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THE KETTERING WORSTED INDUSTRY OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

Part 1 Origins, Products and Organisation of the Industry 

MoRTON, in his "Natural History of Northamptonshire", speaking of Kettering in the early years 
of the eighteenth century (Fig. 1 ), says it "is a Place of Great Trade, and very full of People; 
both of which are chiefly owing to the Woollen Manufacture" .I In contrast, a footnote in the 
Census Return of 1821, shows that, of a total population of 3,668, 1,805 were paupers.2 These 
two dates virtually span the era of the Kettering worsted industry. Neither marks the beginning 
nor the end of the industry, because, it is clear, that it had its roots in the first years after the 
Commonwealth, and its collapse came with the Napoleonic Wars, although it lingered on pain
fully during the first years of the nineteenth century. 

During the industry's relatively short existence, it occupied a very important part in the 
economic life of the region. Nationally, as well, it was of some significance. In the first half of 
the eighteenth century it was sending somewhere in the region of 1,000 pieces of shalloons per 
week to London,3 while in comparison, Defoe4 estimated that Halifax was producing about 
100,000 pieces yearly in the early 1720s. Estimates of the numbers employed are difficult to 
establish owing to the nature of the domestic industry, although Donaldson states that some 
5,000 to 6,000 people were engaged in the industry at the beginning of the French Revolutionary 
Wars. 5 Comparable figures for Norwich were 72,000 and for the West Riding 80,000 in the 
worsted industry in 1770.6 

Thus, while any eighteenth century statistics 7 must be treated with considerable caution, 
they do suggest a not-insignificant industry. At the same time, at least in the early years of the 
Kettering industry, Yorkshire was not a serious rival in worsteds, 8 since it was largely concerned 
with the woollen industry. 

The Kettering worsted industry was essentially a product of the domestic system, at the 
same time, it began ·its life and continued its growth through a period of generally expanding 
trade, and while the factors which lay behind its inception remained valid, it could prosper. Its 
supplies of raw materials were locally available. Cloth, of a type, could be produced as cheaply 
and efficiently as in any other domestic industry. Nearness to the national market and outlet of 
London, in comparison to the other major areas of the north and west country, offset the difficulty 
of inland transport. During the eighteenth century, however, the tide was moving steadily against 
the region, and although progress never quite caught up, because the death-blow was dealt by 
war, it was these changes, which will be considered later_, that ensured that there was no revival 
for the industry after Waterloo. 

In .this paper, which is in two parts, an attempt is made to examine the nature of the 
Kettering worsted industry, the products of its looms and its organisation. Tentative suggestions 
are also put forward to explain the origins and course of the industry. Much has been omitted, 

1 J. Morton, Natural History of Northamptonshire 
(1712), p. 26. 

2 Census of England and Wales, 1821. Enumeration 
Abstract (1822), p. 223. 

3 Anonymous. A Short Essay On Trade in Gen
eral ... (1741), Brit. Mus. 1029 d 4(2), p. 39. 

4 D. Defoe, A Tour Through Britain. Everyman 
Edition (1928), Vol. 2, p. 87. 

6 J. Donaldson, A General View of the Agriculture 

of the County of Northampton (1794), p. 11. 
6 J. Heaton, The History of the Yorkshire Woollen 

and Worsted Industry (1920), Edition 1965, p. 275. 
7 See Appendix (to be included with Part 2). 
8 J. Heaton, op. cit., pp. 264-276. Heaton suggests 

that the worsted industry was revived in Yorkshire, 
notably around Halifax, in the first decades of the 
eighteenth century. Its early growth was slow, but by 
1770 it was rivalling Norfolk. 
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for example, little mention is made of the surrounding towns and villages, where the industry 
was also important. Such a study must follow a close inspection of the available documents, for 
example, the militia lists, for each of these parishes, and it is clear that light will be thrown on 
the question of the regional extent of the industry when V. A. Hatley and B. A. Bailey's book on 
"The Northamptonshire Militia Lists" 9 is published. In the first part of the paper the discussion 
will be devoted to a consideration of the origins, products and organisation of the industry, while 
the second part (to be published in the next issue) will consider the history of the industry. 

THE ORIGINS OF THE INDUSTRY 

The establishment of an important worsted industry in the Kettering region can be 
attributed to one major factor, the presence of a local supply of long-staple wool. Until the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, the Midland Counties had held a reputation as producers of 
fine short-staple wool, which was used in the manufacture of woollen cloths. However, with the 
improvement in pasturage as a result of enclosures, the quality of the sheep improved, and with 
this improvement a lengthening of the wool took place.10 Thus, whereas at the beginning of 
the sixteenth century, the worsted industry was largely confined to the Norwich area, by the 
beginning of the eighteenth century these changes in the type of wool grown brought with them 
an extension in the areas producing worsted cloths, or at least cloths using long-staple wool for 
the warp. 

By the beginning of the eighteenth century, Northamptonshire had earned high praise 
as a county producing long-staple wool, although Morton perhaps overstresses the quality of the 
wool when he says, "in many of the Pastures they have Excellent Wooll, fine, white, and long 
hair' d ... and as there is no County in England a better Race of Sheep than here, if you take 
the whole County throughout, so the Wooll is generally good" .11 Presumably Leicestershire and 
parts of Lincolnshire would have disputed this claim. 

The change from short- to long-staple wool was an encouragement to the establishment 
of a local industry, since the water requirements in the manufacture of worsted were less than 
those needed for woollen cloths. Fulling was not necessary in the manufacture of a true worsted, 
and rarely done when long and short wool were used together. A water supply f.or washing and 
scouring, though, was to hand in the Welland and Nene or their tributaries. Wood, for use by 
the woolcombers, could be obtained locally from Rockingham Forest, and fuller's earth was to 
be found at Woburn in Bedfordshire, 12 although how far this was used in the Kettering industry 
is not known. 

Historically, there were procedents for a woollen industry in. the area, for during the 
fourteenth century cloth was being made at Stamford, 13 and in the fifteenth century weaving was 
being carried on in Northampton. By the close of the sixteenth century, however, the Northamp
ton industry had decayed and although fitful attempts were made to revive it14 in the first half of 
the seventeenth century, these came to nothing. 

