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A TROUBLESOME GUARDIANSHIP IN THE 18TH CENTURY 

THE contents of a small, white linen sack in the Thornton (Brockhall) collection at the Record 
Office provide a detailed story of the guardianship of three young problem orphans who were 
born in this county. Bundles of bills and letters, read in conjunction with an account book, make 
it possible to recreate the trials and woes of the worthy trustees who, given a preview of their 
forthcoming task, might well have thought twice about assuming _so difficult a responsibility. 

It all began in February 1736, when Thomas Adams of Whilton, gentleman, died. He left 
by his wife Mary three children, Ann aged 8, Thomas the heir aged 6, and William aged 5. To 
everyone concerned in the story they were known as Nanny, Tommy and Billy. No trace of their 
mother appears in the documents, nor does she occur in the Whilton registers as dying after the 
birth of Billy or before the death of her husband, and one can only conclude that she died elsewhere 
in the interim. Certainly the guardians, Thomas Langton of Teeton, Thomas Thornton of Brock
hall and Edward Clarke of Watford, acted at all times as if they were responsible for orphans. 
The choice of these three squires proved to be an astute appointment on the part of Thomas 
Adams, for· they took their duties seriously and conscientiously. 

As soon as Adams was dead, his executors went to the house in Whilton and made an 
inventory of plate, which was found to include a silver smelling bottle, one coral and bells and a 
pair of silver spurs. The watches were reserved for the children, two rings sold to Nanny, and 
the rest of the plate taken by Mr. Mathew the lawyer to be sold later for 17 guineas. After the 
will had been read Thomas Langton undertook to administer the leasehold London houses at 
Drury Lane, Holies Street and Plumb Tree Court, and Thomas Thornton to supervise and 
collect the rents of the main Northamptonshire estate, which comprised land or houses at Long 
Buckby, Crick, West Haddon and Whilton, as well as land at Priors Hardwick (Warwicks). 
Edward Clarke had the least onerous task; he took possession of all loose money and the deeds 
of the estates. 

On the funeral day Adams was borne to his grave by his neighbours and tenants, and after 
wine costing £2.14.0 had been consumed, and the children given a shilling each, Thornton went 
home to rummage out an old vellum-bound account book, for which he charged the children 
1j6d. and in which he carefully recorded expenditure and income for the ensuing 15 years. With 
regard to income there appeared to be the rents from London and Northants, and dividends from 
South Sea Annuities, which were really Tommy's inheritance and brought him about £150 per 
-annum. Nanny had the £30 annual rent from the farmland at Priors Hardwick and poor Billy 
only the £25 annual interest from the £500 which was to be paid him out of the landed estate at 
some future date. All extraordinary expenditure, such as the purchase of apprenticeships, would 
have to be met by the sale of South Sea stocks. 

The three children remained together until 1739, boarding with Mr. and Mrs. Taylor, 
who probably lived at Long Buck by. Meanwhile a tenant was found for the Whilton house and 
all the properties were kept in good repair by the trustees. We cannot tell whether the children 
were happy, but at least they led an orderly eXistence, with pocket money, regular haircutting 
and schooling for the boys, and many purchases of clothing and fancy trimmings for all, supplied 
by Mr. Coleman. In later years Nanny tartly said that Coleman could well wait for payment of 
bills as he had had so much in the past. Certainly the children appear to have been indulged to 
excess in fripperies, and this problem came to a head in 1741 when Nanny, who had been boarding 
with Mrs. Sharman at Rugby since 1739, ran up bills which included such items as green Saxagotha 
ribbon, a paris cap and-a snow tippit. Langton wrote to Thornton that he was "sorry to learn ye 
Person with whom Nanny Adams is with att Rugby should bring in such bills as exceed ye Income 
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of her Estate-am of ye opinion it will be quite necessary to remoove her". Nanny remained, 
however, and Mrs. Sharman saw to it to charge her for every luxury in excess of board, for 
example "a lemon 1l d", "to see a sight 6d", and the girl had to buy her own "shuger, coffey, 
Green tea and Bahay tea". Even when, in 17 45, she moved back to Long Buck by to stay with 
Mr. Coleman, he presented annual bills of £15 for dressmaking luxuries, which, coupled with a 
boarding charge of £14, would have left little margin for emerg~ncies, had Thornton and Langton 
not invited her at times to their homes. 

