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SIR John English Dolben, 4th and last baronet of his line, was described in his obituary notice 
in The Gentleman's Magazine as a "remarkable personage", and this was no empty claim. Of 
Welsh origin, the Dolbens first became associated with Northamptonshire in the person of the 
Revd. William Dol ben, son of John Dol ben of Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire. William became 
Rector of Stanwick in 1623, and also held the living of Benefield. All his children by his wife 

THE PORTRAIT, NOW AT DELAPRE 

Elizabeth Williams from Caernarvonshire were baptized at Stanwick where he died in 1631, 
aged 52, just after he had been appointed Bishop of Bangor, and before his consecration to that 
See. His eldest son, William, who was born at Stanwick in 1625, became, in due course, a 
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford, Archdeacon of London) Dean of Westminster, Bishop of 
Rochester, and, finally (1663) Archbishop of York, where he died of smallpox in 1686, being 
buried in the Minster. He married a niece of Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
by her, was the father of Gilbert Dolben, also a Christ Church man, and Justice of the Court 
of Common Pleas in Ireland. He was M.P. for Peterborough, and was created a baronet by 
Queen Anne in 1704. He married Anne, eldest daughter and co-heiress of Tanfield Mulshoe of 
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Finedon, where his descendants were thereafter seated. The second baronet, John Dol ben, was, 
like his grandfather, a clergyman. He was Vicar of Finedon from 1714 until his death in 1756. 
He was a Prebendary of Durham from 1718. His wife was the eldest daughter of William, 5th 
Lord Digby, who died at Aix-en-Provence in 1730. She is buried in the Cathedral there, where 
there is a monument to her memory. Her eldest son also died there. Her second son, William, 
became the 3rd baronet, on his father's death in 1756, and was M.P. for Oxford University and 
for Northamptonshire from 1768 to 1784, after which he again sat for Oxford University. He 
was a prominent Tory with considerable local influence, although he was unsuccessful in 
opposing the candidature of Lord Althorp in 1806, on the grounds that this constituted an 
"encroachment of the Peers on the Commons' rights of representing the counties" .1 By his first 
wife, J udith, the only daughter and heiress of Somerset English, of Eastergate, Sussex, he was 
the father of his heir and successor, Sir John English Dolben. Sir English shared to the full the 
"Church and King" principles of his ancestors. He was conscious that the Archbishop of York 
as a young man had been a soldier for Charles I, and had been wounded at the battle of Marston 
Moor; and that Sir Gilbert, the first baronet, had voted against making the Prince and Princess 
of Orange King and Queen in 1689, although he had accepted King William, and indeed sup
ported him in 1693, when the Whigs introduced the Triennial Bill, which was finally vetoed by 
the King, only to be reintroduced and passed the following year when Shrewsbury became head 
of the administration. 2 

Although Sir John English Dol ben never stood for Parliament, he was active in local 
politics. In 1796, he urged his friend, Sir Justinian I sham of Lam port, to revive the family 
tradition and stand for parliament as "the fittest man I can name to represent our County". 
Sir Justinian declined on the grounds of age (he was fifty-six) but Dolben unsuccessfully pressed 
his request, pointing out that !sham could resign "having accomplished or at least endeavoured 
our Deliverance from the Fetters, wherein we are at present holden" .3 

The Gentleman's Magazine, in its obituary notice of Sir John English Dolben (November, 
1837, pp. 533/4), recorded: "Sir John English Dolben was born May 4, 1750. He was educated 
at Westminster School; and thence elected a Student of Christ Church in 1768. He took his 
degree of B.C.L. as a grand compounder July 4, 1775, and had the honorary degree of D.C.L. 
conferred upon him July 27, 1788. He was elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 
April 6, 1780, and at the time of his death was the senior member of that fraternity. He succeeded 
his father in the title of Baronet in 1814. Sir English Dolben was much attached to classical 
literature and antiquities, and like his venerable father, was a zealous supporter of the Established 
Church, but a sincere friend to toleration. Previously, to his final retirement into the country, 
he lingered with much affection about the haunts of his youthful studies and amusements, being 
alike remarkable for his venerable deportment and much harmless eccentricity. He was a constant 
visitor at the commemoration dinners at Christ Church; and he frequently joined the juvenile 
ranks at Westminster School, whom he would accompany to service at the Abbey, saying he was 
the youngest among them, beginning to count afresh from the age of seventy. 

"He ·had his cards printed in black-letter type, saying that he was himself 'old English', 
and that was the most appropriate style for him. 

"He carried so many small volumes about with him in his numerous and capacious pockets, 
that he appeared like a walking library: and his memory, particularly in classical quotations, was 
equally richly stored. 

"About 1820 he visited Italy, taking with him Mr. G. Tytler, a Scotch artist, who after
wards published a large panoramic view of Edinburgh, and also several lithographic views in 
Italy, in which the figure of Sir English frequently occurs." 

Regarding Sir John's habit of "carrying small volumes about with him in his numerous 
and capacious pockets", there is an amusing glimpse of him in a letter from the Rev d. Arthur 

1 E. G. Forrester, Northamptonshire County Elec
tions and Electioneering, p. 111. 

2 K. Feiling, History of the Tory Party, p.290 
3 Forrester, op. cit., pp. 88/9. 
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!sham, rector of Weston Turville, to his cousin the Revd. Robert !sham, rector of Lamport, 
dated 26 September 1884: 

"The small remains of an ancient family, Sir English came to our house at Kingsthorpe 
with a confidential servant. His big pockets, the Squire's dress of the day, were filled with classic 
lore, Virgil and Horace. Mter breakfast Sir English and I set off to walk to Northampton, the 
servant attending. 

"He handed a gold cane to me, saying ipsissima verba, 'You shall have the honour of walk
ing with Sir Gilbert's cane!' So we trudged along. He took me to an Inn in Gold Street on the 
left a little below Marshall's the shoe-:-maker. There he gave me some coffee, to the best of my 
remembrance. And I have an indistinct vision of a soldier in the Inn to whom he addressed a 
few words more suo." 4 

The Gentleman's Magazine recorded that the portraits of Archbishop Dol ben, of the 
second and third baronets and Sir English "hang together in the Hall of Christ Church, Oxford," 
where all four received their education. Alas, although Sir John English Dolben's portrait was 
recorded as hanging at Christ Church as recently as 1912-25,5 it has apparently disappeared and 
cannot be traced. 6 It is all the more fortunate that the writer has been able to discover and acquire 
a portrait of the baronet. From the measurements (28" X 24") it is clear that this picture once 
hung at Finedon Hall, and is identical with the one in the Finedon sale of 1912.7 No artist's 
name is recorded, but it is a good example of its period, and Sir John English Dolben looks 
much as we can imagine him to have been from his known character. The writer has presented 
the portrait to the Northamptonshire Record Society, and it will henceforth be hung at Delapre 
Abbey, of which we are sure Sir John English Dolben would much have approved. 

A final word must be added about the Northamptonshire Preservative Society, of which, 
as an inscription on the picture records, Sir John English Dolben was Vice President. This 
Society was formed at a meeting in the County Hall at Northampton on 9 October 1789, Sir 
James Langham of Cottesbrooke presiding. Its purpose was the "preserving of human life in 
various cases of sudden danger and apparent death", and to this effect it gave good advice and 
also awarded sums of money to persons who had distinguished themselves. 

