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THE NORTHAMPTON CHAMBER OF TRADE 

BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS 
W. Mark & Co. (1935) Ltd. 

'Phone 

(Established 1745) - - 27 The Drapery - 39400 

BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 
W. E. Cockerill & Sons Ltd. 7 Milton Street 33429 

BUILDING SOCIETIES 
Anglia Building Society - 85 Abington Street 34800 
Northampton & Midlands 

Building Society - 60 Gold Street- - 37422 

BUTCHERS 

' Phone 
MEN'S & BOYS' OUTFITTERS 
Berrills - - - - - 20-22 Abington Sq. 38973 

MOTOR ENGINEERS 
Beard & Son 

(Motor Engineers) Ltd. 34-42 Abington Av. 35455/6 

NEWSAGENTS & TOBACCONISTS 
AUTOMATIC CATERING 
Sidney Childs - - - 332 Wellingboro' Rd. 37986 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT & TYPEWRITERS 

G. J. Douglas - -

CHEMISTS 
Philadelphus Jeyes 

12 Abington Square 39208 Bransons (Northants) - 34 St. Gi/es Street 36708 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
H. Cooper & Son - - - 8 George Row- 36849 

& Co. Ltd. - 6 The Drapery 34335 
PRINTERS 
Guildhall Press CHINA STORES 

Church's China Stores If The Parade 38082 (Northampton) Ltd. - St. Katherine's St. 37734 

CONFECTIONERS 
J. Lawrence & Co. 35 St. Gi/es Street 

J. Stevenson Holt- - - 20 Newland - - 36747 
Mercury Press (Northamp-

37939 ton Mercury Co. Ltd.) The Parade 34777 

CORSETRY SPECIALISTS 
Contessa (TheCorsetShop) 63a Abington Street 38346 

DEPARTMENTA-L STORES 
Northampton Co-operative 

Xpres Printers Ltd. - - 18-22 Bearward St. 38703 

RADI 0 & TELEVISI 0 N 
County Radio Co., - - 22-24St.LeonardsRd. 61946 
F. A. Goode Ltd. - - - 5 Towcester Road- 61201 

30 Kingsley Park Ter. 39139 
Society Ltd. - - - - 64 Abington Street 34866 I Oa Harborough Rd. 38247 

FINE ART DEALERS 
Service Factory Rothersthorpe Cres. 62591 

York Studios Gallery REMOVAL & STORAGE CONTRACTORS 
(Prop.: John A. Tysom) 20 York Road- - 31509 Hamp & Sons Ltd. 32 Sheep Street - 39566 

FIREPLACE MANUFACTURERS RESTAURANTS 
A. Bell & Co. Ltd. 

FLORISTS 

Kingsthorpe Works 37501 Lawrence's Coffee Shop - 37 St. Gi/es Street 37939 

Jack Haddon Ltd. - 51 St. Gi/es Street 
31368 RUBBER & SPORTS GOODS 
33024 Allison's Rubber Co. - - 43 St. Giles Street 35487 

FRUIT, VEGETABLES, GROCERY & 
FROZEN FOODS 

Gordons - - - - - 58 St. Gi/es Street 36343 

HOUSE FURNISHERS 
Hemmings Brothers f 26 Abington Square}32334 

(Northampton) Ltd. L 27 York Road 30849 
Jeffery Sons & Co. Ltd. - Gold Street - - 39351 
Phi I lips's 

Northampton Ltd.- - 15 Abington Street 37446/7 
A. Watts & Sons Ltd. - 80 Abington Street 38212 

INSURANCE 

Motorway Insurance .} 15 Wood Street 
(Brokers) Ltd. - -

LADIES' OUTFITTERS 
Dust Northampton Ltd.- 18 St. Gi/es Street 

{
3500:> 

- 32107 

36008 

SHOE RETAILERS 
W. H. Bonham 

(Established 1856) - - 33 St. Gi/es Street 361.47 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 
Wiggins & Co. Ltd. I 

(Incorporating ~ 
G. T. Du rant) - - -J {

36258 
6 Abington Street 36259 

36766 
Towcester 423 

Wellingboro' 2136 

WATCHMAKERS & JEWELLERS 
E. Brugger - - - - - 8 Abington Square 34367 
A. E. Prouse & Son - - 64 St. Gi/es Street 39484 

WOOL, ART NEEDLEWORK & BABY WEAR 
A. & J. Edmunds - 36 St. Gi/es Street 37768 
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Aquascutum and the Brevet-Major 

~ 

* 1 9 6 6 

THE QUEEN'S AWARD 
TO INDUSTRY 

Makers offme clothes since 1851 

On the 28th November, 1854, Gerald Goodlake won the V.C. He had 
raised the curtain on the Battle of Inkerman when he opened fire on 
Soimonoff 's men. The story has it that during a skirmish at Windmill 
Ravine, he and his sergeant were cut off. They took cover, only to find 
themselves completely surrounded. To their surprise the enemy paid them 
no attention: in their long grey coats the Russians mistook them for their 
own compatriots. With superb aplomb they marched with the Czar's 
troops until they could make a d1sh for their own lines. 

