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PRESIDENT GEORGE WASHINGTON'S MALE DESCENT, 1180-1732 

THE First Families of Virginia-the Carters, the Randolphs, the Byrds, the Carys, the Fitzhughs, 
the Custises-were of mercantile origin or else sprung from the minor gentry. But the W ashingtons, 
like the Lees and the Fairfaxes, were an exception to this rule: being directly descended from an 
ancient, knightly Royalist house with a clear pedigree from the twelfth century (and English 
families who can trace their male ancestry to the twelfth century, as Horace Round was never 
tired of insisting, can be counted on the fingers of one hand). 

The following pedigree-from William, the grantee of Washington, eo. Durham circa 1180, 
to President George Washington, born in Virginia 1732-is based on the present writer's The 
Earliest Washingtons and their Anglo-Scottish Connexions (privately printed, Cambridge, 1964), 
and on two papers on the Washingtons of Washington, eo. Durham, printed by the present writer 
and the late W. Percy Hedley, M.A., F.S.A., in the Transactions of the Cumber/and and Wesmorland 
Antiq. Society for 1964 and 1968; also, on the account of the pre-1500 Lancashire Washingtons 
(ofWarton) published by that great medieval.ist, Dr. William Farrer, in vols. 7 (1910) and 8 (1914) 
of the Victoria County History of Lancashxre. Recent researches on the later Washingtons of 
Northamptonshire (whence came the Virginia branch) have been printed by the present writer, 
during the last few years, in Northamptonshire Past and Present and in Notes and Queries. 

(1) William de Washington (circa 1150-90), to whom Hugh du Puiset, Bishop of Durham 
granted the manor of Washington, eo. Durham, near Sunderland, in exchange for the manor of 
Hartburn in the parish of Stockton, circa 1180. He witnessed charters in Durham as "William de 
Wessington" (Washington) from circa 1180 until circa 1190.1 

(2A) Waiter de Washington, eldest son, 2nd lord of Washington (died circa 1210); married 
circa 1203 Diana de Dilston, but had no issue (his widow probably married a second husband, 
Reginald Basset, jure uxoris of Offerton, eo. Durham). 

(2B) William de Washington, second son, succeeded his brother as 3rd lord of Washington 
by 1211; living 1227 and 1239. Married 1211 Alice de Lexington. 

(3) Sir Waiter de Washington (circa 1212-64), 4th lord of Washington, son and heir; 
married Lady Joan (or Juliana) de Ryal, sister and heiress of Sir Roger de Whitchester, Keeper 
of the Rolls. 

(4) Sir William de Washington (d. 1288-90), 5th lord of Washington; married Margaret 
de Morville, co-heiress of Heiton Flecket, eo. Westmorland. (His younger brother, John de 
Washington, assumed his mother's surname of de Whitchester and was ancestor of the knightly 
Northumbrian family of de Whitchester, of Benwell and Seaton Delaval). 

(5) Robert de Washington (circa 1273-1324), younger son, jure uxoris of Carnforth in 
Warton, Lancs.; married 1292 Joan de Strickland of Sizergh, eo. Westmorland, descended from 
Alfred the Great and King Malcolm I~ of ~c?tland. (His e~der brother, Sir Waiter de Washington, 
born circa 1271, was grandfather of S1r Wllham de Washmgton, 8th lord of Washington and last 
of the senior male line, who d.s.p.m. in 1399 and whose only child, Eleanor de Washington, Lady 
Tempest, heiress of Washington, died in 1452. Another brother of Robert's, viz. John de Wash
ington, married Elizabeth de Burneside and was ancestor of the Washingtons of Adwick-le-Street, 
eo. Yorks., whose last representatives were the Barons von Washington of Bavaria and Austria). 

1 William de Washington's Anglo-Scottish origin 
and his marriage to Margaret of Scotland, widowed 
Countess of Richmond, have not been proved. The 

Arms of Scotland should not therefore be included 
in the quarterings of the Washingtons. 
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(6) Robert de Washington (1296-1340), of Carnforth in Warton, Lancs., eldest son; 
married Agnes le Gentyle, a Lancashire heiress. 

(7) John de Washington (circa 1328-1400), younger son and jure uxoris of Tewitfield in 
Warton, Lancs.; married as his second wife in 1382 Joan de Croft, heiress of Tewitfield. (His 
elder brother, Robert de Washington, born 1326, was in 1386 a witness in the celebrated Scrope 
and Grosvenor controversy; he married Marjory Haukyn and left an only daughter, Agnes de 
Washington, wife of Edmund Lawrence, whose son, Sir Robert Lawrence, born 1371, succeeded 
to Carnforth. His descendants, the Lords Gerard and Dukes of Hamilton, frequently quartered 
the Washington arms). 

(8) John de Washington (fi. 1420), of Tewitfield in Warton, Lancs., eldest son. 
(9) Robert Washington (circa 1420-83), esquire, of Tewitfield in Warton, Lancs., eldest 

son; married Margaret Lambertson, widow, of Warton. 
(10) Robert Washington (circa 1454-1528), gent., ofWarton, Lancs., second son; married 

as his first wife-Westfield of Lancs. 
(11) John Washington (d.v.p. before 1528), gent., eldest son; married Margaret, sister 

of Sir Thomas Kytson (ancestor of the Spencers of Althorp, Northants., and thus of Sir Winston 
Churchill). 

(12) Lawrence Washington (circa 1500-84), gent., of Sulgrave Manor, Northants., 
married as his second wife Amy Pargiter, widow of John Thompson of Sulgrave and Stuchbury, 
Northants. 

(13) Robert Washington (1544-1620), esquire, of Sulgrave, Northants.; married as his 
first wife Elizabeth Lyte, (descended from the Blounts, Villierses, etc.), heiress ofRadway Grange, 
Warwicks. 

(14) Lawrence Washington (d.v.p .. 1616), gent., of Sulgrave and Wicken, Northants.; 
married 1588 Margaret Butler ofTyes Place m Cuckfield, Sussex (who brought to the Washingtons 
the right to quarter the royal arms of Plantagenet). 

(15) Rev. Lawrence Washington (1602-53), M.A., B.D., Royalist Rector of Purleigh, Essex, 
5th son; married Amphillis Twigden. (His elder brothers were Sir John Washington, "Knight 
and Baronet", and Sir William Washington, the father of the gallant Cavalier Col. Henry 
Washington, who held Worcester for King Charles; a cousin was Sir Lawrence Washington of 
Garsdon, Wilts., the owner of Stonehenge, from whom are descended the Shirleys, Earls Ferrers, 
who still use 'Washington' as a Christian name). 

(16) Col. John Washington (1633-77), of Washington Parish, Westmoreland Co., Virginia; 
married as his first wife Anne Pope. 

(17) Lawrence Washington (d. 1698), gent., of Virginia, eldest son; married Mildred 
Warner (from whose sister is directly descended the present reigning house of Great Britain, 
through Queen Elizabeth the Queen-Mother).3 

(18) Augustine Washington (1694-1743), gent., of Virginia, 2nd son; married as his 
second wife Mary Ball. 

(19) President George Washington, born in Virginia 22 February 1732. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

GUIDE TO COATS OF ARMS (p. 34) 

1. Washington (Ancient). 2. Scotland (Royal Arms). 3. Lexington. 4. Whitchester. 
5. Morville. 6. Strickland. 7. Gentyl. 8. Croft. 9. Kytson. 10. Pargiter. 

11. Lyte. 12. Butler. 13. Washington (Modern). 

3 See Sir Anthony Wagner, "Queen Elizabeth's ington and Robert E. Lee", Genealogists' Magazine, 
American Ancestry and Cousinship to George Wash- Vol. 8, pp. 368-75. 
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Two CHARTERS OF LIBERTY 

THE two documents printed below are found in Robert of Swaffham's cartulary, the most 
important source for the medieval history of Peterborough Abbey.1 They may be dated to between 
1215 and 1222,2 and record agreements made between the abbey and the townsmen of Peter
borough and Oundle, by which the townsmen were freed from certain servile obligations in return 
for a substantial increase in their rents. The townsmen were listed, and the terms on which they 
held. Significantly, the two documents are headed 'the charter of liberties of Peterborough' and 
'the charter of liberties of Oundle'. The echo of Magna Carta is both obvious and understandable; 
for the men concerned these were no less great charters than that which the barons of England 
extorted from King John at Runnymede. 3 

If the issue of the documents may be a reflexion of Magna Carta, their context lies in the 
economic and social history of the previous two generations. In the late twelfth century a high 
rate of population increase, which was to continue ~ntil the early fourteenth century, stimulated 
growth in all sectors of the economy. One facet of this was the growth of towns; ports and market 
towns grew with the growth in trade, and many lords attempted to found new towns to obtain 
their share of commercial profits. At the same time, one result of this growth was that lords 
changed from indirect to direct farming met.hods.4 The peasantry now had imposed on them a 
wide range of servile obligations for the first time, and for the lords the term peasantry was a wide 
one. 5 Here the abbey of Peterborough wish.ed it to incl~de the non-agricultural tenants of a couple 
of flourishing market towns. The abbey Wished to claim that they held in villeinage; in a case of 
1214 it was stated that a man who had held one of these Peterborough tenancies had held in vil
enagio.s In the years before 1215, therefore, two things were happening to these townsmen; they 
were becoming richer, and the abbey was endeavouring to impose servile status upon them. 

At least some of the tensions between the abbey and the townsmen must have been re
solved by these agreements. At Peterborough, the townsmen were freed from an arbitrary .annual 
tax (tallage), from fines payable when they ~~rried off t~eir daughters (merchet), and from all 
agricultural services. At Oundle there we~e similar c.oncessiOns, save tha~ the townsmen were still 
to owe three days' assistance at harvest time and still had to plough twice a year. There was no 
line to be drawn between town and country in a community of this sort. The total rents at Peter
borough went up from £7 .Os. 2ld. to £18. 9s. 6d., and at Oundle from £5. 19s. 7d. to £12. lis. 6d. 

Lists of a town's inhabitants are rare for any period of the middle ages, and these two are 
sufficiently early to be of considerable interest. From two points of view their contents are worth 
examining. First, because they give the number of tenants, from which an estimate of total 
population can be made. Second, because the townsmen's names sometimes indicate their occupa
tion and sometimes their place of birth; some idea of the town's structure may be gained, together 

1 Peterborough Dean and .Chapter .M.S. I, fos. 
227r-229v; printed here by kmd perm1ss10n of the 
Dean and Chapter. 

2 The documents are noted in the relevant V.C.H. 
volumes, V.C.H. Northants, ii. 425 (Pet~rborough) 
and iii. 89-90 (Oundle), but 1262-73 1s wrongly 
suggested as the probable date of the Peterborough 
document. 

3 This theme may be followed up in J. C. Holt, 
Magna Carta (1965), Ch. Ill. 

4 See Edward Miller, 'England in the Twelfth and 
Thirteenth Centuries: an Economic Contrast?' 
Economic History Review, 2nd ser., xxiv (1971), pp~ 
1-14. 

5 For the most recent discussion of a very tech
nical matter see, R. H. Hilton, 'Freedom and 
Villeinage in England', Past and Present, no. 31 
(1965), pp. 3-19. 

6 Curia Regis Rolls, vii. 62. 
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with the extent to which its population was made up of recent immigrants from the surrounding 
countryside. 

The Peterborough charter lists 147 men and women. Recent work suggests that for each 
tenancy we should multiply by five to get total population, which applied here would give a figure 
of around 650.7 There were around 80 monks in the abbey itself; they will have had at least the 
same number of servants, 8 some but not all of whom will have been listed among the townsfolk. 
Then we must remember that there was a separate agricultural community, the manor, with which 
we are not here concerned. It possibly had between 150 and 250 inhabitants.9 From these figures 
we may guess the total population as being between 1000 and 1200 early in the reign of Henry Ill. 
Oundle was smaller: with 53 people listed and an agricultural community the same size, its 
population was probably around 500 at this time. 

The rather different character of each town comes out when the lists are examined in 
more detail. Ten trades are mentioned among the fifty-three inhabitants of Oundle: there were 
two masons, a smith, a baker, a saucer, a gate-keeper, a skinner, a felt-maker, a fuller, a weaver 
and a woolman. The group of cloth-workers is particularly interesting, and Oundle can be added 
to the many English towns engaged in the cloth trade at this time.10 At Peterborough there is a 
smaller percentage of names indicating occupations; there are eleven occupations mentioned, 
involving twenty people. There were three smiths, two carpenters, a glazier, a mason, a cooper, 
a fisherman, four cooks, two bakers, a butler, an ostler and three tailors of various sorts. There 
was no cloth-trade here; the abbey tried to promote it just outside the town in 1228, and the lord 
of Stamford objected that this infringed his town's privileges.11 These trades focus attention more 
on Peterborough as a centre of communications. As well as the market, the town had an important 
monastery, which organised the transport of grain, wool and other commodities from properties 
scattered over a wide area. 

There were only a few examples, nine at Peterborough and five at Stamford, of people 
whose surnames suggest an origin outside the town.12 And we know that each town had roughly 
three times the number of inhabitants recorded in surveys a hundred years before.13 The impression 
given by these two things is that these were each well-established communities, which had grown 
steadily but not dramatically. There is no sign that any large-scale migration contributed to their 
size. By contrast, larger towns seem to have required a good deal more migration. In the city of 
York the village names were much more frequent: 'they suggest at least an ultimate rural back
ground for a high proportion of the citizens, and regular immigration as the source of much of 
the city's population' .14 And even communities a good deal smaller than York might have a quite 
different structure from Peterborough's. At Stratford-upon-Avon in 1251-52, 82 burgesses out 
of 234 had place-surnames, and 57 different places occur.15 Using this index, it appears that Peter
borough had 6 per cent of recent immigrants, Oundle 9 per cent and Stratford 35 per cent. 

7 J. Z. Titow, English Rural Society 1200-1350 
(1969), p. 67. The basic work on population in this 
period is J. C. Russell, British Medieval Population 
(1948), and there is interesting discussion in the 
same author's Medieval Regions and their Cities (1972), 
in particular here the table on p. 35. 

