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NOTES AND NEWS 

IT cannot be often that the Founder of a Society, 
such as ours, lives to see the 50th Anniversary 
of its foundation. This, however, is the case 
with the Northamptonshire Record Society, as 
Miss Joan Wake, who was Hon. Secretary of 
the Society from 1920 to 1962, and General 
Editor of its publications, as well as Editor of 
this journal since its first number until 1960, is 
happily still with us. It was on 10 December, 
1920, that two Committees for Northampton 

, and Peterborough were appointed at a Council 
Meeting held at the Public Library at North
ampton. The membership then stood at 96. 
Now there are over 1,100 members, and the 
Society has produced a long and outstanding 
series of volumes. In addition, we have had 
lecturers of great distinction to address us, 
including Dr. A. L. Rouse, Dr. E. Jacob, the 
late Miss Scott-Thomson, Sir Arthur Bryant 
and others. With the publication of the next 
number of Northamptonshire Past and Present, 
the fourth volume will be complete, and it is 
safe to say that modern research into the 
County's history can never be undertaken 
without consulting these volumes. In the early 
years, of course, the work of the Society was 
largely occupied in preserving the Records of 
the County, which without its existence, might 
well have perished. To all this work Miss Wake 
devoted herself, and it is right and fitting that 
on this occasion tribute should be paid first to 
her. 

As Miss Wake would be the first to admit, 
she could not have done this without many 
helpers. She recalls that Mr. James Manfield, 
founder of the Manfield Hospital, was one of 
her early supporters, and, in answer to her first 
letter asking for support, sent her an unsolicited 
£20 for postal expenses ! The names must also 
be mentioned of the late Sir Frank Stenton, 
who attended the opening at Delapre, and the 
late Mr. Mellows of Peterborough. Mr. Sidney 
Elborne, the former chairman, was one of the 
original members. 

At the Summer meeting in 1971, there will 
be a special commemorative exhibition of the 
history of the Society in its first fifty years, and 

the Council have in hand preparations for a 
suitable celebration, in which, it is hoped Miss 
Wake will take part. It may be mentioned that 
it is anticipated that the publication of Miss 
Wake's edition of Daniel Eaton's Letters will 
coincide with the celebrations. 

There have been two successful meetings in 
1970. The Annual General Meeting, held at 
the Cripps Post-graduate Medical Research 
Centre of Northampton General Hospital, was 
followed by a talk on Market Towns by Pro
fessor A. M. Everitt of Leicester University. 
His specialised knowledge of the subject, and 
the slides which illustrated his talk, tracing 
links between market places and the social, 
economic and religious life of towns and villages, 
made it an interesting and stimulating occasion. 
In the autumn, in place of a lecture, our Presi
dent, Sir Gyles !sham, and his sister, Miss 
Virginia !sham, repeated a Dramatic Recital 
on the life of Queen Henrietta Maria, consort 
of Charles I, which they had given in 1969 in 
Wellingborough in aid of the Tithe Barn appeal. 
This recital, based on the life of the Queen by 
Carola Oman (Lady Lenanton), was made more 
realistic by the loan of a valuable portrait of the 
Queen, from Lord Braye's collection at Stanford 
Hall. The Queen's visit to Wellingborough to 
take purging waters was recommended by her 
doctors to cure her of her childlessness. It was 
certainly after this date that she became fecund, 
although whether the waters ofWellingborough 
had anything to do with it is doubtful. 

Though no new volume was published during 
the year, Dr. Pettit's "Royal Forests of North
amptonshire" continues to be in demand, and 
orders for books come from places as far afield 
as Japan, Denmark, Australia and Canada. 
Amongst other publications of the Society the 
reprint of articles on John J ames Graves 
(1832-1903), the Victorian schoolmaster at 
Lamport and Hanging Houghton endowed 
school, and first President of the National 
Union of Teachers, was of particular interest 
at the latter's centenary celebrations held at 
Lamport in June. On 21 June a special service 
was held at Lamport Parish Church, which 
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was attended by a large number of teachers, 
including this year's President of the National 
Union of Teachers, Mr. C. W. Elliott, who, like 
his predecessor, John James Graves, a hundred 
years before, is a Northamptonshire man. The 
moving address was given by Sir Ronald Gould, 
until recently the Secretary of the N. U. T. 

THERE have been many changes in society 
since John J ames Graves first organised the 
teachers with the aim of making them a pro
fessional body, and these changes have been 
accelerated since the Record Society was 
founded fifty years ago. That times of change 
stimulate greater interest in history is borne out 
by the mounting number of students attending 
the Record Rooms at Delapre, the increasing 
number of queries addressed to the ·staff, as 
well as by the interest evinced in local book
shops about material on the town and county 
of Northampton. We are glad to think that at 
least some of this demand can be met by this 
journal. Moreover, it is no longer a case of 
having, as in the past, to harry likely authors to 
make contributions. Articles are now submitted 
from many parts of the world (not only America, 
but Hong Kong and Denmark have provided us 
with these articles) and cover an ever-widening 
number of subjects. 

SERMONS IN STONES 
WE have drawn attention in the past to the 
needs of the Historic Churches Preservation 
Trust. The Correspondence columns of The 
Times abound with letters on this subject, and 
a number of clerical correspondents, in pro
testing about the clergy and their parishioners 
being regarded as museum curators, seem to 
think that the maintenance of the fabric of the 
buildings in their charge interferes with their 
pastoral duties, and too much emphasis is 
placed on their duty to keep their buildings in 
repair. A great many tendentious arguments are 
advanced to support this view. At the evening 
service at St. Peter's, Northampton (a Norman 
church of great importance, most beautifully 
restored), on 29 May, the Bishop of Peter
borough had this to say: 

"It is appropriate to say something about our 
ancient churches in which our own diocese is 
particularly rich. They are not infrequently re
garded and described by some people, inside as 
well as outside, as Millstones round the neck of 
the Church-very expensive to maintain and to 
heat, unsuitable for twentieth century worship, 

burdens which divert the thought and money of 
the clergy and laity into the maintenance of 
buildings rather than the work of the Kingdom 
of God. 

"There is some point in these contentions, 
but not as much as is claimed for them. Our 
historic churches are gifts to God, first of all, 
and stand as a witness outwardly visible, un
mistakable and often beautiful to man's rela
tionship to Him. The stones cry out their own 
message. Many of these churches were not built 
with congregations in mind, but as an act of 
worship, and the best that could be assembled 
of material, of skill and devoted craftsmanship 
offered to the Glory of God. They are to be a 
reflection of the citadel of God within the city 
of man's dominion, themselves a city set on a 

1 
hill. A glorious church can speak more elo
quently of God to men than many sermons
even good ones. 

"Our historic churches are also the summary 
of the history of the community in the midst of 
which they stand. They do not belong to any 
particular generation-but to all, past, present 
and future. This is not to say that some of our 
churches could not rightly be declared redun
dant for pastoral purposes-there may be no 
people to care for. But if they are a legacy of 
age, beauty and religious devotion, they are 
ours to cherish and to use. We thank God for 
the way in which parishes and communities 
(sometimes very small) have striven to look 
after and keep in good order their churches and 
churchyards in this diocese. We thank God for 
all who have served this end, and especially for 
our Northamptonshire Historic Churches Pre
servation Trust." 

AN incident in the early history of the Record 
Society. From Lady Stenton's article on Sir 
Frank Stenton in the Proceedings of the British 
Academy, Vol. LIV (1969), p. 384. 

"In 1920 he [Frank Stenton] and Canon 
Foster both spoke at meetings arranged by 
Miss Wake at Northampton and at Peter
borough, the capital towns of the county and 
the Soke of Peterborough, in support of the 
Northamptonshire Record Society. At North
ampton Mr. [J ames] Manfield proved almost 
as strong a supporter of the Society as was Mr. 
Mellows at Peterborough. Surprised that an 
impecunious scholar was prepared to work 
without payment, Mr. Manfield sent Frank a 
dozen of port and a brace of pheasants." 
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JOHN CLARE'S GYPSIES 

}OHN CLARE fell irrevocably in love with nature and with poetry when he was still a boy. He 
took long, solitary strolls in the countryside around the village of Helpston where he had been 
born in 1793; and, using his hat as a desk, he covered scraps of paper with verses on rural 
scenery, fields, brooks, birds, flowers. The Gypsies who camped on Helpston Heath and the 
neighbouring commons formed a colourful part of this landscape, and they are well to the fore 
in several of Clare's poems. 1 

In the youthful and rather stilted sonnet which started off the series, Clare celebrates his 
delight in the spectacle of a group of Gypsies gathered round a fire and expresses a longing to 
join them: 

"When this I view, the all-attentive mind 
Will oft exclaim (so strong the scene pervades), 
'Grant me this life, thou spirit of the shades!"' 2 

This was not simply poetic attitudiniz.ing: Clare early acquired a taste for their company. In the 
autobiography which he wrote between 1821 and 1826, he describes his boyhood thus: "I grew 
so much into the quiet love of nature's perserves that I was never easy but when I was in the 
fields passing my sabbaths and leisure with the shepherds & herdboys as fancys prompted 
sometimes playing at marbles on the smoothbeaten sheeptracks or leapfrog among the thymy 
molehills sometimes running among the corn to get the red & blue flowers for cockades to play 
at soldiers or running into the woods to hunt strawberries or stealing peas in churchtime when 
the owners were safe to boil at the gypseys fire who went halfshares at our stolen luxury."3 The 
Gypsies appealed to his poetic instincts too: "I knew nothing of poetry then yet I noticd 
everything as anxious as I do now & everything pleasd me as much I thought the gipseys 
camp by the green wood side a picturesque & an adoring object of nature & I lovd the gipseys 
for the beautys which they added to the landscape" .4 In the fifth chapter of the autobiography, 
entitled "My First Attempts at Poetry", he tells how his solitary behaviour and his proclivity 
for strange companions set him apart: "my odd habits did not escape notice they fancyd 
I kept aloof for some sort of study others believd me crazd & some put more criminal inter
pretations to my rambles & said I was night-walking associating with the gipseys robbing the 
woods of the hares & pheasants because I was often in their company & I must confess I found 
them far more honest than their calumniators whom I knew to be of that description" . 5 Later 

1 The Gipsies' Evening Blaze, The Gipsy's Camp, 
Langley Bush, The Gipsy's Song, The Camp, two 
sonnets with the title Gipsies, and parts of The Village 
Minstrel and The Shepherd's Calendar (July), to say 
nothing of the many incidental references to them 
elsewhere. The most comprehensive selection of 
Clare's poetry so far published is The Poems of John 
Clare (ed. J. W. Tibble), 2 vols., London, 1935, and 
references are based on that edition (hereafter cited 
as Poems), except where some later text has been 
established from the manuscript sources-The Shep
herd's Calendar (edd. E. Robinson and G. Summer
field), London, 1964, and Selected Poems and Prose of 
John Clare (edd. Robinson and Summerfield), Lon
don, 1967. 

2 The Gipsies' Evening Blaze (Poems, I, p. 116): 
first published in Poems Descriptive of Rural Life and 
Scenery, 1820, p. 191, but written much earlier. 

3 The Prose of John Clare ( edd. J. W. and Anne 
Tibble), London, · 1951, p. 12; hereafter referred to 
as Prose. In this gathering of the main body of Clare's 
prose from the two collections of MSS at Peter
borough and Northampton, the Tibbles transcribed 
Clare as exactly as possible as he wrote. The only 
alteration I make in quoting from this work is to 
follow the example of Messrs. Robinson and Summer
field elsewhere by leaving a gap between sentences to 
assist the reader. Clare did not take kindly to editorial 
attentions; in his Journal he remarked (30 April1825) 
"Editors are troubled with nice amendings & if 
Doctors were as fond of amputation as they are of 
altering & correcting the world woud have nothing 
but cripples" (Prose, p. 146). 

4 Prose, pp. 24-5. 
5 Prose, pp. 32-3. 
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in the same chapter he returns to his defence of the Gypsies against ill-founded accusations. 
"But everything that is bad is thrown upon the gipsies their name is grown into an ill omen 
& when any of the tribe are guilty of a petty theft the odium is thrown upon the whole tribe 
an ignorant iron-hearted Justice of the Peace at Sessions whose name may perish with his 
cruelty sitting in absence of a wise & kinder associate mixd up this malicious sentence in his 
condemnation of 2 gipsies for horse-stealing 'This atrocious tribe of wandering vagabonds 
ought to be made outlaws in every civilized kingdom & exterminated from the face of the earth!' 
& this persecuting unfeeling man was a clergyman!" 6 Such crimes as they did commit were in 
Clare's experience venial. "They are deceitful generally & have a strong propensity to lying 
yet they are not such dangerous characters as some in civilized life one hardly ever hears of 
a gipsey committing murder their common thefts are trifling depredations taking anything 
that huswifes forget to secure at night killing game in the woods with their dogs but some of 
them are honest." 7 Clare had made much the same plea in The Village Minstrel: 

"And you, poor ragged outcasts of the land, 
That lug your shifting camps from green to green, 
He lov' d to see your humble dwellings stand, 
And thought your groups did beautify the scene: 
Though blam' d for many a petty theft you've been, 
Poor wandering souls, to fate's hard want decreed) 
Doubtless too oft such acts your ways bemean; 
But oft in wrong your foes 'gainst you proceed, 
And brand a gipsy's camp when others do the deed." 8 

A number of Clare's poems bring out the Gypsy's important role in the life of the village 
as a provider of music, song and dance, and it was from some Boswells that Clare himself first 
learned to play the fiddle. "At these feasts & merrymakings I got acquainted with the gipseys 
& often associated with them at their camps to learn the fiddle of which I was very fond the 
first acquaintance I made was with the Boswell crew as they were calld a popular tribe well 
known about here & famous for fiddlers & fortune tellers the old Father who was calld King 
Boswell dyd at a great age this year 30 children & grandchildren all grown up following him in 
singular pomp to the grave." 9 One has to look further afield than Helpston for this funeral, 
since there is no record of anyone of the name of Boswell in Helpston's burial register for 1813-
1830.10 We know that Clare had finished the first eight chapters of his projected autobiography 
by the end of 1824. The third chapter can be attributed on internal evidence to 1823. If one 
may assume that "this year" in the passage just quoted from the fifth chapter meant 1824, the 
aged Boswell "king" could well have been the Henry Boswell who was buried at Wittering on 
8 October 1824 after dying "in the Lane near the Barnack Ford" at the age of ninety. Barnack 
is only three miles from Helpston, and Wittering lies a couple of miles further on. (Wittering 
churchyard contains the graves of at least two more Gypsies-Varto Lee, buried on 12 Novem
ber 1804, and Traynet Smith, buried on 22 November 1851.)11 The gorgios were very ready to 
describe the headman of a Gypsy band as "king" on such occasions; and the opening paragraph 
of a recent booklet on Wittering church refers to the former popularity of Wittering Heath (to 
the north of the village) among the Gypsies, and to the fact that "the 'King of the Gypsies', one 
Henry Boswell, was buried at Wittering in 1824".12 

Clare was an assiduous pupil: "I usd to spend my Sundays & summer evenings among 
them learning to play the fiddle in their manner by the ear & fancy in their pastimes of jumping 
dancing & other amusements". 13 Some years later, in 1820, when he was given another fiddle 

6 Prose, p. 35. 
7 Prose, pp. 36-7. 
8 Poems, I, p. 158. 
9 Prose, p. 35. 

Io I am indebted to the Rev. Stephen Grant, Vicar 
of Helpston, for making a search in this register. 

11 F. H. Groome: In Gipsy Tents, Edinburgh, 1880, 
p. 109. 

12 J. Hall: A Community and its Church, Stamford, 
1969. 

13 Prose, p. 35. 
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by James Hessey (partner of John Taylor, his publisher), he felt unable to part with his old 
one, and told Hessey so in his letter of thanks: "I shall not despise my old one I may lay it 
on the shelf but cannot sell it as it is like an old Friend when I behold it. it reminds me of what 
is past many pains and pleasures mingled together in banished days" .14 And soon he discovered 
more than sentimental reasons for keeping it. In a letter to Taylor, he wrote: "a pt:ofessional at 
Stamford tells me she's a valuable instrument & her equal is not easy to be met with in our 
parts so when I go into quarrelsome company I take my own scraper for fear the other shoud 
be broken" .15 

Clare's reputation as a musician lives on to this day among the Boswells, one of whom
Silvester Gordon Boswell-inserts the following remark into an account of his family tree: "My 
great-grandfather Tyso and Sophia had a large family. One of the daughters was called Maria, 
and she was the wife of John Gray, the gypsy fiddler who is spoken of by John Clare the poet, 
who taught him to play the fiddle, for there was a stopping place or camp for gypsies in the years 
around 1815 near Helpston and Wansford. This spot was called Langley Bush, so it's plain to 
see now that John Gray (daughters Dora and Alice) the fiddler, and his wife Maria, who was 
my grandfather Wester's own sister, does connect with the gypsy families visited by John Clare 
the poet at Langley Bush."16 (Langley-or Langdyke-Bush on Ailsworth Heath was a familiar 
subject for Clare's poetry; but Gypsies no longer camp there, the nearby heathland having been 
ploughed over. The area is flanked by two files of massive electricity pylons.) Some of the details 
are questionable in this version passed on to Gordon Boswell by his father, Trafalgar, who was 
the cousin and close friend of John Gray's son, Joshuah. There is no mention of a John Gray 
in any of the writings of Clare, or in anything that has been published about him; and it seems 
unlikely that a Gypsy would have needed to take Clare as his instructor. But the significant 
point is that, in contrast to the silence of the written records, a connection between Clare and 
John Gray lingers on in Gypsy oral tradition, and only there, and it is inherently plausible that 
the two should have come across each other. As it happens, a good deal is known about this 
Jack Gray who married Maria Boswell, daughter of Taiso Boswell and Sophia Heron. His 
father, Fowk Gray, had three sons......-Jack, Piramus and Oseri-all of whom became members 
by marriage of a clan headed by the cousins Taiso Boswell and "No Name" Heron. The three 
brothers followed the traditional Gray occupations-making and vending tinware, and providing 
music for dancing at feasts and merrymakings of all kinds. Oseri was a clever harpist, while 
Piramus is credited with composing tunes; he was none other than George Borrow's "chal of 
the name of Piramus, who, besides being a good shot, was celebrated for his skill in playing the 
fiddle" and was also no mean pugilist.17 When Jack was transported for stealing a horse, it was 
Piramus who inherited his fiddle. By the time this misadventure happened, Jack had fathered 
over a score of children-eight by Waddi Heron, two by her sister Eliza, six by Maria Boswell, 
and five by Harriet Williams (daughter of Maria by a previous partner). These descendants also 
intermarried with, and travelled with, the Boswells and Herons of Taiso's family. 18 

As Clare became more familiar with the Gypsies' ways, he began to consider throwing in 
his lot with them. It was, however, not the Boswells but the Smiths that he had in mind. "I had 
a great desire myself of joining the Smiths Crew & a young fellow that I workd with at a lime
kiln19 did join with them & married one of their gipseys his name was James Mills & he's 
with them still I usd to dislike their cooking which was done in a slovenly manner & the 
dread of winters cold was much against my inclinations."20 This aversion to Gypsy eating habits 
shows through in several of the poems. 

14 The Letters of John Clare (edd. J. W. and Anne 
Tibble), London, 1951, p. 40. 

15 Ibid., p. 76. 
16 S. G. Boswell: The Book of Boswell: Autobiography 

of a Gypsy, London, 1970, p. 169. 
1 7 The Romany Rye, Ch. 7. Cf. T. W. Thompson, 

"Borrow's Gypsies", in Journal of the Gypsy Lore 
Society (New Series), Vol. 3, pp. 162-174 (1910). 

1 8 Cf. T. W. Thompson, " The Uncleanness of 

Women among English Gypsies", inJ.G.L.S. (Third 
Series), Vol. 1, pp. 15-43 (1922); " The Gypsy Grays 
as Tale-Tellers", ibid., Vol. 1, pp. 118-137 (1922); 
and "The Social Polity of the English Gypsies", ibid., 
Vol. 2, pp. 113-139 (1923). 

19 Clare worked at Iimeburning, at various kilns in 
Rutland's limestone country, in 1817-19. 

20 Prose, p . 36. 
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"While, on two forked sticks with cordage tied, 
Their pot o'er pilfer'd fuel boils away, 
With food of sheep that of red-water died, 
Or any nauseous thing their frowning fates provide." 

(The Village Minstrel, in Poems, I, p. 158) 

"It rolls up like a ball or shapeless hog 
When gipseys hunt it with their noisey dogs 
Ive seen it in their camps they call it sweet 
Though black and bitter and unsavoury meat 
But they who hunt the field for rotten meat 
And wash in muddy dyke and call it sweat [sic] 
And eat what dogs refuse where ere they dwell 
Care little either for the taste or smell." 

(The Hedgehog, in Selected Poems and Prose, p. 88) 

"The roasted hedgehog, bitter though as gall, 
Is eaten up and relished by them all." 

(Gipsies, in Poems, II, p. 349) 

"There tainted mutton wastes upon the coals, 
And the half-wasted dog squats close and rubs, 
Then feels the heat too strong, and goes aloof; 
He watches well, but none a bit can spare, 
And vainly waits the morsel thrown away." 

(Gipsies, in Poems, II, p. 3 79) 

In the autobiography, Clare's comments are more restrained: "they eat the flesh of badgers & 
hedgehogs which are far from bad food for I have eaten of it in my evening merrymakings with 
them they never eat dead meat but in times of scarcity which they cut into thin slices & 
throw on to a brisk fire till it is scorched black when it loses. its putrid smell & does very well for 
a makeshift when they can afford it they wash the meat in vinegar which takes the smell out 
of it & makes it eat as well as fresh meat they are more fond of vegetables than meat & 
seldom miss having tea in an afternoon when they can afford it. " 21 

Clare lists a few of the more outlandish of the Christian names favoured by the Gypsies 
of his acquaintance: "I have often noticd the oddness of their names such as Wisdom Doughty 
Lolly Letice Rover Ishmael & are the names of a well-known tribe whose surname is Smith 
many of their names are Jewish but few are Christian Viney Liskey Major They seem to be 
names which have descended from generation to generation as their young bear similar names to 
their parents not generally but almost universally". 22 Most of these are specifically said to be 
Smith names; the three which are not attributed-Viney, Liskey and Major-could also be taken 
to have belonged to Boswells. "Viney" (Vaini or Vaino) is probably an abbreviation of Solivaino 
(or Silvanus), a name attested among both Midland Smiths and Boswells. "Salvino Son of Wis
dom and Han. Smith (Gipsies)" is recorded in the baptisms at Moulton, Northants, in 1798 
(entry for 24 June).23 If, however, the Vaini that Clare met or heard of was a Boswell, he may 
have been the "Viney" Boswell who was later to contribute a substantial vocabulary of Romaru 
to the Rev. Samuel Fox of Morley in south Derbyshire. This Vaini was a grandson of old Jack 
Boswell, ancestor of a sizeable brood of Midland Boswells, and he had several brothers, all less 
amiable than he: one of them, John or "Black" Jack, is indeed reputed to have been the villainous 
"Flaming Tinman" with whom George Borrow had the memorable fight described in Chapter 85 
of Lavengro24• The Christian name "Major" in Clare's list most likely came from a Boswell source, 

21 Prose, p. 37. 
22 Prose, p. 37. 
23 S. J. Madge, The Registers of Moulton, Vol. 

(London: Parish Register Society, 1903), p. 156. 

24 Cf. T. W. Thompson, "Samuel Fox and the 
Derbyshire Boswells", in J.G.L.S. (Third Series), 
Vol. 3, pp. 158-179; Vol. 4, pp. 11-37 (1924-25). 
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since it was to be found almost exclusively among them and the Lovells (though at least one Lee 
was also called Major: this was a nineteen-year-old East Anglian Gypsy transported in 1835). 
The first Boswell known to have received the name was the Major Boswell, born at Bloxham in 
Oxfordshire in 1780, who as a young man wandered north on his own, earning his living as a 
fiddler. At Longton in the Potteries he eloped with a strapping fifteen-year-old gorgio girl, Mary 
Linyon, and was charged with abduction; but Mary affirmed from the witness box that it was 
she who had insisted on the elopement, and Major was acquitted. She is said to have borne 
seventeen children to her husband, who spent much of his life in Staffordshire and died at 
Dresden, near Stoke, about 1877.25 

The indisputably Smith names in Clare's list are less evocative, if only because the pedi
grees of the old Midland Smith families are sparsely documented. (Most appear, however, to 
have had some connection with Northamptonshire; for example, many of them sprang from 
one Absolom Smith, who was born in the county in the latter half of the eighteenth century 
and who became a patriarch noted for his prowess both as a pugilist and as a lover. When he 
was carried to his grave at Twyford in Leicestershire in 1826, he left behind him a wife and 
thirteen children and 104 grandchildren. )26 Wisdom, like Righteous, was a name on the Puritan 
pattern common among the Smith clan in Clare's day, especially among those who haunted 
Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire and· Gloucestershire (all of which lay in the Puritan belt). 
Doughty looks as though it came from the same mould, but it and the remaining names in 
Clare's list are not similarly attested among Gypsies and must have been much less widespread. 

No doubt East Anglian Smiths also turned up from time to time in these parts. It was in 
a green lane near Norman Cross, some ten miles south of Helpston, that the young George 
Borrow had his fateful first meeting with Gypsies in 1810-11, when he found his way into the 
camp of Ambrose ("Jasper Petulengro") Smith's parents, Faden John and Mirelli Smith, and 
created such a sensation with his tame viper. 27 Clare's Smiths were evidently given to travelling 
well outside the Midlands: "their descriptions of their summer revellings & their journeys to 
Kent & their wood rendezvous at Norwood where they got sums of money by fiddling & fortune
telling & them that coud do neither got a high harvest by hop gathering which work they describd 
as being so easy were likely temptations to my fancy". 28 Norwood, to the south of London, was 
for long the best-known resort for Gypsy fortune-tellers; in Clare's own time, Byron had fre
quentea the Gypsies there when he was at school with Dr. Glennie in Dulwich, and despite 
enclosures, police raids and prosecutions Norwood remained a profitable residence for them 
up to about 1830.29 

Even though Clare could not bring himself to a permanent enrolment after trying out the 
Gypsies' camp life, he kept up his friendly visits and must have been on a fairly easy footing 
with them. They obviously did not give him access tb aU their secrets (such as the nature of 
their private language, which Clare dismisses as "things calld by slang names like village pro
vincialisms"), but many of his observations go below the surface. He is one of the very few 
people to comment on their practice around the time of the Napoleonic wars of disabling a male 
child's hand so that he might evade military service. "In my first acquaintance with them I had 
often noticd that the men had a crooked finger on one hand nor would they satisfy my enquireys 
till confidence made them more familiar then I found that the secret was that their parents dis
abled the finger of every male child in war-time to keep them from being drawn for Militia or 
sent for soldiers for any petty theft they might commit which would invariably be the case if 
they had been able men when taken before a magistrate as they lay under the lash of the law 
with the curse of a bad name". 30 David Townsend, the author of a verse account of Gypsy life 

25 Cf. T. W. Thompson, "Samuel Fox and the 
Derbyshire Boswells", loc. cit. 

26 Cf. J. Simpson, "Absalom Smith, King of the 
Gypsies", in Leicestershire and Rutland Notes and 
Queries, Vol. I, pp. 93-5 (1891). 