The ability to weave was widespread prior to the Industrial Revolution, and was carried 
on in many areas, if only on a very small scale. At the same time, contact with the industry was 
maintained through the wool trade. In the sixteenth century, the Brudenells were dealing in this 
trade and Sir Thomas Brudenell was a Merchant of the Staple.15 Dr. Ramsey, in his book on the 

9 The Northamptonshire Militia Lists, 1777, edited 
byV.A.Hatleyand B.A.Bailey, to be published by the 
Northamptonshire Record Society. In correspondence 
Hatley has kindly shown that in the villages to the 
North and West of Kettering such as Braybrooke, 
Clipston, Great Oxenden, Rothwell, Sibbertoft, 
Cransley, Cottingham and Corby, the industry was 
particularly important, and in all these cases weavers 
accounted for at least one-third of the males in the 
Militia List of 1777. 

10 P . J. Bowden, The Wool Trade in Tudor and 
Stuart England (1962), pp. 25-37. 

11 }. Morton, op. cit ., p. 16. 
12 }. Smith, M emoirs of Wool (1747), Brit. Mus. 959 

c. 19, 20, Vol. II, p. 475. 
13 J. Heaton, op. cit. , p. 16. 
14 }. Hart, Diet of the Diseased (1633), p. 149. 
15 M. E . Finch, The Wealth of Five Northampton

shire Families 15 40-1640, Northamptonshire Record 
Society, Vol. XIX, (1956), p. 139. 
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!sham Accounts, has shown how, during the same century, the !shams were buying cloth from 
Halifax to sell elsewhere.16 

What was required then was the individual initiative and capital to organise the latent 
advantages and skills of the area into an industry, which would be capable of selling in the 
national market. This was provided by the Jorden (variously spelt Jordan) family, who, it seems, 
originated from Thornby to the west of Kettering. Morton says, "the Woollen Manufacture 
(was) introduced and settled there (Kettering), about Fifty Years ago, by Mr. Jordan, whose 
Posterity now manage a considerable Part of it".l7 Benjamin Martin, later in the century, claims 
that the "trade was first introduced by Mr. John Jordan in the last century".18 

The reasons for the ultimate choice of Kettering by the J or den family are not clear and 
may well be the result of personal whim. We need to know more about the family. Certain towns 
in the area, however, would not have commended themselves. In Northampton attempts to re
establish a woollen industry had already failed, and by the end of the Commonwealth, the boot 
and shoe industry was becoming firmly established.19 Wellingborough, Morton describes as the 
second town of the county with an important corn market and very profitable lace-making 
industry.20 

As well as these factors, Kettering possessed a number of advantages. It was a market 
town, for even in the era of the domestic industry, with its reliance on the work of many hands, 
it was essential to have a centre where raw materials, either in the form of wool or woollen yarn, 
could be obtained. The many stages involved in the production of the finished cloth meant ' that 
a considerable amount of movement was involved. Thus a central collecting point was needed. 

The wool used in the industry, then, was local in origin. At no time did the industry 
attain such proportions that large imports of wool would have been essential. In fact the isolated 
nature of the area, with its extremely poor roads, would have acted against large scale imports. 
Defoe, in his tour, describes the roads of the area, "from hence (Althorp) we went north to 
Harborough, and in the way, in the midst of the deep dismal roads, the dirtyest and worst in all 
that part of the country, we saw Boughton".21 If anything, it would seem, that in spite of a 
prosperous local industry, much wool was still being exported from the county. As Morton says, 

"a great part of our Pasture-Wooll is bought up by Factors, and convey'd to Sturbridge 
Fair, and thence to Norwich, and to Braintry, Bocking, and Colchester ... A part of it is 
us'd within the County, being com'd and weav'd into Serges, Tammies, and Shaloons at 
Kettering and other Towns. The Fallow, or shorter Wooll is usually sent into Yorkshire, 
and to the West, to Cirencester and Taunton". 22 

Further evidence comes from "A short essay upon Trade in general ... " published in 1741, 
where it is stated that, 

"Northampton, Leicester, and Warwickshire had also Manufacturies of their own, tho' not 
sufficient to consume all the Combing Wool they grow". 23 

Thus, even when the local market had been supplied there was a surplus. 

THE PRODUCTS OF THE INDUSTRY 

The general economic climate during the latter half of the seventeenth and the eighteenth 
centuries was, on the whole, favourable to an expansion of industry and trade. As has been shown 
during this period, the Kettering area possessed certain advantages which allowed it to participate 
in this period of expansion. However, while the factors of local wool, a water supply, wood and 

16 S. D. Ramsey,John !shams Accounts. Northamp
tonshire Record Society, Vol. XXI. 

11 J. Morton, op. cit., p. 26. 
18 B. Martin, Natural History of England (1763) 

Vol. II, p. 126. 
19 P. R. Mounfield, The Footwear Industry of the 

East Midlands. II. Northamptonshire from Medieval 

Times to 1700, East Midland Geographer, Vol. 3, pt. 
7, no. 23, 1965, p. 396. 

20 J. Morton, op. cit., p. 25. 
21 D. Defoe, op. cit. Vol. 2, p. 87. 
22 J. Morton, op. cit., p. 16. 
23 A Short Essay ... op. cit., p. 39. 
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relative nearness to London, encouraged the establishment of a woollen industry, they, at the 
same time, imposed certain limitations, which played a large part in directing the form which 
the industry took and the products it made. 

The wool from the local sheep was primarily long wool, and although it was associated 
with short, its presence ensured that it was the more valuable form. Coupled with this was the 
limitation imposed by water supply, for while the Ise and Nene could be used for washing and 
scouring purposes, their use for water power, especially in the case of the Ise, was strictly limited. 
Thus fulling would not have been an important stage in the manufacture of the cloth. As a result, 
Kettering made worsted cloths, which required long-staple wool and no fulling. 

It would be dangerous though to be dogmatic about the question of fulling, for an 
apprenticeship indenture of 172524 indicates that at least one mill was at work on the Nene when 
Thomas Parnell, a poor child of Kettering, was apprenticed to Thomas Dyson of Williot Mills, 
Woodford, to learn the craft of "scouring or fulling of cloth or stuffs". 

Kettering was producing a range of cloths, such as serges, tammies, shalloons, calamancoes 
and everlastings. The evidence is not clear that they were all worsted cloth, for the term "serge" 
was used for a pure worsted as in the case of a Suffolk say, or when long-staple wool was used 
for the warp and short-staple for the weft, as in the case of Exeter serges. In his pamphlet of 1738 
the "Northamptonshire Manufacturer"25, however, places serges, tammies, calamancoes, ever
lastings and shalloons in a list of cloths made entirely from combing wool, that is they were 
worsteds. Further evidence to support the belief that all the cloths were worsteds is provided in 
contemporary documents which give occupation. The settlement certificates of migrants coming 
to Kettering make reference to combers, and the parish registers frequently mention them. If 
the products were part woollens as opposed to pure worsteds, one would expect to find reference 
to carders, but none were found. Thus, Kettering drew its technical inspiration from East Anglia, 
the heart of the· eighteenth century worsted industry. 

