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NOTES AND NEWS 

THE Annual General Meeting held at Delapre 
on Saturday, May 20th was, as usual, very well 
attended. Mr. Sidney Elborne, chairman for 
seventeen years, and a member of the Society 
since its inception, announced to the general 
regret that he would be resigning as Chairman 
of the Council. He piloted the Society through 
some complicated negotiations, including the 
transference of the custody of the records to the 
care of the local authorities; the restoration of 
Delapre Abbey, and the move of the Society's 
Library and headquarters to Delapre in 1958; 
and the subsequent close association between 
the Archives Committee and the Record Society. 
In all this work, his tact, legal skill, and pro
found knowledge ofhistory, were of inestimable 
value to the Society. Luckily, he has expressed 
himself willing to continue to help the Council 
of the Society, and to give them his invaluable 
advice and counsel. 

At a Meeting of the Council on September 
23rd, Mr. C. V ere Davidge was elected as the 
new Chairman. Mr. Davidge is also an old 
member of the Record Society, and served for 
some years as vice-chairman, when much work 
fell to him, as Mr. Mellows' health was failing. 
Mr. Davidge is a Fellow and Tutor (in law) of 
Keble College, Oxford, as well as Bursar of the 
College. 

It was announced at the Annual General 
Meeting that a great many MSS. once belonging 
to George Baker, the early 19th century his
torian of .Northamptonshire, were being sold 
at Sothebys, and Sir Gyles !sham, the President, 
announced that subscriptions were invited for 
a fund to purchase as much of the collection as 
related to Northamptonshire. The response was 
very generous, and a sum of £800 was promised 
-including a generous donation from the 
Archives Committee. Unfortunately, we were 
not successful at the auction, and the entire 
collection was purchased by "Mr. Easton", who 
turned out to be Lady Hesketh! However, Lady 
Hesketh has most generously deposited the 
papers at Delapre, where no doubt students 
will be quick to appreciate their value, which is 
enhanced by the fact that other MS. papers of 
George Baker, purchased by Lord Hesketh 
before his death, have been added to the collec
tion. We are most grateful to Lady Hesketh for 
her action. 

Another interesting collection of muniments 

has been deposited at Delapre by the Governors 
of Jesus Hospital, Rothwell. Founded by Owen 
Ragsdale, a schoolmaster and tenant at the 
Manor - house at Rothwell of Sir Thomas 
Tresham, this ancient foundation continues to 
flourish, although it now houses married 
couples, as well as the old men, whom it was 
the original purpose of the charity solely to 
benefit. A curious provision of the original 
letters patent of Queen Elizabeth I was that no 
nobleman should be eligible to act as governor, 
perhaps because it was feared they might use 
the institution to pension off their old retainers, 
thus relieving themselves of their duty. 

The lecturer at the Annual General Meeting 
was Professor David Knowles, now retired from 
his duties at Cambridge, but still Professor 
Emeritus. His subject was the Reformation in 
England under Henry VIII. As he himself said, 
as a priest he was not impartial, but everyone 
was struck by his objective historian's view. 
The Tudors brought internal peace after the 
Wars of the Roses, which explains why, com
paratively complacently, the English people 
accepted the changes their rulers imposed on 
them. Wolsey himself paved the way, first by 
his treatment of all in church and state who 
opposed him, and, secondly by making his name 
and office odious. Professor Knowles, of course, 
did not put it quite like that! 

The autumn lecture was on October 28th by 
Mr. R. W. Ketton-Cremer, on English Country 
House Life in the Eighteenth Century. As the 
biographer of Horace Walpole and Thomas 
Gray, Mr. Ketton-Cremer was well-qualified 
to speak on this subject, and his lecture, deliv
ered in an easy style, was much enjoyed by the 
largest gathering of members to meet at Delapre 
since the Opening day. 

Our publication programme has suffered a 
further blow by the resignation of the General 
Editor, Dr. Martin, on his departure for Canada 
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for a year. However, Dr. Pettit's book on the 
Royal Forests is now in proof, and the Society 
is reprinting Vol. XIII on the Foundation of 
Peterborough Cathedral, 1541, by the late Mr. 
Mellows. The volume is out of print, and 
there has been a consistent demand for it. It 
will be issued free to all our present members 
who did not receive it in 1941. 

Despite increased legislative safeguards, the 
destruction of our ancient buildings continues. 
Blatherwycke, Brixworth Hall and Fineshade 
Abbey were in such a state that their demolition 
since the War was perhaps inevitable. The same 
cannot be said of Arthingworth Manor, whose 
destruction by its owner is nearing completion. 
This was a charming red-brick Georgian House, 
the home of the Rokeby family until the late 
1920s, a family with a unique record as "Squar- _ 
sons", a breed that would seem to have quite 
died out. The house was a good example of its 
period, not over-large, and without a trace of 
dry-rot. The owners were the Guinness family, 
who could hardly plead poverty! 

One wonders how such a thing can be coun
tenanced in these days when Georgian archi
tecture is so much appreciated. The County 
Planning Officer informs us that, as the building 
was not included among the list . of houses of 
architectural merit, the Planning Committee of 
the County Council were powerless to protect 
it. This suggests that the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government should revise their list, 
which is obviously by no means satisfactory. 

On the credit side, however, it is worth 
recalling that the medieval Priest's House at 
Easton on the Hill, which it was proposed to 
demolish) was rescued by the combined efforts 
of the Peterborough Society, the County Coun
cil, and the National Trust. It has now been 
restored and handed over to the Trust, who 
curiously enough own two other examples of 

this rare type of dwelling, at Alfriston in Sussex, 
and Muchelney in Somerset. Alfriston was built 
in 1350, Muchelney in 1450, and Easton, a 
little later. Compared with most medieval par
sonages, it is a substantial affair, stone-built, and 
of two stories. It was probably built during the 
incumbency of Thomas Stokke, a man of some 
consequence, Fellow of King's College, Cam
bridge, and a canon of York and South well. 
This would indicate a late 15th century date. 
For many years it served as a farm building, 
but even this use had been discontinued. It is 
now to be used as a hall by the people of the 
parish and the Parochial Church Council. 

Another house which is causing some anxiety 
is Laxton Hall near Oundle. For the past 40 
years, this interesting place has housed a public 
school run by the Dominican Order, but they 
have now decided to give up the school and 
surrender the house. Laxton was b1,1ilt by the 
Reptons who landscaped the park, and there is 
a fine hall designed by George Dance.. The 
Reptons complained that they were never paid 
for the work by their employers! It is greatly to 
be hoped that a suitable use can be found for 
this interesting building. 

The death of Sir Frank Stenton, F.B.A., at the 
age of 87 at his home in Reading, has removed 
from among us a man who was undoubtedly 
one of the greatest medieval historians of this 
century. It was at his instigation and with his 
powerful help that the Northamptonshire Re
cord Society was formed forty-seven years ago. 
As a founder member and Vice-President, he 
has been its friend and counsellor ever since, 
and with Lady Stenton has been with us at all 
the great moments of our history. As we are 
just going to press it is too late this year to give 
an adequate account of him, but this has been 
promised by Miss J oan · Wake for our 1968 
number. 

The death of Andre Maurois, the French writer, on October 7th 1967, will be regretted 
as much in England, at least by the older generation, as in France, for this country has surely 
never had a sincerer and more appreciative foreign friend. His first book Les Silences du Colonel 
Bramble, was probably his best known. It may interest Northamptonshire folk to know that one 
of the principal characters-Major Parker-was drawn partly from the late Major God win Wake 
of Courteenhall and partly from Lieut. -Colonel J enner, who both served on the staff with Monsieur 
Maurois at Abbeville in the 1914-18 war. The English edition was translated by Major Wake's 
sisters, Miss Thurfrida Wake and Mrs. Archdale. 
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p.98. 

71 

INTEREST in other than the stylistic aspects of architecture has been growing during the last thirty 
years and architectural historians are now asking questions about building materials, their origin 
and distribution, their transport and the techniques involved in their exploitation. In a "do it 
yourself" age people are now interested in how buildings were put up as well as tracing the 
evolution of styles and fashions. This is reflected in a growing number of books dealing with these 
problems. T. D. atkinson's Local Style in English Architecture (Batsford, London 1947) and L. F. 
Salzman's monumental work Building in England Down to 1540 (Oxford 1952) were two of the 
first post-war books to generate an interest in building materials and their effect on local style. 
Alec Clifton Taylor's Pattern of English Building (Batsford, London 1962) was a definitive work on 
the national scale. A. J. Arkell's Oxford Stone (Faber, London 1947) showed how the rich archives 
of Oxford colleges could be used to illustrate their building history and the progressive search 
for materials wider and wider afield. His book has produced a worthy follower recently in Donovan 
Purcell's Cambridge Stone (Faber, London 1967) and this work by the Consultant Architect of 
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Ely Cathedral has many points of interest for lovers of Northamptonshire building because 
Cambridge has been using Northamptonshire building materials since the early Middle Ages. 

Everyone knows that Northamptonshire straddles the Jurassic system which includes a 
thick series of strata yielding the most important building stones in England, the upper, middle 
and lower Oolites. The lower Oolite slopes are covered with boulder clay. In the north part of 
the county and in Rutland a group of excellent building stones is produced. 

For minor building in the Roman period many local stone pits were opened up which have 
left few traces but already in Roman times Barnack stone1 was being exploited and Collyweston 
slates were known. 

Much reused Roman material found its way into the earlier Saxon churches in the area. 
The dressings of the good quality .work at Brixworth of c. 675 are of brick with no Barnack stone 
used but by the early 11th century the churches of Barnack, Earls Barton and Wittering which 
have substantial portions of Anglo Saxon work surviving, show that quarrying large blocks of 

Barnack stone was in full swing. E. M. 
J ope2 has recently demonstrated the 
astonishingly wide distribution of build
ing stones in late Anglo Saxon times 
and he thinks that considerable bulk 
transport is thereby implied. Barnack was 
used for long and short quoins as far 
south as N. W. Essex and Hertfordshire; 
he also traces it at St. Peter's, Bedford 
and at Milton Bryan. 

Barnack rag is a coarse textured 
and very shelly limestone well suited 
to the robust character of Saxon and 
Norman building. Its enduring nature 
can be seen in the fabric of Ely Cath
edral, at Peterborough, in St. Benet's 
and St. Sepulchre's Churches at Cam
bridge. The quarries were the prized 

BARNACK. The "hills and holes" of the medieval quarries, possession of Peterborough Abbey and 
looking towards the village. The late Anglo Saxon west the monks gave licence for other moo
tower of the church, with its early 13th century pyramidal as tic houses such as Ramsey, St. Edmunds 

spire is seen in the distance. Bury, Sawtry and Crowland to win stone. 
The supply may have begun to run out 

as early as the mid 14th century which is not surprising when one considers the number of Fen
land abbeys and parish churches with easy access by water but Peterborough is recorded digging 
stone there as late as 1453-4. Today the quarries situated to the south of the village are grassed 
over. Air photography3 illustrates well the small scale and rather wasteful methods of the 
medieval quarrymen. Children play in the "hills and holes" where once the shouts and chipping 
of the masons echoed. 

From the last quarter of the 13th century quarries at Weldon, eight miles north ofKettering 
on the Stamford Road have produced freestone. Bridges4 mentions an inquisition taken after the 
death of Richard Bassett in 1276 when the Manor of Weldon was said to be held in chief of the 
Crown and the stone quarries were valued at xiid yearly. The stone is of quite a different compo
sition to Barnack, being composed of Oolite spherules and shell fragments bound together in a 
cement of micro crystalline calcite. It is of "two considerable varieties" if we accept Morton's 
subdivision-which occur above and below a two foot bed of ragstone. The best freestone lies 

1 See V.C.H. Northants ii (1906) p. 293. 
2 Medieval Archaeology volume VIII 1964. The 

Saxon Building Stone Industry in Southern and Mid
land England, pp. 91-119. 

3 Medieval England: An Aerial Survey. M. W. 
Beresford and J. K. St. J oseph, Cambridge, 1958, 
p. 233. 

4 Quoted by Purcell, op. cit. p. 38. 
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under the rag bed; this is fine in grain and creamy in colour. The upper bed produces coarse, 
shelly durable stone suitable for rubble and dry stone walling. It is easily worked (hence the term 
freestone) and is very frost resistant. It lies in horizontal beds with a few vertical vents and fractures 
and was extracted until the second world war by hand sawing. Petrol driven saws were then brought 
in and these continued in use until three or four years ago when the drilling and plug and feather 
technique was adopted. This is currently in use also at Clipsham. The pneumatic drill drives 
vertical holes 4' -6" apart into the working platform and into these are put the "feathers" -long 
narrow steel plates: between each pair of feathers a steel "plug" is then inserted and the whole 
line is hammered to split the stone away from the bed. A crowbar is used to ease it out and to lift 
it so t..h.at a chain from a derrick can be passed beneath it. 5 

Weldon stone has been used for such famous buildings as Rockingham Castle (1275), Kings 
College, Cambridge (1446 onwards), Old St. Pauls (according to Bridges but not substantiated), 
Jesus College and Great St. Mary's Church, Cambridge and it has recently been used for repair 
work in both Norwich and Ely Cathedrals.6 When I visited the quarry this summer the yard was 
full of stone ready to be sent to restore Chichester Cathedral. We know that in the Middle Ages 
and Tudor times the stone was carried by carts to Gunwade ferry, on the River Nene 1! miles 

CLIPSHAM. General view of the quarry showing two of the derricks used for moving the stone from the face. 
Note the clay overburden and the great depth of the freestone. 

5 Much of this information is derived from an 
interesting commentary given by Mr. A. S. Ireson 
to Kettering W.E.A. Local History Class when they 
visited Weldon Quarries in June 1967. 

6 And for lesser public buildings, e.g. the Alfred 

East Gallery, Kettering (J. A. Gotch 1913). It was 
also used a great deal in Kettering in the 1890s, such 
as Rockingham Road School and the old Pavilion 
Cinema. (Information from Mr. Bland ofW. T. Cox 
& Co. Ltd.). 
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east of Castor, where it was loaded into barges en route for the Fenland river system. Occasionally 
when there was great urgency (as in the continuation of Kings Chapel after a long standstill in 
1508) carts took the stone from Weldon and Clipsham all the way. 

Clipsham village is in Rutland but the present working quarry is over the border in Lincoln
shire. From as early as the 14th century this stone has been of sufficient repute to be chosen for 
the royal works at Windsor Castle and it was used at Kings, Cambridge in 1476-7.7 It is a very 
hard stone; more difficult to work than Weldon but it is in great demand today for the restoration 
of colleges of Oxford (and Cambridge to a lesser extent) and the Houses of Parliament were 
reconstructed largely from Clipsham stone. 15-20 men are at present employed all the year round 
and the technique is similar to that described at W eldon, except that the blocks are scappled or 
trimmed by pneumatic chisel before sending away.8 The stone is pale cream in colour, uneven in 
its Oolitic structure and contains many shell fragments : occasional beds yield stone which is 
blue at the centre. The yard was well stocked when I visited it this summer. Stone of course is 
full of sap when it comes out of the quarry face and has to be seasoned like timber.9 Even now the 
transport costs exceed the price at the quarry face some four or five times. 

A famous freestone is still quarried in small quantities near Ketton, Rutland. You cannot 
avoid seeing the two great chimneys of the Ketton Portland Cement Company which dominate 
the area. Here is found the most even grained of all Oolitic limestones. Ketton stone is a mass of 
spherical grains of calcium carbonate held together by small particles of calcite. It looks like cod's 
roe and has an even texture which makes it comparatively easy to work and carve. It is found in 
pockets amidst large quantities of less durable stone which is broken up nowadays for cement. The 
blocks are eased out by the mechanised digger and fall down to the quarry floor where they are 
trimmed and taken to the yard to be cut down by petrol driven saws. The colour of the stone 
varies from a pale cream to brownish yellow and from pale to warm pink. Some of the pink stone 
has mottling in pale green. It has been used for Jesus College, Cambridge, Clare Hall, the Fellows 
building at Christs. Wren used it for the end fa<;:ades of the chapel at Pembroke, the chapel at 
Emmanuel and the library at Trinity. Ely cathedral North transept was restored in 1699 in Ketton 
stone. Most of the small quantity still quarried goes nowadays to Cambridge and it has been used 
for public buildings in Northamptonshire.I0 The churchyard at Ketton has a fine example of a 
stone mason's tombstone with the tools of his trade arrayed round the inscription. 

A stone which used to be very popular in decorative work in the 13th century is Alwalton 
"marble", which came from quarries on the right bank of the Nene, !-mile north-east of Alwalton 
village, Huntingdonshire (T.L.136967). The site is now overgrown with trees but there is a 
riverside walk which runs through the area of the quarries and there are still one or two blocks of 
the stone among the trees. The oyster beds produced this greyish-brown stone which takes a high 
polish and Purcell considers that it is superior in colour, pattern and durability to Purbeck marble 
with which it has been confused. It was extensively employed at Lincoln, Bury St. Edmunds and 
Ely. The series of effigies oflate 12th-early 13th century abbots and the font bowl at Peterborough 
are excellent local examples of its use. Both Barnack and Alwalton stone were transported by 
public road to the Nene to a wharf still marked by two standing stones "Little John and Robin 
Hood", a mile east of Castor (T.L. 139983). 

Quarries at Duston, on Earl Spencer's estate, produce a sandstone of a deep ginger colour 
which has a heavy iron content. This tends to wear out tools and is known in the trade as "the 
mason's bankrupter". A notable example of its use is the Georgian Manor Hall, Naseby, and it 
has been used recently to match the old part of Kettering General Hospital. There used to be a 

7 The History of the Kings Works. R. Alien Brown, 
H. M. Colvin, A. J. Taylor. London 1963, vol. I, 
p. 277. 

8 Information kindly supplied by Mr. Medwell, 
Manager of the Holywell Quarry, Clipsham. 

9 The quarry sap forms a skin which as it dries out 
gives the stone protection from erosion and corrosion. 
Cleaning must not remove this skin. As Morton says 
(op. cit. p. 100) "if it be well season'd as the Masons 

speak, that is perfectly clear' d of that humidity which 
is always found in it when tis just newly drawn out 
of the earth, by being exposed a due time to a dry 
air, it becomes more close and firm". 

10 Two lesser examples are the National Provincial 
~ank, High St.reet, Kettering and the freestone dress
~gs of Kett~rmg Public Library (1904). (Information 
kindly supplied by Mr. W. T. Cox of Kettering): 
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ALWALTON, HUNTINGDONSHIRE. The curve of the Nene runs by the side of the medieval quarries which are 
hidden by the trees in the middle distance. These quarries were ideally situated for water transport. 

flourishing trade in Duston stone up north where it was used for sanding steps and hearthstones.11 

The problem of roofing is always an acute one in the English climate and the rapid growth 
in efficiency in this aspect of building was an indication of the higher living standards that came 
in at the end of the Middle Ages. There was as Jope and Dunning point out "a general movement 
during the 13th century towards more robust and less inflammable roofing".12 This explains the 
popularity of Collyweston slates from the late 14th century when we know they were being used to 
roof Rockingham Castle. In 1375, 9,500 stone slates were bought at 8s. the thousand and in 1390, 
4,500 "sclastones" were bought for 6s. 8d., carriage to the castle being at the rate of 3s. to the 
thousand.13 Salzman quotes the building accounts of Lady Margaret Beaufort's manor at Colly
weston and mentions some of the extraordinary trade terms current in the early 16th century. 
They include "broodstones for plasterers" and "xx cartloads of bastards at 11d. the lod". "Bas
tards" were evidently for gutters and "plasterers" were used partly instead of lathes or wattling 
as a beam filling between the studs.14 

Collyweston slates are not a true slate like Welsh slate. They are a highly fissile limestone 
and the beds are found at a depth of 25-30' and are between 1 i-:3' thick. The stone is found all 
over the low plateau in this area of Northamptonshire. At Wittering it is called "Pendle"; it is also 

11 (Information kindly supplied by Mr. Bland). 
Morton (op. cit. p. 101) agrees with Mr. Bland "in 
working dulls and mears the tools of the stone 
cutters". 

12 The Use of Blue Slate for Roofing in Medieval 

England. Antiquaries Journal, Vol. XXXIV 1954, 
pp. 209-17. 

13 V.C.H. Northants ii 296; quoted by Salzman, 
op. cit. p. 232. 

14 Salzman, op. cit. pp.232-3. 
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found at Great Casterton and Godmanchester. Shafts some 8' square are sunk and the top stone 
burned for builders' or agricultural lime. The slatestone lies on top of soft yellow silica sand which 
is pecked out with a "Foxing peck". This is drawn away and the slate propped up. The miner 
works back for 6-7' along a 25' face: he then withdraws, brings the roof down by removing the 
props, breaks up the pieces with a sledgehammer and wheels the 2l-4" thick "Slate log" to the 
foot of the shaft. On being hoisted to the surface it is taken to the yard where the splitting is done 
by frost action. The mining is done in late Autumn, in time for the January-February frosts 
which delaminate the wet stone. It is now ready to be split or "dived" with a diving hammer 
and is dressed with a dressing hammer which has one axe-like cutting edge and a broad claw for 
pinching and two flat sides with which to beat the edges of the slates to straighten them. A nail 
hole is made near the head of the slate by pecking with a bill and helve or the job is done equally 
well with an electric drill. 

The slates are now stacked in different sizes-each has its trade name (Purcell quotes these 
at fascinating length) and during the summer the slaters go out to mend roofs and make new ones. 
They are attached to the lathes-preferably oak saplings-rended-or split down the middle
by oak pegs. In addition they are spot bedded with mortar and voids are left, otherwise the roof 
will leak: a small piece of slate known as a shale is put under each slate to increase the effective 
lap of the slate. The Collyweston roof is not all that heavy: it is 25% lighter than Cotswold slates 
and is not a quarter of the weight ofHorsham slabs. The thickest slate is !".15 It is an unusually 
beautiful roof covering, weathering to a dark 1Jrown and attracting brown moss. Their use has 
spread over all Northamptonshire and into Rutland, Leicester and Kesteven. They have been 
much in demand at Cambridge and recently at the Guildhall, London and for Nuffield College, 
Oxford.16 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL. Chapter house. Medieval masons 
at work building a tower. 

