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MONSTERS IN CAMPBELL SQUARE ! 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF TWO INDUSTRIAL PREMISES IN NORTHAMPTON 

THE south side of Camp bell Square, Northampton, is the site of two handsome industrial buildings. 
They stand together; the one on the west was originally occupied by Moses P. Manfield (shoe 
manufacturer) and now by Charles Tait & Co. (1938) Ltd. (leather factors) and several other 
firms, the other by Isaac, Campbell & Co. (army contractors and shoe manufacturers) and now 
by Horton & Arlidge Ltd. (cardboard-box manufacturers). 

Both buildings were constructed during the latter part of tlie 1850's. When they were 
completed a period of development ended for the area of land enclosed by New land, Lady's Lane, 
Victoria Street and Campbell Square. This area, apart from the side formed by Lady's Lane, had 
been almost clear of houses in 1847 when W. W. Law engraved his splendid map ofNorthampton.1 

Campbell Square itself was known by that name as early as 1858,2 and presumably it commem
orates the 'Camp bell' in 'Isaac, Camp bell & Co.'; however, in their early days the two buildings 
were usualJy listed under 'Fleetwood Place' or 'Fleetwood Terrace' in directories and ratebooks. 

The Manfield building is three stories high, and Italianate in style. Unfortunately the 
name of its architect is unknown. The original symmetry of the facade-four bays on either side 
of the main entrance-has been unbalanced by a westward extension of five bays erected during 
the 1880's. Rising up from the back of the building is a tower which for many years was a 
prominent object on the Northampton skyline, although the presence of several large modern 
structures now causes this tower to stand out less conspicuously. The Manfield building is of 
brick, but the facade and tower are coated with stucco which, on the ground floor of the facade, 
is lined to resemble masonry. An impressively bearded face is carved 'On .. :the keystone over the 
main entrance. 

The Isaac building is also three stories high and of brick. Williani Hull, a Northampton 
architect, was responsible for the design. 3 The facade on Camp bell Square is highly ornamented 
with rusticated and carved stone, but most of the rest of the building, which extends down Victoria 
Street and then makes a right-angled turn towards the rear of the Manfield building, is plain 
in style. A separate building, which lies behind the Manfield building, also formed part of Isaac, 
Campbell & Co.'s premises, and appears to have been linked to the principal building by a small 
bridge, the remains of which are still visible. The main entrance to the Isaac building was originally 
in the centre of the facade on Camp bell Square, but has subsequently been moved to its present 
position at the corner of Campbell Square and Victoria Street. Rear access to the Manfield and 
the Isaac buildings was (and still is) obtained by an L-shaped alley which runs from the east side 
of Upper Newland. 

1857-9 was a period of crisis for the Northampton shoe manufacturing industry. Early in 
November 1857 it became known among the shoemakers at Northampton that two local shoe 
manufacturers were using closing machines on their premises.4 (The stitching together of the 
component parts of shoe-uppers is known in the trade as 'closing'. Closing machines work on 
similar principles to domestic sewing machines, but are designed to stitch leather instead of cloth.) 
Hitherto the shoe manufacturing industry at Northampton had been unmechanised.5 Many of 

1 The centre portion of this map is reproduced in 
Victor A. Hatley, 'Some Aspects of Northampton's 
History, 1815-51', Northamptonshire Past & Present, 
Vol. Ill, No. 6 (1965-6), 245. 

2 Northampton Improvement Commissioners, 
Ratebook, Dec. 1858. (Northants. Record Office). 

3 Northampton Mercury, 7 Feb. 1857. 

4 Ibid., 14 Nov. 1857. Northamptonshire Free Press 
(South Midland Free Press from 1858), 14 Nov. 1857. 

5 Henry Marshall, a shoe manufacturer in North
ampton, claimed in 1865 that he had secretly used 
closing machines on his premises in 1855, but soon 
gave them up because he could foresee opposition 
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the shoemakers feared that the introduction of closing 
machines would be followed by heavy unemployment and the 
reduction of wages.6 Men who retained their jobs would be 
compelled to work in factories. Most Northampton shoe
makers in those days cherished what in their eyes was the 
privilege of working at home, and the idea of factory discipline 
was abhorrent to them. 7 If they wanted to celebrate with 
potent liquor what was sometimes known as 'St Monday', 
they did so; if, as the result of a debauch, they had to work 
long hours to complete their appointed tasks, that was also by 
their own choice. To quote one of the shoemaker-leaders in 
1858: 'I should like to ask my fellow shopmates how they 
would like to be called from their homes at the tinkle of a 
be11'.8 

* * * * * * 

The first reference to the Manfield building occurs 
in the Northampton Mercury of 14 November 1857, which 
carried a report about a meeting of Northampton shoemakers 
who were protesting against the use of machinery for making 
shoes:-

THE "HOWE" SEWING MACHINE 
An early type of machine used 

for closing shoe-uppers. 

'EMPLOYMENT OF MACHINERY IN THE MANUFACTURE OF SHOES. 
On Monday last a monster meeting was called on the Market Square [Northampton] to 
take into consideration the introduction of machinery into the manufacture of boots and 
shoes. A waggon formed the platform for the occasion, and Mr. WILSHER, an operative 
shoemaker, was called to the chair. In opening the business, he said he had no doubt 
they were all aware that the object of the meeting was to check the introduction of 
machinery, which was calculated to bring ruin upon them all. They could not look on the 
monster warehouse which was rearing its head within the town, without seeing that it would 
ride rough-shod over them unless they came forward in time. Mr. M. P. MANFIELD 
here stepped from the crowd and asked whether the CHAIRMAN alluded to his ware
house. He did not wish to take any part in the meeting, but he thought it best at the outset 
that there should be no mistake. The CHAIRMAN said that it was the general opinion 
that the warehouse in question was to be used as a factory. Mr. MANFIELD said the 
fact was not so. Mr. PELL [another operative shoemaker] then came forward. He said that 
he was glad to hear that the monster warehouse was not designed for the purpose which 
had been assigned to it by the popular belief. They understood that it was to be a factory, 
and that the operatives were to be confined within its walls, and that machinery was to be 
used there. The owner denied it. The proof of the pudding was in the eating, and they 
would see. The proposition which he had to lay before the makers, closers, liners, and 

from his employees (Northampton Mercury, 8 Apr. 
1865). 

The sewing machine, invented by Elias Howe in 
1846, was adapted in 1852 for stitching leather 
(Blanche E. Hazard, The Organisation of the Boot and 
Shoe Industry in Massachusetts before 1875, Cam
bridge, U.S.A., 1921, 94). 

6 The closing machines were treadle driven, but 
even so the amount of work that they could perform 
was grossly overestimated by the shoemakers of 
Northampton. Fear of machinery being used in other 
processes of shoe manufacturing also influenced the 
shoemakers. 

For information on the unrest at Northampton, 
1857-9, see the Northampton Mercury and the South 

Midland Free Press for those years. Also John Ball, 
'An Account of the Strike of the Northamptonshire 
Boot and Shoe Makers in 1857-8-9', Trade Societies 
and Strikes (National Association/or Social Science), 
1860, 1-6. 