More attention was paid to Tommy, who was regarded as the most important member of 
the trio. In 1737 he was sent to board with Mr. Horton, the master at Guilsborough "where is a 
good schooll", but by 17 43 Langton had changed his mind and advised that "if he cannot be 
sufficiently taught att Guilsborough" he should be sent to Mr. }ones the writing-master at 
Preston. Despite Tommy's lack of facility in 
writing and accounts a plan was mooted to ap
prentice him to a grocer in London, but the 
£420 fee proved prohibitive, as did the £1,500 
required to set up the boy in a business on his 
own account. Tommy had expressed the wish to 
become either a grocer or draper,probably with
out much conviction. A period of indecision and 
decline set in, when Langton even wrote to 
Thorn ton to order clothes for both Adams boys 
as they were "almost naked". Taking advantage 
of the slackness J ones the schoolmaster bor
rowed £3 from Langton in London and did not 
bother to repay it, though the Trustees had the 
last laugh and deducted it from his fee. Tommy 
was next reported as having taken to drink, and 
the miscreant sent frequent letters to Thornton 
asking for money or imploring forgiveness for 
sins he hardly dare confess. In desperation a 
place was found for him in September 17 45 
with Mr. Smith of Daventry, an attorney, who 
agreed to take him for a £150 fee. Mr. Smith 
and his family enjoyed a good, genteel reputa
tion, and doubtless the harassed guardians 
thought that they had solved the problem 
rather well. 

At precisely the same time Billy was 
staying in London with Langton. Aged about 
15 years, until then he had been boarded out 
with a varied succession of hosts and had also 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL THOMAS ADAMS (1730-64) 
from a portrait in the possession of 

Robert Elborne, Esq. 

been tutored in writing by Mr. }ones-to little effect, as Billy's letters show. In London Langton 
arranged with his neighbours, Luinley & Ray of Mark Lane, grocers, for Billy to be apprenticed 
for a seven year period at a fee of 100 guineas, and in December he entered the trade for a trial 
period. If all seemed set fair at last for the Adams orphans, such an illusion was soon to be shattered. 

Out of the blue Tommy Adams appeared at Langton's London house. "He sayes he came 
away to avoid being pressed for a soldier by ye Pretenders Army-a fine story", reported his 
plaintive guardian, and added "he has brought nothing but ye cloaths on his back-I know not 
what to do with him". It transpired that he had run away from Daventry, and refused to return. 
He talked of entering a trade and then by a complete volte-face asked to enter the Army. "I have 
represented to him the Risque he runs of being knockd on ye head these troublesome times", 
said Langton wisely but to little purpose. 

It seems that the presence of Tommy in London may have had an unsettling effect on 
Billy at the grocers in Mark Lane. Before long Langton was telling Thornton that "Will. Adams 
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proves a very wicked and bad boy ... has betrayed his trust and robbd his masters of cash att 
several times-they have been extreamly civill to him on my account and will not prosecute him 
as they might do". "Lucky not to be in Newgate" adds Langton in another letter. "He sold his 
new great coat to an old cloath man ... about the same time he also began to trade in Tea and 
I hear carryed it out of ye shop in his Pocketts and sold it to severall". The upshot was that Billy 
was removed and his employers compensated. There was talk of sending him to sea, but it was 
agreed that his health was too delicate. 

A gap in the documents causes a veil to be drawn over the next few months. We may 
perhaps infer that Billy was sent back to the Daventry district, while Tommy remained in London 
to undergo some kind of reformation, for in February 1747 he wrote to Thornton apologising for 
his conduct and asking for an heirloom watch. Langton exerted himself on Tommy's behalf and 
was able to report in April that Tommy "should go a Cadee with the first troops yt go to ye Army 
in Flanders ... he will go away in 3 or 4 dayes time and I hope well reacommended to a Collonell 
of an old Regiment". Accordingly Langton accompanied Tommy to Gravesend "and he imbark'd 
on Sunday morning ... with a very fine fair wind att West-so that doubt not he is in Holland 
before this time-he is gone to Coli. Lewis de Jean's Regiment as Cadee". Almost-immediately 
the raw recruit received his baptism of fire at the "bloody action" at Maastricht, ·from which he 
escaped "with only ye loss of his hatt, 'tho he was in ye hottest of ye Battle & much exposed". 
Thereafter the intermittent news of Tommy was extremely encouraging: he was popular with his 
Colonel and got his commission before long. He continued to serve with .his Regiment in Flanders 
and Minorca, feeling sufficiently a man of the world to deplore Billy's idleness in a letter to 
Thorn ton. 