15 I owe much of this information to the interesting 
commentary Mr. A. S. Ireson gave the W.E.A. group 
on the afternoon mentioned in Note 5. 

16 A. Clifton Taylor. op. cit. pp. 117-118. 

J. M. _STEANE. 
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LIST OF BUILDINGS USING MATERIALS MENTIONED IN THIS ARTICLE 

BARNACK STONE: 

Barnack Church. The Pre-Conquest tower (dated by Pevsner to the early 11th century. 
Purcell p. 32.) 
Bedford St. Peter's Church. Long and short quoins. Jope p. 101. 
Breedon (Leics.). Anglo Saxon sculpture 8th century in date. Some Barnack slabs interspersed. 
Jope p. 108. 
Burghley House. Pevsner p. 94. 
Bury St. Edmunds. The monks had the right of quarrying from very early times. William I 
forbade the Abbot of Peterborough to interfere with their carrying their stone to the water. 
The tower gateway demonstrates the use of Bamack stone. V.C.H. Northants ii p. 295. 
Cambridge. St. Benet's Church, St. Sepulchre's Church and Stourbridge Chapel all used 
Barnack stone. Re-used Barnack from Fenland monasteries was employed at Corpus Christi 
(1579), Gonville and Caius (1673) and Trinity Great Court. Also it was used at Peterhouse (late 
13th century) and in Dominican Priory and Nunnery of St. Radegund later the sites respectively 
ofEmmanuel and Jesus Colleges. (Purcell29-34). Castle. Workmen employed here came from 
Barnack (Salzman p. 35) and materials included quantities of the stone. (Kings Works ii p. 581). 
Castle Hedingham, Essex. Barnack was employed as an ashlar facing the Norman keep. (Clifton 
Taylor p. 99). 
Crow/and. Received a grant of quarry land during Confessor's reign from Earl Waltheof. 
(V.C.H. Northants ii p. 294). 
Ely Cathedral. Largely built of Barnack stone which is seen taking intricate sculpture in the 
two doorways leading into the cloister. (Purcell p. 31). 
Greens Norton, Northants. Anglo Saxon long and short quoins. (Jope p. 107). 
Norwich Cathedral. Purchases of Barnack stone made in 1301 and recorded on the Sacrists 
Rolls. (Purcell p. 31). 
Pattishall, Northants. Pevsner, p. 347, notes Anglo Saxon long and short quoins which Jope, 
p. 107, records are of Barnack stone. 
Peterborough. The Abbey was the earliest and largest owner of quarrying rights. ( V.C.H. 
Northants ii p. 295). The Hedda stone (dated by Clapham to second half of 8th century and by 
Kendrick to early 9th century) is of Barnack stone. (Jope p. 100). The Saxon remains in the 
minster furnish clear evidence of the use of Barnack stone. ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 293). 
Ramsey. In William I's reign the Abbey received licence from Peterborough to obtain "werk
stan at Bernak and walstan at Burgh" for the use of their church in return for the supply of 
4,000 eels for the Ienten diet of the monks of Peterborough. Further rights were gained in 1185 
and in the 13th century ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 293). 
Reed, Hertfordshire. Late Anglo Saxon long and short work. (Pevsner, Herts p. 191; Jope 
p. 101). 
Rochester. Gundulph's crypt has monolithic shafts of Barnack. ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 295). 
Sawtry Abbey. 1176 Pope Alexander confirmed to the monks "the ditch which they had made 
at their own cost to carry stone (from Barnack) for building of their church". 1192 Ramsey 
Abbey agreed that Sawtry should have the use of the one lode (waterway) leading to their Abbey 
with the right to build a rest house for men working the stone barges. (V.C.H. Northants ii 
p. 295). 
Spalding Priory. Extensive quarrying rights were gained at Barnack from the mid 13th century 
by Prior John. ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 295). 
Strethall, Essex. Anglo Saxon nave with long and short quoins. (Baldwin Brown, The Arts in 
Early England. Anglo Saxon Architecture p. 481). Jope reckons the stone is Barnack (p. 101). 
Walkern, Herts. Anglo Saxon nave. (Baldwin Brown op cit. p. 483. Barnack stone. Jope p. 101). 
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Westmill, Herts. Anglo Saxon long and short quoins. (Baldwin Brown op cit. p. 485. Barnack 
stone }ope p. 101). 

Windsor Castle. Clifton Taylor states that Barnack "certainly reached Windsor" but I cannot 
find any supporting evidence for this. (Clifton Taylor p. 99). 
The use of Barnack stone on the Abbeys of Peterborough, Ramsey and Bury St. Edmunds, is 
noted by Morton, Natural History of Northamptonshire, 1712, p. 110. 

WELDON STONE: 

WELDON. Looking down on a line of holes drilled for plugs 
and feathers which can be seen above. 

Boughton House. Clifton Taylor recognises the use of Weldon stone here (p. 99). See also 
Morton, p. 100. 

Cambridge. Kings College Chapel; begun in 1446. Various stones were used in its building, 
including magsesian limestones in the lower parts. Between Jan. 1480- June 1483 £362 3s. 10d. 
was expended in stone brought from Weldon 'Hasilborowe' and other places (Kings Works i 
p. 278). The 1512-13 contract mentions that 'John Wastell and Henry Semerk shall provide 
and fynde at their costes and charges as m oche good sufficyent and able ston of W eldon quarryes 
as shall suffice for the performyng of all the said vauste (vault) ... ' (quoted by Salzman p. 567). 
Jesus College, Great St. Mary's 1478-1536, Caius and Gonville College 1504-1573, Trinity 
College Chape11555-64, were all built partly of Weldon stone (Purcell pp. 40-41). 

Deene Church. Monument (unspecified). (Morton, p. 106). 
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Eton College Chapel. Restoration work. ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 301). 
Geddington, Eleanor Cross 1294-5. (Kings Works i p. 479-485). Clifton Taylor states the two 
Northamptonshire crosses were of Weldon stone (p. 99). 
Great Weldon. A good example in the village is Haunt Hill House, temp. Charles I. (Clifton 
Taylor p. 100). 
Hardingstone. Eleanor Cross. (See under Geddington). 
Kettering. Most of the fabric of the church is Barnack. The spire for some 30' from the top 
was rebuilt in Weldon stone. 
Kirby Hall. Begun in 1570 for Sir Humphrey Stafford of Blatherwick, enlarged in 1575 for 
Sir Christopher Hatton. "Built of the local Weldon stone". (M.O.W. official guide book p. 8). 
Lamport Hall. South west front by John Webb, 1655: wings Francis Smith & Son, 1730, '40. 
"I like well for ye lower part of the chimney peece to be of W eldon stone". (John Webb to Sir 
J. !sham April 6, 1655. R.I.B.A. Journal Vol. XXVII, 24 Sept. 1921 p.574). "The fine free
stone used in the Webb Building and the Georgian additions was Weldon" (Country Life, 26 
Sept. 1952 p. 935). 
London. "If we may credit the tradition of the place founded on the report of skilful workmen 
who knew the grain of this stone, old St. Paul's Cathedral before the fire of London was built 
with Weldon stone". (J. Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire ii p. 354). 
Rockingham Castle, 1272-82. Thomas of Weldon at the head of six to ten freemasons was 
employed as Master Mason. Quarrymen were employed at W eldon and 'Puchsalter' to dig 
stone. (The Kings Works ii p. 817). 
Rothwell. Market House. Sir Thomas Tresham was given stone from W eldon by Sir Christ
opher Hatton which helped to complete this building. (Gyles !sham, Sir Thomas Tresham and 
his buildings. Northamptonshire Antiquarian· Society 1964-5 part ii, p. 11). 
Rothwell. Jesus Hospital. Stone for the chimneys was supplied from Weldon in 1684. "Paid 
for stone to Tirrell from Weldon for one single tunnell and two double tunnells £1-2-0". 
(Tirrell was the name of a family of masons which had been employed as masons by Sir Thomas 
Tresham, a century before this entry). This reference is in Jesus Hospital accounts, Lady Day 
quarter 1684, and I owe it to Mr. P. I. King, County Archivist. Sir Gyles !sham kindly pointed 
out the connection with the Treshams. 
Rushton Hall. Gyles !sham states that Tresham had his own quarries at Rushton, Pilton and 
Pipewell (op cit. p. 10) but Clifton Taylor claims that Weldon was used (p. 99)-following the 
V.C.H. which also adds the Triangular Lodge, Rushton to the list of buildings using Weldon 
stone. 
Whiston Church, Northants. " ... is built almost wholly of W eldon stone and is practically in 
the same condition now as when left by its builder, Anthony Catesby". ( V.C.H. Northants ii 
p. 301). Pevsner dates it to the early 16th century "completely unified in design" (p. 458). 
According to Morton, p. 110, the churches of Stanion, Weldon, Geddington, Twywell, Deene, 
Weekley, Corby, Brigstock and Little Oakley were built from stone from Stanion Quarry, 
presumably part of the Weld on stone source. 

CLIPSHAM STONE: 

Cambridge. Kings College chapel. During 1476-7 Clipsham stone was being bought. (Kings 
Works i p. 277). Fountain in Trinity Great Court begun 1601-2. (Purcell p. 46). Sedgewick 
Museum, New building at Pembroke College 1880-3. Recent repairs at Kings College chapel, 
Gate of Honour, Caius College, New Court, Corpus Christi College. (Purcell p. 47). 
Canterbury. It is Clipsham stone which is now used in the cathedral when repairs to the 
stone become necessary. (Clifton Taylor p. 22). 
Ely. Gilbert Scott chose it for the restoration of the battlements, cresting and turrets of the 
octagon of the cathedral. (Purcell p. 43). 
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Eton College. Recent repairs have used Clipsham stone. (Kings Works i p. 289). 
London. House of Commons was rebuilt in Clipsham after the last war. Although it will not 
withstand a smoke laden atmosphere as well as Portland it is a better harmoniser. (Clifton 
Taylor p. 101). 

Oxford. Introduced in 1876 it is now being used more than any other. (Clifton Taylor p. 91). 
Ripon. Restoration work in the cathedral. (Clifton Taylor p. 101). 
Salisbury. Restoration work in the cathedral. (Clifton Taylor p. 101). 
Windsor Castle. Clifton Taylor, p. 101, mentions that Clipsham stone was being used here 
in the 1360s. 
York Minster. Here when the Tadcaster stone needs renewing, Clipsham is used. (Clifton 
Taylor p. 101 & p. 110). 

KETTON STONE: 

Audley End. (Clifton Taylor p. 100). 
Cambridge. Clifton Taylor notes that 90°/o of all Ketton building stone now quarried finds its 
way to Cambridge (p. 101). Purcell (pp. 50-53) shows how it has been an important building 
material here since the 17th century. Jesus College, late 15th century; Clare Hall, New buildings 
1635; Christs College, Fellows Building 1640; Pembroke College chapel, end fa~ades 1663-5; 
Emmanuel College 1688-94; Peterhouse New Building 1738-42; Caius and Gonville College, 
Gonville Court; Trinity Hall, Hall and Front Court 1742-5; Christs College, entrance court 
refaced 1758-69; Trinity College. Refacing and remodelling of N. & S. sides ofNevile's Court. 
New bridge 1764-5; Emmanuel College: hall repaired 1760-4. Street frontage rebuilt 1769-75; 
Queens College, Pump court. Dressings of Ketton and Portland stone; Downing College, 
William Wilkin's buildings in Greek style were in Ketton stone: so was his remodelling of 
Kings College main court, screen work and porters lodge and the New Court of Corpus Christi 
college; Pitt Press 1831-2. Recently at Downing College (Baker building), Christs College 
(Richardson), Trinity College (hall). 
Drayton House. "The admirable sculpture in the front". (Morton, p. 100). 
Stamford. Here Ketton stone has been used to supplement the material dug from the pits at 
Casterton. (Clifton Taylor p. 102). 
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WITTERING. Long and short work in the late Anglo Saxon 
chancel. The size of the Barnack blocks is seen well here. 

CLIPSHAM. Block of freestone with blue core in quarry. 
The marks of the plugs and feathers can be seen: also the 
horizontal fracture where the stone is being eased out of the 

working face. 

WITTERING. The enormous size of the block of Barnack 
seen in the impost of the chancel arch. Early lOth century. 

CLIPSHAM. The working face. Notice the clay overburden, 
the great depth of the freestone and the marks of the plugs 
and feathers : the crowbars are inserted horizontally to move 

the stone from the quarry face. 
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A COLL YWESTON slate roof from a farm 
building in Collyweston village. The large 
slates are lower down near the eaves and 
they become smaller near the ridge. Notice 
the cement and the considerable overlap. 

Mr. Osborne demonstrates diving a Collyweston slate. 

CoLLYWESTON slater's tools. (1) on left is a dressing hammer 
with flat side for beating and forked end for pinching slates; 
(2) centre: diving hammer for splitting slates; (3) bill and 
helve for making holes; ( 4) slater's rule divided up for 

measuring different sized slates. 



I. KETTON 

The line of cliffs stands out 
in the afternoon wind. 
The sun-crushed stone falls down 
in the time gone by. 
We run like veins 
in the exposed earth. 
We leave hard tracks 
in the crumbling flesh. 
Here the s-tone was wounded 
that has been tortured 
for God's praise, 
in man's ways 
at Ely in the Fens. 
Here it lay passive 
until it was forced 
as all passive things are 
under the changing power 
of the swift. 
Now we run under the rocking cliffs 
we see how colleges and Cathedrals 
print fossil shell hollows 
on-the quarry face, 
but we are turning this place 
to a new resort, 
sightseeing. 

Colly, collier, collyweston, 
wobbling piles of collied slates, 
large mope and mumford 
even job, longback, 
long ten or bachelor 
wibbet or inbow. 
We went there to look 
at the slater's thousands 
an old man came out, 
the owner's brother. 
He knew the Harrods, 
yes, old Stan, 
he'd worked himself 
before the world war, 
holing the slates, 
larger than now, 
with wooden pegs. 

FouR QuARRIES 

3. 

2. CLIPSHAM 

Clipsham's pile of stone 
is a cyclops building 
fallen to rubble, 
pink and yellow oolite 
stained with blue splashes; 
cliffs recede round the circle, 
leave sandy pools 
where today we made islands of stone 
blooming with ragwort, 
sailed matchstick boats 
in a holiday scale 
that did not account 
for success or failure. 
We played in stone, 
famous from Roman times 
and still in use, 
surviving a disaster 
that broke a company 
in the Jubilee year. 
Round our play, 
work was ready for the next day, 
feathers boring the stone, 
to take the plugs, 
to ease a split 
and set the blocks toppling, 
blocks ready to dress 
collegiate richness. 

COLLYWESTON 

Come a hard winter, 
the miners go under, 
down the foxholes 
covered in summer, 
they lay the slates out 
to be split with frost. 
Slates two years old 
stood in weathering rings, 
others from ten years 
were laid in rows, 
ready for diving 
ready for pecking, 
ready for roofs that will readily pay 
like Rockingham Castle, and Cambridge 

colleges, 
slates for sages who think in centuries. 

83 
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4. BARNACK 

We have rolled in Barnack's hills and holes, 
have hidden and found 
in the once fecund ground 
that bore Peterborough 
Ramsey and Crowland. 
We have touched the overgrown scars 
of the great caesareans 
that gave birth 
to Spalding, Sawtry, Ely 
and Barnack Church. 
We have seen the stipple 
on the landscape 
stitched over with grass, 
dappled in shadow, 
a loose spread 
of blades 
covering the torn rag. 

Here the quarry master sweated 
scappling the blocks 
as they rose to be shaped 
by the banker masons 
and laid in place 
by the walling masons 
far from here, 
over Car Dyke, 
across Whittlesey Mere. 
Though the quarry has gone 
we have touched the stone, 
crisp and full of shells 
even when it is old and grey, 
in those quarries of the future, 
our present ancient monuments. 

NINA STEANE. 

AN ANCIENT CusToM AT RusHDEN, 1846 
'MOP AND PAIL DAY:-Three young men, and one old lady, ofRushden, stood charged [at 
Wellingborough Petty Sessions] with conducting themselves in a disorderly manner, on the 
night of the 12th inst., and setting at defiance the powers that be. It appeared that the younger 
inhabitants of this merry village adhere tenaciously to certain ancient customs, but especially the 
mop and pail, which by the bye has been entirely overlooked by Strutt [J oseph Strutt, Dresses 
and Habits of the English People, 1796-9, and Sports and Pastimes of the People of England, 1801]; 
on the night in question, viz., the 12th of May, when Morpheus had closed the eyelids of the more 
peaceable inhabitants, the defendants and a host of others went in accordance with their annual 
custom to collect the mops, pails, brooms, wheelbarrows, carts, and every moveable article they 
could lay their hands on; these they placed on the green in a confused heap, there to await the 
coming morn, when the sport begins; at an early hour the lady owners of the mops, etc., were 
seen rushing in crowds towards the grand depot, when a scene ensued which defies pen or pencil. 
Half a dozen gentle dames might be seen tugging at one mop, two attempting to wheel one barrow 
in different directions, or doing ditto to a water vat; others wielding certain of the articles to the 
imminent danger of the head or ribs of their neighbours. It is customary during the hubbub for 
a fiddler to stand on an elevated spot and play some appropriate tune, such as "Happy Land". 

The male defendants said little or nothing in their defence, but the old lady entered into 
a full and learned definition of the custom; gently brushing aside her still raven locks, she gave a 
statement which might interest a society of antiquarians, but not the generality of our readers. 
They were each called on to pay the expenses, Ss., and bound over to appear at the Sessions 
if called on. On leaving, the old lady sighed, and gently brushing aside her hair and a tear, 
exclaimed "We shan't be allowed to play at marbles next".' 

Northampton Mercury, 23 May 1846 
Most readers of Northamptonshire Past and Present will wish that the gallant old lady's 

statement had been preserved by the reporter of this curious case. It would have been a valuable 
addition to our knowledge of Northamptonshire's ancient customs and pastimes. 

V.A.H. 



85 

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

WHENCE WENT OUR PLACE NAME 

ON 11th March 1752, the Assembly of the Province of Pennsylvania authorised the establishment 
of two new counties, one to be named Northampton. Why and how this American county came 
to borrow Northamptonshire's place name is an intriguing sidelight on our history. 

Primarily due to early colonization efforts, many English places have counterparts in distant 
lands. The name "Northampton" is perpetuated in three American counties as well as in several 

SEAL OF NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

towns. The Pennsylvania county is the most important of the three.1 It is situated approximately 
60 miles north of the City of Philadelphia and 110 miles west of New York. The county, of less 
than a quarter million people, is midway along the eastern side of Pennsylvania, where the 
Delaware river marks the boundary between it and the State of New Jersey. 

Unfortunately, little is known about the original inhabitants of the county, since they 
failed to leave written records. They were the Lenni Lenape Indians who were commonly known 
by their English name of "the Delawares". Part of the Algonquin group, they were subservient 
to the Iroquois nation of New York. Except for a brief period during the French and Indian Wars 
(1755-63), there was little resistance to the coming of the white man. 

Generally, the colonization of Pennsylvania started in the southeastern corner, around 
Philadelphia, and thence proceeded to the north and west. As far as is known, the first white men 
to settle in Pennsylvania were the Swedes in 1638, followed by the Dutch in 1655. When the 

1 The other two are in Virginia and North Carolina. For Northampton 
County, Virginia, see Northamptonshire Past & Present, Vol. IV, No. 1, p. 32. 
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English captured New York some nine years later, they also took control of the Pennsylvania 
areas that had been settled. 

As far as Northampton county itself is concerned, little is known about its first white 
settlers. 2 In spite of the fact that the county was eventually populated with colonists coming from 
Philadelphia in the south, the first known inhabitants were a few Dutch miners. Apparently they 
and some French Huguenots came east from the Hudson valley in New York during the second 
half of the 17th Century. The earliest known written record is a Bill of Sale (signed with the 
Indians in 1725) covering some 3,000 acres in an area known as Minisink. 

In 1681, William Perm received from Charles II a grant of land covering 54,000 square 
miles. This area, roughly the size of England and Wales, was given in payment of a claim against 
the Crown held by Perm's father, Admiral Sir William Penn. William Penn was a Quaker and, in 
view of the religious intolerance of the day, sought to establish a colony for members of this sect. 
He arrived in the territory in 1682, after a perilous journey on the "Welcome", with about 100 
new settlers. Many more were to follow and, since he was familiar with the English shire system, 
in 1683 he divided the new province into three counties, Philadelphia, Chester and Bucks. 

The first group of settlers arriving under the auspices of William Perm, the Proprietor, in 
what is now known as Northampton county were probably the Scots-Irish in the early 1700s. 
These people were also known as the Ulster Scots, who were descendants of Scottish colonists 
planted in Northern Ireland by the government of}ames I. Since they were mainly Presbyterians, 
they were probably quite content to settle some distance from Philadelphia, which was controlled 
by the Quakers. The Scots-Irish formed small settlements throughout the county, the most 
significant being Craigs and Hunters. 