8 David Knowles, The Monastic Order in England 
(2nd edn., 1963), pp. 439-441. 

9 A survey of the manor in 1231 lists 15 villein 
tenants in Peterborough itself, and a further 29 in 
its hamlets of Dogsthorpe and Eastfield. It also 
includes a number, but far from a majority, of the 
freeholding tenants. Society of Antiquaries of Lon
don MS. 60, fos. 181r-183r. 

10 E. Miller, 'The Fortunes of the English Textile 
Industry in the Thirteenth Century', Econ.H.R., 
2nd ser., xviii (1965), pp. 64-82. 

11 Curia Regis Rolls, xiii. no. 406. 
12 At Peterborough there were two people from 

Longthorpe (2 miles), and one each from Walton (2), 
Eye (3), Ketton (Rutland, 14), Fiskerton (Lines, 46), 
Dunham (Norf, 42), Dereham (Norf, 49) and 
Norfolk. At Oundle there were people from Glap
thom (1! miles), Longthorpe (10), Peterborough (12), 
Haunton (?) and Norfolk. The Norfolk men are 
interesting as coming from a county in which the 
abbey had neither secular nor ecclesiastical lordship. 

13 At Peterborough in 1125-8 there were 55 men 
who owed rent and suit of court, and at Oundle at the 
same time there were 15 burgenses : Chronicon Petro
burgense, ed. T. Stapleton (Camden Society, xlvii, 
1849), pp. 161, 158. 

14 E. Miller, V.C.H. York: The City of York (1961), 
p. 40. 

15 E. M. Carus-Wilson, 'The First Half-Century 
of the Borough of Stratford-upon-Avon', Econ.H.R., 
2nd ser., xviii (1965), pp. 46-63. 
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Stratford was a new creation oi the Bishop of Worcester in 1196; at this point the difference 
between the new and the established community is clearly marked. 

Were Peterborough and Oundle boroughs by the fact of having these charters? In neither 
are the townsmen referred to as burgesses, though the men of Peterborough were called this in a 
survey of 1231.16 The evidence on this point is equivocal. The charters are best seen, in Mary 
Bateson's words, as representatives of 'the class of borough charters which offer release from 
seignorial exploitation, but on the most restricted terms' .17 While some lords were promoting 
new towns in the early thirteenth century, others were keeping a tight hold over the urban com-
munities which they controlled. 

EDMUND KING. 

Carta libertatis de Burgo 

Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis ad quorum audienciam presens scriptum pervenerit 
Robertus abbas ecclesie sancti Petri de Burgo et eiusdem loci conventus eternam in domino 
salutem. Noverit universitas vestra nos concessisse et presenti carta nostra confirmasse hominibus 
nostris de Burgo subscriptis et heredibus eorum ad instanciam et petitionem suam quod sint 
liberi et quieti inperpetuum ab omni tallagio quod solet fieri annuatim per consuetudinem et de 
mercheto pro filiabus suis ita quod eas possint maritare ubi voluerint sine licencia nostri et de 
fenis levandis et bladis metendis et de pannagiis salvis nobis et successoribus nostris placitis de 
portmannemot et sequela furnorum nostrorum et omnibus consuetudinibus solitis et debitis ad 
ripam et mercatum de Burgo pertinentibus. Pro hac autem concessione et confirmacione nostra 
homines nostri subscripti qui solebant reddere nobis annuatim pro tenementis subscriptis 
£7s. Os. 2l d. ipsi et heredes sui reddent nobis singulis annis pro eisdem tenementis £18. 9s. 6d. 
inperpetuum ad quatuor terminos aiJ?i, ~cilice.t ad Natale domini et ad Pascha et ad festum sancti 
J ohannis baptiste et ad festum sanct1 M1chaehs. 

Nomina igitur predictorum hominum et tenementa eorum subscribere dignum duximus. 
Lucia uxor Roberti Long pro uno tofto 2s. Willelmus piscator pro uno tofto et una acra terre 
2s. 8d. Herveus Mustard pro uno tofto et sex acris terre et dimidia 7s., qui tenuerit toftum 
refectorarii preter firmam refectorarii 12d. Thomas de Thorp pro uno tofto 6d., qui tenuerit toftum 
elemosinarii preter firmam elemosinarii 6d. Alicia Canun pro uno tofto 6d. Matildis soror eius pro 
uno tofto 6d., qui tenuit toftum refectorarii preter firmam refectorarii 6d., qui tenuerit toftum 
elemosinarii preter firmam elemosinarii 8d. Alicia Leuuin pro uno tofto 8d. Rogerus Scot pro uno 
tofto 3s. Johannes de Sutton pro uno tofto 8d. Robertus nepos Ade pro uno tofto 16d. Gilebertus 
Waget pro uno tofto 18d. Everardus pro uno tofto 18d. Hugo filius Brunston pro uno tofto 2s. 
Adam Russell pro uno tofto 2s. Benedictus Suuave pro uno tofto 2s. 8d. Willelmus Setolf pro uno 
tofto 18d. Ricardus Bert pro uno tofto 18d. Henricus filius Radulphi ad ripam pro uno tofto 
2s. 3d. Willelmus Berfot pro uno tofto Ss. Robertus filius Roberti Yol pro uno tofto Ss. Osbertus 
filius Walteri pro uno tofto Ss. Willelmus Gernun pro uno tofto, preter 10s. infirmarie, 2s. 
Willelmus filius Roberti Rufi pro uno tofto Ss. Willelmus Wychie pro uno tofto 3s. 6d. Ricardus de 
Dunham pro uno tofto 18d. Estmundus Taillur pro uno tofto Ss. Almua Prenteprud pro uno 
tofto 3s. Robertus Codling pro uno tofto 3s. 4d. Robertus Howold pro uno tofto Ss. Willelmus 
filius Bartholomei pro uno tofto 2s. 6d. Benedictus de Dunham pro uno tofto 4s. Martinus de 
(illegible) pro uno tofto 18d. Willelmus Fort pro uno tofto 18d. Willelmus Copin pro uno tofto 
preter 3s. elemosinarii 16d. Christina ~xor .~illelmi de Derham pro uno tofto 3s., qu~ tenuerit 
toftum Hodierne preter firmam elemosmaru 18d. Symon Faber pro uno tofto 2s., qm tenuerit 
toftum quod Gilebertus Waget ~liquando .tenuit preter ~rmam elemosinarii 2s. Walterus de 
Fiskerton pro uno tofto 6s. 8d. Wlllelmus films Bartholome1 pro uno tofto 4s. Lancesale pro uno 
tofto 4s. Robertus filius Benceline pro dimidio tofto 2s. Adam filius Godwin pro dimidio tofto 2s. 
Willelmus Pallay pro uno tofto 2s. Adam filius Averich pro uno tofto Ss. Willelmus Sprot pro 
dimidio tofto 2s. 6d. Reginaldus filius Johannis pro dimidio tofto 2s. 6d. Willelmus Franceys pro 

16 Society of Antiquaries MS. 60, fo. 18lr. 17 V.C.H. Northants, ii. 425. 
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dimidio tofto 2s. 6d. Lecardus pro dimidio tofto 2s. 6d. Rouland pro uno tofto Ss. Alicia uxor 
Benedicti de Perlur pro uno tofto Ss. Rogerus Oyseler pro uno tofto Ss. Galfridus Butiller pro uno 
tofto Ss. Agnes Pudding pro uno tofto Ss. Wydardus pro uno tofto et tribus acris terre 3s. Bene
dictus conversus pro uno tofto 12d. Radulphus Muscet pro uno tofto 18d. Leviva in angulo pro 
uno tofto Ss. Alda Baudry pro duobus toftis Ss. Edelina uxor Walteri Megresause pro uno tofto 
Ss. 6d. Thomas filius Johannis pro uno tofto 2s. 6d. Ricardus filius Bartholomei pro uno tofto 30d. 
Robertus Hereuuard pro uno tofto 2s. Albretha uxor Ioce percepe pro uno tofto 8d. Willelmus in 
angulo pro uno tofto 2s. 6d. Willelmus Bricun pro uno tofto 2s. Alicia Clovelec pro dimidio ~ofto 
21d. Luvenoth pro dimidio tofto 2ld. Robertus nepos Ade pro uno tofto 4s. Elice uxor Pagam pro 
uno tofto 2s. Rogerus Trapperode pro uno tofto 2s. Matildis Surdouh pro uno tofto et septem 
acris terre 4s. 6d. Daniel Cocus pro uno tofto Ss. Willelmus Plumer pro uno tofto Ss. Fromund 
pro uno tofto preter 4s. quos solvit annuatim Willelmo Benecok et heredibus suis pro abbate 3s. 
Gilebertus carpentarius pro uno tofto 2s. Benedictus pistor pro uno tofto quod fuit Willelmi 
Witun et tribus acris terre et una acra prati. Willelmus Folesanke pro uno tofto 2s. Radulphus 
filius Willelmi Coci pro uno tofto 12d. Alicia filia Ingrethe pro uno tofto 2s. Amicia Fechel pro uno 
tofto 12d. Alicia soror eius pro uno tofto 12d. Alicia filia Rogeri capellani pro uno tofto 2s. 8d. 
Rogerus capellanus pro uno tofto 18d. Ranulphus Stirger pro uno tofto et una acra terre 6s. 
Petronilla pro uno tofto et una acra terre 2s. Christina filia Reginaldi Mazun pro uno tofto 3s. 
Benedictus pistor pro uno tofto et sex acris terre 8s. Petrus Peny pro tribus acris terre in campis 2s. 
Willelmus Tyrel pro uno tofto 2s. Matildis pro uno tofto 16d. Ermegard pro dimidio tofto 16d. 
Basilia uxor Ade coci pro uno tofto 2s. 4d. Walterus Co preter 3s. infirmarie pro uno tofto 2s. 
Marute pro duobus toftis et quatuor acris terre 4s. Robertus filius Roberti Yol pro uno tofto 12d. 
Rogerus filius Roberti filii Austini pro uno tofto et quatuor acris terre et dimidia 3s. Hugo Suthelay 
pro uno tofto ls. 8d. Hugo Want pro uno tofto ls. 8d. Willelmus Gildeneheuid pro uno tofto 2s. 
Willelmus filius Lancelini pro uno tofto et una acra terre 2s. Agnes Kattes pro uno tofto 2s. 
Willelmus filius Wimundi pro uno tofto et una acra terre 2s. Uneuuine pro uno tofto 2s. Christina 
Osberti pro uno tofto et dimidia acra terre 2s. Willelmus filius Hugonis pro uno tofto et quinque 
acris terre Ss. Rogerus de Thorp pro uno tofto et duabus acris terre et una acra prati 4s. Austinus 
Tunder pro dimidio tofto 8d. Matildis Wlf pro uno tofto et quarta parte unius tofti et dimidia acra 
terre 16d. Madelus pro quarta parte unius tofti et una acra terre et dimidia 12d. Thoroldus 
Scuneye pro uno tofto 12d. Willelmus Bosse pro uno tofto 2s. Wido Scire pro uno tofto 8d. 
Radulphus Cocus pro uno tofto 8d. Roulandus cupere pro uno tofto 12d. Iuliana pro uno 
tofto 8d. Agnes fratris pro uno tofto 12d. Rogerus Wildehavere et participes eius pro uno 
tofto et tribus acris terre et dimidia 2s. Radulphus Sellewether pro uno tofto 8d. Radulphus Child 
pro uno tofto 12d. Gilebertus Bolt pro uno tofto 12d. Alexander carpentarius pro uno tofto et 
duabus domibus in via contra idem toftum 2s. Gilbertus curtgibet pro uno tofto 12d. Ascelinus 
Svov pro uno tofto 16d. Gervasius pro uno tofto 12d. Lambertus de Northfolk pro uno tofto 12d. 
Thomas Osegot pro uno tofto 2s. Willelmus Wintir pro uno tofto 12d. Johannes filius Thoraldi 
pro uno tofto 12d. Ricardus Bacun pro uno tofto 12d. Willelmus Coc pro uno tofto 12d. Base Coc 
pro dimidio tofto 8d. Reginaldus Wide pro uno tofto 12d. Matildis Traci pro uno tofto 12d. 
Robertus nepos Ade pro uno tofto 8d., qui tenuit toftum quod fuit Roberti Testard 6d. Achilles 
pro uno tofto 9d. Willelmus parvus faber pro uno tofto preter 2s. refectorarii 2s. Lephanus faber 
pro uno tofto 12d. Rogerus Scot pro uno tofto 12d. Christina uxor Willelmi Lof pro uno tofto 2s. 
Rogerus slopere pro uno tofto 2s. Willelmus Verer pro uno tofto 2s. Hugo de Ketene pro uno 
tofto 2s. Thomas de Walton pro uno tofto 2s. Thomas Chatel pro uno tofto Ss. Durand pro uno 
tofto et dimidia acra terre 2s. Alanus de aula pro duobus toftis 4s. Benedictus de Eya preter 2s. 
sacriste 3s. pro uno tofto. Petrus Mus pro uno tofto 2s. 

Hec autem omnia predicta tenementa concessimus predictis hominibus nostris et heredibus 
eorum tenenda et habenda sicut prescriptum est salvo iure cuiuslibet. Ita tamen quod non liceat 
eis dare vel vendere vel aliquid inde alienare vel aliquid inde facere per quod nos de predictis 
redditibus et serviciis et consuetudinibus in aliquo perdentes simus. Et ut hec nostra concessio 
rata perseveret inperpetuum presen scriptum sigillorum nostrorum munimine roboravimus. Hiis 
testibus. Rogeri de Thorpel. Roberti filii Galfridi. Ricardi de Waterville. Galfrido de Laham. 
Hugone de Laham. Radulphi filii Reginaldi de Pokebroc. magistro Willelmo de Scotere. Ricardi 
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filii Hunfridi. Roberti de Parceney tunc decano Burgi. J ohanne Fauuel. Hugone de Bernak. 
Willelmo de Thorp. Thome de Thorp. et aliis. 