27 Lavengro, Ch. 5. 

28 Prose, p. 36. 
~ 29 Cf. E. 0. Winstedt, "The Norwood Gypsies and 
their Vocabulary", inJ.G.L.S. (New Series), Vol. 9, 
pp. 129-165 (1916). 

30 Prose, p. 37. 
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in Northamptonshire about 1830 (The Gipsies of Northamptonshire, Kettering, 1877) had similar 
difficulty in finding out anything about Romani, but he too recorded the Gypsies' antipathy to 
military service: 

"They notwithstanding did abhor 
A soldier's life, and hated war, 
And would successfully evade 
The efforts which a press-gang made 
To bring into the battle field 
Such other men as used to yield." 

And in a footnote Townsend added: "I knew a Gipsy quite well who had the fore-finger of his 
right hand shut quite close, he could not open it because the middle joint of that finger was stiff. 
I asked him how it became so, he told me his mother tied it down when he was an infant, on 
purpose to cripple him, so that he might not be pressed into the army". 31 

Clare the naturalist had a special interest in the Gypsies' herbal remedies and he records 
some applications not given by other authorities.32 "They had pretentious to a knowledge of 
medicine but their receipts turnd on mystic charms & spells yet they had a knowledge of plants 
which they give names to themselves & as I had a knowledge of wild plants I usd to be amusd 
with the names they calld them by a little plant with a hard stem that grows in villages & 
waste places one sort bearing yellow flowers & another purple ones these they called burvine & 
reckond famous for the scurvy Waspweed is the water betony growing by brooksides which 
gaind their name by the wasps being invariably attracted to its blossoms getting therefrom a 
glutinous matter for the cement of their combs this is a celebrated plant with the gipseys 
for the cure & relief of deafness Buckbane is the bogbean hiskhead is the selfheal a cure 
for wounds & furzebind is the tormentil a cure for fevers adderbites &c" .33 In this list, bogbean, 
selfheal, tormentil and water betony are all recognizable enough, but it is less certain what Clare 
had in mind in his description of the plant called "burvine" by the Gypsies. This name is not 
included in indexes to popular plant names; nor is it mentioned in G. C. Druce's botanical article 
on Clare in the Journal of the Northamptonshire Natural History Society and Field Club (Vol. 16, 
1912, pp. 183-214).34 An enquiry of the Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, elicits the 
suggestion that it sounds like a corruption of "vervain", also sometimes known as "verbine" or 
"berbine", a plant with purplish flowers, often to be seen in the neighbourhood of villages, and 
formerly much used in rural medicine and magic. And Mr. Daniel Crows on of Helpston confirms 
that one of the local names for Verbena officinalis is indeed "burvain". 

The Gypsy fortune-teller appears in several of Clare's poems. In The Gipsy's Camp,35 it is 
the poet himself who is promised "morts of luck". But elsewhere, it is usually some girl anxious 
to hear of prospective sweethearts. The Village Minstrel shows the game passing beyond harm
less fun: 

"Yet oft they gather money by their trade, 
And on their fortune-telling art subsist: 
Where her long-hurded groat oft brings the maid, 
And secret slives it in the sibyl's fist 
To buy good luck and happiness-to list, 
What occupies a wench's every thought, 
Who is to be the man: while, as she wist, 
The gipsy's tale with swains and wealth is fraught, 
The lass returns well-pleas' d, and thinks all cheaply bought. 

31 Op. cit., p. 30. 
32 E.g. T. W. Thompson, "English Gypsy Folk 

Medicine", inJ.G.L.S. (3), Vol. 4, pp. 159-172; M. 
Grieve, A Modern Herbal, London, 1931; B. Vesey
FitzGerald, Gypsies of Britain, London, 1944, pp. 
138-148 (chapter on Gypsy medicine); and J, de 

Balracli Levy, Herbal Handbook for Everyone, Lon
don, 1966. 

33 Prose, pp. 37-8. 
34 Reprinted in his The Flora of Northamptonshire, 

Arbroath, 1930. 
35 Poems, I, p. 180. 
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In summer, Lubin oft has mark'd and seen 
How eagerly the village-maids pursue 
Their Sunday rambles where the camps have been; 
And how they give their money to the crew 
For idle stories they believe as true; 
Crossing their hands with coin or magic stick, 
How quak'd the young to hear what things they knew; 
While old experienc' d dames saw through the trick, 
Who said that all their skill was borrow'd from Old Nick. 
And thus the superstitious dread their harm, 
And dare not fail relieving the distrest, 
Lest they within their cot should leave a charm, 
To let naught prosper and bring on some pest: 
Of depth of cunning gipsies are possest, 
And when such weakness in a dame they find, 
Forsooth they prove a terrifying guest; 
And though not one to charity inclin' d, 
They mutter blac;k revenge, and force her to be kind."36 

265 

There is a parallel exposition in the autobiography: "In fortune telling they pretend to great skill 
both by cards & plaster & by the lines on the hand & moles & interpretation of dreams but like 
a familiar Epistle among the common people that invariably begins with this comes with our 
kind love at present thank God for it the preface to every lady's fortune was the same that they 
had false friends & envious neighbours but better luck woud come & with the young that two 
was in love with them at the same time one being near & one at a distance one was a dark girl 
& one was a fair girl & he lovd the fair girl the best &c &c the credulous readily believed them 
& they extorted money by another method of muttering over the power of revenge which fright[ ed] 
the huswife into charity I have heard them laugh over their evening fire at the dupes they 
have made in believing their knowledge in foretelling future events & trying each other's wits to 
see who could make a tale that would succeed best the next day". 37 

By now, however, events were in train which would deal blow after blow to the Gypsies' 
former way of life. The map and the social structure of the countryside about Helpston, and many 
other Midland villages, were radically changed by the enclosures of the early nineteenth century 
which helped to produce modern rural England, the "landscape plotted and pieced" about which 
Gerard Manley Hopkins was to write. In his poetry Clare mourns the passing of the sense of 
unbounded freedom which the spectator of the rustic scene had previously enjoyed. Swordy Well 
is made to lament its own spoliation: 

"The gipsy's camp was not afraid, 
I made his dwelling free, 
Till vile enclosure came, and made 
A parish slave of me."38 

And Clare rounds off his observations in the autobiography in similarly elegiac vein. "There 
[are] not so many of them with us as there used to be The Enclosure has left nothing but 
narrow lanes where they are ill-provided with a lodging Langley Bush is the one place where 
they frequent commonly they are very trouble-some to those who are acquainted with them 
always calling to see them & never leaving the house without begging something."39 

The Gypsies turn up again several times in the journal which Clare kept for 1824-25. 
"Mon. 20 Sept. 1824. A very wet day: an occurrence has happened in the village tho not very 
remarkable yet very singular for I have not heard of a former one in my day 'tis a gipsies' 

36 Poems, I, pp. 158-9. 
37 Prose, p. 38. 

38 From The Lament of Swordy Well, in Poems, I, 
p. 420. 

39 Prose, p. 38. 
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wedding Israel Smith & Lettyce Smith what odd names these people have they are more 
frequently from the Bible than the Testament for what reason I know not & more common from 
their own fancys than either the fiddle accompanyd them to Church & back the rest of it 
was nothing different to village weddings-Dancing & Drinking wrote a song for them being 
old friends."40 The entry in the Helpston register of marriages reads :"Israel Smith of this Parish 
-Bachelor and Lettice Smith of this Parish-Spinster were married in this Church by Banns 
with consent of-- this 20th Day of September 1824 by me Charles Mossop-Vicar. This 
marriage was solemnised between us I Israel Smith 

J X his mark 

1 Lettice Smith 
X her mark 

in the presence of {Jaemes Moulds 
John Woodward. "41 

"Wed. 29 Sept. 1824. Took a walk in the fields saw an old wood stile taken away from a 
favourite spot which it had occupied all my life [ ... ] nothing is lasting in this world last 
year Langley Bush was destroyd an old whitethorn that had stood for more than a century 
full of fame the gipsies shepherds & Herdmen all had their tales of its history & it will be 
long ere its memory is forgotten." 42 Langley Bush-destroyed by lightning, according to local 
tradition-still survives, however, for suckers sprang from the roots and grew up in place of the 
original. 43 Clare had long been expecting its end: 

"0 Langley Bush! the shepherd's sacred shade, 
Thy hollow trunk oft gain' d a look from me; 
Full many a journey o'er the heath I've made, 
For such-like curious things I love to see. 
What truth the story of the swain allows, 
That tells of honours which thy young days "knew, 
Of 'Langley Court' being kept beneath thy boughs, 
I cannot tell-thus much I know is true, 
That thou art reverenc' d: even the rude clan 
Of lawless gipsies, driven from stage to stage, 
Pilfering the hedges of the hus bandman, 
Spare thee, as sacred, in thy withering age. 
Both swains and gipsies seem to love thy name, 
Thy spot's a favourite with the sooty crew, 
And soon thou must depend on gipsy-fame, 
Thy mouldering trunk is nearly rotten through. 
My last doubts murmur on the zephyr's swell, 
My last look lingers on thy boughs with pain; 
To thy declining age I bid farewell, 
Like old companions, ne'er to meet again."44 

"Tues. 7 Dec. 1824. Another gipsy wedding of the Smith family fiddling & drinking as usual."45 

The entry in the marriage register reads: "William Smith of this Parish-Bachelor and Salome 
Smith of this Parish-Spinster were married in this Church by Banns with consent of -
this 7th Day of December 1824 by me Charles Mossop-Vicar. This marriage was solemnised 
between us J William Smith 

X his mark 
I Salome Smith 
l X her mark 

40 Prose, p. 107. 
41 Certified copy provided by the Rev. Stephen 

Grant, who comments that the Christian name of the 
first witness is clearly J aemes but that his surname is 
difficult to decipher. 

4 2 Prose, pp. 109-110. 

43 Cf. R. A. R. Wade, "An Old Highway in Gypsy 
Tradition", in J.G.L.S. (3), Vol. 45, pp. 113-117 
(1966). 

44 Langley Bush, in Poems, I, p. 236. 
45 Prose, p. 127. 
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in the presence of f Mary Chapman 
l.J ohn Woodward. " 46 

"Fri. 3 June 1825. Finishd planting my Auriculas-went a-botanizing after ferns & orchises & 
caught a cold in the wet grass which has made me as bad as ever-got the tune of 'Highland 
Mary' from Wisdom Smith a gipsey & pricked another sweet tune without name as he fiddled it."47 

It was this same tune of "Highland Mary" that Clare hummed many years later in 1841 
as he strode northwards during his flight from the private asylum in Epping Forest which he had 
entered in 1837. He also walked part of the way with a tall Gypsy woman he met near St. Neots.48 

She was probably the last Gypsy he ever saw. His escape from confinement was short-lived and 
he spent only a few solitary months at home before being removed to Northampton General 
Lunatic Asylum. There he passed the last twenty-two years of his life, retiring more and more 
into his private dreams. 

ANGUS M. FRASER 

46 Certified copy provided by the Rev. Stephen 
Grant. 

48 Prose, p. 246; Clare: Selected Poems and Prose 
( edd. Robinson and Summerfield), London, 1966, 
pp. 213-4; Selected Poems and Prose of John Clare, 
London, 1967, pp. 188-9. 

47 Prose, p. 151. 
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SALE OF HORSES AT LEICESTER, 1598 

A RECORD of a sale of horses on 13 January 1598 which is in the archives of the city of Leicester 
makes an interesting comparison with that of Boughton Green Fair.1 

With only twelve horses recorded it cannot be examined statistically, but the distribution 
of sellers and their vouchers coming from a compact central area whilst buyers may come from 
further afield, is closely similar to that found at Boughton Green, thirty years later. This central 
area is not centred on Leicester itself. It lies to the east, from Loughborough to Illston-on-the
Hill and mainly in the Gartree Hundred. Neither buyers nor sellers came from Leicester. Buyers 
came from Burton-upon-Trent, Staffordshire, and Scarle in Nottinghamshire near Newark, and 
the only out-county seller came from Barton, Nottinghamshire, with his vouchers from Remson. 

Loughborough figures prominently in this record with two buyers and a seller with his 
voucher-four people altogether. Husbands Bosworth is the only parish to appear in both lists, 
otherwise the areas seem to be complementary to one another. The villages of Leicestershire 
which appear in the Boughton Green record, such as Cotesbach, Bitteswell, Ullesthorpe and 
Barwell, are strung out along Watling Street to the west of the area of this Leicester record. 

The function of the voucher is explicitly stated on each occasion, reminding us that the 
voucher was an innovation by Elizabeth to counteract the sale of stolen horses as the market for 
riding and working horses increased with the increasing prosperity of the countryside. This Act 
was passed in 31 Eliz.2, just about 10 years before this sale took place. Comparison of the state
ment concerning the voucher is given below in the examples from Leicester:-

"-----Thomas Benskin of Scison in the said countie 
of I.:eic voutch the said William North to be the 
treu owner of the said gelding e." 

and Boughton Green:-
"-----Voucher Wm Wicke of Haselbiche." 

One particular sale is of interest, as the horse belonged to a child, and two vouchers are named 
with a different phrasing. 

"-----William Bate of Great Glen---William Coxson 
of Kibworth Harcote vouch the said William Coleman (a child) 
hath lawful power to sell the said geldinge." 

In any list one name usually stands out, and in this list Thomas Turlington lives at Scraptoft, 
some 10 miles from his ancestral medieval home, just as at Boughton Green Fair Luke Adstone 
lived at Watford. 

1 Northamptonshire Past and Present Vol. IV, No. 
4, p. 235. 

R. FORDER DENNINGTON. 

2 Owen's New Book of Fairs, London 1808. 
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POLITICS AND SOCIETY IN LATE VICTORIAN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

(This is an article based on the lecture given to the Northamptonshire Record Society 
on 18 October 1969.) 

ONE of the most striking features of Northamptonshire between the second and third Reform 
Acts was the contrast between borough and county politics. Northampton borough was notorious 
for its tradition of popular Radicalism. "The mildest Liberal in Northampton would be termed 
a Radical elsewhere," wrote Labouchere in 1880, when he first stood as Liberal candidate there. 
He also commented on the political activity of the town's working class: "everyone is more or 
less a politician". The county gentry had little influence in borough politics after 1874, when 
Lord Henley lost his seat. By 1880, Northampton stood for an extreme Radicalism which out
raged county society, Whig as well as· Conservative. Bradlaugh, in particular, espoused a number 
of causes which deeply shocked the gentry: atheism, republicanism, divorce, birth control, votes 
for women. One Liberal squire, Sir Herewald Wake, threatened to use violence against any of 
Bradlaugh's supporters who distributed their "blasphemous and obscene literature" on the 
Courteenhall estate. 1 In the county, however, the gentry and aristocracy still reigned supreme. 
Until 1885, the four county M.P.s were invariably Northamptonshire landowners, and almost 
always Conservatives. The Hon. C. Robert Spencer, who won a seat for North Northamptonshire 
in 1880, was the first Liberal county M.P. for 23 years.2 Frequently, M.P.s were returned without 
a contest, as in 1874, when none of the county seats was contested; and when one of the Whig 
landowners, a Spencer or a Fitzroy, did challenge the Conservative monopoly, the contest was a 
struggle between the influence of rival families, in which the personal loyalties of the electors 
played a greater part than party politics. The same landed families controlled Quarter Sessions, 
the authority responsible for county administration. The economic life of the county had long 
ceased to depend on agriculture. The 1881 census showed that only 9.2% of its population were 
employed in agriculture; the footwear industry was expanding rapidly in the second half of the 
nineteenth century, and it was still in part a cottage industry, employing village labour. Welling
borough and Kettering had become sizeable shoemaking towns, with populations of 13,000 and 
11,000 respectively. Yet until 1882, the county bench included no resident of Wellingborough 
or Kettering, no nonconformist (and well over half the church-going population of Welling
borough and Kettering were nonconformists), and only one representative of the Northampton
shire manufacturers-Picketing Phipps, a Conservative brewer.3 While the economic and social 
character of the county had changed considerably in the first three-quarters of the nineteenth 
century, politics and local government remained frozen in an eighteenth-century pattern. 

There were several reasons why the growth of industry in the county had little impact on 
politics before 1885. The county franchise qualification, the 40s freehold or £12 tenancy, tended 
everywhere to preserve the electoral influence of the agricultural interest. Northamptonshir~ 
was not exceptional in its preference for local Conservative landowners as M.P.s; in 1874, the 
Conservatives won over six times as many English county seats as the Liberals. Again, it was 
generally true that the system whereby county magistrates were nominated by Lords Lieutenant, 
at their own discretion, tended to prolong landed control of local government. But it was not 

1 W. L. Arnstein, The Bradlaugh Case (Oxford, 
1965), pp. 24, 28. Northampton Mercury, July 18 
and August 1, 1885. 

2 Northamptonshire elections between 1880 and 
1895 are discussed more fully in my article "The 

Liberal Revival in Northamptonshire", in Historical 
Journal, 1969. 

3 Northamptonshire Guardian, March 25, 1882. 
The Nonconformist and Independent, February 2, 1882. 
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always the case that businessmen were excluded from public life so completely as in Northamp
tonshire. In the older, more prosperous centres of industry, like Middlesex, the North West, 
and the West Riding of Yorkshire, it was common to find industrialists on county benches. 4 The 
structure of Northamptonshire society, however, differed from these areas in two ways. On the 
one hand, there was an unusually large number of resident landed families; as Oldfield observed 
in 1816, "the nobility are more numerous in this county than in any other of the same dimensions 
in England". 5 The growth of the footwear industry, on the other hand, was a relatively new 
phenomenon, and as the county produced mainly cheap, low-quality boots and shoes, its manu
facturers did not make large fortunes. Moreover, many of them were nonconformists, and their 
style of life was very different from that of the gentry. J. T. Stockburn, for example, the Kettering 
corset manufacturer who became Chairman of the county's first Liberal Association, never wore 
a collar. 6 As George Watson put it, the social position of these small town manufacturers was 
"vastly appart" (sic) from that of the gentry, and this bred mistrust. In 1879, H. M. Stockdale 
urged the Lord Lieutenant, the 5th Earl Spencer, not to appoint to the Wellingborough bench 
anyone "who had been long mixed up with and under the influence of the petty local concerns 
of the town". Sir Herewald Wake expressed the prevailing view of Quarter Sessions--when he 
wrote, "there is no doubt that at present the bourgeois class are excessively vulgar in their notions, 
that is to say they are respecters of persons, and therefore hardly qualified as a rule to administer 
justice impartially. Besides that, if disgraced, they have nothing to lose, there are no particular 
honourable traditions of family or class to guide them and no liberal education and little travelling 
and mixing with the world to replace the want of a legal training". It was felt that businessmen 
would make corrupt magistrates, and that country gentlemen would find it disagreeable to work 
with them. When Lord Spencer broke with tradition in 1882, and nominated three nonconformist 
businessmen as J.P.s, George Watson protested that "the harmonious and cordial working 
together which so distinguishes the Northamptonshire bench of magistrates ... will be at once 
destroyed". 7 If political change in the county had not kept pace with its economic development, 
the explanation lay not only in the law of the land, but also in contemporary social attitudes. 

For some years before the third Reform Act, the townsmen had been asserting their claim 
to a voice in county politics. In the Northern part of the county, they achieved some success. 
In 1877, Liberal Associations were formed in Wellingborough and Kettering, to work for the 
election of representatives more in sympathy with the political and religious views of the towns 
than the existing Conservative M.P.s. In 1880, after a campaign to get more urban £12 house
holders on the register, they persuaded Lord Spencer to allow his half-brother to contest the 
seat. Yet although Robert Spencer's victory gave satisfaction to the Liberal Associations, Whig 
influence still dominated the election; without the backing of the Whig county families, no 
Liberal candidate could have been elected. In South Northamptonshire, the Liberals of Daventry 
and Towcester failed to obtain Lord Spencer's approval for a contest in 1880, and were not 
able even to field a candidate against Sir Rainald Knightley and F. W. Cartwright. Some resent
ment was expressed after the election at the Whigs' disregard for the political ·aspirations of the 
towns. In a speech to the Daventry Liberal Club, E. F. Ashworth Briggs urged local Liberals to 
show more independence: "They found out long ago that if they trusted to county families they 
should be leaning on a broken reed. (Cheers). Family arrangements, private agreements, the 
necessity of avoiding a breach between families which were privately connected, would, no doubt, 
account for their not having had a Liberal candidate in South Northamptonshire for the last 13 
years .... He said that the people had too long been led by the nose by the aristocracy, and 
dazzled by hereditary titles." But while the county franchise remained weighted in favour of the 
landed interest, the people of Daventry and Towcester could not hope to gain much influence in 

4 J. E. Lee, Social Leaders and Public Persons 
(Oxford, 1963). 

6 Quoted in E. C. Forrester, Northamptonshire 
County Elections and Electioneering (Oxford, 1941), 
p. 5. 

6 A. Fox, History of The National Union of Boot 
and Shoe Operatives (Oxford, 1958). W. R. D. Adkins, 
Our County (1893), p. 34. 

7 Spencer MSS, Stockdale to Spencer, November 
1, 1879; Wake to Spencer, March 7, 1882; Watson 
to Spencer, March 8, 1882. 
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constituency politics. They were consulted by the Conservative gentry even less than by the 
Whigs. The South Northamptonshire Conservative Committee, formed in 1882, included only 
one member who was not a landowner-and he was a land agent. 8 

The new Liberal Associations, and the three "bourgeois" J.P.s of 1882, were, however, 
portents of change. By the early 1890s, the regime of the county families had come to an end, 
and the sharp contrast between borough and county politics had disappeared. The Franchise 
and Redistribution Acts of 1884-5 radically altered the balance of power between agriculture 
and industry. The county electorate now included all resident householders; the shoemakers, 
ironstone miners, railwaymen and engineering workers gained the vote, as well as the agricultural 
labourers, and the new electors outnumbered the old by two to one. Northamptonshire was 
divided into four single-member constituencies, one of which, the Wellingborough division, had 
an overwhelmingly industrial electorate; about half the population of the constituency lived in 
Wellingborough or Kettering, and the division also included large manufacturing villages, like 
Rushden, Earls Barton, Finedon and Higham Ferrers. The Wellingborough division now 
became as safe a Radical division as Northampton itself. Changes in the system of local govern
ment also had important political consequences. County Councils, established in 1888 to take 
over the administrative functions of Quarter Sessions, gave industrial districts the opportunity 
to select their own representatives in .county government. In 1894, the old Boards of Guardians, 
constituted to favour the influence of the wealthier ratepayers (with cumulative voting and ex
officio representation of J.P.s), were replaced by democratically elected District Councils. 
Finally, in the same year, Parish Councils were created. The poorer householders thus gained 
a voice in village politics, and in the administration of public health and the poor law. 

The first result of these constitutional changes was to increase the influence of business 
and professional men in county politics. They rose to prominence chiefly through the Liberal 
party, and their rise was made more rapid by the movement out of the party of the Whig gentry 
and aristocracy in the 1880s. Some traditionally Whig families, like the Fitzwilliams, had broken 
with Gladstone by 1885; others, like Lord Northampton, Lord Henley and the Duke of Grafton, 
became Liberal Unionists in 1886. After the Home Rule split, the Spencers were the only 
aristocratic family in the county who supported Gladstone, and they had only one ally among 
the gentry, H. 0. Nethercote of Moulton. As Northamptonshire Liberalism lost its landed 
leadership, middle class Liberals who had formerly taken second place now gained control of 
the party almost by default. Robert Spencer continued the Whig tradition as M.P. for the Brix
worth division, but in the other county seats, a new type of Liberal candidate appears from 1885; 
professional men with Radical views and no connexions with the local gentry. F. A. Channing, 
M.P. for Wellingborough, and David Guthrie, who won the Towcester division for the Liberals 
in 1892, exemplify this trend. In local government elections, too, most Liberal candidates neces
sarily came from the business and professional classes. In some respects, this was a source of 
weakness to the party, for the old prejudices against small town manufacturers still survived. 
In 1889, before the first County Council met to elect aldermen, Lord Spencer approached the 
leader of the Conservative councillors with a suggestion that the parties should avoid a contest 
on political lines, and allocate the aldermanic seats by agreement among the best men in each 
party. To this proposal, Stopford Sackville replied, "I believe my object is much the same as 
yours, viz., to get the best men possible elected as Aldermen, without much regard to party 
considerations, but I am bound to add that after thinking over as impartially as possible the 
names of all those who appear qualified for the position, I find a very preponderating majority 
in the Conservative ranks". On this occasion, rank and position prevailed; 10 of the 17 aldermen 
chosen were Conservative or Liberal Unionist landowners. But among the 51 councillors elected 
directly by the ratepayers, the middle classes were better represented. Of the successful candi
dates, 19 were engaged in manufacturing or trade, 5 were professional men, 13 were farmers, and 
only 14 land-owners. 9 In W. Ryland Adkins' book, Our County, published in 1893, which gave 

8 Ibid., C. C. Becke to Spencer, March 28, 1880. 
Northamptonshire Guardian, March 18 and July 29, 
1882. 

9 Northampton Mercury, January 26 and February 
2, 1889. Spencer MSS, Spencer to Sackville, January 
20, 1889; Sackville to Spencer, January 21, 1889. 
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short sketches of the prominent men in Northamptonshire public life, names like Stockburn, 
Woolstone, W estley, Sharman and Judge appeared, alongside those of the gentry and aristocracy. 
Such a book could not have been written ten years earlier. 

