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NINETEENTH CENTURY NASEBY FARM WoRKERS 

THE village ofNaseby is probably best remembered in history as the site of the famous Civil War 
Battle, which took place on 14th June, 1645, and which led to the defeat of the Royalists by the 
Parliamentarians. However, by the final quarter of the nineteenth century memories of those 
violent days might have been thought to be well behind the villagers of Naseby-who numbered 
at the time of the 1871 Census of Population some 693 souls.1 Naseby is a large, scattered parish, 
which was in the early 1870s primarily under the ownership of Viscount Clifden (the lord of the 
manor, who was a minor) and GeorgeAshby, a Justice of the Peace. The occupation of the majority 
of the inhabitants was connected with agriculture, and for the mass of the villagers this meant 
agricultural labour; at the time of the 1861 Census, 175 men out of the total male population of 
421 recorded, were engaged in agricultural labour, and a number of the older, retired men were 
shown as former agricultural labourers. The preponderance of labourers is emphasized when it 

. is appreciated that the 421 included not only old men unable to work but also children too young 
to do so.2 

Nevertheless, anyone who might have thought that these nineteenth century inhabitants of 
Naseby had forgotten the Civil War and the spirit of radicalism which had characterised that 
period over two hundred years before, would have been much mistaken.3 They had retained a 
considerable spirit of independence, and this made them ready and eager to participate in the 
upthrust of agricultural trade unionism which occurred in 1872, and which found its most concrete 
form in the creation of a National Agricultural Labourers' Union at Leamington, at the end of 
May, 1872. Naseby branch of the N.A.L.U. was established in the early days of the movement, 
and became affiliated to the Market Harborough (later known as the Northampton) district of the 
Union; Joseph Linnett acted as branch Chairman and George Cox as the Secretary.4 

The links with the radical past of Naseby were, however, not merely vague ideals. The 
agricultural trade unionists were proud of their connection, and from as early as October, 1874, 
reference was made at their meetings to the Battle and its outcome. On 13th October in that year 
the branch organized a public meeting, which was prefaced by the Northampton band parading 
the village (followed by branch members), and then by a tea, attended by about 220 people, which 
was held in 'a large booth'. This had been erected by the fifty-two-year-old landlord of the 
Fitzgerald Arms, Mr. Martin, who was a strong supporter of the agricultural labourers' move
ment. At the public meeting which followed, John Loveday, a Radical building contractor from 
Kibworth, in Leicestershire, took the chair, and declared that it afforded him "much pleasure to 

1 The total population size had diminished from 
an absolute peak of 889 reached in 1841. This was 
partly because opportunities for migration had be
come easier with the development of the railways in 
Northamptonshire, and partly because growing urban 
employment opened to workers the possibility of 
finding new types of occupation. By 1901 the popu
lation had fallen even further-to 476. 1901 Census 
Report. 

2 1861 Census Return for Naseby, Public Record 
Office, R.G.9.948. A number of the women were 
shown as net embroideresses. It is interesting to note 
that even in 1792, before the enclosure of Naseby 
was carried out, there were said to be 'many labourers' 
employed in the village. Rev. John Mastin, The 
History and Antiquities of Naseby (1792), p. 15. 

3 John Vincent in his Formation of the Liberal Party 
1857-68 (1966), p. xxix, underlines this when he 
suggests that political attitudes in the 1860s "had 
nothing to do with the industrial revolution, much to 
do with the Civil War". Such a view may perhaps 
over-estimate the importance of the Civil War, but 
it does indicate that events and prejudices which 
arose over two hundred years previously could seem 
relevant in the second half of the nineteenth century. 

4 At the time of the 1861 Census Return, Joseph 
Linnett was a ploughboy of 15 years of age, and 
George Cox a thirty-six year old agricultural labourer. 
Public Record Office, R.G.9.948. Ten years later 
Linnett was married-to a wife considerably older 
than himself-and was employed as an agricultural 
labourer. 
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meet with so many ... especially .•. at Naseby, where Cromwell contested the divine right 
of kings". 5 

Nevertheless, it was in the year 1875 and for the remainder of the 1870s that the Union 
branch decided to celebrate officially the outcome of the Naseby battle.6 Partly at the instigation 
of the N .A.L. U. President, J oseph Arch, it was decided to hold a popular demonstration on the 
actual anniversary of the battle, namely 14th June. Before the first meeting was held in 1875 the 
branch inserted an advertisement in the Labourers' Union Chronicle, which was the N.A.L.U.'s 
organ, announcing details of the procession and meetings which were to be held-and declaring 
that the band and company were to meet the speakers at 'Cromwell's Obelisk at 12.30 p.m.'7 (The 
obelisk was actually only erected in the early 1820s to commemorate the battle; it owed its existence 
to the Fitzgerald family, and it was they who, in 1855, sold Naseby manor to the Clifdens). 

When the day of the meeting arrived it was claimed that "not less than 2,000 labourers 
with their wives" attended-some coming in carriers' carts from the surrounding villages to 
supplement the local Naseby contingent. The scene was obviously one of considerable excitement, 
and all business in the village was suspended for the day. 

After Joseph Arch and his fellow unionists had assembled at the obelisk, they were escorted, 
with bands playing, into a meadow near the Church, where a rough platform had been erected 

-for the speakers, and where the meeting was to be held. Proceedings commenced with the singing 
of some verses from 'B nionism and Patriotism', a union song which asked "the tillers of the soil 
never to rest until they got a fair day's pay for their work". Then the chairman of the meeting 
read out two petitions, which the audience were asked to sign. One requested Parliament for an 
extension of the franchise to the county householder, and the other referred "to the monstrous 
grievance of the present Game Laws". These demands were underlined in a speech later made by 
Joseph Arch, and the meeting concluded with the singing of "an original song relating to the 
battle of Naseby" !8 

The success of this meeting was such that in the following years similar demonstrations 
were held-in 1876, for example, the subject of Arch's address was, "The Battle for Civil and 
Religious Liberty". Most of the other demonstrations followed this pattern, although during the 
one in 1879 a collection was made on behalf of farm workers locked out in the Sawston district of 
Cambridgeshire. On this occasion the sum of 18s. 4d. was obtained. After 1880, however, with the 
general decline in N.A.L.U. membership the practice of holding the special June meetings seems 
to have ceased, even though the Naseby branch itself continued to function quite actively. 

Naseby's contribution to agricultural trade unionism was, of course, considerably more 
than the mere holding of annual demonstrations. The members showed considerable initiative 
from the very beginning. For example, in May, 1875, they sent their own representatives to a 
demonstration held in London in support of a proposed Franchise Bill. This was quite separate 
from the delegation sent by the Market Harborough district as a whole, and the cost of the venture 
was met by all adult members paying a levy of 6d. each, and all 'half' members, i.e. the boys 
between the ages of 13 and 17, 3d. It was decided that if the expenditure exceeded the sum thus 

5 Labourers' Union Chronicle, 24 October, 1874. 
6 At this point it is worth noting that Naseby 

radicalism had not been accompanied by any lawless
ness in the early years of the century, when unrest 
could-and did-exist in many areas. In the latter 
months of 1830, for example, when the 'Swing' riots 
were taking place among agricultural workers, there 
are no records of Naseby labourers participating in 
them. The nearest case which has been discovered 
was at Brixworth, where Thos. Murden was com
mitted to the County gaol "for refusing to desist from 
calling together the labourers of Brixworth by bell, 
whereby a breach of the peace was expected". North-

ampton Mercury, 11 December, 1830. Even earlier
in 1821-22, when the negotiations for enclosure were 
taking place in connection with Naseby-there are 
no accounts of unlawful measures being taken to 
oppose the enclosure. 