Carta libertatis de Undele 

Universis Christi fidelibus ad quos presens scriptum pervenerit Robertus dei gracia abbas 
ecclesie sancti Petri de Burgo eternam in domino salutem. Noverit universitas vestra nos 
concessisse et presenti carta confirmasse hominibus nostris de Undele subscriptis et heredibus 
eorum ad instanciam et peticionem suam quod sint liberi et quieti ab omni tallagio quod solet 
fieri annuatim per consuetudinem et de mercheto pro filiabus suis ita quod eas maritare possint 
sine licencia nostra ubi voluerint et de secta hallemotorum et sarclatura et de fenis levandis set 
metunt nobis per iij dies in autumpno, scilicet per unum diem ad cibum domini et per ij dies sine 
cibo sicut solebant. Et arabunt semel ad hibernagium et semel ad tremesyum cum hoc quod 
habuerint in carucis suis. Et quilibet eorum dabit Id. de pannagio in festo sancti Martini. Ita 
quod si habeat iiij porcos vel infra quietus erit de predicto pannagio per illud denarium. Si autem 
plures porcos habuerit quam iiij dabit pro singulis iiij qui fuerint trium mensium vel amplius Id., 
secundum plus et minus. Salvis nobis placitis de portmannemot et omnibus consuetudinibus et 
serviciis debitis et consuetis ad mercatum de Undele pertinentibus. Pro hac autein concessione et 
confirmacione nostra homines nostri subscripti qui solebant reddere nobis annuatim pro tenementis 
subscriptis £S. 19s. 7d. ipsi et heredes eorum reddent nobis singulis annis pro eisdem tenementis 
£12. lis. 6d. inperpetuum ad iiij terminos anni, scilicet ad Natale domini et ad Pascha et ad festum 
sancti Johannis Baptiste et ad festum sancti Michaelis. 

Nomina igitur predictorum hominum nostrorum et tenementa eorum subscribere dignum 
duximus. Thomas de Northfolk pro uno tofto et crofto que continent unam acram et pro ij acris 
in campis reddet 6s. 8d. Willelmus pelliperius pro uno tofto et crofto 4s. Symon Wdeful pro uno 
tofto et crofto 4s. Walterus carpentarius pro uno tofto et crofto 7s. Thomas cementarius pro uno 
tofto et crofto et dimidia acra in campis Ss. Estmundus pro uno tofto et crofto 4s. Thurburnus ad 
fontem pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia acra et una roda in campis 4s. Wlmerus filius Kipping 
pro uno tofto et crofto et una acra et una ~o~~ 4s. 1~. Hugo Farel pro uno tofto et dimidia acra 
terre et una roda 4s. Edith uxor Joseph stmthter. Rtdel pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia acra 
terre 3s. 4d. Wlkerel pro uno tofto et crofto 3s. 4d. Elicia filia Bernardi pro uno tofto 3s. Symon 
de Glapethorn pro uno tofto et una acra et dimidia terre et dimidia acra prati Ss. Reginaldus filius 
Osberti pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia ~era terre 4.s. Wyuuanus filius Ricardi pro uno tofto et 
uno crofto et dimidia acra 4s. Suuevna rehcta Walten pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia acra Ss. 
Henricus filius Jacobi pro uno tofto et crofto et una acra in campis 6s. Matfridus filius Roberti 
pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia acra 4s. Johannes feltere pro uno tofto et crofto 4s. Willelrrius 
textor pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia acra. 4s. Ricardus Bedel pro uno tofto et crofto et 
dimidia acra 4s. Gilebertus lanator pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia acra Ss. Walterus salfarius 
pro uno tofto et crofto. 4s. Martin~s ~edrepeshell:id pro uno to~to e~ c~?fto 4s. !ferveus fullo 
similiter. Willelmus films Holde stmthter. Matfndus cementanus stmtltter. Wtllelmus filius 
Matheri pro 2 toftis et 4 acris 8s. Aylred extra villam pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia acra 4s. 
Johannes Callehalle similiter. Johannes de Burgo pro uno tofto et crofto Ss. Id. Radulphus Basset 
pro una parte tofti et cr~ft~ Thurb':lrni .~lubb~ 3~. ~dam de Thorp pro alia parte eiusde~ ~ofti et 
crofti et pro duabus acns m campts sc1hcet dtmtdta acra ad Blakeland et una acra et dtmtdia ad 
Gores 6s. Walterus filius Matfridi pro capitali mesuagio et tofti predicti Thurburni et alia parte 
crofti et grangie et pr.o tota ~esidua parte tofti et cr.ofti I?~edicti Thurburn~ e.x .parte orientalis 
capitalis mesuagii et tnbus acns ~t ':lll:a roda terre arabtle.scth~et una acra et.d1m1d1a.s~per C:layhil 
et dimidia acra in Blakeland et dtmtdta acra que est foranum m Holme et tnbus rodts m Amsdene 
et pro uno angulo prati in Blodhil et una acra prati ad stagnum de Aistun lis. Warinus Arl pro 
uno tofto et crofto Ss. Henricus Barlic pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia acra et una roda 4s. 
Alicia relicta Osberti pro uno tofto et crofto et dimidia acra et una roda 4s. Theobaldus filius 
Osberti similiter. Matfridus filius Ade similiter. Walterus filius Matfridi pro uno tofto et crofto 
8s. Rogerus filius Matfridi pro uno tofto et crofto et pro una soppa cum orto que iacet ex parte 
boreali predicte soppe et pro domo Hugonis de Aunton iuxta ortum Willelmi filii Osberti versus 
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ecclesiam et pro duabus acris in Auisdene 8s. Robertus filius Edrici pro uno tofto et tribus acris 
terre et dimidia et una particula prati 6s. Martinus filius K.ipping pro uno tofto et duabus acris et 
dimidia Ss. Ricardus portarius pro uno tofto Ss. Lecia relicta Galfridi Chivel pro uno tofto et 
crofto et una acra et dimidia terre arabilis et dimidia acra prati 4s. Reginaldus filius Roberti pro 
uno tofto et dimidia acra Ss. Matheus faber pro uno tofto et duabus acris terre et dimidia acra 
prati et pro buttis iuxta Broc et pro uno orto ex parte orientalis domus eiusdem Mathei 8s. Hugo 
de Haunton pro duabus soppos 3s. Willelmus filius Osberti pro tofto suo et dimidia acra 4s. Odo 
filius Selide pro tofto suo et una acra 4s. Robertus filius Thurburni pro tofto suo et dimidia acra 
4s. Galfridus pistor pro tofto suo et una acra 4s. 

Hec autem tenementa predicta concessimus predictis hominibus nostris et heredibus eorum, 
habenda et tenenda sicut prescriptum est. Ita tamen quod non liceat eis ea dare vel vendere vel 
aliquid inde alienare vel aliquid inde facere per quod nos de predictis serviciis redditibus et 
consuetudinibus in aliquo perdentes simus. Et ut hec nostra concessio rata perseveret inperpetuum 
presens scriptum sigillorum nostrorum munimine roboravimus. 

}OHN CLARE'S POEMS 

IN most editions of Clare's poems, editors have punctuated the poems, according to received 
ideas. But Clare himself, when he wrote the poems seldom put in any punctuation at all. By the 
kindness of Mrs. Tibble, the well known authority on John Clare, we are able to publish one of 
his bird poems, exactly as he wrote it. Dylan Thomas thought these poems among Clare's 
best work. 

The wrens song 
Why is the cuckoos melody prefered 
& nightingales rich song so madly praised 
In poets rhymes is there no other bird 
Of natures minstrelsy that oft hath raised 
Ones heart to exstavy & mirth as well 
I judge not how anothers taste is caught 
With mine theres other birds that bear the bell 
Whose song hath crowds of happy memorys brought 
Such is the wood robin singing in the dell 
& little Wren that many a time hath sought 
Shelter from showers in huts were I did dwell 
At early spring the tennant of the plain 
Tenting my sheep & still they come to tell 
The happy storys of the past again 
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THE supreme pasture lands of Northamptonshire and Leicestershire have long been renowned 
for their ability to fatten cattle. In the grassland areas of the Welland Valley and parts of the 
Northamptonshire uplands, systems of management have evolved under which traditional grass 
fattened beef of the highest quality is produced. The objective of this paper is to trace some 
aspects of this grassland tradition and to follow the changing fortunes of the grazier throughout 
the nineteenth century. 

The financial success of the grazing enterprise was to a large extent a reflection of judicious 
buying of the store animal and selling of the finished product. Livestock management was a 
relatively straightforward and unsophisticated process with the result that the difference between 
profit and loss depended primarily upon the selection of suitable livestock at reasonable prices 
and the sale of the fattened animal on a rising market. Thus Pitt summarised grassland farming 
as " ... a merchantile and speculative concern in which the land is but an auxiliary assistant" .1 

From the evidence available it appears that price and condition rather than breed dictated the 
types of cattle depastured in the Midland grazing regions. According to Pitt, of the 30,000 cattle 
annually fattened in Leicestershire throughout the first decade of the century, only 15% were 
bred in the county, the remainder being imported from other areas. 2 A similar situation prevailed 
in Northamptonshire where 15,000 cattle were fattened for London's Smithfield Market each 
year. Droves of cattle of extremely diverse origins eventually found their way to London via the 
Northamptonshire pastures, for, as Pitt observed; " ... for fattening every sort of cattle is brought 
in; Staffordshire, Shropshire, Herefordshire, Pembrokes, Devon, North Wales, Scots, and Irish 
are met with at different fairs ... and the grazier refuses no sort that looks kindly, handles well 
and can be had worth the money".3 At the time of Pitt's report of 1809 the Longhorn held sway 
over other breeds on the Leicestershire pasturelands, although when Moscrop wrote his Prize 
Essay for the Royal Agricultural Society in 1866, the Longhorn was virtually extinct and the 
fields of Leicestershire abounded with Shorthorns, Devons, Scots, Welsh Runts and Kerrys.4 
Throughout the century the relative merits of the different cattle breeds were hotly disputed at 
the meetings of local Agricultural Societies and in the columns of farming magazines. In many 
cases the supporters of a breed, driven by a fervour which was at times almost religious in its 
intensity, chose to make statements regarding the qualities of their breed which were totally 
unsupportable. It is necessary, .therefore to ~reat with caution s?me of the rather extravagant 
claims made on behalf of certam breeds. It 1s nevertheless poss1ble to get some idea of cattle 
weights and rates of growth from the writings of the more sober and impartial observers of the 
agricultural scene. In a letter to the Farmer's Magazine of 1819, John Fisher advised that Devons 
were fit for slaughter at 5-7 years old when they weighed 90-160 stones (8 pounds per stone), 
Herefords at a similar age weighing 120-200 stones while Scots at 3-4 years of age attained 80-130 
stones weight. 5 Replying to this letter John Wilkinson provided information on the weights of 
three young Shorthorn bulls of different ages. Taking great pains to point out that these animals 
had not been "force-fed", Wilkinson gave the weights for cattle of 8 months, 1 year 3 weeks and 
1 year 10 months old as 742 lbs., 1,120 lbs. and 1,694 lbs. respectively.6 These weights were 
corroborated by William Glover who had two Shorthorns growing at the rates of 1 and 2 lbs. per 

1 Pitt, General View of the Agriculture of North-
amptonshire (1809).. . . 

2 Pitt, General Vzew of the Agrtculture of Letcester-
shire (1809). 

3 Pitt. Northamptonshire, op. cit. 
4 Moscrop J.R.A.S. Ser 2 (1866). 
5 Farmer's Magazine Oct. 25th 1819. 
6 Farmer's Magazine Nov. 15th 1819. 
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day. In addition, Glover was feeding three Herefords which in March 1818 were gaining weight 
at 1£, 2 and 2! pounds per day respectively.7 According to Read, the popular Pembroke cattle 
fattened at between seven and eight hundredweights. 8 Although price was a fundamental factor 
determining the choice of cattle for fattening there was a growing awareness of the superiority of 
the Devon, Hereford and Shorthorn types in terms of early maturity and quality of meat. This is 
evidenced by a study of contemporary farm accounts in which it is possible to trace a widening 
in the price differentials between these breeds and other breeds such as the Scots and Welsh as 
the century progressed. Thus in the accounts of C. Heygate of West Haddon, the purchase prices 
of Devons, Pembrokes, Scots, "Runts" and Herefords in 1847 were much the same. By the 
1870s, however, Heygate was prepared to pay several pounds more per head for Devons and 
Pembrokes than for Scots and Welsh "runts". 9 

Although the graziers' demand for Scots and Welsh cattle had declined at the close of the 
eighteenth century in favour of cheaper Irish beasts, Welsh store cattle were still highly esteemed 
in the Midlands. Thus as late as 1878, Carrington noted that, " ... black longhorned Welsh 
cattle are brought in considerable numbers at 3-4 years old to fatten; reared on the Welsh hills 
they are somewhat slow feeders, but when ripe, the best of them are prime beef and much prized 
on the London and other markets" .10 There was a considerable demand for Welsh cattle during 
the late summer and early autumn months during which period they served the function of 
scavengers, eating surplus grass left behind by summer fattened cattle. These animals were 
stocked at the rate of one beast per ten acres and judiciously moved around the pastures, " ... by 
which means the hardy Welsh improve in condition throughout the Winter".11 Notwithstanding, 
the expanding Irish cattle trade reduced the overall annual demand for both Welsh and Scots 
store cattle; indeed as early as 1832, half the animals sold at Smithfield were Irish stores fattened 
on the Midland pastures.12 

In the pre-steam boat and pre-railway years of the nineteenth century the Midland fattening 
pastures were the main source of beef for the rapidly expanding urban population and as such 
enjoyed the fruits of a market in which competition from other regions was relatively insignificant. 
In the late 1820s, however, the development of steam-boat transport resulted in the shipping of 
large quantities of fat cattle from Aberdeen direct to London. This initially affected the grazier 
by reducing his supply of lean cattle, although this was of little teal significance as expanding 
Irish imports rapidly filled the gap. Far more serious was the competitive effect which was 
intensified in the 1850s as the developing railway system permitted rapid overland transport of 
cattle to the London markets. As Sir John Sinclair wrote to Sir Henry Halford of Wistow Hall, 
Leics., in September 1833, " ... the Leicestershire graziers ought to be aware that they are 
likely to meet with formidable rivals in their brother farmers in the North where we have com
menced feeding both cattle and sheep for the London Market, and with the aid of steam it is 
calculated that we shall be able to send them cheaper to Smithfield than they can from Leicester
shire" .13 In addition to the threat from Scotland, the Midland graziers were beginning to feel 
the effects of competition from their mixed farming neighbours and also from the mixed farmers of 
Essex and Suffolk. Before the days of widespread oilcake feeding, the farmer who relied entirely 
upon grass beef production for his income was often forced to sell his cattle on a glutted early 
Autumn market, as lack of arable land left him without the recourses for overwintering stock. 
This situation, of course, did not apply to the mixed farmer who was able to winter his cattle on 
arable by-products and turnips and to market at a favourable time in the Spring. The grazier's 
dilemma was summarised by John Ellis, a Leicestershire grazier in his evidence to the Select 
Committee on Agriculture Distress (1836); " ... the grazier ... is obliged to sell (his cattle) at 
the fall of the year when the market is exceedingly full and the man in this part of the country 
that occupies tillage land altogether supplies the market in the high season of the year and the 
mere Leicestershire grazier upon middling grazing land has no chance". In spite of Ellis' corn-

7 Farmer's Magazine March 2nd 1819. 
8 Read J.R.A.S. X (1849). 
9 Leics. R.O. DE/783/45. 

1° Carrington J.R.A.S. Ser. 2 XIV (1878). 