Billy was certainly a source of great anxiety, and Nanny too could not be trusted to steer 
clear of trouble. When she reached the age of 16 in 17 44 Langton considered her grown up enough 
to ask Mr. Clarke to forward her watch and rings, but rightly changed his tune when she asked 
leave to marry Mr. Landen, an Excise man. "I think she is full young to marry ... I am very 
much surprizd and angry with her for imbarking in an affair of this Nature without my consent 
and knowledge & Mr. Thorn tons ... & yt if She marryes without our approbation I will never 
have anything more to say to her-as to ye Man (who is a stranger to me) he may be a very honest 
deserving Person, but his circumstances ought plainly to appear to us" wrote Langton to Mr. 
Coleman of Daventry. We hear no more of the affair and by 1748 Nanny had transferred her 
affections to Mr. Harris of Daventry. Her guardians offered to interview the suitor and settle her 
fortune upon her if satisfied, but for some reason she remained unwed; After this disappointment 
she removed to London and sparse letters to Thornton complain of lack of money and threaten , 
a legal suit in Chancery if Mr. Clarke does not produce her title deeds. This querulous demand 
must have created quite a stir, for it was some time before'the deeds were tracked down to the 
lumber room of the Swan Inn at Daventry. It was probably no small comfort to Thornton to be 
given some recognition for his pains, when at last in January 1750 she wrote quaintly "I beg my 
complements may be exceptid to Mrs. Thornton and all your good family I return a great mainy 

· thanks for all favours I have recived at Brockhall". 

As has been surmised Billy may have been sent back to Northamptonshire after the debacle 
at Lumley & Ray's. In 1748 a Mr. Miller of Birmingham took an interest in the boy and offered 
to place him in that town with "a sadler, a printer, a buckell maker, a button maker or a hat
maker". Billy seems to have jumped at the chance, set off immediately and wrote to Thorn ton 
that he was well and liked being a "juweller". He seems to have neglected to mention his employer 
and exact whereabouts, however, and the frantic ·guardians were hard put to it to find the boy. 
Apparently the difficulty arose over trade terminology and Billy was discovered working for Mr. 
Thomas Mander of Birmingham who was actually a 'toyman' doing a brisk trade in studs and 
buttons for shirt sleeves and solitaire buckles set with Bristol stones. There is not much doubt 
that he was a shrewd businessman. He bombarded Thornton ceaselessly with pleas and threats 
until Billy was properly apprenticed to him for a five year period on payment of £52 fee. Such a 
fee did not imply that all necessities were .found; on the contrary the trustees were continually 
sent. bills for clothing, doctoring and medicines for the sickly boy. Billy was often ill and Mander 
wrote in August 1749 hinting that he might soon die. A shaky postcript by Billy to one of Mander's 
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letters confirms this impression, and indeed Nanny believed in September that her brother was 
already dead. Unpredictable as ever, he made a recovery and felt invigorated enough to demand 
new apparel from "top to toe". Troubled by a "sadd coff " he convalesced with Thorn ton for a 
month and then returned to Mander, who was unwilling to furnish any money for the slightest 
needs of his apprentice. To be fair, he probably got little work out of the boy wJ.:l.o became ill 
again and complained "what can I do for I am lame of going so barefoot". This last cri de coeur 
in a letter was duly countersigned by Mander to underline the fact that it was the task of the 
trustees to supply all wants. In April 1750 Billy wrote "I am but in a verry poore way of health 
at this time. I have been hunder the docters hands this month. The docter advises me to drink 
some Chocolate about half a pinte in a moarning boilde up with about halfe milk . . . pray sir 
let the Chocolate come down by Mr. Miller". This costly beverage, and even asses milk, proved 
ineffectual, for Billy was dead by the beginning of November 1750. His body was taken back to 
Whilton and buried in a coffin costing £1.6.0. Mr. Mander did not neglect to forward all out
standing bills to the guardians. 

In March 1750 Tommy had announced his coming of age and that he intended to let 
Mr. Langton manage his affairs when out of England. Thornton probably heaved a sigh of relief 
and prepared to arrange a deed winding up the trust, a task made easier by the death of Billy. 
On a year's leave from Minorca and having sold the Northants estates, Tommy joined with Nanny 
in signing the General Release on February 5th, 1751. Edward Clarke, who seems to have been 
let off lightly in his trusteeship duties, was unable to attend on this occasion-he was also dead. 

The legal formality accomplished, our story proper might be said to end, but diverse 
material at the Record Office allows us to proceed a little further, and since we have now become 
acquainted with the Adams family in the folly and unhappiness of their youth we may perhaps 
stay with them in better days. It is amusing to compare Langton's warning of 1745 that "he may 
become soone ruin'd" with Tommy's actual later career. A captain in 1756, he was promoted 
to major five years later in India. 