7 J oseph Arch and the other speakers were in fact 
collected by Mr. Martin of the Fitzgerald Arms from 
Market Harborough, and were boarded by him, free 
of charge, on the night of the demonstration. On the 
following day, he carried his support even further by 
taking them as far as the nearby village of Guils
borough, where they were again to address meetings. 

8 Midland Free Press, 19 June, 1875. 
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obtained, then it was to be met from the branch's incidental fund established to meet just such 
unexpected financial disbursements. 9 

Then, again, in March and July, 1874, meetings were held to collect funds for men locked 
out by farmers not only in Northamptonshire but also in the Eastern Counties, where there was 
at this time a tremendous tussle taking place between the farmers and the unionists. Altogether 
the sum of £1 1s. was collected on these occasions-quite a considerable sacrifice for men whose 
own wages were normally only barely sufficient to meet their needs.10 It is also interesting to note 
that at the earlier meeting two women joined the branch-although in accordance with the 
N.A.L.U.'s policy of discouraging female agricultural workers, women members were, strictly 
speaking, not supposed to be admitted. 

However, it was in matters of self-help, outside the union's immediate province of obtaining 
improved wages and conditions of employment, that Naseby farm workers and their wives showed 
themselves most active. Virtually alone of all the N.A.L.U. branches in the Midland counties, 
Naseby branch not only decided to establish a Friendly Society to provide sickness benefits, 
medical aid and funeral payments for their members but-and this was the step which marked 
them out from the rest-in 1876 they actually registered this Society as a separate entity with the 
Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies, under the Friendly Society legislation.11 The Society was 
actually formed during February, 1875, with George Cox, the Union branch secretary, as its 

. secretary, and his house acted as the official headquarters.12 All members of the Naseby branch of 
the N.A.L.U. were eligible to join-together with their wives-provided that they were in good 
health at the time of entry. Contributions to the Society had to be remitted regularly 'every fourth 
Monday night', and strict rules were laid down as to the conduct of members. For example, no 
member was to receive relief for any sickness, accident or infirmity "caused by immorality or 
intoxication, or engaging in any quarrel or unlawful pursuit"; again, "any member giving another 
the lie, or disobeying the presiding officer, or using any provoking expression in Committee or 
hours (of meeting), to be fined 1s.; or any member striking another in Committee, to be fined Ss. 
for each offence". 

By the end of 1877, in a statement submitted to the Chief Registrar, the society claimed a 
membership of 44 and total assets of £82.13 Two years later, at the end of 1879, however, member
ship had declined to 40, and total assets to £67. During the course of that year the Society's 
receipts had amounted to £26 and its benefit expenditure to £12. · 

At the end of the following year the situation seemed even less satisfactory, in so far as 
membership had fallen to 39, and, more seriously, total assets had also fallen, as current annual 
receipts of £22 were more than counterbalanced by total current expenditure· of £26. This unfor
tunate tendency was perhaps due to the fact that the Society charged uniform monthly contri
butions of 1s. for all ages of entry, unlike the position in the big national Friendly Societies.14 

Naturally, the older members were more likely to be a drain on the funds than younger ones, and 
if the Society's rules failed to take this into account, then declining total assets would appear to 
have been inevitable in the long run. This was especially so since the benefit paid was Ss. per week 

9 Labourers' Union Chronicle, 21 April, 1875. 
10 Speakers at the March meeting included the 

delegate for the Market Harborough district, an ex
farm worker from Ratley in Warwickshire, named 
Haynes, plus two local men-William Cox and John 
Sparman. William Cox was a thirty-one-year-old 
Naseby agricultural labourer. 

11 This was not Naseby's first venture into the self
help field, of course. Along with other Northampton
shire villages (e.g. Long Buckby), the inhabitants of 
Naseby had established their own co-operative provi
dent grocery store in the village in 1862. By the year 
1870 it had a membership of 35, and receipts for 
goods amounted to £612, as against £522 expended 
in their original purchase; the expenses amounted to 

£16, the liabilities to £95, and the assets to £136. 
The disposable net profit was £49 and the dividend 
declared to members, £33. J. Taylor & Son's North
amptonshire Handbook (1872). 

12 Accounts and Papers, Vol. LXXIV (1881), Report 
of the Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies for 1879. 
The Society was actually registered in July, 1876. 

13 Report of the Chief Registrar of Friendly Socie
ties for 1877. 

14 In addition to this normal contribution, every 
member was required to "pay over to the Secretary 
three-pence annually, on the 8th day of February, 
for his secretaryship. All sick members (were) re
quested to return their bottles when done with to 
the surgeon". Rule 12, Rule Book, F.S.3-299-613. 
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during sickness for the first six months, and 4s. per week for the next six months; funeral benefits 
were £2 per member. The provision that "every member of this Society must pay two years' 
contribution nights before he or she will be entitled to any sick pay or funeral allowance" could 
only postpone the drain on the funds-it could not eliminate it. 

Nevertheless, Naseby's agricultural labourers were not easily discouraged, and the Society 
remained in existence until 1897. During the 1880s, by amendments to its rules, it seemed to 
check for a time some of the imbalance in its income and expenditure. The first amendment was 
registered on 22nd August, 1883, and provided that after a member had received benefit for 
twelve months, "he or she must be clear of the funds for two years before claiming sick pay again, 
and any member having been in receipt of full pay for four successive weeks must be clear of the 
funds for two years from the time he or she declared off", before benefit could again be received.15 

As a result of these measures, by 1885, although membership had fallen to 32,16 total assets had 
risen to £95. Over the five-year period 1881-85 inclusive, total contributions had amounted to 
£110, and total disbursements on account of sickness payments and medical aid to £76. Then, 
despite further amendments to the Rules, calling for an extra payment of 5d. per month per 
member to cover the surgeon's fees and management expenses, the old unfavourable trend had 
set in; by December, 1891, the number of members had fallen yet again-to 22-and total assets 
had once again declined; this time they stood at £SOY Mter this date the Society operated on an 
ever lower key, until 17th November, 1897, when it was officially dissolved. By that time member
ship had fallen to 17 and the funds in hand to £62. Of this sum, about £47 was in the Post Office 
Savings Bank and over £14 in the treasurer's hands. The division of these funds was provided 
for as follows: "Each Member not having received his, or her, 26 weeks full sick pay to receive 
what portion of the same he or she may be entitled to. The remainder to be equally divided 
between all the members". All except one of the surviving members had been a member of the 
society for twenty years. 

