and how to make money, but that in some mysterious way indus
trial ugliness was the automatic penalty. 

This was in spite of the work of J. A. Gotch and other able Kettering architects who for 
many years had been providing the town with some quite notable buildings for a place of its size. 

. In 1964 the loss of the whimsical Old Grammar School with its tall chimneys, high-
pitched roofs, dormer windows and faintly Greyfriars atmosphere was a shock to Kettering 
people, who saw characterless shops rise in its place and glimpsed the ugliness of things to come. 
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Perhaps sparked off by this demolition, the last ten years have seen awakening of apprecia
tion and interest in Kettering's buildings and history on a quite remarkable scale. The Civic 
Society was formed and courageously assumed its role of watchdog. One of its activities has been 
arranging walks conducted by its architect members who gave on-the-spot talks on buildings 
along the route. Similar tours were undertaken by Mr. Ron Greenall who dealt with the historical 
aspects of the town as an extension of classes on Kettering's history. 

To supplement this, a taste of the modern "shoe box" style of architecture has brought 
home to Kettering people the fact that they have a rich heritage in their Victorian-Edwardian 
town, largely very well built of tough old Kettering-made bricks. In those days property owners 
felt they wanted to make a distinctive contribution to the townscape, and as a result Kettering 
has a great variety of buildings of human scale set in gently winding streets that still follow the 
line of the old village lanes. 

Now, with its "Walk Round Kettering" the Civic Society, which for its enterprise is 
regarded as a model society by the Civic Trust, has caught this new spirit and enshrined it in a 
most enterprising publication, kept remarkably low in price by generous public contributions 
prior to publication. 

A special project team volunteered to prepare the book, which runs to 16 pages and con
tains 50 skilful drawings of many of the main features of the town, with informative captions. 
In addition there are maps showing the extent of the town in 1587, 1728, 1826, 1900 and 1970. 
These have been transcribed for easy reference, but the central portion of Ralph Treswell's 
1587 map which shows individual houses, the old field names, and the three pre-Reformation 
crosses which stood at entrances to the town has been used as an attractive cover. 

In ranging the town the artists selected their subjects both for attractiveness and historic 
interest, and sought out some little-known corners to add the spice of the unexpected. The church 
and the listed buildings naturally receive due importance, but there is a wide range of Victorian
Edwardian factories, shops and public buildings, with unusual features here and there in close-up, 
charming vistas along the central lanes, and-a stranger in this architectural paradise-the 
historic steam furnace locomotive preserved behind the Public Library. 

With changes, alas, threatened soon in Kettering this book is not only an entertaining 
guide on a perambulation of the town, but in the future will be treasured as a record of buildings 
that have gone. There are a few slips in the captions, but they are relatively few and it would be 
churlish to dwell upon them. Rather let us congratulate those responsible for so much talented 
hard work-John Steane who took overall charge and with Brian Austin, Nina Carroll and Peter
Taylor did the drawings; Ron Greenall, Fred Moore and Harold Williams who provided historical 
background, and Harry Bland who gave information on building materials and styles. 

TONY IRESON. 

BIRDS NEST : POEMS BY JOHN CLARE 
Available from Mid Northumberland Arts Group) AshingtonJ Northumberland. 

Price £2.10 (5 Dollars) 
Edited from manuscripts in Peterborough Museum by Mrs. Anne Tibble, 
with an introductory essay by James Kirkup. Designed by Milson Bayliss 

with engravings from Thomas Bewick's 'A History of British Birds'. 

This book in many ways is like a bird's nest. Its randomly woven structure contains 
twenty fragile little eggs of poems. As a jay's nest is adorned by scraps of bright colour so here 
and there this book is illustrated by exquisite engravings from John Clare's contemporary Thomas 
Bewick, whose work Clare 'must' have admired according to J ames Kirkup. The prints are 
reproduced in sepia without further references. 

Both coffee table browser and scholar will be as thrilled on finding this book as Clare on 
finding yet another nest, yet the browser will be puzzled by the blotched and badly photographed 
manuscripts, given without any idea of scale. The scholar will be sorry there is not a more syste-
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matic approach to their reproduction, say one per poem, instead of arbitrary selection. We are 
told that only one poem has been previously published, but have to search the notes to find 
which one. Although the eleven manuscript photographs have been given their provenance in 
the contents list, not so the remaining nine transcripts, either there or in the notes at the back. 