7 As early as 1838 Thomas Walesby, a North
ampton shoe manufacturer, had issued a denial that 
he intended to set up the 'factory system' in North
ampton, Northampton Mercury, 24 Feb. 1838. 

8 South Midland Free Press, 13 F eh. 1858. An un
sympathetic account of shoemakers in Northampton 
is contained in an article in Good Words, 1 Nov. 1869. 
This article has been reprinted in Victor A. Hatley, 
'Snobopolis': Northampton in 1869, (Northampton) 
1966. (Northampton Historical Series, No. 1). 
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THE MANFIELD BUILDING, CAMPBELL SQUARE, NORTHAMPTON 

An early photograph 
(Reproduced by courtesy of Messrs. Manfield and Sons, Ltd.) 
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binders, was-That they should pledge themselves to resist by all legitimate means the 
introduction of machinery into the manufacture of boots and shoes. . . '. 

Manfield's action in revealing his presence at the Market Square meeting shows that he 
was a courageous man, for the temper of the shoemakers around him was not conciliatory. There 
is no reason to suppose that he was telling an untruth when he denied that his new warehouse 
was intended as a factory, or that he did not propose to use machinery inside it. The principal 
shoe manufacturers of Northampton, Manfield among them, were in no hurry to get rid of closing 
by hand; not until February 1859 did they announce that henceforth their employees must be 
prepared to handle machine-closed uppers. 9 By that time closing machines were being used 
extensively in many other centres of shoe production, and the Northampton manufacturers feared 
that their businesses would suffer if they stuck to hand-closing. 

In April 1858 the Northamptonshire Boot and Shoe-Makers Mutual Protection Society, 
which embraced shoemakers in the town and county of Northampton, was formed in preparation 
for a struggle with the manufacturers.10 A strike fund was set up, and liaison established with the 
shoemakers at Stafford, where the introduction of closing machines was also being opposed. An 
attempt to withdraw labour from the firms in Northampton which were already using machines 
was not wholly successful, and angry scenes often took place when 'scabs' (shoemakers who were 
prepared to accept machine-closed uppers) were confronted in the streets by anti-machinists. In 
answer to the decision in February 1859 of the principal manufacturers to introduce machine
closed uppers, the executive of the Mutual Protection Society called a strike, at the same time 
advising that as many men as possible should leave Northampton and seek work elsewhere. The 
strike was a failure. Workers in other industries were unsympathetic to the shoemakers, especially 
when it was observed that men from Northampton often had no objection to handling machine
closed uppers at their new places of employment. By the middle of May the strike was over, most 
of the shoemakers who had quitted the town-it was estimated that there were about 1,500 of 
them-drifting back to their homes. Much hardship was caused at Northampton by opposition 
to the closing machines; on 31 December 1859 the Northampton Herald, in reference to the strike, 
stated that 'Numbers of families, until then respectable, have not yet recovered from the injurious 
effects of that mischievous movement'. · 

* * • * * * 
Isaac, Campbell & Co. were army contractors on a large scale. Three persons surnamed 

Isaac were connected with the firm, Samuel, Saul and Charles, of whom Samuel appears to have 
been. active at Northampton. The present writer has been unable to discover who Camp bell was, 
or what part he played in the formation and management of the firm. 

As well as supplying the army with shoes, Isaac, Campbell & Co. were also contractors 
for clothing and equipment. In 1858 it was discovered that there had been misappropriation of 
public money at the W eedon Bee military depot, and Samuel and Saul Isaac were witnesses at 
the official inquiry which took place afterwards. Samuel admitted that he had made a loan of 
£500 to J ames Elliott, the Principal Military Storekeeper at Weed on Bee, who had absconded 
with an actress to America. The commissioners making the inquiry, after considering Samuel 
Isaac's evidence in detail, declared themselves satisfied that there had been no improper motive 
behind this loan.11 

Isaac, Campbell & Co., whose headquarters were in London, appear to have established 
themselves in Northampton early in 1857, their first premises being in Inkerman Terrace.12 

Tenders for constructing the premises in Campbell Square were invited in February 1857. These 

9 Northampton Mercury, 12 Feb. 1859. 
10 See the Rules of the Northamptonshire Boot and 

Shoe-Makers' Mutual Protection Society embracing all 
Towns and Villages whose Shopmates are working for 
Shops in the Town or County of Northampton. A copy 
of these rules, dated 1859, is in the Northampton 
Public Library. Two existing societies, for shoe-

makers working on men's and women's footwear 
respectively, were represented on the executive of 
the Mutual Protection Society. 

11 Parliamentary Papers, 1859 (2), IX, 265-977, 
passim. · 

12 Northampton Improvement Commissioners, 
Ratebook, May 1857. 
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THE ISAAC, CAMPBELL PREMISES, CAMPBELL SQUARE, NORTHAMPTON 

This illustration, which was probably made in the early 1860's, appeared in 
Nprthampton Past and Present, a guide book to Northampton which was published 
in 1879. Turner Brothers, Hyde & Co., whose name is displayed on the buildings, 

took over these premises in 1861. 
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premises were ready for occupation in May 1859, about the time when the strike .of Northampton 
shoemakers against the introduction of closing machines came to an end. 

The proprietors of Isaac, Campbell & Co. intended Jhat, with the exception of married 
women, their employees should work on the Campbell Square premises. They also intended to 
make use of closing machines. With these ends in mind, they issued an appeal to the shoemakers 
of Northampton. This appeal, which is one of the most interesting documents in the history of 
shoe manufacturing, is here reproduced in full:-

'TO THE BOOT AND SHOEMAKERS OF NORTHAMPTON. 
We address you on a matter of the greatest concern to you and to us. 
-You live by work. We want work done on fair terms and for fair wages. That being 

so, our object is to establish those proper and just relations which should exist between 
employers and employed. . 

We have built, at a great cost, extensive premises in which to carry on the manu
facture of boots and shoes. They are arranged upon the best plan. The rooms are large, 
lofty, and well ventilated, and kept warmed at an uniform, moderate, and healthy heat by 
nearly two miles of hot water piping. 

They will be opened in a few days for the reception of workpeople; and we hope 
to see them filled by hundreds of busy hands. 
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The engagements will be permanent for all those who are willing to do, each day, 
a good day's work, under the superintendence of our foreman. 

The work will all be piece work. 
The attendance must, for your sakes as well as for ours, be regular. 
The hours fixed are- in summer, from 6 to 8, from 8t to 12, and from 1 to 6 

o'clock; and, in winter, from 8 to 12, from 1 to 4, and from 4t to 8. 
The wages will be the same as those paid by other houses, and may be received 

daily or weekly, as you please. . 
Those who desire to do so may take two half-holidays in each week, namely, from 

the dinner hours of Wednesday and Saturday. 
We intend. to employ machinery. We state that plainly, because we know that many 

of you have striven against the introduction of machines; but we submit to you, and we 
are glad to know that many of you are aware of the fact, that machinery must and will be 
employed, and that to struggle against it is to fight with science, and to attempt to put a 
stop to the progress of the human mind. 

