
THE CLAYPOLES OF NORTHBOROUGH IN AMERICA 

In a previous issue of NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT (Vol. I, No. 4, page 23), 
Mr. Urwick Smith gave an account of John Claypole, son-in-law of Oliver Cromwell 
and his Master of the Horse. He also described other members of the family of the 
Claypoles of N orthborough. Originally, a yeoman family from Kings Cliffe, the Claypoles 
increased in prosperity and status in the reign of Elizabeth I, acquiring the Manor of 
Northborough and a coat of arms shortly afterwards. A brief period of national 
prominence followed the marriage of John Claypole, son of the Puritan John Claypole, 
who sat as member for Northamptonshire in one of Cromwell's Parliaments. Naturally 
this came to an end at the Restoration of Charles II, but John Claypole was not deprived 
of his estates and was enabled to give his mother-in-law, Oliver Cromwell's widow, 
asylum at Northborough, where she died. As mentioned by Mr. Urwick Smith, James 
Claypole, who turned Quaker, and Norton Claypole (brothers of Cromwell's son-in-law), 
both went to America and in this article Mrs. Marion Balderston traces in some detail 

what happened to them there. 
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WHAT happened to the prolific Claypole family of Northborough which, during the days of the 
Commonwealth, rose to be one of the most important families of Northamptonshire? John 
Claypole, who was Cromwell's son-in-law, carried it to the peak of its political importance, spent 
its revenues, mortgaged and finally sold its property; his twelve brothers and sisters scattered, 
some even as far as the New World. The best of that generation, James the Quaker, went to 
Pennsylvania. His letter book continues the family history.1 

John, it would appear, was spoiled, wildly extravagant, arrogant; and had charm. The 
charm had brought him as his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of his father's friend Oliver Cromwell, 
with generous endowments from both parents. The young couple stayed first at Northborough, 
then left to follow Cromwell and live in the royal palaces the Protector annexed. John was addressed 
as Lord Claypole and Elizabeth as Prince-ss; it was a satisfactory life. John became Lord of the 
Bedchamber and Master of the Horse, his brother Edward was a captain, and Wingfield a colonel, 
in Cromwell's army, and young Graveley was a cornet, or the lad who carried the colours.2 

The middle-class Claypoles haq come a long way from the prosperous yeoman J ames 
(John and James' great-grandfather) ofKmgs Cliffe, who in 1563 paid £5,000 for Northborough 
Manor and lands. He had also acquired a tomb and chantry in St. Andrew's church, a coat-of
arms, and other amenities for the good life as lived in the seventeenth century. 

The manor house was old when J ames bought it, having been built by the de la Mare 
family as least two hundred years earlier, and it is possible that the east wing was already falling 
into ruin. It was probably James who modernized the house, cutting across the upper part of the 
great Hall to make a bedroom floor, and building hearths to take the place of the smoke hole in 
the roof of the original structure. Fortunately he left the crocketed gables and other carvings 
which make it one of the most interesting of the medieval small houses left in England.3 

John's grandfather added a touch of nobility by marrying Dorothy Wingfield, the great 
Lord Burghley's niece, his father added wealth by marrying the daughter of a rich London 

1 James Claypole's Letter-Book, ed. Marion Balder
ston (Huntingdon Library, California, 1966). 

2 Dictionary of National Biography, hereafter 
DNB, also Pennsylvania Magazine of History & 
Biography, hereafter PMHB, (Philadelphia, Pa.), X, 

354-55. 
3 John Bridges History & Antiquities of North

amptonshire (London, 1791), II, 528; Rebecca Graaf, 
The Claypole Family (Philadelphia, 1893). 
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merchant. Cromwell made him a baronet. The family was well on its way to becoming one of the 
most powerful in England. 

Then came the year 1658. Elizabeth Cromwell Claypole died in August and the Protector 
followed her in a few weeks. Cromwell's son Richard made his peace with the Royalists, and 
(1660) Charles II came back to his father's throne. John returned to Northborough with his life 
and his freedom, and might have settled on his estates as a country gentleman-farmer had not 
his past glory spoiled him. Restless, and wishing to make a fortune without working, he tried 
medicine, 4 then matrimony. But his temper drove his wife away and he ended living in poverty 
in London as a third-class journalist. 5 

Martha, the spinster sister, died at Northborough and was buried in St. Andrews in 1664.6 

The other girls had left. Mary married William Leild, a justice of the peace and a Member of 
Parliament. Elizabeth married Dr. Alexander Staples, who took her to Ireland. Dorothy married 
a rich parson, Dr. Jeremiah Holled of Walgrave, near Kettering. By 1682 she was a widow, living 
with Wingfield at Northborough. Frances married a rich gentleman of Lincolnshire.7 