When William Penn died in 1718, the ownership of Pennsylvania passed to his sons, 
Thomas and Richard, through a rather involved process whereby Thomas received three-quarters 
of the province. It was under their auspices that the county was first surveyed by one Nicholas 
Scull in 1730.3 In 1739 the still unformed county began receiving an influx of people coming from 
the Palatinate region of the Rhine valley. These Germans were soon identified as the Pennsylvania 
Deutsch, the latter word being corrupted into Dutch, so that their descendants are now referred 
to as the "Pennsylvania Dutch". These German settlers in Pennsylvania arrived principally due 
to religious persecution in their homeland. (There were many different sects and it was the 
Moravians who settled in Northampton). While the Penns welcomed settlers, they eventually 
came in such numbers as to constitute a political problem for the English proprietors. 

Although William Perm was a staunch Quaker, both his sons became members of the 
established church; thus their interest in Pennsylvania was economic rather than religious. As 
proprietors, they were accumulating a massive fortune selling land to the new settlers. Unfor
tunately for them, in 1701 their father gave the inhabitants of the province an Assembly with 
legislative powers which could be used to limit the authority of the proprietors. 

With the advent of substantial immigration by the Germans during the 1740s, there 
developed two political factions-proprietary and anti-proprietary. Various religious groups 
backed the different sides, depending upon their aims at the time. When the Germans and Quakers 
began forming the nucleus of the anti-proprietary group, the Penns became concerned over losing 
control of the Assembly. As a result, they resorted to gerrymandering in order to confine the 
opposition and retain control of important areas. The northern part of Bucks county had a large 
German population and it was here that the new county was established. The Penns' success in 
isolating the Germans is evident when one views the population figures of the new county at the 
time of its foundation in 1752. There were thought to be approximately 6,000 white inhabitants 
of which 800 were Scots-Irish, 300 Dutch, a scattering of French and the balance being German: 

Thomas Penn, as major owner, eventually made the decision to form the new county. 
Inasmuch as the Assembly was controlled by proprietary interests, his wishes for the naming of 

2 The first known white man to pass through the 
county was probably Etienne Brule. A Frenchman 
of somewhat dubious character acting as scout for 
Samuel D. Champlain, he travelled through much of 

the county in 1615 on his way to the Chesapeake Bay. 
3 The survey revealed the Dutch miners from New 

York occupying the Minisink settlement. 
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the new area were also respected. Thomas Penn was born on 9th March 1701, over fifty years 
before the founding of Northampton.4 Unfortunately, historians, particularly American, have 
regarded Thomas Penn in his father's light and tend to dismiss him as a dull, absentee landlord. 
To be sure, Thomas Penn lacked the evangelical qualities of his father; but he carefully approached 
the problems of Pennsylvania as a business man. While it is evident that the sale of land on a 
continuing basis was ail important goal, he engaged in many ventures which can be regarded as 
philanthropic. For the most part, Thomas Penn directed the affairs of the province through 
intermediaries. However, he journeyed to America in August of 1732, staying until 1741.5 We 
know, through his correspondence, that he contemplated another trip, which never materialised. 

While the Penn letter books reveal a good picture of Thomas Penn as he conducted his 
business affairs, little is said concerning his social life. Something of this aspect of his life is revealed 
by the events surrounding his marriage on 14th August 1751. Thomas Perm did not marry until 
his 49th year. By the standards of the mid-eighteenth century, he was certainly a man of advanced 
years. In spite of his wealth, and English property, he remained untitled. His wife, Juliana Fermor, 
was only 22 years of age. However, she came from a highly regarded family, prominent in both 
literary and social circles. Her father was the 1st Earl ofPomfret-the family home, Easton Neston, 
Northamptonshire. 

The family traces its history to Norman times. Elizabeth I conferred a knighthood upon 
George Fermor in 1586 and William Fermor, his grandson, was created a Baronet by Charles I 
in 1641. A Barony was conferred on the 2nd Baronet in 1692, and an Earldom followed in 1721. 
The first Earl of Pomfret (a contraction of Pontefract in Yorkshire) was the father of Lady J uliana 
Fermor (his third daughter), who married Thomas Penn, then of Stoke Park, Bucks, in 1751.6 

Another interesting aspect of the Penn-Fermor marriage was its business overtones. Eight 
days before the marriage, the couple, with Lord Pomfret and members of the legal profession, 
drew up a marriage agreement providing for the disposition of the Penn properties. This legal 
document was printed over a century later, and copies exist today. It was lengthy, covering 64 
octavo pages of fine print, without the benefit of paragraphs. The document would seem to 
indicate a father's concern for his daughter's economic well being. Subsequent events justified 
this concern, as his son proved to be a spendthrift, frittering away the family fortune. 

Whether or not the marriage was merely arranged or based o.n love is not for us to know· 
Certainly, Penn was determined to maintain good relations with his new father-in-law. Less than 
a month after the wedding ceremony, on 8th September 1751, Thomas Perm was writing to 
J ames Hamilton, Lt. Governor of the Province, as follows:-

"Sometime since, I wrote to Dr. Graeme and Mr. Peters to lay out some ground in the 
Forks of the Delaware for a town, which I suppose they have done or begun to do. I 
desire it may be called Easton, from my Lord Pomfret's house and whenever there be 
a new County, that it shall be called Northampton." 

This letter forms the basis for the naming of Northampton county. Unfortunately the 
correspondence between Thomas Penn and his Agents, Dr. Graeme and Mr. Peters> relating to 
the establishment of Easton has not survived. Whether it was in this missing letter or subsequent 
ones, Thomas Perm's hand in the planning of Easton is evident. For example, the streets bore 
such names as Fermor, Pomfret, Hamilton and Juliana.7 

The original political considerations for establishing the new county were confirmed at the 
first election in the area. The proprietary candidate for Assemblyman, William Parsons, was 

4 The Pennsylvania Historical Society in Philadel
phia possesses the Penn letter books and, thus, 
numerous details concerning his life are known. 

5 Mr. A. D. Chidsey, a former President of the 
Northampton County Historical and Genealogical 
Society in Easton, Pennsylvania, in his book The 
Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware felt that 
Thomas Penn journeyed at least as far as Easton 
during his stay in America. 

6 The male line of the Fermor family became 
extinct with the death in 1867 of George William 

Richard, 5th Earl. His sister, Anna-Maria-Arabella, 
married Sir Thomas Hesketh, 5th Bart. Their des
cendants, the Fermor-Heskeths, are still seated at 
Easton Neston, a peerage having been conferred on 
Sir Thomas Fermor-Hesketh, 8th Bart. in 1935. 

7 Unfortunately, most of these street names survive 
only in history books. About 100 years after the 
founding of Easton the City Fathers changed the 
names to a simpler numbering system. Now and then 
local historians have tried to restore the original 
names, but so far without success. 



EASTON NESTON, NEAR TOWCESTER, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
From the south-west 

Courtesy of The Connoisseur 
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defeated by James Burnsides, a Moravian. Likewise, in the following election the Penns' agent 
lost again. As a political force, time was running out for the Penn family. The French and Indian 
Wars bred a spirit of nationalism which continued until the revolution. Although Thomas Penn 
was quite willing to sell properties, he was, in the eyes of the pioneers, an absentee landlord. It 
is not surprising that few mourned the passing of the proprietorship with the coming of indepen
dence. The English found very little support for their cause in Northampton. 

The English influence upon Northampton is not near:ly as evident as it is in the three 
original colonies founded by William Penn. Perhaps it is due to the unique German population. 
Travellers in the county can readily obtain the impression that the so called "Pennsylvania Dutch" 
were the founding fathers. Actually, the English influence was quite substantial. In the 1790 
census about half the population could trace British ancestry, although most of the "British" 
inhabitants of the county appeared to be of the second generation, having one of the three original 
Penn counties as their birthplace. It seems that Northern Ireland, with its Ulster-Scots, provided 
the direct link and it is doubtful that many, if any, natives of Northamptonshire migrated to the 
Pennsylvania county. 

Like its namesake, the county of Northampton has shrunk over the years. When it was 
founded in 1752 it comprised 5,321 square miles, amounting to one ninth of the entire State. 
This compares with the present size of 374 square miles. The original population of about 6,000 
has, of course, grown considerably.8 Currently there are over 200,000 inhabitants-approximately 
two-thirds of its namesake. 

In many respects the county bears a resemblance to Northamptonshire. The economy is a 
blend of agriculture and heavy industry. While it is not known for the manufacture of "boots 
and shoes", the county is the home of the nation's second largest steel producer, Bethlehem Steel. 
Along the northern boundary of the county is one of the world's largest slate deposits. In addition, 
there are considerable deposits of limestone which have led to the development of a significant 
cement manufacturing industry. Culturally, the chief contribution of Northampton has been from 
the Moravians. The area, even to this day, is a centre for that religious group. 

In closing, it is interesting to note that the county also has a city bearing the name 
'Northampton'. The town has little of note, having been established in this century as a home for 
the cement industry workers. Actually, it is the second city so named in the county. The first 
Northampton was a town of approximately 13 families, laid out in 1762 by Chief Justice William 
Alien. In the early 1800s, when the county was being dismembered, Northampton became part 
of Lehigh county. In 1838 the inhabitants changed its name to Allentown to avoid confusion and 
to honour its founder. 

. .................. . .................... 

Footnote: While several sources for this paper have been mentioned, particular note 
should be made of the work of the late David B. Skillman, a President of 
the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society. His Old 
Northampton County published by the Society in 1952 was most valuable. 

8 On the basis of the current boundary, the 1752 
population was probably around 1,500. 

HENRY DAVID RAAscH. 
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'BLAZE' AT BUCKBY: 

A NOTE ON A FORGOTTEN 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE INDUSTRY 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE during the 18th Century 
was a celebrated woolgrowing county. Much of 
this wool was exported to otherpartsofEngland; 
some of it, however, stayed at home to provide 
the raw material for the local weaving industry. 
The militia. lists compiled for the county in 1777 
contain the names and occupations of just over 
12,000 men aged between 18 and 45, of whom 
1,150 were employed in weaving.1 The principal 
concentrations of weavers were in the districts 
centred on Northampton itself, Kettering, 
Rothwell, Corby, Welford, Long Buckby, 
Kilsby, Crick, and Middleton Cheney. In some 
places the proportion of weavers ranged from a 
quarter to nearly half of the male inhabitants in 
the age group mentioned previously. Bray
brooke, for example, had 31 weavers out of a 
total of 64 men recorded on its militia list. 

James Donaldson of Dundee, whose General 
View of the Agriculture of the County of North
ampton was published in 1794, described in 
this book the processes whereby wool was 
prepared for the weaving industry of North
amptonshire. According to Donaldson2 : 

'The wool, in the first instance, is bought by 
the manufacturers from the growers or farm
ers in the neighbourhood; it then undergoes 
a very minute assortment, and the different 
kinds of wool which are found in every fleece 
are appropriated to supply the proper markets 
in the different parts of the kingdom, where 
they are respectively manufactured. Thus, 
for instance, the finest is sent into Yorkshire 
for clothing, or to Leicester for the hosiers; 
and some of the longest staple wool is worked 
at home into moreens, tammies, calimancoes, 
and everlastings [different kinds of worsted 
cloth, i.e. cloth woven from yarn made of 
combed wool]. After the wool is sorted, and 
the different kinds are assigned to the respect
ive purposes for which they are best adapted, 
that which is intended to be manufactured at 
home is combed, and then delivered out, in 

A WooLCOMBER AT WoRK 

Note the curiously shaped comb-pot in which 
the combs were heated, and also near the 
window an hour glass to time the operation of 
combing. This illustration is taken from The 
Book of Trades (1st. edn., 1804), frontispiece 
to Part 1. 

1 The Northamptonshire militia lists for 1777 
(Northamptonshire Record Office) are being edited 
by the present writer and Mr. B. A. Bailey, and will 
be published as a volume in the main series of the 
Northamptonshire Record Society. 

Much research on the Kettering branch of the 
Northamptonshire weaving industry has been done 
by Mr. Adrian Randall (University of Newcastle
upon-Tyne), and it is hoped that a summary of his 
findings will appear in a subsequent edition of 
N.P.&P. 

2 Donaldson, 11-12, and also quoted in William 
Pitt, General View of the Agriculture of the County of 
Northampton (ed. of 1809), 241-2. I have used Pitt's 
version because he corrects an obvious error made by 
Donaldson in describing the wool used by the 
Northamptonshire weaving industry. 
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small quantities, to the lower class of people in the neighbourhood, to be spun and reeled, 
for which they are paid so much per pound, according to the fineness of the thread into 
which it is converted; it is then returned home to the manufacturer, who has it wove into 
such kind of stuff as the quality of the thread will best answer. The spinning and reeling 
are chiefly performed by the females, and boys from ten to fourteen years of age. The price 
allowed is from IOd. to Is. 6d. per pound. A tolerable spinner, who is industrious, earns, 
upon an average, 6d. per day. Sorters are paid at the rate of 6d. per tod of 28lb. Combers 
receive 2s. for every 13lb. of wool. A good hand will make 9s. or I Os. per week. A weaver 
from Ss. 6d. to 6s. 6d. per piece for tammies, consisting of 32 yards in length by 22 inches 
in breadth; and, for everlastings, from Ss. to I7s. per piece of the same size, according to 
the fineness; and a good weaver will earn Is. 6d. per day.' 
The militia lists for I777 contain the names of 290 men classified as woolcombers, one or 

more of whom were to be found in 72 villages. The largest concentration was at Long Buckby ( 40 
woolcombers out of I83 men listed) and several neighbouring villages: West Haddon (I4/ISS)3, 

Ravensthorpe (I2/66), Kilsby (11/99), Whilton (9/44), and Crick (7/I88). Other places with 
relatively large numbers ofwoolcombers were Kettering (3I/387), Northampton (I9/80S), Welford 
(II/I58), Kislingbury (9/90), Spratton (7 /67), Stoke Albany and Flore (S each), East Farndon, 
Rothwell, Cold Ashby, Holcot, Cranford St. Andrew, Harpole, Byfield, Geddington, Marston St. 
Lawrence and Wappenham (4 each). 

The object of combing was to cause the fibres in the wool to lie roughly parallel with each 
other. 4 This was accomplished with a pair of hand combs, T -shaped implements not unlike rakes 
but possessing several rows of teeth. A comber would fix one of the combs to a post, and place in 
its teeth a quantity of wool whieh had been cleaned and oiled. He then pulled the other comb 
through the wool. After a while the position of the combs was reversed, the combing operation 
being continued until the fibres could be drawn off and laid out as a sliver of wool a few feet in 
length. In order to keep the wool flexible, the combs had to be heated by charcoal stoves which 
were known as 'comb pots'. The fumes given out by these stoves were noxious, and woolcombing 
was an unhealthy occupation. 

Nevertheless, journeymen woolcombers were craftsmen who possessed much loyalty 
towards their craft and its traditions. They earned wages which compared favourably with those 
of agricultural labourers. Donaldson, it will be remembered, stated that a good comber in North
amptonshire was paid '9s. or I Os. per week'; according to the same writer the wages of labourers 
were I/- a day in winter and I/-4d. a day in summer.5 Like other craftsmen at this period, wool
combers were active in the promotion of friendly societies and other forms of mutual benefit. 
They were also pioneers in the organisation of trade unions; one of the earliest references to labour 
unrest in Northamptonshire occurred in I774 when the master woolcombers of Kettering were 
in dispute with their journeymen over what was known as the double-combing of wool. 6 

Just as Crispin and Crispinian were regarded as the patron saints of shoemakers, so St. 
Blasius (otherwise Blaise or Blaze) was venerated by woolcombers, not only in Northamptonshire 
but also in other parts of England where woolcombing was undertaken extensively. St. Blasius 
had been a bishop of Sebastea in Armenia who was martyred in about A.D. 3I6.7 Before beheading 
him, his tormentors scraped his flesh with iron combs, and in ecclesiastical iconography he is 
usually shown holding a large comb. The feast of St. Blasius is celebrated on 3 February. According 
to Anne Elizabeth Baker, whose Glossary of Northamptonshire Words and Phrases was published 
in I8S4, this feast 'was formerly commemorated every third or fourth year by a procession of 
masters and journeymen engaged in the trade, in the several towns and even villages, in the county 
where any branch of it was carried on'. There are three accounts of such celebrations in North
amptonshire: at West Haddon in I777 (Northampton Mercury, I7 February I777), Long Buckby 

a The 1777 list for West Haddon omits most of the 
occupations. These figures, therefore, have been taken 
from the list for 1774. 

4 A good account of woolcombing will be found in 
Herbert Heaton, The Yorkshire Woollen and Worsted 
Industry from the Earliest Times up to the Industrial 

Revolution (2nd. ed., 1965), 333-5. There were, of 
c<;mr~e, . varia~ions of technique according to the 
distnct m which the wool was being combed. 

5 Donaldson, 44. 
6 Northampton Mercury, 21 & 28 Nov. 1774. 
7 Butler's Lives of the Saints, I (ed. of 1956), 239. 
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in 1779 (Ibid., 22 February 1779), and Northampton in 1804 (Glossary, Vol. 2, 417-21). Here 
is the account of the Long Buck by celebrations in 1779 :-

To the PRINTER 
SIR, 

The 3d of February being BISHOP BLAZE, the same was observed by a Society of 
Woolcombers at Long Buckby, in Northamptonshire, noted for making Har~teens [a kind 
of worsted cloth]. 

The said Body paraded the Streets in the following Order: a large Flag, near eight Feet 
square-on one side the Bishop, full robed, and a Mitre on his Head, a Book in one Hand, 
and a Comb in the other, with a Comber at Work on each Side ofhim,-with this Motto: 

My numerous Charge I taught, and fed, 
And gave my Children's Children Bread. 

On the reverse Side, Britannia, seated on a Wool-Pack, under an Oak, crowned with 
Laurels,-on her right Hand a Lion, the Emblem of Superiority, a Lance in her Hand, 
Shield by her Side, and a Sword on the Ground, with Cannon and Balls, Anchor and 
Drum, all which allude to the martial Spirit of the · Nation;~under her left Arm hangs a 
Fleece ofWool,-she is looking to the Stern of a Merchant Ship, named the.Commerce;
on that Side is the Horn of Plenty, filled with the Fruit of the Earth, alluding to the Fertility 
of the Soil ;-in the Ship may be supposed those Bags of Spanish Gold brought in return 
for her Wool, one of which is pouring its _Contents at her Feet, with this Motto: 

My Strength in War, and Wealth in Peace, 
Arises from the Golden Fleece. 

The Flag being carried before the Procession, made a noble · Appearance, attended by a 
Band of Music,-after the Flag a grave Person rode, in imitation of the Bishop, followed 
by the Orator,-the Masters' Sons first in Procession~ then the Journeymen, decorated 
with Jersey [wool] Wigs, crossed Sashes, pink and blue Tassels on their Shoulders, and 
Wands in their Hands, ornamented with Tassels, which made a grand Appearance, to a 
vast Number of Spectators. _ 

The Gentlemen Masters being pleased with the Order of the Procession, afterwards 
retired to two Public Houses, where a noble Entertainment was provided by them, in 
Honour of the Day. 
The following Lines were proclaimed to the Honour of the Right Rev. the Bishop, Founder of 
the Woollen Manufactory: 

Now -Sons of Blaze your Flag display, 
In Honour of the Annual Day: 
This is to show how much we prize, 
The Gains that from our Trade arise. 
Fam'd Goddess [Britannia], and the Blaze, declare 
This Day adopted Sons we are; 
In Order join'd, let nought invade, 
Thus dress'd for Shew in grand Parade. 
Our reverend Father, learned Sage, 
In Church and State did stand engag' d; 
Superior Rank, but deign'd in Thought 
To view the Fleece that Jason brought. 
Seeing the Flock spread o'er the Plain, 
The golden Gift would not disdain; 
Establish'd Trade in Britain's Isle, 
Which makes ten Thousand Poor to smile. 
This Prelate from Armenia came, 
That Dawn of Trade, Britannia's Fame; 
The Art diffus'd to different Hands 
Whic?- Neptune wafts to foreign Lat?-ds. 
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Spinners and Weavers, numerous Throng, 
And various Hands thereto belong; 
Where all the whole connected stand, 
Great Manufactory of our Land. 

Not Arts and Science found in Greece, 
Can equal with the Golden Fleece; 
Nor Athens' Greatness were it told:-
'Tis Trade that doth our State uphold. 

Generous Masters, fraught with Wealth, 
In grateful Thanks we drink your Health; 
May Fortune condescend to aid,-
God bless the King, Success to Trade. 

J.L. 
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The identity of 'J.L.', who wrote this account of 'Bishop Blaze' and sent it to the North
ampton Mercury, is, unfortunately, unknown. It will be noticed that the celebration was organised 
by a 'Society ofWoolcombers'; this society was probably a friendly society which had been formed 
by and for the woolcombers of Long Buck by and district. In 1779 Great Britain was engaged in 
the American War of Independence, hence the allusion to the 'martial Spirit of the Nation'. The 
writer of the poem seems to be saying that 'Blaze' himself established the woollen industry in 
Britain, 8 although there is not a scrap of evidence that the bishop ever visited the western provinces 
of the Roman Empire. The public houses to which the master woolcombers retired were perhaps 
the 'Bishop Blaze' and the 'Woolpack'; licensed premises with these appropriate names existed in 
Long Buckby at this period.9 

'Fraught with Wealth' is likely to have been a poetic exaggeration when applied to the 
master woolcombers of Long Buckby in 1779. But at least one of their number was in comfortable 
financial circumstances when he died a few years later. William Mawby, whose name appears on 
the militia list for 1777, and whose will was proved in 1791, left behind him an estate valued for 
probate at 'sub £2,000' (i.e. between £1,000 and £2,000), a substantial sum when compared with 
the wages of a journeyman woolcomber.10 However, his father-in-law, Thomas Robinson, who 
was also a master, appears not to have been so afHuent; his estate was valued for probate in 1801 

· at 'sub £100'.11 

. It is probable that the celebration of'St. Blaze' in 1779 took place at the sunset of prosperity 
for woolcombing at Long Buck by. Donaldson refers to the cruel slump which hit the Northampton
shire weaving industry at the outbreak of war with France in 1793,12 but there is evidence that 
business had been slack for at least a decade before that date. A depression in weaving would 
soon have communicated itself to woolconibing. In 1792, a year when the national economy was 
at the peak of a trade cycle, a combination was formed among the woolcombers in the Long 
Buckby district to obtain an advance in wages. The employers declined to make this advance, 
justifying their decision by explaining that 'as the Wages for Combing were not lowered by us 
during near ten Years bad Trade, which the Working Hands in every other Part of the Trade 
.[i.e. spinning, weaving and their auxiliaries] were obliged to submit to, it is unreasonable to desire 
an Advance on the present Turn of Trade, especially as it is now actually declining, and we are 

8 At the West Haddon celebrations of 1777, it was 
stated in the orator's address that 'Blaze', when he 
came to Britain, took up residence on or near Salis
bury Plain! (N.M., 17 Feb. 1777). This address, 
incidentally, was also used by the orator at North
ampton in 1804 (Glossary, II, 419). 