The second striking change in county politics in this period was the growth of political 
consciousness, and of effective pressure groups, among the poorer householders who gained the 
vote in 1885. Contemporaries had anticipated that the Wellingborough shoemakers would take a 
lively and independent interest in politics. When it was suggested that Robert Spencer might 
stand for the Wellingborough division, his election agent warned that his moderate Liberal 
views might alienate the voters there: "I much fear that Mr. Spencer's position would be much 
like what Lord Henley's was in Northampton, he would find his constituency too advanced for 
him and would eventually have to give way to a much more radical candidate".10 The same 
degree of popular interest in politics was not, however, expected in the other three county seats. 
The general opinion before 1885, according to Robert Spencer, was that "all the country people 
were Conservatives"; that they would be influenced by the Conservative alliance of land, Church 
and public house; and that they would tend to be apathetic.11 These expectations proved wrong. 
In the elections of 1885, 1892 and 1895, no county division polled less than 83% of the electorate, 
and sometimes the turn-out was as high as 90% . The village shoemakers were no more amenable 
to landed influence than their urban counterparts, and personal pressures on agricultural voters 
were much less effective than they had been before 1885. The Northampton Mercury still reported 
allegations that the village authorities attempted to influence votes; in 1885, for example, Lady 
Knightley was accused of frightening the labourers by asking them to promise support for her 
husband in the presence of their employers. But there were also reports of labourers who resisted 
this kind of pressure openly, like the labourer on the Cartwright estate who had his wheelbarrow 
painted red in 1892, at the substantial cost of 4s, to show that he did not intend to vote for his 
landlord.12 The Conservative party retained only one safe seat in Northamptonshire after 1885, 
the Oundle division; Brixworth returned Robert Spencer until 1895; and the Towcester division 
became a marginal constituency, narrowly held by Sir Rainald Knightley in 1885, but won by a 
Liberal in 1892. The size of the Liberal vote in the more rural divisions, the high turn-out, and 
the lively contests which took place in local government elections after 1888, show that popular 
politics were not confined to the towns. 

This growth of political consciousness was brought about partly by the activities of the 
constituency parties. The local press reported an enormous growth in the scale of party organi
sation and the number of political functions after the third Reform Act. For the Conservative 
as well as the Liberal party, constituency associations with open membership and numerous 
local branches now became the rule. The Primrose League mushroomed in the villages, and 
political working men's clubs were opened in the towns. These bodies did not confine themselves 
to the prosaic business of listening to speeches and. collecting funds, but also worked to make 
politics entertaining to the ordinary voter. Conservative working men's clubs were criticised 
from the bench in 1895 for allowing drinking after hours. The Primrose League Fete at Blisworth 
in the summer of 1894 was such a popular attraction that special cheap trains were laid on in the 
afternoon and evening. The programme included a cricket match between the ladies and gentle
men, the latter playing with broomsticks held in their left hands; acrobatics, tightrope walkers, 
a cartoonist and Mr. Driver's string band; and after an hour's Conservative speeches at 6.30, 
the evening ended with dancing. The Liberal party organised the same kind of festivities, though 
on a more modest scale. The annual Liberal demonstration at Harpole, for instance, held in the 
same summer, consisted of a meat tea for 350 people, followed by speeches and a procession with 
the Wesleyan and National Temperance Bands.13 Politics brought a new gaiety and excitement 
to the Northamptonshire villages. 

There was, however, a more serious side to popular politics. The new electors had 
grievances of their own, and election campaigns provided an opportunity to bring them to the 

10 Ibid., C. C. Becke to Spencer, January 10, 1885. 
11 Northampton Mercury, December 2, 1882. 

1 2 Ibid., November 28, 1885; July 15, 1892. 
13 Ibid., June 8 and July 27, 1894; January 18, 1895. 
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attention of the party leaders. The way in which local conflicts could stimulate interest in politics 
is seen in the Towcester election contest of 1892. Many of the issues on which this general 
election was officially fought, such as Irish Home Rule, disestablishment in Wales and Scotland, 
and temperance reform, meant little to the voters of Towcester; the issue which raised passions 
locally was compulsory vaccination, and newspaper reports show that this issue dominated the 
campaign. The movement against compulsory vaccination for smallpox was not, of course, 
confined to South Northamptonshire; the Acts aroused widespread opposition, from people 
who objected to vaccination on conscientious grounds, or from fear of its effects, or those who felt 
that compulsion was an infringement of individual liberties. But it became a particularly important 
issue in Towcester in 1892 because of the record of the Conservative candidate, Thomas Cartwright, 
who not only supported compulsory vaccination, but also sat on a Board of Guardians which 
implemented the law vigorously, and on the bench which fined parents who refused to have 
their children vaccinated. A strong Anti-Vaccination League opposed Cartwright and contributed 
to his defeat. As the Northampton Mercury commented, "there seems to be a lot of persons who 
have been sentenced by Mr. Cartwright for sticking to their principles on this matter. They were 
among the first to vote, and although some of them were Conservatives, they recognised the 
force of the old adage, 'Revenge is sweet'" .14 Shortly afterwards, the policy of the Brixworth 
Board of Guardians was also to come under attack. That Board had earned its unpopularity by 
strict administration of the poor law: refusal of outdoor relief even to the very old or sick, 
elimination from the workhouse diet of "luxuries", like the occasional glass of beer, and insistence 
on the labourer's duty to support his aged parents (at a time when agricultural wages in the 
county averaged 12s a week). In 1893, a Brixworth Outdoor Relief Association was formed to 
fight this policy; in 1894, it won several seats on the Board of Guardians and in the general 
election of 1895, the candidates for the Brixworth division were forced to discuss Old Age 
Pensions and Poor Law reform.15 In the W ellingborough division, too, the shoemakers insisted 
on bringing labour grievances into politics, even at the cost of splitting the Liberal party. The 
source of conflict here was not the conduct of local authorities, but conditions in the footwear 
industry. The industrial unrest of the 1890s soured relations between middle and working class 
Liberals, and in the parish and district council elections of 1894-5, official Liberal candidates 
were opposed by independent Labour representatives. The lock-out which closed shoe factories 
for six weeks in the spring of 1895 became an issue in the general election in July; and Francis 
Channing, the man invited to Wellingborough in 1885 to represent middle-class Radicalism, 
found it increasingly difficult to avoid taking sides against the employers.16 The poorer house
holders thus gained a new influence in county politics in these years. 

Bradlaugh's supporters of the Northampton Radical Association adopted as one of their 
principles "Government of the People, for the People, by the People". By the end of the nine
teenth century, this democratic ideal had made its mark on the county as well as the borough. 
It should not, of course, be implied that the men who had formerly governed Northamptonshire 
were blind to the needs of the people, or set out to rule in the interests of their class. One 
country gentleman wrote, "I only admit the existence of two classes, namely, those who are 
good fellows and those who are not"; and even the Liberal Mercury admitted that Quarter 
Sessions had managed county business efficiently and with impartiality.17 The conflicts in the 
footwear industry were caused by technical progress and fluctuations in the market, rather than 
by any ill-will on the part of employers, many of whom, like the popular Daniel Sheffield of 
Earls Barton, regarded themselves as the friends and leaders of the working men.18 Compulsory 
vaccination was supported by medical opinion, as the only way to eliminate a dangerous and 
disfiguring disease. Even the Chairman of the Brixworth Board of Guardians, the Rev. William 
Bury, rector of Harlestone, had a deep concern for the welfare of the poor. He worked hard to 

14 Ibid., July I, 8 and 15, 1892. See also R. M. 
Macleod, "Law, Medicine and Public Opinion; the 
Resistance to Compulsory Health Legislation", in 
Public Law, 1967. 

15 Northampton Mercury, November 1894 to May 
1895, passim. 

16 F. A. Channing, Memories of Midland Politics 
(London, 1918), pp. 161-3. A. Fox, op. cit. 

17 Northampton Mercury, December 15, 1888; 
January 18J 1895. 

18 Ibid., January 18 and 26, 1895. 
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promote medical clubs, co-operative societies and education in the county, and to expose bad 
housing and sanitary conditions. In 1885, he went so far as to publish an article entitled "Squires, 
Spires and Mires", which denounced the Northamptonshire gentry for "culpable indifference" 
to the condition of labourers on their estates. His campaign to cut down poor relief was inspired, 
not by a desire to save the ratepayers' pockets, but by his conviction that outdoor relief brought 
no real benefit to the working classes, as it encouraged employers to pay low wages and weakened 
family ties and the sense of personal independence among the labourers.19 But when Liberals 
in the 1890s rejoiced in the passing of "the old system of class government",Z0 they were not 
suggesting that the old county authorities had lacked public spirit; rather, that they were often 
out of touch with public opinion, and that they had tended to assume that rank and position 
conferred an exclusive right to rule. By the end of the century, parliamentary candidates and 
aspiring local councillors had to compete for the approval of Northamptonshire householders. 
The election of 1895 again saw Conservative country gentlemen returned in three of the county 
seats; but two of these candidates had pledged support for Old Age Pensions and Poor Law 
reform,Z1 and in 1898 the Conservative government repealed the most unpopular provisions of 
the Compulsory Vaccination Acts. Whichever party was in the ascendant, Northamptonshire 
politics could never revert to their traditional pattern of landed oligarchy: county politics had 
caught up with the development of county society. 

J ANET HowARTH 

19 Fortnightly Review, March, 1885. See also Bury's 
evidence to The Royal Commission on the Aged Poor, 
1895. 

20 Northampton Mercury, November 23, 1894. 
21 Ibid., February 22, 1895. 

IN THE AUTHOR'S STUDY 

Short Rules to be observ'd by all who on the B ....... k [Brigstock] Vicar call. 
Whoe'er within this roof doth come, 
Let him the robe of mirth put onJ 
For brow austere and looks demureJ 
The master of it can't endure. 
If he should be in studious fitJ 
Why! in the study he may sit: 
But if inclin'd to laugh and talkJ 
Then in the parlour let him walkJ 
And in the wheel of each narration 
Put in this spoke of conversation: 
Let those who thus shall honour meJ 
Be as at homeJ and just as free. 
Know thenJ a flower in ev'ry room 
Here growsJ in full eternal bloom: 
Hearts-easeJ 'tis call'd: and may each guest 
Pluck off that leaf he likes the best. 

From Miscellaneous Pieces: Original and Collected; by a Clergyman of NorthamptonshireJ late of 
Trinity CollegeJ Cambridge. London (1787)J 31. 

The "Clergyman of Northamptonshire" was the Rev. Talbot KeeneJ Vicar of Brigstock with 
StanionJ 1773-1824. A copy of his Miscellaneous Pieces is included in the Dryden Collection at 
the Northampton Public Library. 

V.A.H. 
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A TRUE STORY OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

As related to the Rector's wife at Orlingbury. The names are fictitious 

MRs. H's account of how she reconciled her son 
and his wife who had run away with the lodger. 
He was a foreman over navvies somewhere 
down the line. 

"My son and his wife as run away from him? 
Yes, ma'am, they're livin' together again and 
'appy. How did they come together again? 
Why this is how it was. 

"Of course she took the youngest child with 
her when she went off with the man, and left 
them other two por little things behind with 
the father. 

"Well, she lived with the man for a little time 
but not long, then she went back to her mother 
at Burton, and her mother she says to her, 'Mary 
Jane, you shall go over and see Herbert's mother 
at Orlingbury', and she says 'I durstn't for she'd 
be on to me'. However, she says 'Go you shall'. 
So one day as I was in the 'ouse here, sitting as 
I might be doing now, Alice come in (she was 
a'hanging out clothes), and she says to me, 
'Mother,' she says, 'who do you think is a' com
ing up the yard ? Why Mary J ane' ! 

"I felt, ma'am, you don't know how I felt all 
over, but I went out to meet her, and I says 
nothing but one word to her, I says, 'Mary Jane,' 
I says 'how could you go for to do it ?' 

"That was what I said, ma'am, 'how could 
you go for to do it ?' And she says, 'I don't 
know how it was'. 

"Then I says, 'come in and set down and I'll 
get you a cup o'tea. So they comes in, she and 
her mother, for her mother was with her, and 
I gets them a cup o'tea. And when they was 
going I says to her_, 'Mary J ane', I says 'You 
might come and stop a day or two'. 

"So she came, and when she'd been here a 
day I says, 'Mary Jane,' I says, 'I'm a'going to 
write to Herbert and tell him where you are'. 
'Then I'm off,' she says,'for I'm frit to death to 
see him, he'd kill me.' 

"'Gal,' I says, 'he wouldn't.' 'Yes he would,' 

she says. So the next day she says she'll go back 
to Burton. * 'Then you won't go alone,' I says, 
'for I shall go with you, if I have to be druv.' 

"So we went, and in the afternoon after we 
gets there, we was a settin' in the little back 
parlour (her mother keeps a shop) and I looks 
through the glass door and I sees Herbert come 
into the shop. 

"I couldn't tell you, ma'am, how he did look, 
and he comes in if you'll believe me, ma'am, on 
his hands and knees, and he says,'! come as soon 
as I got Mother's letter, I didn't stay for no 
breakfest, and when I got to Wellingborough I 
come straight over hedges and ditches till I got 
here'. And he says, 'Mary Jane, how could you 
do it? If there'd been anything as you didn't 
like about me, you might a' told me, but as you 
should go off with a lodger, and one as I'd drove 
into the Infirmaryt myself when he'd hurt him
self on the line, and took him in again when he 
come out, and him going about on crutches to 
beguile you. Mary Jane,' he says, 'how could you 
do it ?' and she doesn't say anything. 

"And he says, 'I can't live with you no more, 
but I'll give you money to keep you, and you 
can live with your mother, and I'm off,' he says. 

"Well, ma'am, I was all of a tremble, with 
such feels all over me, but I couldn't let him go 
like that, so I says, 'Come and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord,' and we set down and 
talked it over. 

"Then I said to her mother, 'Let's you and 
me go out into the bit of yard at the back, for 
maybe as they've something as they'd like to 
say to each other'. 

"So we went out at the back for a bit, and 
when we come back he says, 'Mother,' he says, 
'I'm off, but I'll provide for her, and she can 
live with her mother. I'll come home with you'. 

"So I says to her mother, 'I can't go back,' I 

* Burton Latimer. 
t Now known as Northampton Hospital. 
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says, 'without a cup o'tea, and me dragging over 
here and back again in one day, and Herbert 
ain't had no breakfast neither'. 

"So she gets us a cup o'tea, and when we'd 
finished, Mary J ane says, 'Well if you're going, 
I may as well go with you,' and he says, 'You 
can't walk back again and carry the child,' and 
she says, 'If you're a'going too, you can carry 
the child'. 

"And I felt, ma'am, as it were that word as 
had done it, that word as I spoke-'Coine and 
let us reason together, saith the Lord'. 

"Well, when we got back to Orlingbury it 
were dark, and I says, 'Me and Alice can have 
a bed down here, and Father can go and sleep 
with Jim, and you can have the front room,' 
and he says, 'Mother,' he says, 'I can't never 
no more'. 

"But I says, 'My boy,' I says, 'you've forguv 
her and you can'. So they takes the child and 
goes up to bed, and me and Alice slep' down 
here. 

"And in the morning he come down, and he 

says, 'Mother,' he says, 'can you lend me a 
pound?' and I says, 'My boy,' I says, 'I don't 
know as how I can, for it cost me a pound and 
more when I come over to them two por' little 
children when you was left alone, and I don't 
see as how I can'. 

"But he says, 'Mother,' he says, 'I come off 
without stopping for money, and now I must 
get back, for the men won't know how to be 
going on'. So I lent him the money. 

"And when Mary Jane comes down she says, 
says she, 'I'll take the child and go with him as 
far as Isham station,' and Alice says, 'Mother, 
can I go too?' and I says, 'Yes, my gal, you can'. 

"So they starts, and after a time Alice comes 
back alone, and I says, 'Where's Mary J ane ?' 

"And she says, 'She's gone with him, and 
took the child. When they gets to the station, 
he says, "May as well take two tickets," so 
they're gone'. 

"Happy? ma'am. Why, I don't think there's 
a happier couple living." 

0Jalkeith c;Fress J]d. 
9?rinters 0 Stationers 

2/::26 GJJalkeith 9?/ace, !Xettering 

phone 2574 

Printers of this and many other cultural and industrial publications 
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SIR JOHN ENGLISH DOLBEN, 4TH BART. OF FINEDON 

(1750-1837) 

277 

SIR John English Dolben, 4th and last baronet of his line, was described in his obituary notice 
in The Gentleman's Magazine as a "remarkable personage", and this was no empty claim. Of 
Welsh origin, the Dolbens first became associated with Northamptonshire in the person of the 
Revd. William Dol ben, son of John Dol ben of Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire. William became 
Rector of Stanwick in 1623, and also held the living of Benefield. All his children by his wife 

THE PORTRAIT, NOW AT DELAPRE 

Elizabeth Williams from Caernarvonshire were baptized at Stanwick where he died in 1631, 
aged 52, just after he had been appointed Bishop of Bangor, and before his consecration to that 
See. His eldest son, William, who was born at Stanwick in 1625, became, in due course, a 
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford, Archdeacon of London) Dean of Westminster, Bishop of 
Rochester, and, finally (1663) Archbishop of York, where he died of smallpox in 1686, being 
buried in the Minster. He married a niece of Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
by her, was the father of Gilbert Dolben, also a Christ Church man, and Justice of the Court 
of Common Pleas in Ireland. He was M.P. for Peterborough, and was created a baronet by 
Queen Anne in 1704. He married Anne, eldest daughter and co-heiress of Tanfield Mulshoe of 
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Finedon, where his descendants were thereafter seated. The second baronet, John Dol ben, was, 
like his grandfather, a clergyman. He was Vicar of Finedon from 1714 until his death in 1756. 
He was a Prebendary of Durham from 1718. His wife was the eldest daughter of William, 5th 
Lord Digby, who died at Aix-en-Provence in 1730. She is buried in the Cathedral there, where 
there is a monument to her memory. Her eldest son also died there. Her second son, William, 
became the 3rd baronet, on his father's death in 1756, and was M.P. for Oxford University and 
for Northamptonshire from 1768 to 1784, after which he again sat for Oxford University. He 
was a prominent Tory with considerable local influence, although he was unsuccessful in 
opposing the candidature of Lord Althorp in 1806, on the grounds that this constituted an 
"encroachment of the Peers on the Commons' rights of representing the counties" .1 By his first 
wife, J udith, the only daughter and heiress of Somerset English, of Eastergate, Sussex, he was 
the father of his heir and successor, Sir John English Dolben. Sir English shared to the full the 
"Church and King" principles of his ancestors. He was conscious that the Archbishop of York 
as a young man had been a soldier for Charles I, and had been wounded at the battle of Marston 
Moor; and that Sir Gilbert, the first baronet, had voted against making the Prince and Princess 
of Orange King and Queen in 1689, although he had accepted King William, and indeed sup
ported him in 1693, when the Whigs introduced the Triennial Bill, which was finally vetoed by 
the King, only to be reintroduced and passed the following year when Shrewsbury became head 
of the administration. 2 

Although Sir John English Dol ben never stood for Parliament, he was active in local 
politics. In 1796, he urged his friend, Sir Justinian I sham of Lam port, to revive the family 
tradition and stand for parliament as "the fittest man I can name to represent our County". 
Sir Justinian declined on the grounds of age (he was fifty-six) but Dolben unsuccessfully pressed 
his request, pointing out that !sham could resign "having accomplished or at least endeavoured 
our Deliverance from the Fetters, wherein we are at present holden" .3 

The Gentleman's Magazine, in its obituary notice of Sir John English Dolben (November, 
1837, pp. 533/4), recorded: "Sir John English Dolben was born May 4, 1750. He was educated 
at Westminster School; and thence elected a Student of Christ Church in 1768. He took his 
degree of B.C.L. as a grand compounder July 4, 1775, and had the honorary degree of D.C.L. 
conferred upon him July 27, 1788. He was elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 
April 6, 1780, and at the time of his death was the senior member of that fraternity. He succeeded 
his father in the title of Baronet in 1814. Sir English Dolben was much attached to classical 
literature and antiquities, and like his venerable father, was a zealous supporter of the Established 
Church, but a sincere friend to toleration. Previously, to his final retirement into the country, 
he lingered with much affection about the haunts of his youthful studies and amusements, being 
alike remarkable for his venerable deportment and much harmless eccentricity. He was a constant 
visitor at the commemoration dinners at Christ Church; and he frequently joined the juvenile 
ranks at Westminster School, whom he would accompany to service at the Abbey, saying he was 
the youngest among them, beginning to count afresh from the age of seventy. 

"He ·had his cards printed in black-letter type, saying that he was himself 'old English', 
and that was the most appropriate style for him. 

"He carried so many small volumes about with him in his numerous and capacious pockets, 
that he appeared like a walking library: and his memory, particularly in classical quotations, was 
equally richly stored. 

"About 1820 he visited Italy, taking with him Mr. G. Tytler, a Scotch artist, who after
wards published a large panoramic view of Edinburgh, and also several lithographic views in 
Italy, in which the figure of Sir English frequently occurs." 

Regarding Sir John's habit of "carrying small volumes about with him in his numerous 
and capacious pockets", there is an amusing glimpse of him in a letter from the Rev d. Arthur 

1 E. G. Forrester, Northamptonshire County Elec
tions and Electioneering, p. 111. 

2 K. Feiling, History of the Tory Party, p.290 
3 Forrester, op. cit., pp. 88/9. 
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!sham, rector of Weston Turville, to his cousin the Revd. Robert !sham, rector of Lamport, 
dated 26 September 1884: 

"The small remains of an ancient family, Sir English came to our house at Kingsthorpe 
with a confidential servant. His big pockets, the Squire's dress of the day, were filled with classic 
lore, Virgil and Horace. Mter breakfast Sir English and I set off to walk to Northampton, the 
servant attending. 

"He handed a gold cane to me, saying ipsissima verba, 'You shall have the honour of walk
ing with Sir Gilbert's cane!' So we trudged along. He took me to an Inn in Gold Street on the 
left a little below Marshall's the shoe-:-maker. There he gave me some coffee, to the best of my 
remembrance. And I have an indistinct vision of a soldier in the Inn to whom he addressed a 
few words more suo." 4 

The Gentleman's Magazine recorded that the portraits of Archbishop Dol ben, of the 
second and third baronets and Sir English "hang together in the Hall of Christ Church, Oxford," 
where all four received their education. Alas, although Sir John English Dolben's portrait was 
recorded as hanging at Christ Church as recently as 1912-25,5 it has apparently disappeared and 
cannot be traced. 6 It is all the more fortunate that the writer has been able to discover and acquire 
a portrait of the baronet. From the measurements (28" X 24") it is clear that this picture once 
hung at Finedon Hall, and is identical with the one in the Finedon sale of 1912.7 No artist's 
name is recorded, but it is a good example of its period, and Sir John English Dolben looks 
much as we can imagine him to have been from his known character. The writer has presented 
the portrait to the Northamptonshire Record Society, and it will henceforth be hung at Delapre 
Abbey, of which we are sure Sir John English Dolben would much have approved. 

A final word must be added about the Northamptonshire Preservative Society, of which, 
as an inscription on the picture records, Sir John English Dolben was Vice President. This 
Society was formed at a meeting in the County Hall at Northampton on 9 October 1789, Sir 
James Langham of Cottesbrooke presiding. Its purpose was the "preserving of human life in 
various cases of sudden danger and apparent death", and to this effect it gave good advice and 
also awarded sums of money to persons who had distinguished themselves. 

Early in its career, the Society turned its attention to "the number of cases that occur, 
where the dreadful crime of suicide is committed, by the taking of arsenic", and it counselled all 
persons dealing in this poison "to give the most serious charge to their servants or assistants, 
never to part with the same on any retence whatsoever, without first consulting their masters 
on the occasion" (Northampton Mercury, 16 January 1790). At the same time the Society 
announced that "An apparatus for the recovery of the apparently dead, is left with Mr. Williams, 
at the County Hospital" (which until 1793 was in George Row, Northampton). 

In 1805 the Society was still in being-it proudly disclosed that it had rewarded fifty 
cases of life-saving during the previous five years-and it probably continued to pursue its aims 
for several years after that date, but it is not known when it finally ceased to exist. Sir John 
English Dolben was one of the six original vice-presidents of the Society, and the "benevolence 
and public spirit" which he had shown in its formation were acknowledged by a vote of thanks 
at the County Hall meeting in 1789.8 

Sir John English Dolben's only son, William, by his wife Hannah Hallett, died in 1817, 
leaving no son. One of his son's daughters, Prances, married, in 1835, William Harcourt Isham 
Mackworth, who added the Dolben name to his own, and their descendents continued at Finedon 

' J oan Wake, "Henry I sham Longden", Vol. XV. 
Northamptonshire & Rutland Clergy, 1943, p. xx. 

5 Mrs. R. L. Poole, Catalogue of Portraits in •.• 
Oxford, 3 vols. No. 250. 

6 Letter of Mr. Bueno de Mesquita, Curator of 

Pictures, Christ Church, October 17, 1969. 
7 Catalogue, p. 42. 

8 The information about the Northamptonshire 
Preservative Society has kindly been provided by 
Mr. Victor A. Hatley. 
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until the death of Miss Ellen Mackworth-Dolben on 2 February 1912, when the whole estate and 
contents of the Hall were sold by auction. Of this family was the poet, Digby Dolben, whose 
early death at sea was a loss to English letters. The Mackworths were like the Dolbens in origin, 
a Welsh family from Glamorganshire. 9 A daughter of Sir John English Dol ben, Charlotte, 
married in 1806 the Revd. Samuel Woodfield Paul, who was vicar of Finedon from 1810 until 
his death in 1847. His fourth son, George Woodfield, was vicar there from 1848 to 1911, when 
he died. He also married a Mackworth. Their eldest son, Herbert W oodfield Paul, was Liberal 
M.P. for Northampton in 1896, and a well-known historical writer. His third daughter, Jessie 
Georgina, married her father's curate, the Revd. H. R. C. Ve~non, who became vicar of Rothers
thorpe, and their son, the Rt. Revd. G. R. Vernon, was vicar of Finedon and Assistant Bishop of 
Peterborough (1952-7) before he became Dean of Belize, where he died in 1963. Mrs. Vernon 
returned to Finedon Vicarage, where she had been born, with her son when he became vicar. 
She died 48 hours after entering the house of her birth. Bishop Vernon, who was also born at 
Finedon Vicarage, presented several Dolben family portraits to the Vicarage, where they still are. 
These Dol ben portraits represent: 

1. John Dol ben, Archbishop of York (died 1686) 
2. Catherine Sheldon, his wife (died 1706) 
3. Captain Rowland Dolben, R.N. 
4. The Rev d. Samuel Woodfield Paul (died 184 7) 
5. The Revd. H. R. C. Vemon (died 1935) 

There is also a portrait of Sir Gilbert Dolben, 1st Bart., in the possession of Sir Nigel 
Vernon, Bart., a cousin of the late Bishop Vernon. Sir Nigel acquired this picture in 1968. Of 
Sir English Dolben, besides the present portrait under consideration, there is a drawing in the 
British Museum by G. Tytler. This is "a half length of an old man with bald forehead and thin 
locks of hair seen in full face seated behind a table with books and coins upon it, and writing on 
a paper inscribed 'Tour in Italy by Sir English Dolben' etc. signed and dated G. Tytler delt. 
Genoa Feb. 1820" (Catalogue of Drawings by British Artists in the British Museum, by L. Binyon, 
Vol. IV, 1907; Ref. No. L.B. 1 Royal Size). George Tytler (1798-1859) was the Scottish artist 
whom Sir English took to Italy with him. In addition to his Italian views and landscapes, Tytler 
also exhibited portraits at the Royal Academy, 1819-25. He does not seem to be the artist of the 
portrait at Delapre, as this shows a much younger man and was probably painted about 1802. 
There was also the vanished portrait at Christ Church which was by Arthur Perigal. Neither of 
these portraits resembled in design the portrait now at Delapre. 