The coat worn by Brevet-Major (later General) Goodlake was made 
by Aquascutum and is still preserved at Newstead Abbey. Today, 
Aquascutum export fine clothing all over the world from seven different 
factories. They have been manufacturing in Northamptonshire since the 
turn of the century and now employ some 1,000 people at their factories 
in Kettering and Corby. Only long experience permits Aquascutum so 
well to combine traditional craftsmanship with flair for fashion. 

Aquascutum 
(MANUFACTURERS) LIMITED 

TRAFALGAR RD., KETTERING Telephone: 4467-8 

The big breakfast from the 
big wheat country 

A good honest plateful of W eetabix and 
milk. Whole-wheat goodness, with all its 
protein and energy value. That's the stuff to 
start a busy morning-something really 
nourishing! 

Everyone can begin the day better on a crisp, 
tasty Weetabix breakfast. The breakfast big in 

weetabiiheatCountty. 
Helps give square-meal nourishment. 
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GEORGE 0SBALDESTON ( 1787 -1866) 

OuR cover illustration shows a portrait of one of the most famous sportsmen of the nineteenth 
century, George Osbaldeston, who lived at Pitsford Hall, where he was Master of the Pytchley 
Hounds 1827-34. The picture is by Benjamin Marshall. Below the picture hangs an inscription: 

A FIRST-RATE SHOT 

The portrait is that of GEORGE OSBALDESTON, Esq., "No man is better known on the turf, and few 
better calculated to shine in his bit of scarlet by the dark woodside. Nor in the tented field, with bat in hand. 
-At the 'Board of Green Cloth' too where the billiard balls fly true and swiftly, he rarely or ever meets his 
match, and at the round table will he take his seat occasionally, and cry 'seven's the main.'-Our Hero gives 
similar reasons for being drawn in trowsers to the Hero Wellington against the Reform Bill-'they work well' 
at least for me. NELL the pointer is one of the handsomest ever seen; her bringing up perfect, as is her 
symetry; and her finding the game truly astonishing. PEG the retriever has her excellences also. If a bird 
is brought to the ground by depriving it of the power of flying it must come to bag". Sporting Magazine, 
October, 1831. 

A Yorkshireman, George Osbaldeston was known universally as "The Squire". Guy Paget 
in his History of the Pytchley and Althorp Hunt, 1937, says of him (p. 126), "Blessed with a fine 
physique, he was cursed with that terdble form of vanity which is not content with self satisfaction, 
but must have, at any costs, the plaudits of the mob ... he excelled most people at most things, 
but at no one thing, everybody . . . the Squire was short, and plain featured; to look at, no one 
who did not know him would have supposed him to be other than a professional huntsman or a 
jockey ... he hunted at least five different countries, and "left a stink behind him in everyone" 
... Never being really at home among his equals, he chose as his intimates, men from the lower 
strata of society, and endeavoured to out-match them at their own game, with disastrous results, 
for he lost both his money and his reputation. His bull-dog courage, whether fighting, betting or 
riding, won him a great following in the country, and a good press . . . In one thing he certainly 
had no superior, if any equal. He had the best pack of hounds in England". When he was Master 
of the Pytchley, he fell into the brook at the Grand Northamptonshire Steeplechase, which took 
place near Cottesbrooke. "This he does not mention in his autobiography; but-he does give an 
account of his successful return match, in which he, on Pilot, rode against Captain Ross, on 
Polecat, from Kelmarsh to Waterloo, a very formidable line of country" (Paget, op. cit.). 

This event was also celebrated in verse by the Pitsford tailor, Rigby. Sir Charles !sham 
copied the poem into his copy of Pierce Egan's Book of Sports, dedicated to Osbaldeston, and, so 
far as this writer is aware, it has never been printed before. It is here printed, as it may be of 
interest to some of our sporting readers : 

'Tis of a noble steeple-chase, 
Which made Meltonians cross 
'Tween Squire Osbaldeston, and noted Cap.n Ross. 