9 N.M., 6 April 1778 (Woolpack), 2 Feb. 1788 
(Bishop Blaze). 

10 N.R.O., Northampton Archdeaconry Wills, 28 
May 1791. 

11 Ibid., 29 Jan. 1801. References to William Mawby 
and Thomas Robinson will be found in the N.M., 
20 Oct. 1783 and 10 May 1784. 

12 Donaldson, 11, 46. 
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entering on a War, which we have Reason to fear will involve us in all the Distresses we exper
ienced during the late unhappy Contest with the American Colonies' .13 

The decline of woolcombing at Long Buck by was rapid during the first half of the Nine
teenth Century. 208 children were baptised at the parish church between 1813 and 1820, and 
only seven of them had fathers who were woolcombers.14 Between 1821 and 1830 the figures were 
27 4 baptisms and one child with a woolcomber father. Long Buckby turned from woolcombing, 
and also weaving, to shoemaking; at the census of 1851 it had a population of 2,341 persons, of 
whom 324 (14% of the total) were employed in the shoe trade.15 No weavers and only one wool
comber were listed in the census returns; the name of this woolcomber was George Chater, and 
he was 73 years old, a bachelor, and a native of Long Buckby. A little boy carried in the arms of 
an adult, perhaps he had been held up to watch the procession of woolcombers marching through 
the streets on 'St. Blaze' in 1779. 

VICTOR A. llATLEY. 

That the celebrations of 'St. Blaze' were not confined to Northamptonshire is proved by 
Parson Woodforde's Diary, where there is an account of the grand procession at Norwich in 
honour of Bishop Blaze on 24 March 1783 with "the book-keepers, Shepherds and Shepherdesses 
belonging to the different Societies of Combers 12 Companies-seven companies on foot Five 
companies on horseback" .16 

"We were all highly delighted indeed with this day's sight-it far exceeded any idea I 
could have of it. Hercules, Jason17 and Bishop Blaze, were exceedingly well kept up and very 
superbly dressed. All the Combers were in white ruffled shirts with Cross-Belts of Wool of Divers 
colours-with Mitred Caps ori their heads-the Shepherds and Shepherdesses were little boys on 
horseback, very handsomely and with great propriety dressed. Orations spoke in most of the 
principal streets. I never saw a procession so grand, and so well conducted". 

The procession was a combined celebration of the conclusion of peace and the patron 
saint of the Norwich Woollen Trade. · G .I. 

13 N.M., 5 Jan. 1793. The trade boom of 1792 
reached its peak in September of that year (Arthur D. 
Gayer and others, The Growth and Fluctuation of the 
British Economy, 1790-1850 (1953), I, 7). 

A reference to 'Times of public Distress' was made 
in a statement issued after a meeting of cloth manu
facturers and woolstaplers at Kettering in January 
1782 (N.M., 14 Jan. 1782). 

On 6 Oct. 1787 the Northampton Mercury carried 
a letter on the weaving industry from an anonymous 
correspondent in Northampton who declared that it 
was 'a well-known Fact, the Manufacturers in this 
and the neighbouring Counties are daily turning off 
their Hands, which they certainly would not do if 
they could employ them . . .'. He had recently been 
'in a Village but a few Miles from hence [Long 
Buckby?], where, I am credibly informed, there are 
near thirty Combers and Weavers now out of Employ, 
and it is expected there will be many more very 
soon .. .'. 

Writing in the 1780s, Arthur Young stated that 
competition from Lancashire and Yorkshire was 
'forthidable' to the textile industries in the southern 
part of England (Annals of Agriculture (1786), VII, 
134). 

14 Parish Church of St. Lawrence, Long Buckby, 

baptismal register, 1813-74. 
15 Home Office Papers, 107-1742 (Public Record 

Office, microfilm copy at N.R.O.). 
I am grateful to the Rev. J. M. Courtenay, the 

Vicar of Long Buckby, for permission to use the 
registers of his parish, to Mr. H. G. Clifton of Long 
Buckby for much background information on the 
district, to Mr. Donald King of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum for information on the kinds of cloth 
referred to in this article, and to Mr. Joseph Rajczonek 
of Northampton who helped me analyse the register 
and the census records mentioned above. 

Mr. A. W. Alexander of Liddington, Rutland, has 
kindly drawn my attention (12 November 1967) to 
the brief statement in F. W. Bull, Sketch of the 
History of the Town of Kettering (1891), 45, that there 
used to be a procession of woolcombers in that town 
each year on 3 February, and that the last procession 
there took place in 1829. 

16 Diary of a Country Parson, the Reverend James 
Woodforde, II, 65-67 (1926). 

17 J a son, who according to legend brought back the 
Golden Fleece from Colchis, was represented at 
Northampton in 1804 (Glossary), and also in a 'St. 
Blaze' celebration at Bradford in 1825 (William Hone, 
The Everyday Book, 1825, 209-212). 
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GEORGE, FOURTH EARL OF NORTHAMPTON: 

EsTATES AND STEWARDS, 1686-1714 

WE know all too little about the estate steward during the century after the Glorious Revolution. 
There are, of course, exceptions-Dan Eaton at Deene is one such-but, in the main, the steward's 
life and work has gone unrecorded.1 This is a sad gap for he is a crucial figure in the development 
of English agriculture. "As estates tended to grow larger and the problems of management more 
complex, a good steward became ever more necessary. The fortunes of the whole estate turned 
upon his vigilance and fidelity", writes Professor Charles Wilson.2 It is fortunate then that so 
much material has survived dealing with the Compton estates in the later Stuart period: doubly 
fortunate that the fourth Earl of Northampton, their ·owner, was closely involved in the adminis
tration, improvement and enlargement of his inheritance. The Castle Ashby papers tell much of 
the running of the great aristocratic estate and are particularly revealing for the relations between 
landowner and steward. 3 

Born in 1664, the childhood and upbringing of George, fourth Earl of Northampton remain 
obscure.4 In February 1682, he became a Master of Arts at Christ Church, Oxford and, on 27 
April, left England on his Grand Tour.5 He was to stay on the continent for over three years. His 
father, the third Earl, had died in 1681 and his widow managed her son's estates during his 
minority and absence abroad. Soon after his return, on 9 May 1686, Lord Northampton married 
Jane, daughter of the great Stuart financier, Sir Stephen Fox. It was an excellent match. Sir Stephen 
was fabulously rich and as father-in-law proved an invaluable asset to ,the Earl. Already by Nov
ember 1686 he was mulling over the Compton estate accounts, suggesting rules for the future and 
praising the Dowager Lady Northampton's management, "whose example I hope yr Lopp will so 
follow as to know all parts ofyr estate ... ".6 Sir Stephen was to continue to advise his son-in-law 
until his death in 1716. · 

The advice was generally heeded. Throughout his life, Lord Northampton was intimately 
concerned in the organization of his household and estates. Not a load of coals could be stored, 
not a tree felled without his particular consent. He was in this as in everything both energetic and 
methodical. Every account and every bill came before his searching scrutiny and they were all 
sorted and preserved. He had a passion for detail. Of strong physique-Macky describes him as 
tall and lusty-his portrait reveals an aimiable if somewhat undistinguished man. 7 This impression 
is reinforced by his. letters which are mild and kindly in tone. Yet he would not be put upon and, 
when crossed, reacted with firmness and vigour. 

1 For Dan Eaton see The Brudenells of Deene by 
J oan Wake. London. 1954. Miss J oan Wake is now 
engaged in preparing an edition of The Letters of Daniel 
Baton to the Third Earl of Cardigan, 1724-31. This 
will be published by the Northamptonshire Record 
Society in the near future. 

2 • Wilson, C.H. England's Apprenticeship: 1603-
1763. London. 1965. 260. 

3 The author is deeply_ indebted to the Marquess 
of Northampton both for permission to examine his 
family papers and to allow the results of that examin
ation to be reproduced here. He is also indebted to · 

the Marquess' A History of the Comptons of Compton 
Wynyates. London. 1930. 

4 Cockayne, G. E. The Complete Peerage, new ed. 
revised and enlarged by Hon. V. Gibbs and others. 
13 vols. in 14. London. 1910-59. 

5 Ibid. 
H.M.C. Rutland II. 71. Viscountess Campden to 

Countess of Rutland. (27 April1682). 
6 C.A. MSS. 1093. Sir S. Fox. 9 November 1686. 

(For letters addressed to Lord Northampton, only 
the writer is acknowledged in the footnote). 

7 Macky, J. Memoirs of the Secret Services. London. 
1733. 86. 
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The estates over which Northampton took control in 1686 were extensive and· during his 
lifetime he was to increase their size .yet further. 8 The Compton estates in Northamptonshire 
formed a compact group· of lands with the family seat at Castle Ash by their geographic as well as 
their administrative hub. Castle Ashby manor with its adjacent hamlet of Chadston was North
ampton's and the advowson was in his gift. The vicarage tithes were in his -hands for which he 
paid a yearly composition of £86 to the ·vicar.9 He also owned the royalties of fishlng.10 To the 
south, Yardley Park and Chace were his, "being 16 miles round, & consisting of above 2000 Acres 
of U nderwood besides the herbage together with ye M ann or of Yardley Hastings to wch. diverse 
Townes adjacent owe suit & service and pay 'Quitt' Rents" .U Northampton increased his power in 
·the Chace when, in 1693; he purchased the freeholders ofYardley out of their rights of commons 
there.12 Again, he possessed the advowson. South west of Ash by lay the village of Denton, the rec-

. tors ofY ardley and Whiston performing the duties of Den ton Church on alternate years, and sharing 
the tithes.13 Dentonmanorwas divided, with Northampton owning one moiety and-Lord Leominst~r 
the other.14 Here the Earl continued his father's policy ofpurchase, a policy maintained by the 
Dowager Countess during his minority. In 1682, she had bought a homestead, close, and three 
yard lands there. These, in 1685, her son purchased from her.15 He contin:ued to buy. Between 
February 1687 and November 1700 he expended £2,177, purchasing a farm, lands, five cottages, 
two houses and the White Horse Inn.16 North of Ashby, across the Nene: lay the parish of Earl's 
Barton, where Northampton owned certain land and Hullock Mills on the river bank. · Here too he 
possessed the royalties of fishing the Nene, "from Potters Ford near Whiston to the bottom of 
Kellum Lake", the rights of the profits froin flags and rushes, ·and the right to keep swans.17 In 
1700, William Whitworth sold Northampton his lordship of the manor of Earl's Barton, ofDelapre 
manor and Holdenby manor, all within the parish of Earl's Barton.18 Across the river from Earl's 
Barton and north east·of Ashby lay the parish ofGrendon, another of Northampton's manors. He 
also·possessed nearby Sywell·Woods, while just across the border in Buckinghamshire, to the south 
of Yardley, he leased· Olney P~rk and its house from the Crown at a nominal rent. 

The Compton estates in Warwickshire again were a close-knit group of manors, with 
Compton Wynyates at its centre. Northampton was lord of the manors of Compton Wynyates, 
Winderton, Burmington; Tysoe, Whatcote, Great and Little Wolford, and Long Compton. He 
owned the advowsons of Compton Wynyates, Tysoe, and Whatcote. At Compton, as at Ashby, 
he paid an annual £46 composition for the tithes.19 There were woods at Long Compton and Great 
and Little Wolford, an i.Inportant mill on the Stour at Burmington, and, north of Winderton, in 
the parish of Brailes, the· farms of Upper and Lower Chelmscote. The only increases in North
ampton's Warwickshire holdings were in this area for, in 1696, he purchased the tithes of Chelms
cote and, in·1701, bought sonie land -in Winderton.20 

-While these Northamptonshire and Warwickshire estates made up the bulk of the Compton 
inheritance in Lord-Northampton's hands, there remained odd properties in other counties. There 
was the small Som~rset estate, comprising the three manors of Long Sutton, Pitney and Wearne. 
At Long Sutton, ib December 1695, Northampton purchased the tithes from Edward Stroud.21 

In Gloucestershire, at -Chipping Campden, he owned a few houses, a barn and the "Green 
Dragon". 22 

8 C.A. MSS. llll(f). An Account of Lord North
ampton's purchases. Between 1687 and 1714, North
ampton purchased property and land worth £8,410. 
(This includes £4,500 which the Earl paid to Sir John 
Brownlow for his house in Bloo~sbury Square, sub
sequently called Northampton House). 

9 C.A. MSS. 1006. Estate Accounts. 1689-91. 
10 C.A. MSS. llll(d). "A Particular of the Earle 

of Northampton's Estate .. .'~(c. 1686). 
11 Ibid. 
12 C.A. MSS. llll(f). This cost him £342. 
1 3 V.C.H. Northamptonshire. 

14 Bridges, J. The History and Antiquities of North-
amptonshire. 2 vols. Oxon. 1791. Vol. I. 355. 

15 C.A. MSS. 751, 753 & 1369. 
1 6 C.A. MSS. 1111(f). 
17 C.A. MSS. 1229(b). Lord Northampton v. Whit

worth & others. 1698. 
18 C.A. ·MSS. 1247. An abstract of Lord North

ampton's writings. 1709. 
~ 9 C.A. MSS. 1199. Warwickshire bills and receipts. 

1691-1714. 
2° C.A. MSS. llll(f). 
21 lbid.-
22 C.A. MSS. 1006. Estate Accounts. 1689-91. 
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There were also the Compton lands in Middlesex, Buckinghamshire, and Huntingdonshire. 
These, however, were settled on the Dowager Lady Northampton and she administered them 
herself. Her son had nothing to do with these properties until her death in 1719.23 

In the general administration of his estates Lord Northampton was served by a group of 
loyal and able men. Appointed in 1686, John Knight remained his accountant for many years. 24 

He worked closely with George Paske, the chief steward, who had responsibility for the households 
in London and in Northamptonshire and who exercised a controlling hand over the Warwickshire 
steward. The air at Ashby, however, did not suit him and, in 1694~ he left the Earl's employ to 
join the Archbishop of Canterbury's household at Lambeth.25 Thereafter, his responsibilities were 
divided. Thomas Newton, the Northamptonshire steward, took over the supervision of his War
wi~kshire counterpart, while James Glasford superintended the Ashby household and gardens. 
Glasford was a competent man. From being an Ashby gardener, he eventually rose to be the 
Northamptonshire steward upon Newton's retirement in 1704.26 

Newton was one of the gentry. He lived in Yardley Park House, kept a carriage, and he 
and his wife frequently dined with the family. He was an extremely astute steward. Sardonic and 
shrewd, he seldom missed a chance to better Northampton's interests and he pursued poachers 
with as ready a zest as he made new contracts with the tenants. When Leach, the Earl's lessee at 
Olney Park, began systematically removing the manure from the property to feed lands of his own, 
so beggaring Northampton's, Newton promptly. had him arrested for non-compliance with his 
covenants.27 In March 1698, Newton and Glasford pushed the Earl into prosecuting a party of 
men who had illegally fished the Nene at Earl's Barton. Newton's cunning and the blandishments 
of the steward's table at Castle Ash by were to result in their condemnation by the House of Lords. 28 

But if he was sometimes a trifle unscrupulous he was always sensible. Re-negotiating the lease of 
a farm with one Matthew Clarke, Newton "gave him the best enterteynment my house would 
afford, & used all the art I could to bring him to your Lops price of 60 1.; I could not for 3 houres 
advance him a penny, but just upon his going away I raisd him 16 s. wch brings his rent to 57 1. 
and more he will never be brought to give ... ". Newton advised Northampton to close with 
Clarke for he was a good tenant, "being perfect honest & substantiall wch are quallityes very 
valuable in these crazy times". 29 

Unfortunately, while the Earl's interests were well served in Northamptonshire, he could 
not rely upon the like for his Warwickshire estates. Here, his steward was Thomas Middleton 
and there was already trouble in April1688 with Middleton sending bad money up to Town.3o 
By the spring of 1693 the situation had become wholly intolerable. Lands were being left unlet 
and properties falling into decay. When in April, Northampton's friend and adviser, Henry Parker, 
trying to redress some of the damage, on the Earl's instructions concluded an agreement with 
Francis Capell for a lease of Chelmscote Ground and Meadow, it was only to discover that 
Middleton had let it to his younger son.31 In May, Northampton himself went over to ·compton, 
finding many of his lands either unlet or let disadvantageously. "In other grounds he joiced in 
his own stock & would not suffer any other to be joiced that the grass might be better for his own 

23 C.A. MSS. llll(d). The Dowager Countess' 
jointure was worth at least £2,000 per annum. 

C.A. MSS. 1220. Deeds re Marriage Settlement 
of January 1663. 

24 C.A. MSS. 1009. Estate Accounts. 1697-98. 
2s C.A. MSS. 1048. f. 48. G. Paske. n.d. 
26 C.A. MSS. 1012. Estate Accounts. 1703-05. 
2 7 C.A. MSS. 1097. T. Newton. 13 Jan. 1704. 
2s C.A. MSS. 1229(b). ff. 1-33. 

· House of Lords' Journals. 
H.M.C. House of Lords. n.s. III. 146. 

29 C.A. MSS. 1097. T. Newton. 20 Jan. 1704. 
3o C.A. MSS. 1091. G. Paske to T. Middleton. 

11 April 1688. 

31 C.A. MSS. 1094. H. Parker. 6 May 1693. Lord 
Northampton was Lord Lieutenant of Warwickshire, 
Parker one of his Deputy Lieutenants. The Earl 
relied on him for advice on Lieutenancy matters and 
Parker kept an alert eye on his Warwickshire estates 
and their management. This was a useful and not 
unusual means whereby landowners kept a check on 
the stewards of their more distant estates. Sir Henry 
Parker was the Earl's neighbour at Honington, four 
miles from Compton. He built the house there in 
1682, and died in 1713. (Information kindly supplied 
by Lord Northampton, see N. Pevsner, Buildings of 
Warwickshire, p. 313). 
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Cattle. These and such like Complaints are made of him", he wrote to Sir Stephen.32 His rents 
were greatly in arrears. At Michaelmas 1693, Lord Northampton was owed £1,517 in back rent, 
much of it uncollected since Lady Day, 1686.33 The situation was made more complex with 
Middleton and his family being the most considerable Warwickshire tenants. With lands at 
Compton Wynyates worth annually £310 and other properties in Winderton and Tysoe, in 1689, 
Middleton and his son, Edward, were paying £460 a year in rents to the Earl. 34 In 1693, with the 
father leasing more land in Compton and his son Chelmscote Ground, their rents had risen to 
£625.35 Perhaps it was this increase in their holdings which finally determined Northampton to be 
rid of Middleton for in July he was dismissed. 36 

Sir Stephen was gloomy about prospects of a new steward, but Parker, temporarily m 
charge, was more sanguine.37 Several applied for Middleton's post including a certain Daniel 
Mander. With an estate of his own worth £100, "he offers his service and to take 200 li. or 300 li. 
a yeare ifyor Ldpp pleases".38 In the event he took lands in Compton Wynyates for rather more 
than this and, by 1697, was paying £389 a year in rents.39 Middleton-whose leases had been 
mainly on a yearly basis-was left with the Great Farm at Tysoe and some land at Winderton 
while his son continued to hold Chelmscote Ground and Buryfields, also at Winderton. 40 On 
4 May 1694, Mander and his family moved into part of Compton Wynyates, original home of the 
Comptons, now unused, and, later in the month, he sealed a bond for £1,000 promising faithfully 
to collect and pay Lord Northampton's rents.41 With his appointment, the Warwickshire properties 
ceased to perplex the Earl. In Mander he had found a conscientious steward who was to serve 
him devotedly for years to come. 

It was the administration of the small Somerset estate which was to give Northampton 
the greatest difficulty. Again, he was initially saddled with a rascally steward, John Stock er, and, 
in May 1693, the Earl was writing to Sir Stephen asking him to examine the Somerset accounts, 
"and things settled as you shall judge best, wheather by continuing him or by employing an 
other".42 Not only were the rents in arrears but Stacker had involved himself in a tiresome lawsuit 
with Mr. Stroud of Long Sutton, the charges of which he felt Northampton should defray.43 It 
was later to transpire that he had let a small parcel of Northampton's land near Yeovil, himself 
appropriating the rents for twelve years.44 Sir Stephen, advising his dismissal, might well observe 
that "all agree hee is a better steward for his own profit then for his master".45 

In Stacker's stead, on his father-in-law's recommendation, Northampton appointed Charles 
~rowne of Redlinch in Somerset, Fox's own Somerset steward.46 The choice was not to prove a 
happy one. Browne, while honest, loyal and conscientious, was also dogmatic, opinionated and 
tactless. A clash was inevitable. In July "1695, Browne wrote to Knight in London, protesting 
against the Earl's decision to abandon copyhold tenures. He suggested Northampton should 
consult "some experienc'd stewards ... before he determine to destroy his coppiholdes ... I have 
been well inform' d that the destroying of Coppiholds is of greater prejudice to Lords of Mannors 
then they are awar!! of"Y Northampton; of course, in common with the more advanced land
owners of his day, was anxious to convert from copyhold, with its customary restraints, to the 
more impersonal leasehold, allowing as it did for greater financial flexibility and freedom.48 In 
this, it was the steward who was the conservative. But Browne continued obdurate. In August, 
he addressed Sir Stephen a letter overflowing with bitter complaints. He had received no encour-

32 C.A. MSS. 1093. Lord Northampton to Sir S. 
Fox. 30 May 1693. (Draft). 

33 C.A. MSS. 1007. Estate Accounts. 1692-94. 
34 C.A. MSS. 1006. Estate Accounts. 1689-91. 
35 C.A. MSS. 1007. Estate Accounts. 1692-94. 
36 C.A. MSS. 1093. Sir S. Fox. 13 July 1693. 
3 7 C.A. MSS. 1093. Sir S. Fox. 13 July 1693. 