It is interesting to note that of the final members, 9 were women-either former agricultural 
workers themselves or the wives or widows of farm workers. On the whole, they proved more 
literate than the men. Of the 15 members who actually signed the Dissolution Certificate, only 
one of the seven women could not sign her own name, but four of the eight men made a mark. 
The dissolution of the Naseby Friendly Society took place just over a year after the official disso
lution of the N.A.L.U. itself, although it is unlikely that these events had any connection with one 
another. The N.A.L.U. had been almost completely moribund in Northamptonshire for a decade. 

This establishment and maintenance of a Friendly Society for over twenty years was, 
however, not the only example of self-help on the part of agricultural trade unionists in Naseby. 
The wives of the farm workers showed themselves anxious not only to join the Friendly Society 
but also to provide some insurance against the financial problems of possible widowhood. In 
1877, when the Northampton district ofthe N.A.L.U. announced the establishment of a Widow's 
Society, to provide 4s. a week for members if they were widows, it was stated that 'Naseby women 
(had) taken up the ... Society in earnest ... '. In each case the member's husband had to be an 
agricultural unionist and had to be in good health when his wife joined, while an entrance fee of 
6d. and a weekly contribution of 2d. were also levied. 

By January, 1879, Naseby branch of the Widows' Society had a membership of 30, and 
was said to be the largest single branch in the whole organization.18 A year later Naseby member
ship still stood at this same figure, but unfortunately the Society itself was not in a very happy 
financial state; it was pointed out that there were 'four widows ... on the funds in two years and 

15 F.S.3-299-613 Public Record Office. The secre
tary at this time was actually Maria Cox, George's 
wife; his cottage remained the official headquarters 
of the Society. 

16 Four of the former members had died, four had 
left for other reasons, and there had been a recruit
ment of one additional member in the period 1881-

85. Accounts and Papers. 
1 7 Accounts and Papers, Vol. LXXIV (1893-94). 

Report of the Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies 
for 1891. 

18 Labourers' Union Chronicle, 1 February, 1879. 
The total membership of the District Widows' 
Society at this time was 130. 
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a half', and if liabilities grew at any faster rate than this, the funds would soon be bankrupted! 
Consequently at a meeting held in July, 1880, it was proposed that either the weekly subscriptions 
should be increased or the benefits paid to widows put on a sliding scale of 4s. a week for one year, 
and then something smaller for the succeeding years.19 Early in January, 1881, a vote was taken 
in favour of the latter resolution, and by December, 1882, it was noted that the situation had 
shown improvement, and that the reserves of the Society had risen from about £86 in January, 
1881, to £150. Unfortunately, this progress proved short-lived, and within two years the Society 
had faded away. 

In addition to these activities, Naseby branch of the N.A.L.U. proved itself active in the 
political field. Mention has already been made of its action in sending its own representatives to 
London for a franchise demonstration in 1875. This was no isolated incident. In May, 1882, for 
example, it-along with almost forty other Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire Union 
branches-organized a petition to Parliament in favour of the proposed Allotments Extension 
Act of 1882, which was designed to make charity lands in the villages available for use as labourers' 
allotments. Naseby's petition had the substantial number of 204 signatures appended to it . 

. Again, a little earlier, in 1877, at the time of the Russo-Turkish War, when there was fear 
of Britain's intervening on the side of Turkey, meetings were held at Naseby-attended by Joseph 
Arch-at which unanimous resolutions were passed in favour of Britain's neutrality in this matter. 

· In that policy the N .A.L. U. leaders were, of course, following the strictly Gladstonian line on the 
question, and there is no doubt that Arch's own close identification with the Liberal Party may 
have been one reason for the Naseby labourers being drawn into this particular affair. 

Finally, in 1880, at the time of the annual celebration in June, a petition was passed in 
favour of "a reform of the Land Laws, abolition of the laws of primogeniture and entail, for the 
repeal of the Game Laws, the abolition of the preferential rights of landlords over other creditors, 
and for an Act facilitating the transfer of land and giving real security for unexhausted improve
ments". This meeting was attended by Northampton Radicals and it seems likely that these 
extensive demands were put forward at their instigation, rather than by the Naseby men on their 
own account. Nevertheless, Naseby workers were loyal to Gladstonian Liberalism, and this was 
ultimately demonstrated in 1886, after the Liberal Party had split over the Irish Home Rule issue. 
A meeting was held by the union branch to discuss the situation in November of that year, and 
a resolution was passed "of confidence in Mr. Gladstone and his Irish policy". This fairly Radical 
Liberalism remained a characteristic of the villagers, and in 1894 at the time of the Parish Council 
elections it is significant to note that three farm workers were elected to the nine-man Council. 20 

Naseby was also a centre of Nonconformity. In 1871, the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel
which had been originally erected in 1825-was restored, and was said to be then capable of 
seating about 200 persons. However, there were, in all, an estimated 400 Methodists in the village, 
and the spirit of Nonconformity which existed, combined with agricultural trade unionism, tended 
to create a rift between some of the villagers and the Church of England.21 In 1878, according to 
the Visitation Return submitted by the incumbent, "the bitter prejudice of dissent united with 
unionism" impeded the work of the Church in the parish.22 Nevertheless, it should be noted that 
the alliance between the N.A.L.U. branch and the Chapel was not always an uninterrupted one. 
In January, 1874, the Labourers' Union Chronicle complained that the unionists had failed to secure 
accommodation for a proposed religious service and meeting, and had been forced to accept 
Mr. Martin's offer of 'his spacious tent'. The report went on: "We find in this place, while some 
professed follower of Him who went about doing good was willing that we should have the chapel 
in consequence of the inclement weather . . . another officious creature, with less grace in his 

19 Labourers' Union Chronicle, 17 July, 1880. 
20 Richard Heath, The Rural Revolution. In the 

Contemporary Review, February, 1895. 
21 Peterborough Diocese, Visitation Return, 1875. 

In 1882 the incumbent informed his Bishop that: 
"Dissent would count 4 to 1 Churchman". Visitati~n 
Return, Northamptonshire Record Office. 

22 Peterborough Diocese, Visitation Return, 1878. 
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heart and no spirit of Christ dwelling within him, forbids the use of the chapel for any service 
at all" .23 

Through these varied methods, therefore, Naseby farm workers showed themselves men 
of considerable independence of thought, particularly in the spheres of agricultural trade unionism 
and friendly society activities. It was unfortunate from their point of view that others did not 
share their enthusiasm. By the beginning of the 1890s agricultural trade unionism in the Midland 
counties had virtually disappeared, and although a few of the Naseby members remained loyal to 
their friendly society, it can be seen that even here membership was falling drastically-it amounted 
to only 22 in 1891. 