11 Moscrop (1866) op. cit. 
12 Trow-Smith. A History of British Livestock Pro

duction 1700-1900. 
13 Leics. R.O. DG/24/965/3. 
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ments, the evidence suggests that farmers holding first quality fattening pastures were able to 
hold their own in the face of competition, particularly when the establishment of oilcake feeding 
at grass provided a method of marketing cattle in June and July when prevailing beef prices were 
substantially higher than those at the end of the summer. Thus by 1848, Robert Smith observed 
that the old grassland in the grazing districts of the Midland and Eastern countries still produced 
the principal midsummer and autumnal supplies of fat cattle and sheep for the London and 
northern markets.14 

Smith defined the major categories of grassland from which the markets were supplied. 
These were the rich old fattening pastures which he termed "ox-lands", and the second rank 
"sheep-lands" which were used as holding pastures until the revered "ox-lands" came into 
production in the Spring. Pitt took the view that some of the finest feeding land was to be found 
" ... in the districts leading from Fawsley and Daventry to Northampton and from Northampton 
in the direction of Maidwell, Haselbeach, Clipston and Market Harborough. Also in the line of 
country from Daventry in the direction of Watford, East and West Haddon, Thorn by and 
W elford" .15 During the first half of the century these pastures rarely received any form of artificial 
manuring apart from dung gathered fresh. from the fields in the Summer months and spread in 
the Autumn; " ... hence the value that 1s usually placed upon these old pastures, they being 
exceedingly productive and nearly free of expense both as regards manual labour and artificial 
aid ... they are much sought after by the leading or principal graziers as they are known to fatten 
an ox or sheep of any size, and in many cases regardless of quality" .16 Even when "artificials" 
became readily available in the latter half of the century, the graziers of the "ox-lands" still 
preferred the use of dung, either alone or mixed with lime, road scrapings and ditch sediment, in 
order to stimulate pasture growth. 

The grazing season usually began shortly after Ladyday (March 25th) when the grazier 
began to buy his store stock from dealers at local fairsY These animals were not immediately 
placed on the feeding pastures but were initially held back on second rate grassland and fed hay 
until such time that the feeding pastures came into production. The actual date upon which 
cattle entered the feeding pastures depended largely upon the underlying soil type. On the freely 
draining upland soils the pastures were normally stocked in the first week of April, whilst those 
overlying the colder day soils did not receive cat~le until10-15 days later.18 In the Welland Valley 
no stock was allowed on the land during the spnng months except for a few weeks in April, after 
which the pastures were closed up for hay. Sub.sequently the hay aftermaths w~re heavily stocked 
until late November or early December.19 Dunng the first forty years of the nmeteenth century, 
the primary objective of the grazier was to market fat cattle directly from grass. Stall feeding on 
oilcake and cereals, a technique whose main function was to provide rich manure for the nourish
ment of corn crops, was not widely practised in Northamptonshire and Leicestershire during the 
early part of the century. In Northamptonshire, '~ ... it is in vain for the tenant to endeavour to 
improve the quality of his manure by stall feedmg cattle, for he has no bullock hovels, or to 
expand corn or cake in the yard, for the first heavy rain that falls washes all the valuable parts of 
the manure into the horse-pond ... " 2° Furthermore the practice of feeding oilcake at grass, which 
was to become so popular in the latter part of the century, was as yet by no means widespread. 
Thus the output of the fattening pasture was determined by the operation of a satisfactory system 
of grassland management. Contemporary reports ~itness a. gradual improvement in pasture 
utilisation throughout the century. Thus whereas P1tt mentiOned that two acres of land were 
required to fatten a beast in 1809, Evershed in 1856 maintained that the best fattening land could 
support one ox per acre or one ox and three sheep per two acres.21 By 1866, Moscrop considered 
that in Eastern Leicestershire, " ... the pastures should graze and fatten a bullock weighing when 
fat from 50- 60 imperial stones and one sheep of 20 pounds/quarter per acre during the summer 

14 J.R.A.S. X 1848. 
15 Pitt. Northamptonshire op. cit. 
16 Smith op. cit. 
17 Donaldson. General view of Northamptonshire 

1794. 

18 Pitt op. cit. 
19 Bearn J.R.A.S. XIII (1852). 
20 Pitt. Northamptonshire op. cit. 
21 H. Evershed J.R.A.S. XVII (1856). 
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months and in winter will keep 1 - 1 t sheep per acre". Moscrop felt that the optimum size of a 
feeding pasture was 24 acres, " ... which when fully stocked about the middle of May carries 
about twenty head of cattle and thirty sheep, the former weighing from 80-100 stones, the latter 
from 10-12 stones each". 22 This improvement in pasture output may be attributed to a combination 
of improved drainage, more effective weed control, improved manuring and the use of oilcake at 
pasture. At the turn of the century cattle began to be sold off pasture in September,23 although 
by the 1860s generous feeding with oilcake had enabled the most forward animals to be marketed 
in early July. Thus as one of Moscrop's correspondents pointed out, " ... forward animals generally 
pay well for 5 lbs. of cake given in June-July, and when eating cake they are best in small fields, 
not more than eight together". As animals were drafted for the fatstock markets in July, pressure 
on the pasture was reduced, and in a good growing season the grass was liable to "run ahead" of 
the cattle, thereby becoming rank and unpalatable. Accordingly it was the normal practice to 
rest and weed the pastures during a three week period following the sale of the first group of 
cattle. Subsequently the grazier would introduce cattle which had been held in reserve on the 
"sheep-land", or alternatively purchase further cattle to cope with the extra grass. The latter 
could often prove an expensive procedure as store cattle prices tended to advance in August. It 
was however essential to stock the pastures heavily in the second half of a good growing season. 
Thus Westley Richards, lamenting the prevailing high prices of store cattle in 1889, was forced 
to conclude; " ... that in a grazing district stores must be had to eat the grass even if we have to 
pay too much for them .. , 24 On the heavier clay soils where sheep were commonly grazed alongside 
cattle it was thought essential to market the sheep before shearing time, " ... the bottom herbage 
then advances and improves the pasture for the cattle". 25 It was also considered expedient, before 
re-stocking the pastures with cattle, to gather and "knock" the accumulated soil clods, a practice 
". . . which assists materially in keeping an even pasture". Whilst it was necessary to purchase 
expensive additional cattle in a wetter season, a dry season was often completely disastrous for 
the grazier. During a period of drought he was faced with two possible alternatives: he could 
either feed heavily with linseed or oilcake to make up for the deficiency of grass, or he could sell 
his cattle half-fat from the pasture at a sale price almost invariably below purchase price. The 
former alternative was highly expensive until the era of cheap oilcake in the late 1860s, with the 
result that drought years in the early and mid nineteenth century, witnessed the arrival at Smith
field of vast numbers of half-fat and often half-starved beasts of little value. The various local 
weather and market intelligence reports in the Farmer's Magazine provide ample evidence of the 
grazier's plight in an unfavourable growing season. Typically, in the cold, sunless Spring of 1860 
fodder supplies had been reduced to the extent that numerous poor quality, half-fat animals 
arrived at Smithfield during the summer months. 26 Similarly in 1864, " ... the scarcity of food 
necessitated a large outlay on linseed and oilcake, and premature marketing led to a shortage of 
top quality beasts". 27 M os crop concluded that: "Bare patches and rapid fattening are incom
patible; on the other hand satisfactory grazing is rarely accomplished when the bite gets too long 
and hence watchful attention and prompt action is required to hit the golden mean". 

As E. L. J ones has pointed out, the period following the Repeal of the Corn Laws witnessed 
a considerable modification in the structure of farming, resulting from an increase in the relative 
value of livestock products compared with those from the arable sector and also from a rise in 
the real income of the expanding industrial population which stimulated the demand for annual 
products.28 The majority of the extra beef produced in the early post-Repeal period, came from 
the intensification of stall feeding in the mixed farming regions. However, by the early 1870s, 
the price of beef rose to levels which justified the feeding of oilcake on the second quality grass
land~ of the Midland counties, which were thereby converted from holding pastures to high output 
feedmg pastures. H. S. Thompson observed that a moderate allowance of cake or corn to animals 
on second quality pasture would permit the production of the same quantity of meat as a first 

22 Moscrop (1866) op. cit. 
23 Donaldson. Northamptonshire op. cit. 
24 Richards J. Fms. Club (1889). 
25 Smith op. cit. 
26 Farmer's Magazine June 1860. 

27 Farmer's Magazine July 1864. 
28 E. L. J ones. The Changing Base of English Agri

cultural Prosperity 1853-73 (in "Essays in Agrarian 
History" Vol. II. Ed. W. E. Minchinton). 
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class fattening pasture, where, he contended, oilcake feeding was not necessary. 29 In spite of 
Thompson's views it appears that oilcake feeding was almost universally practised on the fattening 
pastures during the last quarter of the century. In 1887, Albert Pell ofHaselbeach wrote," ... that 
even in the finest grazing pastures of Northamptonshire and Leicestershire whatever may have 
been the practice fifty years ago, it would be wrong to conclude that at the present day the extra
ordinary richness of their pastures is due entirely to nature". 30 Pell went on to observe that when 
J. B. Lawes had wished to study fertility of the pasture land around Market Harborough he had 
been unable to find any area in which either linseed or cotton cake had not been fed at grass. As 
early as 1855, the Farmer's Magazine had noted that consumers preferred beef produced from 
cake and grass to beef produced from grass alone.31 By 1875 Carrington was recommending the 
feeding of 4-6 lbs. of cotton cake per beast per day at grass. On such a diet (which cost between 
2/6 and 3/6 per week), beasts fattened rapidly for the early markets and were held in high esteem 
by butchers. A great deal of value was attached by Carrington and his contemporaries to the 
manurial value of the dung produced by cattle fed oilcake at pasture. As Westley Richards declared 
in 1889, "Fattening cattle are easy on a pasture and when they are fed with concentrated foods 
the pasture may be enormously improved; at present prices of cake this is the most economical 
method of effecting pasture improvement". 32 Regardless of the level of feeding, the end of each 
season usually saw the grazier left with some animals which could not be sold fat directly off 
pasture. Where adequate buildings were available these cattle would be stall fed and fattened for 
the Christmas market. Alternatively they were outwintered on hay and fattened in the following 
Spring. On farms where arable by-products were on hand, buildings were fully utilised by the 
purchase of barren cows or heifers in the November /December period. These animals were 
yarded and fed hay, chopped straw, roots and cake so that they were normally half-fat by April. 
They were subsequently grazed in the Spring and sold fat in June/July," ... paying £10-£12 for 
their six or seven months' keep". 33 Contemporary observers of the nineteenth century agricultural 
scene from Pitt onwards held the unanimous view that it was highly desirable to graze the pastures 
completely bare at least once each year. This was usually effected with Welsh runts or Scots 
store cattle. However, some graziers favoured Autumn depasturing with sheep, " ... which with 
attention and some artificial aid are frequently ready for market when the period arrives for 
closing the pastures for early grass". 