The basic cloth then was a worsted, although it took a variety of forms. Evidence is rather 
scanty on this matter. Contemporary documents such as parish registers, militia lists, settlement 
certificates and apprenticeship indentures frequently use the all-embracing term "weaver". There 
are references, however, to specific types of cloth, although these would seem to be rather mis
leading, for they emphasise the importance of serges, which if the evidence of the anonymous 
writer of 17 4126 is to be believed, had lost its pre-eminent position as the chief cloth to shalloons. 
While there are frequent references to serge-weavers and serge-makers-freeholders-lists for 
dates throughout the century refer to serge-makers, and in the apprenticeship indentures the 
poor children of Kettering are frequently being apprenticed to serge-weavers-only one reference 
to a shalloon-maker was found, that in a court roll of Kettering27 for 1720, which mentions John 
Jorden the Younger-shalloon-maker. Other evidence about the Jorden family stresses the 
importance of serge-making. In a marriage bond of 1700 between John J orden, presumably the 
Jorden mentioned above, and Frances Buckley of Brampton, the two witnesses, John and William 
Jorden, are recorded as serge-makers. At a later date, the administration of the estate of a John 
Jorden in 1744 refers to him as a serge-maker. It would seem that the term "serge" was being 
used to describe the occupations of all the people in Kettering engaged in the worsted industry, 
and under this umbrella the different forms of worsted were being made. Bailey, in his "British 
Directory" of 1784, refers, however, to "Manufacturers of Tammies and Lastings".28 

The different forms the worsteds took were largely dependent upon the quality of the 
wool used, and there is evidence that the emphasis varied during the century. It would seem 
that the first cloth made was a worsted serge, when, according to the writer of 1741,29 some 20 

24 Kettering Parish Chest. Bundle 55. [A fulling 
mill at Adstone, recorded by John Bridges circa1720, 
was described as "ruinous" by George Baker (History 
and Antiquities of the County of Northampton, Vol. 2, 
1838-41, p. 17). V.A.H.] 

25 A Manufacturer of Northamptonshire, Observa-

tions on British Wool . .. (1738), Brit. Mus. 8245, b. 9, 
p.5. 

26 A Short Essay ... op. cit., p. 39. 
27 N.R.O. Quarter Sessions. Mise. Rolls 26/18. 
28 Bailey, British Directory (1784), pp. 381-2. 
29 A Short Essay ... op. cit., p. 39. 
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to 30 dyed pieces a week had been made at an earlier period, by no means a large output. 
Nowhere could a description of the cloth be found, most contemporary accounts refer to the 
serge which was the chief product of the Exeter region, though possibly the Kettering serge was 
similar to a Suffolk say, which required no fulling. 

The most detailed account of the products of the industry is to be found in Donaldson. 
He does not seem to have been too familiar with the industry, however, for he is confused over 
the staple of the wool used in the manufacture of different cloths, for he says, 

"thus, for instance, the coarsest, or long-stapled wool, is sent into Yorkshire, where it is 
made into broad cloths and flannels; the finest, or short-stapled, is reserved for the home 
manufactory, for the purpose of being made into tammys; and some of the most inferior 
of the last described wool, is likewise consumed here in making calamancoes and ever
lastings". 30 

Clearly, it is the long-staple wool which was being used in Kettering, the highest grade 
of the wool in the manufacture of tammies, which took two forms, one was a good-quality, fine 
worsted cloth, often with a glazed finish, while its second use was as a strainer. The making of 
everlastings involved the use of the shorter long-staple wool, which was woven into a close
textured stuff, usually dyed black and used as uppers for ladies' shoes. According to Donaldson 
a tammy and everlasting piece would measure 32 yards by 22 inches. 31 

The cloths of Kettering were the response then to a number of factors, basically dictated 
by the presence of long-staple wool, and the lack of adequate water power. Within these dictates 
variety was found due to variations in the quality of wool, and changing demands in fashion, as 
well as changes in economic conditions, basically through competition. 

THE ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 
The only detailed contemporary description of the Kettering industry is that found in 

Donaldson's report. In this account Donaldson states that, 
"after the wool is sorted, and the different kinds are assigned to the respective purposes for 

which they are best adapted, that which is intended to be manufactured at home is 
combed, and then delivered out, in small quantities, to the lower class of people in the 
neighbourhood, to be spun and reeled, for which they are paid so much per pound, 
according to the fineness of the thread into which it is converted; it is then returned 
home to the manufacturer, who has it wove into such kind of stuff as the quality of the 
thread will best answer. As soon as the goods are completed, they are immediately sent 
to the London and the Yorkshire markets, where they are purchased by persons who 
dress and dye them, and prepare them either for the supply of their retail customers, or 
for exportation to foreign markets. The spinning and reeling are chiefly performed by the 
females, and boys from ten to fourteen years of age."32 

Here Donaldson points to the hierarchical organisation of the industry, when he refers to the 
"manufacturer", and "the lower class of people". This distinction is reinforced when other 
evidence is studied, for throughout the century the industry was dominated by a relatively small 
number of families, which even at the peak of the industry in the 1760s remained fairly constant. 
The freeholders' lists provide an indication of the importance of the industry, and although they 
are very restricted lists, they do provide information for the whole century and help to point to 
the managerial class. In all the lists, when occupation is given, the maximum number of serge
makers is seven, in 1719, in the list of 1752 none are listed, but by 1767 the number has risen to 
six, and remains at four or above until the end of the period, 1780 (Fig. 2). Little or no weight 
must be placed on these relative figures, but the lists show that certain families held significant 
positions in the industry, and it was these which provided the "manufacturers". 

30 J. Donaldson, op. cit., p. 11. In Pitt's edition of 
1809 of General View of the Agriculture of the County 
of Northampton he corrects this error: "Thus for 
instance, the finest is sent into Yorkshire for clothing, 
or to Leicester for the hosiers; and some of the 

longest staple wool is worked at home into moreens, 
tammies, calimancoes, and everlastings". p. 242. 

