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EXCAVATIONS AT LYVEDEN, 1969 

THE existence of a deserted medieval settlement and pottery making site at Lyveden has been 
known since 1965. Excavations by Kettering Grammar School Local History and Archaeological 
Society from 1965-8,1 followed by an extension of their work in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Public Buildings and Works revealed late medieval occupation and pottery and tile making on 
both sides of the stream south of the Harley Way connecting Brigstock and Oundle (SP 984861).2 

Field walking by the boys of the school during the winter and spring 1968-9 revealed that the 
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built over. 

Photograph taken from top of a 
100 ft. turntable lent by Kettering 

Fire Brigade. 

early medieval settlement pattern in the valley was considerably more scattered and extensive 
than had been thought.3 Excavation resumed in August 1969 revealed a three bay potters work
shop, ten stone lined pits connected with puddling clay and a five bay barn or drying shed of 
sty lobate construction overlying an earlier building which may have been a peasant long house. The 
workshop was associated in its earlier phase with a four flue oval kiln producing a variety of wares, 
including bowls, cooking pots and storage jars. It had been shortened at a later period when a 

1 Journal 2 Northampton Museums and Art 
Gallery December 1967. 

2 Bulletin of the Northamptonshire Federation of 
Archaeological Societies No. 3 Apri11969, pp. 24-26. 

3 Bulletin op. cit. pp. 19, 20, 27, 29. 
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double flue apsidal ended kiln whose pot bank lapped over the former east end of the workshop 
was built. The potter's croft was bounded on the west by a long wall. Traces of earlier occupation 
of the early medieval period were found in lower levels associated with Stamford ware sherds. 

Among the finds this season were a bone chessman, a bone flute, bone potters' tools, bronze 
buckles, belt fastenings, strap ends, hawk bells, a spiral headed pin, a fine collection of mica 
schist hone stones, the material of which derives from Central Norway,4 a pivot stone for the 
bearing of a potters wheel, iron arrowheads, ox shoes, knives, a spur and three silver coins; a 
Henry IV penny, York mint; a Robert Ill of Scotland (1390-1406) halfpenny; and a farthing of 
theE R Anglie type of Edward I c. 1300.5 

Help was received from many quarters. H. R. H. Prince William of Gloucester for per
mission to dig; the labour force was derived from the senior boys of Kettering Grammar School 
with help from other young people from Lincolnshire and Yorkshire. The diggers camped at 
Churchfield Farm, Oundle, thanks to the kindness of Mr. Michael Berridge. The Kettering Fire 
Brigade lent their 100ft. turntable from which the accompanying photograph was taken. R.A.F. 
Wyton provided an aerial photographic survey of the whole of the Lyveden valley from Brigstock 
to Oundle. They also conducted low level flights, recording the excavation in its later phases. 
Mr. Bruce A dams of the Bradford College of Technology took charge of the pottery classification. 
Mr. Brian Dix and Mr. William Hornsby surveyed and planned the site and its structures. The 
dig was supervised by Mr. Geoffrey Bryant of the Workers Educational Association, Mr. John 
Aveyard and Mr. John M. Steane of Kettering Grammar School. A full report of the 1968 
excavation is appearing in Journal 5 of the Northampton Museums and Art Gallery. A similar 
report of the 1969 excavations will appear in the same journal next year. 

The land lies passive as a veteran 
waiting for operation; 
photographs show features 
clear as wrinkles 
on an old fellow's face 
that tell of years ago 
loving and suffering-or how you'll interpret. 
Diggers had prized out fragments 
sherds from the topsoil 
like shell splinters in flesh 
warranting treatment; 
they had stripped the skin to reach the bone 
bulldozed subcutaneous fat 
charted the tissue and the veins, 
pumped the blood that fills the trench 
stumbling over malformations 
confusing half formed theories. 
Age impairs what time maintains 
and the inarticulate land conceals 
how life went on in the cold bare wind 
a thousand years ago sunk 
like an old man's war tales in his children's yawns. 

NINA STEANE 

J.M.S. 

