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A VICTORIAN SCHOOLMASTER: }OHN }AMES GRAVES (1832-1903) 

MASTER OF LAMPORT AND HANGING HOUGHTON ENDOWED SCHOOL AND 
FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS 

PART II 

The first part of this article appeared in the last issue of Northamptonshire Past and 
Present and dealt with the career ofJ.J. Graves up to about 1870. This second (and last) 

part describes his career from 1870 until his death in 1903. 

THE pattern of the future development of Hang
ing Houghton School was, as we saw, fixed in 
the years immediately following 1870. Graves's 
own career also reached its climax at about the 
same time. In 1870 his struggle for a united 
professional association of elementary school 
teachers helped to produce the National Union 
of Elementary Teachers, later re-named the 
N.U.T., of which he became the first President. 
Graves delivered the Presidential Address at 
the first general meeting of the N. U .E. T ., which 
W;iS held at King's College, London, on 10 
September 1870. Graves published the full text 
in 1900 and it is still well worth reading today. 30 

There is unfortunately no room to reprint it in 
full here, but we hope that it will be republished 
as a tribute to Graves when the National Union 
of Teachers celebrates its centenary year in 
1970. For the purpose of this article we can 
merely summarize some of his main points. 

Graves began by stressing the importance of 
the new Union because for · the first time 
elementary school teachers had succeeded in 
sinking their differ<mces and uniting for · the 
good both of the teaching profession and of 
education as a whole. He pointed out the fresh 
opportunities presented by the passing of the 
1870 Education Act, but criticised . it for not 
making provision for the additional teachers 
who would be needed to implement it properly. 
Such teachers should be fully trained and ade
quately paid. Suitably qualified elementary 
school teachers should, in addition, be eligible 

so It was printed as a pamphlet entitled National 
Union of Elementary Teachers. An Address delivered 
by the President at the First General Meeting held in 
King's College, London, on September 10, 1870 (Prin
ted by Stanton and Son, Northampton, 1900). There 
is a copy in the N.U.T. Library (ref. C.4555). 

(Courtesy of Mrs. Reeves) 

}OHN }AMES GRAVES 
from a photograph taken in middle life 

to become masters in grammar schools and 
H.M. Inspectors of Schools. Teachers should 
not hesitate to suggest improvements in the 
Code and they should also press for an adequate 
superannuation scheme. There should also be 
a legalised registration system for teachers. On 
the work of the schools, Graves suggested that 
schools similar to the 'ragged schools' already 
established by voluntary effort should now be . 
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officially set up for 'the wanderers and prowlers 
of the streets'. He did not think that religious 
education would suffer as the result of the 
setting up of Board schools, and he made a 
welcome plea that teachers should minimize 
religious differences and stress instead the ele
ments which all the denominations had in 
common. Above all, teachers must remain uni
ted and 'take a more manly position in matters 
educational', banishing petty jealousies and 
narrow-mindedness. He concluded: 

'We inaugurate, in founding this National Union 
of Elementary Teachers, no aggressive association. 
We desire to assail nobody. We do desire to think 
and act as reasonable and educated men, to advo
cate improvements in our educational schemes and 
machinery, to look after the welfare of the nation 
as far as Elementary Education affects it, and at 
the same time try to advance our own interests, 
convinced that by the elevation of the Teacher we 
'elevate the value of education, and accelerate the 
progress of civilisation.' 

Graves continued to play an active part in 
the affairs of the Union and remained a member 
of its Executive until 1900. Of his work on the 
Executive we have the later testimony of an
other member of the Union: 

'At the Executive Mr. Graves presented the 
character of a man deeply convinced of the need, 
in the interests of education, of fair play and 
reasonable terms for the teacher. At the same time, 
on no account would he take it for granted that the 
teacher was always right in any case of dispute. He 
was a kindly, warm-hearted, shrewd man of 
business, always ready to effect an amicable settle
ment in the matter of any difficulty presented to 
him, but not loath to use the utmost vigour in 
defence of rights which he considered unreasonably 
assailed.'31 

It would take us far beyond the scope of this 
biographical essay to attempt to describe in 
detail the efforts made by the Union to carry 
out the improvements suggested by Graves in 
his Presidential Address. We may, however, 
cite the speech made by Graves at a meeting of 
the Leicester and District Teachers' Association 
in 1892. In it he reminded his audience of the 
aims of the Union when it was set up in 1870 
and discussed how far they had been achieved 
in the twenty years since that date. The report 
of his speech included the following passage: 

'Among the general results which the Union had 
accomplished, Mr. Graves said that the very first 
thing it did was to take action in favour of a pension 
scheme. Efforts had been made in 1871 to revive 
the pension minutes of 1847. Mter a great deal of 
work, they had succeeded in getting those minutes 