Early in its career, the Society turned its attention to "the number of cases that occur, 
where the dreadful crime of suicide is committed, by the taking of arsenic", and it counselled all 
persons dealing in this poison "to give the most serious charge to their servants or assistants, 
never to part with the same on any retence whatsoever, without first consulting their masters 
on the occasion" (Northampton Mercury, 16 January 1790). At the same time the Society 
announced that "An apparatus for the recovery of the apparently dead, is left with Mr. Williams, 
at the County Hospital" (which until 1793 was in George Row, Northampton). 

In 1805 the Society was still in being-it proudly disclosed that it had rewarded fifty 
cases of life-saving during the previous five years-and it probably continued to pursue its aims 
for several years after that date, but it is not known when it finally ceased to exist. Sir John 
English Dolben was one of the six original vice-presidents of the Society, and the "benevolence 
and public spirit" which he had shown in its formation were acknowledged by a vote of thanks 
at the County Hall meeting in 1789.8 

Sir John English Dolben's only son, William, by his wife Hannah Hallett, died in 1817, 
leaving no son. One of his son's daughters, Prances, married, in 1835, William Harcourt Isham 
Mackworth, who added the Dolben name to his own, and their descendents continued at Finedon 

' J oan Wake, "Henry I sham Longden", Vol. XV. 
Northamptonshire & Rutland Clergy, 1943, p. xx. 

5 Mrs. R. L. Poole, Catalogue of Portraits in •.• 
Oxford, 3 vols. No. 250. 

6 Letter of Mr. Bueno de Mesquita, Curator of 

Pictures, Christ Church, October 17, 1969. 
7 Catalogue, p. 42. 

8 The information about the Northamptonshire 
Preservative Society has kindly been provided by 
Mr. Victor A. Hatley. 
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until the death of Miss Ellen Mackworth-Dolben on 2 February 1912, when the whole estate and 
contents of the Hall were sold by auction. Of this family was the poet, Digby Dolben, whose 
early death at sea was a loss to English letters. The Mackworths were like the Dolbens in origin, 
a Welsh family from Glamorganshire. 9 A daughter of Sir John English Dol ben, Charlotte, 
married in 1806 the Revd. Samuel Woodfield Paul, who was vicar of Finedon from 1810 until 
his death in 1847. His fourth son, George Woodfield, was vicar there from 1848 to 1911, when 
he died. He also married a Mackworth. Their eldest son, Herbert W oodfield Paul, was Liberal 
M.P. for Northampton in 1896, and a well-known historical writer. His third daughter, Jessie 
Georgina, married her father's curate, the Revd. H. R. C. Ve~non, who became vicar of Rothers
thorpe, and their son, the Rt. Revd. G. R. Vernon, was vicar of Finedon and Assistant Bishop of 
Peterborough (1952-7) before he became Dean of Belize, where he died in 1963. Mrs. Vernon 
returned to Finedon Vicarage, where she had been born, with her son when he became vicar. 
She died 48 hours after entering the house of her birth. Bishop Vernon, who was also born at 
Finedon Vicarage, presented several Dolben family portraits to the Vicarage, where they still are. 
These Dol ben portraits represent: 

1. John Dol ben, Archbishop of York (died 1686) 
2. Catherine Sheldon, his wife (died 1706) 
3. Captain Rowland Dolben, R.N. 
4. The Rev d. Samuel Woodfield Paul (died 184 7) 
5. The Revd. H. R. C. Vemon (died 1935) 

There is also a portrait of Sir Gilbert Dolben, 1st Bart., in the possession of Sir Nigel 
Vernon, Bart., a cousin of the late Bishop Vernon. Sir Nigel acquired this picture in 1968. Of 
Sir English Dolben, besides the present portrait under consideration, there is a drawing in the 
British Museum by G. Tytler. This is "a half length of an old man with bald forehead and thin 
locks of hair seen in full face seated behind a table with books and coins upon it, and writing on 
a paper inscribed 'Tour in Italy by Sir English Dolben' etc. signed and dated G. Tytler delt. 
Genoa Feb. 1820" (Catalogue of Drawings by British Artists in the British Museum, by L. Binyon, 
Vol. IV, 1907; Ref. No. L.B. 1 Royal Size). George Tytler (1798-1859) was the Scottish artist 
whom Sir English took to Italy with him. In addition to his Italian views and landscapes, Tytler 
also exhibited portraits at the Royal Academy, 1819-25. He does not seem to be the artist of the 
portrait at Delapre, as this shows a much younger man and was probably painted about 1802. 
There was also the vanished portrait at Christ Church which was by Arthur Perigal. Neither of 
these portraits resembled in design the portrait now at Delapre. 

G.I. 

(For further information on the Dolben family see "Random Northamptonshire Remi
niscences" by the late Humphrey Paul, Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. 11, pp. 91-95.) 

Thanks are expressed to Sir Nigel V ernon, Bart. and to the Revd. J. P. Beaumont, the present Vicar 
of Finedon, for help in compiling this article. 

9 See "Finedon Hall" in Northamptonsh£re Notes and Quer£es, Vol. IV, new series, pp. 161-9. 
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THOMAS THORNTON AT ASTROP SPA 

NowADAYS the village of Kings Sutton, in the south-west of our county, is most highly prized 
for its fine steepled church. Two hundred years ago that same church had to share its fame with 
another place within the same parish, namely the Spa at Astrop. To this locally celebrated 
watering place came the restless, bored, inquisitive or merely unhealthy gentry of the region to 
spend a few weeks annually away from the cares of their estates, regiments, parishes or the 
demands of the London social whirl. Fashion had only recently suggested the seaside as an 
alternative. 

A pamphlet of 1668 by "a Learned Physician" made the most sweeping claims for the 
properties of Astrop waters ... "it penetrates through every occult passage where other medecines 
cannot come ... it fastens the Teeth though ready to drop out ... takes away the old ·and long 
continued Headache, Vertigo, Palsey ... and all sorts of Gout". Although in Victorian times a 
more sober, scientific analysis yielded 
results which showed that the Spa hardly 
deserved the name of a mineral or saline 
spring and that the iron, soda and mag
nesia content was very low, in Stuart 
and Georgian times the water had either 
had better content or more persuasive 
supporters. Certainly Astrop in its in
fancy enjoyed the recommendation of 
many doctors, and thereafter sold itself 
by good repute and congenial atmos
phere to the nobility and gentry. Celia 
Fiennes paid the "steele water" a visit 
in about 1694 and found it "not so 
strong as Tun bridge". Above all, the 
Spa (pronounced and sometimes spd:t 
"spaw" in the seventeenth and eight
eenth centuries) enjoyed the local 
patronage of the North family of Wrox
ton and their circle. From an amusing 
letter written by Elizabeth, Lady North 
to her mother, Lady Kaye, in 1739 we 
read of highly-relished intrigue bub
bling up in that jaded community as 
readily as the water itself-of violent 
quarrels as to whether a window should 
be closed or open, Lady Thanet ordering 
everyone about, great consumption of 
Burgundy and Champagne. We learn 
too that the Prince and Princess of Wales 
(parents of George Ill) enjoyed a break
fast at Astrop, distributed largess there 
and at Banbury, before going over to 
Aynho to call on Mr. Cartwright. 

ASTROP SPA WELL 
(St. Rumbold's Well). 