The Captain took the lead 
The Squire laughed at that 
And said "my noble Pilot sha'nt be beat by a polecat". 

Then sing of Osbaldeston 
Who is a sportsman crack 
He's always in his glory when with his noble pack. 

When to the loatland brook they came 
Bold pilot showed his name 
and Polecat in an instant was stinking in the drain 
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Tom Smith rode at a distance 
Jack Step hens * kept the pace 
And showed the Squire's cattle could throw dirt in Ross' face 
The Squire won the race 
His friends were satisfied 
Bold Pilot beat the Polecat and cowed his varmint pride 
He's eager now for hunting 
Says "Sportsmen let us go 
And draw that furzen covert what's called Waterloo" 

By Rigby 
*Jack Stephens (Huntsman) The Pitsford Tailor 

Ap.29. 1832. 

This is not the place to speak of Squire Osbaldeston's other exploits, but mention must 
be made of his "Herculean Match" at Newmarket, where for a thousand sovereigns, he wagered 
to ride for two hundred miles in ten successive hours, and actually completed the distance in 
eight hours and thirty-nine minutes. He fought a duel with Lord George Bentick in 1831. He was, 
like his fellow-sportsman, Jack Mytton, for a time a Member of Parliament, and sat for East 
Retford from 1812 to 1818, but it is probable that, like Mytton (who only attended once), he 
found the proceedings of little interest. Finally, he is one of the only purely sporting characters to 
find a place in The Dictionary of National Biography. It is, perhaps, somewhat ironical, that Squire 
Osbaldeston's old home at Pitsford, is now occupied by the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, 
who run a school for girls there, mainly of Polish origin. 

G.I. 

NoTE. East Retford is now in the Bassetlaw Constituency, where there was a recent close-run bye-election. 

The 
Ladies' Exclusive 

Fashion House 

YOUR COMPLETE 
OUTFIT FOR EVERY 

OCCASION 

Personal attention our 
Speciality in relaxed 

picturesque 16th century 
surroundings 

22 High Street South, Rushden, Northants (on A6) Tel. 2666 
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THE TRESHAM MONUMENT 

READERS will recall that last year our cover illustration was of Sir Thomas Tresham's tomb in 
Rushton parish church, and that we stated that it was hoped to restore the monument. This has 
now been done by Miss Inge Norholt, at the cost of the Sovereign and Military Order of Malta 
(British Association), and the Venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem. 

It was discovered that the coats of arms had never been painted, so it was decided to leave 
them as they were, but to hang near the monument a coloured achievement of the arms, and this 
work has been done by Mr. Bruce Bailey. 

At the joint service of Commemoration held at Rushton on 9 October, 1968 the address 
was given by Sir Harry Luke, the Bailiff of Egle, and our readers may be interested to read what 

he said. Our thanks are due to the Northamptonshire Evening Telegraph for making the address 
and photograph of the cleaned monument available. 

"During two of the most disturbing centuries of English history-the period which included 
the Wars of the Roses, the Reformation and the Civil War, a period when to attain eminence in the 
state was also attended by great hazards-the Treshams played a great part not only in this part 
of England but also in the affairs of the nation. 

"An earlier Sir Thomas Tresham was Speaker of the House of Commons and was executed 
by King Edward IV, and of his grandson-the man we are commemorating today-it is hardly too 
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much to say that he deflected, at all events for a time, the history not only of our Order but that 
of England itself. 

"As regards the Order of St. John, the course he took in helping to place Mary Tudor on 
the throne, no doubt influenced her to repress her father's suppression of the Priory of England 
and to appoint Thomas Tresham to be its Prior; and although Queen Elizabeth, when she succeeded 
Mary, undid her sister's work of the restoration, she was mindful of the fact that had Tresham not 
supported Mary, she herself would never have reigned. So she left Thomas Tresham in the enjoy
ment of his title and of his seat in the House of Lords, senior to all the Lay Barons. 

"He died a year later, perhaps FELIX OPPORTUNITATE MORTIS. 

"The skilful restoration of Thomas Tresham's beautiful monument is an act of piety towards 
a great Englishman and a great Knight; it is also a service rendered to art and history, for it is said 
to be the only one in the country representing a Hospitaller in the exact habit, as well as being one 
of the rare recumbent figures in this country, fashioned in alabaster. 