The Midland grazier had two alternative market outlets for his finished cattle; he could 
either send animals to the big city markets of ~o?don and Bi:mingham or he could sell locally 
through the provincial markets. The large maJOrity of the M1dland cattle were consigned to a 
salesman in London, who disposed of them on behalf of the owner. "The owner then receives a 
cheque for the whole of the stock disposed through the medium of the London bankers, who 
charge for the transmission of the money 6d. p~r head f~r the b~asts".34 According to Donaldson, 
the cost of sending cattle from Northamptonshire to Sm1thfield m 1794 amounted to 6/6 per head 
during the summer months, rising to 7/- in the winter. By 1839, however, this cost had advanced 
steeply. Figure I, a typical statement taken from the accounts of W. M. P. Owsley of Hallaton, 
suggests that the total expenses had increased to 10/- per head.35 In 1866, Herbert contended, 
" ... that a grazier is in a position to have hi~ beast sold; .all charges included for about 20/- per 
head".36 These increased charges, coupled w1th competltlon from the Newgate and Leadenhall 
carcase markets tended to depress the Smithfield trade. Thus in December 1850, competition 
from the country-killed carcase trade at Leadenhall combined with a high level of European 
imports to produce, " ... the most depressing trade on record where bullocks were losing 20-25%) 
of their cost of production". 37 These various factors combined to create a suspicion of the Smith
field market and a widespread feeling that perhaps local disposal of fatstock may leave a more 
satisfactory profit margin than marketing in the Metropolis. In his evidence to the Select Com
mittee on Smithfield market (1847), W. Anderson, a Midland grazier, indicated his dissatisfaction 

29 Thompson J.R.A.S. Ser. 2 (1872). 
3o Pell J.R.A.S. Ser. 2 (1887). 
3 t Farmer's Magazine Feb. 1855. 
s2 Richards op. cit. 
33 Carrington op. cit 

34 Herbert J.R.A.S. Ser. 2 (1866). 
35 Owsley and Wade Collection N.R.O. 
36 Herbert op. cit. 
37 Farmer's Magazine Dec. 1850. 
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with the Smithfield salesmen: "I have sold some beasts at home and I have put others in the 
hands of Smithfield salesmen, as near as possible of the same weight and quality. I have received 
£2 more for those at home than those I sent to Smithfield". This evidence was corroborated by 
J. Audron, a Norfolk grazier. Earlier in February 1840, W. P. M. Owsley had sent six beasts to 
London which had sold for £3 per head less than they would have made on the local market. 
Owsley observed that although the Smithfield market was buoyant for the fortnight before and 
after Christmas, "I have resolved never to hold beast longer than the middle of January to go to 
London". As previously mentioned the grazier's profit margin was closely linked to the purchase 
and sale price of his stock. Figure II provides data on the purchase and sale prices of store and 
fat cattle drawn from the accounts of the Hensm~n family of Pytchley38 during the period of high 
prices which prevailed .th.roughout t~e Napoleomc Wars. The figure clearl_y indicates that except 
for slight seasonal vanatton, sale pnc_e~ tended to refi_ect the pu~chase pnce of store cattle. The 
latter was linked closely to the avallabthty of forage whtch determmed the demand for store cattle 
on the Midland pastures. The dry season of 1803 deserves comment. According to a correspond
ent to the Farmer's Magazine, store cattle prices held until April, but the serious mid-season 
drought caused demand and. thus pri~e to drol? from the beginning of July, ". . . due to the 
scarcity of grass in the Enghsh fattemng count1es ... where many breeders and graziers have 
given their summer grass for nothing". 39 Hensman's accounts do not reflect this price fall as 
his cattle were purchased in the early spring mqnths before the effects of the drought were 
felt. The extremely dry summer of 1807 in which pastures became dessicated and fodder scarce 
induced a severe depression in store prices.40 In the same· year -the winter. set in early, thereby 

3s N.R.O. ZA 2110-2113. 
40 E. L. Jones "Seasons and Prices". 

39 Farmer's Magazine 1803. 
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precipitating advanced marketing and a decline in the price of fat cattle. Throughout the 12 
year period covered by the accounts, Hensman's margin over purchase price fluctuated be
tween £3 and £6, with the exception of the years 1803 and 1806 when margins were somewhat 
squeezed. It is of interest to note that whereas Pitt mentions 1806 as being a year of low store 
cattle prices this is not apparent in the Hensman accounts. This discrepancy reflects local supply 
and demand factors together with the grazier's capacity to drive a hard bargain with the dealers 
and drovers who came from all points of the compass to sell their cattle in the Midland fairs. The 
finely written accounts of the Earl of Winchelsea's agent at Burley provide further information 
upon profit margins during the War years.41 A select sample of the accounts is presented in Table 
I below. The extract refers to cattle purchased in the summer of 1805, out-wintered on hay and 
sold fat off grass the following summer. 

Cattle Purchased Purchase Sale price Expenses I Date of 

I 
Profit Profit/ 

price Sale acre 

2 Scots June 1805 £28 17 0 £51 0 0 £1 13 0 July 1806 £20 10 0 £6 5 0 

6 Scots July 1805 £107 0 0 £154 0 0 £4 15 0 July 1806 £42 5 0 £3 0 10 

4 Scots Aug. 1805 £45 0 0 £72 0 0 £3 7 6 July 1806 £23 12 6 £1 18 It 
10 Devons Sept. 1805 £148 19 0 £211 0 0 £8 2 6 Nov. 1806 £53 18 6 £1 7 10 

1 Scots May 1806 £10 19 0 £15 0 0 16 3 Nov. 1806 £3 4 9 15 3 

TABLE I. 

The profit/acre figure is calculated on the assumption that each animal required two acres 
of grass. Thus the fairly satisfactory profit per head dwindles substantially when expressed on a 
per acre basis. If it is assumed that "expenses" refer to the cost of winter hayfeeding, and Pitt's 
estimate of £2/acre for rent and taxes is adopted then the remainder would be marginal if the 
cost of interest on capital were deducted. Thus the summer fattened Scots beast would probably 
sell at a loss and the sale of the 10 Devons would leave only a miniscule profit. 

A number of early nineteenth century grazier's wills deposited in Leicestershire Records 
Office witness the fact that grazing was not an altogether lucrative occupation. An inventory of 
the effects of John Day ofBitteswell (1813) indicates that when his debts were subtracted from the 
valuation of Real Estate and Live and Dead stock, his heirs inherited the sum of £66 7 4.42 The 
heirs of}oseph Berridge, a grazier ofBoughton Astley who died in 1825 were rather less fortunate, 
being saddled with a debt of £155 13 5.43 A more detailed study of grazier's wills in the Midland 
region could doubtless provide valuable information on the changing fortunes of the grazier 
throughout the century. 

Figure Ill summarises the accounts of C. Heygate, a West Haddon grazier of the post
Repeal period.44 Heygate purchased cattle in the spring months from Welsh dealers at the fairs 
of Lutterworth, Northampton, Daventry, Market Harborough and West Haddon. These cattle 
were grass-~attened and sold during August and September. The figure reveals a steady rise in 
purchase pnces from the late 1840s to 1864, a reflection of the increased demand for lean stock 
resulting from the swing towards livestock production which followed the Repeal of the Corn 
Laws. Th7 lack of ~uctuation in PU:chase price during this period may well have been occasioned 
by the senes of mmst summers wh1ch were favourable for grazing. During the latter part of the 

41 L.R.O. DG 7 /1/40a. 
42 Leics. R.O. 510/31. 

43 Leics. R.O. 510/3. 
44 L eics. R.O. DE783/45. 
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period, a series of summer droughts, in particular those of 1868 and 1874 induced wide fluctuations 
in purchase price. It is interesting to note how closely Heygate's sale prices reflect the movement 
of Sauerbeck's index of meat prices on the London markets. 

An accurate estimate of the profitability of grazing on individual farms during the nine
teenth century is difficult to achieve due to the inadequacy of contemporary farm accounts and 
the major problems of allocating costs, especially those of labour. In 1866 W. H. Heywood 
discussed the comparative profitability of grazing and fattening cows and lambs, cheese and butter
making and milk selling.45 Ref~rring to a ~00 acre farm he concluded that where all expenses are 
considered, grazing and fatterung cows y1elded a profit of £215 15 0; cheese and buttermaking 
£189 and milk selling £304. Heywood argued that although milk selling appeared more profitable 
than grazing, the effect of oilcake feeding on the manure of grazed cattle and hence upon the 
subsequent productivity of the land, tended to offset the direct financial disadvantage. The account 
books of Mr. Gough ofUpton in the Northamptonshire Record Office cover the period 1866-1870 
and provide some indication of the gross profit margin from a typical grazing enterprise in the 
third quarter of the nineteenth century. The accounts are summarised overleaf in Table II :-

The slump in profitability in 1868 and the severe loss in 1870 may be attributed to increased 
production costs resulting from t~o ye~rs of s~er drought. A~ ~he sales prices suggest, Gough 
did not cut his losses by marketmg h1s cattle m a half-fat cond1t1on, but adopted the policy of 
increased oil-cake feeding. Accordingly his costs of production (including purchase price) in
creased from £24 10 0 in 1867 and £25 18 0 in 1869 to £26 18 0 and £32 10 0 per head in 

4 5 Heywood J.R.A.S. Ser. 2 (1866). 
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Year Purchase Sale No. Sheep Gross Cost + rent Profit Profit/ 
price/head price/head sold sold output + taxes (less profit head 

+ cake on sheep) 

1867 £18 4 0 £23 11 0 82 40 £2205 4 9 £2007 16 8 £188 8 1 £2 7 0 
(less profit 
on 40 sheep) 

1868 £19 8 0 £25 0 0 47 115 £1331 5 0 £1262 18 1 £28 6 11 12 0 
(less profit 
on 115 sheep) 

1869 £20 0 0 £23 0 0 77 87 £2166 6 9 £1992 17 8 £129 19 1 £1 14 0 
(less profit 
on 87 sheep) 

1870 £ 21 0 0 £25 0 0 47 0 £1191 0 0 £1525 0 0 Loss Loss 
£324 0 0 £7 0 0 

TABLE Il. 

1868 and 1870 respectively. These accounts emphasise the degree to which profitable cattle 
production was dependent upon a favourable season. 

Whilst the evidence presented in the latter part of this paper permits a glimpse into the 
fluctuating fortunes of the Midland grazier, an accurate and comprehensive view may only be 
obtained from the study of a wide range of farm accounts embracing varying acreages and soil 
types. It is hoped to present such information in a subsequent article. 

R. }. COLYER. 

PROFESSOR F. J. W. RouGHTON, whose obituary appears on p. 65 was engaged for many years 
on a book written in association with the late Magdalen King-Hall, which he has left in typescript, 
and which well deserves final editing and publication. 

The book deals with the elopement of Lady Harriet Wentworth, younger sister of the 
Marquis of Rockingham, in 1764, with her Irish footman, William Sturgeon, whom she married. 
This, however, is only the start of the story. With indefatigable industry, Professor Roughton 
traced the story of the descendants, the Sturgeons. Agnes the daughter married a Frenchman, 
Pierre Laschesnes Heude. Their eldest daughter Henriette (Harriet) married Dr. William 
Roughton (1778-1854) of Kettering in 1808. She died in 1874. They were the great-grandparents 
of Professor Rough ton. 

The male Sturgeons story gives a wonderful account of early 19th century social history, 
and one marvels at the forebearance and tolerance of two Lord Fitzwilliams in supporting their 
exigent relatives, one of whom had an entirely creditable career as a colonel in the army, who 
distinguished himself in the Peninsular. 

G.I. 
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How fortunate Northamptonshire is to have this delightful Restoration Diary !-it makes 
me envious: if only we had something similar for Cornwall . .. And now rendered doubly for
tunate by this model of meticulous scholarly editing. It sets a standard very difficult for anyone 
else to achieve, for Sir Gyles Isham gives us a Who's Who to Northamptonshire in the years after 
the Civil War and Restorati?n. What is remarkable is that he knows not only the gentry and clergy, 
who have left more memonals of themselves, but the yeomen farmers, lawyers, doctors, school
masters, about whom it is far more difficult to obtain information. He has tracked them all down 
with patience and a great deal of unassuming learning, to the places, the farms and houses wher~ 
they lived, and is able to tell us whether these still exist, unchanged or no. In the very numerous 
and full Notes he really gives us a portrait of Northamptonshire in Restoration days. 

In the Introduction _he pl~ces the D~ary in the persp~ctiv~ of the history of those years, 
and that of the !sham family, gives us a bwgraphy of the mtelhgent boy who kept this Latin 
Diary at his father's behest. We are grateful for this, for we naturally want to know how life 
turned out for him, lively and charming as he evidently was-rather sadly, for he was a young 
man when he died, still unmarried. 

Some points of interest for the general history of the time emerge. The year 1672 was 
marked by Charles II's secret treaty with Louis_ XIV and th~ir joining ~ogether to force war upon 
the Dutch. It is remarkable how unpopular this war was With the natlon at large and that both 
parties were at one in identifying Louis XIV's France as the real threat to England, not the Dutch. 
Sir Gyles notes that by 1672 neighbours in the country were burying their old Civil War quarrels. 
The Civil War had of course been an unmitigated disaster, and both sides had learned some 
sense from its folly; but the quarrels were to some extent continued in the form of party-conflict. 
Since people must quarrel, this was a less dangerous way of letting off steam. 

The Diary also brings home to us how much more informed about events at the centre 
country-people were than is usually supposed. Of course the !shams were gentry, on friendly 
terms with neighbouring grandees to the fore at Court, Sunderlands and Montagus, and received 
visits from passing notabiliti~s like the p~vo~shires. But they kept in ~ouch by going up to town, 
or, like the author of the Diary later, hvmg m London; they had their correspondents, and they 
regularly read their Gazette. They soon knew about the battles at sea in this naval war, though 
there is no possibility of their having heard the gunfire as some folks fancied-a frequent country 
illusion. It is through the innocent, if intelligent, eyes of a boy that we see events: of the goings-on 
of the sanctified Charles II we hear of his assiduity in touching for the King's Evil. The boy takes 
the facts of life in his stride, accepting the King's bastards as he does Dell's puppying, the littering 
of the ferrets, the breeding going on all round, the quarrels of husband and wife, the illegitimacies. 
And there are witches; while the outbreaks of violence, the murders recorded, reveal people as 
no better (if no worse) than in our enlightened age. 

The abiding charm of the Diary is in the perennial pleasure of country pursuits : planting 
out the walks, fruit-trees in the orchard, bowls on the lawn, horse-racing and cock-fighting (an 
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old gentleman in Cornwall told me that he could not restrain the surreptitious delight he still 
took in it), ferreting and coursing the hare, like Shakespeare on the Cotswolds. One great dis
appointment: Sir John Barnard, who married Shakespeare's granddaughter comes to dinner with 
news of the war. The old bore!-if only he had come with some information about his grand
father-in-law, how grateful we should be. In a previous generation the !shams had been interested 
enough to purchase a (now unique) copy of the 1599 edition of Venus and Adonis, besides quartos 
of the plays. 

Given such full measure in the editing, there is nothing that a reviewer can suggest, let 
alone add. But deer-stealing was a fairly regular pursuit among students at Oxford-Shotover 
Forest was much more extensive then-as we can see from Simon Forman's Autobiography. 
And one finds in the Throckmorton Diary-one or two references would have called to mind
that the Isham celebration of Christmas, entertaining the poor to dinner, calling in the Daventry 
musicians for several days, was in keeping with the custom a couple of generations before, in 
the Jacobean age, with Sir Arthur Throckmorton at Paulerspury. No reference to it-what a pity 
that Elizabethan house has gone, nothing but humps under the grass, and a unique monument 
in the church. 