4 S. E. Ellis: "The Petrography and provenance 
of Anglo Saxon and Medieval English honestones, 
with notes on some other hones". Bulletin of the 

British Museum (Natural History) Vol. 2, No. 3, 1969. 
5 Letter from The British Museum Department 

of Coins and Medals, 1 September, 1969. 
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BOOK PRINTERS AND BINDERS AT WELLINGBOROUGH 

TIMPSON 
A FINE FACTORY 

PRODUCING 

FINE SHOES 

For over one hundred years Tl M PSO N have designed and made 
shoes, the reputation of which has carried them into the world market 
of the present day. 
Besides earning valuable dollars, Tl M PSON shoes are sold in a 
network of over two hundred and fifty shops throughout the country. 

WILLIAH TIMPSON LIMITED 
NORTH PARK . KETTERING . NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
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-supplied or fixed complete 
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W. T. COX & CO. LTD. 
St. Peter's Avenue Kettering 
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Whole wheat nourishment. w t b • 
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That's why it's known as the big-value 
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The Weetabix eaters. 

A morningsfull of nourishment 
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THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN ENGLAND 1558-1640 
by J. H. GLEASON 

(Oxford: At the Clarendon Press, 1969 Price 63s.) 
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In choosing sample counties as the basis of his detailed study of Elizabethan and early 
Stuart Justices of the Peace_, Professor Gleason has followed the method successfully adopted for 
W. K. Jordan's Philanthropy in England 1480-1660 (1959). Professor Gleason's counties are Kent_, 
Norfolk_, Northamptonshire_, Somerset_, Worcestershire_, and the North Riding of Yorkshire. The 
welcome inclusion of Northamptonshire is due to the fact that it 'lies in the heart of the Midlands 
and borders on more counties than any other ... It is blessed by an exceptional record society 
and local archive'. · 

Although G. M. Trevelyan called the Elizabethan J.P.s the 'most influential class of men 
in England'_, as the author points out_, there has been too much generalization about the Justices_, 
based on too narrow data. His aim is twofold: to compare the body of J.P.s-their status_, length 
of office_, diligence in the performance of their duties_, and so forth-in the six counties between 
1558 and 1640 and to assess the role of the Justices in national life during this period. From 
pietas towards the Kentish historian William Lambarde_, whose celebrated treatise on the Office 
of the Justices was published in 1581/2_, and of whom he has much to say_, Professor Gleason 
has given his work the sub-title of A Later Eirenarcha. 

The author's findings are the result of an exhaustive analysis of five libri pacis (lists of 
J.P.s in every county prepared for government use from time to time) belonging to the years 
1562, 1584, 1608, 1626, and 1636. Roughly half the book is devoted to eight instructive chapters 
dealing with such subjects as the complexion of the commissions of the peace, the burden of the 
commission, the categories and the education of J .P .s, and the question of how far a man's religion 
or politics disqualified him from office-considerably less, it would seem, than has usually been 
thought. 

While it is not difficult to distinguish the 'dignitaries' from the 'working' J.P.s, it is some
times hard to determine to which category-Court, Law, Church, Commerce, or Gentry tout 
court-a particular Justice should be assigned: there was frequent overlapping of careers. What is 
certain is that 'much the largest category of justices-rather more than three-fifths-were county 
gentry'. 

With the exception of the Kent liber for 1584, which receives a chapter to itself, the libri 
pacis are printed in six Appendices_, in chronological order for each county: Northamptonshire is 
treated in Appendix C. The annotated lists_, taken in conjunction with Professor Gleason's commen
taries upon the individual rosters_, make illuminating reading. Thus we learn that whereas under 
Elizabeth I the Northamptonshire J.P.s included a 'remarkable group of national figures'_, in the 
first quarter of the seventeenth century the county fell behind the other five in its proportion of 
well-educated Justices_, although this defect had been remedied by 1636. It is the Northampton
shire commission of 1626 which hits the headlines. The story of this monster assemblage_, headed 
by the Catholic Lord Lieutenant_, the Earl of Exeter_, and 'including an unprecedented number 
of relative mediocrities'_, impinges upon one already familiar to readers of Mr. J. K. Gruenfelder's 
article 'The Parliamentary Election in Northamptonshire in 1626' (Northamptonshire Past and 
Present_, 1968/9). 