31 The Schoolmaster, Feb., 1903. 

revived ... In 1877 there was a memorial on 
pensions, and in 1878 a conference of members of 
parliament took place. The result of the Union's 
work was that £6,500 was annually voted by 
parliament for the benefit of older teachers, and 
by further concessions obtained in 1884 the amount 
had been raised to nearly £12,000. All teachers in 
schools before 1851 were now entitled to a pension 
... Mr. Graves also sketched the very useful results 
secured by the Union's work in connection with 
the codes, specially mentioning the abolition of the 
age clauses and of payment by results, and also in 
connection with the needlework schedule issued in 
1877. Mter referring to the benevolent fund and 
several other branches of the Union's work, the 
benefits of which were felt by teachers now, Mr. 
Graves contended that they must not only judge 
the Union by what it had done, but also by what 
it had prevented, and he earnestly appealed to all 
teachers to become members so as to strengthen its 
hands in future effort. ' 32 

Graves was also chairman of 'The School
mistress' Newspaper Company, one of the 
founders and local secretary of the Church 

- Teachers' Benevolent Institution, and several 
times President of the Northampton and Dis
trict Teachers' Association.33 Thus both cen
trally and locally Graves continued to work for 
teachers and to extend the influence of the 
Union he had done so much to establish. 

* * * 
Let us now turn to consider Graves, the 

village schoolmaster, in his day-to-day teaching 
work in Northamptonshire. What of the actual 
education given at Hanging Houghton School, 
and the more intangible 'tone' of the school 
under Graves's leadership? Here our main 
source of information is the series of letters 
written by Fred Howard to Miss Virginia !sham, 
reference to which was made in the first part of 
this article. Howard was a pupil at the school 
from 1870 to 1880 and his letters give much 
interesting detail about the school, as well as 
Howard's own impressions of Graves's char
acter. These impressions, although of great 
value, must, however, be treated with some 
caution for the judgments are inevitably sub
jective, and we have no other testimony of a 
similar kind with. which to compare them. 

First, as regards the curriculum of the Hang
ing Houghton School, it is clear that much 
emphasis was laid upon religious instruction: 
this was to be expected in a school with a strong 
Anglican tradition. A receipted bill of 1869 

32 Leicester Daily Post, 4 Feb. 1892. 
33 Obituary notice, op. cit. 
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(Photograph by courtesy of the N. U. T.) 

A photograph of the Annual Conference of the N.U.E.T. taken at Bristol in 1873. As Graves was a leading 
member of the Union, it is reasonable to suppose that he was present at this conference, but we have not 
been able to identify him positively. The most likely person is the master third from the right in the third 
row from the front. There are the same deep-set eyes, straight lips and receding forehead which appear on 

the two known photographs of Graves. 

shows, for example, that 30 Bibles and 30 
Prayer Books were purchased for the school at 
Alfred Law's shop in Northampton, which was 
a depot of the S.P.C.K. Lessons began, so 
Howard tells us, with a hymn, and the religious 
instruction given was regularly inspected by an 
Anglican clergyman. As in many country 
schools, however, non-Anglicans were admitted 
and the school did not escape some of the 
religious controversy so prevalent at this period. 
Howard says: 

'I have made no mention yet of differences in 
religious matters, but it is idle to ignore tha~ they 

existed, especially in Hanging Houghton village. 
The protagonist was Mrs. Joseph Walden. She 
hotly resented any teaching of the Church Cate
chism, and she would come and debate her point 
with the master in open class-room, to our con
sternation, and to the annoyance of Mr. Graves. 
Needless to say, this sort of thing was painful to 
her own children and did not contribute to the 
smooth passage of their school life.' 

Howard also records that Graves was choir
master at Lam port Church: 

'Mr. Graves ... was our choirmaster, and he 
quite early put me in the choir ... We were put 
through the mill in those days. We chanted all the 
Psalms both for morning and evening services, and 
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those set for special days . . . I can sing nearly all 
of them now without the aid of the Psalter . . . 
We also had nice simple anthems on very special 
occasions . . . I can remember the airs of some of 
them even now. When Mr. Graves had other 
commitments, as he often did in London, the 
curates took us in hand.' 

Religion, then, was an essential part of the 
school curriculum. The other essential ingred
ient was, of course, the teaching of the three Rs. 
Most of the orders for books and stationery were 
for such routine items as slates, copybooks, 
pens, pencils and text-books on arithmetic and 
grammar. Ho ward tells us that slates and slate 
pencils were used in the infants' room, after 
which the children graduated to pen and paper 
-the usual practice in elementary schools at 
this date. But other subjects were also taught, 
and in this respect the Hanging Houghton 
School seems to have been in advance of the 
general run of elementary schools, at any rate 
in the 1860s and '70s. As we saw in the first part 
of this article, this was the era of the notorious 
'Revised Code', but by the time Hanging 
Houghton School began to claim grant (1873) 
and so to come under the Code, the system had 
been somewhat relaxed, for a new Code of 1871 
allowed grant to be earned by pupils in Stan
dard IV and above in respect of two 'specific' 
subjects, including geography, history, algebra, 
geometry, Latin, science, domestic economy 
and foreign languages. Four years -later, grant
earning 'class' subjects were introduced (viz. 
grammar, geography, history and needlework) 
and these could be taught throughout the school 
above Standard I. As early as 1869, there is an 
account for books for use in the school which 
includes a copy ofTate's Mechanics and }ones's 
Geography; and in 1871 other text-books on 
geography were purchased, as well as a chart of 
the metric system. In 1874 a number of general 
reading books were bought by Lady !sham for 
use in the school (or perhaps as prizes?). They 
included books entitled Cat and Dog, Forest 
Home, Quadrupeds, Travels, Spiritual Guardian, 
Gospel of Childhood, Steadfast Woman, Life of 
Nelson, Evening at Home, Lives of Englishmen, 
Penny Wise, and Nails driven Home, in addition 
to three classics - Waverley Stories, Swiss 
Family Robinson and Self-Help. 