Anyhow, the book brings Northamptonshire so vividly to mind that it makes me want 
to get into the car and go exploring its villages and by-ways, as in the days when I was writing 
Ralegh and the Throckmortons. 

A. L. ROWSE. 

The Diary of 
Thomas Ish am 
ofLamport 

edited by Sir Gyles I sham Bt preface by Sir George Clark 
This is the personal diary of a teenage boy of noble birth in seventeenth
century Northamptonshire, edited with copious notes by a direct descendant 
of the author. It presents a narrative of day to day life embracing both 
events of national importance and the perennial domestic and country 
pursuits, during one of the most turbulent periods of English history. 
"How fortunate Northamptonshire is to have this delightful Restoration 
diary._· And now rendered doubly fortunate by this model of meticulous 
scholarly editing." A. L. ROW SE 'HISTORY TODAY' 
original publication. 346pp with illustrations, maps & genealogical tables £5.00 

available from your bookseller, or direct from: 

GREGG INTERNATIONAL 
Westmead Farnborough Hampshire 
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"Daniel Ea ton", writes Miss Wake "was land steward to the third Earl of Cardigan, on 
whose absences from Deene he was required to keep his master informed in writing of everything 
relating to the estate and household which was under his control. The reader will therefore find 
in Ea ton's letters the picture of the running of a landed estate in Northamptonshire and Leicester
shire, and will also gain an impression of the country gentry of the period. In them we are also 
introduced by name to some two hundred farmers, craftsmen and labourers who are seen actively 
at work in the woods and fields and also to a number of professional men-stewards, clergy, 
lawyers, and surveyors in the neighbourhood of Deene or in London". The 167 letters here 
printed are thus detailed reports of a trusted retainer, couched in most respectful language, to an 
exacting master, and following an invariable protocol, thus: 

My Lord/ 
Master Brudenell continues very well, and my cold is better. I intend to appoint a day 

at the lattar [sic] end of next week to receive the arrears of Leicestershire wood. Mr. Elliot 
bought a great deal of old ash, and there is an account not stated of mony due to him for 
his son's board,. etc., b~fore your L?rdship wit~drew your bounty. I beg your Lordship 
would give me mstructwns about thts affatr, whtther to state and allow the account or to 
let it remain as it now is. 

The hounds, spaniels and horses are all very well. The deer are very well and don't 
dye, but the wet season has made them very poor. 

I am, 
Your Lordship's most humble and most faithful servant, 

February 9th, 1726 Dan: Ea ton 
[Direction endorsed:-] 

To the Right Honble. the Earl of Cardigan in Clifford Street, 
Burlington Buildings, London. 

Short as it is, this sample is typical of the whole collection, and the only reply expected 
was the "instructions" asked for in it. Miss Wake, well aware of all this, has carefully gathered 
together all that is known of the writer, his education and his literacy, and in her masterly Intro
duction (p. xviii) writes 

Class distinctions which vary from age to age, seem certainly to have been more fluid 
at this period than in the nineteenth century, and there were many persons of independence 
and some education then living in the villages who earned their livelihood as craftsmen, 
farmers and tradespeople, who could rise without much difficulty to a higher social status. 
Thus Dan, son of a tanner and brother-in-law of the village butcher, is described as a 
gentleman in Deene parish register on his marriage (21 February 1731), in his farm leases 
towards the end of his life, and in the copy of court roll of 1733 in which he appears as 
steward of the manor of Corby. He had probably assumed this description on his enrol
ment as an attorney in 1727. He appears as such in the entry of his burial in Deene parish 
register. 
The book is thus full of interest to the social-if hardly to the literary historian; but its 

chief appeal is, of course, to the Economist, for whom it supplies a wealth of new, factual knowledge 
of farming and estate management. The more general reader's enjoyment of this formidable mass 
of detail is much assisted by a useful Glossary of obsolete technical words and by a separate 
discussion of "The Language of the Letters" (pp. li-lvi) by Mrs. Deborah Webster. But even so 
the 140 pages of the text are heavy going, only made intelligible, let alone readable, by Miss Wake'~ 

1 No. 116, p. 97. 
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authoritative Introduction based upon her researches into the Brudenell2 family. In addition 
there are two fine portraits of Daniel Eaton and the Third Earl, six learned Appendices and an 
elaborate map of the family estates. 

Great care has been lavished on preparing the printed text, which presents special diffi
culties since Ea ton, though he wrote a good hand, was not fully literate. Only one of the original 
'letters' is reproduced in facsimile (p. 133), and to me it suggests that the transcribers-rather 
unwisely-have ignored his use of capital letters, his paragraphing and his punctuation. Without 
anywhere setting out precisely the rules followed in copying the letters, Mrs. Webster on p. lv 
explains that his sentences "may end with (if anything) a full stop or a dash or two". But the 
writing of such local records stretches far back into the Middle Ages and the 'dots' and 'dashes' 
are full of meaning. Their neglect, moreover, has led to an unhappy mistake throughout this 
volume. Daniel Eaton's signature here appears 167 times, and is invariably written, either "D: 
Eaton" or "Dan: Eaton". The two dots are due to the survival of medieval abbreviation; and it 
is unfortunate that both editors here refer to him continually as plain "Dan". Whether or not 
his friends called him Dan to his face, we shall never know. But it is absurd to suppose that in 
those days of social distinction, he ever called himself "Dan" on paper. So far as we know the 
use of nicknames in correspondence of this kind, was unknown in correspondence in the reign 
of George I. 

In the making of this remarkable and unusual book, both writers acknowledge valuable 
assistance from other scholars, among whom special mention should be made of Mrs. Howard 
Colvin, who, writes Miss Wake, "in a very busy life, has given her countless hours of experienced, 
and to Miss Wake most enjoyable, editorial and research assistance, without which this edition 
of Dan Eaton's letters would never have been finished". 

V. H. GALBRAITH. 
2 The Brudenells of Deene (1953). 

THE IDEA OF LANDSCAPE AND THE SENSE OF PLACE 1730-1840 

by JOHN BARRELL 

An approach to the poetry of John Clare 

(Cambridge 1972 244 pp. 6 plates Price £3.60) 

This book has a wider interest than appears from the title, which suggests only an appeal 
to the addicts of Clare, a poet of intense local interest but hardly of national stature. It is divided 
into three parts; the first two define attitudes to landscape found fairly generally among the 
sophisticated reading public in Georgian England. Dr. Barrell shows that the sources for the 
interest in the contemplation of landscape stemmed from Italy. The Grand Tour fashioned 
Englishmen's taste for Italian traditions of landscape; their collection of works by Poussin, 
Salvator Rosa and Claude crystallised it. Englishmen were taught by these painters to view 
landscapes as a series of planes parallel with the picture surface. The eye is led from plane to 
plane by a rapid diminution in the size of things to the horizon before it is brought circling back 
to the foreground. Barrel! claims that eighteenth century poets such as J ames Thompson and 
John Dyer were greatly influenced by these preconceptions. They cared little that the topography 
of a landscape was a representation of the needs of the people who had created it and the result 
is that their poems record a synthetic landscape. A parallel desire to manipulate and improve 
nature is of course found in the achievements of large-scale gardeners such as Capability Brown. 
Northamptonshire has fine examples of his work at Burghley and Castle Ash by. Contrasting with, 
but also united by, these aesthetic attitudes were those of what Barrell calls the "rural professional 
class"; tenant farmers, surveyors, lawyers and land agents, the new bourgeoisie of the Georgian 
countryside. These men were the readers of the Annals of Agriculture (started by Arthur Young 
in 1784) and the General Views of Agriculture. They equated beauty with utility, enthused over 
fat farming land with its expectations of good harvests, condemned wastes as dreary, described 
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mountains as rugged, unsightly and offensive to the eye. Their ideas in action produced the 
controlled linear enclosed landscape. 

The third part of the book, perhaps rather insecurely integrated into the rest, analyses 
the landscape which John Clare grew up in, shows how his views were coloured by the poetry 
he had read and demonstrates that Clare turned away from the mainstream of English poetry 
from considering the general to the particular. This part of the book will particularly appeal to 
those who love the county. 

Clare grew up in an unenclosed open field landscape where the lands, strips, furlongs and 
fields were divided into minute and intricate divisions familiar to the inhabitants of Helpston 
but unknown to outsiders and an object of fear and derision to the improvers. The Rev d. J ames 
Tyley attacked the open fields as "unbroken tracts that strained and tortured the sight". Clare's 
vision was limited by the village which was the centre of a road system designed as an internal 
network to connect different places within the parish. This microcosmic universe was shattered 
by the work of the rural professional class and the new topography of enclosure was imposed on 
Clare's world. The ancient internal lanes vanished. Helpston was connected to the outside world 
with straight roads. The parish now simply became a place on the way to somewhere else. The 
linear landscape replaced a circular one. It was now opened out by enclosure and made part of 
a much wider geographical area. 

Clare reacted strongly against these processes: he saw enclosure as a limiting and restricting 
influence on the men and livestock on the moors. 

"Fence now meets fence in owners little bounds ...... . 
With men and flocks imprisoned ill at ease." 

Barrell points out that a good deal of Helpston had already been enclosed in the 1770s 
and that Clare's complaint was not securely based on personal observation but is rather an indi
cation of interior stress. Being, for a literary critic, unusually well informed about the current 
state of historical thinking, he reckons that enclosure did not lead to rural depopulation in Helpston. 
In fact the reverse happened and Clare himself found fairly regular employment. Barrell, while 
recognizing the enduring value of Clare's admirable editors, the Tibbles, considers that they 
were unduly influenced by an uncritical acceptance of the generalisations of the Hammonds when 
writing their biographies of John Clare. This is an extremely interesting book; for those interested 
in the development of English aesthetic attitudes, for the historian of the landscape and for the 
perceptive student of the poet, John Clare. 

J. M . STEANE. 

THE PATTERN OF RURAL DISSENT: the NINETEENTH CENTURY 

by ALAN EVERITT 

(Leicester University Press) 90 pp. £1.20 

To the series of Occasional Papers, which he edits, Dr. Alan Everitt, Halton Professor of 
English Local History in the University of Leice~ter, h~s already contributed monographs on the 
Civil War in Kent and on changes in the provmces m the 17th century. He has also written 
elsewhere on Nonconformity in country parishes. There can be, as he says, no valid study of 
provincial society during the last three centuries, which does not take account of Nonconformity. 

His concern here is with the question: In what types of rural community did Dissent tend 
to find a foothold and flourish? For this purpose he has examined evidence from Northampton
shire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and Kent, relying for many of his facts on the census of 1851. 

Professor Everitt divides rural society into (I) freeholders' parishes, (2) boundary settle
ments between two parishes, (3) decayed mar~et towns, ( 4) in~ustrial villages, and (5) railhead 
and canal settlements. He believes that the vaned strength of D1ssent, as well as denominational 
differences, are due to significant differences in local society, apart from "purely personal and 
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spiritual causes". His tentative conclusions, based on more than twenty pages of statistical tables, 
are that, while rural Dissent in the mid-19th century was found in places of varied type, 
it flourished best 
(1) where there was an unusual degree of freedom-

"freedom either in the sense of comprising many small freeholders, self-employed 
craftsmen and tradesmen . . . or else in the sense of being situated well away from the 
nearest parish church and in many cases far from any manor-house". 

(2) in communities of either very early or very late origin, 

(3) Baptists and Congregationalists in large parishes and scattered forms of settlement, Metho
dists in smaller and more arable parishes of the limestone and lias belts. 

In the four pages specially devoted to Northamptonshire, Dr. Everitt notes that of the 
sittings in Church and Chapel in 1851, Anglicans possessed 56o/0 , Nonconformists 44o/0 • The 
latter came near the middle of the county table, for in Herefordshire they had only 25 o/0 , but in 
Cornwall 64o/0 • 

Baptists and Congregationalists were far stronger in Northamptonshire than in the other 
three areas studied. The reasons for . this are not closely examined, though attention is drawn to 
the fact that in the 18th century Philip Doddridge, the two Rylands and William Carey were 
influential figures in these parts and that their traditions go back through the 17th century into 
Elizabethan times. To the individuals Dr. Everitt names, Andrew Fuller should certainly be added 
and for the latter part of the 19th century the influences extending throughout the county of the 
Baptist J. T. Brown and the Congregationalist Thomas Arnold. There are serious limitations in 
a purely sociological approach. This becomes more evident when the large estates of the Duke of 
Buccleuch, the Marquess of Exeter, Earl Spencer, the Marquess of Northampton and Lord 
Lilford are remembered. They were hardly the most favourable soil for Dissent, but Professor 
Everitt's somewhat patronising comment "Beneath the lofty eyes of Victorian aristocrats . . . 
many a Northamptonshire chapel still lived out its own half-hidden life with a good deal of vigour", 
is hardly adequate. 

More work needs to be done before a satisfactory judgment as to the "pattern" can be 
made. In 1847, for example, the Baptist membership in Clipston was 181, in Guilsborough 115, 
in Hackleton 105, in Long Buckby 132, in Thrapston 153, and in Towcester 116. William Knowles 
was minister in Hackleton from 1812 to 1862 and started branch chapels in Bra:field-on-the-Green, 
Denton and Cogenhoe. Between 1860 and 1875 there were new Baptist chapels or extensions to 
existing buildings in Blisworth, Desborough, Earls Barton, Ecton, Harpole, Litchborough, 
Moulton and Wollaston, and I am confident this does not complete the list. 

Dr. Everitt speaks of ''the genius of the chapel community" and suggests that among the 
reasons for the rapid expansion of Dissent between 1760 and 1860 were the growth and mobility 
of the rural population, the craving for close fellowship, the vigour of local family dynasties, 
religious introspection and "the vast development of Dissenting hymnology". One must surely 
add the energising and cohesive effect of agitation for full civil rights, which stirred the village 
craftsman and the farm labourer as well as the townsman. 