G.I. 

(For further information on the Dolben family see "Random Northamptonshire Remi
niscences" by the late Humphrey Paul, Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. 11, pp. 91-95.) 

Thanks are expressed to Sir Nigel V ernon, Bart. and to the Revd. J. P. Beaumont, the present Vicar 
of Finedon, for help in compiling this article. 

9 See "Finedon Hall" in Northamptonsh£re Notes and Quer£es, Vol. IV, new series, pp. 161-9. 
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THOMAS THORNTON AT ASTROP SPA 

NowADAYS the village of Kings Sutton, in the south-west of our county, is most highly prized 
for its fine steepled church. Two hundred years ago that same church had to share its fame with 
another place within the same parish, namely the Spa at Astrop. To this locally celebrated 
watering place came the restless, bored, inquisitive or merely unhealthy gentry of the region to 
spend a few weeks annually away from the cares of their estates, regiments, parishes or the 
demands of the London social whirl. Fashion had only recently suggested the seaside as an 
alternative. 

A pamphlet of 1668 by "a Learned Physician" made the most sweeping claims for the 
properties of Astrop waters ... "it penetrates through every occult passage where other medecines 
cannot come ... it fastens the Teeth though ready to drop out ... takes away the old ·and long 
continued Headache, Vertigo, Palsey ... and all sorts of Gout". Although in Victorian times a 
more sober, scientific analysis yielded 
results which showed that the Spa hardly 
deserved the name of a mineral or saline 
spring and that the iron, soda and mag
nesia content was very low, in Stuart 
and Georgian times the water had either 
had better content or more persuasive 
supporters. Certainly Astrop in its in
fancy enjoyed the recommendation of 
many doctors, and thereafter sold itself 
by good repute and congenial atmos
phere to the nobility and gentry. Celia 
Fiennes paid the "steele water" a visit 
in about 1694 and found it "not so 
strong as Tun bridge". Above all, the 
Spa (pronounced and sometimes spd:t 
"spaw" in the seventeenth and eight
eenth centuries) enjoyed the local 
patronage of the North family of Wrox
ton and their circle. From an amusing 
letter written by Elizabeth, Lady North 
to her mother, Lady Kaye, in 1739 we 
read of highly-relished intrigue bub
bling up in that jaded community as 
readily as the water itself-of violent 
quarrels as to whether a window should 
be closed or open, Lady Thanet ordering 
everyone about, great consumption of 
Burgundy and Champagne. We learn 
too that the Prince and Princess of Wales 
(parents of George Ill) enjoyed a break
fast at Astrop, distributed largess there 
and at Banbury, before going over to 
Aynho to call on Mr. Cartwright. 

ASTROP SPA WELL 
(St. Rumbold's Well). 

Photographed in October, 1970 
by Bruce A. Bailey. 
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It would be interesting to discover how many well-known Northamptonshire families 
stayed at Astrop from time to time. Certainly Mr. and Mrs. Brudenell were there in 1739. The 
next year Thomas Thorn ton Ill of Brockhall, then aged 42, began half a lifetime of allegiance to 
Astrop Spa. In previous years he had spent the summer in such quiet places as Whissendine in 
Rutland but ill health in the family or a desire for change prompted him to try somewhere new. 
From his account book he appears to have taken lodgings for one day while he arranged accom
modation and exactly a week later to have taken up residence with his wife and four children for 
the period 21 July to 16 October. The cost of his stay was £116 6s Od, which is roughly £10 per 
week, and throughout the ensuing years his expenditure at Astrop remained remarkably constant. 
He became addicted to the place and although he never stayed for quite so long a period again 
he and assorted members of his family were to be found there year after year. Only building 
works at Brockhall or the death of a friend interrupted the set pattern. 

Luckily a description of the watering place survives from the very year in which Thomas 
Thornton first fell under its spell. Dr. Thomas Short, M.D., of Sheffield, paints the scene thus; 
"[the water] springs up into a Close strong Bason ... and empties itself by a long neat Gutter, 
cut out of Freestone ... with the Well is a house with pallisadoes before it, from this the company 
go under a shelter into another very large· sashed, wainscoted, boarded Room, where they walk, 
drink Coffee or Tea, and in the afternoon meet, converse ... Behind this is a noble, dry, fine 
Gravel Walk, 140 Yards long 6 broad, with charming close set clipp'd Hedge 12 foot high, with 
several neat Benches on each side; at the far end of which, are conveniences for the drinkers to 
retire when their Waters operate. On the other side of the brook from the Well is a fine Tea 
Room, dancing Room, and a large Kitchin etc. And near this is a convenient Shop. In the Town 
there is a large Ball or Assembly Room. Thus Nature and Art have contributed to make it a 
paradise of pleasure". In 1757 Thornton met Justinian !sham there/ and throughout the 1750s 
enjoyed the company of his neighbours, Mr. and Mrs. John Devall of Flore. John Devall, who 
does not loom large in Northamptonshire's history, is mainly to be remembered for having 
completed his father's shrievalty of the county in 1745 (after the latter died in office), and for 
filling the sonorous position of"Sergeant Plumber to His Majesty". Apart from this, he also made 
himself agreeable to Thorn ton, and together at Astrop-at what , must be one of the farthest 
spots in England from the coast-they sampled sea water in addition to the spa water. 

One day in August, probably between 1754 and 1769, Thomas Thornton in frolicsome 
mood sat down and composed these lines to Mrs. Sarah Devall. Doggerel though they may be, 
they conjure up a gay and vivid picture both of the writer and of Astrop Spa. Thomas must 
have been in his mid 60s; Mrs. Devall, who married in 1738, would have been about 50; Mrs. 
Thornton and Mr. Devall were both very much alive and probably coming on the jaunt too. 
In these lines we find a distillation of good fellowship and common sense. 

"Madam Devall, my Neighbour good 
Let me be rightly understood; 
A Project by your Friends is plann'd 
With which Compliance they demand; 
'Tis, that to Astrop you repair 
To see what Friends are quarter'd there. 
For you 'tis best they all believe 
Thither to go on Sundays Eve, 
(Lest Mondays morning great turmoil 
What should be pleasure turn to toil) 
At th' Bakehouse there I dare be bold 
To say you'll find a Supper cold; 
And not far off, a bed prepar' d 

1 This must be the son of Dr. Euseby !sham, succeeded as 7th Bart. in 1772. Thomas Thornton 
rector of Lincoln College, Oxford, born in 1740. He was his great uncle through his mother. 
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From which no dampness need be fear' d. 
When you have ta'en refreshing Nap 
If you on Monday morning hap 
(When you have dress'd you nice & fine) 
Go to the Publick room by nine 
From that time to the hour of ten 
Ent'ring the Beaus & Belles you'l ken; 
And if the Waters kindly pass 
You'l see good Nature in each Face. 
When they're assembled you will see 
Plenty of butter'd Rolls & Tea, 
For which a nine pence you must pay 
Because it is a Publick Day. 
When ended Breakfast's Noise & Talk 
With Friends select you'l take a Walk 
Until the Musicks Band is met 
And every thing in Order set. 
The Ladies all will enter in. 
And then the concert will begin 
A friendly Band, select, unpaid 
Will lend us then their kindest aid; 
Fermor2 performs (whom few surpass) 
With Nickerson the Rumbling Bass; 
The Flute how sweet by Bowles when blown 
Assisted by a Name unknown; 
The Violins melodious Strain 
Makes sweetly tingle every Vein: 
Not strange the Strings so moving prove 
And maids are tweedled into Love, 
When touch' d by that Italian hand 
And one of Oxfords chosen Band. 
The Voice how moving you will find 
By instrumental Musick join'd? 
This Musick you awake will keep, 
Perchance lay me your Friend to Sleep, 
Whose Ear unform'd for Musick's Blast 
Can't equal your Distinguish'd Taste. 
The Concert ended you may Walk, 
On each Performers praises Talk: 
Till in due time the Dinners brought, 
Such plenty you can want for Nought. 
One shilling & a half will pay 
For all that you can eat that day, 
I mean for all on which you Dine, 
And sixpence more will pay for Wine. 
Success to Astrop then goes round 
And you yourself must join that sound. 
Then you retire; talk o're us Folk 
With Friendly Repartee & joke: 
What else you do we can't Divine; 

Fermor of Fritwell Co. Oxon. in 1784. 
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2 The identity of Fermor is uncertain. A Henry 
Fermor snr. of Neithrop near Banbury left a Will in 
1736, which shows that the name occurs in the area. 
Later on, Prances Willes of Astrop married a Henry 

The musicians Nickerson and Bowles are even 
more elusive. 
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But we sit quaffing o'er the Wine, 
And your fair Sex so much adore 
In Bumpers drink your Healths once more. 
The Bottles emptied, in come We, 
Dilute our Wine in sober Tea. 
And then at Cards we try who wins 
Until at night the Ball begins. 
The Ball till midnight keeps us up, 
One really has not time to sup. 
Howe' er a morning nap renews 
And fits us for our further Views. 
On Tuesday morn at ten we meet, 
With kind* salutes each other greet. 
When Breakfast's done at Cards we play 
Till Dinner call us all away. 
When Dinner's done, if it please you, 
Ld Guildfords Gardens3 we will view. 
On Wednesdays morn, if you will go, 
We'll visit Temples Stately Stow.4 

This Project in yr. thoughts revolve 
And as you like at last resolve. 
Today with you I think to Dine 
And after Dinner take some Wine 
A Chearfull Glass will answer best 
Our treat & project to digest. 
I need not say I am no Poet 
These simple Lines will plainly shew it 
Yet if it serve to make you smile 
And titter o'er a little while 
I think my time I don't mis-spend 
And I your servant gain my End." 

*you may laugh but 
I don't mean kisses 

Let us hope it all turned out as pleasantly as Thomas Thornton foresaw. Not many years 
were left for these jolly friends to meet together. In June 1769 John Devall died-the monumental 
inscription in Flare Church reads " ... of whom it may be truly said ·he was a faithful friend & a 
good Christian" -and Thomas did not go to Astrop that year. Two years later Sarah Devall sold 
the Flare estates and presumably moved away. From the mid-1770s Thomas went back to Astrop 
annually. In 1782, at the age of 84, he yet found strength enough to pay his wife two weekend 
visits while she was lodging there for an extended period. The story did not quite end with his 
death in March 1783, for his son, Thomas Lee Thomton, paid a subscription in August 1783 
"to the rooms & wells at Astrop"; but the new generation had lived long in Leicestershire and 
had other interests. 

Thomas Thornton Ill had been remarkably loyal to Astrop. By 1770 it had already 
become rather unfashionable. A decade later anybody who was anybody had gone elsewhere. 
The Great Room was still opened each year in June or July down to about 1808 for public enter
tainments. Thereafter a ~at silence descended upon Astrop and the buildings were left to fall 
apart. About 1914 Beeby Thompson went to look at the site. He could discern the ruins of the 
Assembly Room and the Music Room. The stone enclosure around the Spring was still there, 
with four steps down and the water issuing from a pipe near the floor. What news of Astrop Spa 
now? 

* * * * 
3 Refers to Lord Guildford's seat at Wroxton, 4 Refers to Lord Temple's seat at Stowe, near 

near Ban bury. Buckingham. 
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Since writing the above I could not resist the opportunity of visiting the site of the Spa 
in the company of the Editor and Mr. Bruce Bailey. On a sunny autumn day we were impressed 
by the stillness of the parkland and the natural beauty of the trees which have taken root where 
once stood the pleasure rooms of a popular watering place. Now the sole remains are the Well 
(with stone-work recently restored) and the wide brook mentioned in the description in 1740. In 
Astrop village itself certain buildings give the impression that their very size must· connect them 
with the erstwhile Spa, but this would be difficult to establish. The discovery of a site-plan or 
drawings of the Spa buildings in their heyday is greatly to be desired. 

Sources: 
Thornton (Brockhall) documents at the North

amptonshire Record Office, viz., Th 2035,2036,2037, 
2723; Letter, Lady North to Lady Kaye, dated 
16.8.1739 in the Dartmouth Papers; Article by Beeby 

CHRISTOPHER TONGUE. 

Thompson, F.C.S., F.G.S., on "Peculiarities of 
Waters and Wells" published in the Journal of the 
Northants Natural History Society, Vol. XVII, No. 
139, Sept. 1914; "The Journeys of Celia Fiennes", 
ed. C. Morris. 

LAWRENCE WASHINGTON IN OXFORDSHIRE 

MR. Leslie Baily, who is compiling a history of Sibford in Oxfordshire (a few miles west of 
Banbury), has written to tell me that Lawrence and Robert Washington are on record as selling 
the manor of Sibford Gower in 1579. This is our first intimation that Lawrence Washington 
(d. 1584) of Sulgrave and his son and heir-apparent, Robert Washington, had land transactions 
in Oxfordshire. (For Lawrence and Robert, both of whom were direct ancestors of President 
George Washington, see my paper on the Sulgrave Washingtons in Northamptonshire Past & 
Present for 1966.) G.W. 

THE ROLLS ROYCE SILVER SHADOW is just one of the superb Corgi Toys range of die-cast models, which 
includes saloon, sports and racing cars, commercial vehicles. circus equipment and agricultural machinery. 
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JOHN BRIDGES, PETER WHALLEY AND THE HISTORY OF THE COUNTY 

"He raised the marble from the quarry, but did not polish or 
shape a single column of the edifice." 

IN the year 1791 an event took place which 
was to become of great consequence to 
the students of our county's history, for 
this was the year that the History of the 
County of Northamptonshire by John 
Bridges appeared after a delay of 72 years 
since its inception, when Bridges travelled 
the county in his search for material; 
during this year also came the news of the 
death of its last editor, and in the Gentle
man's Magazine the following account 
was set forth : 

"At Os tend, in his 69th year, the 
Rev. Peter Whalley, L.L.B., rector 
of the united parishes of St. Gab
riel, Fenchurch, and St. Margaret 
Pattens in the city of London, Vicar 
of Horley in Surrey, and formerly 
grammar master of Christ's Hos
pital." 

A poor obituary for one who 
"polished the marble" of that mass of 
unsorted material, which was left at the 
untimely death of John Bridges, and made 
it into the important volumes we know 
today. 

John Bridges, a bencher of Lin
coln's Inn, and possessor of a considerable 

REv. RoBERT NARES 
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estate at Barton Seagrave in this county, started collecting material for his projected History in 
1719. He engaged the artist Peter Tillemans to draw the illustrations for the work, and whilst 
doing so Tillemans was paid one guinea a day and had the hospitality of Bridges' house at Barton 
Seagrave. Thomas Eayre, a member of the Kettering family of bell-founders, horologists and 
cartographers, also executed a number of drawings for the work, and in fact was responsible for 
the first large-scale map of the county, first published in 1779, that appeared in its revised and 
second edition in the final production of the finished History (although promised in the proposals, 
it is not always to be found). 

On 16 March 1724, John Bridges died at the early age of 58 at his chambers in London. 
His funeral cortege took five days to travel from Lincoln's Inn to his burial place at Barton 
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Seagrave. This final journey was an expensive affair, and the cost for the bearers and their lodgings 
on the journey amounted to £146 14s. ld. 1 

During his lifetime, Bridges had assembled a vast library which was sold in London in 
1725. It took 27 days to sell the 4,000 books and manuscripts, and the sale realised the large sum 
of £4,160 12s. Od.2 

Mter Bridges' death, his brother, William, to whom he had willed his manuscripts relating 
to the county, engaged Doctor Samuel Jebb, a learned physician, to edit and prepare the work 
for publication, and instructed Gibbons, a law bookseller at the Middle-Temple, to circulate 
proposals for a subscription issue. The proposals were elaborate affairs on whole sheets, printed 
in red on the title page. 7,000 copies ofthe proposals were circulated in 1735 and another 1,650 
in 1737. The price of the History was to be four guineas in two instalments of two guineas each. 
But trouble was not far ahead, for after the first two numbers were printed about the year 1739, 
followed by others, making 164 pages in all, Gibbons, in 1742, became bankrupt, causing all the 
subscriptions to be lost and left the project in jeopardy. 

After this occurred, some of the unused copper-plates prepared from the drawings 
especially commissioned, were purchased by Doctor Rawlinson, who deposited them with the 
Bodleian Library, where they remain to this day. · 

Dr. Jebb, the editor, was left without the satisfaction that would have evolved from the 
completion of his duties and without payment for his endeavours. This however was rectified 
when William Cartwright of Aynho advanced sufficient money to re-pay the debt to the learned 
Doctor. 

All action lapsed until at the 1755 Assize in Northampton, when the Rev. Mr. Benjamin 
Buckler3 was asked to take on the unfinished History, but he declined and the task was entrusted 
to Rev. Peter Whalley. 

Whalley's family were natives of Northamptonshire and although Peter Whalley was born at 
Rugby in 1722, after graduating from Oxford in 17 44 his early ministry was mainly exercised in 
this county; it was during this period that the three sons of his first wife Mary were christened 
at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Northampton, and at Courteenhall; but by the time of 
Mary's death in 1767, they had all pre-deceased her. 

With Whalley's administration came a re-printing of the Hundreds, previously edited by 
Dr. Jebb, only now the 164 pages of the 1st edition were re-printed into 150 pages, with the 
Hundred of Sutton appearing before that of Norton. 

The first volume of the 2nd edition was published in 1762 and was followed by the first 
part of a second volume in 17 69 when delays struck the Work again. For with tlie passage of time, 
naturally came the death of many of the Gentlemen of the County that formed the Grand Jury, 
until just two solitary members remained: Sir Thomas Cave, who inherited his father's interest 
in the Work, and Sir William Dol ben of Finedon. 

Mter a further delay of seven years with the material lying at the Oxford University Press, 
a new committee was formed. 

The letter printed below gives a contemporary view of the true reasons for this further 
delay in publication. It was written in 1791 by Daniel Prince, who besides being the Oxford 
bookseller was the overseer to the University Press,4 and as such was responsible for seeing the 

1 Notes and Queries, Vol. I, p. 109. 
2 Bibliotheca Bridgesianae Catalogus, London, 

1725. 

3 Dr. Buckler was the anonymous author of 
Stemmata Chicheliana. 

4 Information from the Printer to the University. 
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Work through the press. In this letter he is addressing Mr. John Loveday of Williamscote, 
Banbury, a subscriber to the History, and from the manner in which the letter is written, an 
acquaintane-e of his. 

Oxford, 5 August 1791 
Sir, 

Had it not been for the unremitted Attention of the worthy Sir William Dol ben* 
I do not think the Northamptonshire History, so far as Mr. Brydges had prepared 
Materials, would ever have appear'd. It would have been a capital Work had it been 
brought down to the year 1780. As it is, I hope it has its Merits; its use at least it will 
have. The Index will much assist its use. I was the unlucky Printer of it, I began it 
in 1758. When I was first engag' d by the Gentlemen of the County, who in 1758 
were chiefly Natives of that County. I thought Dr. Buckler would have been the 
Editor; and he would had the Materials been less bulky. The unfortunate poor Man 
who was the Editor,5 died at Ostend about two Months ago; he had every Qualifica
tion necessary for the Undertaking, and would have soon got through it had he not 
accepted the Head Master's Appointment at Christ's Hospital, which at once sent the 
work to sleep for seven years at least. He next labour' d with the uncomfortable con
dition of a sickly wife,6 who died and left him without Family. Then, without recol
lecting that it was the time to acquit himself of his Engagements of the History of 
the School, he unfortunately fell in love with one of the prettiest young Women he 
ever saw, with nothing else to recommend her as a Wife.7 I hope his Friends are kind 
to the Widow and children. The eldest is a daughter, one of the first Greek Scholars 

* For Sir William Dolben see "A Northamptonshire Worthy" in this number, p. 278. He was the father 
of Sir English Dolben. 

5 Rev. Peter Whalley. 
6 Mary, his first wife. 

7 Betsy J acobs. 
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of her sex. The young lady too has beauty added to her Learning. I must boast how 
kind I have been to the Publick in perservering in my Department against every 
discouragement. Sir W. Dolben only would listen to the want of assistance. In one 
of my Applications to the Gentlemen of the County about 15 years ago, when I met 
with Strangers only among the Grand Jury, they desired me to take the work to 
myself to satisfy my Demand then owing me. 

On Wednesday last I receiv'd the Prints which were printed in London. Two 
Prints are sent loose, w'ch I am told I shall be inform'd where they are to be placed. 
As soon as I know I will send word. The Map of the County also is not yet come. 
Still, as so many promises have been made, I think it best to send it as it is, but hope 
Mr. Rushworth8 will wait till I can send it to him without Apology. 

Second Payment to the History of Northamptonshire 
Binding in Boards 

£ s. d. 
2 2 0 
0 2 6 

2 4 6 

I thank God I gather ·strength in my strain' d leg, and hope still to recover before 
Winter. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient, faithful and oblig' d servt, 

Danl. Prince 

This letter came to light recently when I purchased the "Loveday" Bridges from 
Blackwells of Oxford. This copy of the History is annotated to the Gentleman's Magazine and 
Archaeologia. So neatly penned, it is not at first glance easily differentiated from the printed 
word. Mr. Loveday was a frequent contributor to the Gentleman's Magazine on local historical 
matters. 

And so at last, in 1791, the total collection of material formed by John Bridges so many 
years before came unexpectantly to fruition. The preface was written by the Rev. Robert Nares 
who was vicar of Easton Maudit 1782-1806 and of Great Doddington 1784-96, as well as an 
assistant preacher at Lincoln's Inn: the excellent index was prepared by Samuel Ayscough, the 
assistant librarian at the British Museum, who was known as the "prince of index makers" for 
the love and diligence he brought to his task. Robert Nares himself was Assistant Librarian at 
the British Museum from 1796. 

With regards to Whalley's second marriage which took place in 1768 to Betsy Jacobs, of 
the four children she presented him with, three were still living at their father's death: Samuel, 
Katharine Georgiana, the Greek scholar mentioned in the letter, and Elizabeth, the wife of 
Charles Harrison. Betsy Whalley, the widow, died on 16 March 1803. 

No doubt the old argument will remain open for ever as to whether Peter Whalley made 
the best possible use of that vast collection of manuscripts that remain in the care of the Bodleian 
Library; but for most of us, the proof of Whalley's renown lies in the fact that The Bridges' 
History of Northamptonshire is still as yet the prime source of information for anyone researching 
into the history of this county. 

8 A near neighbour of Mr. Loveday at Culworth. 
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SOME INTERESTING COMPILATIONS OF BRIDGES' "HISTORY" 

The "Dash" Copy in the British Museum Addit. MSS.32118-32122 bequeathed by Mr. William 
Dash of Kettering, is in five volumes. It was collected by his father, Mr. Thomas Dash, the book
seller and publisher, and contains an elaborate assemblage of drawings by George Clark of Scald
well, and water-colours by Bradley, together with numerous tracts published by Dash. Some 
MSS. are included, i.e.: 

A poll for Burgesses in 1695. 
MS. plan of homestead and old enclosure of Little Bowden by Reynolds. 
MS. plan of Great Harrowden parks by J. Harris. 

The British Museum-Addit. MSS. 32467-hold the collection of 269 sketches prepared by 
Tillemans, Eayre, etc., for the original edition and not included in the final publication. Of these 
the following are indicative of their interest: 

The site of Stewardsley Priory. 
Chapel at Shittlelanger ( Shutlanger) now a farmhouse. 
The ruins of Buckton (Boughton) Hall. 
The coloured drawings of the eleven paintings on glass that were in 

Clendon (Glendon) church. 
The copy of the portrait of Queen Katherine Parr, that formerly hung at 

Glendon Hall and supposed to be a true likeness. (Seep. 293.) 

The Northampton County Library extra illustrated copy ex libris Thomas Barrett of Lee. A fine 
set profusely illustrated and b~aring maps of the county by Speed, Bowen, Ellis, Eayre and 
others, with many engravings of local dignitaries, mansions and MS. letters appertaining to the 
contents of the History. 

The Northampton Public Library possess a copy of the History bound in four volumes having the 
bookplate of Lord Lyveden. This is extra-illustrated and also contains many additions in the way 
of marginal notes relating to archaeological findings. 

Also, this library has in its local collection the edition of the History edited by Dr. Jebb, 
comprising the Hundreds of Fawsley, Wardon and Norton in 160 pages. 

1770 

1783 
1827 
1834 

1970 

Some ear{v prices for the History from catalogues in the 
Northampton Public Library 

A sale catalogue by Collis of Kettering for the library of Rev. Shuter of Kibworth 
Volume I and first part Volume 11. £1 Ss. Od. 
A sale of books by Dash of Kettering. First volume only. 15s. Od. 
A catalogue of books by Dash. Two volumes. £6 16s. 6d. 
A catalogue of books for sale by Dash. The two volumes but without the index. 

Recently at Kettering the 2 vols. fetched £230! 
£4 14s. 6d. 

RosEMARY EADY. 
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QUEEN CATHERINE PARR AND LADY }ANE GREY 

IN 1965, the National Portrait Gallery bought 
at Sotheby's a full length portrait said to repre
sent Queen Catherine Parr, the last wife of 
Henry VIII. This full length portrait was 
formerly at Glendon Hall, near Kettering. It 
was engraved by W. S. Wilkinson, and is one of 
the illustrations to Baker's History and Antiqui
ties of the County of Northampton (Vol. II). 