Nevertheless, despite this weakness, for twenty years agricultural combination did remain 
an influence of some significance in the life of Naseby's farm worker population-and it was a 
population whose material conditions were not unsatisfactory as compared with those in many 
other villages. This applied particularly to the cottages. Even by the early 1870s "nearly the whole 
of the mud-wall cottages"24 had been pulled down and had been replaced. In 1892, when the 
Assistant Commissioner visited the village in connection with the Royal Commission on Labour, 
1892-94, he commented favourably on the new cottages erected by Viscount Clifden, which he 
considered were "well appointed in all respects". He also pointed out that the older cottages he 
had visited in the villages, "though some of them small, were in good repair". 25 

Then, too, because of the relative sparseness of the population, some of the Naseby labourers 
were hired on a six-monthly basis rather than a weekly one, as was the case where the labour 
supply was more plentiful. This gave them greater security both of employment and of tenure 
of their cottages, where these were held as a result of their being employed on a particular farm. 
Basic wage rates for the general labourers in this part of Northamptonshire tended to average 
about 13s. to 14s. per week, but could be supplemented by performance of tasks at piecework 
rates, e.g. hedging and ditching. During the harvest season the basic wage rates were approximately 
doubled, i.e. to between 25s. and 28s. per week. Out of these wages cottage rents of perhaps Is. 6d. 
to 2s. per week had to be paid-plus a small allotment rent if one were cultivated. The village was, 
indeed, quite well situated in the matter of allotments-a feature much prized by farm workers.26 

In 1891 there were 44 acres available for this purpose, divided out into 162 allotments; the rent 
charged-36s. per acre per annum-was about average for allotment land in the area, and was 
certainly lower than in some neighbouring parishes, for example, Guilsborough. 

Finally, this account of agricultural life in Naseby in the late nineteenth century might 
profitably be compared with the position about one hundred years earlier. In this connection the 
description provided by the then vicar, the Rev. John Mastin, is of great value: " . . . and if we 
except a few of the mod~rn and best houses, (Naseby) is built principally with a kind of kealy 
earth dug near it ;27 ••• walls built with this earth are exceedingly firm and strong, and, if kept 

23 Labourers' Union Chronicle, 17 January, 1874. 
24 See Whellan's Northamptonshire Directory, 1872. 

This may be compared with Brafield, for example, 
where the cottages were said to be "very bad as 
regards accommodation ... " Royal Commission on 
the Employment of Children, Young Persons and Women 
in Agriculture, 1867-69, Evidence accompanying Mr. 
Norman's Report, No. 142. 

25 Royal Commission on Labour, 1892-94, Report on 
Brixworth Union, 1892; p. 39. The Assistant Com
missioner noted that Viscount Clifden was spending 
and had spent "large sums of money in the replace
ment of old cottages by new ones of a much better 
type". (p. 38). With the decline in population the 
number of inhabited houses had, of course, declined 
-from 148, when the population was 693 in 1871, to 
127, when the population was 551, in 1891. 

26 However, in view of their petition of 1882 in 
favour of an Allotment Extension Act, it would seem 

that Naseby farm workers' allotment requirements
at least at that date-had not been entirely satisfied. 
Some of the allotments were held "on condition of 
living in particular houses". Royal Commission on 
Labour, 1892-94, p. 41, Brixworth Union Report. No 
specific details were given of the crops grown on 
Naseby allotments, but in the area as a whole wheat, 
barley and potatoes were described as the "ruling 
crops, varied here and there by carrots and beans". 

27 It has been suggested by Mr. J. C. Davies that 
the word 'kealy' was derived from the local name for 
the building mud, which was 'kale' or 'cale' North
amptonshire Past and Present, Vol. Ill, No. 6, Cob 
Cottages in Northamptonshire-A Postcript, M. V. J. 
Seaborne (pp. 283-4). Incorporated in the same article 
is a photograph of Naseby Round House, a mud 
building which was perhaps used as a dovecot-or 
even as a dwelling-house (although its apparent lack 
of windows makes this unlikely)! 
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dry, are said to be more durable than if built with soft stone or indifferent bricks .... The price of 
labour ... here is, per day of twelve hours ... for labourers one shilling, with small beer, and 
sometimes a mess at breakfast; the summer quarter as it is called, from Midsummer to Michael
mas, six, and sometimes seven shillings per week, with full board. A good workman is often 
indulged with the carriage of a ton of coals extra, worth to him about ten shillings. These wages 
are higher than they were twenty years ago but by no means keep pace with the advancing price 
of provision; . . . " 28 

Mastin's book was published in 1792 and his views on the cottages in Naseby were reinforced 
by an account written twenty years later by William Pitt, who had toured Northamptonshire in 
1797 and 1806. Pitt said of the Northamptonshire mud (or cob) cottages: "It is very possible that 
sufficient shelter and warmth may be afforded by these materials, and that they may afford health 
and comfort to the humble inhabitants; but they certainly have a miserable appearance and are 
hardly consistent with the dignity of a rich county''. 29 In these circumstances there seems little 
doubt that the changes which took place in the years separating Mastin's account from that of 
the Royal Commission of 1892-94 were to the advantage of the farm worker. 

PAMELA HORN. 

28 Rev. John Mastin, The History and Antiquities of 
· Naseby (1792), pp. 7 and 54-5. The appearance of the 
mud walls of these houses must have been made 
considerably worse by the practice of their inhabitants 
of spreading "cowdung . . . upon them to dry for 
firing". Mastin (p. 7). 

29 William Pitt, General View of the Agriculture of 
the County of Northampton (1813) quoted in (p. 226) 
M. V. J. Seaborne, Cob Cottages in Northamptonshire, 
Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. Ill, No. 5, 

1964. It is interesting to note that Pitt considered cob 
cottages to be particularly prominent in open parishes. 
Seaborne, supporting this view, suggests that the 
form of tenancy in operation in the area "obliged the 
poor inhabitants to use the cheapest possible form of 
construction for their cottages". (I am indebted to 
the Editor of Northamptonshire Past and Present for 
drawing my attention both to the Rev. John Mastin's 
book and to Mr. Seaborne's articles). 

AT FAWSLEY CHURCH 

Quietly, no sound at all-
No motion, not a rise of breath 
Would indicate that they were there
The lord and lady lie asleep 
Upon their marble pillows, side by side, 
Whilst gathered round the bed 
Their children kneel, postured in prayer, 
And silently call succour for their souls. 

Four hundred years, not one embrace, 
Four centuries and not one word 
Has passed between them; lying there, 
Frozen on a loveless bed, 
Oblivious of all future worlds, they sleep, 
And though their sons stand dutifully round, 
Their mutual secret keep, 
Knowing no child will be conceived in stone. 

TREVOR HOLD. 



174 

BOOK PRINTERS AND BINDERS AT WELLINGBOROUGH 

Alu1nasc 
A member of the Gold Fields Group 

This modern works has a wide diversification of products in non-ferrous metals. Low pressure, high 
pressure, gravity die casting in aluminium, brass castings, hot brass pressings, aluminium beer casks, 
beer dispensing equipment, cast aluminium rainwater goods and waste disposal units. 