Mter 1873 the school became subject to 
inspection as a condition of receiving grant. 
Howard records briefly that 'our government 
inspector was a tall gentleman of kindly mien 
named Mr. Currie. We liked him and were not 
in awe of him'-a refreshing contrast to the 

stories so often told of the v1s1ts of H.M.I. 
during this period, and a contrast, in this case, 
to the inspector of religious subjects (repre
senting the Bishop), whom Howard describes 
as 'a much more important and pompous per
son, by name, the Reverend E. Simpson'. 
Howard also mentions subjects other than the 

FRED How ARD at the age of 93 
Born April 4th, 1866 at Scaldwell 

Died March 3rd, 1960 at Sidmouth 

three Rs which were taught during his time at 
the school (1870-80). He mentions that he learnt 
history and geography and records that Friday 
afternoons were devoted to singing and music: 

'We were taught by Mr. Graves and we used 
partly the tonic-sol-fa method, but mostly the old 
notation, and the strange thing was-for we had 
neither a piano nor harmonium-we learned most 
of the tunes, hymns, glees, part songs and rounds 
by ear and Mr. Graves had only a pitch pipe, which 
was always kept on the shelf above the fireplace. ' 34 

Howard also states that towards the end of 
his school career-and it may be noted that 
this was considerably longer than was usual in 
those days among the poorer classes:__he was 

34 The only piece of equipment which survives at 
the school from Graves's time is his tall desk, with 
capacious drawers (still used for storing school 
equipment). 
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set to learn domestic economy, and actually took 
the examination in it, only to find to his morti
fication that boys were not eligible for a pass in 
the subject. He also regretted that he never 
learnt Latin, for 'Mr. Graves was a fair Latin 
scholar I know'. During one Christmas holiday, 
Graves took Howard and another boy to help 
him survey the plot of land left in Brixworth 
by the !sham family for an Apprentices' Fund.35 

Surveying had long been a common accom
plishment of village schoolmasters and this 
occasion proved a happy one, for after a busy 
morning with a chain and iron pegs, measuring 
the land on the principle of triangulation, the 
boys were treated by their master to a pork pie 
and a pint of ale at the 'Hare and Hounds' 
opposite Brixworth Church. 

With regard to the other members of the 
~chool staff, Howard makes no mention of Mrs. 
Graves, who, one assumes, took the infants' 
class. Howard does mention, however, that a 
pupil-teacher was employed, presumably in the 
main schoolroom. This was J ane Bamford, 
daughter of an estate carpenter and a former 
pupil of the school. The account book notes 
payments to a pupil-teacher every year after 
1880 and Bamford is the name given for 1880 
and 1881, at a salary of £6.10.0 rising to 
£8.10.0 p.a. 

Something of the character and personality 
of Graves the village schoolmaster also emerges 
from Howard's recollections. He recalls an 
amusing incident when he was in the infants' 
department: 

~At that time I wore frocks, and on occasions of 
misbehaviour was sent outside to stand in the large 
room with my back to the wall, much to my disgust 
and to that of my sisters, as they considered my 
state of disgrace a slight on the family. I can 
remember having a few strokes from Mr. Graves's 
cane, more as a token than anything, for he never 
hurt, but my skirts used to fly up round the cane, 
causing much fun to the onlookers.' 

On the question of discipline, Howard records 
other occasions later in his school career when 
two of the bigger boys gave trouble: 

'With such a crowd one need not wonder that a 
few incidents occurred. One such really developed 
into a wrestling match between Mr. Graves and 
'Kid' Richardson. That was excitement if you like! 
I think the honours were about even with the 
schoolmaster the winner on points, for 'Kid' Rich
ardson was one of the tallest scholars in the school. 
On another occasion, it was a Lamportian who was 

35 Now known as 'Charity Farm', on the Holcot 
road. 

involved. This was a matter of absconding and the 
culprit raced off down Hanging Houghton lane 
with the master in hot pursuit. I think the boy had 
been caned on the hand, which was, I believe, well 
deserved. He was brought back after a struggle.' 

Howard's conclusion on Graves as a disci-
plinarian was as follows: 

'Our master, Mr. Graves, was a very humane 
and considerate man. The only chastisement was 
by cane, and that only used in extreme cases. His 
discipline was just and only occasionally severe
cuts on the fingers with the cane were quite 
persuasive enough.' 