3 1 J. Donaldson, op. cit., p. 12. 
a2 Ibid., pp. 11-12. 
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1719 Serge-makers Dyer 

Jos. Buswell Thomas Wallis 
John Jorden (Senior) 
John J or den (Junior) 
Thomas Woodford 
Samuel Baker 
John Wymont 
John Bayley 

1749 Jerseymen Dyer 

John Baker William Wallis 
Jos. Buswell (Senior) 

1752 Dyer 

William Wallis 

1763 Serge-makers Dyer 

John Baker Beeby Wallis 
Charles J or din 
Christopher Wilson 
John Bus well 
Thomas Benford 

1767 Serge-makers 

Ephraim Buswell 
Charles J or den 
Christopher Wilson 
Thomas Benford 
Thomas Satchell 
John Bus well 

1771 Serge-makers Woolstaplers 

Ephraim Buswell Joseph Keep 
Charles J or den John Bus well 
Christopher Wilson (Senior) 
Thomas Benford 
George Smith 

1775 Serge-makers Woolstapler 

Ephraim Buswell John Bus well 
Christopher Wilson 
George Smith 
Christopher Wilson (Junior) 

1780 Serge-makers 

Ephraim Buswell 
Thomas Benford 
George Smith 
Christopher Willson 
John Bus well 

Fig. 2 THE NAMES OF KETTERING MEN CONCERNED WITH THE WORSTED INDUSTRY RECORDED 

IN THE FREEHOLDERS' LISTS FOR CERTAIN YEARS 
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Of these families, one or two stand out. It would seem that the J orden family lost its 
apparent dominance in the industry in the 1720s, certainly the family disappears from the free
holders' lists, however a Charles Jordin occurs in the lists of 1763, 1767 and 1771. The link is 
not definite but the parish register records the marriage of Charles J or den to Mary Mattock in 
1743. Certainly by the eighteenth century, a number of other families tend to dominate the 
industry. Chief amongst these would seem to be the Buswells, members of which family occur 
in almost every freeholders' list from 1719 to 1780. Their strength lies not in their ability to 
weave, but rather in terms of capital and the manner in which they seemed to control all the 
branches of the industry. Buswells occur in successive lists as serge-makers, although in the list 
of 1775 a John Buswell appears as a woolstapler, and again in 1779. By the following year, how
ever, he follows the conventional pattern of being a serge-maker. Bailey, in 1784, records two 
members of the Buswell family, Ephraim and John, as manufacturers of tammies, lastings and 
woolstaplers.33 The Wallis family were at various times dyers, fullers and shearers. The same 
picture of diversity is seen in the case of the Jorden family, in the list of 1719 two Johns are 
given as serge-makers, while William is recorded as a grasier. 

Further light on the problem of organisation in the industry is shed by the militia lists. 
The five lists for the years 1762, 1771, 1774, 1777 and 1781 show that a change took place in the 
terminology used to describe occupa~ion. In the list of 1762 there is no differentiation between 
types of weavers, by 1771 certain men have been singled out and called serge-makers. A further 
change takes place in 1777 when five of the serge-makers, including three members of the 
Buswell family, are given as manufacturers, and finally by 1781 serge-makers have disappeared. 
These changes do not indicate a change in occupation, for there is no evidence that, although 
the Buswells are given as weavers in 1762, they were weaving. Their names are not found on 
the apprenticeship indenture forms as masters. Such men were concerned with the obtaining 
of the raw material, its delivery to the domestic worker and the sale of the finished cloth. They 
may well have also owned the looms. One final example from the militia lists will illustrate the 
flexibility of these manufacturers. In the list of 1771 Thomas Almond is shown as a silk manu
facturer, three years later he had apparently changed from silk to worsted and was now a serge
maker, and in 1777 he is given simply as a manufacturer. 

It was under this hierarchy of a few_, together with a number of other prominent families, 
that the town and the worsted industry were organised. It was beneath this tip that the mass of 
work was done, that the woolcomber, the weaver, and their apprentices were to be found. These 
men are not to be found in the freeholders' lists, they are prominent in the parish registers, and 
swell the numbers in the militia lists, and it is their numbers, here, which give an indication of 
the size of the industry. They were following their crafts in their own homes, with a considerable 
amount of demarcation between the various branches of the industry. 

In the first instance the wool had to be sorted, a process of great importance in an area 
such as Northamptonshire, where different grades of wool were being sent to a number of 
different cloth producing areas. The long-staple wool, which was to be used in the county, was 
then combed to ensure that the fibres were all lying the same way and that any short-staple wool 
was removed. When this had been done the wool was delivered to the homes of the spinners, 
who were the women and children. Once the yarn had been produced it was returned to the 
manufacturers, who had it woven into the various types of cloth dependent on its quality. 

All this work was carried out on a piece-rate basis, and at the end of the eighteenth 
century, the sorters, combers and weavers w·ere earning in the region of nine to ten shillings per 
week, with the spinners about three shillings. 34 These rates do not compare very favourably with 
the wages of other workers, a ploughman was able to earn eight to ten pounds per annum, and 
on top of this received free board. Other skilled craftsmen such as carpenters and masons were 
able to earn between twelve and thirteen shillings a week. Thus, in spite of the industry's im
portance to the economic life of the Kettering region, it did not achieve its dominance through 

33 Bailey, ... op. cit., p. 382. 34 J. Donaldson, op. cit., p. 12. 
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offering high wage-rates in comparison with other skilled crafts. Such a comparison is perhaps 
not entirely fair since the worsted industry and its off-shoots, together with agriculture were the 
only two major primary industries of the region, and work as an agricultural labourer gave only 
six to eight shillings a week. Even when the head of the family was not employed in the worsted 
industry, in many families the women and children would still have spun yarn. 

The other important stage in cloth production was that of dyeing, this was either carried 
out before the wool was combed, or a white cloth produced, which could be dyed at a later stage. 
Dyeing seems to have been dominated by a few families, who, if the Wallis family is a typical 
example, prospered. Throughout the eighteenth century a member of the family is mentioned 
as a dyer, in the freeholders' list of 1763, Beeby Wallis is listed as such, a look at that of 1767 
shows him now to be a gentleman, although presumably because he had retired. By the end of 
the century, however, much of the dyeing and finishing of the cloth was being done in Yorkshire 
and London. The decline of the dyeing trade in Kettering is illustrated by the militia lists, for 
whereas five are shown in that of 1762, only one appears during the 1770s, and none in 1781. 