James Kirkup seems stretching a point when he compares Clare's unfinished pieces to 
Japanese Haiku, though the comparison with the Japanese eighteenth century poet Is sa is 
interesting. This collection seems to indicate that Clare is closer to Thompson whose highly 
wrought manner he seems to be striving for in the most enjoyable and finished pieces; the Black
bird and The Cuckoo. The Turkey seems little more than random jottings. Impromptu on .finding a 
bird's nest is first class album verse only. 

Although this collection is so delightful, in striving to please too many people, it falls a 
little short of the perfection it could have achieved by aiming at either the browser, or the scholar, 
and some of the eggs in the nest are little more than potential fliers. NINA STEANE. 

LYVEDEN NEW BIELD 
The National Trust 1973. 14 pp., 4 plates 25p 

One of the most remarkable sights in Northamptonshire is the New Bield at Lyveden 
built by Sir Thomas Tresham (1545-1605) as a garden house for the Manor ofLyveden. It stands 
on the top of a windy hill between Brigstock and Oundle, roof-less and remote, its cruciform 
building in the finest ashlar masonry, surrounded by moats and the remains of an extensive garden 
layout. Sir Gyles !sham has written a new guide which gives a brief account of Sir Thomas and 
the Treshams before launching into a detailed description of the building. He proves that the 
designer was Robert Stickells and not John Thorpe as was previously thought. The plan was a 
cruciform building with a vaulted roof and the fact that timber was sawn out of the walls at the 
time of the civil war seems to show that it must have been roofed. The decoration was didactic, 
the theme was the Passion of Christ and closely linked with this the Mother of Christ under her 
title of the Mater Dolorosa, Our Lady of Sorrows. The gardens, moats and mounts covering the 
slope between the Old and the New Bields have recently been the study of an interesting paper 
by C. C. Taylor and A. E. Brown (Archaeological Journal Vol. 129, 1972 pp. 154-160) which was 
published too late to be noticed by the author. Visitors to the Bield should equip themselves with 
a copy of Sir Gyles' valuable guide which can be obtained from the curator in the house next to 
the Bield before beginning their visit. Further information will be found in the same author's fuller 
account "Sir Thomas Tresham and his Buildings", (Reports and Papers of the Northamptonshire 
Antiquarian Society vol. LXV, 1964/5). 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS, RUSHTON 
Historical Notes compiled by Sir Gyles !sham, 1973 pp. 14, 4 plates. 15p 

There were originally two settlements at Rushton, which Bridges referred to early in the 
the 18th century as Rushton All Hallowes and Rushton St. Peter's from the two churches that 
served the villages. They are both shown on the cover illustration of this guide book, reproduced 
a trifle indistinctly from a drawing by Tillemans or Eayre, now in the British Museum. Starting 
with Bridges' description of the remaining Church of All Saints, Sir Gyles combines an archi
tectural analysis with an attempt to reconstruct the church's medieval appearance. The monuments 
include the exceptionally interesting alabaster effigy of Sir Thomas Tresham, Lord Prior of the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem (pictured on the front cover of N.P. & P. vol. IV no. 2). Further 
sections on the advowson and rectors are followed by extracts from the rare early parish registers 
which date from 1538. Rushton St. Peter's which figures on the front cover of this issue was 
destroyed in 1799 and the monument to Clementina Tresham lost. This informative guide which 
is packed with valuable historical detail gives a short account of the Tresham and Cockayne 
families. Sir Gyles ends by recalling the visit made by Justinian !sham in 1717 observantly re
corded in his diary; and he mentions that formerly there was a column in the gardens of Rush ton 
Hall with an inscription "In Memory of Dryden who frequented these shades and here is said to 
have composed his poem of 'The Hind and the Panther'". It can be obtained either from the 
church or the rectory. 

J.M.S. 
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OLD NORTHAMPTON 
(Northampton Public Libraries. 1973. Price 75p) 
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There has been recently a remarkable burst of interest in publishing books of old photo
graphs not only by London publishers but also by local amateurs and public libraries. They sell 
like hot cakes and it is not hard to see why. The past is being wiped off the face of England by 
the omnipotent planners with a thoroughness which makes the efforts of the Luftwaffe thirty 
years ago seem almost laughable. It is true that there is much wrong with the face of England: 
urban renewal is not only inevitable but essential. But people, the old, and the not-so-old, live 
as much in their memory as they do in the immediate present. The destruction of landmarks 
is a violence to their consciousness. It is a characteristic of aggressive modernism, of the era of 
mass-production and mass-distribution. Those who love the past especially dislike this, and there 
are a lot of us around. 