"And one of the most satisfactory things about it is that its restoration has been accomplished 
largely through the co-operation of the Venerable Order with its Confreres of the British Associa
tion of the Sovereign Military Order. That this service of commemoration should be held today in 
this Anglican parish church of pre-reformation origin in the presence of and with the co-operation 
of both Orders is yet another example of that growing-togetherness, which is one of the happiest 
features of the contemporary history of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem." 

The Sculptors of the Tresham Tomb. The monument displays a number of characteristics 
of the work of Gabriel and Thomas Royley, or Roiley, of Burton-on-Trent, the most popular 
tomb-makers in the West Midlands during the first half of the 16th century. 

TIMSONS LIMITED 
Known the World over for 

ROTARY PRINTING MACHINES 

Presses made in 

KETTERING 
are now working in 

FORTY-EIGHT 
COUNTRIES 

TIMSONS LIMITED, KETTERING AND LONDON 

B.A.B. 
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THE WASHINGTONS AND STONEHENGE 

SIR GYLES· !SHAM has kindly informed me that there is a seventeenth century book in the library 
at Lamport Hall which alludes to the Washingtons' ownership of Stonehenge in the days of the 
Stuarts (vide infra). This highly romantic circumstance has had very little attention paid to it. 
However, it appears that the wealthy Sir Lawrence Washington of Garsdon, Wilts. (grandson of 
Lawrence of Sulgrave) acquired the manor of West (or Little) Amesbury, Wilts., including the 
site of Stonehenge, in the years 1628-32 (see the Rev. F. H. Manley, "The Washington Memorials 
at Garsdon", Wiltshire Notes and Queries, 1911, pp. 341-42). In the boundaries of the manor of 
Amesbury Earls, examined on Monday, 5 August, 1639, mention is made of the several fishings 

GARSDON MANOR 

of Sir Lawrence Washington and of "Stonage" (Stonehenge) down, parcel of West Amesbury, 
Sir Lawrence Washington's Hold. The M.I. in East Horndon church, Essex to Martha (Wash
ington), Lady Tyrrell refers to her as "daughter of the worshipful Sir Laurence Washington of 
Stonage, Knt". Sir Lawrence's son, the last Lawrence Washington, in his will, dated 14 January, 
1661-62, bequeathed an annual rent of £40 for life out of the testator's lands in West Amesbury, 
alias Little Amesbury, to his "cozen" John Washington, son of Sir John Washington ofThrapston, 
Northants. (P.C.C. 73 Laud). And evidently Stonehenge and West Amesbury descended to this 
Lawrence's daughter and heiress, Elizabeth Washington, who in December, 1671 married Sir 
Robert Shirley, 8th Lord F errers of Chartley (created 1st Earl F errers). 

The Washingtons of Garsdon were cousins of the !shams of Lamport, Sir Lawrence 
Washington and Sir John I sham having married sisters; and in the contemporary Diary of Thomas 
!sham (afterwards 3rd Baronet of Lamport), under date of 30 December, 1671, it is noted that 
"that noble woman, our cousin Wassington's daughter, was married to Sir Robert Shirley". In 
the Lamport library there is preserved a first edition of "The most notable Antiquity of Great 
Britain vulgarly called Stone-Heng", by Inigo Jones, Esq., Architect General to the late King 
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( 1655); and on the flyleaf of this book has been written "Stone-Heng belongs to the Washingtons 
p. 107''. On this page Inigo }ones wrote that in Henry VIII's time a metal plate was found, not 
far from this Antiquity, "engraved with divers strange characters", which was neglected and lost. 
He thought that some such things might be found to give a clue to the men who built it. "Where
fore, I advise mine honoured friend, Laurence Washington, Esq.,1 in whose demeasnes this 
Antiquity stands, to whom I am much obliged, for his friendly notice of what things have been 
there of late years digged up, that he would be solicitous upon any search made there, to enquire 
after them, and if any found not to neglect, or curiously conceal them, but preserve and willingly 
produce the same". Inigo J ones thought that Stonehenge was anciently a temple dedicated to 
Coelus, built by the Romans! 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

1 There is a tradition that Inigo Jones designed Garsdon, which his "friend" Lawrence Washington rebuilt, 
but the existing building shows a house that cannot possibly be by Inigo J ones. 

BLAZE AT BUCKBY: A SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE 

Since the publication of my article "Blaze at Buckby" in the previous issue of North
amptonshire Past and Present (Vol. IV No. 2), more information has come to hand on the decline 
of woolcombing and weaving and the rise of shoemaking at Long Buckby. 