Photographed in October, 1970 
by Bruce A. Bailey. 
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It would be interesting to discover how many well-known Northamptonshire families 
stayed at Astrop from time to time. Certainly Mr. and Mrs. Brudenell were there in 1739. The 
next year Thomas Thorn ton Ill of Brockhall, then aged 42, began half a lifetime of allegiance to 
Astrop Spa. In previous years he had spent the summer in such quiet places as Whissendine in 
Rutland but ill health in the family or a desire for change prompted him to try somewhere new. 
From his account book he appears to have taken lodgings for one day while he arranged accom
modation and exactly a week later to have taken up residence with his wife and four children for 
the period 21 July to 16 October. The cost of his stay was £116 6s Od, which is roughly £10 per 
week, and throughout the ensuing years his expenditure at Astrop remained remarkably constant. 
He became addicted to the place and although he never stayed for quite so long a period again 
he and assorted members of his family were to be found there year after year. Only building 
works at Brockhall or the death of a friend interrupted the set pattern. 

Luckily a description of the watering place survives from the very year in which Thomas 
Thornton first fell under its spell. Dr. Thomas Short, M.D., of Sheffield, paints the scene thus; 
"[the water] springs up into a Close strong Bason ... and empties itself by a long neat Gutter, 
cut out of Freestone ... with the Well is a house with pallisadoes before it, from this the company 
go under a shelter into another very large· sashed, wainscoted, boarded Room, where they walk, 
drink Coffee or Tea, and in the afternoon meet, converse ... Behind this is a noble, dry, fine 
Gravel Walk, 140 Yards long 6 broad, with charming close set clipp'd Hedge 12 foot high, with 
several neat Benches on each side; at the far end of which, are conveniences for the drinkers to 
retire when their Waters operate. On the other side of the brook from the Well is a fine Tea 
Room, dancing Room, and a large Kitchin etc. And near this is a convenient Shop. In the Town 
there is a large Ball or Assembly Room. Thus Nature and Art have contributed to make it a 
paradise of pleasure". In 1757 Thornton met Justinian !sham there/ and throughout the 1750s 
enjoyed the company of his neighbours, Mr. and Mrs. John Devall of Flore. John Devall, who 
does not loom large in Northamptonshire's history, is mainly to be remembered for having 
completed his father's shrievalty of the county in 1745 (after the latter died in office), and for 
filling the sonorous position of"Sergeant Plumber to His Majesty". Apart from this, he also made 
himself agreeable to Thorn ton, and together at Astrop-at what , must be one of the farthest 
spots in England from the coast-they sampled sea water in addition to the spa water. 

One day in August, probably between 1754 and 1769, Thomas Thornton in frolicsome 
mood sat down and composed these lines to Mrs. Sarah Devall. Doggerel though they may be, 
they conjure up a gay and vivid picture both of the writer and of Astrop Spa. Thomas must 
have been in his mid 60s; Mrs. Devall, who married in 1738, would have been about 50; Mrs. 
Thornton and Mr. Devall were both very much alive and probably coming on the jaunt too. 
In these lines we find a distillation of good fellowship and common sense. 

"Madam Devall, my Neighbour good 
Let me be rightly understood; 
A Project by your Friends is plann'd 
With which Compliance they demand; 
'Tis, that to Astrop you repair 
To see what Friends are quarter'd there. 
For you 'tis best they all believe 
Thither to go on Sundays Eve, 
(Lest Mondays morning great turmoil 
What should be pleasure turn to toil) 
At th' Bakehouse there I dare be bold 
To say you'll find a Supper cold; 
And not far off, a bed prepar' d 

1 This must be the son of Dr. Euseby !sham, succeeded as 7th Bart. in 1772. Thomas Thornton 
rector of Lincoln College, Oxford, born in 1740. He was his great uncle through his mother. 
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From which no dampness need be fear' d. 
When you have ta'en refreshing Nap 
If you on Monday morning hap 
(When you have dress'd you nice & fine) 
Go to the Publick room by nine 
From that time to the hour of ten 
Ent'ring the Beaus & Belles you'l ken; 
And if the Waters kindly pass 
You'l see good Nature in each Face. 
When they're assembled you will see 
Plenty of butter'd Rolls & Tea, 
For which a nine pence you must pay 
Because it is a Publick Day. 
When ended Breakfast's Noise & Talk 
With Friends select you'l take a Walk 
Until the Musicks Band is met 
And every thing in Order set. 
The Ladies all will enter in. 
And then the concert will begin 
A friendly Band, select, unpaid 
Will lend us then their kindest aid; 
Fermor2 performs (whom few surpass) 
With Nickerson the Rumbling Bass; 
The Flute how sweet by Bowles when blown 
Assisted by a Name unknown; 
The Violins melodious Strain 
Makes sweetly tingle every Vein: 
Not strange the Strings so moving prove 
And maids are tweedled into Love, 
When touch' d by that Italian hand 
And one of Oxfords chosen Band. 
The Voice how moving you will find 
By instrumental Musick join'd? 
This Musick you awake will keep, 
Perchance lay me your Friend to Sleep, 
Whose Ear unform'd for Musick's Blast 
Can't equal your Distinguish'd Taste. 
The Concert ended you may Walk, 
On each Performers praises Talk: 
Till in due time the Dinners brought, 
Such plenty you can want for Nought. 
One shilling & a half will pay 
For all that you can eat that day, 
I mean for all on which you Dine, 
And sixpence more will pay for Wine. 
Success to Astrop then goes round 
And you yourself must join that sound. 
Then you retire; talk o're us Folk 
With Friendly Repartee & joke: 
What else you do we can't Divine; 

Fermor of Fritwell Co. Oxon. in 1784. 
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2 The identity of Fermor is uncertain. A Henry 
Fermor snr. of Neithrop near Banbury left a Will in 
1736, which shows that the name occurs in the area. 
Later on, Prances Willes of Astrop married a Henry 

The musicians Nickerson and Bowles are even 
more elusive. 
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But we sit quaffing o'er the Wine, 
And your fair Sex so much adore 
In Bumpers drink your Healths once more. 
The Bottles emptied, in come We, 
Dilute our Wine in sober Tea. 
And then at Cards we try who wins 
Until at night the Ball begins. 
The Ball till midnight keeps us up, 
One really has not time to sup. 
Howe' er a morning nap renews 
And fits us for our further Views. 
On Tuesday morn at ten we meet, 
With kind* salutes each other greet. 
When Breakfast's done at Cards we play 
Till Dinner call us all away. 
When Dinner's done, if it please you, 
Ld Guildfords Gardens3 we will view. 
On Wednesdays morn, if you will go, 
We'll visit Temples Stately Stow.4 

This Project in yr. thoughts revolve 
And as you like at last resolve. 
Today with you I think to Dine 
And after Dinner take some Wine 
A Chearfull Glass will answer best 
Our treat & project to digest. 
I need not say I am no Poet 
These simple Lines will plainly shew it 
Yet if it serve to make you smile 
And titter o'er a little while 
I think my time I don't mis-spend 
And I your servant gain my End." 

*you may laugh but 
I don't mean kisses 

Let us hope it all turned out as pleasantly as Thomas Thornton foresaw. Not many years 
were left for these jolly friends to meet together. In June 1769 John Devall died-the monumental 
inscription in Flare Church reads " ... of whom it may be truly said ·he was a faithful friend & a 
good Christian" -and Thomas did not go to Astrop that year. Two years later Sarah Devall sold 
the Flare estates and presumably moved away. From the mid-1770s Thomas went back to Astrop 
annually. In 1782, at the age of 84, he yet found strength enough to pay his wife two weekend 
visits while she was lodging there for an extended period. The story did not quite end with his 
death in March 1783, for his son, Thomas Lee Thomton, paid a subscription in August 1783 
"to the rooms & wells at Astrop"; but the new generation had lived long in Leicestershire and 
had other interests. 