Alumasc Limited, Burton Latimer, Northants, England 
(incorporating The Non-Ferrous Die Casting Co. Ltd. & Brass Pressings (London) Limited) 

Telephone Burton Latimer 2121 fl 
Telex 34686 



AN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY lNCLOSURE AND FOOT BALL PLAY 

AT \VEST HADDON 

175 

THE Inclosures that took place in Northamptonshire in the eighteenth century seem to have been 
carried through without much serious opposition, but one exception is the parish of West Haddon. 
For this parish we do have a few details of opposition to the proposed inclosure of the fields in 
1764, opposition that culminated in a riot and the arrest of several persons by General Mordaunt's 
Dragoons, brought in from Northampton to quell the disturbance. 

The Bill for the Inclosure of the Common Fields and Heath of West Haddon, some 7! 
miles north east of Daventry, was presented to the House of Commons on 24 January 1764 and 
was Read for the first time on 26 January. The Reasons in support of inclosure are given in the 
Bill and we are informed that the Common Fields and Heath to be inclosed consist of 48 Yard 
'Lands, or about 2,600 acres and eighteen Cottage Commons, each cottage having the Right of 
Common for one cow and sixty kids of bushes on a certain spot of Ground. The cottages were 
chiefly the property of Landowners. In the Fields were about 800 acres of Heath Common and 
Waste Ground and two Rye Hills, from which very little profit arose, although it was said to be 
very proper land. for turnips, foreign grass seed and corn, in a continued course of husbandry, 
and would be worth above ten shillings an acre if In closed. There was a "great plenty oflimestone" 
in the Fields, great quantities having been carried to the Fields of neighbouring parishes to manure 
and enrich their Grounds, which was land of the same nature. It was stated that there were many 
springs and watercourses, so conveniently situated that the proposed allotments would be well 
watered. There were several stonepits and plenty of good gravel to repair the roads. It was said 
that the land in the fields was of such a nature that if the Bill did become Law there would, of 
necessity, be even more ground in tillage than there had been in th~ past. 

The annual value of the fields and tythes was stated to be about £786, which for 2,600 acres 
amounted to about 6s. per acre. If the land was inclosed it was anticipated that it would imme
diately be worth at least 13s. an acre, which would amount to £1,690, an improvement of £904 
per annum, which at thirty years purchase is £27,120. It was computed that the expense of 
in closure would amount to £4,000 and that the improved rent would pay this in about four years. 
It was thought that a great number of trees would be planted, of great use to the Community in 
general and particularly to this part of the Country and to the great advantage of the proprietors. 
The Bill states that "there is a considerable trade in the Woollen Manufactory carried on at this 
place". It goes on to say that the Parties consenting to the Bill are the Lord of the Manor, the 
Impropriator of the Great Tythes, the Vicar and the Owners of about 32 yard lands and a half, 
which together with the tythes (which were taxed equal to thirteen yard lands) made in value, 
45 yard lands and a half and four cottages. The yard lands at £13 each and the Cottages at Ss. 
each, and the then rents of the tythes, made an annual value of £580. 4. 0., in favour of the Bill. 
Most rather favoured inclosure. The petitioners against the Bill were said to consist of a great 
many small proprietors whose properties amounted to no more than eleven and a quarter yard 
lands and ten cottages, the annual value being £148. 15. 0. 

Who were the petitioners against the Bill? All we know of them is contained in papers · at 
the County Record Office, stated to be copied from a document formerly in the possession of the 
late W. C. Parnell, ofRedmoor Farm, West Haddon. It gives a list of28 proprietors who supported 
the inclosure of the Fields and of these, 16 are noted as having actually signed the Bill. 32 Pro
prietors are listed as not consenting, and in addition to listing the property they owned, it also 
gives "the answers and reasons they gave why they do not consent upon being applyed to". John 
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Underwood heads the list and it is noted that he "is ye principal person that supports ye opposition, 
says he'll spend an hundred pounds of his own money to stop it, but owns that they are very 
beneficial fields to inclose and would improve as much by inclosing as any fields he knows. Note 
that he rents above four Yard Lands at a low price and has of his own land only 2 quarterns". 
His reasons for· not consenting are given as follows. "That he does very well now and that he 
does not know whether it would be any better for him in case they were inclosed, therefore he 
would oppose it". 

Various reasons are given by other proprietors as to why they did not consent. John 
Branston owned one Yard Land and three quart erns and the reasons given for him were that he 
"is old and almost blind; believes ye fields would greatly improve but as he has no child and 
enough already for himself, he do'nt care for the trouble of in closing". Emma Elwes, a widow, 
owned one Yard Land and was said to be "old and childish and won't consent". East's widow was 
said to be "not right in her senses". David Cox, as owner of one quartern, said "it was a bad 
thing to in close and would not answer, but would tend to ruin ye nation". Robert Earle thought 
it a wicked thing to inclose the fields, Joseph James thought likewise and "couldn't answer to 
his conscience". Jonathan Robins and T. Ford thought "too much was allowed in lieu of tithe". 
William Page, who owned one cottage and three quarterns, believed that the fields would greatly 
!mprove by inclosure but had no money to spare to inclose with. Ann Tabermar, a widow, owned 
one cottage, two quarterns and two sixteenths, said "that she had some trees growing on her land 
and if they would defer he in~losure till they were full grown she would consent, but would not 
till then". Unfortunately, we are not told what sort of trees they were. Richard Parnell said he 
could live upon it as it is and was not certain it would improve by inclosing. Nath. Parnell said 
that Underwood had desired him to join in the opposition and he had promised. John Worcester 
gave as his reason the fact that he had signed against it last year. 

One would think, looking through the list of proprietors that would not consent to the 
inclosure, that many could advance no real reason for their opposition and in fact some could 
admit that inclosure would be beneficial. 

John U nderwood it will be recalled, is quoted as saying he was prepared to spend an 
hundred pounds of his own money to stop it, so it comes as no surprise to find that on 31 January 
1764, a petition was presented to the House by John Underwood and 32 others, against the Bill. 

The Bill was thereupon ordered to be Read a second time on 24 February, but then was 
postponed to be Read a second time on 1 March. By another Order it was postponed until 2 March 
and was eventually Read a second time and opposed on 5 March. On 16 March the Bill was 
reported from the Commi:ttee and Ordered to be Ingrossed, it being reported that no person 
appeared before the Committee to oppose the Bill. It went on to pass the Lords and became an 
Act of Parliament on 13 April, 1764. 

The Act appointed as Commissioners the Rev. Henry Jephcott of Kislingbury, Thomas 
Grace of Shawell, Leics., John Watts of Comb Abbey, Wks., Thomas Baseley of Priors Marston, 
Wks., and Clement Wilson ofWatford Gap, all excepting Watts known to be very experienced as 
Commissioners of In closure. J ephcott had officiated in thirteen inclosures, Grace in nine, Baseley 
six and Wilson eleven. Nothing is known of Watts. We do not know when they first met to consider 
the making of the Award, all that we know is that they met in the house of Mary Burbidge, Widow, 
at the Red Lion Inn in the parish of West Had don for all their meetings and from there arranged 
the allotment of the land. 