According to tradition it was "discovered" at 
Glendon Hall by the Booth family1 when they 
bought Glendon. The purchaser . was John 
Booth (1721-82), whose father (another John) 
was factor to the Duke of Montagu at Boughton. 
He bought it in 17 58 from the two heiresses of 
the last Lane of Glendon. The picture remained 
at Glendon until 1953, when it was sold at 
Christie's by Mrs. F. Vincent Gompertz (nee 
Booth). It had been supposed that the identity 
of the picture was an intelligent guess by John 
Booth, because Ralph Lane of Glendon and 
Horton had married the heiress ofWilliam Lord 
Parr of Horton, uncle of Queen Catherine Parr. 2 

However, in the Eayre-Tillemans drawings in 
the British Museum3 is a drawing (almost cer
tainly by Peter Tillemans) of Queen Catherine 
Parr inscribed as being in Mr. Lane's Gallery 
at Glendon. Some of the drawings are dated 
1719 and 1721, although this particular one is 
not. The drawing, however, does establish that 
the portrait did belong to the Lanes, that they 
thought it represented Queen Catherine Parr, 
and the pedigree of the picture is set back 
another fifty years. 

Whatever the Lanes may have thought, it is 
now accepted that the picture represents not 
Queen Catherine, but Lady Jane Grey, who 
was brought up in the Queen's household. For 
one thing, it must have been painted 1547-50, 

1 Roy Strong, Tudor and Jacobean Portraits, 
National Portrait Gallery, 1969. 

2 For the Lanes, and their history, see Northamp
tonshire Past and Present, Vol. Ill, No. 1, "A Royalist 
Squire's Letter on the Eve of the Restoration". Lord 
Parr of Horton was not only uncle of Queen Catherine, 
but Chamberlain of her household, so quite likely to 
have acquired the portrait of Lady Jane Grey. 

3 B.M. Add. MSS 32467. 
THE GLENDON PORTRAIT OF "CATHERINE PARR" 

now identified as Lady J ane Grey 
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DRAWING OF "CATHERINE PARR" 
in the Eayre-Tillemans Drawings at the British 
Museum "in Mr. Lane's Gallery at Glendon" 

when Lady J ane was between ten and thirteen 
years old, and shows a young girl, not a mature 
woman, as Catherine Parr would have been 
(she was thirty-five years old in 1547). More
over, the coroneted pendant jewel which the 
subject is wearing also appears in the earliest 
known engraving of Lady Jane Grey which 
appeared in Henry Holland's Herwologia (1620) 
and which is accepted as derived from an 
authentic portrait. 

In Dr. Roy Strong's opinion, the artist was 
"Master John", who painted the portrait of 
Queen Mary I as Princess in 1544, which is 
also at the National Portrait Gallery. Nothing 
is known about "Master John", apart from his 
name, which occurs in Princess Mary's Privy 
purse accounts ("Item pd. to one John that 
drue her grace in a table, v.li"). Master John 

was obviously very much in the Holbein tradi
tion, although, as Dr. Strong says, "slightly 
more formalised and two-dimensional in ap
proach". By way of contrast, we here reproduce 
an authentic portrait of Catherine Parr, which 
was acquired by the National Portrait Gallery 
just after the publication of Dr. Strong's book. 

· This shows just what one would expect, a 
mature, composed woman, with sufficient 
physical attractions to merit four husbands, one 
of whom was Henry VIII! 

Queen Catherine was herself connected with 
Northamptonshire in several ways. Her father, 
Sir Thomas Parr of Kendal, Westmorland 
(where she was born), was High Sheriff of 
Northamptonshire in 1509. His wife (Catherine's 
mother) was Maud, daughter and co-heiress of 
the last Greene of Green's N orton. Her second 
husband, John, Lord Latimer (one of the 
leaders of the Pilgrimage of Grace), was Lord 
of the manors of Bozeat, Cor by and Stowe Nine 
Churches, all in Northamptonshire. 

Her uncle, Lord Parr of Horton, inherited 
that property through marriage with the heiress 
of the Salisburys. Her brother, William Parr, 
was created Lord Parr ofKendal by Henry VIII, 
who also made him Earl of Essex and one of his 
executors. He was made Marquess of North
ampton by his nephew, Edward VI. He was one 
of the principal supporters of Lady Jane Grey, 
for which, on the failure of her cause, he for
feited his honours and was condemned to death. 
The death sentence was not carried out and he 
remained "Mr. Parr" until restored to his 
marquisate by Elizabeth. Two of Catherine's 
first cousins married into Northamptonshire 
families, Maud Parr marrying Ralph Lane of 
Horton and Glendon, and Mary marrying Sir 
Thomas Tresham of Rushtoi), after her death, 
Lord Prior of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. 

Finally, it might be mentioned that the Parr 
family were responsible for bringing to North
amptonshire a family whose fame has spread far 
beyond its borders. It was William, Lord Parr 
ofHorton, who befriended Lawrence Washing
ton, bailiff at Warton, a Parr property in West
morland, and it was William Parr who, on 
inheriting Horton from his wife, brought 
Lawrence Washington to Northamptonshire, 
where he found both a wife, and a new career 
as a member of the Northampton Borough 
Corporation. (Northamptonshire Past & Present, 
Vol. IV, No. 1, p. 37). 

GYLES !SHAM 
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THE FIRST Two BASSETTS OF WELDON

Novi Barones of the early and mid-twelfth Century 

This article concludes Mr. W. T. Reedy's discussion of "The 
First Two Bassets of Weldon", the first part of which ap
peared in N.P. & P. Vol. IV, No. 4. The articles were 
written while the author was doing research in England on a 
grant from the Research Foundation of the State University 
of New York, Albany. 

IT may never be possible to write an exhaustive history of all of Richard Basset I's estates_, but 
the basic facts about his tenurial position in the feudal structure are nevertheless quite clear. He 
held six estates from the Earl of Leicester_,28 perhaps enough fees to make him an honorial baron. 
But Richard's elevation to the baronage itself-the ranks of the tenants-in-chief-was the most 
important aspect of his feudal position. Richard held in 1130 an estate in chief of 176 hides of 
geldable demesne, located in 10 different counties ;29 the core of this estate as a baron was the 
honour of Weldon, Northants., comprising 29 hides in Northants. and 67 hides in Leics.ao The 
Northamptonshire Survey of ea. 1124-29 (printed in vol. i of the V.C.H. for Northants.) and the 
Leicestershire Survey of ea. 1130 prove conclusively that Richard Basset was holding Weldon at 
that time, the escheated Domesday barony of Robert de Buci. Richard's barony of Weldon 
comprised estates in at least 46 vills of Leics. and Northants., as can be proved from the two 
surveys first cited, the documents extant concerning Richard's foundation of Launde Priory_, 
Leics.,31 and the carta of his eldest son and heir, Geoffrey Ridel II, in 1166.32 It is not known 
exactly how many knights' fees were owed the king for just Weldon itself, but in 1166 Geoffrey 
Ridel II reported that his father Richard ·Basset had held in 1135 184 carucates in chief for a 
servitum debitum of fifteen knights' fees. 33 This figure of 184 carucates agrees in general with the 
figure of 176 hides on which, as seen, danegeld was pa_rdoned in 1130. Geoffrey was still holding 
these 184 caru-cat-es in chief in 1166 for a fee of 15 kmghts_, but very few of them were still held 
by him in demesne. 

Both Sanders and Stenton are quite sure that Richard Basset became possessed of Weldon 
ea. 1124-30, but they do not bring in Matilda Ridel or her mother Geva to account for it.34 It is 
true that the charter of Henry I which outlines the complicated arrangements made for the 
marriage of Richard with Matilda Ridel in 1123 does not mention Weldon by name or even seem 
to include the barony.35 It would be possible to argue that when Weldon escheated to the crown 

28 Slade, Leicestershire Survey, p. 93. 
29 Pipe Roll 31 Henry I, pp. 86, 89, 6, 12, 46, 72, 

76, 106, 121. 
ao Ibid., pp. 86, 89. . 
31 Monasticon Anglicanum, ed. Caley, Elhs and 

Bandinel (1817-1830), vi, p. 188. Launde was fo~nded 
by Richard no later than 1129-33-Regesta tt, no. 
1839. 

32 Red Book of the Exchequer, i, pp. 329-30. Geoffrey 
Ridel II's carta is one of the few of these cartae 
baronum which give place-names; thirty places are 
named, twenty-four of which were part of his father 
Richard's and his own barony of Weldon. 

33 Ibid. 
34 Sanders, English Baronies, p. 49: "Very little is 

known of Robert de Buci who held Great Weldon 
when Domesday Book was compiled. A large part of 
his lands, which seem either to have escheated or to 
have been forfeit to the crown, were granted to 
Richard I Basset, justiciar of Henry I, some time 
after 1122". F. M. Stenton, V.C.H.for Leicestershire, 
i, p. 293: "The fief of Robert de Buci is of interest 
for its subsequent history, for in the reign of Henry I 
it passed by forfeiture or escheat into the king's hand 
and was granted out again by him to his minister 
Richard Basset, a member of one of the families 
which Henry 'raised from the dust' at the expense 
of the nobility of the Conquest". 

35 Stenton, First Century, p. 85 and n. 2: Regesta ii, 
no. 1389. 
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temp. Henry I, it was granted out to Richard Basset directly, i.e., not through any Ridel, except 
for the fact that Matilda's mother Geva Ridel was possessed of the barony as of her own right 
after its escheat, 36 and the Sloane Roll version of the Leicestershire Survey speaks of Richard 
Basset's holdings in Weldon as "de feodo Mathildis Ridel". It seems clear therefore that when 
Henry I gave Richard Basset Matilda Ridel in marriage in 1123 and the custody of her dead father's 
lands, Matilda also brought to her husband her mother's barony of Weldon, for him to hold 
iure uxoris. Exactly when Geva was ever granted Weldon by Henry I remains unclear, but the 
passage of Weldon from Geva to Matilda and Richard seems certain. 

It is impossible to say what the 96 hides of W eldon were worth in ea. 1130, but the Domesday 
evaluation of only £36 must certainly have been increased considerably by 1130. In 1130 Richard 
rendered account of £40 for custody of the land of his dead father-in..:.law, Geoffrey Ridel 1,37 

but this payment could not have concerned W eldon, which Richard held not in wardship but as 
its lord. In order to form a general idea of how important a baron Richard was, it is necessary 
to estimate the monetary value of not just W eldon itself, but of the entire barony which both 
Richard and his son and heir Geoffrey Ridel II owed the king fifteen knights for. It would not 
be possible to call Richard and Geoffrey's an "important" barony on Professor Painter's scale 
unless it were valued annually at at least £100-150. Knight service owed on fifteen fees in Weldon 
and elsewhere must have required a barony worth at least £100-150 per annum to support it. In 
fact a barony containin_g 184 carucates (or 176 hides) was probably worth by the mid-twelfth 
century nearly £200. In short, Richard and Geoffrey were "important" barons on Painter's scale, 
but grade three, important barons whose estates were nevertheless too scattered to give them a 
dominant position in any one shire. 

Geoffrey Ridel II is the first Basset layman in England in whose name as grantor were 
executed loose private charters which still survive. The three charters in question (B.M. charters 
Harley 55 d.8, Lansdowne 691 and Wolley i.42) are especially interesting for the history of the 
first century of English feudalism because they do not involve ecclesiastical property and issues 
at all, but are concerned solely with private feudal arrangements made between lay feudatories. 
As such they were probably never copied into cartularies. The older historians of Northampton
shire apparently did not know of their existence. 38 They exhibit some of the fascinating character
istics typical of mid-twelfth century private charters, characteristics which even before 1200 began 
to change as the development of common form forced all private charters, whether issued by 
earls and greater barons or by the humblest of free peasants, into a commonplace style which was 
no longer imitative of royal writs.39 Mid-twelfth century earls and greater barons, like the king, 
commonly enjoined the observance of their charters with a clause opening with the words Quare 
uolo etfirmiter precipio; Geoffrey Ridel II does so in Wolley eh. i.42. Mid-twelfth century charters 
of earls and greater barons often close with the name of the place at which they were executed, 
in imitation of the dating clause of a royal writ; Lansdowne eh. 691 closes with the phrase "Apud 
Landam", i.e., at Launde, Leics. Mid-twelfth century earls and greater barons did not think it 
essential to warranty their grants; and so there are no clauses of warranty in these three charters. 

It is remarkable how much information is compressed into these charters; for example, 
there is a total of 48 different persons-grantors, grantees, witnesses, and others-mentioned in 
them. Twelve different place-names occur. Professor Stenton in 1920 printed accurate transcripts 
of Lansdowne 691 and Harley 55 d. 8,40 but the transcript of Wolley i.42 printed b:y I. H. Jeayes 
in 1906 contains several inaccuracies and so has been retranscribed, in the appendix to this article. 
Also, Wolley i.42 is by far the best preserved of the three and is written in an excellent book-hand. 

Although Lansdowne 691 was issued at Launde, and Harley 55 d. 8 was issued at North
ampton, both charters are dated by Stenton as ea. 1160, both were written by the same scribe, 

36 Wrottesley, Collections, iii, pp. 187-88. 
37 Pipe Roll 31 Henry I, p. 81. 
ss George Baker, The History and Antiquities of the 

County of Northampton, (London, 1822-30), 2 vols.; 
John Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northamp-

tonshire (Oxford, 1791), 2 vols. 
39 Stenton, Gilbertine Charters, pp. x:xxiii, x:xxiv. 
4° F. M. Stenton, ed., Documents Illustrative of the 

Social and Economic History of the Danelaw (London, 
1920). 
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both are grants by Geoffrey to his brother-in-law John de Stuteville, and the witness lists of 
both charters are very similar-24 persons attest both charters, while only 5 witnesses to each 
charter are unique to that charter. It is therefore quite likely that both charters were issued at 
about the same time in 1160. In Lansdowne 691 Geoffrey Ridel II grants to John de Stuteville, 
in feudo et hereditate, Ketelbiam, Warleiam, Stantonam, Elingham, Scultorp, one carucate in 
Auintona, Torp, and Scheftintonam. These vills were Ab Kettleby, Leics., Wardley, Rutland, 
Husband's Bosworth, Leics., Ellingham and Sculthorpe, Norfolk, Evington, Leics., Thorpe 
Langton, Leiq;., and Skeffington, Leics. All the Leicestershire places were included in the honour 
of Weldon which Geoffrey's father had been the first Basset to hold. In addition, John received 
the service of seven named knights: R. filius Hugonis, R. filius Turchetill', Hugo filius Gaufridi 
de Alvers, Maberia de Glorestona, Willelmus de Flecheneia, R. filius · Iuonis de Kibewrd', and 
Lodevicus de Merdefeld'. Kibewrd was Kibworth Beauchamp, Leics., and Flecheneia was Fleck
ney, Leics., in which vills Geoffrey's father had held as of the honour ofWeldon. Glorestona was 
Glooston, Leics., a vill which Geoffrey's father had held from the earl of Leicester. Merdefeld 
was probably Marefield, Leics., a place wherein Geoffrey's father had also had a holding. In 
Harley 55 d. 8 Geoffrey does not mention any specific places, but makes a general grant to John 
of all the tenements John holds of Geoffrey, this grant being made on the same day that John 
did liege homage to Geoffrey at Northampton. The charter refers to a chirograph which. contains 
the names of John's tenements, but _this document is not extant. Hugh the cellarer and Ernald 
the chaplain who attest both charters are obviously members of Geoffrey's baronial household. 
It is clear that Geoffrey was closely associated with his father's foundation of Launde Priory, 
because Ralph the prior of Launde and "R" the subprior attest both charters, and in fact Ralph 
the prior heads the witness list of each of the three charters. Both charters are attested by Geoffrey's 
brothers Ralph Basset II and I of Drayton, Staffs., d. ea. 1160, and William Basset of Sapcote, 
Leics., d. ea. 1185, as well as by Geoffrey's son and heir for Weldon, Richard Basset II. (Geoffrey's 
brothers also attest Wolley i. 42). The fact that Simon d'Oilly attests both charters is good evidence 
for the continuing association of the Bassets and the d'Oillys. The Richard Engaine and Richard 
filius Vicecomitis who attest both charters appear at the head of Geoffrey's list of his undertenants 
in 1166.41 As would be expected, some Stutevilles witness both charters. 

The phraseology ofWolley eh. i. 42 is somewhat more complicated than that of the above 
two charters, and the_ transaction itself is _interesting for th~ light it throws on contemporary 
feudal practices. In this charter Geoffrey Ridel II grants to hts undertenant Gervase fitz Richard 
the vill of Duckmanton, Derbyshire, to hold of Geoffrey as Gervase's antecessors had held it of 
Geoffrey's. It is possible that this land had descended to Geoffrey from his maternal grandfather 
Geoffrey Ridel I, d. 1120, its putative mesne lord in 1086 ;42 if Duckmanton did so descend, the~ 
it would have been part of the lands of Geoffrey Ridel I which Richard Basset I had held in 
wardship for his brother-in-law Robert Ridel, whose fate is unknown but who never came into 
his inheritance. It is not clear from the charter whether Geoffrey is holding Duckmanton in chief 
or not, but since according to the charter Colston Basset, Notts., a vill which Geoffrey held of 
the honour ofWallingford, is to be combined with Duckmanton for Gervase to hold from Geoffrey 
as one knight's fee, it seems likely that neither place was held by Geoffrey in chief. The charter 
makes clear that Colston is held by Gervase immediately of Geoffrey's "brother", and that both 
Colston and Duckmanton are to be held together of Geoffrey as one fee. This must mean that 
the younger brother was holding Colston of his eldest brother, Geoffrey, if Gervase was holding 
it of both brothers. The younger brother must be Ralph Basset II and I of Drayton, Staffs., 
because ea. 1150 Geoffrey had in fact confirmed Colston to Ralph II, as their paternal grandfather 
and father had granted it to Ralph.43 In 1166 Ralph Basset Ill, son and heir of Ralph II, d. 1160, 
is holding Colston of Geoffrey, but as one fee itself, Duckmanton not being mentioned at all, 
nor any fitz Richard undertenant.44 

The charter goes on to state that Gervase's brother William fitz Richard had preceded 
Gervase at Duckmanton. William, instead of enfeoffing his brother directly, had returned Duck-

41 Red Book of the Exchequer, i, p. 329. 
42 See comments by the Rev. S. P. H. Statnam, 

Journal of Derbyshire Arch. and Nat. Hist.Soc., no. 47 

(1925), pp. 182, 201, 202. 
43 Collections for a History-of Staffordshire, iii, p. 188. 
44 Red Book of the Exchequer, i, p. 331. 
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manton to Geoffrey, his lord, in order for Geoffrey to be able to enfeoff Gervase, which Geoffrey 
had then done. Among the witnesses to this charter, Thomas de Sais and Humphrey Pulcinus 
also attested a charter of ea. 1150 of Ralph Basset Il,45 and Bos attests all three of the charters 

. analysed here. 

These three charters constitute invaluable evidence for the early history of the first two 
Basset barons of Great Weldon. 

At W eldon is the site of the Bassets moated Manor house south of the church adjacent to 
the churchyard. UnfortunatelY., this site was not included in the list of scheduled monuments 
kept by the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments, and in 1967 the County Planning Committee 
gave permission for the erection of a bungalow there. Considerable earth works remain, and 
before World War II some excavations were carried out by the local schoolmaster; masonry and 
pottery were found, confirming the site of the manor. Mrs. Gwen Brown undertook an 
excavation of the site under the auspices of the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments in the summer 
of 1970, and readers will be interested in her comments which appear below. 

"Over the past three months, by kind permission of Mr. S. Fitton, Headmaster of Weldon 
Village School, an investigation has been carried out in the area west of Great Weldon Church 
known as Basset's Close. It has long been thought to be the site of the Basset Manor and this 
excavation was carried out to recover as much of the original building as possible. 

The area consists of a level platform upon which the present bungalow has been built; to 
the north an abrupt bank four feet high separates the platform from the rest of the area which 
slopes gently down to the stream where there are traces of what could have been fish-ponds. On 
the platform, some masonry was uncovered when the bungalow was built and a wall complex was 
found in further excavation. 13th and 14th Century pottery was associated with this building. 
Alterations and re-building had taken place and later the area was filled in as a courtyard. 

The bank north of this building was found to contain substantial walling and it was possible 
to produce a ground plan of this part of the building. Pottery and small finds date this area as 
15th Century. At the east end of this section considerable quantities of slag and cinders were found 
together with the base of a potter's wheel. Tools associated with the pottery intlustry, kiln fabric, 
some with glazing upon it and considerable ash, and a great deal of 12th, 13th Century sherd all 
pointed to the close proximity of kilns and a bloomery; this was probably the area of the potter's 
workshop. (Bloomery=furnace ). 

It is hoped to get the greater part of the ground plan of both periods and to find and record 
the kilns." 

W. T. REEDY. 

APPENDIX 

G ( aufridus) Ridel omnibus hominibus suis clericis et laicis francis et anglis salutem. 
Sciatis me reddidisse Geruasio filio Ricardi hereditatem suam videlicet Duchemanetun' sibi et 
heredibus suis ad tenendum de me et de heredibus meis liberam et quietam per seruitium unius 
militis pro Duchemanetuna et pro terra de Colestun' quam de fratre meo tenet. Quia recognitum 
fuit in curia mea quod W(illelmus) frater eius filius Ricardi fratrem suam G( ervasium) in sua 
libera potestate inde hereditauit et mihi eandem Duchemanetun' reddidit et omnino de se et 
suis quietam dimisit ut istum G(ervasium) inde hereditarem. Quapropter ei eandem terram 
reddidi et hominagium suum inde accepi. Quare uolo et firmiter precipio ut libere et quiete et 
honorifice teneat sicut antecessores46 sui melius et liberius de antecessoribus meis tenuerunt. 
T(estibus) Radulfo Priore de Landa, Radulfo Basset, et W(illelmo) Basset, Thoma de Sais, 
Bosone, G. de Suttun', Helia clerico, Unfrido Pulcino, Roberto de Weled', W. de Colestun', 
W. filio Hugonis, Roberto filio Lewine et aliis multis. [ea. 1155-60]. 

45 Collections for a History of Staffs., vol. 1939, 
pp. 182-3. 

40 Antecessores is corrected from antecessoribus, 
the ending of the latter not being completely ex
punged. 
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THE MEDIEVAL FISHPONDS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

"And many a breem and many a luce in stuwe." 
Chaucer, Prologue 1.350 

THE recent decision of the Rothwell Urban District Council to reverse their policy of filling in 
and destroying the medieval fishponds a few hundred yards to the south of the church aroused 
public interest in a little known aspect of medieval life. An attempt will be made here to review 
the place of fish and fishponds in the medieval economy of Northamptonshire. Very little study 
has been done on the subject of fishponds. Allcroft, as long ago as 1908, produced a short account 
of them1 and recently several air photographs have been published.2 In 1966, B. K. Roberts 
produced an interesting study on a group in the Forest of Arden at Tamworth and he pointed 
out that not only were they very thick on the ground in his area but they were clearly not a 
seignorial monopoly and represented an investment of capital which had a prospect of yielding 
substantial returns.3 

The interest of medieval people in eating fish was partly a matter of supplementing a 
salt meat diet, as was pointed out by Dr. Williams-Freeman.4 "A diet of salted meat with only 
watercress, pot herbs and a little cabbage for fresh vegetables produced as might be expected 
much illness ... scurvy and leprosy-loose terms of course, including nearly all skin diseases
were the scourge of all classes and fresh fish was as great a necessity for a rich man's house as 
was the deer which he enclosed in his park." It was also, however, considered virtuous to eat 
fish in preference to meat. At Winchester the first Norman prior, Simeon, found the brethren 
eating meat and weaned them from it by exquisitely prepared dishes of fish ( exquisita piscium 
parari cibaria et dari eis).5 Fish was required for Lent and for meals on Friday. Monastic fish
ponds are a well-known adjunct to many monasteries. It seems, however, that they were equally 
found attached to great lay houses, small manorial establishments and villages, and Northampton
shire can furnish examples of each. The most abundant source of information for their construc
tion maintenance and function is not surprisingly to be found in the royal records, particularly 
the Close and Liberate rolls of the thirteenth century. Naturally, most of this evidence refers to 
establishments belonging to the crown and there were a number of royal houses in the county 
which had fishponds attached to them. 6 Some of the most impressive surviving earth works, 
however, are of baronial or manorial origin and here documentary evidence is not so readily 
available. 

There is a wide variety of pond forms. 

A valley might be selected with a moderate slope to the sides and a fairly flat bottom 
with ideally a slight narrowing where the dam was placed. The stream would have to be a slight 
one to avoid the danger of flooding and at times it was diverted around the pond by means of a 
trench cut deeply in the valley's side, a technique which can be detected by the characteristic 
dog leg in the stream course. This has happened at Pipewell, Yardley Hastings and Kingscliffe. 
A second method was by excavating a shallow rectangular basin and lining it with banks, two 

1 H. Allcroft, Earthworks of England, London, 
1908. 

2 M. W. Beresford and J. K. S. St. Joseph, 
Medieval England. An Aerial Survey, 1958. 

8 The Amateur Historian, Vol. 7, No. 4, 1966, pp. 
119-126. 

4 Dr. Williams-Freeman, Field Archaeology of 
Hampshire, 1915, pp. 224-5. 

5 Dom David Knowles, The Monastic Order in 
England, 1963, p. 459. 

6 The History of the King's Works, ed. H. M. Colvin 
London, 1963, Chapter XIV. 



300 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 



THE MEDIEVAL FISHPONDS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 301 

parallel with the stream and two across it. Good examples are at Silvers tone, W elford, and 
Maidwell. They often occur in pairs, as at Rothwell, where the embankments enclose two 
roughly rectangular ponds on a slight slope. More frequently the pairs are created by three 
parallel dams across a narrow steep-sided valley, as at Stoke Albany, Wilbarston and Brampton 
Ash. They may occur in sets, a main pond having subsidiary ponds for breeding linked with it. 
Two exceptionally fine sets are at Harrington and Braybrooke, and there is a set of three at Pilton. 
A feature which occurs in a number is a small rectangular island situated in one of the main 
pools, as at Stoke Albany, Welford and Braybrooke. The dams were revetted with stone and 
this stonework could be quite monumental in character, as at Pipewell, or simply consist of 
coursed rubble. There were sluices (now represented by breaches in the dams) to cope with the 
swelling of the stream. 