Thomas Thornton Ill had been remarkably loyal to Astrop. By 1770 it had already 
become rather unfashionable. A decade later anybody who was anybody had gone elsewhere. 
The Great Room was still opened each year in June or July down to about 1808 for public enter
tainments. Thereafter a ~at silence descended upon Astrop and the buildings were left to fall 
apart. About 1914 Beeby Thompson went to look at the site. He could discern the ruins of the 
Assembly Room and the Music Room. The stone enclosure around the Spring was still there, 
with four steps down and the water issuing from a pipe near the floor. What news of Astrop Spa 
now? 

* * * * 
3 Refers to Lord Guildford's seat at Wroxton, 4 Refers to Lord Temple's seat at Stowe, near 

near Ban bury. Buckingham. 



THOMAS THORNTON AT ASTROP SPA 285 

Since writing the above I could not resist the opportunity of visiting the site of the Spa 
in the company of the Editor and Mr. Bruce Bailey. On a sunny autumn day we were impressed 
by the stillness of the parkland and the natural beauty of the trees which have taken root where 
once stood the pleasure rooms of a popular watering place. Now the sole remains are the Well 
(with stone-work recently restored) and the wide brook mentioned in the description in 1740. In 
Astrop village itself certain buildings give the impression that their very size must· connect them 
with the erstwhile Spa, but this would be difficult to establish. The discovery of a site-plan or 
drawings of the Spa buildings in their heyday is greatly to be desired. 

Sources: 
Thornton (Brockhall) documents at the North

amptonshire Record Office, viz., Th 2035,2036,2037, 
2723; Letter, Lady North to Lady Kaye, dated 
16.8.1739 in the Dartmouth Papers; Article by Beeby 

CHRISTOPHER TONGUE. 

Thompson, F.C.S., F.G.S., on "Peculiarities of 
Waters and Wells" published in the Journal of the 
Northants Natural History Society, Vol. XVII, No. 
139, Sept. 1914; "The Journeys of Celia Fiennes", 
ed. C. Morris. 

LAWRENCE WASHINGTON IN OXFORDSHIRE 

MR. Leslie Baily, who is compiling a history of Sibford in Oxfordshire (a few miles west of 
Banbury), has written to tell me that Lawrence and Robert Washington are on record as selling 
the manor of Sibford Gower in 1579. This is our first intimation that Lawrence Washington 
(d. 1584) of Sulgrave and his son and heir-apparent, Robert Washington, had land transactions 
in Oxfordshire. (For Lawrence and Robert, both of whom were direct ancestors of President 
George Washington, see my paper on the Sulgrave Washingtons in Northamptonshire Past & 
Present for 1966.) G.W. 
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JOHN BRIDGES, PETER WHALLEY AND THE HISTORY OF THE COUNTY 

"He raised the marble from the quarry, but did not polish or 
shape a single column of the edifice." 

IN the year 1791 an event took place which 
was to become of great consequence to 
the students of our county's history, for 
this was the year that the History of the 
County of Northamptonshire by John 
Bridges appeared after a delay of 72 years 
since its inception, when Bridges travelled 
the county in his search for material; 
during this year also came the news of the 
death of its last editor, and in the Gentle
man's Magazine the following account 
was set forth : 

"At Os tend, in his 69th year, the 
Rev. Peter Whalley, L.L.B., rector 
of the united parishes of St. Gab
riel, Fenchurch, and St. Margaret 
Pattens in the city of London, Vicar 
of Horley in Surrey, and formerly 
grammar master of Christ's Hos
pital." 

A poor obituary for one who 
"polished the marble" of that mass of 
unsorted material, which was left at the 
untimely death of John Bridges, and made 
it into the important volumes we know 
today. 

John Bridges, a bencher of Lin
coln's Inn, and possessor of a considerable 

REv. RoBERT NARES 
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estate at Barton Seagrave in this county, started collecting material for his projected History in 
1719. He engaged the artist Peter Tillemans to draw the illustrations for the work, and whilst 
doing so Tillemans was paid one guinea a day and had the hospitality of Bridges' house at Barton 
Seagrave. Thomas Eayre, a member of the Kettering family of bell-founders, horologists and 
cartographers, also executed a number of drawings for the work, and in fact was responsible for 
the first large-scale map of the county, first published in 1779, that appeared in its revised and 
second edition in the final production of the finished History (although promised in the proposals, 
it is not always to be found). 

On 16 March 1724, John Bridges died at the early age of 58 at his chambers in London. 
His funeral cortege took five days to travel from Lincoln's Inn to his burial place at Barton 
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Seagrave. This final journey was an expensive affair, and the cost for the bearers and their lodgings 
on the journey amounted to £146 14s. ld. 1 

During his lifetime, Bridges had assembled a vast library which was sold in London in 
1725. It took 27 days to sell the 4,000 books and manuscripts, and the sale realised the large sum 
of £4,160 12s. Od.2 

Mter Bridges' death, his brother, William, to whom he had willed his manuscripts relating 
to the county, engaged Doctor Samuel Jebb, a learned physician, to edit and prepare the work 
for publication, and instructed Gibbons, a law bookseller at the Middle-Temple, to circulate 
proposals for a subscription issue. The proposals were elaborate affairs on whole sheets, printed 
in red on the title page. 7,000 copies ofthe proposals were circulated in 1735 and another 1,650 
in 1737. The price of the History was to be four guineas in two instalments of two guineas each. 
But trouble was not far ahead, for after the first two numbers were printed about the year 1739, 
followed by others, making 164 pages in all, Gibbons, in 1742, became bankrupt, causing all the 
subscriptions to be lost and left the project in jeopardy. 

After this occurred, some of the unused copper-plates prepared from the drawings 
especially commissioned, were purchased by Doctor Rawlinson, who deposited them with the 
Bodleian Library, where they remain to this day. · 

Dr. Jebb, the editor, was left without the satisfaction that would have evolved from the 
completion of his duties and without payment for his endeavours. This however was rectified 
when William Cartwright of Aynho advanced sufficient money to re-pay the debt to the learned 
Doctor. 

All action lapsed until at the 1755 Assize in Northampton, when the Rev. Mr. Benjamin 
Buckler3 was asked to take on the unfinished History, but he declined and the task was entrusted 
to Rev. Peter Whalley. 

Whalley's family were natives of Northamptonshire and although Peter Whalley was born at 
Rugby in 1722, after graduating from Oxford in 17 44 his early ministry was mainly exercised in 
this county; it was during this period that the three sons of his first wife Mary were christened 
at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Northampton, and at Courteenhall; but by the time of 
Mary's death in 1767, they had all pre-deceased her. 

With Whalley's administration came a re-printing of the Hundreds, previously edited by 
Dr. Jebb, only now the 164 pages of the 1st edition were re-printed into 150 pages, with the 
Hundred of Sutton appearing before that of Norton. 

The first volume of the 2nd edition was published in 1762 and was followed by the first 
part of a second volume in 17 69 when delays struck the Work again. For with tlie passage of time, 
naturally came the death of many of the Gentlemen of the County that formed the Grand Jury, 
until just two solitary members remained: Sir Thomas Cave, who inherited his father's interest 
in the Work, and Sir William Dol ben of Finedon. 

Mter a further delay of seven years with the material lying at the Oxford University Press, 
a new committee was formed. 

The letter printed below gives a contemporary view of the true reasons for this further 
delay in publication. It was written in 1791 by Daniel Prince, who besides being the Oxford 
bookseller was the overseer to the University Press,4 and as such was responsible for seeing the 

1 Notes and Queries, Vol. I, p. 109. 
2 Bibliotheca Bridgesianae Catalogus, London, 

1725. 