C.A. MSS. 1094. H. Parker. 3 Sept. 1693. 
3 8 C.A. MSS. 1094. H. Parker. (Sept. 1693). 
39 C.A. MSS. 1009. Estate Accounts. 1697-98. 
4° C.A. MSS. 1007. Estate Accounts. 1692-94. 
41 C.A. MSS. 1094. H. Parker. 5 & 16 May 1694. 

42 C.A. MSS. 1093. Lord Northampton to Sir S. 
Fox. 30 May 1693. (Draft). 

43 C.A. MSS. 1098. J. Stacker to G. Paske. 19 Dec. 
1692. 

44 C.A. MSS. 1099. J. Knight. 26 Oct. 1694. 
45 C.A. MSS. 1093. SirS. Fox. 1 & 8 July 1693. 
46 C .A. MSS. 1099. " A Copy of my Grant to Mr. 

Browne to be my Steward in eo. Somersett". 17 June 
1693. 

47 C.A. MSS. 1099. C . Browne to J. Knight. 20 July 
1695. (Copy). 

48 Wilson, op. cit. 134-5 & 253. 
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agement whatsoever for his work from either Lord Northampton or any of his household. He 
hotly denied making great profits from his stewardship as the Earl imagined. Indeed, · unlike 
Stocket, he was ·only charging a fee of thirty shillings for leases and counterparts and twenty 
shillings for copyholds-often less. He concluded with the hope that Northampton would recon
sider his .decision as to copyholds.49 Knight cordially disliked .Browne and invariably posted on 
his letters to the Earl with his own acid reflections on them. In May 1697, he suggested to North
ampton that Browne had spent ridiculously large sums in repairing the chancel of Long Sutton 
Churd~. Northampton queried the expense and Browne once again was indignant and hurt.50 

The situation grew worse when, in 1700, the Earl decided to insist that his Somerset rents 
and fines came up to ~he ·value put upon them in a survey made in 1692. Browne protested the 
survey had been undertaken by Stocker who had since owned to him that he had advanced the 
values so considerably because Lord Stawell was thought likely to purchase the estate and Lord 
Northamptpn would then have secured a better price. 51 As it was, he would be unable to get the 
tenants up to the Sl,lrvey's valuations and, certainly, he did not, for Northampton rejected several 
projecte4 contracts in the summer of 1701 for not complying with the survey. Browne suggested 
the Earl should come down to Somerset and judge the situation for himself, addmg, "if yor Lp 
does not come, in all humility I crave leave to offer this; that yor Lp will putt more confidence 
in me or to make use of some other steward who may be more success full ... ''.52 This letter he 
sent open to Sir Stephen Fox who forwarded it to his son-in-law. He himself, }fe said, had always 
found Browne both careful and honest, but, if Northampton could place no reliance on him, then 
he had better lt~t him go. 53 The Earl seems to have been genuinely startled by the letter but insisted 
on .his right to manage his estates as he felt best. "Mr Newton never made any bargain with any 
Tenant, but it was subject to my approbation, & if I did not agree with it he was not angry ... 
I must beg Mr Browne's pardon & insist upon having the Contracts sent me for my approbation", 
he wrote to Sir Stephen, " & if I do dislike any of them, I may refuse confirming them without 
his being displeased". 54 It is hardly surprising that on 3 September of the following year, Robert 
Allum was appointed steward. 55 

. · Yet this new apj:mintment made little differenc~. All urn shared Browne's view of the 1692 
survey and found it impossible to bring the tenants up to its stipulations, with the result that such 
contracts .as he made were often rejected by the Earl. "I am assuredly satisfied", All urn wrote to 
an unsympathetic Knight, "that it would be much for my Lord's interest to confirme such Bar
gaines as I make for I am well acquainted in his Lordsp's Mannors and with the Tennants of 
Long Sutton Pitney etc; haveing in October next been concern'd there full Eleven Years ... ".56 

But, Northampton, encouraged by Knight, was adamant and thus the situation continued. It is, 
indeed, difficult to avoid the conclusion .that in the conduct of his Somerset affairs, the Earl was 
both misguided and obstinate. Consistently rejecting the advice of his two stewards-both men of 
transparent honesty and both in direct touch with the tenantry-he continued to make his rule an 
unrealistic survey made under peculiar circumstances. Although no Somersetshire estate accounts 
have survived, references in the correspondence suggest a considerable diminution in the Earl's 
West Country revenues. Knight himself admitted as much when he wrote in May 1705, "I wish 
yor Lopp had a good Chapman for ye Estate for I am confident yor Lopp might impFove ye 
money at a much greater advantage then yor Land in ·Somersetsheir". 57 

All this was in sharp contrast to the management of his Northamptonshire and Warwick
shire estates. There was not here the .clash of personalities; the Earl was in much closer contact 
with his properties and the men who administered them; Here, as in Somerset, it was his . policy 

49 C.A. MSS. 1099. C. Browne to Sir S. Fox. 31 
August 1695. (Copy). 

5o C.A. MSS. 1099. J. Knight. 20 May 1697. 
C.A. MSS. 1099. C. Browne. 6 July 1697. 

51 C.A. MSS. 1099. C. Browne to? 7 August 1700. 
52 C.A. MSS. 1099. C. Browne. 9 June 1701. 
53 C.A. MSS. 1099. SirS. Fox. 12 June ·1701. 

54 C.A. MSS. 1099. Lord Northampton to Sir S. 
Fox. 13 June 1701. (Draft). 

55 C.A. MSS. 1099. "Copy of Mr Allum's Deputa- _ 
tion to be my Steward & Receiver in Somersettshire". 
3 Sept. 1702. 

56 C.A. MSS. 1100. R; Allum to (J. Knight). 26 
Sept. 1704. · 

57 C.A. MSS. 1100. J. Knight. 19 May 1705. 
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to let all lands wherever possible. Agistments he did not think profitable.58 In 1693, he wrote to 
Henry Parker that "I should be very glad to lett all the lands I have in hand, finding how little it 
turns to account by taking in Cattell". 59 All the Warwickshire estates were leased and all those in 
Northamptonshire, save certain lands round the great house at Ashby. In 1700, these comprised 
the Park, the Warren, Church Croft, two cow pastures, thirty-seven acres of Ashby Meadow and 
Dorrington Meadow.60 This provided grazing for the horses and milking cows, but barley, wheat, 
oats, straw and even dung (for the gardens) had to be purchased from the tenants.61 Land in 
hand was regarded with extreme distaste and the stewards and bailiffs were incessantly occupied 
in renewing leases, always out for better terms. The Earl was inclined to be sharp over the contracts 
and refused to tolerate mediocre bargains. In the letting of his lands, he preferred the fixed lease 
for years rather than to let for lives. 62 The cottages and small parcels of land were, indeed, often 
let for three lives, but the larger properties, such as the farms, were leased on terms of twenty-one 
years or less, usually with detailed stipulations as to ploughing. 63 The long lease benefitted both 
landlord and tenant alike. It gave the tenant security of tenure and the incentive to improve the 
land. Much sought after, the long lease ensured that, even in depressed agricultural times, the 
more considerable properties were always let and let usually to solid tenants unlikely to renege on 
their contracts. Again, these fixed leases, creating only a chattel interest for the lessee, enabled 
the landowner to exercise a more direct control over his estates, and, to a large extent, obviated 
the danger of his lands decaying. In his employment of the twenty-one year lease, Northampton 
was much in advance of the majority of his contemporaries. 

But were the Earl's estate policies and their implementation financially beneficial to him? 
A document, probably connected with the Compton-Fox marriage negotiations of 1686, had 
suggested that the Compton estates were yielding annually £6,210, and would yield, when im
proved, £8,260.64 This wildly optimistic estimate-surely the opening offensive in a settlement 
battle?-is belied by the Compton estate accounts. Between 1697 and Michaelmas 1714, North
ampton enjoyed an average annual income from his estates of £6,400. During this period, rents 
rose slightly in Northamptonshire. The Earl's purchases in Denton and Earl's Barton were having 
effect and there were small increases at Yardley Hastings. But these gains were largely offset by a 
fall in the Ashby rents. The Earl must have had more land in hand there, especially in 1701/2 
and in 1708/9. The Warwickshire rents also grew, with only those of Compton Wynyates, signifi
cantly the steward's main preserve, remaining static. Small increases were recorded at Winderton, 
Whatcote and Long Compton, but the advances at Tysoe and W olford were more marked, the 
Tysoe .increments jumping from £344 at Michaelmas 1697 to £496 in 1714. Burmington alone 
did not share in the general growth, the rents actually dropping by £4. 

The rise in rents in both Northamptonshire and Warwickshire is reflected in Northampton's 
receipts. The years 1697 and 1698 were both prosperous, but, in 1700, the combined yield was only 
£4,954. There followed four lean years. But, from 1705, the receipts continued to rise steadily. 
They provide no adequate guide for rents, however, for they include fines and sales of wood, both 
liable to considerable fluctuations taking one year with another. In 1691, the Earl sold wood and 
faggots from Sywell Woods and Yardley Chase worth £826, but, in 1713, he only realised £250 
from timber sales in Northamptonshire. Similarly, in 1693, the wood sales at Long Compton and 
Wolford raised a meagre £87 while, in 1700, they yielded £228.65 

It is difficult to estimate the returns from Somerset. Sir Stephen, in 1686, said the West 
Country rents were worth "at least 400 li. p. Ann." and in 1701 the estate yielded £421.66 There
after, as a result of the clash over its administration, the figure was probably lower. But it was 

58 Agistments. Or, as we should say today, "Letting 
the keeping". 

59 C.A. MSS. 1094. Lord Northampton to H. Par-
ker. 29 April 1693. 

60 C.A. MSS. 1010. Estate Accounts. 1699-1700. 
61 C.A. MSS. 1199. Bundle of bills and receipts. 
62 C.A. MSS. 1097. T. Newton. 22 Jan. 1701. 

63 C.A. MSS. 834. Lease of21 years to John Davis, 
Yoeman, of Whatcote, for Chelmscote Ground. 1 
April1697. This is a typical example. 

64 C.A. MSS. llll(d) "A Particular of my Lord's 
Estate given to Sr. Ste. ffox". 

65 The main sources for these two paragraphs are 
the Estate Accounts. C.A. MSS. 1006-1016. 

66 C.A. MSS. 1093. Sir S. Fox. 18 Dec. 1686. 
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only in very bad years that the Earl's landed income would have been under £6,000, while more 
often it would have been considerably above it. It was an income commensurate with his 'quality' 
and aristocratic tastes. 

The management of the main Compton estates, then, was beneficial. Both Northampton's 
property and his income grew. This was no minor achievement, for the years between 1680 and 
1710, with their wide fluctuations in agricultural prices, were tough for the landlord and his tenant 
farmer.67 The Compton estates had prospered because of the Earl's unwavering diligence, his 
deep concern with every aspect of his estates' administration, and his progressive agrarian practice. 
Even so, with bad or indifferent stewards, all this might have been brought to naught. But, with 
men of the calibre of Paske and Newton, of Mander and Glasford, Lord Northampton had little 
to fear. With the exception of the small and distant Somerset property, the successful management 
of the Compton estates between 1686 and 1714 was the product of fruitful co-operation between 
master and servant. 

H. D. TURNER. 

67 Wilson. op. cit. 243. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 
Volume Ill (1960-65) 

Bound in red cloth, complete with index, price to members £2.5s.Od. plus postage and packing 
5/-; to non-members £2.12s.6d. plus postage etc. 5/-. Index only available at 5/-, plus 6d. postage. 

OBTAINABLE FROM DELAPRE ABBEY, NORTHAMPTON 

Members desiring to have their own sets bound can have this done for 15/- per volume, including 
Index (return postage extra). Please post direct to CRAFTSMEN BINDERS LIMITED, Wellington 

Street, Northampton. Please do not pay until you receive an account. 



106 

Established 1865 Telephone: 38281 (6 lines) 

Auctioneers, Estate Agents 
Surveyors ·and Valuers 

CAVE, JONES & MARSTON 
(INCORPO,RATING BARBER & SONS) 

C. C. Marston, B.E.M., F.A.L.P.A. F. G. Slaughter, F.R.I.c.s., F.A.I., F.R.V.A. 
J. Asbrey, F.V.I. K. W. Adarns, F.V.I. J. A. Fielden, F.V.I. 

SALES by Auction and Private Treaty 
VALUATION$ and Surveys of Property 

MORTGAGES arranged INSURANCE$ effected 
MANAGEMENT of Large and Small Estates undertaken 

ADVICE upon Town Planning, Appeals and Compulsory Acquisitions 
RATING appeals conducted 

OFFICES: 

52-56 HAZELWOOD ROAD, NORTHAMPTON 

A.R.&W 

CLEAVER 
THIS FAMILIAR NAME MEANS SERVICE TO 
YOU AND YOUR BUILDER 

Cleavers move ahead of the times. In 113 years we have grown from a small shop in 
Northampton to one of Britain's foremost Builders' Merchants, serving the trade 
and public alike. The same personal attention remains; see for yourself by calling 
into our fine Lower Harding Street showrooms. Time-pressed? Cleavers stay open 
all day Saturday ... and there's 
ample parking space too. 

LOWER HARD I NG ST. 
(off Grafton Street) 

NORTHAMPTON 

Branches throughout the Midlands 



107 

A VICTORIAN SCHOOLMASTER: }OHN }AMES GRAVES (1832-1903) 

MASTER OF LAMPORT AND HANGING HOUGHTON ENDOWED SCHOOL AND 
FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS 

PART II 

The first part of this article appeared in the last issue of Northamptonshire Past and 
Present and dealt with the career ofJ.J. Graves up to about 1870. This second (and last) 

part describes his career from 1870 until his death in 1903. 

THE pattern of the future development of Hang
ing Houghton School was, as we saw, fixed in 
the years immediately following 1870. Graves's 
own career also reached its climax at about the 
same time. In 1870 his struggle for a united 
professional association of elementary school 
teachers helped to produce the National Union 
of Elementary Teachers, later re-named the 
N.U.T., of which he became the first President. 
Graves delivered the Presidential Address at 
the first general meeting of the N. U .E. T ., which 
W;iS held at King's College, London, on 10 
September 1870. Graves published the full text 
in 1900 and it is still well worth reading today. 30 

There is unfortunately no room to reprint it in 
full here, but we hope that it will be republished 
as a tribute to Graves when the National Union 
of Teachers celebrates its centenary year in 
1970. For the purpose of this article we can 
merely summarize some of his main points. 

Graves began by stressing the importance of 
the new Union because for · the first time 
elementary school teachers had succeeded in 
sinking their differ<mces and uniting for · the 
good both of the teaching profession and of 
education as a whole. He pointed out the fresh 
opportunities presented by the passing of the 
1870 Education Act, but criticised . it for not 
making provision for the additional teachers 
who would be needed to implement it properly. 
Such teachers should be fully trained and ade
quately paid. Suitably qualified elementary 
school teachers should, in addition, be eligible 

so It was printed as a pamphlet entitled National 
Union of Elementary Teachers. An Address delivered 
by the President at the First General Meeting held in 
King's College, London, on September 10, 1870 (Prin
ted by Stanton and Son, Northampton, 1900). There 
is a copy in the N.U.T. Library (ref. C.4555). 

(Courtesy of Mrs. Reeves) 

}OHN }AMES GRAVES 
from a photograph taken in middle life 

to become masters in grammar schools and 
H.M. Inspectors of Schools. Teachers should 
not hesitate to suggest improvements in the 
Code and they should also press for an adequate 
superannuation scheme. There should also be 
a legalised registration system for teachers. On 
the work of the schools, Graves suggested that 
schools similar to the 'ragged schools' already 
established by voluntary effort should now be . 
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officially set up for 'the wanderers and prowlers 
of the streets'. He did not think that religious 
education would suffer as the result of the 
setting up of Board schools, and he made a 
welcome plea that teachers should minimize 
religious differences and stress instead the ele
ments which all the denominations had in 
common. Above all, teachers must remain uni
ted and 'take a more manly position in matters 
educational', banishing petty jealousies and 
narrow-mindedness. He concluded: 

'We inaugurate, in founding this National Union 
of Elementary Teachers, no aggressive association. 
We desire to assail nobody. We do desire to think 
and act as reasonable and educated men, to advo
cate improvements in our educational schemes and 
machinery, to look after the welfare of the nation 
as far as Elementary Education affects it, and at 
the same time try to advance our own interests, 
convinced that by the elevation of the Teacher we 
'elevate the value of education, and accelerate the 
progress of civilisation.' 

Graves continued to play an active part in 
the affairs of the Union and remained a member 
of its Executive until 1900. Of his work on the 
Executive we have the later testimony of an
other member of the Union: 

'At the Executive Mr. Graves presented the 
character of a man deeply convinced of the need, 
in the interests of education, of fair play and 
reasonable terms for the teacher. At the same time, 
on no account would he take it for granted that the 
teacher was always right in any case of dispute. He 
was a kindly, warm-hearted, shrewd man of 
business, always ready to effect an amicable settle
ment in the matter of any difficulty presented to 
him, but not loath to use the utmost vigour in 
defence of rights which he considered unreasonably 
assailed.'31 

It would take us far beyond the scope of this 
biographical essay to attempt to describe in 
detail the efforts made by the Union to carry 
out the improvements suggested by Graves in 
his Presidential Address. We may, however, 
cite the speech made by Graves at a meeting of 
the Leicester and District Teachers' Association 
in 1892. In it he reminded his audience of the 
aims of the Union when it was set up in 1870 
and discussed how far they had been achieved 
in the twenty years since that date. The report 
of his speech included the following passage: 

'Among the general results which the Union had 
accomplished, Mr. Graves said that the very first 
thing it did was to take action in favour of a pension 
scheme. Efforts had been made in 1871 to revive 
the pension minutes of 1847. Mter a great deal of 
work, they had succeeded in getting those minutes 

31 The Schoolmaster, Feb., 1903. 

revived ... In 1877 there was a memorial on 
pensions, and in 1878 a conference of members of 
parliament took place. The result of the Union's 
work was that £6,500 was annually voted by 
parliament for the benefit of older teachers, and 
by further concessions obtained in 1884 the amount 
had been raised to nearly £12,000. All teachers in 
schools before 1851 were now entitled to a pension 
... Mr. Graves also sketched the very useful results 
secured by the Union's work in connection with 
the codes, specially mentioning the abolition of the 
age clauses and of payment by results, and also in 
connection with the needlework schedule issued in 
1877. Mter referring to the benevolent fund and 
several other branches of the Union's work, the 
benefits of which were felt by teachers now, Mr. 
Graves contended that they must not only judge 
the Union by what it had done, but also by what 
it had prevented, and he earnestly appealed to all 
teachers to become members so as to strengthen its 
hands in future effort. ' 32 

Graves was also chairman of 'The School
mistress' Newspaper Company, one of the 
founders and local secretary of the Church 

- Teachers' Benevolent Institution, and several 
times President of the Northampton and Dis
trict Teachers' Association.33 Thus both cen
trally and locally Graves continued to work for 
teachers and to extend the influence of the 
Union he had done so much to establish. 

* * * 
Let us now turn to consider Graves, the 

village schoolmaster, in his day-to-day teaching 
work in Northamptonshire. What of the actual 
education given at Hanging Houghton School, 
and the more intangible 'tone' of the school 
under Graves's leadership? Here our main 
source of information is the series of letters 
written by Fred Howard to Miss Virginia !sham, 
reference to which was made in the first part of 
this article. Howard was a pupil at the school 
from 1870 to 1880 and his letters give much 
interesting detail about the school, as well as 
Howard's own impressions of Graves's char
acter. These impressions, although of great 
value, must, however, be treated with some 
caution for the judgments are inevitably sub
jective, and we have no other testimony of a 
similar kind with. which to compare them. 

First, as regards the curriculum of the Hang
ing Houghton School, it is clear that much 
emphasis was laid upon religious instruction: 
this was to be expected in a school with a strong 
Anglican tradition. A receipted bill of 1869 

32 Leicester Daily Post, 4 Feb. 1892. 
33 Obituary notice, op. cit. 
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(Photograph by courtesy of the N. U. T.) 

A photograph of the Annual Conference of the N.U.E.T. taken at Bristol in 1873. As Graves was a leading 
member of the Union, it is reasonable to suppose that he was present at this conference, but we have not 
been able to identify him positively. The most likely person is the master third from the right in the third 
row from the front. There are the same deep-set eyes, straight lips and receding forehead which appear on 

the two known photographs of Graves. 

shows, for example, that 30 Bibles and 30 
Prayer Books were purchased for the school at 
Alfred Law's shop in Northampton, which was 
a depot of the S.P.C.K. Lessons began, so 
Howard tells us, with a hymn, and the religious 
instruction given was regularly inspected by an 
Anglican clergyman. As in many country 
schools, however, non-Anglicans were admitted 
and the school did not escape some of the 
religious controversy so prevalent at this period. 
Howard says: 

'I have made no mention yet of differences in 
religious matters, but it is idle to ignore tha~ they 

existed, especially in Hanging Houghton village. 
The protagonist was Mrs. Joseph Walden. She 
hotly resented any teaching of the Church Cate
chism, and she would come and debate her point 
with the master in open class-room, to our con
sternation, and to the annoyance of Mr. Graves. 
Needless to say, this sort of thing was painful to 
her own children and did not contribute to the 
smooth passage of their school life.' 