Robert, the bachelor brother, became a linen-draper in London. He was buried in St. 
Andrews in 1658, and in his will, proved the following year, he called himself "Gent., of North
borough".8 Edward, after a brief attempt to study law,9 went to Barbados, where he married a 
rich widow and managed a sugar plantation.10 Graveley lived with or near Wingfield; he made 
cider, which he sometimes shipped abroad.11 Norton married, borrowed money from brother 
J ames, went to Barbados and from there to what is now Delaware.12 Here he bought a thousand 
acre "plantation", with more money borrowed from James, and in 1681 sent for his wife Rachel 
and his young son J ames.13 

Best of that generation of Claypoles was James, the fifth boy, born in 1634, who never 
benefitted from his family's importance. He was indentured to an English merchant in Germany 
and in 1658 married a Helena Mercer in Bremen, returning at once to London. He was just in 
time, had he wished, to attend Elizabeth Claypole's midnight funeral in the Abbey, or to see 
brother John in elaborate regalia, lead the riderless horse at Cromwell's funeral. James joined the 
Quakers, became one of the leading members of the Bull and Mouth Meeting, and a close friend 
of William Penn and George Fox. He had a large house in Scots Yard and a country home near 
Richmond. He had fourteen children, eight of whom lived to maturity.14 

He probably had charm like his brother, but a far better temper, though he became 
increasingly irritable as he grew older. He either took over Robert~s business, or started his own; 
in any case, he prospered. His letter-book, covering three years, 1681-84, shows he had corres
pondents in France, Germany, Portugal, Ireland and the West Indies. He was consulted about 
the writing of religious pamphlets. He managed financial affairs for his Meeting, and when Penn 
was given his colony of Pennsylvania, he helped draft the Frame of Government and the Charter 
of Liberties-models of liberal thought. "My hand is to both" he confessed. He was appointed 
Treasurer of the Free Society of Traders, from which much was expected, and it was not his fault 
that it failed. · 

John had made the mistake of siding actively with the Shaftesbury anti-Catholic faction, 
and it cost him one th·ousand pounds to get out of the Tower,15 much of it borrowed from James, 
and of course never paid back. In fact when J ames in 1683 disposed of his business and was ready 

4 Roll of the Royal College of Physicians, ed. Dr. 
William Munk (London, 1878), I, 388; English 
Historical Review, V. 7, 37ff. . 

5 Calendar of State Papers, Domestic, hereafter 
Cal.S.P.Dom., 1679-1680, 307, Ibid., 1682- 466, 468, 
477, Ibid., 1683-1684, 53-54. 

6 Bridges, II, 529. 
7 P MHB, X, 354-55. 
8 Ibid. Robert's will is in Somerset House. 
9 John Foster, Register of Admissions to Grays Inn, 

1521-1889, (London, 1889), 283. 
, 10 J. Camden Hotten, Original Lists of Persons ... 

to the American Plantations (New York, 1880), 356, 
461, 468. 

11 Claypole's Letter-Book. Norton's name appears 
occasionally in the London Port Books, Public Record 
Office. 

12 Claypole's Letter-Book, also Hotton, p. 356. Nor
ton left Barbados in the Bachelor's Delight, that year 
captained by Robert Greenway, who took over 
William Penn in the Welcome in 1682. 

13 Claypole's Letter-Book. 
14 PMHB, XIV (1890), 86-87. 
15 Cal.S.P.Dom., 1680-1681, 466, 477. 
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to sail for Pennsylvania, he was in debt himself. His letters to his brother Edward show what a 
distracted state he was in; two of his children had smallpox, he could collect none of the money 
owed him, John would not speak to him, and Wingfield, asked to wait a little for the payment of 
a £50 bill, threatened the sheriff. When he sailed, he was in terror of being dragged off the ship 
to a debtor's prison. 

His assets were: £100 a year salary as treasurer, 5,000 acres of land paid for, but useless 
until cleared, some Philadelphia lots, on one of which was a half built house-without a fireplace. 
He was busy, however, important, and content. He served on the Board of Property, he was a 
justice of the peace, he was in the Assembly and the Provincial Council, 16 and he helped manage 
the affairs of the Meeting. He rapidly became one of the leading merchants of the busy little city. 
He was register-general of the province and was appointed one of five men, with three as a quorum, 
to manage the whole colony during Penn's absence.17 

Unfortunately, this great honour came too late, for James died in 1687,18 just after the 
arrival of the ship with this news. It was less than four years since he had reached Pennsylvania. 