We intend to employ women and children on the premises. Some of you have 
objected to that being done; but it is obvious that those women who work at machinery 
must be employed upon the premises. For them, separate work-rooms, entrances, stair
cases and personal accommodation have been provided; and they will be superintended 
entirely by females. 

But we do not stipulate that married women and mothers of families shall work 
upon the premises, for we know that the house requires the presence of the wife; and the 
wives of men working for us may take out work. 

No objection will be made to parents bringing their own children as apprentices 
to themselves. 

Four men will work at each table. The men at each three of the tables may elect 
from among themselves an overseer, who will see that the work is properly done, and will 
be paid by us for such extra service. 

There will be upon the premises a grindery store. The articles will be purchased 
wholesale for ready money, and sold to our workmen at cost price. 

We have heard of your objections to what is called 'the factory system'. We submit 
to you that the system we propose is not the 'factory system'. It is a carefully considered 
system of constant, orderly, regulated work, without any of the bad features which have 
made the factory system distasteful to you; for example:-

Married women may have work at home; 
Parents may bring their children as apprentices; 
Men and women will be kept separate; 
Workmen will be allowed to choose their own overseers. 
Subdivision of labour will not be attempted. 

The advantages which will accrue to the work-people can, we think, hardly be 
overlooked by you. 

Instead of your being obliged to work in the close, confined rooms of your cottages, 
you will labour in healthy, commodious and well-ventilated apartments. 

Your houses, instead of being ill-regulated workshops in which domestic duties 
interfere with labour, will become homes in which comfort will be possible. 

You will be enabled to eat, sleep, and sit at your firesides free from the smell of 
the materials of manufacture, which, in small and crowded dwellings, is unpleasant, and 
may be unwholesome. 

In regular hours of orderly labour, free from domestic hindrances, you will be able 
to do more work and earn more money in less time than you can now. · 

Your children employed under a well-regulated system will acquire habits of 
industry and order, and become more valuable to you. 

Regular half-holidays will afford you opportunities for amusement and recreation. 
We submit these important changes to you in all frankness, and in the hope and 

belief that you will see their reasonableness and advantage. You must be aware that we 
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cannot suffer our premises to remain empty, and that if we cannot get work-people 
belonging to the town, we must obtain them from other places; but we had much rather 
employ those among·whom we live, with whom we wish to be on the best terms, and to 
whom we have addressed these explanations, in the firm conviction that the acceptance of 
our proposals will be mutually beneficial, and that we shall have been privileged to conduce 
in no slight degree, towards the social, moral, physical and economical advancement of the 
honest and industrious artizans of the borough of Northampton'. 
Several points in the appeal require explanation. It was usual for shoemakers in the past 

to provide their own 'grindery' (i.e. materials such as wax, thread and rivets, which are used in 
making shoes), hence the provision of a grindery shop on the premises. Outwork shoemakers 
traditionally liked to work in groups, thus, Isaac, Campbell & Co. were prepared to allow twelve 

· men to work together as a team, one man to be chosen as an overseer and paid for his responsi
bilities. The intention to segregate men and women on the premises was in accordance with good 
practice of the period. The permission given to parent-employees to bring their children as 
apprentices was calculated to appease many shoemakers. Before the introduction of closing
machines, much of the closing at Northampton had been performed by boys and girls. These 
children were unable to compete with the machines, and most of them soon lost their jobs. This 
contingency had been foreseen in 1857 by the shoemakers, many of whom resented the loss of 
child earnings as a supplement to their own wages.13 

The wages of Northampton shoemakers at this period were based on piece-work rates,14 

and Isaac, Camp bell & Co. did not propose to make any alteration in this· system. It will also be 
noticed that provision was made for the wives of employees to take work home. 1,760 and 2,010 
women were recorded at Northampton as "shoemakers' wives" in the census returns for 1851 
and 1861 respectively, which indicates that it was usual for married shoemakers to receive some 
degree of assistance from their wives.15 

The Northampton Mercury, which printed the text of Isaac, Campbell & Co.'s appeal in 
its issue of 28 May 1859, had nothing but praise for the arrangements proposed by the firm. In 
particular it welcomed the concentration of the shoemaking processes on the premises of the 
employer. 'In the case of the shoemaker the advantage of separating the home from the workshop 
is peculiarly obvious, because ... the effluvium of leather and other materials of manufacture is 
not particularly desirable either for eating or sleeping in. The home of the shoemaker, in fact, 
where as in a very large number of cases, the dwelling place and the working place are the same, 
is not a home. It cannot be kept strictly clean and orderly, and the inability discourages the habit 
of cleanliness and orderliness, and a train of evils follows too obvious and too often before our 
eyes to require to be detailed'. The Mercury concluded by commending 'this address of Messrs. 
Isaac, Camp bell & Co. to the careful consideration of the operatives of our town, joining in the 
conviction that their social, moral, physical and economical advancement is materially dependant 
upon the conclusion at which they shall arrive'. 

The executive of the Mutual Protection Society, however, was still implacably opposed to 
the introduction at Northampton of anything which resembled the factory system. Smarting 
under the defeat of the strike, it addressed a manifesto to the shoemakers which contained the 
following references to the arrangements proposed by Isaac, Camp bell & Co.16 :-

'We beseech you, then, Shopmates, not to abandon your principles of unity, nor 
your efforts thereby to emancipate yourselves from slavery and your coming degradation. 
For we think that you cannot read over that plausible and honeyed placard issued by 

13 The shoemakers also reasoned that they would 
have to face competition in the labour market from 
the older children, hence their fears that the intro
duction of closing machines would cause unemploy
ment and a reduction in wages. 

For the employment of children on shoe-closing 
at Northampton, see Victor A. Hatley, The St. Giles' 
Shoe School, (Northampton) 1966. (Northampton 
Historical Series, No. 4). 

14 Demands by the shoemakers for an increase in 
the piece rates brought about strikes in 1839 and 
1852 (Northampton Mercury, 20 & 27 July 1839; 4, 
11, 18 & 25 Dec. 1852). 

15 Published census returns, 1851 & 1861. 
16 I have been unable to trace a contemporary copy 

of this manifesto, but its text was reprinted in the 
Northampton Daily Echo, 30 Oct. 1929. 



58 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

Isaac & Co. on their darling system of factory-working, without seeing the deep and 
deadly cunning of "Will you walk into my parlour says the spider to the fly" forcibly 
illustrated. 

Shopmates! Once within the infernal walls, once the damnable system is estab
lished, and your social degradation is secured for another generation, and you will leave 
your poor ·offspring a legacy for which they will curse your memory; and you will place 
them (your children) so firmly in the grip of the employers that it will require almost 
superhuman effort to extricate them from their degrading thraldom, and raise them in 
the social scale. 

What body of men we ask is in a better position now (under their present system) 
to benefit themselves and permanently, too, by unity and co-operation? What can possibly 
prevent you by these means from raising yourselves to an humble independence and to 
respectability? But once under their thumb, and your prospects, socially and politically, 
~re blasted for years to come. 

By all -that is sacred, then, we entreat you to arouse yourselves from indifference at 
this, the most critical period of your history; don't allow yourselves to be dispirited by 
your recent apparent defeat, for your employers have not defeated you; you must repeat it, 
and truthfully too, you have defeated yourselves. Your employers cannot defeat you; it 
is not in their power; their favourite maxim is "Money will do everything". 