There is one other aspect of Graves's char
acter mentioned by Howard, but it is difficult 
to know how much weight to give to his account 
of it. Apparently, Graves delayed in applying 
for a certificate entitling Howard to remission 
of fees for three years. (This was an 'Honour 
Certificate' awarded by the Education Depart
ment to children who had passed in each of the 
three Rs in the fourth or higher standard, and 
who had made at least 350 attendances during 
the previous two years.)36 'And there', adds 
Howard, 'I am sorry to say lay our master's 
only fault-he had his favourites. Had I been 
a farmer's son or a son of the agent a move might 
have been made earlier. However, give him his 
due, he afterwards seemed pleased to speak of 
the honour'. Later Howard blamed Graves for 
making him learn domestic economy (as de
scribed above) and for not teaching him Latin. 
Unfortunately, we do not know the full circum
stances of these incidents, and oply the desire 
to record all the known facts about Graves as a 
schoolmaster induces us to mention them at all. 
The general impression of Graves left by 
Howard's letters is, however, one of an able, 
conscientious and versatile master, with a great 
deal of humanity and drive. This, taken with 
his outstanding contribution to the cause of 
teachers' associations, undoubtedly places him 
among the greatest of nineteenth-:century 
schoolmasters. 

The history of Hanging Houghton School 
after Howard left it in 1880 is somewhat sketchy. 
We know that Mrs. Graves died in 1882, for the 
Lamport registers record her burial on 31st 
October of that year, at the age of 62. It appears 
that she had retired (perhaps through illness) 
some time before this, and that she was replaced 
as infants' teacher by Graves's sister. This is 
apparent from two short letters of 1882 which 

36 See F. Smith, History of English Elementary 
Education 1760-1902 (1931), 297. 
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have survived, one (in draft form) written by 
Sir Charles Isham, and the other by Graves: 

Graves 

Lamport Hall 
Northampton. 
Jan. 8 

I enclose a check for salaries up to Xmas and we 
understand you wish matters to continue as they 
are until Easter when if your sister should under
take the position of schoolmistress now vacant, for 
the salary of master and mistress are distinct, the 
amount of the two together will be as before £100 
per ann. 

When Mrs. Dickens undertook the needlework 
a year ago, it was as an experiment, for which you 
were to receive an additional £10 p.ann. but as 
there is at the present moment no school mistress 
you of course will see the justice of paying Mrs. 
Dickens at the rate of £15 a year. 

Yours truly, 

To Sir Charles E. !sham, Bt. 
Sir, 

C. E. !sham. 

H. Houghton. 
Jan- 8- 1882. 

I enclose receipts for salaries, with many thanks 
for your kindness. I expect as a matter of course 
that some change will be made in payments-and 
will try to satisfy Mrs. Dickins; but I was not aware 
she was not satisfied, as I gave her what she asked, 
and she has not asked me to increase the payment. 
I shall offer her the full salary that was paid-so far 
as I know-to Mrs. Graves viz. at the rate of £15 
per annum. 37 If it should please the Trustees at 
Easter to appoint my sister as mistress I shall be 
glad for it will simplify matters and centralize 
responsibility. 

I remain, 
Sir Charles 
Your obedt. servant. 

John J. Graves. 

It is also known that Graves married again, 
in 1885. The marriage register of St. Mary's 
Church, Maidwell (two miles north ofLamport) 
records that on 21st May, 1885, John James 
Graves, widower and schoolmaster (aged 53 
years), married Georgiana Perkins, spinster and 
schoolmistress (aged 33 years). The marriage 
was witnessed by James Gordon Watson (who 
was the son of Adam Watson, Sir Charles 
!sham's agent) and Elizabeth Graves (his sister). 
The only other personal detail we have is that 
the joint salary received by Graves and his 
sister (or second wife, if she replaced the sister 

37 It seems that Graves was referring to the original 
joint salary (£30 for the master and £15 for the 
mistress), although the actual joint salary had subse
quently been increased to £100, as described in the 
first part of this article. 

as infants' mistress)38 had risen from £100 a 
year, which we noted in the first part of this 
article, to £131 by 1898.39 We do not know for 
certain whether Graves's sister Elizabeth con
tinued to live at Hanging Houghton. She was 
present at his funeral in 1903, together with 
another sister, Sarah, and a brother, James.40 

There was a wreath 'from mother' Tom and 
Mary', possibly children of the second marriage, 

MEMORIAL CROSS 
in Lamport Churchyard 

though we have not been able to find any record 
of their baptisms in the registers of Lamport 
church. Neither is it known what became of his 
son, Robert (born in 1854, by his first wife). 

Graves retired from the Executive of the 

38 Mr. Albert Tyrrell, who now lives at Market 
Harborough, was a pupil at the school in the 1890s 
and recalls that Mrs. Graves taught needlework and 
knitting to the girls when he was a boy there. 

39 Details from a Bank Pass Book of the Trustees, 
1898-1929. (The Northamptonshire Union Bank, 
now the National Provincial). 

40 Obituary notice, op. cit. These could be a brother 
and sister in law. 
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SIR CHARLES EDMUND !SHAM, 10th BT. 
(1819-1903) 

Trustee of Lamport Endowed School 
during Graves's Mastership. 