Of the original construction of the ponds we know little beyond that in a number of cases 
the works were already in existence in the twelfth century. The sheriff of Northampton and 
William Fitzwilliam account for expenditures of 4ls 8d and 65s respectively on work connected 
with the fishpond at Brigstock in the first extant pipe roll,7 The desire to build fishponds some
times brought out a certain ruthlessness in their makers. "There is another strain of evil doing 
which, God willing, the Abbot will work out with tears of penitence, that one transgression 
should not blacken out such a multitude of good deeds. He raised the level of the fishpond at 
Babwell by the new mill to such a height that owing to the holding up of the waters there is no 
man, rich or poor, having lands by the waterside from the Towngate to the Eastgate but has 
lost his garden and orchards. The cellarer's pasture on the other side of the bank is destroyed, 
the arable land of neighbours is spoilt. The cellarer's meadow is ruined, the infirmarer's orchard 
is drowned owing to the overflow of water and all the neighbours complain of it. Once the cellarer 
spoke to him in full chapter concerning the greatness of the loss but the abbot at once angrily 
replied that he was not going to lose his fishpond for the sake of our meadow."8 The King 
(Richard I in this case) was sometimes more considerate when his building of fishponds inter
fered with men's rights, and he compensated the priory of Luffield in exchange for a meadow 
which had been included in his fishpond at Silverstone.9 

There is much evidence for vigorous expenditure on fishponds in Henry II's reign in 
other parts of the country-at Cannock (Staffs), where in 1162-3 £8 was spent on the stew ponds 
attached to the hunting lodge,10 and Clipstone (Notts), where in 1176-80 over £500 was spent on 
works, including the building of a chamber, a chapel, the construction of a fishpond and the 
formation of a deer park.U A new vivary or fishpond was made at Feckenham (Worcs) in 1168-9 
and its repair cost over £40 in 1203-4.12 They necessitated frequent maintenance and repairs 
and from references to these we can build up a picture of what was involved in the construction 
of the ponds. Considerable quantities of timber were used. Alan de Zouch, the forest justiciar 
this side of Trent, was ordered to repair the King's ponds at Kingscliffe and had to hand over 
six oaks (sex quercus ad stagna regis de Clive inde reparanda).13 Hugh de Goldingham, forest 
seneschal of Whittlewood, was ordered to hand over to the Sheriff of Northampton ten oaks 
for the works of the king's fishpond at Selveston14 (sic). On other occasions simply timber 
(justa or maeremium) is commandeered for the repair works. The forester at Kingscliffe is ordered 
to provide timber causing as little damage as possible for Robert Basset, the Sheriff of Northamp
ton to repair the king's fishponds of Brigstock and Kingscliffe.15 As well as repairs, they 
needed to be cleared out and Master Henry de Lacy and his bailiffs have to drain, clean out the 
ponds at Brigstock and to cause the breach in the dam of the pond to be repaired without delay.16 

There were bays of the ponds mentioned and sluices. William of St. Adoneo, bailiff ofWoodstock, 

7 Pipe Roll, 31 Henry I, p. 88. 
8 The Chronicle of Brakelond, concerning the acts 

of Abbot Samson of the monastery of St. Edmund, 
trans. by H. E. Butler, 1951, p. 131. 

9 Luffield Priory Charters, Northamptonshire 
Record Society, Vol. XXII, p. 89. 

10 Pipe Roll 9, Henry II, p. 27. 

11 The King's Works, op. cit., p. 918, Plan, p. 920. 
12 Pipe Roll, 15 Henry II, p. 137. 

Pipe Roll, 6 John, p. 89. 
13 Cal. Close Rolls, 47 Henry III, p. 224. 
14 Cal. Close Rolls, 36 Henry III, p. 20. 
16 Cal. Close Rolls, 35 Henry III, p. 380. 
16 Cal. Close Rolls, 47 Henry III, p. 215-216. 
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was asked to repair the bays of both the fish stews and the dam ( calcicium) of the lower stew by 
the sluice (closarium). 17 Similarly, John de Neville was ordered to provide timber for the sheriff 
of Northampton to make a bay of the royal fishpond of Brigstock (ad baiam vivarii regis de 
Brikestock faciendam). 18 Walls were sometimes ordered to enclose the ponds, as at Kingscliffe, 
where the sheriff of Northampton was directed "to make a wall from the corner of the hall to 
the new kitchen and thence to the brook so as to enclose the stew which is before the chapel ... 
to clean out the stew".19 At times the banks were strengthened, as when the bailiff of Kenington 
was ordered to make an abattis (haiam bate(ciam)) at the causeway of the head of the pond ofthe 
King's stew in the park there; to buy a large quantity of osiers (maximam partem osearum) and 
plant them at the head of the stew and the like of willows and to plant the ditch outside the park 
therewith. 20 

Once the pond was built, how was it stocked and what with ? We find frequent references 
to the practice of transporting live breeding fish from pond to pond, as when the bailiff of Wood
stock is asked to buy 1,000 pike wherever he can find them to stock the king's stew at Woodstock21 

and also it was customary to make gifts of breeding stock. Peter de Rievaulx, for instance is 
ordered to hand over to William de Aubigny ten small pike and ten small bream (x parvos lucios 
et x parvos bremias matrices) in the fishpond of Rowell to stock his fishpond at Stoke by the gift 
of the king. 22 

Similar gifts are recorded at Brigstock, when 40 bream (bremias vivas) were given away 
to Roger de Clifford23 and at Kingscliffe when six bream were handed over to Imberto de 
Munferaunt.24 An indication of how they were carried comes from the order of Henry Ill to 
the bailiffs of Marlborough to carry 50 live bream from Marlborough to the king's park at 
Windsor to stock his stew25 and "in purchase of two tuns with canvas and nails to line them in 
repairing them to carry the bream and in placing the bream in the stew". 26 

The methods of catching the fish varied with the pressure of the demand. We know that 
at times it was a co-operative effort. The abbot of Fountains had a fishery in "Codric" and no 
one might fish in his lake without his license and when he wished to fish himself he caused a 
horn to be blown so that his neighbours might come and help; for their help the fishers had half 
the fish taken, but if any big pike of 4 or 5 feet fell to their nets the abbot might buy it from 
them for 6d. 27 -

Illustrations from medieval manuscripts and wall paintings sometimes suggest catching 
techniques. There is, for instance, a bottle-shaped wicker work eel trap in the drawing of the 
mill race in the Luttrell Psalter (folio 181). A fisherman with rod and line sits on the bank in the 
picture of St. Christopher Shorewell Church, Isle of Wight. 28 Further illustrations of apes or 
men fishing with rods and lines are noted by Randall.29In one the ape, fishing with a bowl behind 
him from which a fox is stealing the catch, has a rod with several hooks on it and some fish have 
already swallowed the bait. 30 Good illustrations of nets in use are in the Queen Mary Psalter, 
where three men in a boat are using a long rectangular net with floats on it. 31 • 

When large orders were required, nets were obviously used. The Sheriff of Oxford was 
ordered to search out nets in the town of Oxford with which William, the king's fisherman (whom 
he was sending to Silverston), might fish in the King's stew there and to carry them to Silverston.32 

17 Calendar Liberate Rolls, 33 Henry Ill, p. 245. 
18 Cal. Close Rolls, 19 Henry III, p. 138. 
19 Cal. Lib. Rolls, 33 Henry Ill, p. 248. 
2° Cal. Lib. Rolls, 31 Henry Ill, p. 108. 
21 Cal. Lib. Rolls, 25 Henry III, p. 34. 
22 Cal. Close Rolls, Henry Ill, 1231-1234, pp. 187, 

209. 
23 Cal. Close Rolls, 53 Henry Ill, p. 26. 
24 Cal. Close Rolls, 53 Henry Ill, p. 20. 
25 Stewe, "A Fish Pond" (Middle English Dictionary, 

F. M. Stratmann). 
26 Cal. Lib. Rolls, 29 Henry III, p. 281. 

27 Quoted by Salzman, L. F. English Industries of 
the Middle Ages (1923), p. 267. 

28 Journal of British Archaeological Society. iii, 85. 
29 Lilian M. C. Randall, Images in the margins of 

Gothic Manuscripts (California, 1966), figs. 44, 45, 46, 
47, 57, 438. 

so Randall, op. cit., fig. 47. 
31 Queen Mary Psalter, introd. by Sir George 

Wemer (1912), Plate 126. 
s2 Cal. Liberate Rolls, 30 Henry Ill, p. 82-3. For 

an illustration of nets see B.M.Ms. Roy 2B VII, 
Queen Mary's Psalter. 
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Five years earlier we hear of another or 
possibly the same William, the King's 
fisherman, who is being sent to Silver
ston; help is requested for him from the 
bailiffs of Silvers ton and he is to send the 
fish that he shall catch to the King with
out delay. 33 Although nets were used 
often, another and cruder method was 
to set up traps, bottle-shaped traps of 
wicker work and stake nets were set up. 
The sheriff of Northampton was to 
have enough timber for making stake 
nets (ad hay as stagni regis) for the royal 
fishponds at Silverston as was necessary 
for the royal works at Kings cliff e. 34 

Once caught, there was the prob
lem of transporting the fish so that they 
arrived in an edible condition for the 
table. The problem of preservation was 
solved in a number of ways. Sometimes 
the fish were carried live to their desti
nation, presumably in barrels. 

William, the King's fisherman, 
for instance, was sent to Brigstock to 
catch 20 pike in preparation for the feast 
of Saint Edward and to carry them live 
to Westminster and hand them over to 
"Custodibus lardarii regis". 35 Another 
methpd was to put them in "paste" or 
bread. William was sent to Kingscliffe 
to catch 12 pike and 60 bream and to 
salt the pike (lucios illos saliri) and to 
put the bream in bread ( bremas illas in 
pane poni) to be delivered to the King' 
kitcheners.36 The effect of the latter must 
have been similar to frying the fish in 
batter-a technique developed first in 
the beginning of the nineteenth century 

fit11utttt fft COl~ ttott rotnottrbr . ' 
run~ 'tcutt tttUttuuS?Juos·--, 
. ( ( 

BqY OR APE FISHING 

Bodleian Library, M.S. Douce 118 f. 128v. (Psalter, France, 
late 13th Century). 

MEN FISHING WITH A NET. 

British Museum Ray. 2.B.VII f. 

when London fishmongers were faced with a glut of fish and needed to be able to keep the fish 
for some days to find a sale. Bream from Stafford were sent in this way to London37 and bream 
from Taunton were sent to Woodstock38 We hear of salmon being put in pies. The sheriff of 
Gloucester was asked to buy 60 salmon for the king's use and salt them: to make 150 pies of the 
best of them: to buy and salt 100 shad; to buy as many lampreys as possible and to send the 
whole to Westminster the Sunday before Christmas. 39 The third method, that of salting the catch, 
was probably the most usual and accounted no doubt for the fifteenth century schoolboy's lament: 
"Thou wyll not beleve how wery I am off fyshe and how moch I desir that flesh were cum in 
ageyn for I have ate non other but salt fysh this Lent and it hath engendyrde so moch flewme 
within me that it stoppeth my pyps that I can unneth speke nother brethe". 40 The sheriff of Stafford 

33 Cal. Liberate Rolls, 25 Henry Ill, p. 31. 
34 Cal. Close Rolls, 36 Henry Ill, p. 40. 
35 Cal. Close Rolls, 42 Henry Ill, p. 283. 
36 Cal. Close Rolls, 40 Henry Ill, pp. 444-445. 
37 Cal. Liberate Rolls, 33 Henry HI, p. 223. 

38 Cal. Liberate Rolls, 25 Henry Ill, p. 31. 
39 Cal. Liberate Rolls, 25 Henry Ill, p. 12. 
40 Nelson William ed. A Fifteenth Century School

book, Oxford, 1956, par. 30. 
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FISH SERVED AT A BANQUET. 

British Museum Roy. 20.A.V. f. 80. 

FRAGMENTS OF FISH DISHES FROM THE 
13th-14th CENTURY POTTERY AND 
DESERTED MEDIEVAL VILLAGE OF 
LYVEDEN. 

These fiat bottomed boat shaped dishes 
were shaped to take the fish. 

Photograph by H . Atkinson, F.R.P.S. 

• 

was ordered to take 30 pike and 100 tench from the King's stew at Stafford and to clean and salt 
them and carry the whole to Westminster.41 A further method seems to have been something 
akin to dehydration because "powdered" salmon are mentioned when the sheriffs of London were 
ordered to buy in their town 100 cutlets (Karnellos) of the best whale meat, 25 pieces of sturgeon, 
2 porpoises, 12 powdered salmon, 4 salmon in paste and 4 gallons of good oil and send the whole 
with speed to the king at Winchester. 42 

I have dwelt on the place of the fishpond in medieval life; it could also, however, hasten 
death. Thomas de Cherletan "commisit feloniam de se ipso submergendo se in viravio suo in 
Hasele". 43 

The only extensive archaeological investigation of a medieval fishpond site known to me is 
that carried out at Washford near Redditch by Mrs. Margaret Gray in 1968 for the "Worcester
shire New Towns Archaeological Committee" with assistance from the University of Birmingham 
School of History. The fishponds were owned by the Knights Templars in the 13th century. 
The natural bend in the stream formed two sides of the fishpond area and the water was channelled 
in from the N.W. and out again into the stream at the S.E. A bank built along the side of the 
stream prevented flooding. There were three major ponds and several fish breeding tanks. The 
ponds were very shallow, never deeper than lm in the centre and sometimes only 75cm. There 
was evidence for a small building with daub walls within which was a small furnace, possibly 
used for smoking or drying of fish before transporting. At the bottom of a small (3m x 2m) breeding 
tank whose depth was 1.25m there was found a wooden circular shallow "sieve" with a woven 

41 Cal. Liberate Rolls, 33 Henry Ill, p. 223. 
42 Cal. Liberate Rolls, 30 Henry Ill, p. 28. 

43 Cal. Close Rolls, 47 Henry Ill, p . 237. 



SILVERSTONE. 

The stream flows from right to left. The main dam, 170 
paces long, spans the narrow valley and created a pond of 
immense size. 

Photograph by Dr. J. K. St. Joseph 
of Cambridge University. 

HARRINGTON. 

The smaller of the two ponds. The overflow channel lies 
on the far side. 

BRAYBROOKE. 

The "castle" is in the centre where the farm now is. The 
breeding tanks are to the right and in the middle distance. 
The earthworks in the far right suggest that the village may 
have shrunk since the Middle Ages. 

Photograph by Dr. J. K. St. Joseph 
of Cambridge University. 

MAID WELL. 

Inside the pond. Ahead is the breached dam. 
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rush base. This would probably have held small fish to transfer them to the larger ponds or for 
catching them to send away to other ponds. 

Some examples of Northamptonshire fishponds. 

Brampton Ash SP793875 
This set of fishponds has been cut through by the A427 Cor by-Market Harborough road 

but originally it seems to have consisted of a narrow valley which has been embanked in two 
places, forming a quadrilateral main pond in which water lies during the winter time-a minor 
rectangular depression in the broad bank separating the two main ponds may be a breeding tank. 
The upper pond is divided in half by the main road which is causewayed across it. The stream 
which supplies the water comes in from the North East via a small pond and is culverted now 
for most of its course in the vicinity of the earth works but appears in the hedgerow below the set. 

Braybrooke SP846768 
The Castle44 which Camden says was built in the reign of King John and which Bridges 

points out was first expressly mentioned in the reign of Edward I when "Thomas son and 
successor to John de La timer obtained license from the crown to embattle his manor house of 
Braybroke"45 was surrounded by extensive earthworks which make little military sense but which 
are much more likely to be fishponds. The very large lake does not give protection to the rect
angular platform on which the supposed castle would stand but would make an admirable fish 
pond and the small islands which the Victoria County History describe as "peculiar and as may 
be seen by the sections their summits are lower than the height of the ramparts protecting them 
on the south"46 are)ikely to be breeding tanks. 

Brigstock Site unknown. 
There was a royal hunting lodge here throughout the Norman and Angevin periods and 

attached to it a fishpond which involved expenditures of 41s 8d and 65s in repairs, 1129-30.47 
Further repairs were ordered in Henry Ill's reign.48 Both pike and bream were apparently kept 
in it. William the king's fisherman was twice sent to take 20 pike from the royal fishpond at 
Brigstock-on the second occasion they wen~ to be carried live to Westminster in preparation 
for the feast of St. Edward. 49 Roger de Clifford was given 40 live bream from Brigstock to stock 
his own fishpond. 50 The ponds were surveyed soon after the succession of Edward I and found 
to be in good order though in need of some minor repairs. There seem to be no traces left of 
either the pond or the lodge. The field names fail to afford a clue. 

Harrington SP772804 
"One of the most extensive groups of ornamental earthworks in the Midlands."51 It is 

uncertain whether the ponds are connected with the Knights Hospitallers who possessed the 
manor from 1228 until the Dissolution or with the Earls of Dysert who erected a house here. 
There was evidently a preceptory with a chapel of the knights' hospitallers here. 52 The main 
fishpond is trapezoidal in shape and is supplied with water from two channels coming in from 
the east; a further supply of water comes from the stream to the south, which is now mainly 
culverted. A relief channel for surplus water runs outside the eastern banks of the upper and 
lower ponds, the upper chamber, rectangular in shape, is much smaller and may well have been 

44 Thanks are due to Mr. Hakewill and Mr. Clive 
Underwood of Braybrooke for help and permission 
to survey the Castle. 

45 Bridges, op. cit., vol. ii, p. II. 
46 Victoria County History of Northamptonshire, 

vol. ii, pp. 414-5. 
47 Pipe Roll, 31 Henry I, p. 88. 
48 Cal. Close Rolls, 47 Henry III, pp. 215-216. 

Cal. Lib. Rolls, 30 Henry III, p. 79. 
49 Cal. Close Rolls, 40 Henry III, pp. 444-5. 

Cal. Close Rolls, 42 Henry III, p. 283. 
5° Cal. Close Rolls, 53 Henry III, p. 26. 
51 M. W. Beresford and J. K. S. St. Joseph, 

Medieval England. An Aerial Survey, 1958, p. 69. 
Thanks are due to Miss Jean Holt and Mr. Henry 
Warner for help and permission to survey the fish 
ponds. 

52 Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northampton
shire, vol. ii, p. 32-3. 

Cal. Close Rolls, 12 Henry III, p. 56. 
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used for breeding. A further supply channel approaches the smaller pond from the east. To the 
south-east are more earthworks, terraces and a sunken garden or lawn at the lowest level. These 
are likely to be Elizabethan in date. 

Kingscliffe TL003971 
In the village was the site of one of the King's houses in Northamptonshire and the 

fishponds attached to it were already in existence in Norman times. 53 Bridges points out that 
"Westward of the old house is a small meadow called the fish pools and a raised ground, supposed 
to have been the head of them. One of them still remaining named the Piskies (Piscinae) is part 
of the glebe. The sluices were standing not many years ago". 54 The main dam is 105 paces long 
and at its broadest in the middle is 12 paces wide. It is 12ft high and in general compared with 
the dam at Silverstone for scale. There are considerable remains of limestone revetting on the 
western side of the bank where the ponds were: to the east are depressions which may be old 
stone pits unconnected with the ponds. The site is now overgrown with trees and it is difficult to 
photograph effectively. 

References in the pipe rolls of Henry II are merely repairs to an existing house and 
fishponds. £44 Ss 4d were spent on repairing the house and heightening the fishponds. They 
required attention again in 1216 wh~n the constable of Rockingham Castle was commanded to 
distrain upon the tenants of Clyff view for their part towards assisting the tenants of the manor 
in the repairs of them. 55 Repairs were ordered in Henry Ill's reign involving six oaks and four 
oaks and other timber. 56 Mention has been made already of the walling around and cleansing of 
the stew .57 Gifts of bream from the ponds here and the visits of the King's fisherman who took 
12 pike and 60 bream on one occasion and 16 pike and 20 bream on another show that the ponds 
were well used. 58 Bridges notes that "upon a view of the state of the manor in the first of Edw. I 
the fish pools were reported to be well stocked with fish, but that the head of the bay would 
require xxi to put it in proper order and the king was to supply the materials for that purpose 
from his own wood". 59 

Maidwell SP747767 
This fine rectangular fishpond situated to the south of the village is very similar in size 

and situation to the one at Welford and is fed by the stream which rises half a mile north of the 
village. It flows now along the outside of the bank, 270ft long, which encloses the pond on the 
east: the pond narrows slightly to the south from 188ft to 158ft. The 30ft wide dam is breached 
and is 7ft high- .There are three slight mounds in the middle of the pond which is now dry but 
apparently water lies in it during the winter. 

Pilton TL024844 
This set of three ponds, stepped on the hillside a few hundred yards to the south of the 

church and manor, are an interesting variant on the usual design. The top one, still full of water, 
is a rectangle some 62 X 110ft and is separated from the next by a bank 15ft thick which has a 
good deal of small limestone rubble in its build, containing sherds of shelly medieval pottery. 
The second pond is almost square, 60 X 55 ft, and is now full of weeds: a bank 25 ft thick separates 
it from the third, 40 X 75ft, which is now overshadowed with trees and its bank riddled with 
rabbit holes. Each of the three ponds has a bank to the south, but is cut into the sloping hill on 
the north. Further sherds of medieval shelly pottery were picked up in the rubble below the 
retaining bank by the easternmost pond. An overflow stream flows down a channel to the south 
of this bank. 

53 R. Alien Brown, H. M. Colvin, A. J. Taylor, The 
History of the King's Works, vol. II, p. 969. 

54 J. Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northamp
tonshire (1791), vol. ii, p. 429. 

55 Bridges, op. cit., p. 429. 

56 Cal. Close Rolls, 35 Henry III, p. 379; 35 Henry 
III, p. 380; 47 Henry III, p. 224; 51 Henry III, p.330. 

57 See footnote 16. 
58 Cal. Close Rolls, 53 Henry III, p . 20; 40 Henry 

III, p. 444-5; 42 Henry III, p. 283. 
59 Bridges, op. cit., vol. ii, p. 429. 
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Ralph de Camois, who died in the fifth year of Edward I, seized of the manor of Pilketone 
left "in demesne five virgates, each virgate containing twenty four acres, an assart of twenty four 
acres, six virgates in villeinage, a free fishery". This, however, could refer to the Nene fishery 
and probably did. 60 

Rothwell SP817810 
These two fine rectangular banked ponds, 200 yards south of the church, were threatened 

with destruction in the winter of 1969-70 but after one had been filled with soil and debris from 
road workings the urban district council realised their historical interest and ordered the preser
vation of the remaining one and gave assurance that the more easterly of the two would be marked 
out. The ponds in the early thirteenth century formed part of the inheritance of the Clare family, 
earls of Gloucester, and the lands fell under the guardianship of Hubert de Burgh during a 
minority.61 Stock was twice taken from the ponds at Rothwell during the wardship. Ten small 
pike and 10 small breeding bream were given to William d' Aubigny on one occasion, as has 
been mentioned. Bald win de V er was also granted 10 bream by the gift of the king from the 
fishpond at Rothwell. 62 

Silverstone SP668443 
There are two fishpond sites here: the first, SP668443, a small rectangular em banked 

pond is immediately to the north of the churchyard. The feeder stream approaches from the 
village and flows in a north-westerly direction. The main bank is 12 feet high and is 40 paces 
long with a central sluice. The pond is 110 paces long with the sides cut back into a slightly 
sloping hill. It has a central mound like the one at Stoke Albany. Water still lies in the bottom, 
especially at the northern end. 

The second, SP678447, is much more substantial, the dam here is perhaps the most 
impressive in Northamptonshire, being 170 paces long from east to west, 26 paces broad at the 
foot and 12-15 feet high. It spans a narrow valley and the pond so created was of immense size. 
The stream feeding it has two tributaries, one coming from the village and the other rising a 
mile away near Blackmires Farm. The dam has traces of limestone revetting in the sluice gap 
and medieval pottery of the sandy Potterspury type was found lying at the foot of it. 

Bridges thought that the site of the King's house was in the neighbouring parish of 
Syresham63 but the presence of the fishponds suggests otherwise. Richard I was evidently 
encroaching on monastic land here when he granted to the Priory of Luffield renders of 30s 
from land belonging to Norton in exchange for the mez.dow of the priory "quem inclusimus in 
vivaria nostro de Selverstune". 64 Extensive building operations and repairs are mentioned in the 
reigns of John65 and Henry Ill. Ten oaks were used on the works "ad operaciones stagni vivarii 
regis de Seleveston" and later in the reign two oaks were released "ad reparaccionem baii vivarii 
de Sulveston (sic)". 66 Stake nets were apparently employed as one means of catching fish here 
and William, the King's fisherman, was sent here to supervise the taking of the !Jsh.67 

Stoke Albany SP808878 
The pair of ponds here is likely to have belonged to the manor house which stands above 

them a little to the west. William d' Aubigny is recorded as possessing the manor in the reigns 
of John and Henry Ill. He obtained grants "of enclosing his park in Estokes named the Lund 
with all the privileges belonging to it and the privilege of hunting foxes and hares in Rockingham 
forest". 68 It has already been mentioned that he was supplied with 10 small pike and 10 small 

60 J. Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northamp
tonshire, vol. ii, p. 374. 

61 Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northampton
shire, vol. ii, p . 57. 

62 Close Rolls, Henry III, 1231-1234, pp. 187, 209. 
63 J. Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northamp

tonshire, 1791, vol. i, pp. 243-4. 
64 Luffield Priory Charters, Northamptonshire 

Record Society, Vol. XXII, p. 89. 
65 Piperoll, 13 John, p. 84. 
66 Close Rolls, 36 Henry Ill, p. 20. 

Close Rolls, 50 Henry Ill> p. 190. 
Close Rolls, 36 Henry Ill, p. 40. 

6 7 See footnotes 32, 33 . 
68 J. Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northamp

tonshire, 1791, vol. ii, p. 339. 
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bream to be installed in his fishpond at Stoke. 69 The ponds have two dams which enclose a 
narrow valley. The more southerly is 70 paces long and there is an overflow channel to the east. 
The stream, a tributary of the Welland, flows through the central breach. The main pond, 
enclosed on the north by a bank parallel to the other, has a rectangular mound 20 X 32 paces 
with a channel flowing round it. The northerly bank has slightly diverted the stream to the west. 

Welford SP640808 
This fine rectangular pond, quarter of a mile north-west of the village, is in a field deeply 

scored with earthworks which seem to be the remains of house platforms and sunken ways, 
probably the site of the former extent of the village, of which the present buildings are the 
shrunken remains. A stream rising about a mile to the south-west now runs along the north 
edge but the original arrangement was that it flowed into the pond at the south-east corner 
through a feeder channel 160ft long, embanked on both sides; an overflow ran along the south
eastern side. The size of the pond is 340ft X 180ft and it is half full of reeds, half full of water. 
There is a rectangular island in the middle. The dam which encloses the valley is particularly 
massive and measures 48 ft across. 

Wilbarston SP811882 
The design of these ponds is .very similar to the pair at Stoke Albany and this may be 

connected with the fact that William d' Aubigny held both places in the reigns of King John 

69 See footnote 22. 

SPORTING ACTIVITIES WHICH INCLUDE FISHING WITH ROD 
AND LINE AND NET. 