Howard also records that Graves was choir
master at Lam port Church: 

'Mr. Graves ... was our choirmaster, and he 
quite early put me in the choir ... We were put 
through the mill in those days. We chanted all the 
Psalms both for morning and evening services, and 
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those set for special days . . . I can sing nearly all 
of them now without the aid of the Psalter . . . 
We also had nice simple anthems on very special 
occasions . . . I can remember the airs of some of 
them even now. When Mr. Graves had other 
commitments, as he often did in London, the 
curates took us in hand.' 

Religion, then, was an essential part of the 
school curriculum. The other essential ingred
ient was, of course, the teaching of the three Rs. 
Most of the orders for books and stationery were 
for such routine items as slates, copybooks, 
pens, pencils and text-books on arithmetic and 
grammar. Ho ward tells us that slates and slate 
pencils were used in the infants' room, after 
which the children graduated to pen and paper 
-the usual practice in elementary schools at 
this date. But other subjects were also taught, 
and in this respect the Hanging Houghton 
School seems to have been in advance of the 
general run of elementary schools, at any rate 
in the 1860s and '70s. As we saw in the first part 
of this article, this was the era of the notorious 
'Revised Code', but by the time Hanging 
Houghton School began to claim grant (1873) 
and so to come under the Code, the system had 
been somewhat relaxed, for a new Code of 1871 
allowed grant to be earned by pupils in Stan
dard IV and above in respect of two 'specific' 
subjects, including geography, history, algebra, 
geometry, Latin, science, domestic economy 
and foreign languages. Four years -later, grant
earning 'class' subjects were introduced (viz. 
grammar, geography, history and needlework) 
and these could be taught throughout the school 
above Standard I. As early as 1869, there is an 
account for books for use in the school which 
includes a copy ofTate's Mechanics and }ones's 
Geography; and in 1871 other text-books on 
geography were purchased, as well as a chart of 
the metric system. In 1874 a number of general 
reading books were bought by Lady !sham for 
use in the school (or perhaps as prizes?). They 
included books entitled Cat and Dog, Forest 
Home, Quadrupeds, Travels, Spiritual Guardian, 
Gospel of Childhood, Steadfast Woman, Life of 
Nelson, Evening at Home, Lives of Englishmen, 
Penny Wise, and Nails driven Home, in addition 
to three classics - Waverley Stories, Swiss 
Family Robinson and Self-Help. 

Mter 1873 the school became subject to 
inspection as a condition of receiving grant. 
Howard records briefly that 'our government 
inspector was a tall gentleman of kindly mien 
named Mr. Currie. We liked him and were not 
in awe of him'-a refreshing contrast to the 

stories so often told of the v1s1ts of H.M.I. 
during this period, and a contrast, in this case, 
to the inspector of religious subjects (repre
senting the Bishop), whom Howard describes 
as 'a much more important and pompous per
son, by name, the Reverend E. Simpson'. 
Howard also mentions subjects other than the 

FRED How ARD at the age of 93 
Born April 4th, 1866 at Scaldwell 

Died March 3rd, 1960 at Sidmouth 

three Rs which were taught during his time at 
the school (1870-80). He mentions that he learnt 
history and geography and records that Friday 
afternoons were devoted to singing and music: 

'We were taught by Mr. Graves and we used 
partly the tonic-sol-fa method, but mostly the old 
notation, and the strange thing was-for we had 
neither a piano nor harmonium-we learned most 
of the tunes, hymns, glees, part songs and rounds 
by ear and Mr. Graves had only a pitch pipe, which 
was always kept on the shelf above the fireplace. ' 34 

Howard also states that towards the end of 
his school career-and it may be noted that 
this was considerably longer than was usual in 
those days among the poorer classes:__he was 

34 The only piece of equipment which survives at 
the school from Graves's time is his tall desk, with 
capacious drawers (still used for storing school 
equipment). 
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set to learn domestic economy, and actually took 
the examination in it, only to find to his morti
fication that boys were not eligible for a pass in 
the subject. He also regretted that he never 
learnt Latin, for 'Mr. Graves was a fair Latin 
scholar I know'. During one Christmas holiday, 
Graves took Howard and another boy to help 
him survey the plot of land left in Brixworth 
by the !sham family for an Apprentices' Fund.35 

Surveying had long been a common accom
plishment of village schoolmasters and this 
occasion proved a happy one, for after a busy 
morning with a chain and iron pegs, measuring 
the land on the principle of triangulation, the 
boys were treated by their master to a pork pie 
and a pint of ale at the 'Hare and Hounds' 
opposite Brixworth Church. 

With regard to the other members of the 
~chool staff, Howard makes no mention of Mrs. 
Graves, who, one assumes, took the infants' 
class. Howard does mention, however, that a 
pupil-teacher was employed, presumably in the 
main schoolroom. This was J ane Bamford, 
daughter of an estate carpenter and a former 
pupil of the school. The account book notes 
payments to a pupil-teacher every year after 
1880 and Bamford is the name given for 1880 
and 1881, at a salary of £6.10.0 rising to 
£8.10.0 p.a. 

Something of the character and personality 
of Graves the village schoolmaster also emerges 
from Howard's recollections. He recalls an 
amusing incident when he was in the infants' 
department: 

~At that time I wore frocks, and on occasions of 
misbehaviour was sent outside to stand in the large 
room with my back to the wall, much to my disgust 
and to that of my sisters, as they considered my 
state of disgrace a slight on the family. I can 
remember having a few strokes from Mr. Graves's 
cane, more as a token than anything, for he never 
hurt, but my skirts used to fly up round the cane, 
causing much fun to the onlookers.' 

On the question of discipline, Howard records 
other occasions later in his school career when 
two of the bigger boys gave trouble: 

'With such a crowd one need not wonder that a 
few incidents occurred. One such really developed 
into a wrestling match between Mr. Graves and 
'Kid' Richardson. That was excitement if you like! 
I think the honours were about even with the 
schoolmaster the winner on points, for 'Kid' Rich
ardson was one of the tallest scholars in the school. 
On another occasion, it was a Lamportian who was 

35 Now known as 'Charity Farm', on the Holcot 
road. 

involved. This was a matter of absconding and the 
culprit raced off down Hanging Houghton lane 
with the master in hot pursuit. I think the boy had 
been caned on the hand, which was, I believe, well 
deserved. He was brought back after a struggle.' 

Howard's conclusion on Graves as a disci-
plinarian was as follows: 

'Our master, Mr. Graves, was a very humane 
and considerate man. The only chastisement was 
by cane, and that only used in extreme cases. His 
discipline was just and only occasionally severe
cuts on the fingers with the cane were quite 
persuasive enough.' 

There is one other aspect of Graves's char
acter mentioned by Howard, but it is difficult 
to know how much weight to give to his account 
of it. Apparently, Graves delayed in applying 
for a certificate entitling Howard to remission 
of fees for three years. (This was an 'Honour 
Certificate' awarded by the Education Depart
ment to children who had passed in each of the 
three Rs in the fourth or higher standard, and 
who had made at least 350 attendances during 
the previous two years.)36 'And there', adds 
Howard, 'I am sorry to say lay our master's 
only fault-he had his favourites. Had I been 
a farmer's son or a son of the agent a move might 
have been made earlier. However, give him his 
due, he afterwards seemed pleased to speak of 
the honour'. Later Howard blamed Graves for 
making him learn domestic economy (as de
scribed above) and for not teaching him Latin. 
Unfortunately, we do not know the full circum
stances of these incidents, and oply the desire 
to record all the known facts about Graves as a 
schoolmaster induces us to mention them at all. 
The general impression of Graves left by 
Howard's letters is, however, one of an able, 
conscientious and versatile master, with a great 
deal of humanity and drive. This, taken with 
his outstanding contribution to the cause of 
teachers' associations, undoubtedly places him 
among the greatest of nineteenth-:century 
schoolmasters. 

The history of Hanging Houghton School 
after Howard left it in 1880 is somewhat sketchy. 
We know that Mrs. Graves died in 1882, for the 
Lamport registers record her burial on 31st 
October of that year, at the age of 62. It appears 
that she had retired (perhaps through illness) 
some time before this, and that she was replaced 
as infants' teacher by Graves's sister. This is 
apparent from two short letters of 1882 which 

36 See F. Smith, History of English Elementary 
Education 1760-1902 (1931), 297. 



112 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

have survived, one (in draft form) written by 
Sir Charles Isham, and the other by Graves: 

Graves 

Lamport Hall 
Northampton. 
Jan. 8 

I enclose a check for salaries up to Xmas and we 
understand you wish matters to continue as they 
are until Easter when if your sister should under
take the position of schoolmistress now vacant, for 
the salary of master and mistress are distinct, the 
amount of the two together will be as before £100 
per ann. 

When Mrs. Dickens undertook the needlework 
a year ago, it was as an experiment, for which you 
were to receive an additional £10 p.ann. but as 
there is at the present moment no school mistress 
you of course will see the justice of paying Mrs. 
Dickens at the rate of £15 a year. 

Yours truly, 

To Sir Charles E. !sham, Bt. 
Sir, 

C. E. !sham. 

H. Houghton. 
Jan- 8- 1882. 

I enclose receipts for salaries, with many thanks 
for your kindness. I expect as a matter of course 
that some change will be made in payments-and 
will try to satisfy Mrs. Dickins; but I was not aware 
she was not satisfied, as I gave her what she asked, 
and she has not asked me to increase the payment. 
I shall offer her the full salary that was paid-so far 
as I know-to Mrs. Graves viz. at the rate of £15 
per annum. 37 If it should please the Trustees at 
Easter to appoint my sister as mistress I shall be 
glad for it will simplify matters and centralize 
responsibility. 

I remain, 
Sir Charles 
Your obedt. servant. 

John J. Graves. 

It is also known that Graves married again, 
in 1885. The marriage register of St. Mary's 
Church, Maidwell (two miles north ofLamport) 
records that on 21st May, 1885, John James 
Graves, widower and schoolmaster (aged 53 
years), married Georgiana Perkins, spinster and 
schoolmistress (aged 33 years). The marriage 
was witnessed by James Gordon Watson (who 
was the son of Adam Watson, Sir Charles 
!sham's agent) and Elizabeth Graves (his sister). 
The only other personal detail we have is that 
the joint salary received by Graves and his 
sister (or second wife, if she replaced the sister 

37 It seems that Graves was referring to the original 
joint salary (£30 for the master and £15 for the 
mistress), although the actual joint salary had subse
quently been increased to £100, as described in the 
first part of this article. 

as infants' mistress)38 had risen from £100 a 
year, which we noted in the first part of this 
article, to £131 by 1898.39 We do not know for 
certain whether Graves's sister Elizabeth con
tinued to live at Hanging Houghton. She was 
present at his funeral in 1903, together with 
another sister, Sarah, and a brother, James.40 

There was a wreath 'from mother' Tom and 
Mary', possibly children of the second marriage, 

MEMORIAL CROSS 
in Lamport Churchyard 

though we have not been able to find any record 
of their baptisms in the registers of Lamport 
church. Neither is it known what became of his 
son, Robert (born in 1854, by his first wife). 

Graves retired from the Executive of the 

38 Mr. Albert Tyrrell, who now lives at Market 
Harborough, was a pupil at the school in the 1890s 
and recalls that Mrs. Graves taught needlework and 
knitting to the girls when he was a boy there. 

39 Details from a Bank Pass Book of the Trustees, 
1898-1929. (The Northamptonshire Union Bank, 
now the National Provincial). 

40 Obituary notice, op. cit. These could be a brother 
and sister in law. 



A VICTORIAN SCHOOLMASTER: JOHN JAMES GRAVES 113 

SIR CHARLES EDMUND !SHAM, 10th BT. 
(1819-1903) 

Trustee of Lamport Endowed School 
during Graves's Mastership. 

N.U.T. in 1900 and published the full text of 
his Presidential Address of 1870 to mark the 
occasion. He wrote a new Preface to it which is 
worth quoting in full, since these are the last 
words which we have of his : 

· 'At the moment of severing my connection with 
the Executive of the National Union of Teachers, 
I have thought it might be of interest to other and 
younger members of that body, to possess a copy 
of the President's address at the initial Conference 
of the Union, so that they may compare notes 
between then and now, and observe what progress 
has been made during the last 30 years by bringing 
Teachers together in professional unity; and with 
this view, as well as a slight token of remembrance, 
I beg the Executive to accept this copy of that 
address. · 

'Since 1870 we have gone a long way. The 
membership of the Union then formed has multi
plied a hundredfold. Many and great changes have 
been made in the status and position of the Teacher, 
as well as in the work of public education. In this 
latter quite a revolution has been effected. 

'In my address I said "If we effected our object, 

REV. ROBERT !SHAM 
(1805-1891) 

Rector of Lamport 1845-1891 
Trustee of Lamport Endowed School. 

and established our Union firmly, we might hope 
to find that Teachers would be ready for any 
emergency that was likely to arise". I think I may 
say now that I have lived to witness a realization 
·of that hope beyond anything I then contemplated. 
I also said that "Teachers' opinions ought to be 
heard directly at the Council office41 without cir
cumlocution". This has been fulfilled with good 
results. Other aspirations of the pione~rs of the 
Union have also, to some extent, been reached
such as superannuation, better salaries, and ap
pointments to the inspectorate. But the question 
"How can the education of every child in the 
country be secured in an efficient manner?" is still 
unsolved, though numerous experiments have been 
made to solve it-including the insane experiment 
of "Payment by Results". 

'The development of the Union has been 
marvellous-in its membership, in its Provident 
Society, its Benevolent and Orphan Funds, its 

41 That is, the offices of the Committee of Council 
for Education, which became the Board of Education 
in 1899. 
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Legal Department, its Parliament Representation, 
and its other branches of activity. 

'Since 1855 I have used my poor efforts to bring 
together in bonds of fellowship, good will, and 
self-help, the Teachers of the public schools42 of 
England and Wales, but the time is come to leave to 
younger hands the work of carrying the Union 
forward, with, I trust, still happier results. One 
thing I am conscious of is a feeling of satisfaction 
that the efforts of myself and others too numerous 
to mention in the cause of professional unity, and 
the influence of the Teacher, have not been in vain, 
as those who remember the state of the things in 
the "Fifties" and "Sixties" can testify. Mingled 
with this feeling of satisfaction is one of regret in 
severing my connection with the Executive of the 
National Union after a period of 30 years' service 
upon it. 

JOHN J. GRAVES. 
Lamport, Northampton, 

Easter, 1900.' 

In 1900 the Union presented Graves with a 
gift of £100 'in grateful recognition of the life-

long services rendered to education' and in the 
following year he retired from the Mastership 
of the Lamport Endowed School, after 50 years 
in that position.43 He moved to Scaldwell (the 
adjoining parish to the south) and surviving 
receipts show that he received a pension of £20 
a year from the Trustees. He died of pernicious 
anaemia on 31st January, 1903,44 at the age of 
71, and was buried at Lamport, where there is 
a cross to his memory on the north-east side of 
the churchyard, alongside one to his first wife. 
A memorial plaque inside the church was 
erected after his death. This is reproduced 
below. 

The inscription is a fitting tribute to one of 
Northamptonshire's most distinguished school
masters and, if this article contributes to a wider 
appreciation of his work and achievements, it 
will have served its purpose. 

MALCOLM SEABORNE 
Leicester University 

GYLES !SHAM 
Lamport Hall 

THIS TABLET IS ERECTED BY THE 
TEACHERS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JOHN JAMES GRAVES 
FOR 50 YEARS MASTER OF LAMPORT ENDOWED SCHOOL. 

HE WAS FOR MANY YEARS AN ACTIVE AND VALUED MEMBER 
OF THE NORTHAMPTON AND DISTRICT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION. 

ALSO ONE OF THE FOUNDERS AND THE FIRST PRESIDENT 
OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS. 

HIS DISINTERESTED AND LIFE-LONG SERVICES IN THE CAUSE 
OF EDUCATION GIVE HIM A LASTING PLACE IN THE 

HEARTS OF HIS FELLOW TEACHERS. 

n That is, the schools provided by public funds -
an interestingly old-fashioned use of the term "public 
schools". 

43 Obituary notice, op. cit. 
44 Northampton Herald, 7 Feb. 1903. 
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APPENDICES 

A. Extracts from the Will of Sir Edmund !sham, 6th Bart., relating to the foundation of Lam port 
and Hanging Houghton Endowed School-

"! give and devise unto my brother Charles !sham my nephew Justinian !sham, & my nephew 
Ffrancis Raynsford now Rector of Lamport, & to the heir of my house or Lord or Lady of the 
Manor of Lamport for the time being all those my Lands and Tenements whether ffreehold or 
Copyhold in Hadenham & Cuddington in the County of Bucks upon this special trust & consid
ering that they as soon as may be after my Decease out of th,e rents & profits of the said lands 
erect a Convenient Building in Lamport for a School-house in which a Master & Mistress shall 
Dwell & Teach as many poor Boys & Girls belonging to Lamport & Hanging Houghton as my 
said Trustees shall think proper from time to time to put under their care the Boys & Girls to be 
Taught to read & cast up accounts by the Master & the Girls moreover to be Taught to knit 
spin & do sewing work by the Mistress, who shall be likewise assistant to the Master in teaching 
the Boys & Girls to read, & the said Master shall receive for his Salary out of the said rents & 
profits fifteen pounds yearly & the said Mistress ten pounds & I will that a convenient sum out 
of the surplus of the said rents & ' profits after necessary Repairs shall be laid out in Bibles & 
Common Prayer Books & such other Books as my said Trustees shall think proper for the said 
Boys & Girls & also in Copybooks & other things which shall be necessary for their Instruction 
as aforesaid & if after this there shall be any remainder my Will is that it shall be Divided at the 
end of every year immediately after Christmas Day amongst the poorest Housekeepers of Lamport 
& Hanging Houghton not receiving Alms at the discretion of my Trustees aforesaid. In witness 
whereof I have to this my last Will all written with my own hand set my name and seal the 12th 
day of December 1758. 

E. !sham." 
A:subsequent Codicil to this Will reads as follows-

"! have devised to certain Trustees therein named all my lands and tenements ... in the County of 
Bucks upon trust for the uses and purposes therein mentioned. Now for special reasons me there
unto moving I do hereby revoke and make void the said devise and whereas I have lately purchased 
fifteen hundred pounds consolidated 3 % annuities transferrable at the Bank of England my Will 
is and I do hereby give and bequeath the sum to my nephew Justinian !sham and to my nephew 
Francis Raynsford now Rector of Lamport and to the heirs of my house or Lord or Lady of the 
Manor of Lamport for the time being and to the Rector of Lamport for the time being upon this 
special trust and confidence that they do from and after my decease pay out of the issues profits 
and dividends of the said fifteen hundred pounds yearly and every year £30 to two sober and 
discreet persons professing the religion of the Church of England a Master and Mistress who 
shall teach and instruct as many poor boys and girls belonging to Lamport and Hanging Houghton 
in the County of Northampton aforesaid as my said Trustees shall think proper from time to time 
to put under their care. The boys and girls to be taught to read, write and the common rules of 
arithmetic by the Master and the girls to be taught to knit spin and sewing work by the Mistre~s 
who shall be likewise assistant to the Master in teaching the boys and girls to read and out of the 
said £30 the Master shall receive £18 for his salary and the Mistress £12 and moreover my Will 
is that the Master and Mistress shall diligently attend to the morals of the children and carefully 
instruct them in the catechism of the Church of England and other principles of the Christian 
religion for which purpose I order that a sufficient sum out of the surplus of the issues profits 
and dividends aforesaid at the discretion of my said Trustees shall be laid out in Bibles prayer 
books and other useful and religious books for the use of the said boys and girls and also in copy 
books and other things which shall be necessary for their instruction as aforesaid and my will is 
that out of the said surplus there shall be distributed at the end of every year immediately after 
Christmas Day £5 among the poorest housekeepers at Lamport and Hanging Houghton aforesaid 
not receiving parish alms or any other weekly relief. My meaning is that the Boys be likewise 
taught by the mistress to knit and spin and that the Earnings of all the children be applyed towards 
their maintenance." 

This codicil is dated the 16th day of November 1762. 
Sir Edmund's Will was proved in the Prerogative Court at Canterbury on February 3rd, 1773 
(34 Stevens) by his widow Dame Phillippa I sham. 

Sir Edmund I sham was the fourth son of Sir Justinian I sham, 4th Bart. He was at 
Rugby School under Dr. Holyoake (Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. I, No. 5), then went 
to Oxford where he took his M.A. in 1714. He was a Fellow of Magdalen College 1720-36, and 
eventually a benefactor of the College, leaving them £1,000 towards the building of their new 
Library. He was created a D.C.L. in 1723, and was a judge-advocate of the Admiralty Court. 
After he succeeded to the baronetcy (1737) he sat in six parliaments as M.P. for the County. He 
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left £200 to the County Infirmary at Northampton and a further £1,000 to be invested to pay 
the Infirmary chaplain's salary. He also left legacies to the four London Hospitals of which he 
was a Governor. He was twice married, but had no children. 