The Lord of the Manor, the Patron of the Living and the Impropriate Rector were all one 
and the same person, John Whitfield, Esq., described in the Act as a minor. He was alloted 302 
acres, one rood, and six perches for the Great Tithes and Modus's and 288. 0.18 in lieu of his 
7-1- yardlands. The Vicar, the Reverend John Watkin received 157. 1.27 and there were allotments 
made to 45 others, the majority of them very small ones, 28 being under 20 acres. The smallest 
noted was called the Mill Bank, being part of West Rye Hill and consisted of only twenty perches. 
There were twelve allotments under sixty acres and the remaining five allotments were under 
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170 acres each. It is unfortunate that the Award does not state the reason for an allotment in every 
case and all we can learn from it is the reason for the Impropriate Rector's and the Vicar's allot
ments and one of the allotments made. to J onathan Robins. He, in addition to receiving an allotment 
of 8. 0.12 in Little Field, received 1. 1. 0. in lieu of a Cottage Right. If a Cottage Right was worth 
one acre and one rood it was, according to the promoters' estimation, only worth 17s. 6d. per 
annum after inclosure and one can imagine that to the Cottager his old Rights were of more value 
to him than this amount. In all probability the cost of fencing added to the cost of inclosure was 
above his means. What these costs amounted to for each individual we do not know, we know 
only that the cost of inclosure is given in the Award as £1,667. 16. 9. and the cost was to be shared 
by all proprietors in an equal pound rate. As to the fencing, all we know is that twelve years later 
at Yardley Hastings, fencing costs are given as £1. 18. 0. per acre of 24 yards and a cart gate cost 
25s. including its erection. The proprietors were committed to paying the inclosure costs whether 
they liked it or not, and one can imagine there would be a sense of frustration amongst the owners 
of very small plots. However, we know nothing of what was happening in the Parish and it was 
not until the Northampton Mercury appeared on 29 July 17 65 with an innocent looking advertise
ment, that we get any hint of trouble brewing. This advertisement announced that there would 
be a Foot Ball Play on Thursday, 1 August, for a prize of considerable value and another good 
prize to be played for on Friday, 2 August. All Gentlemen Players were desired to appear at any 
of the Public Houses in West Haddon each day, between the hours of ten and twelve in the 
forenoon, where they would be joyfully received and kindly entertained. 

On 5 August the Northampton Mercury announced that a great number of people at West 
Haddon, having assembled to play a Foot Ball Match, soon after meeting became a tumultuous 
mob, pulling up and burning the fences of the new Fields and doing other consi~erable damage. 
Many of the crowd were taken up by General Mordaunt's Dragoons sent there from Northampton. 

On 12 August, the Mercury carried an advertisement asking for the person who placed the 
advertisement appearing on 29 July, to come forward and state who was the real author of this 
notice. Ten guineas reward was offered for the information. A fortnight later, in the same paper, 
appeared a notice stating that a number of persons did on the first day of August, 1765, assemble 
in the Town and Fields of West Haddon and in a very riotous manner tore up and destroyed the 
posts and rails there standing and did also set fire to several stacks of wood, consisting of posts 
and rails to be used for inclosing the fields, causing damage to the value of £1,500. The notice · 
went on to point out that the offence committed, was, by an Act of Parliament made in the ninth 
year of the reign of King George the First, commonly called the Black Act, Felony, and the 
offenders could suffer death without benent of Clergy. It was thought that there were persons of · 
property concerned in giving encouragement to the rioters. If any person would give information 
there was a reward of twenty pounds to be given on the conviction of one of the offenders. This 
notice was signed by Sir Thomas Ward of Guilsborough and was dated 24 August. It concluded 
with an announcement that "the Award had that day been signed by the Commissioners". In 
the columns of the Mercury for 2 September 1765, appeared an announcement by William Calde
cott of Rugby, offering to pay a reward of twenty pounds for the apprehension ofFrancis Botterill, 
a woolcomber of East Haddon, charged with inserting the advertisement calling the supposed 
Foot Ball Play and also for the apprehension of John Fisher the younger, a weaver of West Haddon, 
who, according to information laid against him, did contribute to the expenses of the advertise
ment. Warrants had been issued for the apprehension of several persons and it appeared that 
Botterill and Fisher had absconded. A description of the two men was appended. In the North
ampton Mercury of 31 March 1766, the whole episode is brought to a conclusion with the news 
that "on Tuesday last, at the Assizes, nine persons were tried for being concerned in the Riots 
at West Haddon in August last on account of in closing the Fields and received sentences as 
follows", Samuel Loale, to be imprisoned for twelve months; Roger Wood, four months; J oseph 
Wood, three months; William Richardson, three months; Edward Clark, two months; Richard 
Beale, William Braunt, Matthew Murden and John Ward acquitted. 

Nothing more can be found bearing on these troubles and we can only assume that Botterill 
and Fisher were the ring-leaders by reason of the fact that they absconded when accused of 



178 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

inserting the advertisement in the Northampton Mercury. Whether the nine men tried at the 
Assizes were their accomplices or not we have no means of knowing, nor do we know their occu
pations. As we know that there was a considerable trade in the woollen manufactory at West 
Haddon are we right in assuming a number of them were weavers? If so, we might be tempted 
to say that weavers led the opposition to in closure, but we shall never know whether our assumption 
is true or false and there, it seems, the matter must be left. 

SouRCEs-Inclosure Award at the office of the Clerk of the Peace, County Hall, Northampton; 
Collection of Parliamentary papers concerning West Haddon, in the Local Room, Central Library, 
Abington Street, Northampton; Copies of the Northampton Mercury for 1765 and 1766 at the 
Central Library, Northampton; Minute Book of the Commissioners for the Inclosure ofYardley 
Hastings, at the Central Library, Northampton; Papers concerning the Inclosure of West Haddon 
at the County Record Office, Delapre Abbey, Northampton. 

I am indebted to Mr. V. A. Hatley for drawing my attention to the papers on West 
Haddon at the Central Library and to the County Archivist, Mr. P. I. King, for calling my attention 
to the list of those signing for and against the Bill for In closure, at the County Record Office. 

J . W. ANSCOMB. 

TRAGEDY AT WEEDON BEe 

The following entry occurs in the burial register of Weedon Bee, Northamptonshire, 
under the date, 19 August 1780 :-

'Elizabeth Dunn (servant to William Butlin, Baker) who was killed by a live Perch sticking 
in her Throat'. 

The Northampton Mercury, 21 August 1780, describes in more detail what happened to 
poor Elizabeth Dunn :-

'The following very singular and melancholy Accident happened at Weedon Beck [sic], in 
this County, on Thursday last: One John Kidesly, passing by the Door of Thomas Moreton, 
threw four small Fishes into the House; when Elizabeth Dunn, a Neighbour, going in, took up 
one of them (a Perch) and, by squeezing, endeavoured to kill it;- Thomas Butlin, a Baker, being 
in the Room, and seeing the· Transaction, told Dunn, that if she did it again he would put it in 
her Mouth; and holding it towards her Face, she opened her Mouth, and the Fish at the same 
Instant springing from Butlin's Hand into her Throat (where it remained immoveable) caused 
her immediate Death'. 