The Justices emerge with_, if possible_, enhanced prestige from this important book. Not 
least amongst its merits is the fact that_, in spite of the thickness of the trees_, we are never allowed 
to lose sight of the wood. The temptation to over-exploit the potential wealth of biographical 
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material has been deliberately withstood. Misprints appear to be few, but it is unfortunate that 
a wrong second initial should have been given to Mr. P. I. King, to whom Professor Gleason 
records an especial debt of gratitude. MARGARET TOYNBEE. 

ABINGTON MUSEUM 

A "Short History" of Abington Museum has this year been issued by the Curator, Mr. 
W. N. Terry. The guide book has been compiled by Alan C. Cox, the Assistant Curator. It is 
a great improvement on previous accounts, and is excellently illustrated. These includr; a 
photograph of the Hobby Horse from Y ardley Gobion, used in traditional country dancing, a 
very suitable embellishment from the former home of Shakespeare's grand-daughter.1 

A careful attempt has been made to disentangle the Museum's complicated architectural 
history. The Great Hall belongs basically to the rebuilding of Abington about 1530, and although 
later alterations have done much to disguise its character, it still remains a fine example of an 
early Tudor Hall. 

The author attributes the alterations of the late 17th century to the Thursbys, who acquired 
the Hall from the Bernards in 1669. But in a document prepared for Sir John Langham before 
that date, who was, no doubt, considering its purchase, it is described as a "faire new built 
house'? suggesting that it may have been Sir John Bernard, and not his successor who carried 
out these alterations. 

-Incidentally, a little more might have been said about Sir John Bernard and his wife. He 
was certainly trying to borrow money in 1659 on the property, and in the deed of sale, his wife's 
claim to dower was barred. Of course, he had no heir, and the Bernards were providing for their 
old age, although Elizabeth lived only a short time after the sale. 

The most extensive reconstruction was, however, that carried out by Francis Smith for 
John Harvey Thursby, and this is well explained. Francis Smith can have had little to do with 
the completion of the work, as he died in 1738 (not 1739 as stated in this booklet), and the date 
1738 appears on the East Range water pipes. 

It is quite true that in the 1820s the house was miscalled an Abbey, and let to various 
tenants. The Earl of Chesterfield is mentioned as one of these but not the fact that at the time he 
was Master of the Pytchley Hounds. This was in 1838-40, and Guy Paget in his History of the 
Althorp and Pytchley Hunt (1937) wryly comments, "Late nights, first at the Grand Hotel which 
Chesterfield rented for himself and his friends, and then at Abington Abbey, which he took 
from Mr. Thursby, did not conduce to punctuality at Misterton, Badby and Brigstock. Chester
field's ideas, too, of the duties of a master were original; his day was perfect if he could get his 
huntsman down and go on without him"! 

Abington has, indeed, seen varied scenes in its long history, and Northampton is fortunate 
in possessing such a setting for a museum largely devoted to the Decorative Arts and Folk Life. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF CORBY WORKS 
(Stewarts and Lloyds, Ltd., 1968) 

by SIR FREDERICK SCOPES 

G.I. 

This volume is a study of the development of the Corby iron and steel plant up to 1939, 
written from the 'inside' by Sir Frederick Scopes, an employee and, later, director of Stewarts 
and Lloyds. The work, parts of which have already appeared in two articles in this journal, begins 
with the background to the initial development by the Lloyds Ironstone Company, before tracing 
the growth and ramifications of the policies of Stewarts and Lloyds which were to lead to the 
momentous happenings of the early 1930s. 