British Museum Harl. 34 69 f. 29. 
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and Henry Ill. 70 A narrow valley with a stream which forms a tributary of the Welland and 
runs south-north has been dammed in two places. The south bank is 44 paces long and the south 
pond is cut across by the Market Harborough-Corby road. The north pond which is an irregular 
parallelogram about 60 X 40 paces, is bordered by a dam to the north which has traces of lime
stone rubble revetting in the centre where there is a breach or sluice. There are traces of further 
embanked channels to the north but woodland obscures the original form a good deal. The 
stream now flows to the east of the site and cuts into the bank on the side near the church, a 
quarter of a mile away. 

Yardley Hastings SP873583 
Site has been measured and drawn by A. E. Brown, consists of a dam 210 paces long, 

built at right angles to the stream which it has diverted in the form of a dog leg. There are traces 
of flaggy limestone revetting in the central breach or sluice: also where the stream has cut into 
the bank. This has exposed an interesting section of alternating layers of dark brown soil, orange 
soil with some limestone, light brown soil and so on. A secondary series of earthworks below the 
main dam may well be breeding tanks. 

The site is permanent pasture and is in good condition. 

Acknowledgements are due to: the past and present members of Kettering Grammar 
School Local History and Archaeological Society for help in surveying the ponds; the sixth form 
geographers for surveys ofHarrington and Braybrooke; Mr. John Marshall ofKettering Grammar 
School for help in photographs; Mr. Patrick King, County Archivist, for reading the paper and 
making a number of useful suggestions; Mrs. Margaret Grey of Birmingham University for 
discussion on archaeological aspects of fishponds. The MSS were reproduced by courtesy of the 
Trustees of the British Museum and the Bodleian Library, Oxford. 

70 J. Bridges, op. cit., vol. ii, p. 361. 

HARRINGTON FISH PONDS 

Umber trapped dreams 
wrinkle the pool's skins 
where bodies ring cascades 
of squamous sequins. 

but neglected pools shrink 
cattle crush fircone mails 
where finfrond bones unfurl 
on blood fringed scales. 

Now hollowed fields are dry; 
only grass traces 
where fishes used to fly 
in sunken places. 

NINA STEANE 

J. M. STEANE 
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THE KETTERING WORSTED INDUSTRY OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

Part 1 Origins, Products and Organisation of the Industry 

MoRTON, in his "Natural History of Northamptonshire", speaking of Kettering in the early years 
of the eighteenth century (Fig. 1 ), says it "is a Place of Great Trade, and very full of People; 
both of which are chiefly owing to the Woollen Manufacture" .I In contrast, a footnote in the 
Census Return of 1821, shows that, of a total population of 3,668, 1,805 were paupers.2 These 
two dates virtually span the era of the Kettering worsted industry. Neither marks the beginning 
nor the end of the industry, because, it is clear, that it had its roots in the first years after the 
Commonwealth, and its collapse came with the Napoleonic Wars, although it lingered on pain
fully during the first years of the nineteenth century. 

During the industry's relatively short existence, it occupied a very important part in the 
economic life of the region. Nationally, as well, it was of some significance. In the first half of 
the eighteenth century it was sending somewhere in the region of 1,000 pieces of shalloons per 
week to London,3 while in comparison, Defoe4 estimated that Halifax was producing about 
100,000 pieces yearly in the early 1720s. Estimates of the numbers employed are difficult to 
establish owing to the nature of the domestic industry, although Donaldson states that some 
5,000 to 6,000 people were engaged in the industry at the beginning of the French Revolutionary 
Wars. 5 Comparable figures for Norwich were 72,000 and for the West Riding 80,000 in the 
worsted industry in 1770.6 

Thus, while any eighteenth century statistics 7 must be treated with considerable caution, 
they do suggest a not-insignificant industry. At the same time, at least in the early years of the 
Kettering industry, Yorkshire was not a serious rival in worsteds, 8 since it was largely concerned 
with the woollen industry. 

The Kettering worsted industry was essentially a product of the domestic system, at the 
same time, it began ·its life and continued its growth through a period of generally expanding 
trade, and while the factors which lay behind its inception remained valid, it could prosper. Its 
supplies of raw materials were locally available. Cloth, of a type, could be produced as cheaply 
and efficiently as in any other domestic industry. Nearness to the national market and outlet of 
London, in comparison to the other major areas of the north and west country, offset the difficulty 
of inland transport. During the eighteenth century, however, the tide was moving steadily against 
the region, and although progress never quite caught up, because the death-blow was dealt by 
war, it was these changes, which will be considered later_, that ensured that there was no revival 
for the industry after Waterloo. 

In .this paper, which is in two parts, an attempt is made to examine the nature of the 
Kettering worsted industry, the products of its looms and its organisation. Tentative suggestions 
are also put forward to explain the origins and course of the industry. Much has been omitted, 

1 J. Morton, Natural History of Northamptonshire 
(1712), p. 26. 

2 Census of England and Wales, 1821. Enumeration 
Abstract (1822), p. 223. 

3 Anonymous. A Short Essay On Trade in Gen
eral ... (1741), Brit. Mus. 1029 d 4(2), p. 39. 

4 D. Defoe, A Tour Through Britain. Everyman 
Edition (1928), Vol. 2, p. 87. 

6 J. Donaldson, A General View of the Agriculture 

of the County of Northampton (1794), p. 11. 
6 J. Heaton, The History of the Yorkshire Woollen 

and Worsted Industry (1920), Edition 1965, p. 275. 
7 See Appendix (to be included with Part 2). 
8 J. Heaton, op. cit., pp. 264-276. Heaton suggests 

that the worsted industry was revived in Yorkshire, 
notably around Halifax, in the first decades of the 
eighteenth century. Its early growth was slow, but by 
1770 it was rivalling Norfolk. 
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for example, little mention is made of the surrounding towns and villages, where the industry 
was also important. Such a study must follow a close inspection of the available documents, for 
example, the militia lists, for each of these parishes, and it is clear that light will be thrown on 
the question of the regional extent of the industry when V. A. Hatley and B. A. Bailey's book on 
"The Northamptonshire Militia Lists" 9 is published. In the first part of the paper the discussion 
will be devoted to a consideration of the origins, products and organisation of the industry, while 
the second part (to be published in the next issue) will consider the history of the industry. 

THE ORIGINS OF THE INDUSTRY 

The establishment of an important worsted industry in the Kettering region can be 
attributed to one major factor, the presence of a local supply of long-staple wool. Until the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, the Midland Counties had held a reputation as producers of 
fine short-staple wool, which was used in the manufacture of woollen cloths. However, with the 
improvement in pasturage as a result of enclosures, the quality of the sheep improved, and with 
this improvement a lengthening of the wool took place.10 Thus, whereas at the beginning of 
the sixteenth century, the worsted industry was largely confined to the Norwich area, by the 
beginning of the eighteenth century these changes in the type of wool grown brought with them 
an extension in the areas producing worsted cloths, or at least cloths using long-staple wool for 
the warp. 

By the beginning of the eighteenth century, Northamptonshire had earned high praise 
as a county producing long-staple wool, although Morton perhaps overstresses the quality of the 
wool when he says, "in many of the Pastures they have Excellent Wooll, fine, white, and long 
hair' d ... and as there is no County in England a better Race of Sheep than here, if you take 
the whole County throughout, so the Wooll is generally good" .11 Presumably Leicestershire and 
parts of Lincolnshire would have disputed this claim. 

The change from short- to long-staple wool was an encouragement to the establishment 
of a local industry, since the water requirements in the manufacture of worsted were less than 
those needed for woollen cloths. Fulling was not necessary in the manufacture of a true worsted, 
and rarely done when long and short wool were used together. A water supply f.or washing and 
scouring, though, was to hand in the Welland and Nene or their tributaries. Wood, for use by 
the woolcombers, could be obtained locally from Rockingham Forest, and fuller's earth was to 
be found at Woburn in Bedfordshire, 12 although how far this was used in the Kettering industry 
is not known. 

Historically, there were procedents for a woollen industry in. the area, for during the 
fourteenth century cloth was being made at Stamford, 13 and in the fifteenth century weaving was 
being carried on in Northampton. By the close of the sixteenth century, however, the Northamp
ton industry had decayed and although fitful attempts were made to revive it14 in the first half of 
the seventeenth century, these came to nothing. 

The ability to weave was widespread prior to the Industrial Revolution, and was carried 
on in many areas, if only on a very small scale. At the same time, contact with the industry was 
maintained through the wool trade. In the sixteenth century, the Brudenells were dealing in this 
trade and Sir Thomas Brudenell was a Merchant of the Staple.15 Dr. Ramsey, in his book on the 

9 The Northamptonshire Militia Lists, 1777, edited 
byV.A.Hatleyand B.A.Bailey, to be published by the 
Northamptonshire Record Society. In correspondence 
Hatley has kindly shown that in the villages to the 
North and West of Kettering such as Braybrooke, 
Clipston, Great Oxenden, Rothwell, Sibbertoft, 
Cransley, Cottingham and Corby, the industry was 
particularly important, and in all these cases weavers 
accounted for at least one-third of the males in the 
Militia List of 1777. 

10 P . J. Bowden, The Wool Trade in Tudor and 
Stuart England (1962), pp. 25-37. 

11 }. Morton, op. cit ., p. 16. 
12 }. Smith, M emoirs of Wool (1747), Brit. Mus. 959 

c. 19, 20, Vol. II, p. 475. 
13 J. Heaton, op. cit. , p. 16. 
14 }. Hart, Diet of the Diseased (1633), p. 149. 
15 M. E . Finch, The Wealth of Five Northampton

shire Families 15 40-1640, Northamptonshire Record 
Society, Vol. XIX, (1956), p. 139. 
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!sham Accounts, has shown how, during the same century, the !shams were buying cloth from 
Halifax to sell elsewhere.16 

What was required then was the individual initiative and capital to organise the latent 
advantages and skills of the area into an industry, which would be capable of selling in the 
national market. This was provided by the Jorden (variously spelt Jordan) family, who, it seems, 
originated from Thornby to the west of Kettering. Morton says, "the Woollen Manufacture 
(was) introduced and settled there (Kettering), about Fifty Years ago, by Mr. Jordan, whose 
Posterity now manage a considerable Part of it".l7 Benjamin Martin, later in the century, claims 
that the "trade was first introduced by Mr. John Jordan in the last century".18 

The reasons for the ultimate choice of Kettering by the J or den family are not clear and 
may well be the result of personal whim. We need to know more about the family. Certain towns 
in the area, however, would not have commended themselves. In Northampton attempts to re
establish a woollen industry had already failed, and by the end of the Commonwealth, the boot 
and shoe industry was becoming firmly established.19 Wellingborough, Morton describes as the 
second town of the county with an important corn market and very profitable lace-making 
industry.20 

As well as these factors, Kettering possessed a number of advantages. It was a market 
town, for even in the era of the domestic industry, with its reliance on the work of many hands, 
it was essential to have a centre where raw materials, either in the form of wool or woollen yarn, 
could be obtained. The many stages involved in the production of the finished cloth meant ' that 
a considerable amount of movement was involved. Thus a central collecting point was needed. 

The wool used in the industry, then, was local in origin. At no time did the industry 
attain such proportions that large imports of wool would have been essential. In fact the isolated 
nature of the area, with its extremely poor roads, would have acted against large scale imports. 
Defoe, in his tour, describes the roads of the area, "from hence (Althorp) we went north to 
Harborough, and in the way, in the midst of the deep dismal roads, the dirtyest and worst in all 
that part of the country, we saw Boughton".21 If anything, it would seem, that in spite of a 
prosperous local industry, much wool was still being exported from the county. As Morton says, 

"a great part of our Pasture-Wooll is bought up by Factors, and convey'd to Sturbridge 
Fair, and thence to Norwich, and to Braintry, Bocking, and Colchester ... A part of it is 
us'd within the County, being com'd and weav'd into Serges, Tammies, and Shaloons at 
Kettering and other Towns. The Fallow, or shorter Wooll is usually sent into Yorkshire, 
and to the West, to Cirencester and Taunton". 22 

Further evidence comes from "A short essay upon Trade in general ... " published in 1741, 
where it is stated that, 

"Northampton, Leicester, and Warwickshire had also Manufacturies of their own, tho' not 
sufficient to consume all the Combing Wool they grow". 23 

Thus, even when the local market had been supplied there was a surplus. 

THE PRODUCTS OF THE INDUSTRY 

The general economic climate during the latter half of the seventeenth and the eighteenth 
centuries was, on the whole, favourable to an expansion of industry and trade. As has been shown 
during this period, the Kettering area possessed certain advantages which allowed it to participate 
in this period of expansion. However, while the factors of local wool, a water supply, wood and 

16 S. D. Ramsey,John !shams Accounts. Northamp
tonshire Record Society, Vol. XXI. 

11 J. Morton, op. cit., p. 26. 
18 B. Martin, Natural History of England (1763) 

Vol. II, p. 126. 
19 P. R. Mounfield, The Footwear Industry of the 

East Midlands. II. Northamptonshire from Medieval 

Times to 1700, East Midland Geographer, Vol. 3, pt. 
7, no. 23, 1965, p. 396. 

20 J. Morton, op. cit., p. 25. 
21 D. Defoe, op. cit. Vol. 2, p. 87. 
22 J. Morton, op. cit., p. 16. 
23 A Short Essay ... op. cit., p. 39. 
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relative nearness to London, encouraged the establishment of a woollen industry, they, at the 
same time, imposed certain limitations, which played a large part in directing the form which 
the industry took and the products it made. 

The wool from the local sheep was primarily long wool, and although it was associated 
with short, its presence ensured that it was the more valuable form. Coupled with this was the 
limitation imposed by water supply, for while the Ise and Nene could be used for washing and 
scouring purposes, their use for water power, especially in the case of the Ise, was strictly limited. 
Thus fulling would not have been an important stage in the manufacture of the cloth. As a result, 
Kettering made worsted cloths, which required long-staple wool and no fulling. 

It would be dangerous though to be dogmatic about the question of fulling, for an 
apprenticeship indenture of 172524 indicates that at least one mill was at work on the Nene when 
Thomas Parnell, a poor child of Kettering, was apprenticed to Thomas Dyson of Williot Mills, 
Woodford, to learn the craft of "scouring or fulling of cloth or stuffs". 

Kettering was producing a range of cloths, such as serges, tammies, shalloons, calamancoes 
and everlastings. The evidence is not clear that they were all worsted cloth, for the term "serge" 
was used for a pure worsted as in the case of a Suffolk say, or when long-staple wool was used 
for the warp and short-staple for the weft, as in the case of Exeter serges. In his pamphlet of 1738 
the "Northamptonshire Manufacturer"25, however, places serges, tammies, calamancoes, ever
lastings and shalloons in a list of cloths made entirely from combing wool, that is they were 
worsteds. Further evidence to support the belief that all the cloths were worsteds is provided in 
contemporary documents which give occupation. The settlement certificates of migrants coming 
to Kettering make reference to combers, and the parish registers frequently mention them. If 
the products were part woollens as opposed to pure worsteds, one would expect to find reference 
to carders, but none were found. Thus, Kettering drew its technical inspiration from East Anglia, 
the heart of the· eighteenth century worsted industry. 

The basic cloth then was a worsted, although it took a variety of forms. Evidence is rather 
scanty on this matter. Contemporary documents such as parish registers, militia lists, settlement 
certificates and apprenticeship indentures frequently use the all-embracing term "weaver". There 
are references, however, to specific types of cloth, although these would seem to be rather mis
leading, for they emphasise the importance of serges, which if the evidence of the anonymous 
writer of 17 4126 is to be believed, had lost its pre-eminent position as the chief cloth to shalloons. 
While there are frequent references to serge-weavers and serge-makers-freeholders-lists for 
dates throughout the century refer to serge-makers, and in the apprenticeship indentures the 
poor children of Kettering are frequently being apprenticed to serge-weavers-only one reference 
to a shalloon-maker was found, that in a court roll of Kettering27 for 1720, which mentions John 
Jorden the Younger-shalloon-maker. Other evidence about the Jorden family stresses the 
importance of serge-making. In a marriage bond of 1700 between John J orden, presumably the 
Jorden mentioned above, and Frances Buckley of Brampton, the two witnesses, John and William 
Jorden, are recorded as serge-makers. At a later date, the administration of the estate of a John 
Jorden in 1744 refers to him as a serge-maker. It would seem that the term "serge" was being 
used to describe the occupations of all the people in Kettering engaged in the worsted industry, 
and under this umbrella the different forms of worsted were being made. Bailey, in his "British 
Directory" of 1784, refers, however, to "Manufacturers of Tammies and Lastings".28 

The different forms the worsteds took were largely dependent upon the quality of the 
wool used, and there is evidence that the emphasis varied during the century. It would seem 
that the first cloth made was a worsted serge, when, according to the writer of 1741,29 some 20 

24 Kettering Parish Chest. Bundle 55. [A fulling 
mill at Adstone, recorded by John Bridges circa1720, 
was described as "ruinous" by George Baker (History 
and Antiquities of the County of Northampton, Vol. 2, 
1838-41, p. 17). V.A.H.] 

25 A Manufacturer of Northamptonshire, Observa-

tions on British Wool . .. (1738), Brit. Mus. 8245, b. 9, 
p.5. 

26 A Short Essay ... op. cit., p. 39. 
27 N.R.O. Quarter Sessions. Mise. Rolls 26/18. 
28 Bailey, British Directory (1784), pp. 381-2. 
29 A Short Essay ... op. cit., p. 39. 
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to 30 dyed pieces a week had been made at an earlier period, by no means a large output. 
Nowhere could a description of the cloth be found, most contemporary accounts refer to the 
serge which was the chief product of the Exeter region, though possibly the Kettering serge was 
similar to a Suffolk say, which required no fulling. 

The most detailed account of the products of the industry is to be found in Donaldson. 
He does not seem to have been too familiar with the industry, however, for he is confused over 
the staple of the wool used in the manufacture of different cloths, for he says, 

"thus, for instance, the coarsest, or long-stapled wool, is sent into Yorkshire, where it is 
made into broad cloths and flannels; the finest, or short-stapled, is reserved for the home 
manufactory, for the purpose of being made into tammys; and some of the most inferior 
of the last described wool, is likewise consumed here in making calamancoes and ever
lastings". 30 

Clearly, it is the long-staple wool which was being used in Kettering, the highest grade 
of the wool in the manufacture of tammies, which took two forms, one was a good-quality, fine 
worsted cloth, often with a glazed finish, while its second use was as a strainer. The making of 
everlastings involved the use of the shorter long-staple wool, which was woven into a close
textured stuff, usually dyed black and used as uppers for ladies' shoes. According to Donaldson 
a tammy and everlasting piece would measure 32 yards by 22 inches. 31 

The cloths of Kettering were the response then to a number of factors, basically dictated 
by the presence of long-staple wool, and the lack of adequate water power. Within these dictates 
variety was found due to variations in the quality of wool, and changing demands in fashion, as 
well as changes in economic conditions, basically through competition. 

THE ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 
The only detailed contemporary description of the Kettering industry is that found in 

Donaldson's report. In this account Donaldson states that, 
"after the wool is sorted, and the different kinds are assigned to the respective purposes for 

which they are best adapted, that which is intended to be manufactured at home is 
combed, and then delivered out, in small quantities, to the lower class of people in the 
neighbourhood, to be spun and reeled, for which they are paid so much per pound, 
according to the fineness of the thread into which it is converted; it is then returned 
home to the manufacturer, who has it wove into such kind of stuff as the quality of the 
thread will best answer. As soon as the goods are completed, they are immediately sent 
to the London and the Yorkshire markets, where they are purchased by persons who 
dress and dye them, and prepare them either for the supply of their retail customers, or 
for exportation to foreign markets. The spinning and reeling are chiefly performed by the 
females, and boys from ten to fourteen years of age."32 

Here Donaldson points to the hierarchical organisation of the industry, when he refers to the 
"manufacturer", and "the lower class of people". This distinction is reinforced when other 
evidence is studied, for throughout the century the industry was dominated by a relatively small 
number of families, which even at the peak of the industry in the 1760s remained fairly constant. 
The freeholders' lists provide an indication of the importance of the industry, and although they 
are very restricted lists, they do provide information for the whole century and help to point to 
the managerial class. In all the lists, when occupation is given, the maximum number of serge
makers is seven, in 1719, in the list of 1752 none are listed, but by 1767 the number has risen to 
six, and remains at four or above until the end of the period, 1780 (Fig. 2). Little or no weight 
must be placed on these relative figures, but the lists show that certain families held significant 
positions in the industry, and it was these which provided the "manufacturers". 

30 J. Donaldson, op. cit., p. 11. In Pitt's edition of 
1809 of General View of the Agriculture of the County 
of Northampton he corrects this error: "Thus for 
instance, the finest is sent into Yorkshire for clothing, 
or to Leicester for the hosiers; and some of the 

longest staple wool is worked at home into moreens, 
tammies, calimancoes, and everlastings". p. 242. 

3 1 J. Donaldson, op. cit., p. 12. 
a2 Ibid., pp. 11-12. 
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1719 Serge-makers Dyer 

Jos. Buswell Thomas Wallis 
John Jorden (Senior) 
John J or den (Junior) 
Thomas Woodford 
Samuel Baker 
John Wymont 
John Bayley 

1749 Jerseymen Dyer 

John Baker William Wallis 
Jos. Buswell (Senior) 

1752 Dyer 

William Wallis 

1763 Serge-makers Dyer 

John Baker Beeby Wallis 
Charles J or din 
Christopher Wilson 
John Bus well 
Thomas Benford 

1767 Serge-makers 

Ephraim Buswell 
Charles J or den 
Christopher Wilson 
Thomas Benford 
Thomas Satchell 
John Bus well 

1771 Serge-makers Woolstaplers 

Ephraim Buswell Joseph Keep 
Charles J or den John Bus well 
Christopher Wilson (Senior) 
Thomas Benford 
George Smith 

1775 Serge-makers Woolstapler 

Ephraim Buswell John Bus well 
Christopher Wilson 
George Smith 
Christopher Wilson (Junior) 

1780 Serge-makers 

Ephraim Buswell 
Thomas Benford 
George Smith 
Christopher Willson 
John Bus well 

Fig. 2 THE NAMES OF KETTERING MEN CONCERNED WITH THE WORSTED INDUSTRY RECORDED 

IN THE FREEHOLDERS' LISTS FOR CERTAIN YEARS 
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Of these families, one or two stand out. It would seem that the J orden family lost its 
apparent dominance in the industry in the 1720s, certainly the family disappears from the free
holders' lists, however a Charles Jordin occurs in the lists of 1763, 1767 and 1771. The link is 
not definite but the parish register records the marriage of Charles J or den to Mary Mattock in 
1743. Certainly by the eighteenth century, a number of other families tend to dominate the 
industry. Chief amongst these would seem to be the Buswells, members of which family occur 
in almost every freeholders' list from 1719 to 1780. Their strength lies not in their ability to 
weave, but rather in terms of capital and the manner in which they seemed to control all the 
branches of the industry. Buswells occur in successive lists as serge-makers, although in the list 
of 1775 a John Buswell appears as a woolstapler, and again in 1779. By the following year, how
ever, he follows the conventional pattern of being a serge-maker. Bailey, in 1784, records two 
members of the Buswell family, Ephraim and John, as manufacturers of tammies, lastings and 
woolstaplers.33 The Wallis family were at various times dyers, fullers and shearers. The same 
picture of diversity is seen in the case of the Jorden family, in the list of 1719 two Johns are 
given as serge-makers, while William is recorded as a grasier. 

Further light on the problem of organisation in the industry is shed by the militia lists. 
The five lists for the years 1762, 1771, 1774, 1777 and 1781 show that a change took place in the 
terminology used to describe occupa~ion. In the list of 1762 there is no differentiation between 
types of weavers, by 1771 certain men have been singled out and called serge-makers. A further 
change takes place in 1777 when five of the serge-makers, including three members of the 
Buswell family, are given as manufacturers, and finally by 1781 serge-makers have disappeared. 
These changes do not indicate a change in occupation, for there is no evidence that, although 
the Buswells are given as weavers in 1762, they were weaving. Their names are not found on 
the apprenticeship indenture forms as masters. Such men were concerned with the obtaining 
of the raw material, its delivery to the domestic worker and the sale of the finished cloth. They 
may well have also owned the looms. One final example from the militia lists will illustrate the 
flexibility of these manufacturers. In the list of 1771 Thomas Almond is shown as a silk manu
facturer, three years later he had apparently changed from silk to worsted and was now a serge
maker, and in 1777 he is given simply as a manufacturer. 

It was under this hierarchy of a few_, together with a number of other prominent families, 
that the town and the worsted industry were organised. It was beneath this tip that the mass of 
work was done, that the woolcomber, the weaver, and their apprentices were to be found. These 
men are not to be found in the freeholders' lists, they are prominent in the parish registers, and 
swell the numbers in the militia lists, and it is their numbers, here, which give an indication of 
the size of the industry. They were following their crafts in their own homes, with a considerable 
amount of demarcation between the various branches of the industry. 

In the first instance the wool had to be sorted, a process of great importance in an area 
such as Northamptonshire, where different grades of wool were being sent to a number of 
different cloth producing areas. The long-staple wool, which was to be used in the county, was 
then combed to ensure that the fibres were all lying the same way and that any short-staple wool 
was removed. When this had been done the wool was delivered to the homes of the spinners, 
who were the women and children. Once the yarn had been produced it was returned to the 
manufacturers, who had it woven into the various types of cloth dependent on its quality. 

All this work was carried out on a piece-rate basis, and at the end of the eighteenth 
century, the sorters, combers and weavers w·ere earning in the region of nine to ten shillings per 
week, with the spinners about three shillings. 34 These rates do not compare very favourably with 
the wages of other workers, a ploughman was able to earn eight to ten pounds per annum, and 
on top of this received free board. Other skilled craftsmen such as carpenters and masons were 
able to earn between twelve and thirteen shillings a week. Thus, in spite of the industry's im
portance to the economic life of the Kettering region, it did not achieve its dominance through 

33 Bailey, ... op. cit., p. 382. 34 J. Donaldson, op. cit., p. 12. 
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offering high wage-rates in comparison with other skilled crafts. Such a comparison is perhaps 
not entirely fair since the worsted industry and its off-shoots, together with agriculture were the 
only two major primary industries of the region, and work as an agricultural labourer gave only 
six to eight shillings a week. Even when the head of the family was not employed in the worsted 
industry, in many families the women and children would still have spun yarn. 