The 1777 militia list for Weedon Bee contains the names of William Butlin, baker, and 
Thomas Moreton, tailor. 

V.A.H. 

A FuTuRE PRIME MINISTER's VISIT TO A NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE CouNTRY HousE 
Sir Robert Peel reported to his wife in January 1833, that a guest did not know what 

misery could be until he stayed at Apethorpe-a house the size of a lesser Oxford college, a 
bedroom a quarter of a mile from the billiard or drawing room, containing no fire (owing to his 
host's terror of a conflagration) but a closet inhabited by spiders and rats. His candle blew out 
half way to this paradise. 

From Carola Oman, The Gascoyne Heiress, 1968, p. 107. 
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I HAVE been asked to write about the late Sir Frank Stenton, and this, for all that both our 
Record Society and I, personally, owe to him, as well as for the many happy episodes in my 
life which he brings to mind, I gladly agree to do. He is of course generally recognised as the 
commanding figure among the medieval historians of his day-the leading authority on the 
history of England from the earliest times down to the reign of King John. His books on Anglo
Saxon England, the Danes in England, the Norman Conquest, and the first century and a half 
of English feudalism earned him a world-wide reputation; but these achievements I am really 
not qualified to discuss and I shall here-except incidentally-limit myself to what he did for 
the Northamptonshire Record Society, of which from its beginning he was a Vice-President. 

Sir Frank-henceforth referred to in this article as F.M.S.-was born on the 17th of 
May, 1880 at Norwood, where his father lived after his retirement. He was the son of Henry 
Cawdron Stenton, head of an old family firm of solicitors at Southwell in Nottinghamshire, and 
was educated at Southwell Grammar School, at University College, Reading, and at Keble 
College, Oxford, where he took a first class degree in Modern History in 1902. He went to 
Reading with the intention of studying music, but very soon changed over to history. He was 
Professor of Modern History at University College, Reading (afterwards Reading University) 
from 1912 until his retirement in 1946, and Vice-Chancellor from 1946 until 1950. In 1919 he 
married Miss Doris Parsons, hereinafter referred to as D.M.S. He died on the 5th of September, 
1967, in his 88th year at Whitley Park Farm, Reading, where he had lived for over forty years. 
He was buried at Halloughton, near Southwell, the scene of his childhood. 

Our first meeting was in 1914, while I was at Reading on a visit to my friends Mr. 
and Mrs. Ward, who, knowing of our common interest had asked him to dinner. Mr. Ward 
was then a member of the Philosophy Faculty at the College. From 1913 until 1915 I was 
learning my trade at the London School of Economics and Public Record Office under Professor 
Eileen Power and Dr. Hubert Hall; and a Northamptonshire neighbour, Sir Thomas Fermor
Hesketh ofEaston Neston, hearing of this, had kindly lent me a large tin box of medieval charters. 
After dinner I mentioned these to F.M.S. who, quick as lightning, jumped up, ran across the 
room, and with his forefinger tracing an oblong about 7 by 2! inches on a little table beside me, 
said: "Were they about this size?" "Yes!" I replied!-and that was exactly how it all began. 

Shortly afterwards I was going down to Reading University, quite unofficially, every 
Tuesday for a lecture from him in the morning, luncheon in the refectory, and a delightful 
afternoon in his room with Miss Doris Parsons (then one of his students), Mr. Sidney Paton 
(later to become librarian of Sheffield University) and one or two other students, when for two 
or three hours we would sit round a large table copying and discussing charters with him,
those authentic little fragments of the lives of our forefathers of eight to five centuries ago. I 
fell completely under their spell. One Tuesday the word "history" was mentioned-it gave me 
quite a shock. Could this wonderful and exciting business we were up to, this intimate contact 
with real people in the remote past which I was experiencing, have anything to do with the dull 
and prosy stuff called history which I used to learn out of books in the schoolroom? Yet so it 
was, and on one of these afternoons F.M.S., who had told me about the Lincolnshire Record 
Society founded by Canon C. W. Foster, with which he was already closely associated, turned 
to me and said: "You must start a Record Society in Northamptonshire". 
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Owing to the War it was riot until1920 that anything could be done about it. In October 
of that year F.M.S., with his wife and Canon Foster, came to Northampton and Peterborough 
to explain our aims at two meetings and in the following December, with the close co-operation 
of Mr. W. T. Mellows in the Soke, the Society was formally established. 

It should here be mentioned that the scope of the new body was wider than that of other 
County Record Societies, in that it was our aim to collect original records as well as to publish 
them, and also to arrange lectures on local history. Study circles for local enthusiasts were soon 
started at Northampton and Kettering and the subject of the inclosure of the open fields was 
explored. In the summer of 1923 these study circles hired a motor coach, and off we went to visit 
the two last survivals in England of this primitive form of agriculture at Eakring and Laxton 
in Nottinghamshire. We were joined by the Stentons who arrived on their bicycles (for several 
years their only form of transport) from Southwell, where they were living at this time, and 
the fact that F.M.S. was himself the hereditary copyhold tenant of a farm lying in scattered 
strips at Eakring, certainly added to the interest of a memorable occasion. 

In 1927 some important early charters came to light in Northamptonshire, the owners 
kindly allowing them to be taken to the British Museum to be photographed, and the seals to 
be cast by that superb craftsman Mr. Ready. It was in the old Manuscript Department there 
that I shewed to F.M.S. these treasures, which included two original royal writs of William 
Rufus and five of Henry I. He took me straight across to the Hotel opposite the Museum and 
over a cup of tea he said: "We must have a volume of charters". And then and there in some 
excitement the plan for our Volume IV was roughed out. He and D.M.S. came to Northampton 
for a night to put the scheme before the Council, for it was going to be a very expensive book 
to print. While writing this article I turned up quite by chance a letter I had written to a friend 
at this time telling her that after a successful meeting "the Stentons and I had a merry dinner 
at the [Ladies'] Club and a bottle of champagne, in which we drank William Rufus's health!" 
Three years later, with F.M.S. as editor, appeared Facsimiles of Early Charters, mainly from 
Northamptonshire Collections. This book, together with D.M.S.'s edition of the The Earliest 
Northamptonshire Assize Roll, A .D. 1202, 1203 (N.R.S. Vol. V) published in the same year, 
established the reputation of our Society as one which no serious student of English medieval 
history could ignore. 

But why this enormous enthusiasm for local charters and local Record Societies? In the 
19th century local history was regarded as beneath the notice of serious historians, but F.M.S.'s 
attitude was different. In proposing a vote of thanks in 1939 to Mr. Mellows for his volume of 
Peterborough Churchwardens Accounts (1467 to 1573) (N.R.S. Vol. IX) he said that "The precision 
and definiteness of history .were dependent on individual studies of local history, and Mr. 
Mellows's example would have to be followed before the foundations of history were secured. 
THERE WAS NO REAL DISTINCTION BETWEEN LOCAL AND NATIONAL HISTORY". 
That was his great message to the historical world. 