It would be wrong to conclude, though, that in terms of man-power there was a clear 
distinction between each stage in the production of a finished cloth; there was over-lapping. A 
study of the settlement certificates of in-coming migrants for a period from 1697 to the close of 
the eighteenth century, reveals that forty-two were concerned with some branch of the woollen 
industry, of these twenty-two are given as weavers, twelve wool-combers, there was one dyer 
and one woolcomb-maker, and of the remaining six, five combined the occupation of both 
comber and weaver, and the sixth was a wool-stapler and wool-comber. Even more revealing is 
a study of the apprenticeship indentures of the parish's poor children. With one or two isolated 
exceptions these children were being apprenticed to serge-weavers until 1770. From 1771 to 
1785 there were some fifty-three children apprenticed in some branch of the woollen industry, 
of these, forty-three were apprenticed to masters who claimed to be both weavers and combers. 
Also a sorter and comber is found, and perhaps the most unlikely combination is that of another 
member of the Wallis. family, who in 1731 agreed to teach a parish child the art of fulling and 
shearing. 35 

At the third level of the hierarchy were the apprentices, each serving various lengths of 
apprenticeship. The apprentices must have made up two distinct groups, although we have no 
details of the first. These must have been the boys who were apprenticed by their parents to a 
craftsman, presumably with the intention that one day they would become masters. The second 
group were the poor children of the parish, who were apprenticed out by the parish officers, 
usually their term of apprenticeship was for seven years. Their future career is not clear and it 
would be interesting to know how many of these apprentices became masters in their own right. 

There is no evidence of a rigid system of organisation in the industry, in spite of the 
existence of apprenticeship. There would seem to have been no guild of Ke,ttering weavers.36 
In fact the evidence is rather of considerable flexibility, with control exercised by the manufac
turers. Herein lay both the industry's strength and its weakness. For during the years of growth, 
relatively little capital outlay . was required. Yet, on the other hand, when the slump came the 
manufacturers had few solid investments in the industry for them to feel the need to maintain it. 
Then it was the workers who bore the full brunt of the collapse. 

35 Kettering Parish Chest. Bundle 51. 
36 But see V. A. Hatley, '"Blaze' at Buckby: a Note 

on a Forgotten Northamptonshire Industry", North
amptonshire Past & Present, Vol. IV, No. 2, 1967/68, 

ADRIAN RANDALL 

for a reference to labour troubles at Kettering in 1774 
between master woolcombers and their journeymen. 
Northampton Mercury, 21st & 28th November, 1774. 
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CRICKET AT ALTHORP, 1867 

DR. J OAN WAKE, in her recent article, 1 has shown that Courteenhall was the breeding ground of 
distinguished lady cricketers as well as historians! 

In fact, the country houses of Northamptonshire contributed very considerably in the 
Victorian age to the rise of the game in the shire. 

Above all, the Spencers at Althorp came to be closely linked with Northamptonshire 
County Cricket, as has been pointed out by that Club's historian, Mr. J. D. Coldham.2 

Possibly the most distinguished yisiting team to come to the county since the celebrated 
All England XI in 1852 played XXII ofNorthamptonshire,3 was the I Zingari team which played 
at Althorp on 15 and 16 August 1867. XII members of this noted wandering club beat XVIII 
of Northamptonshire by 7 wickets.4 

The events of this match have been recorded with great gusto in a scrapbook compiled 
by R. A. FitzGerald, the then Secretary of M.C.C.5 This has recently been given to the Library 
at Lord's by Mr. T. G. FitzGerald, the grandson of the compiler. 

From the scrapbook account and the photographs it contains, it is clear that the I Zingari 
match was quite an occasion. It cannot be often that Northamptonshire cricket has had royal 
spectators or a Fellow of All Souls6 in each team! 

We are told that "the party staying in the house consisted of H.R.H. Princess Mary, 

1 Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. IV, No. 
4 [1969/70] p. 214. 

2 Coldham: Northamptonshire Cricket: A History 
p. 8 et seq. 

3 See article by the present author, "When Julius 
Caesar Played Cricket on Racecourse", Chronicle & 
Echo, Northampton, 27th March, 1969, p. 8. 

4 Coldham, op. cit., p. 12. See also his article in 
Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. II, No. 3 
[1956], p. 133. 

5 He was appointed in 1863, originally in an 
honorary capacity. He eventually became the first 
paid Secretary of M.C.C. 

6 Viz. F. Eden and E. C. Leigh. 
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H.R.H. Prince Teck, 7 Lady Skelmersdale, Lady Emily Villiers, Lady Charles Bruce, Lord 
Charles Bruce, Lord Cowper, Lord Baldwin, the Dowager Countess Sefton, Lady Cecilia 

Molyneux, Miss Mary Boyle, Miss Caroline Boyle, Mr. Rose, Captain Clayton, Mr. Gore, Mr. 
Mitchell, Reverend C. G. Lane, Mr. Buller, Mr. FitzGerald, Mr. McCormick, Hon. Spencer 
Ponsonby, Hon. E. C. Leigh, Hon. Spencer Lyttelton, Hon. Spencer G. Lyttelton, Mr. Payne 
and Mr. Ho race Seymour". 

We are further informed that "the days were ... devoted to cricket -the nights to dance, 
drama, prestidigitation and circus, where the celebrated Miss Lucy Glitters8 shone brightly in the 
Haute Ecole and boiled up the enthusiasm of her audience. Here, too, did Herr Tique try the 
nerves of the audience by his indominitable courage in completely mastering the hitherto untamed 
steed 'Kikimhoff, from the Steppes ofTartary'. The excellent band of the 5th N.R.V.C., by their 
soft strains, charmed the ears of their audience during the day and at dinner and when we say 
the piano was under the sole control ofHenry ·Oakey, need we say more? This gentleman's playing 
is too well known to require further praise. The ball after the theatricals on Friday was not brought 
to a conclusion until half past four". 

This last point may explain the somewhat indifferent batting by both teams. The I Zingari 
team, in particular, was very strong on paper. One exception was perhaps the 5th Earl Spencer, 
the famous "Red Earl", who went in to bat last, as was his custom. FitzGerald, McCormick, 
Leigh, Payne, Mitchell and Lane were all Blues, the latter having also rowed for Oxford. Spencer 
Ponsonby (afterwards Ponsonby-Fane) became Treasurer of M.C.C. and was t)J.e virtual founder 
of the art collection and museum at Lord's. Gore had been in the Harrow XI of that year. Buller 
and Rose were of County standard and Captain Clayton had played for Harrow. 

The Northamptonshire team should also have performed better, especially since they had 
six extra players, nor were the county players undistinguished. Bury, Lyttelton, Hume, Eden 
and Willes were all Blues, whilst Plumb, an early stalwart, played for the Players against the 
Gentlemen. W. E. W. Collins played in the XI for five years at Radley and was a ferocious fast 
bowler. 9 

7 I.e. H.R.H. Princess Mary Adelaide Wilhelmina 
Elizabeth (daughter of 1st Duke of Cambridge) and 
H.H. the late Duke (Francis Paul Louis Alexander 
Charles) of Teck (Prince Teck was never a Royal 
Highness). They were the parents of the late H.M. 
Queen Mary. 