B. A note of the present schemes governing the endowments. 

At the period when Graves was master, the !sham Charity (also known as The Apprentice 
Fund), the !sham Educational Foundation (i.e. derived from Sir Edmund's Will and Codicil), 
and the Benefit of Poor Fund (Lady Denton's bequest, 1662) were run very much together. In 
1908-10, the Charities were separated formally and henceforward the !sham Charity was regulated 
by a Scheme of the Charity Commissioners, whereas the Educational Foundation continued under 
the Trusteeship of the Lord of the Manor and the Rector. The Scheme regulating the !sham 
Charity was made by the Charity Commissioners on 1st December 1908 and sealed on 11th 
February 1910. It provided for six Trustees, one to be the Lord of the Manor as an ex-officio 
Trustee, and five others representing the Parish Meeting of Lamport (2), the Parish Meeting of 
Hanging Houghton (2) and Northamptonshire County Council (1). The income was to be applied 
for the benefit of necessitous persons and the apprenticing of poor children. 

It was always intended that a similar scheme should be drawn up for the Educational Found
ation also, and this was eventually done in 1965 (No. 5012 P. sealed on 21st September 1965). 
This scheme was made by the Secretary of State for Education and Science under Section 18 of 
the Charities Act 1960 and provides for six ex-officio Trustees, being the persons who are the 
Trustees for the time being of the !sham Charity, together with one Representative Trustee 
appointed by the Peterborough Diocesan Education Committee. Provision is made in the Scheme 
for the Trustees to make grants out of the income of the Charity towards the maintenance of the 
school premises and special benefits of any kind not normally provided by the Local Education 
Authority, together with other educational benefits, such as exhibitions, tools, books, etc. It thus 
continues to serve a very useful purpose in the educational life of Lamport and district. 

C. List of Masters of Lam port Endowed School since its foundation. 

1. }OSEPH CLARKE, 1780-1818. 
Joseph Clarke came from Chipping Norton in Oxfordshire, and was appointed Schoolmaster 

at Old on 24 January 1780. Six months later he moved to Lamport to the School-house at Hanging 
Houghton, where he died on 25 February 1818, being buried at Lamport. 

2. GEORGE CLARKE, 1818-1832. 
George Clarke, son of Joseph, was born at Hanging Houghton on 28 February 1790. He 

succeeded his father as schoolmaster in 1818. He was a competent draughtsman and musician. 
Whilst living at Hanging Houghton, "he took a sketch of the Lamport choir, including a good 
likeness of himself playing the violin cello". This sketch now belongs to Sir Gyles !sham (repro
duced in Country Life, 17 October 1952). In 1832, Clarke went to live at Scaldwell, and devoted 
himself to visiting every town and village in Northamptonshire, and some of the neighbouring 
counties, and making excellent sketches of the principal buildings. This valuable life-work now 
belongs to the Northamptonshire Record Society. Unfortunately, it was not remunerative, and it 
is recorded that "he sat in a room without a fire, which indeed he was too poor to afford, and 
when so cold that he could not work, he would warm himself by taking sharp walks in the garden 
and fields". He died in 1867 (Northants Notes and Queries, New Series, Vol. IV, pp. 36-40). 

3. WILLIAM GARDINER, 1832-1850 (Also spelt GARDENER). 
The payments indicate that Mr. Gardiner and his wife together acted as schoolmaster and 

mistress. His wife Sarah, was buried at Lamport on 6 April 1850, aged 62. Her death may 
have led to his resignation. Mr. G. R. Reeves writes from Wooton (9 April 1967) "I saw my 
mother on Friday last and she well remembers Mr. Graves: all her schooling took place at 
Lam port. She told me, and I have heard this many times before, that when Mr. Graves was first 
considered for the post of schoolmaster, the conditions were that he should be a married man. 
As he was not married then he advertised for a wife. This would appear to endow him with a 
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disregard for conventions even in Victorian times. The lady was in indifferent health, as my 
mother recalls some lessons in needlework, etc. being held in the schoolhouse". 

4. JoHN JAMES GRAVES, 1851-1901. 
The subject of these articles. 

5. WILLIAM ABBOTT, 1901-1932. 
Ab bott was a fine cricketer, having played for one of the minor counties, and he organized a 

successful cricket team. He was a good teacher, although reputed to be somewhat free with the 
cane. When he retired, the older children were transferred to other schools, and the then County 
Education Officer proposed to send the younger children to Maidwell, and close the school. The 
managers successfully resisted the proposal, and the school, now a Primary School, was entrusted 
to a mistress. 

6. MRs. HENRIETTA HENTON, 1932-1948. Mrs. Henton was the wife of Mr. Henry Henton, 
tenant of Hanging Hough ton Lodge Farm for many years. She was a most successful teacher. 

7. MISS ENID HUNT, 1948-1949. 

8. MRs. A. L. BENHAM, 1950-1951. 

9. MRs. MARGARET EVINA LA TIMER, appointed 8 January 1952, and still in charge. The maximum 
number of pupils in her time has been 28, but more usually the numbers have been about 15. 

On 24 June 1952, centenary celebrations were held at the school, to celebrate the building's 
erection. On this occasion, addresses were given by Sir Gyles !sham and Mr. T. H. Kirkham, 
then Secretary of the County Association of the National Union of Teachers. The N.U.T. was 
also represented by Mr. L. W. R. Pease (Executive). "Several old inhabitants remembered Mr. 
Graves with awe and respect, and the scholars, 15 in all, delighted the audience of old scholars 
and parents with short plays". 

D. A letter written by J. J. Graves in 1862 on the subject of mesmerism. 

Sir Charles !sham was a pioneer spiritualist and vegetarian and was very interested in mes
merism. Mesmer was an Austrian physician (1734-1815) who formulated 'the doctrine or system 
according to which a hypnotic state ... can be induced by an influence (originally known as 'animal 
magnetism') exercised by an operator over the will and nervous system of the patient' (O.E.D.). 
A leading exponent was-Mr. Thomas Capern, secretary of the London Mesmeric Infirmary, and 
he spent six months at Lamport with Sir Charles treating various people for rheumatic and other 
ailments. The Northampton Herald (25 May 1861) reported a meeting in the School-room at 
Hanging Houghton on 17 May when Mr. Thomas Capern gave a lecture on "Mesmerism", with 
Sir Charles !sham in the chair. Among those whom he treated was J. J. Graves, who testified to 
the efficacy of his methods in a letter printed in a book written by Sir Charles in 1862, entitled 
Healing by the Hand and Will. This is the letter: 

To Sir Charles Edmund !sham, Bart. 
Sir, 

Lamport, Northampton, 
February 15th, 1862. 

In compliance with a request made by you some time since, I beg to offer the subjoined 
statement of my case, and the effects of MESMERISM upon me. I may say at once that I have 
purposely delayed the making of any statement, that I might have a fair opportunity to judge 
concerning the permanency of the effects which mesmerism has wrought in me, and so be able to 
speak more confidently upon the subject than I could have done at an earlier period. 

It was in the winter of 1858-9 that I first experienced a weakness and soreness of my throat, 
which greatly distressed me whenever I attempted to articulate. It was with difficulty that I could 
talk; I could not utter more than four or five words consecutively without being compelled to rest. 
In the summer of 1859 I felt very little of it; but as soon as the cold weather set in, the affection 
of the throat returned. I went on in this way, suffering in winter, and finding relief in summer, for 
three years. My distress was so great during the winter of 1860-1 that I seriously contemplated 
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resigning my situation, because, in consequence of my inability to speak freely, I felt I could not 
discharge the duties of my office in an efficient manner, nor to my own satisfaction. 

In September, 1861, I re-commenced teaching, after the usual holidays, during the harvest, 
and in the first week the weakness, or relaxation of my throat, returned. Just at this juncture, 
Mr. Capern came to reside at Lamport. I had met with Mr. Capern, while he was visiting here in 
the spring of last year, and consequently was slightly acquainted with him. On the 30th of this 
month Mr. Capern called casually to see me on a friendly visit, and he enquiring after my health, 
I mentioned to him the circumstances of my sore throat without having the faintest idea that he 
could relieve it, as I had always believed that nothing but rest and a mild climate could cure such 
a disorder. He said that he once cured a gentleman, a clergyman, in London, of a relaxed throat 
by means of mesmerism, and if I would allow him he should have great pleasure in attempting a 
cure of my case. Without any faith whatever in the efficacy of the means he proposed to me, I agreed 
to his proposal to call upon him in the evening. I did so; Mr. Capern began to make passes over 
and about the parts affected; soon I felt warmth, which, beginning at the throat, gradually spread 
downwards; and shortly after this I felt a sensation similar to that of breathing air highly heated. 
I sat for half-an-hour at this time, and immediately afterwards went and sang with the choir at 
their practice for an hour and a half, and that with greater ease than I ever remember to have sung 
before. I had a greater command over my voice. On the next day, October 1st, I still felt a weakness 
of the throat, but had not that difficulty of articulation which I had experienced for a week pre
viously, nor did I feel nearly so distressed. I waited daily upon Mr. Capern for a week, and after
wards at irregular intervals for three weeks longer. I have not been operated upon now, for upwards 
of three months. I have exerted myself as much by talking in school as ever I did, and I can posi
tively affirm that since the first week in October, nearly five months since, I have not felt the slightest 
symptoms of distress from talking, or weakness of the throat in any way, even at the end of my 
hardest day's work; I therefore think I may not unreasonably conclude that Mr. Capern, by means 
of mesmerism, has cured my throat, and I may add, that I am extremely grateful to that gentleman 
for the kindness, attention, and time he has bestowed upon me. 

I have great pleasure in · making this statement, and am prepared to bear witness to its truth 
at any time. 

I am, Sir, 

VERSE AND PROSE 

Your obedient Servant 
JOHN J. GRAVES 

Master of the Lamport & Houghton 
Endowed Charity School. 

William Congreve in his dedication to the Duke of Newcasde of the dramatic works of 
John Dry den paid this tribute to his predecessor: 

"He was equally excellent in verse and prose. His prose had all the clearness imaginable, 
together with all the nobleness of expression, all the graces and ornaments proper and peculiar to 
him without deviating into the language or diction of poetry. I make this observation only to 
distinguish his style from that of many poetical writers, who, meaning to write harmoniously in 
prose, do in truth often write mere blank verse. I have heard him frequently own with pleasure, 
that if he had any talent for English prose, it was to his having often read the writings of the 
great archbishop Tillotson. His versification and his numbers he could learn of nobody; for he 
first possessed those talents in perfection of our tongue. And they who have best succeeded in -
them since his time, have been indebted to his example; and the more they have been able to 
imitate him the better they have succeeded". · 

Macaulay, who assigned Dryden "the first place in the second rank of our poets", wrote 
of him: 

"His command of language was immense. With him died the secret of the old poetical 
diction of England,-the art of producing rich effects by familiar words. In the following century 
it was as completely lost as the Gothic method of painting glass, and was but poorly supplied by 
the laborious and tesselated imitations of Mason and Gray. On the other hand, he was the first 
writer under whose skilful management the scientific vocabulary fell into pleasing and natural 
verse. In this department, he succeeded as completely as his contemporary Gibbons succeeded in 
the similar enterprise of carving the most delicate flowers from heart of o~". 
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THE CLAYPOLES OF NORTHBOROUGH IN AMERICA 

In a previous issue of NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT (Vol. I, No. 4, page 23), 
Mr. Urwick Smith gave an account of John Claypole, son-in-law of Oliver Cromwell 
and his Master of the Horse. He also described other members of the family of the 
Claypoles of N orthborough. Originally, a yeoman family from Kings Cliffe, the Claypoles 
increased in prosperity and status in the reign of Elizabeth I, acquiring the Manor of 
Northborough and a coat of arms shortly afterwards. A brief period of national 
prominence followed the marriage of John Claypole, son of the Puritan John Claypole, 
who sat as member for Northamptonshire in one of Cromwell's Parliaments. Naturally 
this came to an end at the Restoration of Charles II, but John Claypole was not deprived 
of his estates and was enabled to give his mother-in-law, Oliver Cromwell's widow, 
asylum at Northborough, where she died. As mentioned by Mr. Urwick Smith, James 
Claypole, who turned Quaker, and Norton Claypole (brothers of Cromwell's son-in-law), 
both went to America and in this article Mrs. Marion Balderston traces in some detail 

what happened to them there. 
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WHAT happened to the prolific Claypole family of Northborough which, during the days of the 
Commonwealth, rose to be one of the most important families of Northamptonshire? John 
Claypole, who was Cromwell's son-in-law, carried it to the peak of its political importance, spent 
its revenues, mortgaged and finally sold its property; his twelve brothers and sisters scattered, 
some even as far as the New World. The best of that generation, James the Quaker, went to 
Pennsylvania. His letter book continues the family history.1 

John, it would appear, was spoiled, wildly extravagant, arrogant; and had charm. The 
charm had brought him as his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of his father's friend Oliver Cromwell, 
with generous endowments from both parents. The young couple stayed first at Northborough, 
then left to follow Cromwell and live in the royal palaces the Protector annexed. John was addressed 
as Lord Claypole and Elizabeth as Prince-ss; it was a satisfactory life. John became Lord of the 
Bedchamber and Master of the Horse, his brother Edward was a captain, and Wingfield a colonel, 
in Cromwell's army, and young Graveley was a cornet, or the lad who carried the colours.2 

The middle-class Claypoles haq come a long way from the prosperous yeoman J ames 
(John and James' great-grandfather) ofKmgs Cliffe, who in 1563 paid £5,000 for Northborough 
Manor and lands. He had also acquired a tomb and chantry in St. Andrew's church, a coat-of
arms, and other amenities for the good life as lived in the seventeenth century. 

The manor house was old when J ames bought it, having been built by the de la Mare 
family as least two hundred years earlier, and it is possible that the east wing was already falling 
into ruin. It was probably James who modernized the house, cutting across the upper part of the 
great Hall to make a bedroom floor, and building hearths to take the place of the smoke hole in 
the roof of the original structure. Fortunately he left the crocketed gables and other carvings 
which make it one of the most interesting of the medieval small houses left in England.3 

John's grandfather added a touch of nobility by marrying Dorothy Wingfield, the great 
Lord Burghley's niece, his father added wealth by marrying the daughter of a rich London 

1 James Claypole's Letter-Book, ed. Marion Balder
ston (Huntingdon Library, California, 1966). 

2 Dictionary of National Biography, hereafter 
DNB, also Pennsylvania Magazine of History & 
Biography, hereafter PMHB, (Philadelphia, Pa.), X, 

354-55. 
3 John Bridges History & Antiquities of North

amptonshire (London, 1791), II, 528; Rebecca Graaf, 
The Claypole Family (Philadelphia, 1893). 
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merchant. Cromwell made him a baronet. The family was well on its way to becoming one of the 
most powerful in England. 

Then came the year 1658. Elizabeth Cromwell Claypole died in August and the Protector 
followed her in a few weeks. Cromwell's son Richard made his peace with the Royalists, and 
(1660) Charles II came back to his father's throne. John returned to Northborough with his life 
and his freedom, and might have settled on his estates as a country gentleman-farmer had not 
his past glory spoiled him. Restless, and wishing to make a fortune without working, he tried 
medicine, 4 then matrimony. But his temper drove his wife away and he ended living in poverty 
in London as a third-class journalist. 5 

Martha, the spinster sister, died at Northborough and was buried in St. Andrews in 1664.6 

The other girls had left. Mary married William Leild, a justice of the peace and a Member of 
Parliament. Elizabeth married Dr. Alexander Staples, who took her to Ireland. Dorothy married 
a rich parson, Dr. Jeremiah Holled of Walgrave, near Kettering. By 1682 she was a widow, living 
with Wingfield at Northborough. Frances married a rich gentleman of Lincolnshire.7 

Robert, the bachelor brother, became a linen-draper in London. He was buried in St. 
Andrews in 1658, and in his will, proved the following year, he called himself "Gent., of North
borough".8 Edward, after a brief attempt to study law,9 went to Barbados, where he married a 
rich widow and managed a sugar plantation.10 Graveley lived with or near Wingfield; he made 
cider, which he sometimes shipped abroad.11 Norton married, borrowed money from brother 
J ames, went to Barbados and from there to what is now Delaware.12 Here he bought a thousand 
acre "plantation", with more money borrowed from James, and in 1681 sent for his wife Rachel 
and his young son J ames.13 

Best of that generation of Claypoles was James, the fifth boy, born in 1634, who never 
benefitted from his family's importance. He was indentured to an English merchant in Germany 
and in 1658 married a Helena Mercer in Bremen, returning at once to London. He was just in 
time, had he wished, to attend Elizabeth Claypole's midnight funeral in the Abbey, or to see 
brother John in elaborate regalia, lead the riderless horse at Cromwell's funeral. James joined the 
Quakers, became one of the leading members of the Bull and Mouth Meeting, and a close friend 
of William Penn and George Fox. He had a large house in Scots Yard and a country home near 
Richmond. He had fourteen children, eight of whom lived to maturity.14 

He probably had charm like his brother, but a far better temper, though he became 
increasingly irritable as he grew older. He either took over Robert~s business, or started his own; 
in any case, he prospered. His letter-book, covering three years, 1681-84, shows he had corres
pondents in France, Germany, Portugal, Ireland and the West Indies. He was consulted about 
the writing of religious pamphlets. He managed financial affairs for his Meeting, and when Penn 
was given his colony of Pennsylvania, he helped draft the Frame of Government and the Charter 
of Liberties-models of liberal thought. "My hand is to both" he confessed. He was appointed 
Treasurer of the Free Society of Traders, from which much was expected, and it was not his fault 
that it failed. · 

John had made the mistake of siding actively with the Shaftesbury anti-Catholic faction, 
and it cost him one th·ousand pounds to get out of the Tower,15 much of it borrowed from James, 
and of course never paid back. In fact when J ames in 1683 disposed of his business and was ready 

4 Roll of the Royal College of Physicians, ed. Dr. 
William Munk (London, 1878), I, 388; English 
Historical Review, V. 7, 37ff. . 

5 Calendar of State Papers, Domestic, hereafter 
Cal.S.P.Dom., 1679-1680, 307, Ibid., 1682- 466, 468, 
477, Ibid., 1683-1684, 53-54. 

6 Bridges, II, 529. 
7 P MHB, X, 354-55. 
8 Ibid. Robert's will is in Somerset House. 
9 John Foster, Register of Admissions to Grays Inn, 

1521-1889, (London, 1889), 283. 
, 10 J. Camden Hotten, Original Lists of Persons ... 

to the American Plantations (New York, 1880), 356, 
461, 468. 

11 Claypole's Letter-Book. Norton's name appears 
occasionally in the London Port Books, Public Record 
Office. 

12 Claypole's Letter-Book, also Hotton, p. 356. Nor
ton left Barbados in the Bachelor's Delight, that year 
captained by Robert Greenway, who took over 
William Penn in the Welcome in 1682. 

13 Claypole's Letter-Book. 
14 PMHB, XIV (1890), 86-87. 
15 Cal.S.P.Dom., 1680-1681, 466, 477. 
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to sail for Pennsylvania, he was in debt himself. His letters to his brother Edward show what a 
distracted state he was in; two of his children had smallpox, he could collect none of the money 
owed him, John would not speak to him, and Wingfield, asked to wait a little for the payment of 
a £50 bill, threatened the sheriff. When he sailed, he was in terror of being dragged off the ship 
to a debtor's prison. 

His assets were: £100 a year salary as treasurer, 5,000 acres of land paid for, but useless 
until cleared, some Philadelphia lots, on one of which was a half built house-without a fireplace. 
He was busy, however, important, and content. He served on the Board of Property, he was a 
justice of the peace, he was in the Assembly and the Provincial Council, 16 and he helped manage 
the affairs of the Meeting. He rapidly became one of the leading merchants of the busy little city. 
He was register-general of the province and was appointed one of five men, with three as a quorum, 
to manage the whole colony during Penn's absence.17 

Unfortunately, this great honour came too late, for James died in 1687,18 just after the 
arrival of the ship with this news. It was less than four years since he had reached Pennsylvania. 

During this time he had paid off his debts in England, and was building a fortune in the 
New World. When he died his estate was valued at £48110s. 3d., and hundreds were owed hiin.19 

Norton died a year later, apparently still in debt to his brother. That same year John died 
in poverty in London, having been helped financially by younger brother Graveley, at that time 
living near Bristol. 20 

Benjamin, the youngest, married Lucie Wheekley, whose family lived near Little 
Addington; she was born at Wadenhoe. 21 At some period they moved to London, and from 
there in 1707 he wrote a letter to James's son George, then a man of thirty-three and a cabinet
maker in Philadelphia. He gave him a rough sketch of his ancestors and described the family coat 
of arms.22 By that time, however, the very Americanized Claypoles had no interest in the past 
glories of their forefathers. 

MARION BALDERSTON. 

16 Colonial Records of Pennsylvania, (Philadelphia, photostat in the Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, 
1852), I, pp. 119, 156, 162, 167, 168, 195, 196. Locust Street, Philadelphia. 

17 The originals of Perm's letters are in the Penn- 20 DNB, also Northamptonshire Past and Present, 
sylvanis Historical Society, Philadelphis, Pennsyl- v. I, No. 4 (1951), 31. 
vania. Partly quoted in Robert Proud's History of 21 Harleian Society, v. 87, Visitation of Northamp-
Pennsylvania, (1779-1780), I, 305. tonshire, 232, 233. 

18 Letter-Book and PMHB, XIV, 86, 87. 22 PMHB, X, 355, described the coat of arms. 
19 Claypole's will is in Philadelphia City Hall; 

MILTON (From a W.I. Competition, 1936) 

"An old lady told me she heard the following expression more than 60 years ago, 'I must 
chain up ugly, and draw down beautiful'-or, as we should say today, 'Going to have a wash 
and brush up'. 

"She also told me that 70 years ago her parents were very poor and her dinner was often 
a steel dumpling, made only of flour and water, also flour and water pancakes, and when baking 
powder came into use the dumplings became a luxury. Potatoes and point was another dinner. 
A plateful of potatoes and 'point' at the meat." 
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CLARE: SELECTED POEMS AND PROSE 
Oxford University Press 

A NATURAL PHILOSOPHER DAMNED 

Touchstone: Hast any philosophy in thee, shepherd? 