We deny it. Money without labour will do nothing, and they cannot keep open 
their establishments without your labour and consumption; but you can do without their 
establishments and are much better outside of them, though you may work for them. 
Don't let the sweet tones of the wily Israelite [presumably Samuel Isaac] beguile you. 
"There is death in the pot". Money! Money! Money! is his Molech, and he will sacrifice 
you and yours to his darling idol and his contemporaries will do likewise. 

The small tradesman must suffer fearfully from his grovelling scheme. His "Grindery 
shop is on the premises"; he had better get a cook shop and lodging-house, too, and then 
the great premises on which he has laid out so much gold may be profitable indeed, for if 
you will not tread his sanctuary "he will get it filled with workpeople from elsewhere". 
Where from, we ask? 

SHOP MATES! The signs of the times are ominous; you are in danger; 1ook to 
your union [i.e. the Mutual Protection Society]; look to your societies; look forward to 
and prepare for your forthcoming delegate meeting, and let this partial defeat prove a 
stimulus to prompt you to energetic action; let the important lessons you have learned 
guide your future steps; and above all, Shopmates, remember this-your employers did 
not defeat you'. 
Obviously the executive of the Mutual Protection Society did not trust Isaac, Camp bell 

& Co.! The reference in the manifesto (third paragraph) to the blasting of political prospects is 
indicative of a feature in local electioneering. Shoemakers who held the franchise in early and 
mid-19th century Northampton, but who did not vote according to the wishes of their employers, 
were liable to find themselves out of a jobY Thus it could be argued that if they were made to 
work in factories they would be even more open to intimidation thanjf they continued to work 
at home. When in 1868 Charles Bradlaugh, the celebrated freethinker and Radical politician, 
contested Northampton for the first time, he was careful to make known that he would not be 
canvassing industrial premises, 'believing that these visits should not be allowed to become 
means of intimidation, and in order to avoid any reason for bad feeling between employers and 
employed'.18 

17 For the political intimidation of shoemakers at 
Northampton, see Victor A. Hatley, "Some Aspects 
of Northampton's History, 1815-51 ", loc. cit. 248-9. 

18 Handbill dated 27 Oct. 1868 (Northampton 
Public Library). Bradlaugh, whose opinions on reli
gion and politics scandalised many influential Liberals 
in Northampton, was opposing Lord Henley, a right
wing Liberal who had represented the town in 

Parliament since 1859. 
Although most of the shoemakers worked at home, 

certain classes of shoe-workers were employed on the 
premises of the manufacturers (e.g. the clickers, who 
cut out the upper sections of the shoe from the skin 
and who also supervised the 'work-out' departments, 
and the rough stuff men, who cut out the bottom 
leather)-
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Notwithstanding their appeal of May 1859, Isaac, Campbell & Co. did not establish 
themselves permanently in Northampton; perhaps they were unable to recruit a labour force 
amenable to their system of indoor production. Early in 1861 the premises in Campbell Square 
were taken over by Turner Brothers, Hyde & Co., a firm which developed a large export trade.19 
Samuel Isaac, however, remained a prominent figure in Northampton during the early 1860's. 
In 1862 he announced that he would contest the town as a Radical-Liberal at the next General 
Election; his gift to Northampton in 1863 of a large and highly-ornamented cast-iron fountain, 
which, until its unfortunate destruction in 1962, stood in the middle of the Market Square, was 
interpreted by his political opponents as a bribe to the electorate.20 Isaac's candidature came to 
nothing, and he played no part at Northampton in the General Election of 1865. 

* * * * * 
The dislocation caused by the strike of 1859 did not have a permanent effect on shoe 

manufacturing at Northampton. The industry continued to grow rapidly throughout the 1860's; 
by 1871 there were 4,641 adult male shoemakers living in the town, 43o/0 of the adult male popu
lation.21 The figures in 1861 had been 3,426 and 38°/0 respectively. 

Closing machines were quickly adopted by the industry; in 1865 it was said that there were 
1,500 of them in Northampton.22 Much of the closing was undertaken by masters who operated 
on a small scale, and who employed young women to work the machines. Rooms equipped for 
machine-dosing were often attached to the rear of terraced dwelling-houses, and these rooms, 
now converted to other purposes, are still a feature in some of the districts of Northampton which 
were developed between 1860 and 1900. 

The introduction of machinery in most of the other branches of shoe manufacturing at 
Northampton was, however, gradual, and so was the introduction of the factory system. In 1886 
the Boot and Shoe Trades Journal commented that 'much of the labour-saving machinery so 
common in Leicester seems to be little used here [in Northampton]. There appears to be a dislike 
to taking up new inventions, or, at any rate, to be the first to do so, and thus several eminently 
useful machines have never yet been introduced to the town'.23 Bearing in mind the troubles of 
1857-59, it is ironical that trade union pressure was responsible for the agreement in 1894 whereby 
the Northampton manufacturers accommodated all the shoemaking processes, except closing, on 
their premises. 24 

Anybody who thinks that industrial premises must, of necessity, be ugly should visit 
Campbell Square, Northampton, and look at the two buildings which have been the subject of 
this article. A good time to view them is the late afternoon on a bright day in early autumn, 
because the facades will then be illuminated by gentle sunlight. The Manfield building is particu
larly striking under such conditions, the peeling stucco on the tower revealing an underlying 
surface of warm pink brick. Very likely the observer will find it hard to believe that this was the 
building which in 1857 caused so much dismay among the shoemakers of Northampton, who 
feared that 'it was to be a factory, and that the operatives were to be confined within its walls, 
and that machinery was to be used there'. 

19 Isaac, Campbell & Co. owned the premises on 
Campbell Square until1872 (Northampton Improve
ment Commissioners, Ratebooks). There may have 
been a business connection during the 1860's between 
Turner Brothers, Hyde & Co. and Isaac, Campbell 
&Co. 

20 E.g. Northampton Mercury, 14 Nov. 1863. 

VICTOR A. HATLEY. 

21 Printed census returns, 1871. 
22 Northampton Mercury, 1 Apr. 1865. 
23 Boot and Shoe Trades Journal, 23 Oct. 1886. 
24 Victoria History of the County of Northampton, 

Vol. 2 (1906), 329-30; Alan Fox, A History of the 
National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives, 1958, 
203-4. 
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Some of tile Trt1tles 1111tl Trt1tler Memllers of 

THE NORTHAMPTON CHAMBER OF TRADE 

BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS 
W. Mark & Co. (1935) Ltd. 