3 Dr. Buckler was the anonymous author of 
Stemmata Chicheliana. 

4 Information from the Printer to the University. 
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Work through the press. In this letter he is addressing Mr. John Loveday of Williamscote, 
Banbury, a subscriber to the History, and from the manner in which the letter is written, an 
acquaintane-e of his. 

Oxford, 5 August 1791 
Sir, 

Had it not been for the unremitted Attention of the worthy Sir William Dol ben* 
I do not think the Northamptonshire History, so far as Mr. Brydges had prepared 
Materials, would ever have appear'd. It would have been a capital Work had it been 
brought down to the year 1780. As it is, I hope it has its Merits; its use at least it will 
have. The Index will much assist its use. I was the unlucky Printer of it, I began it 
in 1758. When I was first engag' d by the Gentlemen of the County, who in 1758 
were chiefly Natives of that County. I thought Dr. Buckler would have been the 
Editor; and he would had the Materials been less bulky. The unfortunate poor Man 
who was the Editor,5 died at Ostend about two Months ago; he had every Qualifica
tion necessary for the Undertaking, and would have soon got through it had he not 
accepted the Head Master's Appointment at Christ's Hospital, which at once sent the 
work to sleep for seven years at least. He next labour' d with the uncomfortable con
dition of a sickly wife,6 who died and left him without Family. Then, without recol
lecting that it was the time to acquit himself of his Engagements of the History of 
the School, he unfortunately fell in love with one of the prettiest young Women he 
ever saw, with nothing else to recommend her as a Wife.7 I hope his Friends are kind 
to the Widow and children. The eldest is a daughter, one of the first Greek Scholars 

* For Sir William Dolben see "A Northamptonshire Worthy" in this number, p. 278. He was the father 
of Sir English Dolben. 

5 Rev. Peter Whalley. 
6 Mary, his first wife. 

7 Betsy J acobs. 
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of her sex. The young lady too has beauty added to her Learning. I must boast how 
kind I have been to the Publick in perservering in my Department against every 
discouragement. Sir W. Dolben only would listen to the want of assistance. In one 
of my Applications to the Gentlemen of the County about 15 years ago, when I met 
with Strangers only among the Grand Jury, they desired me to take the work to 
myself to satisfy my Demand then owing me. 

On Wednesday last I receiv'd the Prints which were printed in London. Two 
Prints are sent loose, w'ch I am told I shall be inform'd where they are to be placed. 
As soon as I know I will send word. The Map of the County also is not yet come. 
Still, as so many promises have been made, I think it best to send it as it is, but hope 
Mr. Rushworth8 will wait till I can send it to him without Apology. 

Second Payment to the History of Northamptonshire 
Binding in Boards 

£ s. d. 
2 2 0 
0 2 6 

2 4 6 

I thank God I gather ·strength in my strain' d leg, and hope still to recover before 
Winter. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient, faithful and oblig' d servt, 

Danl. Prince 

This letter came to light recently when I purchased the "Loveday" Bridges from 
Blackwells of Oxford. This copy of the History is annotated to the Gentleman's Magazine and 
Archaeologia. So neatly penned, it is not at first glance easily differentiated from the printed 
word. Mr. Loveday was a frequent contributor to the Gentleman's Magazine on local historical 
matters. 

And so at last, in 1791, the total collection of material formed by John Bridges so many 
years before came unexpectantly to fruition. The preface was written by the Rev. Robert Nares 
who was vicar of Easton Maudit 1782-1806 and of Great Doddington 1784-96, as well as an 
assistant preacher at Lincoln's Inn: the excellent index was prepared by Samuel Ayscough, the 
assistant librarian at the British Museum, who was known as the "prince of index makers" for 
the love and diligence he brought to his task. Robert Nares himself was Assistant Librarian at 
the British Museum from 1796. 

With regards to Whalley's second marriage which took place in 1768 to Betsy Jacobs, of 
the four children she presented him with, three were still living at their father's death: Samuel, 
Katharine Georgiana, the Greek scholar mentioned in the letter, and Elizabeth, the wife of 
Charles Harrison. Betsy Whalley, the widow, died on 16 March 1803. 

No doubt the old argument will remain open for ever as to whether Peter Whalley made 
the best possible use of that vast collection of manuscripts that remain in the care of the Bodleian 
Library; but for most of us, the proof of Whalley's renown lies in the fact that The Bridges' 
History of Northamptonshire is still as yet the prime source of information for anyone researching 
into the history of this county. 

8 A near neighbour of Mr. Loveday at Culworth. 
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SOME INTERESTING COMPILATIONS OF BRIDGES' "HISTORY" 

The "Dash" Copy in the British Museum Addit. MSS.32118-32122 bequeathed by Mr. William 
Dash of Kettering, is in five volumes. It was collected by his father, Mr. Thomas Dash, the book
seller and publisher, and contains an elaborate assemblage of drawings by George Clark of Scald
well, and water-colours by Bradley, together with numerous tracts published by Dash. Some 
MSS. are included, i.e.: 

A poll for Burgesses in 1695. 
MS. plan of homestead and old enclosure of Little Bowden by Reynolds. 
MS. plan of Great Harrowden parks by J. Harris. 

The British Museum-Addit. MSS. 32467-hold the collection of 269 sketches prepared by 
Tillemans, Eayre, etc., for the original edition and not included in the final publication. Of these 
the following are indicative of their interest: 

The site of Stewardsley Priory. 
Chapel at Shittlelanger ( Shutlanger) now a farmhouse. 
The ruins of Buckton (Boughton) Hall. 
The coloured drawings of the eleven paintings on glass that were in 

Clendon (Glendon) church. 
The copy of the portrait of Queen Katherine Parr, that formerly hung at 

Glendon Hall and supposed to be a true likeness. (Seep. 293.) 

The Northampton County Library extra illustrated copy ex libris Thomas Barrett of Lee. A fine 
set profusely illustrated and b~aring maps of the county by Speed, Bowen, Ellis, Eayre and 
others, with many engravings of local dignitaries, mansions and MS. letters appertaining to the 
contents of the History. 

The Northampton Public Library possess a copy of the History bound in four volumes having the 
bookplate of Lord Lyveden. This is extra-illustrated and also contains many additions in the way 
of marginal notes relating to archaeological findings. 

Also, this library has in its local collection the edition of the History edited by Dr. Jebb, 
comprising the Hundreds of Fawsley, Wardon and Norton in 160 pages. 

1770 

1783 
1827 
1834 

1970 

Some ear{v prices for the History from catalogues in the 
Northampton Public Library 

A sale catalogue by Collis of Kettering for the library of Rev. Shuter of Kibworth 
Volume I and first part Volume 11. £1 Ss. Od. 
A sale of books by Dash of Kettering. First volume only. 15s. Od. 
A catalogue of books by Dash. Two volumes. £6 16s. 6d. 
A catalogue of books for sale by Dash. The two volumes but without the index. 

Recently at Kettering the 2 vols. fetched £230! 
£4 14s. 6d. 

RosEMARY EADY. 
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QUEEN CATHERINE PARR AND LADY }ANE GREY 

IN 1965, the National Portrait Gallery bought 
at Sotheby's a full length portrait said to repre
sent Queen Catherine Parr, the last wife of 
Henry VIII. This full length portrait was 
formerly at Glendon Hall, near Kettering. It 
was engraved by W. S. Wilkinson, and is one of 
the illustrations to Baker's History and Antiqui
ties of the County of Northampton (Vol. II). 