N.U.T. in 1900 and published the full text of 
his Presidential Address of 1870 to mark the 
occasion. He wrote a new Preface to it which is 
worth quoting in full, since these are the last 
words which we have of his : 

· 'At the moment of severing my connection with 
the Executive of the National Union of Teachers, 
I have thought it might be of interest to other and 
younger members of that body, to possess a copy 
of the President's address at the initial Conference 
of the Union, so that they may compare notes 
between then and now, and observe what progress 
has been made during the last 30 years by bringing 
Teachers together in professional unity; and with 
this view, as well as a slight token of remembrance, 
I beg the Executive to accept this copy of that 
address. · 

'Since 1870 we have gone a long way. The 
membership of the Union then formed has multi
plied a hundredfold. Many and great changes have 
been made in the status and position of the Teacher, 
as well as in the work of public education. In this 
latter quite a revolution has been effected. 

'In my address I said "If we effected our object, 

REV. ROBERT !SHAM 
(1805-1891) 

Rector of Lamport 1845-1891 
Trustee of Lamport Endowed School. 

and established our Union firmly, we might hope 
to find that Teachers would be ready for any 
emergency that was likely to arise". I think I may 
say now that I have lived to witness a realization 
·of that hope beyond anything I then contemplated. 
I also said that "Teachers' opinions ought to be 
heard directly at the Council office41 without cir
cumlocution". This has been fulfilled with good 
results. Other aspirations of the pione~rs of the 
Union have also, to some extent, been reached
such as superannuation, better salaries, and ap
pointments to the inspectorate. But the question 
"How can the education of every child in the 
country be secured in an efficient manner?" is still 
unsolved, though numerous experiments have been 
made to solve it-including the insane experiment 
of "Payment by Results". 

'The development of the Union has been 
marvellous-in its membership, in its Provident 
Society, its Benevolent and Orphan Funds, its 

41 That is, the offices of the Committee of Council 
for Education, which became the Board of Education 
in 1899. 
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Legal Department, its Parliament Representation, 
and its other branches of activity. 

'Since 1855 I have used my poor efforts to bring 
together in bonds of fellowship, good will, and 
self-help, the Teachers of the public schools42 of 
England and Wales, but the time is come to leave to 
younger hands the work of carrying the Union 
forward, with, I trust, still happier results. One 
thing I am conscious of is a feeling of satisfaction 
that the efforts of myself and others too numerous 
to mention in the cause of professional unity, and 
the influence of the Teacher, have not been in vain, 
as those who remember the state of the things in 
the "Fifties" and "Sixties" can testify. Mingled 
with this feeling of satisfaction is one of regret in 
severing my connection with the Executive of the 
National Union after a period of 30 years' service 
upon it. 

JOHN J. GRAVES. 
Lamport, Northampton, 

Easter, 1900.' 

In 1900 the Union presented Graves with a 
gift of £100 'in grateful recognition of the life-

long services rendered to education' and in the 
following year he retired from the Mastership 
of the Lamport Endowed School, after 50 years 
in that position.43 He moved to Scaldwell (the 
adjoining parish to the south) and surviving 
receipts show that he received a pension of £20 
a year from the Trustees. He died of pernicious 
anaemia on 31st January, 1903,44 at the age of 
71, and was buried at Lamport, where there is 
a cross to his memory on the north-east side of 
the churchyard, alongside one to his first wife. 
A memorial plaque inside the church was 
erected after his death. This is reproduced 
below. 

The inscription is a fitting tribute to one of 
Northamptonshire's most distinguished school
masters and, if this article contributes to a wider 
appreciation of his work and achievements, it 
will have served its purpose. 

MALCOLM SEABORNE 
Leicester University 

GYLES !SHAM 
Lamport Hall 

THIS TABLET IS ERECTED BY THE 
TEACHERS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JOHN JAMES GRAVES 
FOR 50 YEARS MASTER OF LAMPORT ENDOWED SCHOOL. 

HE WAS FOR MANY YEARS AN ACTIVE AND VALUED MEMBER 
OF THE NORTHAMPTON AND DISTRICT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION. 

ALSO ONE OF THE FOUNDERS AND THE FIRST PRESIDENT 
OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS. 

HIS DISINTERESTED AND LIFE-LONG SERVICES IN THE CAUSE 
OF EDUCATION GIVE HIM A LASTING PLACE IN THE 

HEARTS OF HIS FELLOW TEACHERS. 

n That is, the schools provided by public funds -
an interestingly old-fashioned use of the term "public 
schools". 

43 Obituary notice, op. cit. 
44 Northampton Herald, 7 Feb. 1903. 
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APPENDICES 

A. Extracts from the Will of Sir Edmund !sham, 6th Bart., relating to the foundation of Lam port 
and Hanging Houghton Endowed School-