'Phone 

(Established 1745) - - 27 The Drapery - 39400 

BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 
W. E. Cockerill & Sons Ltd. 7 Milton Street 33429 

BUILDING SOCIETIES 
Northampton & Midlands 

Building Society 60 Gold Street- - 37422 
Northampton Town & 

County Building Society 85 Abington Street 34800 

BUTCHERS 
G. J. Douglas - -

CHEMISTS 

12 Abington Square 39208 

Philadelphus Jeyes 
& Co. Ltd. - - 6 The Drapery 34335 

CHINA STORES 
Church's China Stores - If The Parade 38082 

CONFECTIONERS 
J. Lawrence & Co. - St. Giles Street 37939 
DEPARTMENTAL STORES 
Northampton Co-operative 

Society Ltd. - - - 64 Abington Street 34866 

DRAPERS 
Rose's Drapery 

Warehouse Ltd. 65 Abington Street 38755 

FIREPLACE MANUFACTURERS 
A. Bell & Co. Ltd. Kingsthorpe Works 37501 

FRUIT, VEGETABLES, GROCERY & 
FROZEN FOODS 

Gordons - - - - 58 St. Giles Street 36343 

HOUSE FURNISHERS 
Franklins of Northampton 

Ltd. - - - - - · 47 St. Gi/es Street 38025 
39566 Hamp & Sons Ltd. - - 32 Sheep Street -

Hemmings Brothers 
(Northampton) Ltd. -

Jeffery Sons & Co. Ltd. -
Phillips's 

26 Abington Square 32334 
Gold Street 39351 
IS Abington Street 37446 

A. Watts & Sons Ltd. - 80 Abington Street 38212 

'Phone 
MEN'S & BOYS' OUTFITTERS 
Berrills - 20-22 Abington Sq. 38973 

MOTOR ENGINEERS 
Beard & Son 

(Motor Engineers) Ltd. 38 Abington Avenue 35455 

NEWSAGENTS & TOBACCONISTS 
Sidney Childs - 332 Wel/ingboro' Rd. 37986 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT & TYPEWRITERS 
Bransons (Northants) - 34 St. Giles Street 36708 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Eric Ager, A.R.P.S., A.f.I.P. 

H. <:ooper & Son -

PRINTERS 
Guildhall Press 

I 0 St. Giles Street f 38929 
"l35981 

8 George Row - 36849 

(Northampton) Ltd. - St. Katherine's St. 37734 
J. Stevenson Holt- - - 20 New/and - - 36747 
Mercury Press (Northamp-

ton Mercury Co. Ltd.) The Parade 34777 
Xpress Printers Ltd. - - 20 Bearward Street 38703 

RADI 0 & TELEVISI 0 N 
County Radio Co. 24 St. Leonard's Rd. 61946 
F. A. Geode Ltd. - - - 5 Towcester Road- 61201 

30 Kingsley Park Ter. 39139 
lOa Harborough Rd. 38247 

REMOVAL & STORAGE CONTRACTORS 
Hamp & Sons Ltd. 32 Sheep Street - 39566 

RESTAURANTS 
Wedgwood Restaurant - Abington Street - 37837 

RUBBER & SPORTS GOODS 
Allinson's Rubber Co. Ltd. 43 St. Giles Street 35487 

SADDLERY & LEATHER GOODS 
W. Duke & Son - - 19 & 21 Bridge Street 37806 

SCRAP METAL MERCHANTS 
F. C. Larkinson 

(Northants) Ltd. Old Towcester Road 62228 

SOAPS, COSMETICS & DETERGENTS 
The Northampton & County 

INSURANCE 
Motorway Insurance 

(Brokers) Ltd. - - IS Wood Street _ 35000 Association for the Blind Gray Street 38135 

JEWELLERS 
Gold Street Jewellers 

LADIES' OUTFITTERS 
Dust Northampton Ltd. -
Josephine - - -
Josephine (Gowns) Ltd. -

IS Gold Street 35660 

18 St. Giles Street 36008 
6-8 St. Giles Street 37748 
80 High Street, Rushden 

Rushden 2732 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 
Wiggins & Co. Ltd. - - 6 Abington Street 36258/9 

Towcester 423 
Wel/ingboro' 2/36 

WATCHMAKERS & JEWELLERS 
E. Brugger - - - - - 8 Abington Square 34367 
A. E. Prouse & Son - - 64 St. Giles Street 39484 
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NEW LIGHT ON NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NONCONFORMIST HISTORY 

RECENT work on the records of the Nonconformist church at Kimbolton, Hunts., and on those of 
the Bedfordshire ones at Carlton, Southill and Stevington shows that they had a number of close 
relationships with Northamptonshire Nonconformity. It is convenient to gather together in this 

- article some account of these Huntingdonshire and Bedfordshire connections in the years up to 
1760 and then to conclude with some later connections. 

In 1871 Norman Glass (The Early History of the Independent Church at Rothwell, alias 
Rowel!) drew attention to the influence of that church on the development of Nonconformity in 
Kimbolton and stated that between October 1691 and January 1693 fourteen meetings of the 
Rothwell church were held at Kimbolton. In Northamptonshire and The Modern Question, A 
Turning-Point in Eighteenth-Century Dissent1 Geoffrey F. Nuttall mentioned the Kimbolton 
church and referred to its famous eighteenth century pastor Lewis Wayman. 

The recent completion of a transcript of the Kimbolton Church Book for the years from 
1692-17 642 shows that the closeness of the Kimbolton church to Northamptonshire Non conformity 
was not limited to the Rothwell church, which, as the parent church of the Kimbolton church, is 
mentioned frequently. The first few pages of the Kimbolton Church Book are concerned with 
the formation of the Kimbolton church as a separate church, 45 men and 53 women being 
dismissed from the Rothwell church for this purpose. Other Northamptonshire Independent 
churches are mentioned in the Kimbolton Church Book, e.g.· Flore, Higham Ferrers, Kettering, 
Oundle, Peterborough, Ringstead, Thorpe Waterville and Wellingborough. 

The connection of Kimbolton with W ellingborough began as early as 1693 when an elder 
of Welling borough Independent church was present to give the Kimbolton church officers _ the 
right hand of fellowship. A few months later the Welling borough church was invited to join the 
Rothwell church in sending representatives to Kimbolton for the setting apart of Brother Rowlatt 
as pastor and in 1697 representatives of the Rothwell and Wellingborough churches were present 
at the ordination of Kimbolton's second pastor. 

An entry of 2 January 1714/15 in the Kimbolton Church Book throws light on some early 
differences between the Rothwell church and another of its daughter churches, Wellingborough: 

The Church agreed to send brother Livett and Custance to Rowell with a design 
to assist in makeing up the defference between brother Betson and brother Maurice3 about 
Mr. Maurice his leaving Olney abruptly, and also to se [sic] the order of the church at 
Row ell in the setting apart to the pastorali office Mr. Maurice, and to give the church 
the right hand of fellowship, which was done accordingly January 6th 1714/15 and the 
difference between Mr. Betson and Maurice were effectually made up, and reconsiliation 
declared on both sides. 

An entry of 15 January 1717/18 in the Kimbolton Church Book shows how that 
church was oriented towards Northamptonshire Nonconformity rather than to that of its own 
county or of Bedfordshire: 

1 The Journal of Theological Studies. N.S. Vol. XVI, 
Part 1, 1965. 

2 Typescript transcript, by H. G. Tibbutt, of the 
Kimbolton First Church Book; copies in the County 
Record Offices of Hunts. and Beds.: the Kimbolton 
First Church Book is in the County Record Office, 

Huntingdon. The Kimbolton church later became a 
Union one, then a Baptist one and has recently ceased 
to exist. 