During this time he had paid off his debts in England, and was building a fortune in the 
New World. When he died his estate was valued at £48110s. 3d., and hundreds were owed hiin.19 

Norton died a year later, apparently still in debt to his brother. That same year John died 
in poverty in London, having been helped financially by younger brother Graveley, at that time 
living near Bristol. 20 

Benjamin, the youngest, married Lucie Wheekley, whose family lived near Little 
Addington; she was born at Wadenhoe. 21 At some period they moved to London, and from 
there in 1707 he wrote a letter to James's son George, then a man of thirty-three and a cabinet
maker in Philadelphia. He gave him a rough sketch of his ancestors and described the family coat 
of arms.22 By that time, however, the very Americanized Claypoles had no interest in the past 
glories of their forefathers. 

MARION BALDERSTON. 

16 Colonial Records of Pennsylvania, (Philadelphia, photostat in the Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, 
1852), I, pp. 119, 156, 162, 167, 168, 195, 196. Locust Street, Philadelphia. 

17 The originals of Perm's letters are in the Penn- 20 DNB, also Northamptonshire Past and Present, 
sylvanis Historical Society, Philadelphis, Pennsyl- v. I, No. 4 (1951), 31. 
vania. Partly quoted in Robert Proud's History of 21 Harleian Society, v. 87, Visitation of Northamp-
Pennsylvania, (1779-1780), I, 305. tonshire, 232, 233. 

18 Letter-Book and PMHB, XIV, 86, 87. 22 PMHB, X, 355, described the coat of arms. 
19 Claypole's will is in Philadelphia City Hall; 

MILTON (From a W.I. Competition, 1936) 

"An old lady told me she heard the following expression more than 60 years ago, 'I must 
chain up ugly, and draw down beautiful'-or, as we should say today, 'Going to have a wash 
and brush up'. 

"She also told me that 70 years ago her parents were very poor and her dinner was often 
a steel dumpling, made only of flour and water, also flour and water pancakes, and when baking 
powder came into use the dumplings became a luxury. Potatoes and point was another dinner. 
A plateful of potatoes and 'point' at the meat." 
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CLARE: SELECTED POEMS AND PROSE 
Oxford University Press 

A NATURAL PHILOSOPHER DAMNED 

Touchstone: Hast any philosophy in thee, shepherd? 
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Corin: No more but that I know the more one sickens the worst at ease one is; and that he that 
wants money, means and content is without three good friends . . . that he that hath learned no 
wit by nature nor art may complain of good breeding, or comes of a very dull kindred. 
Touchstone: Such a one is a natural philosopher. Wast ever in court, shepherd? 
Corin: No, truly. . 
Touchstone: Then thou art damned. 'As You Like It' 

Clare knew the land ... But he'd never heard of the classical gods and nymphs. And out of this 
combination of ignorance and experience, he created some of the loveliest nature poetry ... 

C. Day Lewis, 'Poetry for You' 

Though cares chill winter doth my manhood blight 
And freeze like Niobe my thoughts to stone 

John Clare, 'Child .Harold' 

Clare then was damned with peculiar thoroughness. Never 'in court'-or what came, in 
provincial England, at least, to be as important, 'trade', he was condemned first to want the 'three 
good friends', then to madness, the 'blight' that threatened his poetic maturity, and finally to 
attitudes towards his poetry, during and after his lifetime, that could only distract attention from 
the intrinsic qualities of his art. In the Literary Souvenir for 1827, a 'Cabinet of Poetry and 
Romance', it is not the absence of 'Esq.' after Clare's name on the Contents page (as author of 
the 'Ballad', 'There is a tender flower') that disconcerts, but the superfluous 'The Northampton
shire Peasant'. Here is Clare the naif. There is the poetry, that presumably evoked much the same 
response as women preachers from Dr. Johnson-'you are surprised to find it done at all'. Later 
it was madness that lent glitter. As for the twentieth century, in attempting to get Clare his due, 
it has perhaps striven a little too hard to make known his difficulties, even, pace Mr. Day Lewis, 
to the point of invention, as in the matter of his 'ignorance'. One welcomes, therefore, the publi
cation of Clare: Selected Poems and Prose, chosen and edited by the indefatigable Eric Robinson 
and Geoffrey Summerfield for the New Oxford English Series ( Clarendon Press : Oxford University 
Press) (12s. 6d.), as an opportunity to make better known the quality of Clare's poetry. 