Now in its second impression, with a third promised, Old Northampton is first and fore
most a bargain. Here are 161 illustrations, prints as well as photographs, for less than half a penny 
each. The captions are informative and unfussy, and it is clearly printed, on good quality paper. 
Mr. Stafford and the Northampton Public Libraries are to be congratulated. For some time now 
thay have been producing excellent and cheap reproductions of old maps and prints of the borough 
and county, but in Old Northampton have excelled themselves. 

Here is the world just before Henry Ford and the mass produced motor car. Most, but 
not all, of the illustrations are of Victorian and Edwardian Northampton when life went at the 
speed of the pedestrian, then speeded up with first the horse tram, then the electric tram, that 
'gondola of the people', and finally in the decade or so before the Great War, the early motor 
car. What was it about the tram that so captivated people, so that in 1904 a half-joking obituary 
card was printed 'In Affectionate Remembrance of the Northampton Horse Cars ... Which 
Succumbed to an ELECTRIC SHOCK' ? (page 68). Perhaps it is because although the pace 
of life was increasing the trams were still slow, people rubbed shoulders, faced each other, and 
even humdrum journeys had some element of the Sunday outing about them. Or perhaps it was 
connected with civic pride. The photographs illustrate a world in which townsmen smelt the 
country smells of horse manure and there were cattle in the streets, a world where men felt 
strongly enough about their religion or their atheism to riot over Bradlaugh, a world where you 
could tell a man's social class and even occupation by the clothes he wore. 

After looking at these illustrations what historian can doubt the value of visual evidence 
in his researches? The texture of town life, of street life, cannot be recreated from documents 
alone. Illustrations, it is true, are man-made and contrived. And perhaps there is in this book an 
overemphasis on public buildings, and on transport, and not enough on people. The men who 
made Northampton scarcely appear. One misses the aggressive faces of the factory masters and 
brewers, the Nonconformist preachers, and the working shoemakers, and the poor are notably 
absent. Dare one hope that they may appear in another volume on Old Northampton? 

R. L. GREENALL. 
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Some of tile Tr11tles 1111tl Tr11tler Memlle11 of 

THE NORTHAMPTON CHAMBER OF TRADE 

'Phone 'Phone 
BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS MOTOR ENGINEERS 

W. Mark& Co. 
(Established 1745) - - 27 The Drapery - 39400 

BUILDING SOCIETIES 

Anglia Building Society - 85 Abington Street 34800 

Northampton & Midlands 
Building Society 60 Gold Street- - 37422 

BUTCHERS 

G. J. Douglas -

CHINA STORES 

Church's China Stores 

CONFECTIONERS 

J 12 Abington Square 39208 
-L High St., Wootton 61705 

J 47 The Drapery - 35966 
-l_ 15-17 Sheep Street 38082 

J. Lawrence & Co. - - 35 St. Gi/es Street 37939 

DEPARTMENTAL STORES 

Northampton Co-operative 
Society Ltd. - - - - 64 Abington Street 34866 

FABRICS 

Phillips's Fabrics 
Curtain Fabrics 

Dress Fabrics -

- - 20-22 Abington Sq. I 37446 _ -{27 York Road - - ?- 17 45 Gold Street - - j 

FINE ART DEALERS 

York Studios Gallery 

Beard & Son 
(Motor Engineers) Ltd. 34-42 Abington Av. 35455/6 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT & TYPEWRITERS 

Bransons (Northants) 