1 "For O, the hobby horse is forgot" (Hamlet, 2 N.R.O. Clayton MSS. 1-4 quoted in N. P. & 
Act III, Se. 2). P. Vol. I, No. 6, p. 44. 
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Although exploitation of the Northampton Sands' ironstone at Corby now seems an 
inevitable and logical stage in the general evolution of the British iron and steel industry, the 
events at the time often showed a less obvious pattern. The acquisition of the Corby site and 
surrounding ore reserves in 1920, for instance, came incidentally through the purchase of a 
West Midlands' firm which had recently taken over Lloyds Ironstone Company. Three years 
earlier the steel tube giant actually refused the approach of Lloyds Ironstone Company seeking 
to achieve for itself a logical link-up. Even more surprising was the acquisition of the North 
Lincolnshire Iron Company in 1918 and the persistence in the 1920s of the idea that here was the 
site for Stewarts and Lloyds' future capital expansion rather than in Northamptonshire. The 
considerable disadvantages of the North Lincolnshire site with regard to ore, water and power 
supplies as well as rail connections are clearly given by the author in an episode which he calls 
"the first step on the long road to Cor by". Sir Frederick, incidentally, was appointed Stewarts 
and Lloyds' representative at Scunthorpe. 

The essential drama of Corby is seen in the middle chapters dealing with the reports in 
the early 1930s of H. A. Brassert, the American company engaged to survey the locational and 
technical possibilities of rationalising the company's steel tube production in Britain. Extensive 
ore property was the deciding factor which gave Corby a comparative advantage over other 
alternative locations; accordingly the Brassert report of February 1930 recommended a plant of 
625,000 ton steel capacity, costing £5.7M. The financial and industrial climate of the early 1930s, 
however, caused delay and considerable modification to the initial report. Agreement had to be 
achieved with the Bankers Industrial Development Company for the necessary finance, in the 
bargaining for which opposition of unknown strength from other steel manufacturers had to be 
overcome. Moreover, it apparently took time before all Board members within the Company 
itself were convinced by Brassert's proposals. As a result, the original scheme was reduced in 
size-to a steel ingot capacity of 430,000 tons in 1931 and then to 200,000 tons in Brassert's 
Scheme II in 1932, when the project was costed at £3.3M. Only a small part of this figure for 
the approved (November 1932) scheme was borrowed, however, because of the upswing in 
financial and trading conditions, assisted by protection of the government's Import Duties Act 
(February 1932). In fact, the growing confidence and conviction were such that during construction 
the scheme was enlarged to 290,000 tons capacity. The first blast furnace was lit in May 1934 
and by January 1935 the project was regarded nationally as "a symbol of enterprise, high courage 
and progress" (The Times). In October of that year Brassert had produced a scheme to treble 
steel capacity by stages. 

By the outbreak of the second world war Cor by as we know it had been born. In 
seven years Stewarts and Lloyds had erected a large, highly efficient iron and steel plant; they 
had also created a new town. The considerable social costs ,in erecting some 2,000 houses and 
various amenities are described in the two concluding chapters. The generosity of the Company 
in fixing low rents for their tied housing had the inevitable but unfortunate result of severely 
restricting any complementary private development. Coupled with the separate development of 
East Carlton Park for staff housing, the Company unwittingly contributed to Corby's social 
imbalance. 

Equal in length to the text are the 140 pages of valuable appendices, where one can consult 
the full details of relevant historical and technical documents. In the text the occasional comparison 
of proposed fuel-ore details with present technology adds to the readability of the work. From 
the point of view of format, however, an inset to distinguish clearly the frequent and lengthy 
quotations would be an aid. The subject matter itself varies in its relevance to the stated theme. 
Although the Corby plant has to be seen within the context of the company's overall policy, 
there can be little justification for devoting a whole chapter to the Oxfordshire Ironstone Company. 
The final chapter, entitled 'Ancillary Problems', reads as sundry notes on a variety of topics and 
is a poor conclusion to the drama of the preceding pages. In view of the topics covered in the last 
chapter, one might expect some treatment of the extensive recruitment and transfer of labour 
for the large plant. On the debit side also, is the incomplete bibliography. These points apart, 
however, the work is an authoritative review of the formative industrial growth of Corby and 
provides an interesting complement to the existing comprehensive surveys of the British iron 
and steel industry. D. C. D. PococK. 
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