Attractively produced by the publishers and edited by two Clare scholars whose enthusiasm 
for their subject has recently given us The Shepherd's Calendar and The Later Poems and will 
shortly bdng us, for the first time, the full text of The Parish, this selection is the best corrective 
one could imagine to any misconceptions about Clare that remain. It offers a fair range in the 
poetry: from Clare's emergence from apprenticeship to Goldsmith, Thomson, Cunningham and 
Cowper to a distinctive mode of his own, through what the editors call 'a monument to Clare's 
frustrations', 'The Midsummer Cushion', to the final period in the asylum in Northampton. In 
mode and content this represents an achievement of quite unusual variety: Augustan descriptive 
in the extracts from 'The Shepherd's Calendar', poetry of direct observation, satirical shrewdness 
in the passage from 'The Parish', and increasing depth of feeling in the later poems. A piece of 
great interest, for itself but also for the light it casts on 'The Shepherd's Calendar', is 'Valentine 
Eve', the verse-tale Clare wrote to accompany 'February'. He intended to add to the 'human 
interest' of the descriptive poems by appending to each month's a narrative in verse. (No doubt, 
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the editors will comment more fully on this relationship in the collected. edition they are preparing 
for the Oxford English Texts series. There, perhaps, too, 'Valentine Eve' may be restored to the 
'Calendar'. The tale was neither mentioned nor included in the editors' edition of the poem in 
1964). This, then, is a selection to demonstrate not only the variety and individual excellence of 
Clare's poetry, but also the Grand Design that informs its individual works (as above) and the 
work as a whole-for example, the philosophic unity given through imagery and allusion by the 
Paradise and Judgment themes. If one has a criticism to make of the selection, it must be that the 
last period does not get its due. 'Child Harold' is under-represented; Don Juan, not at all, and the 
poems of the Knight transcripts, MS. 110 and the 'Shorter Poems' section of 'The Later Poems' 
are all skimped. One misses the apocalyptic flare of 'There is a day a dreadfull day' ('mis' quoted 
as 'dreadful' in the introduction) or the-well-worn perfection of'The Peasant Poet', however much 
one deplores the 'title'. 

What is to some degree a compensation is the generous amount of space given to little
known prose extracts. These are juxtaposed, illuminatingly, with poems on .a common theme. 
They are not only rich sources for the natural or social historian, but also valuable works in their 
own right, Cobbettian in proportion and measure, sharply observed, sturdily lucid, and finely 
judicious. They offer much the same variety· as the poetry-the Swiftian polemics of 'Apology for 
the Poor', the moving understatement of 'The Journey Out Of Essex', the critical awareness of 
'Artificial Nature Poetry' and (self-criticism) 'On Poems Descriptive ... ', and, of course, evoca
tions of local society and landscape. There is, too, an informative little piece where he discusses 
his debt to a number of poets. (The library of the 'untutored genius', as listed by Mr. D. Powell, 
comprised 440 volumes). 

One misses critical apparatus, however. Interest sends one, often in vain, to the notes in 
search of the occasion or source or date of a particular piece. It is, of course, one of the oddities of 
Clare publishing that we have had the selection and the specialised collections before the collected. 
Yet even for a popular selected edition, one feels this is rather light in such information. 

One or two other inconveniences exist, mainly textual. The note to line 6 of 'I am' refers 
us to a different reading in 'The Knight Transcripts'. One will not, however, find this text in the 
same editors' 'The Later Poems', the most reliable source for texts of that phase of Clare's work. 
As I pointed out in these pages in a review of the earlier volume, the editors, rather surprisingly 
in a volume committed to textual rehabilitation, offered only a selection of the poems in 'The 
Knight Transcripts' on grounds of 'unevenness'. One is also sent back to 'The Later Poems' by 
the text of the extract from 'Child Harold', titled 'Stanzas from Child Harold and interspersed 
songs' (the italics are mine). The texts differ, without explanation. In the volume under review the 
song 'Dying gales of sweet even' is followed, without omission marks, by the song 'No single 
hour can stand for nought'. In 'The Later Poems', however, it is followed by the song 'The spring 
may forget that he reigns in the sky' (on good enough manuscript authority) and that, in turn, by 
'No single hour'. As the editors reminded us (and Mr. Grigson) in their introduction to 'The 
Later Poems', adducing this very passage, the songs 'are clearly an integral part of the poem' -as 
is the sequence in which they appear. One wonders, too, after such a statement of their importance, 
whether the omission (clearly shown as such on this occasion) of the Ballad, 'Sweet days while 
God your blessings send', from the same extract was at all justifiable. It is closely related to the 
preceding section. Its second and fourth lines echo the rhyme of own/stone/one of its predecessor's 
final section, as well as developing the autumn/Mary theme introduced there. As for the Biblio
graphy, since the editors apply the same yardstick to earlier editors' volumes, I am inclined to 
think that they should have indicated that their own edition of 'The Later Poems' is itself a 
selection. 

The introduction does not measure up to the text. There is some dubious generalising, 
mostly hostile in tone, about The Romantics. The writing throughout has an unsettling bounciness 
to it-'Wordsworth's allegiance to rural Cumberland was trumpeted ... ' (my italics). Wordsworth, 
with whom Clare is compared, is cut down to size without . much argument and by implication. 
Clare is also compared in the same paragraph with the much less successful Bloomfield. We are 
further told that Clare would have been much happier in The Pantheon than Southey, yet, later, 
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he is part of the countryside, 'a whopstraw ... smelling of the farmyard'. The comparison with 
Van Gogh never gets off the ground. When we are told that 'Clare will live', the argument is not 
much more convincing than the writing that appeared on the walls of San Francisco when the 
American Jazz-hero, Charlie Parker, died-'Bird Lives'. In this case, it reads that Clare 'held 
firmly to his poetic vision throughout a long life, while some like Wordsworth and Southey 
faltered, and others like Keats and Shelley died very young'. More controlled critical argument 
would have served Clare's case better. We shall need something more convincing than this. 