8 Lucy Glitters was the heroine of Surtees' novel 
Mr. Sponge's Sporting Tour. She had been a circus 

rider before she took to the hunting field and engaged 
the affections of Mr. Sponge whom she eventually 
married. 

9 Information on these cricketers is mainly derived 
from Coldham op. cit.; Wisden Cricketers' Almanack; 
J. D. Betham, Oxford and Cambridge Scores and 
Biographies; M. C. C. Scores and Biographies, ed. A. 
Haygarth. 
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Finally, it is tempting (but probably erroneous) to link H. Maule, who was clearly a com
petent bowler, with the doughty Miss Alice Maul who scored 35 at Courteenhall in 1883 !10 

STEPHEN GREEN 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
1st Innings 

W. F. Higgins b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Rev. W. Bury b McCormick................ 4 
W. E. Collins b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
C. Sargent run out. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Hon. S. G. Lyttelton b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
F. Langham b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
E. Hume c Payne b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
F. Eden c Bull er b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
R. E. Lomax b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
H. Seymour c Clayton b McCormick . . . . . . . . . 0 
A. A. Berens c Gore b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Rev. E. H. Willes b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
H. Maule st Clayton b Rose. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Hon. and Rev. C. Vernon c Lane b Rose...... 5 
T. Plumb c Lane b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
B. Ramsey b McCormick ........ · ........... 10 
Captain Landon c Lane b McCormick. . . . . . . . 1 
T. Travis not out. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

b3, w1............................... 4 

ToTAL 77 

I ZINGARI 
1st Innings 

Hon. S. Ponsonby c Plumb b Travis. . . . . . . . . . 12 
Rev. J. McCormick b Maule ................ 10 
C. F. Buller Esq. b Maule ........... ....... 22 
W. M. Rose Esq. c Bury b Willes . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Captain Clayton b Travis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Hon. E. C. Leigh c Plumb b Higgins . . . . . . . . . 0 
R. A. Mitchell Esq. c Bury b Maule .... .. .... 27 
S. Gore Esq. c Bury b Maule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
Rev. C. G. Lane b Travis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
R. A. FitzGerald Esq. c Lyttelton b Maule.... 6 
A. F. Payne Esq. not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Earl Spencer b Maule...................... 1 

b2, w5, nb1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

TOTAL 124 

2nd Innings 
c Clayton b McCormick ...... . 
c Mitchell b Rose ........... . 
b Mitchell .................. . 
c Clayton b McCormick ...... . 
c Mitchell b Rose ........... . 
b Mitchell .................. . 

4 
1 
7 
2 
3 
2 

not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
c Clayton b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
b Rose........... . ....... . .. 0 
b Rose............ . ... .. .... 0 
b Rose...................... 0 
b Rose...................... 3 
st Clayton b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
c Clayton b Mitchell . . . . . . . . . . 3 
b Mitchell ......... .. ...... .. 14 
c Clayton b Gore. . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
b Rose...................... 0 
c and b Mitchell . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

b2, w2, nb1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

77 

2nd Innings 

c Hume b Travis . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
c Bury b Maule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
st Plumb b Maule . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

not out ..................... 12 
not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

st Plumb b Maule . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

b1, lb2, w1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

31 

10 Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. IV, No. 4 [1969/70], p. 214. 
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THE NORTHAMPTON CHAMBER OF TRADE 

'Phone 'Phone 
BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS LADIES' OUTFITTERS 
W. Mark & Co. (1935) Ltd. Dust Northampton Ltd.- 18 St. Giles Street 36008 

(Established 1745) - - 27 The Drapery - 39400 

MOTOR ENGINEERS 
BUILDING SOCIETIES Beard & Son 

Anglia Building Society - 85 Abington Street 34800 (Motor Engineers) Ltd. 34-42 Abington Av. 35455/6 

Northampton & Midlands 
NEWSAGENTS & TOBACCONISTS Building Society 60 Gold Street- - 37422 
AUTOMATIC CATERING 

BUTCHERS Sidney Childs - 332 We/lingboro' Rd. 37986 

G. J. Douglas _ _ _ f 12 Abington Square 39208 
-L 32 Hunter Street - 38949 OFFICE EQUIPMENT & TYPEWRITERS 

CHINA STORES 
Bransons (Northants) - 34 St. Giles Street 36708 

Church's China ·Stores - I 0 & 11 The Parade 38082 PRINTERS 

CONFECTIONERS 
J. Lawrence & Co. - - 35 St. Giles Street 

CORSETRY SPECIALISTS 
E. & G. Ward (Est. over 

50 years) - - - - 21 Abington Square 

DEPARTMENTAL STORES 
Northampton Co-operative 

Society Ltd. - - - - 64 Abington Street 

FINE ART DEALERS 
York Studios Gallery 

(Prop.: John A. Tysom) 20 York Road- -

FIREPLACE SHOWROOMS AND 
TILE CENTRE 

37939 

38312 

34866 

31509 

A. Bell & Co. Ltd . - - Kingsthorpe Works 37501 

FLORISTS 

Jack Haddon Ltd. - - - 51 St. Giles Street 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

31368 
33024 

Ann Bonham & Son - - 71 St. Giles Street 34368/9 

HOUSE FURNISHERS 

Guildhall Press 
(Northampton) Ltd. -

J. Stevenson Holt Ltd. 
Mercury Press (Northamp

ton Mercury Co. Ltd.) 
Xpres Printers Ltd. 

RADI 0 & TELEVISI 0 N 

St. Katherine's St. 
152 Balmoral Road 

The Parade 
Unit 18, Bell's In
dustrial Estate, 
Bedford Road 

37734 
36747 

34777 
38703 

County Radio Co., 22-24St.LeonardsRd. 61946 
F. A. Goode Ltd. - - - 5 Towcester Road- 61201 

30 Kingsley Park Ter. 39139 
lOa Harborough Rd. 38247 

Service Factory Rothersthorpe Cres. 62591 

RESTAURANTS 
Lawrence's Coffee Shop - 37 St. Giles Street 37939 

SHOE RETAILERS 
W. H. Bonham 

(Established 1856) - - 33 St. Giles Street 36147 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 

Wiggins & Co. Ltd. } {36258 
(Incorporating 6 Abington Street 36259 
G. T. Durant) - - - 36766 

Towcester 423 
Wellingboro' 2136 

Hemmings Brothers {26 Abington Squarel_32334 WATCHMAKERS & JEWELLERS 
(Northampton) Ltd. 27 York Road J 30849 E. Brugger- - - - - 8 Abington Square 34367 

39484 Jeffery Sons & Co. Ltd. - Gold Street - - 39351 A. E. Prouse & Son - - 64 St. Giles Street 
Phillips's 

Northampton Ltd.- - 15 Abington Street 37446/7 
A. Watts & Sons Ltd. - 80 Abington Street 38212 

WOOL, ART NEEDLEWORK & BABY WEAR 
A. & J. Edmunds - - - 36 St. Giles Street 37768 
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OBITUARIES 

LIEUT. CoLONEL G. T. H. CAPRON of Southwick Hall, Oundle died on 14 November, 1970. 
He was a member of the Northamptonshire Record Society from 1948 to 1970 and on the Council 
from 1962 to 1966. He was a member of the Archives Committee from 1955 to 1969, and was at 
one time Deputy Chairman. 