This stimulating paper will surely lead to much more local research. 

E. A. PAYNE. 
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SHORTER NOTICES OF BOOKS RECEIVED 

Eye Life by the Revd. P. J. Randall (publ. by the author, The Revd. P. }. Randall, January 1972, 
40p. or by post from The Vicarage, Eye, 48p.). 

When the writer first came to Eye in 1961, he was told by a correspondent that "You 
seem to have alighted on a village which has singularly little history". The author rightly points 
out that to allege that any place has no history is as absurd as to say "a man has no grandfather". 
He has written a readable account of the village from early times including of course a full account 
of the Parish Church. This was rebuilt in 1846 to the designs of George Basevi, and is one of his 
last works, being built from his plans, although he did not live to supervise the construction. 
There is also a good biographical list of incumbents up to the present day. But the book is 
concerned with far more than the church and its vicars. It is, as it professes to be, an account of 
village life, and the author, who is vicar of the parish, is to be congratulated on a book which is 
easy to read and of unimpeachable scholarship. 

The Bede House and The College by Norman Groome (Borough of Higham Ferrers, 1972). These 
two short booklets give, in brief, the history of these two ancient foundations by Henry Chichele, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and a native of the town. In the 15th century there were no ola age 
pensions, but Chichele's pension of Id. a day to his Bedesmen was generous even by modern 
standards (as Mr. Groome points out the Bedesman's silver penny was worth more than the 
modern pension). The Bedesmen had, however, to be "true to the house" and to keep many 
rules and regulations. Today, of course, it is the recently restored building which is of interest 
mainly to the visitor to Higham Ferrers, and of this Mr. Groome gives a more than adequate 
account. The "Charity" is, of course, still administered although it is two hundred years since 
the Bedesmen have lived in the Bede house. Chichele's College has been less fortunate, since 
Henry VIII dissolved the College, which was surrendered to the Crown with its property in 1542. 
The buildings decayed and became in part ruinous, and as Mr. Groome says "but for the inter
vention of the Ministry of Works would have crumbled away in disuse". 

These two useful booklets were produced by the Amenities Society and the Corporation 
of Higham Ferrers, and can be obtained (20p. each plus postage) from either the Town Clerk or 
the Vicar of St. Mary's Church, Higham Ferrers. Mr. Norman Groome's work is of a very 
satisfactory standard from the historical point of view, and he has deposited copies at Delapre 
with full references and notes, which will be of great use to future students. 

The Local Community and the Great Rebellion by A. M. Everitt (The Historical Association 
Pamphlets, 1969: copies for non-members 20p. from the Secretary, 59a Kennington Park Road, 
London, S.E.ll). 

Northamptonshire has no history of the Civil War in the county to compare with the late 
Mary Coates' Cornwall in the Great Civil War published in 1933, and still, as Professor Everitt 
points out "one of the best local studies of the period". Nor has it a modern study like W. Ketton 
Cremer's book, published just before he died, Norfolk in the Civil War. 

Professor Everitt's pamphlet will go some way towards supplying this defect, although the 
need for a full study still exists. Professor Everitt contrasts the situation in Leicestershire and 
Northamptonshire. Leicestershire was a county of graziers, and the gentry, mostly living in modest 
manor-houses, were interested more in agriculture than the Court. In Leicester itself, most of the 
townmen still invested their money in stock farming, and some of the wealthiest inhabitants were 
grazing butchers. In Northamptonshire there was a very different social structure. In 1640, three 
quarters of the leading families in Northamptonshire (possibly four fifths), were of recent 
social origin. Through trade or the law or office under the Crown, they had purchased estates, 
and had built magnificent houses for themselves. These wealthy newcomers to the county provided 
the background of the leadership of the Parliamentary party, and the County Committees. They 
could challenge the power of the older Royalist ma.gna~es like the Earl of Northampton, who, 
moreover, were serving their King and his Court or m h1s army at Oxford. 
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This accounts for the fact that Leicestershire and even the County Town adopted a neutral 
attitude in the early stages of the War, whereas Northampton welcomed Essex and the Parlia
mentary garrison from the outset, and the Parliamentary caucus "had little difficulty in securing 
the county-town and most of the shire for their party". Professor Everitt's pamphlet is brief (27 
pages of text) but it is brilliantly perceptive and exhaustively researched. 

History of Education, Vol. I (ed. M. Seaborne, 1972, David Charles & Co., £2.95). 
The first volume of this new series promises much for the future. The Editor is well known 

to readers of Northamptonshire Past and Present and the first volume contains several articles of 
special interest to Northamptonshire readers. Diana Harding's article on "Mathematics and 
Science Education in Eighteenth Century Northamptonshire" is particularly interesting. In this 
article Miss Harding makes the point that Northampton emerged as the intellectual centre of 
the county in this century, not least due to the influence of such nonconformists as Pbilip 
Doddridge, who brought his academy to Northampton from Market Harborough in 1729. Mter 
Doddridge's death in 1752, the Academy moved to Daventry, and later transferred to North
ampton, where it was closed (in 1792) because "its liberal ideas had become a matter of concern 
to those who feared the spread of revolutionary ideas from France". Doddridge's Academy 
included geometry and algebra in its course for first year students, while "trigonometry, conic 
sections, celestial mechanics and natural and experimental philosophy" were included in the 
second year. The name of John Ryland, a Baptist Minister, deserves to be remembered no less 
than Doddridge as a pioneer of mathematical teaching. The fact that Northamptonshire "offered 
a favourable environment for the growth of scientific and mathematical ideas" was due to the 
size of the county, its stability and prosperity "and the considerable influence of the Dissenters". 

Other articles, although less directly concerned with Northamptonshire have, at times, 
considerable relevance to the social and economic conditions in the County. The Lord President 
of the Council in the Victorian era was, in effect, the Minister of Education, and this position 
was held by the then Earl Spencer, in an important period. 

One article deals with an earlier period, J ames Turner's on "The Visual Realism of 
Comenius". Comenius was not without his English disciples, and patrons, among them Lord 
Hatton of Kirby and Sir Justinian Isham of Lam port. Comenius anticipated many modern 
educational practices such as the use of what would now be called "visual aids". As the author 
says "Comenius believed that all human knowledge was founded on sense-data, implying that 
the early years of human life should be directed to the direct perception of empirical facts". 

This new publication promises to supply a gap in our knowledge of the past, the formulation 
and practical application of the theory of education, and it is to be warmly welcomed. 

G.I. 

EDITOR's NoTE: 

I would like to record that during the eleven years that I have edited Northamptonshire 
Past and Present it has been printed by Dalkeith Press Limited, Kettering, and I 
would like to bear witness to the help, far beyond what would normally be expected, 
I have had from Mr. Philip Cox, Mrs. Cox (a most careful proof-reader) and indeed 
from all the staff of Dalkeith Press Limited. I would also like to pay tribute to our 
member Miss Sylvia Riches for her splendid work in making the Indexes for 

Volumes Ill and IV. 

G.I. 
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OBITUARIES 

Lady Stenton 

THE sudden death on December 29th, 1971 of 
Lady StentonJ in the 78th year of her age and 
while preparing to leave her home at Reading 
for a visit to a friend in Rutland, came as a 
great shock to her many friends, and yet it may 
well be regarded as a painless and merciful end 
to a long, happy, and most fruitful life. 

Doris Mary Parsons was born at Woodley, a 
village near Reading, the daughter of J ospeh 
Parsons, who, according to her account, was a 
carpenter by trade with a business in Reading. 
Her mother was the village school-mistress at 
Woodley. Doris had a happy upbringing in 
rural surroundings, to which she owed her 
appreciation of Whitley Park Farm in later life. 
She became a history student of Professor 
Frank Merry Stenton at University College, 
Reading, where she took a first class degree and 
then became a lecturer in medieval history. 
The college acquired University status in 1926, 
and she was promoted to a readership there in 
1956. 

Her marriage to Professor (later Sir Frank) 
Stenton took place on November 8th, 1919. 
For the first few years they lived near Reading, 
but in 1926 the University gave them the use 
of Whitley Park Farm, a large 18th century 
farm-house on the outskirts of the town, where 
they spent the rest of their lives. From 1946 to 
1950 Sir Frank was Vice-Chancellor of the 
University. Lady Stenton retired in 1959, but, 
as with so many scholars, for both of them 
retirement only meant that they worked harder 
than ever at their own books. 

Doris Stenton was a first class historian) who, 
through many years of intensive and laborious 
research in original records, added much to 
our knowledge of the legal and social conditions 
of England in the early middle ages, particu
larly in the reign of King John. Her work did 
not overlap with that of her husband, for hers 
started in 1166, at the date where his left off. 

In 1923 she revived the Pipe Roll Society, of 
which she was general editor for 38 years, 

writing herself the Introductions to many of 
the volumes covering the reign of King John 
(the Pipe Rolls being the annual accounts of 
the sheriffs for every county in the realm for 
the year 1129/30 and which survive with few 
breaks from 1154 to 1834,-a series unique in 
Europe). She also edited with introductions the 
earliest Assize Rolls for six different counties 
including that for Northamptonshire for A.D~ 
1202 and 12031 of which, being one of our 
Record Society's publications, a few words may 
be said. 

The quality of her work and the attractive 
Y'ay i~ which she prese?ted it is at once apparent 
m thts volume, pubhshed in 1930. "North
ampton lies in the centre of England" she 
begins, "with nine counties bordering its ~hire. 
Northampton itself is the meeting-place of 
more ancient roads than any other county town 
. . . Two of the most important councils of 
Henry II's reign were held there. In 1209 the 
Exchequer sat at Northampton from Michael
mas to Christmas . . . King John visited the 
town on no less than thirty separate occasions. 
The earliest Northamptonshire assize rolls, the 
only ones that survive from John's reign, are 
printed in this book". What a splendid opening 
to one of the earliest volumes of a County 
Record Society! 

The itineraries of the judges-two of whom 
Simon and Martin de Pateshall, were North~ 
amptonshire men-and the organisation of their 
work are then discussed, together with the 
murders and robberies, the sale of villeins and 
of wine, the changing of market days from 
Sunday to Saturday, and the many other 
offences which are printed later in the book. 
The introduction, in fact, is a model of pro
found learning interestingly presented. When, 
at the opening of the Society's Record Rooms 
in the County Hall at Northampton in 1930 by 
Lord Hanworth, Master of the Rolls, this 
slight and pretty young woman stepped forward 

1 N.R.S. Volume V, The Earliest Northamptonshire 
Assize Rolls 1202 and 1203. (1930). 
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to present to him a copy of her book, there was 
something like a gasp of surprise among the 
crowded audience, who had probably expected 
to see an old grey-beard with bulging forehead 
and spectacles. This volume, together with its 
predecessor, Facsimiles of Early Charters2 edited 
by Professor Stenton, are the two books which 
placed our Society in an assured position in 
the scholarly world. 

In 1950 appeared Sir Christopher Hatton's 
Book of Seals, 3 of which Lady Stenton and the 
late Lewis Loyd were the joint editors, she 
again contributing a splendid Introduction to 
this important collection of medieval charters, 
made in the 17th century by the owner of 
Kirby Hall. 

During the second World War, when resident 
domestic servants disappeared and Lady 
Stenton had to do her own cooking, much of 
the housework and all the washing-up (which 
she found tiresomely "repetitive" as she told 
me), her rate ofliterary production was naturally 
slowed down, but she carried gallantly on, and 
her historical work was finally recognised by 
the conferment on her of the degree of Doctor 
of Letters by the University of Oxford in 1968, 
to the great pleasure of all her friends. She was 
also one of the first women to be elected a 
Fellow of the British Academy. 

In addition to the works mentioned above J 

the most important of her other publications 
include English Society in the Early M iddle Ages 
1066-1307; The English Woman inHistory; K ing 
John and the Courts of Justice; English J ustice 
between the Norman Conquest and the Great 
Charter, 1066-1215. 

Sir Frank Stenton died in 1967 after a long 
illness. His widow devoted the rest of her life 
to (1) the publication of a volume of his 
Collected Papers,4 to which she added a com
plete bibliography of his works; (2) seeing 
through the press the third edition of his 
magnum opus, Anglo-Saxon England; and, (3) 
writing a detailed and admirable account of his 
life for the Proceedings of the British A cademy 
for October, 1968 (Vol. 54), which was later 
reprinted as a separate volume. 5 

2 N.R.S. Vol. IV. Facsimiles of Early Charters from 
Northamptonshire Collections. (1930). 

a N .R.S. Vol. VIII. 
4 Preparatory to Anglo-Saxon England. B eing the 

Collected Papers of Frank Merry S tenton. O.U.P., 
(1970). 

6 Frank Merry S tenton. O.U.P., 108 pp., 7s. 

Mter Sir Frank's death Lady Stenton carried 
on by herself at Whitley Park Farm, but was 
surrounded by a band of devoted friends. Her 
own health, however, gradually declined, and 
she was troubled by increasing deafness. She 
was, alas! unable to attend the celebration at 
Delapre Abbey on June 5th, 1971, of the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of the N orthamp
tonshire Record Society, remarking in her 
letter that it was the first important occasion 
in its history at which she had not been present. 

"Together they [the Stentons] formed," as 
Professor Galbraith has written, "an impressive 
and at times a formidable combination in 
English learning . . . The scholarship of both 
is marked by a new and greater expertise in 
dealing with the sources of medieval history jn 
the original manuscripts never fully attained in 
the 19th century, and these new standards are 
reflected in the publications of local history 
institutions, and most notably in the Lincoln 
and Northamptonshire Record Societies".6 For 
the inspiration of Frank and Doris Stenton 
which led to the formation of our Society 52 
years ago, and for their continued interest and 
support to the end of their lives, as well as for 
the light they have both of them thrown on the 
dark regions of English history, our members 
will surely ever hold them in honoured and 
grateful remembrance. 