Fortunately, we have it in the quality and range of the poetry exhibited in this very useful 
selection. 

ROBERT SHA w. 

BROWNING, SELECTED POEMS 
chosen and edited by KENNETH ALLOTT. Oxford University Press. 12s. 6d. 

No greater contrast to the personality and poems of John Clare could be found than in. the 
person of Robert Browning, selections from whose poems have just been issued in the same format 
as the poems of Clare reviewed above. Browning belonged to the respectable middle class; brought 
up by doting and admiring parents; educated, travelled; dependent financially, first on his parents, 
then on his wife, who adored him; finally, the successful "man ofletters", and a social lion; buried 
in Westniinster Abbey. In every respect, his career was the antithesis of Clare's. 

And the poetry? For an earlier generation, Browning was not only a great poet, but a great 
thinker, and a splendid man. 

"One who never turned his back, but marched breast forward 
Never doubted clouds would break, . 
Never dreamed, though right were worsted, wrong would triumph, 
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 

Sleep to wake". 

Professor Allott, Browning's latest editor, omits, as earlier editors would not have done, 
the Epilogue to Asolando from these selected poems, because for him, and other modern critics, 
Browning was not like that. "There is an obvious discrepancy" he writes "between Browning the 
man and Browning the poet. The poet appears strong, positive and confident, but Browning was 
not a strong man ... ".Again, "Modern biographers and critics detect that there was 'something 
not quite sound or genuine' in Browning's personality. Certainly there was an unattractive streak 
in him-a streak of commonness that coarsened his feelings and impaired his judgement". Professor 
Allott cannot take Browning's "thought very seriously". For him, Browning's "vividness of 
expression" is "his outstanding artistic resource", but this vividness "compels us after a while to 
turn down the bright illumination by paying less attention to his language". For this reason, "No 
poet, not even Wordsworth or Tennyson stands in more need of selection than Browning". He 
"wrote too much, and sometimes execrably". Professor Allott thinks little of the poems published 
after 1864 (Dramatis Personae) and, although he admits "some modern critics would be ready to 
except from this blanket condemnation, The Ring and the Book", he gives no extract from this 
work, a specimen for him of "misguided Victorian magnanimity". Professor Allott allows that, 
even in the later work, there are "striking lines, phrases, or short passages which recall an earlier 
Browning". For some, this will be altogether too harsh a judgement, and The Ring and the Book 
will remain a great work. not in any way even in merit, but one to read, re-read and ponder. 
Listen to the Pope's soliloquy-

"Paul-'tis a legend-answered Seneca, 
But that was in the dayspring; noon is now; 
We have got too familiar with the light. 
Shall I wish back once more that thrill of dawn? 
When the whole truth-touched man burned up, one fire?" 

G.I. 
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PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 
by the REV. J. L. CARTWRIGHT 

129. 

A Jarrold 'Sandringham' Book, published by Jarrold Colour Publications, Norwich. 3s. 6d. 

This new guide to the Cathedral is illustrated in colour, and very fine colour too. The view 
of the sanctuary is particularly fine. There are also illustrations of the present Bishop, the Dean, 
and other clergy, a feature absent from the older guide-books. The form of the book is "popular", 
but the letterpress is by Canon Cartwright, which ensures that the information is accurate, and 
well expressed. "This noble building lifts up the hearts of those who, although their motives may 
have been mixed, yet built and wrought to the glory of God". There should be a wide public 
for a book of this kind. 

ARCHBISHOP HENRY CHICHELE 
by E. F. Jacob. Nelson. 42s. 

Profes~or Jacob is an old friend of the Record Society, and his lecture on Chichele to our 
members in 1948 (see Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. I, p. 35) will be remembered. 
Chichele was Archbishop of Canterbury for twenty-nine years, a long period in any age. Shakes
peare put into his mouth a very long genealogical speech in Henry V, with the famous purple 
passage about the honey-bees. 

Professor Jacob, for so long a Fellow and Librarian of All Souls College, knows more 
about the Archbishop, one of Northamptonshire's most famous sons, than anyone else, and it is 
entirely appropriate that he should have written his life, as it is that he should have edited the 
four volume edition of Chichele's Register. 