Since his retirement from the Army (Royal Engineers) he devoted much of his time to 
public work in Northamptonshire, where he will be much missed. 

MR. R. W. KETTON-CREMER, who gave our autumn lecture on 28 October, 1967, on English 
Country Home Life in the eighteenth century, died in December 1969 at his home at Felbrigg, 
Norfolk. 

Writing in the Christ's College Magazine (May 1970), Professor J. H. Plumb said "Fortunately 
his book, Norfolk in the Civil War was finished before death struck him down. He had in his 
modest way enjoyed his excellent reviews and even begun to think of future work". He was Rede 
Lecturer at Cambridge, and a fellow commoner of Christ's College. Professor Plumb rightly says 
of him that he was "a most careful and exact historian, shrewd in his evaluation of sources, quick on 
seizing on the telling bit of casual evidence". His studies of Norfolk history, A Norfolk Assembly 
and a Norfolk Gallery and perhaps above all his Felbrigg brought grace of writing to the aid of 
scholarship in the service of local history. More important were his Lives of Horace Walpole and 
Thomas Gray, which formed the definitive biographies of these two eighteenth century figures. 
At Felbrigg itself he leaves a gap which can never be filled. 

THE death in London on 23 March 1970 of Sir Noel Dryden at the age of 59, recalls the unusual 
circumstances of the Dryden baronetcy. John Dryden, the poet, who died in 1700, had a younger 
brother, Erasmus, who succeeded as 6th baronet and owner of Canons Ash by on the death of 
his nephew, Sir Erasmus Henry Dryden, in 1710, who was a priest and the s~m of the poet. Sir 
Erasmus Dryden, the 6th baronet, was ·succeeded by his grandson, Sir John Dryden, who died 
without issue in 1791. Canons Ashby passed to his niece, Elizabeth Dryden, who married John 
Turner, the younger son of Sir Edward Turner of Ambrosden, near Bicester, and the Dryden 
baronetcy became extinct. The Turners of Ambrosden were a very wealthy and somewhat 
eccentric family, the great house at Ambrosden having been demolished in the eighteenth 
century by one of the family in a fit of miserliness. John Turner, the husband of Elizabeth 
Dryden, was himself created a baronet and assumed the name of Dryden. His descendants 
continued at Canons Ashby, succeeding eventually to the more ancient baronetcy of Turner, 
owing to the failure of the senior line of that family. Sir Arthur Dryden, 9th baronet of Ambrosden 
and 6th of Canons Ashby, died unmarried in 1938, leaving the Canons Ashby estate to his sister, 
Louisa Isabella, the wife of Major Alfred Basset Pritchard. Her descendants, who live in Mrica, 
adopted the name of Dry den, and still own Canons Ashby. 

In 1938, the baronetcy, but none of the estates, passed to Sir Arthur's kinsman, Noel 
Dryden, whose father, John Erasmus, was a major in the 3rd Battalion of the Northamptonshire 
Regiment. Sir Noel Dryden was therefore the 7th Dryden baronet of the second creation, and 
the 1Oth baronet of the Turner creation, and the direct descendant through the female line of 
the poet's brother. By his wife, Rosamund Scrope, he left an only son, John Stephen Gyles, 
who now succeeds to the baronetcy at the age of 26, but of course, to none of the Northampton
shire estates. The late Sir Noel Dryden was a former actor and B.B.C. announcer. 
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BooK REVIEws 

SANDERSON MILLER OF RADWAY AND HIS WORK AT WROXTON 
by ANTHONY C. WooD and WILLIAM HAWKES 

(Banbury Historical Society, Borough Library, Banbury, 1969 112 pages Price Ss.) 

Sanderson Miller was a Warwickshire architect and much of his work is west of North
amptonshire. However, as a gentleman and amateur architect he is of considerable interest, and 
many will be familiar with at least one of his buildings-the sham-castle tower at Edgehill. If a 
Northamptonshire link is needed, it can be added that the "Sanderson" of Miller's name derives 
from a family formerly at Little Addington. It is therefore a pleasure to record that the Banbury 
Historical Society have recently reprinted from their always rewarding magazine Cake and Cock
horse a series of articles about Miller. They contain a survey of his life, a list of known buildings, 
and a special discussion of his work at Wroxton. The text is excellent and the hundred-plus 
footnotes illustrate the pains the authors have taken to gain information. Inevitably, in a society 
publication, illustrations are limited, but it does seem a pity that portraits of people have been 
preferred to pictures of buildings. A few more photographs of Miller's architecture would have 
helped to elucidate his own personal style and might have spurred those who found what appeared 
to be an example to seek verification. "Georgian Gothick", Miller's favourite style, has for too 
long been regarded simply as a frivolous byway of eighteenth-century architecture, when it 
deserves a place as a decorative style alongside Rococo, Chinoiserie and "Adam". This welcome 
monograph has filled a gap in our knowledge of the period. 

THE HIDATION OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
By CYRIL HART 

(Leicester University Press, 1970. Price 15s.) 

B.A.B. 

England is unique in Europe in having, in Domesday Book, a detailed survey of its assess
ment for taxation in the eleventh century. Northamptonshire is unique in England in that it has 
the Northamptonshire Geld Roll, dealing with the assessment as it was soon after the Conquest 
and differing, differing surprisingly, from Domesday. Here there is a particularly good chance of 
solving some of the mysteries of that astonishing phenomenon, the governmental system of the 
late Anglo-Saxon kings. 