Mrs. George Brudenell 

By the death, early in 1972, of Mrs. George 
Brudenell, (widow of the late Squire of Deene 
who died in 1962) Northamptonshire has lost 
an outstanding personality who was greatly and 
widely beloved. Known as " Tommie" to her 
relations and nearest friends, she was Mary 
J ulia, the eldest of the three daughters of the 
late Mr. Stephen Schilizzi who came to live in 
the County in 1905. Both he and Mrs. Schilizzi 
were of Greek descent. 

Mrs. Brudenell was born in 1898, and during 
the last two years of the First World War, she 
served in Italy in the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade, as a driver with the 26th Motor Ambu
lance Convoy based on Genoa. Her marriage 
to Mr. Brudenell- a most original and inter
esting man-took place in 1923 and thence-

6 A merican Historical R eview. Vol. 76, No. 4 (1971), 
p. 1123. 
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forward until his death in 1962 her home was 
at Deene Park, which became one of if not the 
most hospitable of all the great houses of the 
County. 

Of a naturally warm-hearted and friendly 
disposition it was perhaps as a hostess that Mrs. 
Brudenell chiefly excelled, but she was, in 
addition, a woman of real ability who threw 
herself with unbounded enthusiasm into the 
occupations and causes nearest to her heart. 
Chief among these were her farm with its well
known herd of Guernsey cattle; and choral 
singing, for which she did so much through her 
organising work, both for the Mid and North 
Northamptonshire Musical Competitions. In 
this last connection her own choir, drawn from 
the two small villages of Deene and Deenthorpe, 
was particularly dear to her. Not a good sight 
reader she would spend long hours at the piano 
memorising all the four parts of each work to 
be studied at those wonderful choir practices in 
the ball-room at Deene, often carrying her 
choristers later to victory at the Competitions 
in the Great Hall at Oundle SchooL 

Among outstanding occasions during those 
40 years at Deene which will live long in local 
memory, may be mentioned Queen Mary's visit 
in 1937, the coming-of-age ball of the present 
Squire in 1950, the entertainment of the Royal 
Archaeological Institute in 1953, the banquet 
to celebrate the centenary of the Battle of 
Balaclava in 1954 which was honoured by the 
presence of Prince Philip and the Duke of 
Gloucester, and last but not least that great 
reception at Deene in 1956 addressed by 
Lord Evershed, Master of the Rolls, at which 
was launched the campaign for the preservation 
of Delapre Abbey. The cause of history owes 
much to Mrs. Brudenell, who was a member of 
the Record Society for 47 years. 

After her husband's death Mrs. Brudenell 
moved to Glapthorne, where, as another Mrs. 
Brudenell of Deene had done three centuries 
earlier, she spent the years of her widowhood. 
She died on I anuary 20th, 1972, after a long 
illness. May we offer our sincerest sympathy 
to her children, grandchildren and to the other 
members of her family by whom she will be 
sadly missed. So many came to her funeral that 
the church would not hold them and a large 
crowd had to stand for the service in the 
churchyard. As one who was in the employment 
of Squire Brudenell at the time of his marriage 
and who has lived at Deene ever since, so truly 

said at the time of her death: "She was a friend 
to all". 

Her ashes were buried beside those of her 
husband in Deepings, that beautiful wood 
bordering on Deene Park. 

"Here, here's their place, where 
meteors shoot, clouds form 

Lightnings are loosened, ' 
Stars come and go! let joy break with 

the storm-
Peace let the dew send!" 

Professor F. J. W. Roughton 

WE regret to record the death of Professor 
F. I. W. Roughton on 29 April, 1972. Professor 
Rough ton was the son of the late I ohn Paul 
Roughton, a well-known Kettering doctor and 
came of a. Kettering. family, many of ~horn 
had been m the medtcal profession. Professor 
Ro~~hton was an eminent scientist, Fellow of 
Tnmty College, Cambridge, and a Fellow of 
the Royal Society since 1936. He was I ohn 
Humphrey Professor of Colloid Science in the 
University of Cambridge from 194 7 to 66 and 
had many distinctions in scientific work as' well 
as publishing important contributions on 
Physico-Chemical subjects in learned journals. 

Professor Roughton was a keen member of 
the . Rec?rd Society and listed genealogy and 
famtly htstory as among his hobbies in "Who's 
~~o". For this purpose he was a frequent 
vtsttor to the Northamptonshire Record Office 
and always willing to give of his great knowledge 
on these subjects to enquirers. 

In hi~ Will, Professor R?ughton left £100 to 
the Soctety and any of hts papers relating to 
his family history, of which he had accumulated 
a great many. 

He g~ve the new gates to Kettering Parish 
Ch~rch m m em or~ of t~e Rough ton family and 
thetr long connectiOn wtth Kettering. 

To his widow, a daughter of the late Professor 
B. Hopkinson, FRS, we extend our sympathy. 
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Colonel Nigel Stopford-Sackville, C.B.E. 

We deeply regret to announce the death of 
Colonel Stopford-Sackville on December 1st, 
1972. He was one of the Trustees of the Society, 
and always took a great interest in its welfare. 
His Drayton (privately printed, 1939) was a 
model account of the great house he owned, 
which he loved deeply. He always helped writers 
of any articles concerning Drayton, and its 
owners, and only last year allowed us to photo
graph and reproduce his portrait of the "Pro
testant" Duke of Norfolk. 

This is not the place to mention in detail his 
record of public work in the County on the 
County Council, the County Agricultural Com
mittee, Country Landowners Association, and 
the Territorial Association, etc. In all these 
spheres, he will be much missed. 

A Memorial Service was held at All Saints, 
Northampton, on January 11th, 1973, at which 
the address was given by the Rt. Rev. Cyril 
Eastaugh. 

The Countess Spencer, D.C.V.O. 

Cynthia Countess Spencer died on December 
4th, 1972 and an impressive memorial service 
was held at All Saints Church, Northampton 
on December 12th, when the Bishop of London 
gave the address. Lady Spencer was the wife of 
our Trustee, the former Lord Lieutenant of the 
County, Earl Spencer. By her charm and 
thoughtfulness she endeared herself to the 
people of Northamptonshire, and Lord Spencer 
could have had no more helpful wife for fifty 
years in his long career of public work. We 
offer him all our sympathy in his loss. 

The news of the above deaths came too late for 
more than a brief mention in this year's North
amptonshire Past and Present. 

CLARE DocuMENTS 

IN these days of manuscript drain to America, it is good to record that Northampton Public Library 
bought at Sotheby's on 27th June, 1972, with the aid of grants, another important collection of 
Clare material. It will be remembered that almost exactly two years previously the Library 
acquired the collection described in an article "John Clare: some unpublished documents of the 
Asylum period" (Northamptonshire Past and Present, vol. 3, No. 5, 1964, pp. 190-198). This new 
collection comprises twelve autograph letters from Clare dated March 1820-January 1831 (ten 
belong to the period 1820-21) to his publishers Taylor and Hessey (nine to John Taylor and 
three to J. A. Hessey), and was formerly in the possession of the Buxton Formans father and son, 
pioneer and scholarly editors of Keats' writings. Indeed, these letters contain many references of 
great interest to Keats-comments on his poetry, concern over his illness and death, and the 
draft of Clare's sonnet to the memory of Keats which is introduced with the words: "I send you 
my sorrows for poor Keats while his memory is warmly felt-they are just a few beats of the 
heart-the head has nothing to do with them-therefore they will stand no criticism". The letters 
also discuss at length Clare's own poetry, its composition, revision (by Taylor) and publication, 
and contain the drafts of three other poems-"The small wind whispers thro the leafl.ess hedge", 
the sonnet "To Time" and a 24-line Song "Fill the foaming cups again", the last of which appears 
to be unpublished. 

(Communicated by the Librarian, The Public Library, Northampton. ) 
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Some of tile Trtttles 1111tl Trtttler MemiJers of 

THE NORTHAMPTON CHAM-ER QF TRADE 
' Phone 

BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS 
W . Mark & Co. (1935) Ltd. 

(Established 1745) - - 27 The Drapery - 39400 

BUILDING SOCIETIES 
Anglia Building Society - 85 Abington Street 34800 
Northampton & Midlands 

Building Society 60 Gold Street- - 37422 

BUTCHERS 

G. J. Douglas -

CHINA STORES 

Church 's China Stores 

CONFECTIONERS 

-{ 12 Abington Square 39208 
32 Hunter Street - 38949 

f 47 The Drapery - 35966 
- l_ 15-17 Sheep Street 38082 

J. Lawrence & Co. - - 35 St. Gifes Street 37939 

DEPARTMENTAL STORES 

MOTOR ENGINEERS 
Beard & Son 

' Phone 

(Motor Engineers) Ltd . 34-42 Abington Av. 35455/6 

NEWSAGENTS & TOBACCONISTS 
AUTOMATIC CATERING 

Sidney Childs - - - - 332 Weflingboro' Rd. 37986 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT & TYPEWRITERS 
Bransons (Northants) - 34 St. Gifes Street 36708 

PRINTERS 
Guildhall Press 

(Northampton) Ltd . -

J. Stevenson Halt Ltd. 
Mercury Press (Northamp

ton Mercury Co. Ltd.) 
Xpres Printers Ltd . - -

Moulton Industrial 
Estate 
152 Balmoral Road 

The Parade 
Norman-D-Gate 
Bedford Road 

37734 

36747 

34777 
38703 

Northampton Co-operative 
Society Ltd . - - - - 64 Abington Street 34866 RADI 0 & TELEVISI 0 N 

FABRICS 
Phillips's Fabrics 

Curtain Fabrics - - 20-22 Abington Sq. I 37446 f 27 York Road - - r /7 Dress Fabrics - - -L 45 Gold Street - -j 

FINE ART DEALERS 
York Studios Gallery 

(Prop. : John A. Tysom) 20 York Road - - 31509 

FIREPLACE SHOWROOMS AND 
TILE CENTRE 

A. Bell & Co. Ltd . - - Kingsthorpe Works 37501 

FLORISTS 

Jack Haddon Ltd .- - - 51 St. Gi/es Street 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

31368 
33024 

Ann Bonham & Son - - 71 St. Giles Street 34368/9 

HOUSE FURNISHERS 
Hemmings Brothers { 26 Abington Square } 32334 

(Northampton) Ltd. 27 York Road 30849 
Jeffery Sons & Co. Ltd . - Gold Street 39351 
A. Watts & Sons Ltd . - 80 Abington Street 38212 

County Radio Co. , 22-24St. Leonards Rd. 61946 
F. A. Goode Ltd. - - - 5 Towcester Road- 61201 

30 Kingsley Park Ter . 39139 
I Oa Harborough Rd. 38247 

Serv ice Factory Rothersthorpe Cres . 62591 

RESTAURANTS 
Lawrence 's Coffee Shop - 37 St . Gifes Street 

SHOE RETAILERS 

W . H. Bonham 

37939 

(Established 1856) - - 33 St. Gifes Street 36147 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 

Wiggins & Co. Ltd . I (36258 
(Incorporating ?- 6 Abington Street ~ 36259 
G. T. Durant) - - - J l 36766 

Towcester 423 
Weflingboro' 2136 

WATCHMAKERS & JEWELLERS 

E. Brugger - - - - - 8 Abington Square 34367 
A. E. Prouse & Son - - 64 St. Giles Street 39484 

WOOL, ART NEEDLEWORK & BABY WEAR 
A. & J. Edmunds - - - 36 St. Giles Street 37768 
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Coiiet•s 

Peterborough Bookshop 
Suppliers to Public Libraries, Colleges, Schools 

Education Authorities and Industry. 
We will be pleased to arrange an exhibition 

of books of interest on your own 

premises if desired, 
contact the Manager at 

3 Westgate Peterborough PE1 1 PU 
Telephone: 0733 - 62075 

lndeJt to Ad11ertlsers 
PAGE 

Collet's 68 

Cox, W. T. & Co. Ltd. . .. 44 
Creative Printers Ltd. 36 

Dalkeith Press Ltd. Inside back cover 

Daventry Development Corporation... 18 

Gregg International 56 

Marriott, Robert, Ltd. . .. Inside front cover 

Northampton Chamber of Trade 67 

Northampton Development Corp. ... 4 

Scott Bader & Co. Ltd. . . . Inside back cover 
Timsons Ltd. 

Ward, W. G. 
43 

36 
Weatherby Woolnough Ltd. 44 
Weetabix Ltd. 43 

White, John (Footwear) Ltd .... Back cover 

Bound Volumes 
OF 

''Northamptonshire 
Past and Present" 

Volume I (1948-1953) 
The six parts bound in red cloth, complete with index 

Price to Members, £2.10; Non-members, £2.50 
(plus postage and packing) 

Volume 11 (1954-1959) 
PRICES AS FOR VOLUME I 

Volume Ill (1960-1965) 
Price to Members, £2.25; Non-members, £2.65 

(plus postage and packing) 

Volume IV (1966-1971) 
Price to Members, £2.50; Non-members, £3.00 

(plus postage and packing) 



The Home of 
Scott Bader 
W ollaston Hall is the old 
setting of one of N orthamp
tonshire's most lively young 
industries. Polyester resins, 
polymer emulsions and PVC 
plasticisers are made in these 
beautiful grounds. A com
munal ownership company 
welding past and present in 
the service of the future. 

SCOTT BADER 
SCOTT BADER CO. LIMITED 
Wollaston Wellingborough 
Northants. Tel.: Wellingboro' 4881 

GJJalkeith CJ>ress Jjd. 
O?rinters 0 Stationers 

21::26 GJJalkeith 9?lace, !Xettering 

phone 2574 

Printers of this and many other cultural and industrial publications 



John White Footwear has been contributing to the prosperity of 
Northamptonshire for more than half a century, with its headquarters 
in the ancient town of Higham Ferrers. The company is proud to be 
an integral part of the local community and its own workers 
produced the work of art above to symbolise this feeling. lt is a high 
altar frontal made entirely of leather which John White Footwear has 
presented to the 13th Century Church of the Blessed Virgin, 
Higham Ferrers. 

~ JDHD~ 

~WHIT~ 
John White Footwear Limited, Higham Ferrers, Wellingborough, Northants 
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