PRINTERS 

Guildhall Press 

- 34 St. Gi/es Street 36708 

(Northampton) Ltd. - Moulton Industrial 49115/6 
Estate 

J. Stevenson Holt Ltd. - 152 Balmoral Road 36747 

Mercury Press (Northamp-
ton Mercury Co. Ltd.) The Parade 

Xpres Printers Ltd. - - Norman-D-Gate 
(Bell's Yard} 
Bedford Road 

RADIO & TELEVISION 

34777 

38703 

County Radio Co., - - 22-24St. Leonards Rd. 61946 

F. A. Goode Ltd. - - - 5 Towcester Road- 61201 
30 Kingsley Park Ter. 39139 
I Oa Harborough Rd. 38247 

Service Factory Rothersthorpe Cres. 62591 

RESTAURANTS 

Lawrence's Coffee Shop - 37 St. Gi/es Street 37939 

(Prop.: John A. Tysom) 20 York Road - - 31509 SHOE RETAILERS 

FIREPLACE SHOWROOMS AND 
TILE CENTRE 

A. Bell & Co. Ltd. - - Kingsthorpe Works 22821 

FLORISTS 

Jack Haddon Ltd. - . 31368 - - 51 St. G1les Street 
33024 

Telex 311078 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

W. H. Bonham 
(Established 1856) - - 33 St. Giles Street 36147 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 

Wiggins & Co. Ltd. - - 6 Abington Street 36259 
{

36258 

36766 
Towcester 50423 

WATCHMAKERS & JEWELLERS 

Ann Bonham & Son - - 71 St. Gi/es Street 34368/9 E. Brugger - - - - - 8 Abington Square 34367 

HOUSE FURNISHERS 
A. E. Prouse & Son - - 64 St. Gi/es Street 39484 

Hemmings Ltd. 24/30 Abington Sq. 32334 WOOL, ART NEEDLEWORK & 
Jeffery Sons & Co. Ltd. - Gold Street 39351 TAPESTRIES etc. 

A. Watts & Sons Ltd. - 80 Abington Street 38212 A. & J. Edmunds - - - 36 St. Gi/es Street 37768 
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OBITUARIES 

Mr. Charles Mumby 

THE sudden death of Charles Mumby was a 
sad event for the Record Society. He was a 
charming personality and very much liked by 
all who knew him. 

The society will always be grateful for the 
work he put in from the time he became hon
orary Treasurer in succession to the late Mr. 
Burton. 

When it was learned that the owners of 
Delapre Abbey proposed to demolish it, he with 
other members felt that it would be a great 
mistake and that the house would make an 
ideal home for county records. It was felt that 
an appeal should be made for donations to 
restore the house. This was done and over 
£20,000 was subscribed and the Abbey saved. 

There was a great deal of legal work in
volved and I can personally vouch for the gen
erous way he gave us the benefit of his valuable 
legal experience. 

All the financial difficulties were overcome. 
The County Council later took over the respons
ibility for staffing and future maintenance of 
the building, with the result that we now have 
one of the finest county archives buildings in 
the country. The Record Society exclusively 
enjoys part of the house for its extensive library 
and as a home for its meetings. 

Apart from his legal services he kept a careful 
watch on our investments and finances for 
which the society will always be grateful; 
thanks to him they are in excellent order. We 
shall all miss him very much. 

s. L. ELBORNE. 

Mr. Robert A. Riches, O.B.E. 

Mr. Robert A. Riches, O.B.E. who died on 
22nd January, 1973, was Chief Librarian at 
the Bar Library in the Royal Courts of Justice 
from 1917 until 1965. He succeeded his father 
as Chief Librarian, the first holder of that 

position from the opening of the Library in 
1884. Robert Riches came as assistant Lib
rarian in 1895, so he spent seventy years there. 
On his retirement at the age of 85 he was 
appointed Curator of the pictures in the Royal 
Courts of Justice. The late Mr. Riches was an 
enthusiastic member of the Northamptonshire 
Record Society and used frequently to travel 
to annual meetings and lectures in company 
with Miss Sylvia Riches, his daughter, to whom 
the Society has been indebted for making 
indexes, notably for Northamptonshire Past & 
Present. 

We would like to express our sympathy to 
Miss Riches, who gave her father such devoted 
help over the years. 

Writing in the New Law Journal (19th April, 
1973) Mr. Patrick Purpoole said of Robert 
Riches:-

"Always helpful to members of the Bar, the 
obscure as well as the eminent, he had other 
standards in life besides success, and other 
interests besides law books. History, cricket, 
railways, he was knowledgeable about them all, 
but pictures were his main preoccupation. 
Himself a talented painter with a pleasant 
individual style, his long contact with the legal 
world had made him a specialist in legal port
raiture, ancient and modern. The Inns of 
Court looked to him for help and advice in 
securing for them pictures of their distinguished 
members. It was, for example, to him that 
Gray's Inn owes the fine informal portrait of 
Lord Uthwatt by J. B. Manson. 

But it was entirely to his zeal, his energy and 
his dedication that the Law Courts owe the 
decoration of their austere walls with judicial 
portraits. The impetus was wholly his. Dis
covery, identification, negotiation, often restor
ation (as in the case of the two Great Fire 
judges in the Central Hall) the whole process 
was for him a labour of love. If you seek his 
monument look around you." 