In the County Hidage (often thought to be of early eleventh century date) Northampton
shire is assessed at 3,200 hides; in the Geld Roll at 2,663; and in Domesday at only 1,244. Dr. 
Hart sets out to explain these changes. His conclusions, based on thorough analysis, are as follows. 
The County Hidage figure is very probably an assessment imposed by Edward the Elder who, it 
is argued, created the shire of Northampton. The Geld Roll assessment is one whereby the obliga
tions of the North Eastern hundreds, but not of the rest, had been reduced. This reduction is to 
be associated with the dominance of Danish landowners in this part of the shire and was probably 
an attempt to win their support made by Edmund in 942. The Domesday assessment is a new 
one made in the Conqueror's reign and which ironed out the discrepancies between the assessment 
of the North East of the shire and that of the South West. These conclusions largely depend on 
Dr. Hart's interpretation of the 'ploughland' assessments of Domesday, which are distinct from 
those in hides and from the description of the actual agricultural circumstances. In the South 
West, where 'ploughlands' were or had been grouped decimally he argues them to have been the 
original hides of the County Hidage assessment. In the North East, where they were grouped 
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duodecimally_, he regards them as units of an assessment imposed by Danish rulers before 917. He 
believes that they were retained in both areas as a basis for dues and services other than Danegeld. 

Dr. Hart's thesis is not always absolutely convincing. He is a little bold in assuming that 
942 is the only date which is historically plausible for his first reassessment of the North Eastern 
hundreds; and this date in turn largely determines that which he gives for the County Hidage 
assessment. Nevertheless this is a solid and very interesting piece of work (though not easy reading). 
If its conclusions are modified it will be on foundations most carefully laid by Dr. Hart. His 
arguments are important not only for Northamptonshire, but for England as a whole. For example, 
he has produced very good reasons for thinking again about the origins of the Old English taxation 
system and of the Midland shires and he puts forward by implication a view of the government 
of the Danelaw before 917 which is very different from that which is generally, if vaguely, accepted. 

J. CAMP BELL. 

BAPTISM AND BURIAL REGISTER OF BANBURY, OXON., 
PART TWO, 1665-1723 

Edited by J. S. W. Gibson 
Price 50s., available from Banbury Historical Society, Borough Library, Banbury, Oxon. 

(Banbury Historical Society, Vol. 9) 

This book conforms to the high standard of the Banbury Historical Society. There is an 
excellent introduction, with a full account of the vicars during the period of these registers. It is 
clear that the old medieval church fabric was decaying fast. The churchwardens in 1686 presented 
"the whole Towne and parishe for not consenting to the making of an Assessment for the necessary 
Repaires of the church soe that unlesse tymely prevented is like to become an Heape of Rubbish". 
The "necessary repairs" were not done, hence the decision in the next century to demolish the 
old building, and build the present classical church (1790). 

Banbury had an old Puritan tradition. We may remember Sir Toby Belch's taunt "Dost 
think because thou are virtuous there shall be no more cakes and ale ?" This was an undoubted 
allusion to Banbury, the home of the cakes, and to the Earl of Banbury, a high official at Court, 
and a well-known Puritan. It must have been hard going for the Anglican vicars, a good many 
of whom, like Richard White, shared the Puritan views of their parishioners, even although they 
conformed to the settlement of 1662. 

In the Introduction, there are comments on various trades and professions. One would 
like to know more about the "man yt travelled with Strange creatures"! There is an unusual 
note about the soldiers quartered in the town. "Evidently the soldiers were made welcome for 
no less than six marriages with local girls which took place in this period; that there is no increase 
in the illegitimacy rate rebuffs the traditional licentious image of the soldiery". 

The indexes are very valuable. Northamptonshire readers will be specially pleased that 
the items which affect villages near Banbury, such as Astrop, Brackley, Chacombe, Eydon, 
Sulgrave, King's Sutton and Warkworth are separately listed (p. 265). There is also an index of 
trades, professions and offices in which "weavers" of various kinds predominate, showing the 
staple trade of the town at this period. 

NORTHAMPTON HISTORICAL SERIES 
GENERAL EDITOR: VICTOR A. HATLEY 

G.I. 

Obtainable from the Editor, 14A The Crescent, Northampton. Nos. 1, 4 & 5 (2/6 each), 
No. 3 (3/-), No. 2 ( 4/-) 

Five numbers of this series have been issued by Mr. Victor Hatley, whose contributions 
to this journal are well known. They have all appeared elsewhere but in specialist publications 
such as the Journal of the British Boot and Shoe Institution so that their appearance in this handy 
cheap form is to be welcomed. Two of the numbers deal with the Shoe Industry, No. 1, 
"Snobopolis": Northampton in 1869 and No. 4, The St. Giles Shoe-School. The former is a reprint 
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with valuable notes by Mr. Hatley, of an article on "The Northampton Shoe Maker" which 
appeared in "Good Words" in 1869. It gives an excellent account of the shoe manufacturing 
industry at that period, and is free from the moralising tone, which makes so much of the reading 
matter at that time indigestible. For the uninitiated, a "snob" was of course an uncomplimentary 
term for a shoe maker. An informed observer stated that the value of Northampton's export of 
shoes at that time was, on a low estimate, a million pounds, and that £3 a week was the wage of 
only a very few; quite a number earned £2 per week, and "a good many do not make more than 
12s." The other "shoe" number (No. 4) deals with "St. Giles' Shoe School", where an attempt 
was made to give schooling above the age of nine when it often ceased owing to the practice of 
employing children in the squalid "closing" rooms of Northampton. "Men with large families 
and low wages looked forward eagerly to the day when any of their children would be able to earn 
a few pence". The managers of St. Giles' School tried to remedy this "by establishing classes in 
shoe-closing alongside the ordinary classes paying a small wage so that enlightened parents would 
not be penalised for allowing their children to remain an extra year or so at school". The experi
ment failed for reasons that are explained. The introduction of machines bitterly resented by the 
workers, and the cause of a devastating strike, nevertheless put an end to the employment of child 
labour. 

Two other numbers deal with the contested Borough Election of 1774, vividly described 
in a letter from John Rowell, the steward at Castle Ashby, to his employer, who lived abroad, 
and the construction of Northamptonshire's first railway in 1800 to connect two sections of the 
Grand Junction Canal, while the Blisworth tunnel was being built. All five numbers are to be 
welcomed as illustrating a little known side of Northampton's history, and the appearance of 
further numbers is awaited. It should be mentioned that No. 3 of the series tells the story of 
Percival's Bank, the forerunner of the Northamptonshire Union Bank, and so the Drapery Branch 
of the National Westminster. The crest ofPercival's Bank the Phoenix, still adorns the pediment 
of the Bank in the Drapery on the fine classic fa<;ade by the youthful E. F. Law in 1841. 
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