RECUSANT HISTORY 

The Rev. Godfrey Anstruther, O.P. has completed a monumental work of research on 
Seminary Priests. This lists alphabetically the names of these priests, their country of origin, and 
diocese, parents' names (where known), date and place of ordination, sphere of work, and eventual 
fate, with the necessary authorities. A Northamptonshire example is John Paine, who was ordained 
at Cambrai in 1576, worked in Essex, was captured in Warwickshire in 1581, committed to the 
Tower the same year, and hanged at Chelmsford on 2 April1582. The compilation will be of great 
value to students of Recusant history. 

It can be obtained from the author (The Rev. Godfrey Anstruther, O.P., Holy Cross 
Priory, Leicester) for 55s., or post free 63s. inland, 70s. to Europe, and 80s. beyond. It weighs a 
fraction over 10 pounds. A copy is available to students at Delapre. 
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W. E. Cockerill & Sons Ltd. 7 Milton Street _ 33429 Dust Northampton Ltd. - 18 St. Gi/es Street 36008 

BUILDING SOCIETIES 
Anglia Building Society - 85 Abington Street 34800 
Northampton & Midlands 

Building Society 60 Gold Street- - 37422 

BUTCHERS 
G. J. Douglas - -

CHEMISTS 

12 Abington Square 39208 

Philadelphus Jeyes 
& Co. Ltd. - - - - 6 The Drapery - 34335 

CHINA STORES 
Church's China Stores - If The Parade - 38082 

CONFECTIONERS 
J. Lawrence & Co. - - St. Gi/es Street 37939 

CORSETRY SPECIALISTS 
The Corset Shop - - - 63a Abington Street 38346 

DEPARTMENTAL STORES 
Northampton Co-operative 

Society Ltd. - - - - 64 Abington Street 

DRAPERS 
Rose's Drapery 

Warehouse Ltd. 

FINE ART DEALERS 
York Studios Gallery 

65 Abington Street 

(Prop.: John A. Tysom) 20 York Road- -

FIREPLACE MANUFACTURERS 

34866 

38755 

31509 

A. Bell & Co. Ltd. Kingsthorpe Works 37501 

FRUIT, VEGETABLES, GROCERY & 
FROZEN FOODS 

Gordons - - - 58 St. Giles Street 36343 

HATTERS & OUTFITTERS (MEN'S) 
Montague Jeffery {St. Giles Street 

Established 1901 and Derngate }39605 

HOUSE FURNISHERS 
Hamp & .Sons Ltd. - - 32 Sheep Street - 39566 
Hemmings Brothers f 26 Abington Square} 32334 (Northampton) Ltd. l_ 27 York Road 
Jeffery Sons & Co. Ltd. - Gold Street 39351 
Phillips's 

Northampton Ltd.- - IS Abington Street 37446 
A. Watts & Sons Ltd. - 80 Abington Street 38212 

MEN'S & BOYS' OUTFITTERS 
Berrills - - - - - 20-22 Abington Sq. 38973 

MOTOR ENGINEERS 
Beard & Son . 

(Motor Engineers) Ltd; 34-42 Abington Av. 35455/6 

NEWSAGENTS & TOBACCONISTS 
Sidney Childs - - - - 332 Wellingboro' Rd. 37986 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT & TYPEWRITERS 
Bransons (Northants) - 34 St. Giles Street 36708 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
H. Cooper & Son- - - 8 George Row- 36849 

PRINTERS 
Guildhall Press 

(Northampton) Ltd. - St. Katherine's St. 37734 
J. Stevenson Holt- - - 20 New/and - - 36747 
Mercury Press (Northamp-

ton Mercury Co. Ltd.) The Parade 34777 
Xpres Printers Ltd. - - 20 Bearward Street 38703 

RADI 0 & TELEVISION 
County Radio Co., - - 22-24St.LeonardsRd. 61946 
F. A. Goode Ltd. - - - 5 Towcester Road- 61201 

30 Kingsley Park Ter. 39139 
lOa Harborough Rd. 38247 

REMOVAL & STORAGE CONTRACTORS 
Hamp & Sons Ltd. 32 Sheep Street - 39566 

RESTAURANTS 
Wedgwood Restaurant - Abington Street - 37837 

RUBBER & SPORTS GOODS 
Allison's Rubber Co. - - 43 St. Gi/es Street 35487 

SHOE RETAILERS 
W. H. Bonham 

(Established 1856) - - 33 St. Gi/es Street- 36147 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 
Wiggins & Co. Ltd. I {36258 

(Incorporating ~ 6 Abington Street 36259 
G. T. Du rant - -J 36766 

Towcester 423 
Wel/ingboro' 2/36 

WATCHMAKERS & JEWELLERS 
E. Brugger - - - - - 8 Abington Square 34367 
A. E. Prouse & Son - - 64 St. Giles Street 39484 

WOOL, ART NEEDLEWORK & BABY WEAR 
A. & J. Edmunds - - - 36 St. Giles Street 37768 
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THE COVER: A RECUMBENT EFFIGY 