For Anglo-Saxon England-his magnum opus-F.M.S. had used not only written evidence 
of all kinds, but coins, early pottery, buildings, ancient monuments, topography. To a limited 
extent some or all of these sources had been used by other historians in trying to unravel the 
past, but one great type of evidence which lay scattered for all to see and hear over the whole 
surface of England-but too familiar possibly to be recognised as such-had been completely 
ignored by everybody. I refer, of course, to the names of our rivers, streams, hills, woods, 
towns, and villages. 

For several years F.M.S. had been organising and working on a survey of English Place
names, having equipped himself for this by studying Anglo-Saxon at Oxford. In 1923 he, with 
Professor Alien Mawer, founded The English Place Name Society with the object of publishing 
county by county the results of their labours, which eventually enabled F.M.S. to throw a flood 
of light into a very dark corner of English history, i.e. the successive waves of settlement in this 
country by Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Danes, and Normans. He made an intensive study of the 
miqlands and East Anglia, in which Northamptonshire was of particular interest as a border 
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county, where in King Alfred's reign the boundary line-probably the Watling Street-between 
English and Danish occupation was formally agreed between the two races. 

The choice of Northamptonshire as the third county to be dealt with, as F.M.S. said in 
his preface to this volume, (published in 1933)1 "was largely determined by the lively possibilities 
of local help which offered themselves through the inauguration of the Record Rooms of the 
Northamptonshire Record Society." (In 1930 we had at last secured premises of our own at the 
County Hall, Northampton). In addition to the types of names mentioned above, of which the 
changing forms through the centuries were now collected by a large band of volunteers from a 
wide range of documents from the 13th to the 19th century, with the help of hundreds of school
children we set about collecting the field names over most of the County, a task which had not 
previously been attempted and which F.M.S. declared "had made a substantial addition to the 
evidence for Scandinavian settlements in the Shire during the 9th century". 

* * * * 
In stature F.M.S. was a small man and he was never very robust, but there can have 

been few more continually hard-working lives than his. He was an accomplished pianist and it 
was originally a toss-up whether he became a professional musician or an historian. Though in 
truth he was a genius he was an entirely unaffected man; there was no highbrow academic 
nonsense about him, as perhaps one or two little stories will illustrate. I had found in a private 
collection what purported to be a pre-Conquest charter of which I shewed him a photostat. He 
gazed at it for a minute and then said: 

"Oh! what a tangled web we weave 
When first we practise to deceive ! " 

-his way of telling me that it was a medieval forgery. At another time I posted to him a transcript 
of a more exciting discovery-the foundation charter of Revesby Abbey. I asked D.M.S. later 
how he had received the news. "He was in his bath", she said, "and he splashed the water with 
his feet till it reached the ceiling". He had a photograph of that charter framed and hung it 
in his study. I remember once complaining to him about the time consumed by administration. 
"Yes", he said, "what I call odd jobs". On another occasion he was in the Chair at a huge meeting 
of the Anglo-American Conference of Historians in London. A rather pompous young man 
was lecturing on some archaeological subject, and when, after much pretentious language, he 
started to talk about "the flight from cremation", F.M.S. in spite of himself and of course sitting 
out of sight of the lecturer, became tied into knots with silent laughter, to the great amusement 
of the audience. 

The Stentons were of course with us on many public occasions and helped behind the 
scenes at more than one critical juncture in our affairs. It was a notable thing and one for much 
gratitude on my part that "forty years on" both they and Mr. and Mrs. Ward were all able to 
be present in 1959 at the opening by Lord Evershed (Master of the Rolls) of Delapre Abbey 
as the future home of the historical records of Northamptonshire and the Soke of Peterborough. 
All four stayed with me at the Plough Hotel, Northampton on the night after that great occasion, 
at which F.M.S. had spoken delightfully of the early days of the Society, and thanked the private 
owners of documents for their generous co-operation, on which all our achievements had depende,d. 

The last service rendered to the Record Society by Professor and Lady Stenton was to 
drive over from Reading to Oxford on December 1Oth, 1964, for a conference with representatives 
of the Buckinghamshire and Northamptonshire Societies to settle a knotty point at issue over 
the proposed joint edition of the charters of Luffield Abbey. Thanks to their intervention this 
was most happily accomplished, F.M.S. being then in his 85th year-his grasp of essentials, 
his power of exposition, and his quiet persuasiveness unabated. A very good luncheon party 
for all concerned concluded the proceedings. That was my last sight of our old and very good 
friend. As Lady Stenton wrote to me afterwards: "It was just like old times" ,-and what 
wonderful times they were. 

1 The Place-Names of Northamptonshire (1933, Cambridge University Press). 
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I must conclude this artiCle with a word about Lady Stenton, who has our sincerest 
sympathy in her bereavement. She is, of course, an eminent historian in her own right, and 
was Reader in Medieval History in the University of Reading; the editor of The Pipe Roll Society 
from 1923 to 1961; and the editor with Lewis Loyd of Sir Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals 
(N.R.S. Vol. XV). She is the author of English Justice between the Norman Conquest and the Great 
Charter, 1066 to 1215, being the Jayne Lectures of the American Philosophical Society for 1963. 
A word from her at one or two crucial moments in the Society's history saved the situation. I 
had the privilege of being present in the Sheldonian Theatre at the conferment on her of an 
Honorary Degree by Oxford University at the Encaenia last summer, when the only sadness 
was that Sir Frank had not lived to be there himself. Two other famous marriages between 
scholars of this century are well known to us all, but none can have been happier or more closely 
united with a common and abounding interest than that of Frank and Doris Stenton. 
Northamptonshire owes them much. 

JoAN WAKE. 

SIR JOHN WASHINGTON AND WITCHCRAFT 

There is an unexpected reference to Sir John Washington of Thrapston (the eldest uncle 
of the two Washington emigrants to Virginia) in Professor Wallace Notestein's A History of 
Witchcraft in England, 1558-1718 (1911), p. 185. It appears that one Cherrie of Thrapston, 
Northants, "a very aged man", was accused of witchcraft by the Puritan witch-finder, John 
Stearne, in 1645/6. "Cherrie", says Professor Notestein, "was forced to confess that he had been 
guilty, and he further admitted that he had injured Sir John Washington, who had been his 
benefactor at various times. He was indicted by the grand jury, but died in gaol, very probably by 
suicide, on the day when he was to have been tried". 

r:lG®OR81 
are used to small 

successes 

G.W. 

From saloon cars and sports cars, to circus vehicles and agri
cultural machinery. All Corgi models are small successes. 
One success-the Mini Marcos GT850 is the first ever die-cast 
model with take-off wheels and built-in jacks. 
lt is unique developments like these that has twice won for 
Corgi the Queen's Award to Industry for export achievement. 
Corgi go in for small success in a big way. 

THE METTOY CO. LTD·LONDON·NORTHAMPTON·SWANSEA 
1966-1987 
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