"! give and devise unto my brother Charles !sham my nephew Justinian !sham, & my nephew 
Ffrancis Raynsford now Rector of Lamport, & to the heir of my house or Lord or Lady of the 
Manor of Lamport for the time being all those my Lands and Tenements whether ffreehold or 
Copyhold in Hadenham & Cuddington in the County of Bucks upon this special trust & consid
ering that they as soon as may be after my Decease out of th,e rents & profits of the said lands 
erect a Convenient Building in Lamport for a School-house in which a Master & Mistress shall 
Dwell & Teach as many poor Boys & Girls belonging to Lamport & Hanging Houghton as my 
said Trustees shall think proper from time to time to put under their care the Boys & Girls to be 
Taught to read & cast up accounts by the Master & the Girls moreover to be Taught to knit 
spin & do sewing work by the Mistress, who shall be likewise assistant to the Master in teaching 
the Boys & Girls to read, & the said Master shall receive for his Salary out of the said rents & 
profits fifteen pounds yearly & the said Mistress ten pounds & I will that a convenient sum out 
of the surplus of the said rents & ' profits after necessary Repairs shall be laid out in Bibles & 
Common Prayer Books & such other Books as my said Trustees shall think proper for the said 
Boys & Girls & also in Copybooks & other things which shall be necessary for their Instruction 
as aforesaid & if after this there shall be any remainder my Will is that it shall be Divided at the 
end of every year immediately after Christmas Day amongst the poorest Housekeepers of Lamport 
& Hanging Houghton not receiving Alms at the discretion of my Trustees aforesaid. In witness 
whereof I have to this my last Will all written with my own hand set my name and seal the 12th 
day of December 1758. 

E. !sham." 
A:subsequent Codicil to this Will reads as follows-

"! have devised to certain Trustees therein named all my lands and tenements ... in the County of 
Bucks upon trust for the uses and purposes therein mentioned. Now for special reasons me there
unto moving I do hereby revoke and make void the said devise and whereas I have lately purchased 
fifteen hundred pounds consolidated 3 % annuities transferrable at the Bank of England my Will 
is and I do hereby give and bequeath the sum to my nephew Justinian !sham and to my nephew 
Francis Raynsford now Rector of Lamport and to the heirs of my house or Lord or Lady of the 
Manor of Lamport for the time being and to the Rector of Lamport for the time being upon this 
special trust and confidence that they do from and after my decease pay out of the issues profits 
and dividends of the said fifteen hundred pounds yearly and every year £30 to two sober and 
discreet persons professing the religion of the Church of England a Master and Mistress who 
shall teach and instruct as many poor boys and girls belonging to Lamport and Hanging Houghton 
in the County of Northampton aforesaid as my said Trustees shall think proper from time to time 
to put under their care. The boys and girls to be taught to read, write and the common rules of 
arithmetic by the Master and the girls to be taught to knit spin and sewing work by the Mistre~s 
who shall be likewise assistant to the Master in teaching the boys and girls to read and out of the 
said £30 the Master shall receive £18 for his salary and the Mistress £12 and moreover my Will 
is that the Master and Mistress shall diligently attend to the morals of the children and carefully 
instruct them in the catechism of the Church of England and other principles of the Christian 
religion for which purpose I order that a sufficient sum out of the surplus of the issues profits 
and dividends aforesaid at the discretion of my said Trustees shall be laid out in Bibles prayer 
books and other useful and religious books for the use of the said boys and girls and also in copy 
books and other things which shall be necessary for their instruction as aforesaid and my will is 
that out of the said surplus there shall be distributed at the end of every year immediately after 
Christmas Day £5 among the poorest housekeepers at Lamport and Hanging Houghton aforesaid 
not receiving parish alms or any other weekly relief. My meaning is that the Boys be likewise 
taught by the mistress to knit and spin and that the Earnings of all the children be applyed towards 
their maintenance." 

This codicil is dated the 16th day of November 1762. 
Sir Edmund's Will was proved in the Prerogative Court at Canterbury on February 3rd, 1773 
(34 Stevens) by his widow Dame Phillippa I sham. 

Sir Edmund I sham was the fourth son of Sir Justinian I sham, 4th Bart. He was at 
Rugby School under Dr. Holyoake (Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. I, No. 5), then went 
to Oxford where he took his M.A. in 1714. He was a Fellow of Magdalen College 1720-36, and 
eventually a benefactor of the College, leaving them £1,000 towards the building of their new 
Library. He was created a D.C.L. in 1723, and was a judge-advocate of the Admiralty Court. 
After he succeeded to the baronetcy (1737) he sat in six parliaments as M.P. for the County. He 
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left £200 to the County Infirmary at Northampton and a further £1,000 to be invested to pay 
the Infirmary chaplain's salary. He also left legacies to the four London Hospitals of which he 
was a Governor. He was twice married, but had no children. 

B. A note of the present schemes governing the endowments. 

At the period when Graves was master, the !sham Charity (also known as The Apprentice 
Fund), the !sham Educational Foundation (i.e. derived from Sir Edmund's Will and Codicil), 
and the Benefit of Poor Fund (Lady Denton's bequest, 1662) were run very much together. In 
1908-10, the Charities were separated formally and henceforward the !sham Charity was regulated 
by a Scheme of the Charity Commissioners, whereas the Educational Foundation continued under 
the Trusteeship of the Lord of the Manor and the Rector. The Scheme regulating the !sham 
Charity was made by the Charity Commissioners on 1st December 1908 and sealed on 11th 
February 1910. It provided for six Trustees, one to be the Lord of the Manor as an ex-officio 
Trustee, and five others representing the Parish Meeting of Lamport (2), the Parish Meeting of 
Hanging Houghton (2) and Northamptonshire County Council (1). The income was to be applied 
for the benefit of necessitous persons and the apprenticing of poor children. 