3 Robert Betson of Wellingborough and Matthias 
Maurice of Rothwell. 
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At our Church Meeting messengers from Row ell Church, Mr. Maurice. Kettering, 
Brother Arnold and John Beall. W ellingborough, Mr. Bets on and Brother Mee. Higham 
Ferrers, Mr. Davis and Brother Edey. Ringstead, Mr. Curtis and John Browning and 
William Bellamy.· Thorp Waterfield and Bridgstock, [no names], Floar, Mr. Perry imd 
Mr. Wills, which saw our order in setting apart our beloved brother Wayman to the office 
of pastor over us, and declared their satisfaction. 

In June 1731 a dispute between the Kimbolton church and the one at Keysoe Brook End, 
Beds., was adjudicated on at Kimbolton by representatives of the churches of Oundle, Ringstead, 
Rothwell and Wellingborough, as well as by those of three other churches. The Kimbolton 
church not only received the representatives of Northamptonshire Independent churches but it 
also sent messengers to those churches. It has already been seen how Kimbolton sent repre
sentatives to Rothwell for the settlement of Matthias Maurice as pastor. In June 1714 Kimbolton 
sent five representatives to .Ringstead 'at their embodying in church fellowshipe' and to Higham 
Ferrers in 1717 for the settlement services there of Mr. Davis. 

When the Ringstead Independent Meeting House was destroyed by fire in 1762 the 
Kimbolton church was among those giving tangible aid, as an entry in the Kimbolton Church_ 
Book shows: 

Lord's Day, October 19th, 1762, a letter was read before the Church and assembly, 
from the church of Christ at Ringsted, desiring our assistance under the loss of their 
meeting house by fire, which loss was said to amount to £120. A collection was made 
from house to house amongst our principal friends, and publickly the next Lord's Day, 
werein [sic] was collected for them three pounds, fifteen shillings, one peny, which was 
delivered to their messingers the Lord's Day after. 

For a number of years the churches associated with the Rothwell church are usually found 
acting together. Thus when in April 1694 the Bedfordshire Independent church at Carlton (a 
break-away from the Independent church at Stevington, Beds., which was just changing into a 
Particular Baptist one) invited messengers from other churches to visit Carlton and discuss their 
differences with the Stevington church, representatives from the Independent churches at Roth
well and Wellingborough in Northamptonshire were invited together with representatives from 
Kimbolton and Bedford. At a further meeting at Carlton in August 1695 the Rothwell and 
Willingham (Cambs.) churches were represented, with delegates from the churches at Kimbolton, 
the three Bedfordshire churches of Stevington, Goldington and Bedford, and the Buckingham
shire one of Newport Pagnell.4 

The Independent church at Southill, Beds., was founded in 1693 and consisted originally 
of the Rothwell church members from the Bedford area. When this Bedfordshire church was 
separated in 1693 representatives of the Rothwell, W ellingborough and Kimbolton churches were 
present as well as ones from Needingworth, Hunts., and Hertford. Unlike Rothwell's other 
daughter churches the Southill one did not continue its relationships with the mother church 
but looked more to eastern Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire. Thomas Killingworth of the Rothwell 
church became the first pastor of Southill however. 5 

Dissenting churches often drew their members from wide areas often without regard to 
county boundaries. This was one of the criticisms levelled against Richard Davis of Rothwell 
whose church had members in Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire as well as in Northamptonshire. 
Rothwell, however, was not unique in this. A list of the earliest members of Stevington Chapel, 
Beds., shows that in the late 17th century, in addition to members from Bedfordshire there were 
members from Wollaston, Brafield-on-the-Green, Hackleton, Bozeat and Horton in Northamp
tonshire. An entry of 9 December 1680 in the Stevington Church Book reads: 

4 Typescript transcript, by the late Rev. F. W. P. 
Harris, of the First Church Book of Carlton: copy 
of the transcript, with the original Church Book, in 
the possession of the Carlton church which is now 
Strict Baptist. 

5 Typescript transcript, by H. G. Tibbutt, of the 
First Church Book of Southill: copy of the transcript, 
with the original Church Book, in the possession of 
the Southill church which is now Strict Baptist: copy 
of typescript also in County Record Office, Bedford. 
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It was agreed that our friends in fellowship with us should be visited (who dwell 
at a distance from us) by visitors appointed, once in' a quarter of a yeare. Accordingly 
brother Bull and .brother Negus were appointed to goe to Rusden and to Woolliston, and 
brother Alien and some other brother with him for a companion, to goe to Stoake, Horton, 
Hacckleton and Northampton. 
Between 1689 and 1707 the Stevington church had meetings at 'brother Austin Tayler's 

house in Hardingstone Cotton End', at Caldecote, at Slapton and at Bozeat (at brother Page's 
house), while members came from other places in Northamptonshire, e.g. Towcester.6 

The Northamptonshire Baptist Association was founded in 1764 and was thus later in 
origin than the 18th century Northamptonshire Association of Independent churches the minutes 

· of which survive and among the members of which were the Independent ministers of Bunyan's 
church at Bedford, and John Howard's church at Bedford.7 Among the founder-members of the 
Northamptonshire Baptist Association were four ministers from Bedfordshire: Thomas Hull of 
Carlton, J oseph Clayton of Stevington, William Coles of Maulden/ Ampthill and William Dickens 
of Keysoe but only the Carlton church joined the Northamptonshire Association in 1767, but 
withdrew in 1793. Thorn, Beds., joined in 1787 and Luton, Beds. in 1805.8 

The yearly letters written by member churches to the Northamptonshire Baptist Asso
ciation are in the possession of the Association with the exception of one large bound volume 
which is in the Bunyan Museum Library at Bedford. This volume contains the manuscript letters 
of four Bedfordshire churches, three Buckinghamshire ones, one Cambridgeshire one, three 
Derbyshire ones and the Hertfordshire one of St. Albans: these letters are indicative of the wide 
area covered by the Northamptonshire Association in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. 

Last in this brief account of some of the relations of Bedfordshire Nonconformity with 
that in Northamptonshire may be given some extracts from the manuscript diaries of Joshua 
Symonds, min1ster of Bunyan Meeting, Bedford in 1766-88.9 

19 March 1776. I proceeded to Northampton, had an opportunity of much 
improving conversation with Messrs. Rylands; heard Mr. Horsey preach at the Inde
pendent Meeting, a solid, judicious discourse from Psalm 25, 11. He is truly evangeli~al. 

20 March 1776. Many children attend at this Meeting which is now enlarged and 
rebuilt, but not quite finished. The boys are under the care of ·Messrs. Ryland, the girls 
are under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Trinder. · 

Olney Association, May 28-30, 1776.10 46 ministers present. Tuesday evening 
Mr. Sutcliff opened the meeting with prayer, wherein he was exceedingly earnest, lively 
and fervent, suitable to the occasion. While the letters were reading I was taken with a 
fainting disposition, but did not actually sink away, however was obliged to lie down, first 
in the vestry, afterwards on a bed at Mr. Ashburner's and so revived; therefore I heard 
but little of the Letters. I find Mr. Ryland, junior, concluded in prayer. Wednesday 
Morning Messrs. Button, Coles, Pike and Pilly engaged in prayer, but having had a 
restless night I was in time to hear only the last. Half after ten the Public Meeting began. 
Mr. Sutcliff read the hymns, Mr. Guy prayed first, with astonishing earnestness and 

6 Typescript transcript_, by H. G. Tibbutt, of the 
First Church Book of Stevington: copy of the trans
script, with the original Church Book, in the possession 
of the County Record Office, Bedford. See also H. G. 
Tibbutt Stevington Baptist Meeting, 1655-1955. 
(1955). 