In the Northamptonshire section of the census report for 1821 (p. 223), it is stated in a 
footnote to the entry for Long Buck by that "The greater part of the families in the second column 
of occupations [i.e. families chiefly employed in trade, manufactures, or handicrafts] were brought 
up in the woollen manufactory, which a few years back flourished in the village . . . but that 
trade having failed, nearly the whole are maintained by agricultural labour". 

The 1823-4 edition of Pigot & Co.'s London and Provincial New Commercial Directory 
contains no reference to Long Buckby. The 1830 edition, however, carries a brief section on the 
village, in which it is stated that "the principal trades there are malting and the manufacture of 
shoes" (p. 610). 

An analysis of the registers at Long Buckby shows that between 1813 and 1820, out of 
208 children baptized in the parish church, seven had fathers who were woolcombers, one had a 
father who was a weaver, and ten had fathers who were shoemakers. Between 1821 and 1830 the 
figures were 274, one, none, .and seventeen respectively. At the census of 1841, out of 539 males 
aged 20 years and over who were recorded by the enumerators at Long Buckby, 94 (17o/0 ) were 
stated to be shoemakers (Home Office Papers, 107-800). Four woolcombers were also recorded, 
but no weavers. 

From the above extracts and figures, the inference may be drawn that woolcombing and 
weaving had lost most of their former significance at Long Buckby by 1820, and that during the 
next ten years shoemaking assumed an important place in the economic life of the village. 

Most of the shoemakers at Long Buckby during the period 1820-50 probably worked for 
firms domiciled at Daventry, five miles to the south-west. (An analysis of the baptismal registers 
at Daventry parish church suggests that shoe manufacturing had been firmly established in that 
town by 1820.) It was recorded in 1936 that the father of an old man who was then living in Long 
Buckby had once worked for a "Mr. Balderson" of Daventry, and that from November 1848 to 
March 1849 there had been much distress in the village when Messrs. Stead & Simpson 
temporarily closed their Daventry premises (essay on Long Buck by sponsored by the Northants. 
County Federation of Women's Institutes: printed copy at Northampton Public Library). William 
Balderson is listed as a wholesale shoe manufacturer at Daventry in various directories issued 
between 1830 and 1850. Messrs. Stead & Simpson, a firm which was founded at Leeds in 1834, 
opened branch premises in Daventry during the 1840s. 

VICTOR A. HATLEY. 
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THE FOOTWEAR INDUSTRY OF THE EAST MIDLANDS 

by DR. P. R. MOUNFIELD 

Department of Geography, University of Nottingham, 10s. 
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This book is made up of five articles which were first published in the East Midland 
Geographer journal, and which summarise the author's doctoral thesis on the development of the 
shoe industry in Northamptonshire and Leicestershire from medieval times to the early nineteen
sixties. The text is supplemented by maps and diagrams. 

Readers of Northamptonshire Past and Present are likely to be most interested in articles 
2 and 3 which deal with the Northamptonshire shoe industry before 1911. Unfortunately Dr. 
Mounfield makes little use of primary source material (e.g. parish registers, militia lists, contem
porary newspapers) but sticks resolutely to what other people have written on his subject. The 
result is that he does not say much that is original, but it would be unfair not to add that this book 
will be useful to anybody who wants a convenient survey of the history of shoe manufacturing 
in Northamptonshire. 

VICTOR A. HATLEY. 

SHELL GUIDE TO NORTHAMPTONSHIRE & THE SOKE OF PETERBOROUGH 

by LADY }ULIET SMITH. Faber, 21s. 1968 

This is one of the freshest, most attractive and convenient books on Northamptonshire 
available today. It cannot fail to please anyone who handles it. If I had to vote a 'best buy' or 
'value for money' among Northamptonshire books, this would be my choice. 

To begin with, the volume has a very large number of illustrations, and these are not only 
of high quality but are also 'new', not the old faithfuls which are so often served up to us. I 
especially like the photography of John and Edward Piper, who have managed to capture the 
atmosphere and attractiveness of many buildings-something known to those of us who live in 
the county, but difficult to convey to anyone who does not. Many visitors will be drawn to the 
county by the illustrations alone. 