According to tradition it was "discovered" at 
Glendon Hall by the Booth family1 when they 
bought Glendon. The purchaser . was John 
Booth (1721-82), whose father (another John) 
was factor to the Duke of Montagu at Boughton. 
He bought it in 17 58 from the two heiresses of 
the last Lane of Glendon. The picture remained 
at Glendon until 1953, when it was sold at 
Christie's by Mrs. F. Vincent Gompertz (nee 
Booth). It had been supposed that the identity 
of the picture was an intelligent guess by John 
Booth, because Ralph Lane of Glendon and 
Horton had married the heiress ofWilliam Lord 
Parr of Horton, uncle of Queen Catherine Parr. 2 

However, in the Eayre-Tillemans drawings in 
the British Museum3 is a drawing (almost cer
tainly by Peter Tillemans) of Queen Catherine 
Parr inscribed as being in Mr. Lane's Gallery 
at Glendon. Some of the drawings are dated 
1719 and 1721, although this particular one is 
not. The drawing, however, does establish that 
the portrait did belong to the Lanes, that they 
thought it represented Queen Catherine Parr, 
and the pedigree of the picture is set back 
another fifty years. 

Whatever the Lanes may have thought, it is 
now accepted that the picture represents not 
Queen Catherine, but Lady Jane Grey, who 
was brought up in the Queen's household. For 
one thing, it must have been painted 1547-50, 

1 Roy Strong, Tudor and Jacobean Portraits, 
National Portrait Gallery, 1969. 

2 For the Lanes, and their history, see Northamp
tonshire Past and Present, Vol. Ill, No. 1, "A Royalist 
Squire's Letter on the Eve of the Restoration". Lord 
Parr of Horton was not only uncle of Queen Catherine, 
but Chamberlain of her household, so quite likely to 
have acquired the portrait of Lady Jane Grey. 

3 B.M. Add. MSS 32467. 
THE GLENDON PORTRAIT OF "CATHERINE PARR" 

now identified as Lady J ane Grey 

293 
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DRAWING OF "CATHERINE PARR" 
in the Eayre-Tillemans Drawings at the British 
Museum "in Mr. Lane's Gallery at Glendon" 

when Lady J ane was between ten and thirteen 
years old, and shows a young girl, not a mature 
woman, as Catherine Parr would have been 
(she was thirty-five years old in 1547). More
over, the coroneted pendant jewel which the 
subject is wearing also appears in the earliest 
known engraving of Lady Jane Grey which 
appeared in Henry Holland's Herwologia (1620) 
and which is accepted as derived from an 
authentic portrait. 

In Dr. Roy Strong's opinion, the artist was 
"Master John", who painted the portrait of 
Queen Mary I as Princess in 1544, which is 
also at the National Portrait Gallery. Nothing 
is known about "Master John", apart from his 
name, which occurs in Princess Mary's Privy 
purse accounts ("Item pd. to one John that 
drue her grace in a table, v.li"). Master John 

was obviously very much in the Holbein tradi
tion, although, as Dr. Strong says, "slightly 
more formalised and two-dimensional in ap
proach". By way of contrast, we here reproduce 
an authentic portrait of Catherine Parr, which 
was acquired by the National Portrait Gallery 
just after the publication of Dr. Strong's book. 

· This shows just what one would expect, a 
mature, composed woman, with sufficient 
physical attractions to merit four husbands, one 
of whom was Henry VIII! 

Queen Catherine was herself connected with 
Northamptonshire in several ways. Her father, 
Sir Thomas Parr of Kendal, Westmorland 
(where she was born), was High Sheriff of 
Northamptonshire in 1509. His wife (Catherine's 
mother) was Maud, daughter and co-heiress of 
the last Greene of Green's N orton. Her second 
husband, John, Lord Latimer (one of the 
leaders of the Pilgrimage of Grace), was Lord 
of the manors of Bozeat, Cor by and Stowe Nine 
Churches, all in Northamptonshire. 

Her uncle, Lord Parr of Horton, inherited 
that property through marriage with the heiress 
of the Salisburys. Her brother, William Parr, 
was created Lord Parr ofKendal by Henry VIII, 
who also made him Earl of Essex and one of his 
executors. He was made Marquess of North
ampton by his nephew, Edward VI. He was one 
of the principal supporters of Lady Jane Grey, 
for which, on the failure of her cause, he for
feited his honours and was condemned to death. 
The death sentence was not carried out and he 
remained "Mr. Parr" until restored to his 
marquisate by Elizabeth. Two of Catherine's 
first cousins married into Northamptonshire 
families, Maud Parr marrying Ralph Lane of 
Horton and Glendon, and Mary marrying Sir 
Thomas Tresham of Rushtoi), after her death, 
Lord Prior of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. 

Finally, it might be mentioned that the Parr 
family were responsible for bringing to North
amptonshire a family whose fame has spread far 
beyond its borders. It was William, Lord Parr 
ofHorton, who befriended Lawrence Washing
ton, bailiff at Warton, a Parr property in West
morland, and it was William Parr who, on 
inheriting Horton from his wife, brought 
Lawrence Washington to Northamptonshire, 
where he found both a wife, and a new career 
as a member of the Northampton Borough 
Corporation. (Northamptonshire Past & Present, 
Vol. IV, No. 1, p. 37). 

GYLES !SHAM 
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THE FIRST Two BASSETTS OF WELDON

Novi Barones of the early and mid-twelfth Century 

This article concludes Mr. W. T. Reedy's discussion of "The 
First Two Bassets of Weldon", the first part of which ap
peared in N.P. & P. Vol. IV, No. 4. The articles were 
written while the author was doing research in England on a 
grant from the Research Foundation of the State University 
of New York, Albany. 

IT may never be possible to write an exhaustive history of all of Richard Basset I's estates_, but 
the basic facts about his tenurial position in the feudal structure are nevertheless quite clear. He 
held six estates from the Earl of Leicester_,28 perhaps enough fees to make him an honorial baron. 
But Richard's elevation to the baronage itself-the ranks of the tenants-in-chief-was the most 
important aspect of his feudal position. Richard held in 1130 an estate in chief of 176 hides of 
geldable demesne, located in 10 different counties ;29 the core of this estate as a baron was the 
honour of Weldon, Northants., comprising 29 hides in Northants. and 67 hides in Leics.ao The 
Northamptonshire Survey of ea. 1124-29 (printed in vol. i of the V.C.H. for Northants.) and the 
Leicestershire Survey of ea. 1130 prove conclusively that Richard Basset was holding Weldon at 
that time, the escheated Domesday barony of Robert de Buci. Richard's barony of Weldon 
comprised estates in at least 46 vills of Leics. and Northants., as can be proved from the two 
surveys first cited, the documents extant concerning Richard's foundation of Launde Priory_, 
Leics.,31 and the carta of his eldest son and heir, Geoffrey Ridel II, in 1166.32 It is not known 
exactly how many knights' fees were owed the king for just Weldon itself, but in 1166 Geoffrey 
Ridel II reported that his father Richard ·Basset had held in 1135 184 carucates in chief for a 
servitum debitum of fifteen knights' fees. 33 This figure of 184 carucates agrees in general with the 
figure of 176 hides on which, as seen, danegeld was pa_rdoned in 1130. Geoffrey was still holding 
these 184 caru-cat-es in chief in 1166 for a fee of 15 kmghts_, but very few of them were still held 
by him in demesne. 