7 The Rev. C. Gordon Bolam, Editor of the 
Transactions of the Uuitarian Historical Society, is 
working on the minutes of the 18th century North
amptonshire Independent Association. 

8 T. S. H. Elwyn The Northamptonshire Baptist 
Association (1964) in printing the first Circular Letter 
of the Association failed to point out that of the 

twelve ministers who signed it these four were Bed
fordshire ones. He also r-epeats the story that Rushden 
Baptist Church can trace its beginning to the in
fluence of John Bunyan and his successors, and to 
the church at Stevington-there is no evidence for 
this. 

9 Typescript transcripts of the diaries made by 
H. G. Tibbutt. Diaries for 1776 and 1779 in the 
possession in 1952 of Symonds' descendant, P.Olof 
E. Wallin, Floragatan, 14, Stockholm, Sweden. 

10 i.e. the 1776 Annual Meeting of the Northamp
tonshire Baptist Association. 
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power. Mr. Evans preached a very serious and suitable discourse from Psalm 80, 19. Mr. 
Gill prayed next, Mr. Ryland, senior, preached an admirable sermon from Romans 3, 27. 
Mr. Hull concluded with prayer. Evening Mr. Morton and Mr. Smith prayed. Mr. Hall 
preached well from Revelation 3, 22. Thursday Morning Mr. Fuller and Mr. Coles prayed, 
but I set out home. Several spoke their experiences. In the afternoon I find Mr. Duns
combe preached. Messrs. Ayres and Ferdie prayed. Some of the ministers staid that night 
also and heard Mr. Newton in the evening preach at his own Church. I longed to have 
stayed but was engaged to come home.11 

25 May 1779. Northampton Association. Last Night I heard the Letters from 
the Churches: that from Arnsby was very agreeable. This morning I engaged in prayer, 
and several more. Before breakfast Mr. Gill preached an evangelical Discourse from 
1 Timothy 1, 15. Mr. Hall from Isaiah 57, 14. In the Evening Mr. Fuller preached from 
Hebrews 3, 12. I am sorry not one of them addressed unconverted sinners. Thursday 
Morning I was present at the Experience Meeting when they most of them gave a mournful 
account that they were very low. I approved most of Messrs. Ryland's and Sutcliff's. 

H. GORDON TIBBUTT. 

11 Some of the ministers involved were Bedford
shire ones: Coles, pastor of Maulden, Beds., Pike, 
pastor of Ridgmont, Beds., Pilly, pastor of Luton, 

Beds., and Hull, pastor of Carlton, Beds. The 
Newton was the celebrated John Newton, the 
Evangelical curate of Olney. 

A STUFFED GOOSE INTO THE BARGAIN! 

From a lease by Sackville, Earl of Than et to Thomas Read, made 2 November, 1764:-
"AND ALSO the Cuts of Twelve Mens Mowing of Hay Grass in Purston Mead for 

which he the Said Thomas Read is on the Day of the Measuring out the Said Cuts to deliver in 
the said Meadow annually One Roasted Goose stuff'd with Garlick to be Eaten there according 
to an Ancient Custom". 

N.~.O., C(A) 1658. 



THE OAKS OF MODERN 

ENGLAND 
~on Spinney 

IT was felt on reading the short note 
in the 1965/66 issue of Northampton
shire Past and Present on 'The Oaks of 
Old England', that some readers might 
be interested to learn of the present 
day make up of one particular remain
ing section of the old Rockingham 
Forest-namely Geddington Chase. 

Perhaps it would be advisable to 
recall that in the early part of the 13th 
century Rockingham Forest joined 
with the neighbouring Forests of 
Salcey and Whittlewood to form one 
of the most compact forest areas of the 
country at that time, and Rockingham 
Forest itself extended from theW elland 

LARGEST OAK LEFT 
IN AREA, BUTT 
CIRCUMFERENCE 

to the Nene valleys. By the end of the 
16th century, however, after a rather extensive spell of disafforestation in the 14th century, only 
three main areas remained at Rockingham, Brigstock and King's Cliffe. What remains now of 
the old Rockingham Forest is largely under the direct control of the Forestry Commission, they 
being responsible for something like 6,500 acres. Geddington Chase, covering an area of 670 acres, 
forms part of approximately 2,000 acres of woodland owned privately by the same family for several 
centuries. Few of the very old oaks are left, but two in particular are of some significance. One on 
the outskirts of Boughton Wood, which adjoins Geddington Chase (this may well be the Bowght
wood referred to in 'The Oaks of Old England'), carries a girth of 19' 4" at breast height, whilst 
the other, on the south side of the Chase itself, carries a breast height girth of 13' 6". 

In early times, apart from being a source of fuel, such forests were probably looked upon 
mainly as important hunting areas, and it is of interest to note that many of the rides in Geddington 
Chase are directed towards the various churches in the district, which could well have served as 
guides to those returning from hunting after darkness had fallen. Some maps show these rides 
to have quite intriguing names: Ash Hollow Riding, Duchess of York's Riding, King's Riding, 
Burnt Riding, Steeple Riding, together with those of Oakley, Stanion and Geddington, the 
Churches to which they point. 

Controlled by many factors, not the least of which are economic, the appearance of the 
forest is continually changing, and new species have found their way amongst what was principally 
oak standards over hazel and ash coppice. Oak, with its long rotation of 150 years or more, is not 
now considered an economic crop, and so conifers like larch, pine and spruce, with a much earlier 
maturing age of 70 - 80 years, are introduced in order to provide some intermediate return. Ash, 
beech, sycamore and hornbeam are some of the other hardwood species to be found, but all of 
these, except the ash, suffer repeatedly from the attentions of the grey squirrel. 

The demands of two world wars, in quick succession, have left their mark on these old 
and historic woodland areas, and many problems are encountered in efforts at perpetuation. Almost 
certainly the day will not return when one might climb a tree at 'Oxenhawe Corner' and continue 
from tree to tree to 'Steyne Oak' as did the old shepherd Barre so many centuries ago. A. B. 