The other important stage in cloth production was that of dyeing, this was either carried 
out before the wool was combed, or a white cloth produced, which could be dyed at a later stage. 
Dyeing seems to have been dominated by a few families, who, if the Wallis family is a typical 
example, prospered. Throughout the eighteenth century a member of the family is mentioned 
as a dyer, in the freeholders' list of 1763, Beeby Wallis is listed as such, a look at that of 1767 
shows him now to be a gentleman, although presumably because he had retired. By the end of 
the century, however, much of the dyeing and finishing of the cloth was being done in Yorkshire 
and London. The decline of the dyeing trade in Kettering is illustrated by the militia lists, for 
whereas five are shown in that of 1762, only one appears during the 1770s, and none in 1781. 

It would be wrong to conclude, though, that in terms of man-power there was a clear 
distinction between each stage in the production of a finished cloth; there was over-lapping. A 
study of the settlement certificates of in-coming migrants for a period from 1697 to the close of 
the eighteenth century, reveals that forty-two were concerned with some branch of the woollen 
industry, of these twenty-two are given as weavers, twelve wool-combers, there was one dyer 
and one woolcomb-maker, and of the remaining six, five combined the occupation of both 
comber and weaver, and the sixth was a wool-stapler and wool-comber. Even more revealing is 
a study of the apprenticeship indentures of the parish's poor children. With one or two isolated 
exceptions these children were being apprenticed to serge-weavers until 1770. From 1771 to 
1785 there were some fifty-three children apprenticed in some branch of the woollen industry, 
of these, forty-three were apprenticed to masters who claimed to be both weavers and combers. 
Also a sorter and comber is found, and perhaps the most unlikely combination is that of another 
member of the Wallis. family, who in 1731 agreed to teach a parish child the art of fulling and 
shearing. 35 

At the third level of the hierarchy were the apprentices, each serving various lengths of 
apprenticeship. The apprentices must have made up two distinct groups, although we have no 
details of the first. These must have been the boys who were apprenticed by their parents to a 
craftsman, presumably with the intention that one day they would become masters. The second 
group were the poor children of the parish, who were apprenticed out by the parish officers, 
usually their term of apprenticeship was for seven years. Their future career is not clear and it 
would be interesting to know how many of these apprentices became masters in their own right. 

There is no evidence of a rigid system of organisation in the industry, in spite of the 
existence of apprenticeship. There would seem to have been no guild of Ke,ttering weavers.36 
In fact the evidence is rather of considerable flexibility, with control exercised by the manufac
turers. Herein lay both the industry's strength and its weakness. For during the years of growth, 
relatively little capital outlay . was required. Yet, on the other hand, when the slump came the 
manufacturers had few solid investments in the industry for them to feel the need to maintain it. 
Then it was the workers who bore the full brunt of the collapse. 

35 Kettering Parish Chest. Bundle 51. 
36 But see V. A. Hatley, '"Blaze' at Buckby: a Note 

on a Forgotten Northamptonshire Industry", North
amptonshire Past & Present, Vol. IV, No. 2, 1967/68, 

ADRIAN RANDALL 

for a reference to labour troubles at Kettering in 1774 
between master woolcombers and their journeymen. 
Northampton Mercury, 21st & 28th November, 1774. 
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CRICKET AT ALTHORP, 1867 

DR. J OAN WAKE, in her recent article, 1 has shown that Courteenhall was the breeding ground of 
distinguished lady cricketers as well as historians! 

In fact, the country houses of Northamptonshire contributed very considerably in the 
Victorian age to the rise of the game in the shire. 

Above all, the Spencers at Althorp came to be closely linked with Northamptonshire 
County Cricket, as has been pointed out by that Club's historian, Mr. J. D. Coldham.2 

Possibly the most distinguished yisiting team to come to the county since the celebrated 
All England XI in 1852 played XXII ofNorthamptonshire,3 was the I Zingari team which played 
at Althorp on 15 and 16 August 1867. XII members of this noted wandering club beat XVIII 
of Northamptonshire by 7 wickets.4 

The events of this match have been recorded with great gusto in a scrapbook compiled 
by R. A. FitzGerald, the then Secretary of M.C.C.5 This has recently been given to the Library 
at Lord's by Mr. T. G. FitzGerald, the grandson of the compiler. 

From the scrapbook account and the photographs it contains, it is clear that the I Zingari 
match was quite an occasion. It cannot be often that Northamptonshire cricket has had royal 
spectators or a Fellow of All Souls6 in each team! 

We are told that "the party staying in the house consisted of H.R.H. Princess Mary, 

1 Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. IV, No. 
4 [1969/70] p. 214. 

2 Coldham: Northamptonshire Cricket: A History 
p. 8 et seq. 

3 See article by the present author, "When Julius 
Caesar Played Cricket on Racecourse", Chronicle & 
Echo, Northampton, 27th March, 1969, p. 8. 

4 Coldham, op. cit., p. 12. See also his article in 
Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. II, No. 3 
[1956], p. 133. 

5 He was appointed in 1863, originally in an 
honorary capacity. He eventually became the first 
paid Secretary of M.C.C. 

6 Viz. F. Eden and E. C. Leigh. 
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H.R.H. Prince Teck, 7 Lady Skelmersdale, Lady Emily Villiers, Lady Charles Bruce, Lord 
Charles Bruce, Lord Cowper, Lord Baldwin, the Dowager Countess Sefton, Lady Cecilia 

Molyneux, Miss Mary Boyle, Miss Caroline Boyle, Mr. Rose, Captain Clayton, Mr. Gore, Mr. 
Mitchell, Reverend C. G. Lane, Mr. Buller, Mr. FitzGerald, Mr. McCormick, Hon. Spencer 
Ponsonby, Hon. E. C. Leigh, Hon. Spencer Lyttelton, Hon. Spencer G. Lyttelton, Mr. Payne 
and Mr. Ho race Seymour". 

We are further informed that "the days were ... devoted to cricket -the nights to dance, 
drama, prestidigitation and circus, where the celebrated Miss Lucy Glitters8 shone brightly in the 
Haute Ecole and boiled up the enthusiasm of her audience. Here, too, did Herr Tique try the 
nerves of the audience by his indominitable courage in completely mastering the hitherto untamed 
steed 'Kikimhoff, from the Steppes ofTartary'. The excellent band of the 5th N.R.V.C., by their 
soft strains, charmed the ears of their audience during the day and at dinner and when we say 
the piano was under the sole control ofHenry ·Oakey, need we say more? This gentleman's playing 
is too well known to require further praise. The ball after the theatricals on Friday was not brought 
to a conclusion until half past four". 

This last point may explain the somewhat indifferent batting by both teams. The I Zingari 
team, in particular, was very strong on paper. One exception was perhaps the 5th Earl Spencer, 
the famous "Red Earl", who went in to bat last, as was his custom. FitzGerald, McCormick, 
Leigh, Payne, Mitchell and Lane were all Blues, the latter having also rowed for Oxford. Spencer 
Ponsonby (afterwards Ponsonby-Fane) became Treasurer of M.C.C. and was t)J.e virtual founder 
of the art collection and museum at Lord's. Gore had been in the Harrow XI of that year. Buller 
and Rose were of County standard and Captain Clayton had played for Harrow. 

The Northamptonshire team should also have performed better, especially since they had 
six extra players, nor were the county players undistinguished. Bury, Lyttelton, Hume, Eden 
and Willes were all Blues, whilst Plumb, an early stalwart, played for the Players against the 
Gentlemen. W. E. W. Collins played in the XI for five years at Radley and was a ferocious fast 
bowler. 9 

7 I.e. H.R.H. Princess Mary Adelaide Wilhelmina 
Elizabeth (daughter of 1st Duke of Cambridge) and 
H.H. the late Duke (Francis Paul Louis Alexander 
Charles) of Teck (Prince Teck was never a Royal 
Highness). They were the parents of the late H.M. 
Queen Mary. 

8 Lucy Glitters was the heroine of Surtees' novel 
Mr. Sponge's Sporting Tour. She had been a circus 

rider before she took to the hunting field and engaged 
the affections of Mr. Sponge whom she eventually 
married. 

9 Information on these cricketers is mainly derived 
from Coldham op. cit.; Wisden Cricketers' Almanack; 
J. D. Betham, Oxford and Cambridge Scores and 
Biographies; M. C. C. Scores and Biographies, ed. A. 
Haygarth. 



CRICKET AT ALTHORP_, 1867 323 

Finally, it is tempting (but probably erroneous) to link H. Maule, who was clearly a com
petent bowler, with the doughty Miss Alice Maul who scored 35 at Courteenhall in 1883 !10 

STEPHEN GREEN 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
1st Innings 

W. F. Higgins b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Rev. W. Bury b McCormick................ 4 
W. E. Collins b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
C. Sargent run out. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Hon. S. G. Lyttelton b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
F. Langham b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
E. Hume c Payne b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
F. Eden c Bull er b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
R. E. Lomax b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
H. Seymour c Clayton b McCormick . . . . . . . . . 0 
A. A. Berens c Gore b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Rev. E. H. Willes b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
H. Maule st Clayton b Rose. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Hon. and Rev. C. Vernon c Lane b Rose...... 5 
T. Plumb c Lane b McCormick . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
B. Ramsey b McCormick ........ · ........... 10 
Captain Landon c Lane b McCormick. . . . . . . . 1 
T. Travis not out. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

b3, w1............................... 4 

ToTAL 77 

I ZINGARI 
1st Innings 

Hon. S. Ponsonby c Plumb b Travis. . . . . . . . . . 12 
Rev. J. McCormick b Maule ................ 10 
C. F. Buller Esq. b Maule ........... ....... 22 
W. M. Rose Esq. c Bury b Willes . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Captain Clayton b Travis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Hon. E. C. Leigh c Plumb b Higgins . . . . . . . . . 0 
R. A. Mitchell Esq. c Bury b Maule .... .. .... 27 
S. Gore Esq. c Bury b Maule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
Rev. C. G. Lane b Travis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
R. A. FitzGerald Esq. c Lyttelton b Maule.... 6 
A. F. Payne Esq. not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Earl Spencer b Maule...................... 1 

b2, w5, nb1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

TOTAL 124 

2nd Innings 
c Clayton b McCormick ...... . 
c Mitchell b Rose ........... . 
b Mitchell .................. . 
c Clayton b McCormick ...... . 
c Mitchell b Rose ........... . 
b Mitchell .................. . 

4 
1 
7 
2 
3 
2 

not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
c Clayton b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
b Rose........... . ....... . .. 0 
b Rose............ . ... .. .... 0 
b Rose...................... 0 
b Rose...................... 3 
st Clayton b Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
c Clayton b Mitchell . . . . . . . . . . 3 
b Mitchell ......... .. ...... .. 14 
c Clayton b Gore. . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
b Rose...................... 0 
c and b Mitchell . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

b2, w2, nb1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

77 

2nd Innings 

c Hume b Travis . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
c Bury b Maule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
st Plumb b Maule . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

not out ..................... 12 
not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

st Plumb b Maule . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

b1, lb2, w1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

31 

10 Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. IV, No. 4 [1969/70], p. 214. 
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THE NORTHAMPTON CHAMBER OF TRADE 

'Phone 'Phone 
BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS LADIES' OUTFITTERS 
W. Mark & Co. (1935) Ltd. Dust Northampton Ltd.- 18 St. Giles Street 36008 

(Established 1745) - - 27 The Drapery - 39400 

MOTOR ENGINEERS 
BUILDING SOCIETIES Beard & Son 

Anglia Building Society - 85 Abington Street 34800 (Motor Engineers) Ltd. 34-42 Abington Av. 35455/6 

Northampton & Midlands 
NEWSAGENTS & TOBACCONISTS Building Society 60 Gold Street- - 37422 
AUTOMATIC CATERING 

BUTCHERS Sidney Childs - 332 We/lingboro' Rd. 37986 

G. J. Douglas _ _ _ f 12 Abington Square 39208 
-L 32 Hunter Street - 38949 OFFICE EQUIPMENT & TYPEWRITERS 

CHINA STORES 
Bransons (Northants) - 34 St. Giles Street 36708 

Church's China ·Stores - I 0 & 11 The Parade 38082 PRINTERS 

CONFECTIONERS 
J. Lawrence & Co. - - 35 St. Giles Street 

CORSETRY SPECIALISTS 
E. & G. Ward (Est. over 

50 years) - - - - 21 Abington Square 

DEPARTMENTAL STORES 
Northampton Co-operative 

Society Ltd. - - - - 64 Abington Street 

FINE ART DEALERS 
York Studios Gallery 

(Prop.: John A. Tysom) 20 York Road- -

FIREPLACE SHOWROOMS AND 
TILE CENTRE 

37939 

38312 

34866 

31509 

A. Bell & Co. Ltd . - - Kingsthorpe Works 37501 

FLORISTS 

Jack Haddon Ltd. - - - 51 St. Giles Street 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

31368 
33024 

Ann Bonham & Son - - 71 St. Giles Street 34368/9 

HOUSE FURNISHERS 

Guildhall Press 
(Northampton) Ltd. -

J. Stevenson Holt Ltd. 
Mercury Press (Northamp

ton Mercury Co. Ltd.) 
Xpres Printers Ltd. 

RADI 0 & TELEVISI 0 N 

St. Katherine's St. 
152 Balmoral Road 

The Parade 
Unit 18, Bell's In
dustrial Estate, 
Bedford Road 

37734 
36747 

34777 
38703 

County Radio Co., 22-24St.LeonardsRd. 61946 
F. A. Goode Ltd. - - - 5 Towcester Road- 61201 

30 Kingsley Park Ter. 39139 
lOa Harborough Rd. 38247 

Service Factory Rothersthorpe Cres. 62591 

RESTAURANTS 
Lawrence's Coffee Shop - 37 St. Giles Street 37939 

SHOE RETAILERS 
W. H. Bonham 

(Established 1856) - - 33 St. Giles Street 36147 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 

Wiggins & Co. Ltd. } {36258 
(Incorporating 6 Abington Street 36259 
G. T. Durant) - - - 36766 

Towcester 423 
Wellingboro' 2136 

Hemmings Brothers {26 Abington Squarel_32334 WATCHMAKERS & JEWELLERS 
(Northampton) Ltd. 27 York Road J 30849 E. Brugger- - - - - 8 Abington Square 34367 

39484 Jeffery Sons & Co. Ltd. - Gold Street - - 39351 A. E. Prouse & Son - - 64 St. Giles Street 
Phillips's 

Northampton Ltd.- - 15 Abington Street 37446/7 
A. Watts & Sons Ltd. - 80 Abington Street 38212 

WOOL, ART NEEDLEWORK & BABY WEAR 
A. & J. Edmunds - - - 36 St. Giles Street 37768 
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OBITUARIES 

LIEUT. CoLONEL G. T. H. CAPRON of Southwick Hall, Oundle died on 14 November, 1970. 
He was a member of the Northamptonshire Record Society from 1948 to 1970 and on the Council 
from 1962 to 1966. He was a member of the Archives Committee from 1955 to 1969, and was at 
one time Deputy Chairman. 

Since his retirement from the Army (Royal Engineers) he devoted much of his time to 
public work in Northamptonshire, where he will be much missed. 

MR. R. W. KETTON-CREMER, who gave our autumn lecture on 28 October, 1967, on English 
Country Home Life in the eighteenth century, died in December 1969 at his home at Felbrigg, 
Norfolk. 

Writing in the Christ's College Magazine (May 1970), Professor J. H. Plumb said "Fortunately 
his book, Norfolk in the Civil War was finished before death struck him down. He had in his 
modest way enjoyed his excellent reviews and even begun to think of future work". He was Rede 
Lecturer at Cambridge, and a fellow commoner of Christ's College. Professor Plumb rightly says 
of him that he was "a most careful and exact historian, shrewd in his evaluation of sources, quick on 
seizing on the telling bit of casual evidence". His studies of Norfolk history, A Norfolk Assembly 
and a Norfolk Gallery and perhaps above all his Felbrigg brought grace of writing to the aid of 
scholarship in the service of local history. More important were his Lives of Horace Walpole and 
Thomas Gray, which formed the definitive biographies of these two eighteenth century figures. 
At Felbrigg itself he leaves a gap which can never be filled. 

THE death in London on 23 March 1970 of Sir Noel Dryden at the age of 59, recalls the unusual 
circumstances of the Dryden baronetcy. John Dryden, the poet, who died in 1700, had a younger 
brother, Erasmus, who succeeded as 6th baronet and owner of Canons Ash by on the death of 
his nephew, Sir Erasmus Henry Dryden, in 1710, who was a priest and the s~m of the poet. Sir 
Erasmus Dryden, the 6th baronet, was ·succeeded by his grandson, Sir John Dryden, who died 
without issue in 1791. Canons Ashby passed to his niece, Elizabeth Dryden, who married John 
Turner, the younger son of Sir Edward Turner of Ambrosden, near Bicester, and the Dryden 
baronetcy became extinct. The Turners of Ambrosden were a very wealthy and somewhat 
eccentric family, the great house at Ambrosden having been demolished in the eighteenth 
century by one of the family in a fit of miserliness. John Turner, the husband of Elizabeth 
Dryden, was himself created a baronet and assumed the name of Dryden. His descendants 
continued at Canons Ashby, succeeding eventually to the more ancient baronetcy of Turner, 
owing to the failure of the senior line of that family. Sir Arthur Dryden, 9th baronet of Ambrosden 
and 6th of Canons Ashby, died unmarried in 1938, leaving the Canons Ashby estate to his sister, 
Louisa Isabella, the wife of Major Alfred Basset Pritchard. Her descendants, who live in Mrica, 
adopted the name of Dry den, and still own Canons Ashby. 

In 1938, the baronetcy, but none of the estates, passed to Sir Arthur's kinsman, Noel 
Dryden, whose father, John Erasmus, was a major in the 3rd Battalion of the Northamptonshire 
Regiment. Sir Noel Dryden was therefore the 7th Dryden baronet of the second creation, and 
the 1Oth baronet of the Turner creation, and the direct descendant through the female line of 
the poet's brother. By his wife, Rosamund Scrope, he left an only son, John Stephen Gyles, 
who now succeeds to the baronetcy at the age of 26, but of course, to none of the Northampton
shire estates. The late Sir Noel Dryden was a former actor and B.B.C. announcer. 
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BooK REVIEws 

SANDERSON MILLER OF RADWAY AND HIS WORK AT WROXTON 
by ANTHONY C. WooD and WILLIAM HAWKES 

(Banbury Historical Society, Borough Library, Banbury, 1969 112 pages Price Ss.) 

Sanderson Miller was a Warwickshire architect and much of his work is west of North
amptonshire. However, as a gentleman and amateur architect he is of considerable interest, and 
many will be familiar with at least one of his buildings-the sham-castle tower at Edgehill. If a 
Northamptonshire link is needed, it can be added that the "Sanderson" of Miller's name derives 
from a family formerly at Little Addington. It is therefore a pleasure to record that the Banbury 
Historical Society have recently reprinted from their always rewarding magazine Cake and Cock
horse a series of articles about Miller. They contain a survey of his life, a list of known buildings, 
and a special discussion of his work at Wroxton. The text is excellent and the hundred-plus 
footnotes illustrate the pains the authors have taken to gain information. Inevitably, in a society 
publication, illustrations are limited, but it does seem a pity that portraits of people have been 
preferred to pictures of buildings. A few more photographs of Miller's architecture would have 
helped to elucidate his own personal style and might have spurred those who found what appeared 
to be an example to seek verification. "Georgian Gothick", Miller's favourite style, has for too 
long been regarded simply as a frivolous byway of eighteenth-century architecture, when it 
deserves a place as a decorative style alongside Rococo, Chinoiserie and "Adam". This welcome 
monograph has filled a gap in our knowledge of the period. 

THE HIDATION OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
By CYRIL HART 

(Leicester University Press, 1970. Price 15s.) 

B.A.B. 

England is unique in Europe in having, in Domesday Book, a detailed survey of its assess
ment for taxation in the eleventh century. Northamptonshire is unique in England in that it has 
the Northamptonshire Geld Roll, dealing with the assessment as it was soon after the Conquest 
and differing, differing surprisingly, from Domesday. Here there is a particularly good chance of 
solving some of the mysteries of that astonishing phenomenon, the governmental system of the 
late Anglo-Saxon kings. 

In the County Hidage (often thought to be of early eleventh century date) Northampton
shire is assessed at 3,200 hides; in the Geld Roll at 2,663; and in Domesday at only 1,244. Dr. 
Hart sets out to explain these changes. His conclusions, based on thorough analysis, are as follows. 
The County Hidage figure is very probably an assessment imposed by Edward the Elder who, it 
is argued, created the shire of Northampton. The Geld Roll assessment is one whereby the obliga
tions of the North Eastern hundreds, but not of the rest, had been reduced. This reduction is to 
be associated with the dominance of Danish landowners in this part of the shire and was probably 
an attempt to win their support made by Edmund in 942. The Domesday assessment is a new 
one made in the Conqueror's reign and which ironed out the discrepancies between the assessment 
of the North East of the shire and that of the South West. These conclusions largely depend on 
Dr. Hart's interpretation of the 'ploughland' assessments of Domesday, which are distinct from 
those in hides and from the description of the actual agricultural circumstances. In the South 
West, where 'ploughlands' were or had been grouped decimally he argues them to have been the 
original hides of the County Hidage assessment. In the North East, where they were grouped 
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duodecimally_, he regards them as units of an assessment imposed by Danish rulers before 917. He 
believes that they were retained in both areas as a basis for dues and services other than Danegeld. 

Dr. Hart's thesis is not always absolutely convincing. He is a little bold in assuming that 
942 is the only date which is historically plausible for his first reassessment of the North Eastern 
hundreds; and this date in turn largely determines that which he gives for the County Hidage 
assessment. Nevertheless this is a solid and very interesting piece of work (though not easy reading). 
If its conclusions are modified it will be on foundations most carefully laid by Dr. Hart. His 
arguments are important not only for Northamptonshire, but for England as a whole. For example, 
he has produced very good reasons for thinking again about the origins of the Old English taxation 
system and of the Midland shires and he puts forward by implication a view of the government 
of the Danelaw before 917 which is very different from that which is generally, if vaguely, accepted. 

J. CAMP BELL. 

BAPTISM AND BURIAL REGISTER OF BANBURY, OXON., 
PART TWO, 1665-1723 

Edited by J. S. W. Gibson 
Price 50s., available from Banbury Historical Society, Borough Library, Banbury, Oxon. 

(Banbury Historical Society, Vol. 9) 

This book conforms to the high standard of the Banbury Historical Society. There is an 
excellent introduction, with a full account of the vicars during the period of these registers. It is 
clear that the old medieval church fabric was decaying fast. The churchwardens in 1686 presented 
"the whole Towne and parishe for not consenting to the making of an Assessment for the necessary 
Repaires of the church soe that unlesse tymely prevented is like to become an Heape of Rubbish". 
The "necessary repairs" were not done, hence the decision in the next century to demolish the 
old building, and build the present classical church (1790). 

Banbury had an old Puritan tradition. We may remember Sir Toby Belch's taunt "Dost 
think because thou are virtuous there shall be no more cakes and ale ?" This was an undoubted 
allusion to Banbury, the home of the cakes, and to the Earl of Banbury, a high official at Court, 
and a well-known Puritan. It must have been hard going for the Anglican vicars, a good many 
of whom, like Richard White, shared the Puritan views of their parishioners, even although they 
conformed to the settlement of 1662. 

In the Introduction, there are comments on various trades and professions. One would 
like to know more about the "man yt travelled with Strange creatures"! There is an unusual 
note about the soldiers quartered in the town. "Evidently the soldiers were made welcome for 
no less than six marriages with local girls which took place in this period; that there is no increase 
in the illegitimacy rate rebuffs the traditional licentious image of the soldiery". 

The indexes are very valuable. Northamptonshire readers will be specially pleased that 
the items which affect villages near Banbury, such as Astrop, Brackley, Chacombe, Eydon, 
Sulgrave, King's Sutton and Warkworth are separately listed (p. 265). There is also an index of 
trades, professions and offices in which "weavers" of various kinds predominate, showing the 
staple trade of the town at this period. 

NORTHAMPTON HISTORICAL SERIES 
GENERAL EDITOR: VICTOR A. HATLEY 

G.I. 

Obtainable from the Editor, 14A The Crescent, Northampton. Nos. 1, 4 & 5 (2/6 each), 
No. 3 (3/-), No. 2 ( 4/-) 

Five numbers of this series have been issued by Mr. Victor Hatley, whose contributions 
to this journal are well known. They have all appeared elsewhere but in specialist publications 
such as the Journal of the British Boot and Shoe Institution so that their appearance in this handy 
cheap form is to be welcomed. Two of the numbers deal with the Shoe Industry, No. 1, 
"Snobopolis": Northampton in 1869 and No. 4, The St. Giles Shoe-School. The former is a reprint 
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with valuable notes by Mr. Hatley, of an article on "The Northampton Shoe Maker" which 
appeared in "Good Words" in 1869. It gives an excellent account of the shoe manufacturing 
industry at that period, and is free from the moralising tone, which makes so much of the reading 
matter at that time indigestible. For the uninitiated, a "snob" was of course an uncomplimentary 
term for a shoe maker. An informed observer stated that the value of Northampton's export of 
shoes at that time was, on a low estimate, a million pounds, and that £3 a week was the wage of 
only a very few; quite a number earned £2 per week, and "a good many do not make more than 
12s." The other "shoe" number (No. 4) deals with "St. Giles' Shoe School", where an attempt 
was made to give schooling above the age of nine when it often ceased owing to the practice of 
employing children in the squalid "closing" rooms of Northampton. "Men with large families 
and low wages looked forward eagerly to the day when any of their children would be able to earn 
a few pence". The managers of St. Giles' School tried to remedy this "by establishing classes in 
shoe-closing alongside the ordinary classes paying a small wage so that enlightened parents would 
not be penalised for allowing their children to remain an extra year or so at school". The experi
ment failed for reasons that are explained. The introduction of machines bitterly resented by the 
workers, and the cause of a devastating strike, nevertheless put an end to the employment of child 
labour. 

Two other numbers deal with the contested Borough Election of 1774, vividly described 
in a letter from John Rowell, the steward at Castle Ashby, to his employer, who lived abroad, 
and the construction of Northamptonshire's first railway in 1800 to connect two sections of the 
Grand Junction Canal, while the Blisworth tunnel was being built. All five numbers are to be 
welcomed as illustrating a little known side of Northampton's history, and the appearance of 
further numbers is awaited. It should be mentioned that No. 3 of the series tells the story of 
Percival's Bank, the forerunner of the Northamptonshire Union Bank, and so the Drapery Branch 
of the National Westminster. The crest ofPercival's Bank the Phoenix, still adorns the pediment 
of the Bank in the Drapery on the fine classic fa<;ade by the youthful E. F. Law in 1841. 
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