Both Sanders and Stenton are quite sure that Richard Basset became possessed of Weldon 
ea. 1124-30, but they do not bring in Matilda Ridel or her mother Geva to account for it.34 It is 
true that the charter of Henry I which outlines the complicated arrangements made for the 
marriage of Richard with Matilda Ridel in 1123 does not mention Weldon by name or even seem 
to include the barony.35 It would be possible to argue that when Weldon escheated to the crown 

28 Slade, Leicestershire Survey, p. 93. 
29 Pipe Roll 31 Henry I, pp. 86, 89, 6, 12, 46, 72, 

76, 106, 121. 
ao Ibid., pp. 86, 89. . 
31 Monasticon Anglicanum, ed. Caley, Elhs and 

Bandinel (1817-1830), vi, p. 188. Launde was fo~nded 
by Richard no later than 1129-33-Regesta tt, no. 
1839. 

32 Red Book of the Exchequer, i, pp. 329-30. Geoffrey 
Ridel II's carta is one of the few of these cartae 
baronum which give place-names; thirty places are 
named, twenty-four of which were part of his father 
Richard's and his own barony of Weldon. 

33 Ibid. 
34 Sanders, English Baronies, p. 49: "Very little is 

known of Robert de Buci who held Great Weldon 
when Domesday Book was compiled. A large part of 
his lands, which seem either to have escheated or to 
have been forfeit to the crown, were granted to 
Richard I Basset, justiciar of Henry I, some time 
after 1122". F. M. Stenton, V.C.H.for Leicestershire, 
i, p. 293: "The fief of Robert de Buci is of interest 
for its subsequent history, for in the reign of Henry I 
it passed by forfeiture or escheat into the king's hand 
and was granted out again by him to his minister 
Richard Basset, a member of one of the families 
which Henry 'raised from the dust' at the expense 
of the nobility of the Conquest". 

35 Stenton, First Century, p. 85 and n. 2: Regesta ii, 
no. 1389. 
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temp. Henry I, it was granted out to Richard Basset directly, i.e., not through any Ridel, except 
for the fact that Matilda's mother Geva Ridel was possessed of the barony as of her own right 
after its escheat, 36 and the Sloane Roll version of the Leicestershire Survey speaks of Richard 
Basset's holdings in Weldon as "de feodo Mathildis Ridel". It seems clear therefore that when 
Henry I gave Richard Basset Matilda Ridel in marriage in 1123 and the custody of her dead father's 
lands, Matilda also brought to her husband her mother's barony of Weldon, for him to hold 
iure uxoris. Exactly when Geva was ever granted Weldon by Henry I remains unclear, but the 
passage of Weldon from Geva to Matilda and Richard seems certain. 

It is impossible to say what the 96 hides of W eldon were worth in ea. 1130, but the Domesday 
evaluation of only £36 must certainly have been increased considerably by 1130. In 1130 Richard 
rendered account of £40 for custody of the land of his dead father-in..:.law, Geoffrey Ridel 1,37 

but this payment could not have concerned W eldon, which Richard held not in wardship but as 
its lord. In order to form a general idea of how important a baron Richard was, it is necessary 
to estimate the monetary value of not just W eldon itself, but of the entire barony which both 
Richard and his son and heir Geoffrey Ridel II owed the king fifteen knights for. It would not 
be possible to call Richard and Geoffrey's an "important" barony on Professor Painter's scale 
unless it were valued annually at at least £100-150. Knight service owed on fifteen fees in Weldon 
and elsewhere must have required a barony worth at least £100-150 per annum to support it. In 
fact a barony containin_g 184 carucates (or 176 hides) was probably worth by the mid-twelfth 
century nearly £200. In short, Richard and Geoffrey were "important" barons on Painter's scale, 
but grade three, important barons whose estates were nevertheless too scattered to give them a 
dominant position in any one shire. 

Geoffrey Ridel II is the first Basset layman in England in whose name as grantor were 
executed loose private charters which still survive. The three charters in question (B.M. charters 
Harley 55 d.8, Lansdowne 691 and Wolley i.42) are especially interesting for the history of the 
first century of English feudalism because they do not involve ecclesiastical property and issues 
at all, but are concerned solely with private feudal arrangements made between lay feudatories. 
As such they were probably never copied into cartularies. The older historians of Northampton
shire apparently did not know of their existence. 38 They exhibit some of the fascinating character
istics typical of mid-twelfth century private charters, characteristics which even before 1200 began 
to change as the development of common form forced all private charters, whether issued by 
earls and greater barons or by the humblest of free peasants, into a commonplace style which was 
no longer imitative of royal writs.39 Mid-twelfth century earls and greater barons, like the king, 
commonly enjoined the observance of their charters with a clause opening with the words Quare 
uolo etfirmiter precipio; Geoffrey Ridel II does so in Wolley eh. i.42. Mid-twelfth century charters 
of earls and greater barons often close with the name of the place at which they were executed, 
in imitation of the dating clause of a royal writ; Lansdowne eh. 691 closes with the phrase "Apud 
Landam", i.e., at Launde, Leics. Mid-twelfth century earls and greater barons did not think it 
essential to warranty their grants; and so there are no clauses of warranty in these three charters. 

It is remarkable how much information is compressed into these charters; for example, 
there is a total of 48 different persons-grantors, grantees, witnesses, and others-mentioned in 
them. Twelve different place-names occur. Professor Stenton in 1920 printed accurate transcripts 
of Lansdowne 691 and Harley 55 d. 8,40 but the transcript of Wolley i.42 printed b:y I. H. Jeayes 
in 1906 contains several inaccuracies and so has been retranscribed, in the appendix to this article. 
Also, Wolley i.42 is by far the best preserved of the three and is written in an excellent book-hand. 

Although Lansdowne 691 was issued at Launde, and Harley 55 d. 8 was issued at North
ampton, both charters are dated by Stenton as ea. 1160, both were written by the same scribe, 

36 Wrottesley, Collections, iii, pp. 187-88. 
37 Pipe Roll 31 Henry I, p. 81. 
ss George Baker, The History and Antiquities of the 

County of Northampton, (London, 1822-30), 2 vols.; 
John Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northamp-

tonshire (Oxford, 1791), 2 vols. 
39 Stenton, Gilbertine Charters, pp. x:xxiii, x:xxiv. 
4° F. M. Stenton, ed., Documents Illustrative of the 

Social and Economic History of the Danelaw (London, 
1920). 
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both are grants by Geoffrey to his brother-in-law John de Stuteville, and the witness lists of 
both charters are very similar-24 persons attest both charters, while only 5 witnesses to each 
charter are unique to that charter. It is therefore quite likely that both charters were issued at 
about the same time in 1160. In Lansdowne 691 Geoffrey Ridel II grants to John de Stuteville, 
in feudo et hereditate, Ketelbiam, Warleiam, Stantonam, Elingham, Scultorp, one carucate in 
Auintona, Torp, and Scheftintonam. These vills were Ab Kettleby, Leics., Wardley, Rutland, 
Husband's Bosworth, Leics., Ellingham and Sculthorpe, Norfolk, Evington, Leics., Thorpe 
Langton, Leiq;., and Skeffington, Leics. All the Leicestershire places were included in the honour 
of Weldon which Geoffrey's father had been the first Basset to hold. In addition, John received 
the service of seven named knights: R. filius Hugonis, R. filius Turchetill', Hugo filius Gaufridi 
de Alvers, Maberia de Glorestona, Willelmus de Flecheneia, R. filius · Iuonis de Kibewrd', and 
Lodevicus de Merdefeld'. Kibewrd was Kibworth Beauchamp, Leics., and Flecheneia was Fleck
ney, Leics., in which vills Geoffrey's father had held as of the honour ofWeldon. Glorestona was 
Glooston, Leics., a vill which Geoffrey's father had held from the earl of Leicester. Merdefeld 
was probably Marefield, Leics., a place wherein Geoffrey's father had also had a holding. In 
Harley 55 d. 8 Geoffrey does not mention any specific places, but makes a general grant to John 
of all the tenements John holds of Geoffrey, this grant being made on the same day that John 
did liege homage to Geoffrey at Northampton. The charter refers to a chirograph which. contains 
the names of John's tenements, but _this document is not extant. Hugh the cellarer and Ernald 
the chaplain who attest both charters are obviously members of Geoffrey's baronial household. 
It is clear that Geoffrey was closely associated with his father's foundation of Launde Priory, 
because Ralph the prior of Launde and "R" the subprior attest both charters, and in fact Ralph 
the prior heads the witness list of each of the three charters. Both charters are attested by Geoffrey's 
brothers Ralph Basset II and I of Drayton, Staffs., d. ea. 1160, and William Basset of Sapcote, 
Leics., d. ea. 1185, as well as by Geoffrey's son and heir for Weldon, Richard Basset II. (Geoffrey's 
brothers also attest Wolley i. 42). The fact that Simon d'Oilly attests both charters is good evidence 
for the continuing association of the Bassets and the d'Oillys. The Richard Engaine and Richard 
filius Vicecomitis who attest both charters appear at the head of Geoffrey's list of his undertenants 
in 1166.41 As would be expected, some Stutevilles witness both charters. 