THE COVER DESIGN shows the recumbent effigy of Sir Thomas Tresham in All Saints' Church, 
Rushton. Originally the monument stood in St. Peter's Church, Rushton, but when St. Peter's 
was demolished in 1785, the monument was moved to All Saints'. All Saints' Church was damaged 
by fire in 1963. The damage has now been made good and the monument cleaned. It is intended 
to restore it to its original condition, with its proper heraldic colours. The base of the monument 
contains the Arms of the Treshams, of the Penythornes, the owners of Rushton Manor before 
the Treshams, and the Harringtons of Hornby, Lancs., Sir James Harrington having been the 
maternal grandfather of Sir Thomas Tresham. 

This Sir Thomas Tresham was. born about 1500 and was knighted by Henry VIII in 1530. 
He was one of the King's Commissioners for the surrender of Monastic lands, including the 
Abbey of Peterborough. When, on the death of Edward VI, Northumberland proclaimed his 
daughter-in-law, Lady Jane Grey, Queen of England, Tresham sided wirh Mary Tudor and 
himself proclaimed her Queen at Northampton. Queen Mary re-established the Order of the 
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem in England, suppressed by her father, and in 1557 appointed 
Tresham, whose wife Anne Parr had died some time before, Lord Prior of the restored Order. 
When Elizabeth came to the throne Tresham was summoned to Parliament, taking his seat above 
all the Temporal Peers, but shortly afterwards his Order was again dissolved. Queen Elizabeth, 
however, allowed him to retain his title of Lord Prior, because she considered that he had rendered 
her a service when he proclaimed her sister, since if Lady Jane's claim to the throne had been 
allowed, neither Mary nor Elizabeth would have been Queens. According to Fuller, however, this 
permission to use the title of Lord Prior during his life brought him neither profit nor power, 
and he died in March, 1559/60. 

The Knights Hospitaller was one of the two Military Orders founded in the Holy Land for the 
protection of pilgrims in the early days of the Crusades, the other being the Knights Templars. 
The first establishment of the Hospitallers in England was at Smithfield in 1100 and their first 
church was dedicated in 1185. The effigy of Sir Thomas Tresham "is remarkable as being the 
only one of its kind in England". Sir Thomas Tresham is wearing the dress assigned to his Order 
by PopeHonoriusiii (1216-1227). This was "along blackmantlewornovertheirarmour with a white 
cross fiory on their heart and a cap of heraldic form" (A. Hartshorne, Recumbent Monumental 
Effigies in Northamptonshire, (1876), p. 16). 

When the Knights were expelled from the Holy Land they went to Rhodes, and afterwards 
to Malta, which was given them by the Emperor Charles V. They are represented today by· the 
Knights of Malta with headquarters in Rome, engaged in hospital and charitable works. The 
Venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem was re-established in England by Queen Victoria, and 
they too are engaged in sponsoring charitable works of which the best known is the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade. The British Association of the Sovereign and Military Order of Malta and 
the Venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem, whose headquarters are at the Priory in Clerkenwell, 
have undertaken to restore Sir Thomas Tresham's monument to its former glory, and it is hoped 
that this enterprise may be only one of the ways in which the Orders work together in the future. 

The grandson of the Lord Prior was the better known Sir Thomas Tresham of Elizabethan 
days who built Rothwell Market House, the Triangular Lodge at Rushton, and the New Building 
at Lyveden. 
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In the finest tradition of 
Qgality and Service 

Avon 
Q]Jality Cosmetics since 1 8 8 6 

Avon's world famous 
range of over 200 
cosmetics, toiletries and 
gifts, is available only through 
Avon Representatives who provide 
a friendly, personal service 
in the home. 

Avon cosmETics 
NEW YORK LONDON MUNICH PARIS ROME 

MANUFACTURING CENTRE FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM: NUNN MILLS ROAD, NORTHAMPTON 

42-66-NCA 
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A MEDIEVAL FONT BOWL 

Found in the stables at the Rectory, SS. Peter & Paul, Kettering 

(half inch scale) 

Drawing and Photograph by Robert Carr 

The bowl in its entirety is set on a pillar and base of much later date and it may have 
been used either as a baptismal font or as a holy water stoupe. 

The cavity of the bowl has been diminished by laying a sheet of slate 5.5 c.m. below the 
upper edge of stone. This is indicated in the accompanying plan. There is a central hole draining 
into the lower portion of the bowl but this has no traceable outlet. 

The faces on four of the bowl's eight sides are badly defaced, partly due to the soft and 
coarse nature ofthe limestone which, even originally, can only have allowed minimal detail. There 
is no indication of where it originally stood. - }.L.C. 