It was always intended that a similar scheme should be drawn up for the Educational Found
ation also, and this was eventually done in 1965 (No. 5012 P. sealed on 21st September 1965). 
This scheme was made by the Secretary of State for Education and Science under Section 18 of 
the Charities Act 1960 and provides for six ex-officio Trustees, being the persons who are the 
Trustees for the time being of the !sham Charity, together with one Representative Trustee 
appointed by the Peterborough Diocesan Education Committee. Provision is made in the Scheme 
for the Trustees to make grants out of the income of the Charity towards the maintenance of the 
school premises and special benefits of any kind not normally provided by the Local Education 
Authority, together with other educational benefits, such as exhibitions, tools, books, etc. It thus 
continues to serve a very useful purpose in the educational life of Lamport and district. 

C. List of Masters of Lam port Endowed School since its foundation. 

1. }OSEPH CLARKE, 1780-1818. 
Joseph Clarke came from Chipping Norton in Oxfordshire, and was appointed Schoolmaster 

at Old on 24 January 1780. Six months later he moved to Lamport to the School-house at Hanging 
Houghton, where he died on 25 February 1818, being buried at Lamport. 

2. GEORGE CLARKE, 1818-1832. 
George Clarke, son of Joseph, was born at Hanging Houghton on 28 February 1790. He 

succeeded his father as schoolmaster in 1818. He was a competent draughtsman and musician. 
Whilst living at Hanging Houghton, "he took a sketch of the Lamport choir, including a good 
likeness of himself playing the violin cello". This sketch now belongs to Sir Gyles !sham (repro
duced in Country Life, 17 October 1952). In 1832, Clarke went to live at Scaldwell, and devoted 
himself to visiting every town and village in Northamptonshire, and some of the neighbouring 
counties, and making excellent sketches of the principal buildings. This valuable life-work now 
belongs to the Northamptonshire Record Society. Unfortunately, it was not remunerative, and it 
is recorded that "he sat in a room without a fire, which indeed he was too poor to afford, and 
when so cold that he could not work, he would warm himself by taking sharp walks in the garden 
and fields". He died in 1867 (Northants Notes and Queries, New Series, Vol. IV, pp. 36-40). 

3. WILLIAM GARDINER, 1832-1850 (Also spelt GARDENER). 
The payments indicate that Mr. Gardiner and his wife together acted as schoolmaster and 

mistress. His wife Sarah, was buried at Lamport on 6 April 1850, aged 62. Her death may 
have led to his resignation. Mr. G. R. Reeves writes from Wooton (9 April 1967) "I saw my 
mother on Friday last and she well remembers Mr. Graves: all her schooling took place at 
Lam port. She told me, and I have heard this many times before, that when Mr. Graves was first 
considered for the post of schoolmaster, the conditions were that he should be a married man. 
As he was not married then he advertised for a wife. This would appear to endow him with a 
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disregard for conventions even in Victorian times. The lady was in indifferent health, as my 
mother recalls some lessons in needlework, etc. being held in the schoolhouse". 

4. JoHN JAMES GRAVES, 1851-1901. 
The subject of these articles. 

5. WILLIAM ABBOTT, 1901-1932. 
Ab bott was a fine cricketer, having played for one of the minor counties, and he organized a 

successful cricket team. He was a good teacher, although reputed to be somewhat free with the 
cane. When he retired, the older children were transferred to other schools, and the then County 
Education Officer proposed to send the younger children to Maidwell, and close the school. The 
managers successfully resisted the proposal, and the school, now a Primary School, was entrusted 
to a mistress. 

6. MRs. HENRIETTA HENTON, 1932-1948. Mrs. Henton was the wife of Mr. Henry Henton, 
tenant of Hanging Hough ton Lodge Farm for many years. She was a most successful teacher. 

7. MISS ENID HUNT, 1948-1949. 

8. MRs. A. L. BENHAM, 1950-1951. 

9. MRs. MARGARET EVINA LA TIMER, appointed 8 January 1952, and still in charge. The maximum 
number of pupils in her time has been 28, but more usually the numbers have been about 15. 

On 24 June 1952, centenary celebrations were held at the school, to celebrate the building's 
erection. On this occasion, addresses were given by Sir Gyles !sham and Mr. T. H. Kirkham, 
then Secretary of the County Association of the National Union of Teachers. The N.U.T. was 
also represented by Mr. L. W. R. Pease (Executive). "Several old inhabitants remembered Mr. 
Graves with awe and respect, and the scholars, 15 in all, delighted the audience of old scholars 
and parents with short plays". 

D. A letter written by J. J. Graves in 1862 on the subject of mesmerism. 

Sir Charles !sham was a pioneer spiritualist and vegetarian and was very interested in mes
merism. Mesmer was an Austrian physician (1734-1815) who formulated 'the doctrine or system 
according to which a hypnotic state ... can be induced by an influence (originally known as 'animal 
magnetism') exercised by an operator over the will and nervous system of the patient' (O.E.D.). 
A leading exponent was-Mr. Thomas Capern, secretary of the London Mesmeric Infirmary, and 
he spent six months at Lamport with Sir Charles treating various people for rheumatic and other 
ailments. The Northampton Herald (25 May 1861) reported a meeting in the School-room at 
Hanging Houghton on 17 May when Mr. Thomas Capern gave a lecture on "Mesmerism", with 
Sir Charles !sham in the chair. Among those whom he treated was J. J. Graves, who testified to 
the efficacy of his methods in a letter printed in a book written by Sir Charles in 1862, entitled 
Healing by the Hand and Will. This is the letter: 

To Sir Charles Edmund !sham, Bart. 
Sir, 

Lamport, Northampton, 
February 15th, 1862. 