The phraseology ofWolley eh. i. 42 is somewhat more complicated than that of the above 
two charters, and the_ transaction itself is _interesting for th~ light it throws on contemporary 
feudal practices. In this charter Geoffrey Ridel II grants to hts undertenant Gervase fitz Richard 
the vill of Duckmanton, Derbyshire, to hold of Geoffrey as Gervase's antecessors had held it of 
Geoffrey's. It is possible that this land had descended to Geoffrey from his maternal grandfather 
Geoffrey Ridel I, d. 1120, its putative mesne lord in 1086 ;42 if Duckmanton did so descend, the~ 
it would have been part of the lands of Geoffrey Ridel I which Richard Basset I had held in 
wardship for his brother-in-law Robert Ridel, whose fate is unknown but who never came into 
his inheritance. It is not clear from the charter whether Geoffrey is holding Duckmanton in chief 
or not, but since according to the charter Colston Basset, Notts., a vill which Geoffrey held of 
the honour ofWallingford, is to be combined with Duckmanton for Gervase to hold from Geoffrey 
as one knight's fee, it seems likely that neither place was held by Geoffrey in chief. The charter 
makes clear that Colston is held by Gervase immediately of Geoffrey's "brother", and that both 
Colston and Duckmanton are to be held together of Geoffrey as one fee. This must mean that 
the younger brother was holding Colston of his eldest brother, Geoffrey, if Gervase was holding 
it of both brothers. The younger brother must be Ralph Basset II and I of Drayton, Staffs., 
because ea. 1150 Geoffrey had in fact confirmed Colston to Ralph II, as their paternal grandfather 
and father had granted it to Ralph.43 In 1166 Ralph Basset Ill, son and heir of Ralph II, d. 1160, 
is holding Colston of Geoffrey, but as one fee itself, Duckmanton not being mentioned at all, 
nor any fitz Richard undertenant.44 

The charter goes on to state that Gervase's brother William fitz Richard had preceded 
Gervase at Duckmanton. William, instead of enfeoffing his brother directly, had returned Duck-

41 Red Book of the Exchequer, i, p. 329. 
42 See comments by the Rev. S. P. H. Statnam, 

Journal of Derbyshire Arch. and Nat. Hist.Soc., no. 47 

(1925), pp. 182, 201, 202. 
43 Collections for a History-of Staffordshire, iii, p. 188. 
44 Red Book of the Exchequer, i, p. 331. 
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manton to Geoffrey, his lord, in order for Geoffrey to be able to enfeoff Gervase, which Geoffrey 
had then done. Among the witnesses to this charter, Thomas de Sais and Humphrey Pulcinus 
also attested a charter of ea. 1150 of Ralph Basset Il,45 and Bos attests all three of the charters 

. analysed here. 

These three charters constitute invaluable evidence for the early history of the first two 
Basset barons of Great Weldon. 

At W eldon is the site of the Bassets moated Manor house south of the church adjacent to 
the churchyard. UnfortunatelY., this site was not included in the list of scheduled monuments 
kept by the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments, and in 1967 the County Planning Committee 
gave permission for the erection of a bungalow there. Considerable earth works remain, and 
before World War II some excavations were carried out by the local schoolmaster; masonry and 
pottery were found, confirming the site of the manor. Mrs. Gwen Brown undertook an 
excavation of the site under the auspices of the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments in the summer 
of 1970, and readers will be interested in her comments which appear below. 

"Over the past three months, by kind permission of Mr. S. Fitton, Headmaster of Weldon 
Village School, an investigation has been carried out in the area west of Great Weldon Church 
known as Basset's Close. It has long been thought to be the site of the Basset Manor and this 
excavation was carried out to recover as much of the original building as possible. 

The area consists of a level platform upon which the present bungalow has been built; to 
the north an abrupt bank four feet high separates the platform from the rest of the area which 
slopes gently down to the stream where there are traces of what could have been fish-ponds. On 
the platform, some masonry was uncovered when the bungalow was built and a wall complex was 
found in further excavation. 13th and 14th Century pottery was associated with this building. 
Alterations and re-building had taken place and later the area was filled in as a courtyard. 

The bank north of this building was found to contain substantial walling and it was possible 
to produce a ground plan of this part of the building. Pottery and small finds date this area as 
15th Century. At the east end of this section considerable quantities of slag and cinders were found 
together with the base of a potter's wheel. Tools associated with the pottery intlustry, kiln fabric, 
some with glazing upon it and considerable ash, and a great deal of 12th, 13th Century sherd all 
pointed to the close proximity of kilns and a bloomery; this was probably the area of the potter's 
workshop. (Bloomery=furnace ). 

It is hoped to get the greater part of the ground plan of both periods and to find and record 
the kilns." 

W. T. REEDY. 

APPENDIX 

G ( aufridus) Ridel omnibus hominibus suis clericis et laicis francis et anglis salutem. 
Sciatis me reddidisse Geruasio filio Ricardi hereditatem suam videlicet Duchemanetun' sibi et 
heredibus suis ad tenendum de me et de heredibus meis liberam et quietam per seruitium unius 
militis pro Duchemanetuna et pro terra de Colestun' quam de fratre meo tenet. Quia recognitum 
fuit in curia mea quod W(illelmus) frater eius filius Ricardi fratrem suam G( ervasium) in sua 
libera potestate inde hereditauit et mihi eandem Duchemanetun' reddidit et omnino de se et 
suis quietam dimisit ut istum G(ervasium) inde hereditarem. Quapropter ei eandem terram 
reddidi et hominagium suum inde accepi. Quare uolo et firmiter precipio ut libere et quiete et 
honorifice teneat sicut antecessores46 sui melius et liberius de antecessoribus meis tenuerunt. 
T(estibus) Radulfo Priore de Landa, Radulfo Basset, et W(illelmo) Basset, Thoma de Sais, 
Bosone, G. de Suttun', Helia clerico, Unfrido Pulcino, Roberto de Weled', W. de Colestun', 
W. filio Hugonis, Roberto filio Lewine et aliis multis. [ea. 1155-60]. 

45 Collections for a History of Staffs., vol. 1939, 
pp. 182-3. 

40 Antecessores is corrected from antecessoribus, 
the ending of the latter not being completely ex
punged. 
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