NIGHT SCHOOL IN 1762 
Northampton, March 20, 1762 

NOTICE is hereby given 
THAT THOMAS CRASS, who was six Years Assistant to Mr John Smith, Writing

Master, deceased, and three Years since to his Widow, Joyce Smith, is disengaged from thence, 
and has opened a School at the Bottom of Saint Giles's Street in this Town; where Youth are 
taught Writing, Arithmetic both Vulgar and Decimal, Geometry, Surveying, Trigonometry both 
Plain and Spherical, [Sun] Dialling, Architecture, and other Sciences Mathematical. And he takes 
this Opportunity of returning Thanks to his Friends for their particular Favours, hoping for the 
Continuance of the same, which he will endeavour always to merit. 
N. B. The said THOMAS CRASS continues his Attendance in the Evenings as usual, that 
those Artificers and others, who cannot attend in the Day-Time, may learn the above Sciences. 

!~Land survey'd, and neatly plann'd, at reasonable Rates. 
:· Northampton Mercury, 22 March 1762. 
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A1PILGRIM BADGE? 

I 
'I , ·, 

(( \l 
'I 

The small stone mould illustrated above (full size) was found by Miss Norah M. Tebbutt 
of Kettering at Pipewell on the site of the Cistercian Abbey. She sent it to the London Museum 
for a report which B. W. Spencer, Assistant Keeper, kindly provided (letter dated 21st June 1967). 

"The mould certainly has all the general characteristics of moulds used for casting 
pilgrim badges. These were usually made of small rectangular blocks of close-grained stone 
and often with designs cut on both sides. However, the same sort of moulds were used for 
the manufacture of a wide variety of metal costume accessories such as brooches, buckles 
and small ornaments that were attached in profusion to medieval1eatherwork. 

-"The design on your mould does not resemble any pilgrim badges I know of, 
except that the bearded head is reminiscent of small badges depicting the Vernicle. I think 
it is more likely to be a strap-end. A counter-mould would originally have fitted on top of 
your section of the mould and I suspect that provision would have been made in this for 
completing the outline thus:-

"Dating this kind of folk art is very difficult and I can only suggest that the mould 
belongs to the 15th century." J.M.S. 
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LIVES OF THE SAINTS 

Alban Butler's "Lives of the Saints" was first published in 1773. Since then it has passed 
through many editions, and a new one has just appeared edited by the Rev. Bemard Kelly, who 
has added the lives of Saints canonised since 1773, up to 1938 (5 vols., 7 gns., Virtue and Co. Ltd). 

Even Gibbon described it as "a work of merit; the sense and learning belong to the author 
-his prejudices are those of his profession". It is often forgotten that the author of this classic 
work was a Northamptonshire man, although Baker with his thoroughness sets out the facts 
(Hist. and Antiq. of the County of Northampton, I 476). The Butlers of Apeltre, in the parish of 
Aston le Walls, were an armigerous family, connected by marriage with the Washingtons. Accord
ing to Baker, Alban Butler's grandfather, having been disappointed in the results of the coming of 
William of Orange to the English throne, which he assisted, drowned his sorrows, and beggared 
the estate, with the result that Alban would not have been educated at all without the assistance 
of George Holman of Warkworth, who sent the boy at the age of eight to the English College at 
Douai, where he profited so much by his studies that he became a very learned priest, and President 
of the College of St. Omer. It was in the Holman household that another famous name in the 18th 
century history of the church was reared, the future Bishop Challoner, whose mother was the 
Holmans' housekeeper. 

KING JAMES'S JusTICES 

A manuscript poem of two hundred and eighty-four lines of verse in an unknown but" 
comtemporary hand "outspokenly satirising the foibles of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace" 
dated about 1605, was recently offered for sale by a London bookseller (Peter Murray Hill Ltd., 
June 1967, Catalogue 100). Unfortunately, when enquiries were made about its purchase for 
Northamptonshire, we were informed that it had just been bought by the Brotherton Library, 
Leeds, who intend to publish it. 

From the catalogue entry, the poem appears to be of great local interest. The author 
(whom, we suspect may have been a clergyman) has little good to say of the Justices, from Robert 
Cecil, Earl of Exeter, downwards, whom the author says thinks nothing but of his playe! Sir 
William Tate of Delapre is said to have a high opinion of his own tedious speeches, whereas wily 
John Wake of Salcey Forest 

thinkes he casts beyond the Moone 
yet he hath a pretty knacke 
well a Jury for to packe 

The author seems to have disliked Papists, and hints that Sir Valentine Knightley while passing 
for a Puritan goes to Mass. But some of the Puritans come in for hard knocks too. Sir Anthony 
Mildmay of Apethorpe 

played the wanton many a daye 
which made his pate so soone graye. 

Sir Richard Knightley is called "Gapinge Dycke" and Sir Erasmus Dryden, grandfather of the 
poet, "Dapper Draydon". 
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