In compliance with a request made by you some time since, I beg to offer the subjoined 
statement of my case, and the effects of MESMERISM upon me. I may say at once that I have 
purposely delayed the making of any statement, that I might have a fair opportunity to judge 
concerning the permanency of the effects which mesmerism has wrought in me, and so be able to 
speak more confidently upon the subject than I could have done at an earlier period. 

It was in the winter of 1858-9 that I first experienced a weakness and soreness of my throat, 
which greatly distressed me whenever I attempted to articulate. It was with difficulty that I could 
talk; I could not utter more than four or five words consecutively without being compelled to rest. 
In the summer of 1859 I felt very little of it; but as soon as the cold weather set in, the affection 
of the throat returned. I went on in this way, suffering in winter, and finding relief in summer, for 
three years. My distress was so great during the winter of 1860-1 that I seriously contemplated 
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resigning my situation, because, in consequence of my inability to speak freely, I felt I could not 
discharge the duties of my office in an efficient manner, nor to my own satisfaction. 

In September, 1861, I re-commenced teaching, after the usual holidays, during the harvest, 
and in the first week the weakness, or relaxation of my throat, returned. Just at this juncture, 
Mr. Capern came to reside at Lamport. I had met with Mr. Capern, while he was visiting here in 
the spring of last year, and consequently was slightly acquainted with him. On the 30th of this 
month Mr. Capern called casually to see me on a friendly visit, and he enquiring after my health, 
I mentioned to him the circumstances of my sore throat without having the faintest idea that he 
could relieve it, as I had always believed that nothing but rest and a mild climate could cure such 
a disorder. He said that he once cured a gentleman, a clergyman, in London, of a relaxed throat 
by means of mesmerism, and if I would allow him he should have great pleasure in attempting a 
cure of my case. Without any faith whatever in the efficacy of the means he proposed to me, I agreed 
to his proposal to call upon him in the evening. I did so; Mr. Capern began to make passes over 
and about the parts affected; soon I felt warmth, which, beginning at the throat, gradually spread 
downwards; and shortly after this I felt a sensation similar to that of breathing air highly heated. 
I sat for half-an-hour at this time, and immediately afterwards went and sang with the choir at 
their practice for an hour and a half, and that with greater ease than I ever remember to have sung 
before. I had a greater command over my voice. On the next day, October 1st, I still felt a weakness 
of the throat, but had not that difficulty of articulation which I had experienced for a week pre
viously, nor did I feel nearly so distressed. I waited daily upon Mr. Capern for a week, and after
wards at irregular intervals for three weeks longer. I have not been operated upon now, for upwards 
of three months. I have exerted myself as much by talking in school as ever I did, and I can posi
tively affirm that since the first week in October, nearly five months since, I have not felt the slightest 
symptoms of distress from talking, or weakness of the throat in any way, even at the end of my 
hardest day's work; I therefore think I may not unreasonably conclude that Mr. Capern, by means 
of mesmerism, has cured my throat, and I may add, that I am extremely grateful to that gentleman 
for the kindness, attention, and time he has bestowed upon me. 

I have great pleasure in · making this statement, and am prepared to bear witness to its truth 
at any time. 

I am, Sir, 

VERSE AND PROSE 

Your obedient Servant 
JOHN J. GRAVES 

Master of the Lamport & Houghton 
Endowed Charity School. 

William Congreve in his dedication to the Duke of Newcasde of the dramatic works of 
John Dry den paid this tribute to his predecessor: 

"He was equally excellent in verse and prose. His prose had all the clearness imaginable, 
together with all the nobleness of expression, all the graces and ornaments proper and peculiar to 
him without deviating into the language or diction of poetry. I make this observation only to 
distinguish his style from that of many poetical writers, who, meaning to write harmoniously in 
prose, do in truth often write mere blank verse. I have heard him frequently own with pleasure, 
that if he had any talent for English prose, it was to his having often read the writings of the 
great archbishop Tillotson. His versification and his numbers he could learn of nobody; for he 
first possessed those talents in perfection of our tongue. And they who have best succeeded in -
them since his time, have been indebted to his example; and the more they have been able to 
imitate him the better they have succeeded". · 

Macaulay, who assigned Dryden "the first place in the second rank of our poets", wrote 
of him: 

"His command of language was immense. With him died the secret of the old poetical 
diction of England,-the art of producing rich effects by familiar words. In the following century 
it was as completely lost as the Gothic method of painting glass, and was but poorly supplied by 
the laborious and tesselated imitations of Mason and Gray. On the other hand, he was the first 
writer under whose skilful management the scientific vocabulary fell into pleasing and natural 
verse. In this department, he succeeded as completely as his contemporary Gibbons succeeded in 
the similar enterprise of carving the most delicate flowers from heart of o~". 
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