19' 4" 
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Some of the Trades and Trader Members of the 

KETTERING CHAMBER OF TRADE & COMMERCE 
'Phone 'Phone 

BAKERS LADIES' OUTFITT_ERS 
A. H. Payne & Sons Ltd.- 141 Bath Road - 2776 
Theobalds Bakery Ltd. - 59 Hawthorn Road 2969 

BLANKET REPAIRS 
Stocks Electric Ltd. - 90 Wellington Street 5700 

BUILDERS' MERCHANTS 
Clarke & Hobbs Ltd. Station Road - - 3146 
Ellis & Everard Ltd. - 36 Rockingham Road 2251 
H. P. Hedge Ltd. Lower Street - - 4861 

CONTINENTAL STORES 
Edmund's -

COACH TOURS 
4 Montagu Street - 3230 

Shelton & Orsborn - London Road, Wollaston 310 

CYCLE & MOTOR ENGINEERS 
C. E. Kendall 194 London Road - 4068 

DRAPERS & 0 UTFITTERS 
Chalkleys (Kettering) Ltd. 7-8 Silver Street - 3959 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Kingsthorpe Supplies Ltd. 49 Russe/1 Street - 5633 

DUPLICATING SERVICE 
Secretarial Services 

(Kettering) Ltd. - Market Place- 3514 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
Grensells Ltd. -

FABRICS 
Mcllroy Fabrics -
J. Tuckley -

FISH CATERERS 
Andrews (Mrs. Gibson) -
E. W. Hill-

FISHMONGER 
B. H. Miles -4 
FRUITERERS 
Geo. Bird (Fruiterers) Ltd. 

GARAGES 
Grady Bros. 

(Kettering) Ltd. -
H. A. Saunders 

(Wardle Bros. Ltd.) 

HAIRDRESSERS 
D. L. Abbott 
Margaret Elmore 
R. Curtis -
Michael 
Frank Page Ltd. 
G. F. Pettifer -
Joan Spurr-

HOUSE FURNISHERS 
F. L. Caswell Ltd. 
Haddens 
Learner & Woodward Ltd.
F. A. Watts & Co. Ltd. -

JEWELLERS 
A. A. Thornton 

41 Northal/ Street- 2605 

Gold Street - 2686 
74 High Street 3848 

32 Linden Avenue - 3174 
50 Barnwe/1 Street 3255 

14 Horsemarket - 3083 

2 Montagu Street - 2379 

Britannia Road 3098 

Stamford Road - 4681 

13 Horsemarket - 3244 
19 London Road 3515 
14 Montagu Street 3653 
Cornwall Road - 4404 
12a Market Place - 3258 
50 Rockingham Road 2873 
4 High Street - 4096 

BI .Montagu Street 2061 
Dalkeith Place 3347 
58 Rockingham Road 5593 
29 Gold Street - 2438 

Market Street 3014 

Gardner's - I Meadow Road -

LADIES' & GENTS.' OUTFITTERS 
S. Lee (Kettering) Ltd. - I High Street 

LANDSCAPE GARDENERS 
Robert Edgar - London Road -

MEN'S OUTFITTERS 
J. & M. Merkel - 28 Gold Street 

MOTOR FACTORS 
Motor Replacements Ltd. Sa Lindsay Street 
Kettering Tyres Ltd. St. Michael's Road 

NEWSAGENTS 
H. G. Brace & Son Ltd. - 99 Montagu Street 

PHOTOGRAPHY & ART 
Wint-e-rhalders Ltd. - 12 Montagu Street 

PICTURES & FRAMES 
F. L. Dinsdale - 3 Horsemarket 

PROVISIONS 
T. A. Cobley & Son - 7 Dalkeith Place 
W. B. Wright 

-
(Provisions) Ltd. - Windmill Avenue -

PRINTERS 
Dalkeith Press Limited 21-26 Dalkeith Place 
R. Dickenson - 11 Queen Street -
REMOVALS 
Pink & Jones Ltd. 53 Ford Street 
SEWING MACHINES 
Sewing Machine Shop 19 New/and Street 

SHOE RETAILERS 
Nanette Ltd. 62 High Street -

2891 

5006 

3343 

2744 

4651 
4573 

2010 

2704 

3046 

3080 

4981 

2574 
3229 

2019 

4993 

2667 
M. Thomson 6a Hampden Crescent 4208 

SPORTS OUTFITTERS 
Sports & Rubber Stores Ltd. 60 High Street 2559 

STATIONERS 
J. C. Bond Ltd. - 26 High Street 3051 
Day's Stationery Stores Ltd. 4 Gold Street- 2065 

TELEVISI 0 N & ELECTRICAL 
Battery Services 

(Kettering) Ltd. - 18 Montagu Street 2393 
Hedley Miller Ltd. - 13 Silver Street 2909 
Thompson & Barlow 

(Electrical) Ltd. West Street - 4009 

WALLPAPER & PAINT 
Gayhomes Ltd.- 3 Piccadilly Buildings 3181 

WHOLESALE TOBACCONIST 
John Bates & Son /3-15 Stamford Road 2893 

WINE & SPIRITS MERCHANTS 
E. B. Blackett Ltd. -

WOOL STORES 
Beehive (E. J. Moore) -
Knitwool (H. F. Wilson)-

Victoria Street - 5492 

5 High Street 3755 
27 Montagu Street 2170 



BooK REviEW 

KING CHARLES II's JESUIT SON 
by GEORGE S. H. L. WASHINGTON 

(Privately printed for the Author, Cambridge, 1966. Price 2ls.) 

67 

The author of this booklet claims to have profitably explored several of the problems in 
the career of the mysterious J ames de la Cloche, who was admitted a Jesuit novice in Rome in 
1668, aged 24-21 by his reputed father's reckoning. We congratulate Mr. Washington on being 
the first enquirer allowed to examine the disputed documents in the case preserved in the Jesuit 
Library in Rome: he was also sent photographs (reproduced) of a seal, a certificate, and a portion 
of a letter, which documents, like all the letters there purporting to be written by Charles II, are, 
as far as the author could judge, in the King's genuine handwriting. On his own admission, Mr. 
Washington is 'no skilled palaeographer'. This reviewer ventures to suggest (subject to correction 
by the P.R.O.) that Lingard, Andrew Lang, and David Ogg, who, on the internal evidence of 
errors and absurdities (which Mr. Washington holds were purposely inserted as diplomatic 
precautions), discredited the letters, would have been confirmed in their opinion by these photo
graphs: certificate and letter appear to be in different hands, neither of them Charles II's. The 
seal, accepted by the author as Charles' private seal, is hard to decipher: would not the employ
ment of an authentic seal have stultified diplomatic blinds? Mr. Washington, relying on what 
Lang rightly called La Cloche's wild Will, which names the testator's mother as Lady Maria 
Stuart of the mythical family of the Barons of St. Mars, attempts to identify the lady with Mary 
(Villiers), Duchess of Richmond (1622-1685). I can find no evidence that Mary was in France, 
where Mr ~ Washington assumes her 'affair' with the then Prince of Wales to have occurred, in 
1646-7. -

MARGARET TOYNBEE. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 
Volume m (1960-65) 

Bound in red cloth, complete with index, price to members £2.5s.Od. plus postage and packing 
5/-; to non-members £2.12s.6d. plus postage etc. 5/-. Index only available at 5/-, plus 6d. postage. 

OBTAINABLE FROM DELAPRE ABBEY, NORTHAMPTON 

FEBRUARY 1st, 1967 

Members desiring to have their own sets bound can have this done for 15/- per volume, including 
Index (return postage extra). Please post direct to CRAFTSMEN BINDERS LIMITED, Wellington 

Street, Northampton by January 14th, 1967. Please do not pay until you receive an account. 
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