The text shows signs of Lady Juliet's enthusiasms and dislikes. Only occasionally is she 
afraid to commit herself and make do with a 'pleasant' or 'simple'. Of course, these enthusiasms 
and dislikes are her own, and I, for one, do not always entirely agree with her. I would not dismiss 
the stained glass in Bar by church as 'murky', since it represents the best series of windows by 
C. E. Kempe in the county, and his colours and draughtsmanship are always worth looking at. 
I was delighted to find Lady Juliet enthusing over 17th and 18th century church monuments, 
in which Northamptonshire is especially rich, and not only are they described in the text but 
many have fine illustrations as well. Unfortunately the publishers have managed to caption 
wrongly a number of the illustrations-the Carey monument at Stowe is given the date 1720 
when it should be 1620, and the Dove monument at Upton near Peterborough is stated as belonging 
to the Knightley family. The gazetteer is a straightforward alphabetical arrangement, though one 
looks in vain for Easton Maudit and there may be difficulty in finding the village of Old since it 
appears under its former name Wold and receives no reference in the index. The index is not 
really an index at all, but a reference list from names to headings in the gazetteer. It would have 
been good to have had something just a little more useful. In any case, it is almost inevitable in a 
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book of this nature for small things to go wrong, and I understand that Lady J uliet was rather 
hurried into print, which may account for these imperfections. 

However, the county stands greatly in debt to Lady Juliet for providing, at last, a book 
which we can proudly give to those who ask "But is there anything worth seeing in Northampton
shire?". Here we have a splendid and remarkably cheap way of showing that there is. 

B.A.B. 

REVOLUTION POLITICKS, THE CAREER OF DANIEL FINCH, 
SECOND EARL OF NOTTINGHAM 

by HENRY HoRWITZ. C.U.P. 65s. 

Recent years have seen the reappraisal of several late Stuart statesmen, including Godolphin, 
Sunderland and Danby. Professor Horwitz has now made a useful addition to this list by his book 
on Nottingham. Nottingham has not been a favourite among historians, and even Professor 
Horwitz is not able to make him a very human figure. Indeed, the human side of the subject has 
been virtually ignored in favour of the political. He says with truth that "unlike the libertine 
St. John, his private life reflected his public professions of devout orthodoxy", but there is very 
little about that private life in this volume; his devotion to his two wives, his enormous family, 
his building of the great house at Burley-on-the-Hill, and his periods of retirement there. This 
would have relieved and explained the political career of Nottingham. 

The title of the book, however, explains its narrower purpose, "Revolution Politicks"; 
and, by using a mass of unpublished sources, as well as the usual printed material, the author 
has been able to explain the political life of Nottingham in a way that has never before been even 
attempted. He proves that Nottingham was "a man of principle" in a sense that few politicians 
were (or are?), and his main principle was to secure the Church of England, as established by law, 
from all attacks on it, whether by Catholic or Protestant Dissenters. In his younger days, he saw 
the threat as coming from the former body with the prospect, which indeed materialised, of a 
Papist heir. In these circumstances, he wanted to make the Church more comprehensive, and 
was wil1ing to make ritual concessions. This was Nottingham, the author of the Toleration Act 
of 1689. Later on, when the Dissenters were joined with the Whigs, he was the promoter of the 
Bill against Occasional Conformity, whereby Dissenters by an occasional resort to the Sacrament 
in an Anglican church, freed themselves from legal impediments to office. This is in contrast to 
the free-thinking St. John and his cynical promotion of the Schism Act. Nottingham was prepared 
to co-operate with the Whigs even, in the early days of Queen Anne's reign to prosecute the war 
with France, although he was critical of the conduct of that war by Marlborough and Godolphin. 
He was especially critical of a major effort in the Low Countries, and some of his letters recall the 
talk in the last war about "the soft under-belly of Europe". He was a firm supporter of Dr. 
Sacheverell, but an opponent of Harley, when he, at last, was able to form a Tory Ministry. An 
opponent of the Peace of Utrecht, and even more of a commercial treaty with France, he was 
suspicious that Harley would bring in the Pretender, and his steady support of the Protestant 
succession might have earned him more gratitude than he received from George I. 

The Dutch agent who wrote that Nottingham had persuaded himself that outside the 
Church of England there was no salvation, may have exaggerated a little, but not much. No 
wonder that, as an old man, in retirement at Burley "he was often 'haunted' by 'anxious thoughts' 
about the new world he had helped to shape". 

Professor Horwitz's industry, powers of observation, and political judgement, have made 
his book a very valuable one; and, if, owing to his prescribed limits, this is not the entire explan
ation of Nottingham, his political career is here dealt with in a complete and satisfactory manner. 

Among the extensive MS. sources consulted were the Buccleuch and !sham MSS. at the 
Northamptonshire Record Office, as well as the Finch-Hatton MSS. which belong to the present 
Earl of Winchilsea, which are also at Delapre. 

G.I. 
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