125 

Corin: No more but that I know the more one sickens the worst at ease one is; and that he that 
wants money, means and content is without three good friends . . . that he that hath learned no 
wit by nature nor art may complain of good breeding, or comes of a very dull kindred. 
Touchstone: Such a one is a natural philosopher. Wast ever in court, shepherd? 
Corin: No, truly. . 
Touchstone: Then thou art damned. 'As You Like It' 

Clare knew the land ... But he'd never heard of the classical gods and nymphs. And out of this 
combination of ignorance and experience, he created some of the loveliest nature poetry ... 

C. Day Lewis, 'Poetry for You' 

Though cares chill winter doth my manhood blight 
And freeze like Niobe my thoughts to stone 

John Clare, 'Child .Harold' 

Clare then was damned with peculiar thoroughness. Never 'in court'-or what came, in 
provincial England, at least, to be as important, 'trade', he was condemned first to want the 'three 
good friends', then to madness, the 'blight' that threatened his poetic maturity, and finally to 
attitudes towards his poetry, during and after his lifetime, that could only distract attention from 
the intrinsic qualities of his art. In the Literary Souvenir for 1827, a 'Cabinet of Poetry and 
Romance', it is not the absence of 'Esq.' after Clare's name on the Contents page (as author of 
the 'Ballad', 'There is a tender flower') that disconcerts, but the superfluous 'The Northampton
shire Peasant'. Here is Clare the naif. There is the poetry, that presumably evoked much the same 
response as women preachers from Dr. Johnson-'you are surprised to find it done at all'. Later 
it was madness that lent glitter. As for the twentieth century, in attempting to get Clare his due, 
it has perhaps striven a little too hard to make known his difficulties, even, pace Mr. Day Lewis, 
to the point of invention, as in the matter of his 'ignorance'. One welcomes, therefore, the publi
cation of Clare: Selected Poems and Prose, chosen and edited by the indefatigable Eric Robinson 
and Geoffrey Summerfield for the New Oxford English Series ( Clarendon Press : Oxford University 
Press) (12s. 6d.), as an opportunity to make better known the quality of Clare's poetry. 

Attractively produced by the publishers and edited by two Clare scholars whose enthusiasm 
for their subject has recently given us The Shepherd's Calendar and The Later Poems and will 
shortly bdng us, for the first time, the full text of The Parish, this selection is the best corrective 
one could imagine to any misconceptions about Clare that remain. It offers a fair range in the 
poetry: from Clare's emergence from apprenticeship to Goldsmith, Thomson, Cunningham and 
Cowper to a distinctive mode of his own, through what the editors call 'a monument to Clare's 
frustrations', 'The Midsummer Cushion', to the final period in the asylum in Northampton. In 
mode and content this represents an achievement of quite unusual variety: Augustan descriptive 
in the extracts from 'The Shepherd's Calendar', poetry of direct observation, satirical shrewdness 
in the passage from 'The Parish', and increasing depth of feeling in the later poems. A piece of 
great interest, for itself but also for the light it casts on 'The Shepherd's Calendar', is 'Valentine 
Eve', the verse-tale Clare wrote to accompany 'February'. He intended to add to the 'human 
interest' of the descriptive poems by appending to each month's a narrative in verse. (No doubt, 
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the editors will comment more fully on this relationship in the collected. edition they are preparing 
for the Oxford English Texts series. There, perhaps, too, 'Valentine Eve' may be restored to the 
'Calendar'. The tale was neither mentioned nor included in the editors' edition of the poem in 
1964). This, then, is a selection to demonstrate not only the variety and individual excellence of 
Clare's poetry, but also the Grand Design that informs its individual works (as above) and the 
work as a whole-for example, the philosophic unity given through imagery and allusion by the 
Paradise and Judgment themes. If one has a criticism to make of the selection, it must be that the 
last period does not get its due. 'Child Harold' is under-represented; Don Juan, not at all, and the 
poems of the Knight transcripts, MS. 110 and the 'Shorter Poems' section of 'The Later Poems' 
are all skimped. One misses the apocalyptic flare of 'There is a day a dreadfull day' ('mis' quoted 
as 'dreadful' in the introduction) or the-well-worn perfection of'The Peasant Poet', however much 
one deplores the 'title'. 

What is to some degree a compensation is the generous amount of space given to little
known prose extracts. These are juxtaposed, illuminatingly, with poems on .a common theme. 
They are not only rich sources for the natural or social historian, but also valuable works in their 
own right, Cobbettian in proportion and measure, sharply observed, sturdily lucid, and finely 
judicious. They offer much the same variety· as the poetry-the Swiftian polemics of 'Apology for 
the Poor', the moving understatement of 'The Journey Out Of Essex', the critical awareness of 
'Artificial Nature Poetry' and (self-criticism) 'On Poems Descriptive ... ', and, of course, evoca
tions of local society and landscape. There is, too, an informative little piece where he discusses 
his debt to a number of poets. (The library of the 'untutored genius', as listed by Mr. D. Powell, 
comprised 440 volumes). 

One misses critical apparatus, however. Interest sends one, often in vain, to the notes in 
search of the occasion or source or date of a particular piece. It is, of course, one of the oddities of 
Clare publishing that we have had the selection and the specialised collections before the collected. 
Yet even for a popular selected edition, one feels this is rather light in such information. 

One or two other inconveniences exist, mainly textual. The note to line 6 of 'I am' refers 
us to a different reading in 'The Knight Transcripts'. One will not, however, find this text in the 
same editors' 'The Later Poems', the most reliable source for texts of that phase of Clare's work. 
As I pointed out in these pages in a review of the earlier volume, the editors, rather surprisingly 
in a volume committed to textual rehabilitation, offered only a selection of the poems in 'The 
Knight Transcripts' on grounds of 'unevenness'. One is also sent back to 'The Later Poems' by 
the text of the extract from 'Child Harold', titled 'Stanzas from Child Harold and interspersed 
songs' (the italics are mine). The texts differ, without explanation. In the volume under review the 
song 'Dying gales of sweet even' is followed, without omission marks, by the song 'No single 
hour can stand for nought'. In 'The Later Poems', however, it is followed by the song 'The spring 
may forget that he reigns in the sky' (on good enough manuscript authority) and that, in turn, by 
'No single hour'. As the editors reminded us (and Mr. Grigson) in their introduction to 'The 
Later Poems', adducing this very passage, the songs 'are clearly an integral part of the poem' -as 
is the sequence in which they appear. One wonders, too, after such a statement of their importance, 
whether the omission (clearly shown as such on this occasion) of the Ballad, 'Sweet days while 
God your blessings send', from the same extract was at all justifiable. It is closely related to the 
preceding section. Its second and fourth lines echo the rhyme of own/stone/one of its predecessor's 
final section, as well as developing the autumn/Mary theme introduced there. As for the Biblio
graphy, since the editors apply the same yardstick to earlier editors' volumes, I am inclined to 
think that they should have indicated that their own edition of 'The Later Poems' is itself a 
selection. 

The introduction does not measure up to the text. There is some dubious generalising, 
mostly hostile in tone, about The Romantics. The writing throughout has an unsettling bounciness 
to it-'Wordsworth's allegiance to rural Cumberland was trumpeted ... ' (my italics). Wordsworth, 
with whom Clare is compared, is cut down to size without . much argument and by implication. 
Clare is also compared in the same paragraph with the much less successful Bloomfield. We are 
further told that Clare would have been much happier in The Pantheon than Southey, yet, later, 
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he is part of the countryside, 'a whopstraw ... smelling of the farmyard'. The comparison with 
Van Gogh never gets off the ground. When we are told that 'Clare will live', the argument is not 
much more convincing than the writing that appeared on the walls of San Francisco when the 
American Jazz-hero, Charlie Parker, died-'Bird Lives'. In this case, it reads that Clare 'held 
firmly to his poetic vision throughout a long life, while some like Wordsworth and Southey 
faltered, and others like Keats and Shelley died very young'. More controlled critical argument 
would have served Clare's case better. We shall need something more convincing than this. 

Fortunately, we have it in the quality and range of the poetry exhibited in this very useful 
selection. 

ROBERT SHA w. 

BROWNING, SELECTED POEMS 
chosen and edited by KENNETH ALLOTT. Oxford University Press. 12s. 6d. 

No greater contrast to the personality and poems of John Clare could be found than in. the 
person of Robert Browning, selections from whose poems have just been issued in the same format 
as the poems of Clare reviewed above. Browning belonged to the respectable middle class; brought 
up by doting and admiring parents; educated, travelled; dependent financially, first on his parents, 
then on his wife, who adored him; finally, the successful "man ofletters", and a social lion; buried 
in Westniinster Abbey. In every respect, his career was the antithesis of Clare's. 

And the poetry? For an earlier generation, Browning was not only a great poet, but a great 
thinker, and a splendid man. 

"One who never turned his back, but marched breast forward 
Never doubted clouds would break, . 
Never dreamed, though right were worsted, wrong would triumph, 
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 

Sleep to wake". 

Professor Allott, Browning's latest editor, omits, as earlier editors would not have done, 
the Epilogue to Asolando from these selected poems, because for him, and other modern critics, 
Browning was not like that. "There is an obvious discrepancy" he writes "between Browning the 
man and Browning the poet. The poet appears strong, positive and confident, but Browning was 
not a strong man ... ".Again, "Modern biographers and critics detect that there was 'something 
not quite sound or genuine' in Browning's personality. Certainly there was an unattractive streak 
in him-a streak of commonness that coarsened his feelings and impaired his judgement". Professor 
Allott cannot take Browning's "thought very seriously". For him, Browning's "vividness of 
expression" is "his outstanding artistic resource", but this vividness "compels us after a while to 
turn down the bright illumination by paying less attention to his language". For this reason, "No 
poet, not even Wordsworth or Tennyson stands in more need of selection than Browning". He 
"wrote too much, and sometimes execrably". Professor Allott thinks little of the poems published 
after 1864 (Dramatis Personae) and, although he admits "some modern critics would be ready to 
except from this blanket condemnation, The Ring and the Book", he gives no extract from this 
work, a specimen for him of "misguided Victorian magnanimity". Professor Allott allows that, 
even in the later work, there are "striking lines, phrases, or short passages which recall an earlier 
Browning". For some, this will be altogether too harsh a judgement, and The Ring and the Book 
will remain a great work. not in any way even in merit, but one to read, re-read and ponder. 
Listen to the Pope's soliloquy-

"Paul-'tis a legend-answered Seneca, 
But that was in the dayspring; noon is now; 
We have got too familiar with the light. 
Shall I wish back once more that thrill of dawn? 
When the whole truth-touched man burned up, one fire?" 

G.I. 
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PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 
by the REV. J. L. CARTWRIGHT 

129. 

A Jarrold 'Sandringham' Book, published by Jarrold Colour Publications, Norwich. 3s. 6d. 

This new guide to the Cathedral is illustrated in colour, and very fine colour too. The view 
of the sanctuary is particularly fine. There are also illustrations of the present Bishop, the Dean, 
and other clergy, a feature absent from the older guide-books. The form of the book is "popular", 
but the letterpress is by Canon Cartwright, which ensures that the information is accurate, and 
well expressed. "This noble building lifts up the hearts of those who, although their motives may 
have been mixed, yet built and wrought to the glory of God". There should be a wide public 
for a book of this kind. 

ARCHBISHOP HENRY CHICHELE 
by E. F. Jacob. Nelson. 42s. 

Profes~or Jacob is an old friend of the Record Society, and his lecture on Chichele to our 
members in 1948 (see Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. I, p. 35) will be remembered. 
Chichele was Archbishop of Canterbury for twenty-nine years, a long period in any age. Shakes
peare put into his mouth a very long genealogical speech in Henry V, with the famous purple 
passage about the honey-bees. 

Professor Jacob, for so long a Fellow and Librarian of All Souls College, knows more 
about the Archbishop, one of Northamptonshire's most famous sons, than anyone else, and it is 
entirely appropriate that he should have written his life, as it is that he should have edited the 
four volume edition of Chichele's Register. 

RECUSANT HISTORY 

The Rev. Godfrey Anstruther, O.P. has completed a monumental work of research on 
Seminary Priests. This lists alphabetically the names of these priests, their country of origin, and 
diocese, parents' names (where known), date and place of ordination, sphere of work, and eventual 
fate, with the necessary authorities. A Northamptonshire example is John Paine, who was ordained 
at Cambrai in 1576, worked in Essex, was captured in Warwickshire in 1581, committed to the 
Tower the same year, and hanged at Chelmsford on 2 April1582. The compilation will be of great 
value to students of Recusant history. 

It can be obtained from the author (The Rev. Godfrey Anstruther, O.P., Holy Cross 
Priory, Leicester) for 55s., or post free 63s. inland, 70s. to Europe, and 80s. beyond. It weighs a 
fraction over 10 pounds. A copy is available to students at Delapre. 
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THE COVER: A RECUMBENT EFFIGY 

THE COVER DESIGN shows the recumbent effigy of Sir Thomas Tresham in All Saints' Church, 
Rushton. Originally the monument stood in St. Peter's Church, Rushton, but when St. Peter's 
was demolished in 1785, the monument was moved to All Saints'. All Saints' Church was damaged 
by fire in 1963. The damage has now been made good and the monument cleaned. It is intended 
to restore it to its original condition, with its proper heraldic colours. The base of the monument 
contains the Arms of the Treshams, of the Penythornes, the owners of Rushton Manor before 
the Treshams, and the Harringtons of Hornby, Lancs., Sir James Harrington having been the 
maternal grandfather of Sir Thomas Tresham. 

This Sir Thomas Tresham was. born about 1500 and was knighted by Henry VIII in 1530. 
He was one of the King's Commissioners for the surrender of Monastic lands, including the 
Abbey of Peterborough. When, on the death of Edward VI, Northumberland proclaimed his 
daughter-in-law, Lady Jane Grey, Queen of England, Tresham sided wirh Mary Tudor and 
himself proclaimed her Queen at Northampton. Queen Mary re-established the Order of the 
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem in England, suppressed by her father, and in 1557 appointed 
Tresham, whose wife Anne Parr had died some time before, Lord Prior of the restored Order. 
When Elizabeth came to the throne Tresham was summoned to Parliament, taking his seat above 
all the Temporal Peers, but shortly afterwards his Order was again dissolved. Queen Elizabeth, 
however, allowed him to retain his title of Lord Prior, because she considered that he had rendered 
her a service when he proclaimed her sister, since if Lady Jane's claim to the throne had been 
allowed, neither Mary nor Elizabeth would have been Queens. According to Fuller, however, this 
permission to use the title of Lord Prior during his life brought him neither profit nor power, 
and he died in March, 1559/60. 

The Knights Hospitaller was one of the two Military Orders founded in the Holy Land for the 
protection of pilgrims in the early days of the Crusades, the other being the Knights Templars. 
The first establishment of the Hospitallers in England was at Smithfield in 1100 and their first 
church was dedicated in 1185. The effigy of Sir Thomas Tresham "is remarkable as being the 
only one of its kind in England". Sir Thomas Tresham is wearing the dress assigned to his Order 
by PopeHonoriusiii (1216-1227). This was "along blackmantlewornovertheirarmour with a white 
cross fiory on their heart and a cap of heraldic form" (A. Hartshorne, Recumbent Monumental 
Effigies in Northamptonshire, (1876), p. 16). 

When the Knights were expelled from the Holy Land they went to Rhodes, and afterwards 
to Malta, which was given them by the Emperor Charles V. They are represented today by· the 
Knights of Malta with headquarters in Rome, engaged in hospital and charitable works. The 
Venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem was re-established in England by Queen Victoria, and 
they too are engaged in sponsoring charitable works of which the best known is the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade. The British Association of the Sovereign and Military Order of Malta and 
the Venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem, whose headquarters are at the Priory in Clerkenwell, 
have undertaken to restore Sir Thomas Tresham's monument to its former glory, and it is hoped 
that this enterprise may be only one of the ways in which the Orders work together in the future. 

The grandson of the Lord Prior was the better known Sir Thomas Tresham of Elizabethan 
days who built Rothwell Market House, the Triangular Lodge at Rushton, and the New Building 
at Lyveden. 
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A MEDIEVAL FONT BOWL 

Found in the stables at the Rectory, SS. Peter & Paul, Kettering 

(half inch scale) 

Drawing and Photograph by Robert Carr 

The bowl in its entirety is set on a pillar and base of much later date and it may have 
been used either as a baptismal font or as a holy water stoupe. 

The cavity of the bowl has been diminished by laying a sheet of slate 5.5 c.m. below the 
upper edge of stone. This is indicated in the accompanying plan. There is a central hole draining 
into the lower portion of the bowl but this has no traceable outlet. 

The faces on four of the bowl's eight sides are badly defaced, partly due to the soft and 
coarse nature ofthe limestone which, even originally, can only have allowed minimal detail. There 
is no indication of where it originally stood. - }.L.C. 

NIGHT SCHOOL IN 1762 
Northampton, March 20, 1762 

NOTICE is hereby given 
THAT THOMAS CRASS, who was six Years Assistant to Mr John Smith, Writing

Master, deceased, and three Years since to his Widow, Joyce Smith, is disengaged from thence, 
and has opened a School at the Bottom of Saint Giles's Street in this Town; where Youth are 
taught Writing, Arithmetic both Vulgar and Decimal, Geometry, Surveying, Trigonometry both 
Plain and Spherical, [Sun] Dialling, Architecture, and other Sciences Mathematical. And he takes 
this Opportunity of returning Thanks to his Friends for their particular Favours, hoping for the 
Continuance of the same, which he will endeavour always to merit. 
N. B. The said THOMAS CRASS continues his Attendance in the Evenings as usual, that 
those Artificers and others, who cannot attend in the Day-Time, may learn the above Sciences. 

!~Land survey'd, and neatly plann'd, at reasonable Rates. 
:· Northampton Mercury, 22 March 1762. 
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A1PILGRIM BADGE? 

I 
'I , ·, 

(( \l 
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The small stone mould illustrated above (full size) was found by Miss Norah M. Tebbutt 
of Kettering at Pipewell on the site of the Cistercian Abbey. She sent it to the London Museum 
for a report which B. W. Spencer, Assistant Keeper, kindly provided (letter dated 21st June 1967). 

"The mould certainly has all the general characteristics of moulds used for casting 
pilgrim badges. These were usually made of small rectangular blocks of close-grained stone 
and often with designs cut on both sides. However, the same sort of moulds were used for 
the manufacture of a wide variety of metal costume accessories such as brooches, buckles 
and small ornaments that were attached in profusion to medieval1eatherwork. 

-"The design on your mould does not resemble any pilgrim badges I know of, 
except that the bearded head is reminiscent of small badges depicting the Vernicle. I think 
it is more likely to be a strap-end. A counter-mould would originally have fitted on top of 
your section of the mould and I suspect that provision would have been made in this for 
completing the outline thus:-

"Dating this kind of folk art is very difficult and I can only suggest that the mould 
belongs to the 15th century." J.M.S. 
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LIVES OF THE SAINTS 

Alban Butler's "Lives of the Saints" was first published in 1773. Since then it has passed 
through many editions, and a new one has just appeared edited by the Rev. Bemard Kelly, who 
has added the lives of Saints canonised since 1773, up to 1938 (5 vols., 7 gns., Virtue and Co. Ltd). 

Even Gibbon described it as "a work of merit; the sense and learning belong to the author 
-his prejudices are those of his profession". It is often forgotten that the author of this classic 
work was a Northamptonshire man, although Baker with his thoroughness sets out the facts 
(Hist. and Antiq. of the County of Northampton, I 476). The Butlers of Apeltre, in the parish of 
Aston le Walls, were an armigerous family, connected by marriage with the Washingtons. Accord
ing to Baker, Alban Butler's grandfather, having been disappointed in the results of the coming of 
William of Orange to the English throne, which he assisted, drowned his sorrows, and beggared 
the estate, with the result that Alban would not have been educated at all without the assistance 
of George Holman of Warkworth, who sent the boy at the age of eight to the English College at 
Douai, where he profited so much by his studies that he became a very learned priest, and President 
of the College of St. Omer. It was in the Holman household that another famous name in the 18th 
century history of the church was reared, the future Bishop Challoner, whose mother was the 
Holmans' housekeeper. 

KING JAMES'S JusTICES 

A manuscript poem of two hundred and eighty-four lines of verse in an unknown but" 
comtemporary hand "outspokenly satirising the foibles of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace" 
dated about 1605, was recently offered for sale by a London bookseller (Peter Murray Hill Ltd., 
June 1967, Catalogue 100). Unfortunately, when enquiries were made about its purchase for 
Northamptonshire, we were informed that it had just been bought by the Brotherton Library, 
Leeds, who intend to publish it. 

From the catalogue entry, the poem appears to be of great local interest. The author 
(whom, we suspect may have been a clergyman) has little good to say of the Justices, from Robert 
Cecil, Earl of Exeter, downwards, whom the author says thinks nothing but of his playe! Sir 
William Tate of Delapre is said to have a high opinion of his own tedious speeches, whereas wily 
John Wake of Salcey Forest 

thinkes he casts beyond the Moone 
yet he hath a pretty knacke 
well a Jury for to packe 

The author seems to have disliked Papists, and hints that Sir Valentine Knightley while passing 
for a Puritan goes to Mass. But some of the Puritans come in for hard knocks too. Sir Anthony 
Mildmay of Apethorpe 

played the wanton many a daye 
which made his pate so soone graye. 

Sir Richard Knightley is called "Gapinge Dycke" and Sir Erasmus Dryden, grandfather of the 
poet, "Dapper Draydon". 
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