G. !SHAM. 
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Mrs. Shelagh Mary Bond 

The Society learned with regret of the death 
on September 11th of Mrs. Shelagh Mary 
Bond, Honorary Archivist of St. George's 
Chapel, Windsor. The daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. L. Lewis of Kingsthorpe, Northamp
ton, Shelagh Bond read the Classical Tripos at 
Newnham College, . Cambridge. Mter some 
numismatic research, she trained as an archivist 
in London. She worked with the Record Society 
from September 1950 until December 1951 
and with the Archives Committee from January 
1952 until March 1954 when the Committee 
took over from the Society the custody of the 
manuscripts at Lamport Hall. She was a most 
stimulating colleague who did much valuable 
work, especially in preparing a catalogue 
raisonne of the !sham (Lamport) manuscripts. 
~he wrote a valuable article on the Cox family 
m N. P. & P. In 1954 on her marriage to 
Maurice Bond, Keeper of the House of Lords 
Record Office, she went to live in Windsor and 
took on the care of the rich archives of St. 
George's. Historians admire her work, not 
only as archivist and cataloguer, but as an 

editor of texts, sometimes in collaboration with 
her husband, as a diplomatist, and latterly as a 
student of municipal institutions. Her highly 
promising investigation of borough charters 
has been cut short by her death at the early age 
of 4 7. Her friends will be grateful for all that 
she accomplished. 

P. I. KING. 

Dr. W. A. Pantin 

Dr. W. A. Pantin died on lOth November 
1973. Fellow and tutor of Oriel College, 
Oxford, Dr. Pan tin was Keeper of the U niver
sity Archives from 1946. He was a learned 
mediaevalist, and a great supporter of the 
Northamptonshire Record Society. He was 
joint author with Miss Joan Wake of the Guide 
to Delapre Abbey. His death was reported when 
this issue of Northamptonshire Past & Present 
was already in page proof, so that we can do 
no more than chronicle this great loss to 
mediaeval scholarship. 

G. !SHAM. 
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Traditional and Progressive 
It is claimed, and generally accepted, that printing from separate metal 
characters was first invented about 1440, by Johann Gutenberg, a citizen 
of Mainz. Subsequently, it was then introduced to this country 
by William Caxton in 1476. Caxton printed such fine works as 'The 
Dictes and Sayengis of the Philosophres' at his Westminster 
printing plant. 
Now while we cannot claim to have been printing and binding since 
its initiation, we were producing books before the middle of the 
last century. However, we have progressed considerably since those 
early days, and have kept pace with most of the technological 
developments introduced to this very old craft; particularly over 
the last few years. 
We are therefore in the unique position of being able to offer the 
best of both worlds! 
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(plus postage and packing) 

Volume 11 (1954-1959) 
PRICES AS FOR VOLUME I 

Volume Ill (1960-1965) 
Price to Members, £2.25; Non-members, £2.65 

(plus postage and packing) 

Volume IV (1966-1971) 
Price to Members, £2.50; Non-members, £3.00 

(plus postage and packing) 



The Home of 
Scott Bader 
Wollaston Hall is the old 
setting of one of Northamp
tonshire's most lively young 
industries. Polyester resins, 
polymer emulsions and PVC 
plasticisers are made in these 
beautiful grounds. A com
munal ownership company 
welding past and present in 
the service of the future. 

SCOTT BADER 
SCOTT BADER CO. LIMITED 
Wollaston Wellingborough 
Northants. Tel. : Wellingboro' 4881 

GJJalkeith CJ'ress !jd. 
CJ?rinters Rs Stationers 

2(=26 GJJalkeith CJ?lace, !Xettering 

phone 2574 

Prir1ters of this and many other cultural and industrial publicat ions 



John White Footwear has been contributing to the prosperity of 
Northamptonshire for more than half a century, with its headquarters 
in the ancient town of Higham Ferrers. The company is proud to be 
an integral part of the local community and its own workers 
produced the work of art above to symbolise this feeling. lt is a high 
altar frontal made entirely of leather which John White Footwear has 
presented to the 13th Century Church of the Blessed Virgin, 
Higham Ferrers. 

rJDHD~ 

~WHIT~ 
John White Footwear Limited, Higham Ferrers, Wellingborough, Northants 
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