Like any lonely soldier he wrote to Nanny from Madras in 1761 "I still continue to enjoy 
a Good state of Health, notwithstanding the Violent Heat of the Climate. Our Campaigning [the 
reduction ofPondicherry] is now over ... my half pay will amount to seven shillings and six pence 
per day, so that I shall never want ... I can't help again repeating to you my uneasiness at not 
having heard from you or anyone else since I .left England, which is now two years, for God's sake 
write to me if it is only three words, just to say you are well, surely that is not too Much trouble, 
if it is get somebody to write it for you. I want to hear the news of the Country, how are all the 
families in your neighbourhood, what alterations is there among them, who is dead, & who is 
married ... write me all these particulars as soon as you can". 

But this quiet interlude did not last long; martial glory was close at hand. A century later 
Tommy's deeds as one of the founders of British India were to merit a whole page in the Dictionary 
of National Biography and our information comes from this source. In 1762, five years after the 
battle of Plassey, he was appointed to the command of the united forces of the Crown and the 
East India Company in Bengal, where the Nawab, taking advantage of the absence of Clive in 
England and provoked by much oppression and fraud on the part of certain British officials, 
instigated atrocities which soon led to war. The forces of the Nawab numbered 40,000 men, 
including 25,000 infantry trained and disciplined on the European system, and a regiment of 
artillerymen well supplied with guns. To oppose this force Adams had under his command a small 
body of troops of less than 3,000 of whom only 850 were Europeans. His artillery was also inferior 
to that of his enemy. The campaign began in July 1763 and lasted for four months in the course 
of which Adams fought four actions including the battles of Gheriah and Andwanala, took two 
considerable forts, nearly 500 pieces of cannon and totally defeated the most powerful native army 
that up to that time had confronted us in India. The campaign over, Major Adams was compelled 
by ill-health to resign his command, and died at Calcutta in January 1764, without enjoying the 
rank of brigadier-general which was accorded him in England on receipt of the news of his victories. 
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Malleson in his book "Decisive Battles of India" described Tommy as a man who "united 
calmness and coolness in the field of battle with great decision of character & clearness of vision 
not to be surpassed. He could plan a campaign and lead an army". 

By a lucky chance two stray copies of letters survive in the Thornton collection which 
throw light on this sad turn of events. Both are addressed to Nanny, and in the first dated 24.2.1764 
J. Grant, writing from Calcutta, says " ... The Major on taking the field had made a Will which 
he destroy_ed a few days before his death intending on my arrival from Camp to make another 
but I was not so happy as to see him again .. . the Major when he quitted the· field left many 
things unsettled with the Nabob and there was no circumstance appeared to induce me to believe 
his life was in danger. Mr. Skinner having always acted as his Attorney in Calcutta is in conse
quence appointed by the Mayors Court Administrator with me to his Estate. I hope we shall 
execute that trust to your satisfaction. The Estate when all collected together will amount to 
nearly 750,000 Rupees". 

The second letter dated October 1764 is from the famous military adventurer Colonel 
Eyre Coote, temporarily in England at West Park, Hants. "Dear Maddam, I am now thoroughly 
convinced of the great affection I had for my late worthy Friend your Brother by what I feel for 
his loss, a loss to me as great as any I could possibly have experienced, and what is past my power 
to express, but alas we must all submit to Fate and bear every ill in this life with a proper resignation 
to the Divine Will. When I left India the Major gave m.e a letter of Attorney to transact all his 
affairs for him in this part of the world and as he is now no more -it is proper that we should have 
a meeting in order to inform you of everything I know relative to them, for which reason I will 
set out from this place for London Tuesday next. I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you there 
as soon as possible ... Be assurd that I am with great respect Dear Maddam yr. affect. Friend 
& very humble Servant. Eyre Coote". 

Let us hope that Nanny wrote that much desired letter to her brother, for by his death 
she became a rich woman. We know that she resided in St. J ames, Westminster and employed a 
·coachman. Before long she was visited by a fervent admirer of her brother, who had fought under 
Tommy's command throughout _the war against the Nawab and recorded the campaign in a diary. 
The gentleman was the Hon. John Monckton, third son of the first Viscount Galway. His dashing 
first-hand accounts of the battles must have made a favourable impression on Nanny, for two 
years after her brother's death, at the age of nearly 40, she married him and in due course became 
the chatelaine of Fineshade Abbey. The copy of their marriage settlement in the Monckton 
(Fineshade) collection tells us that she was possessed of £14,000 in Bank of England stock & £500 
in East India stock, quite apart from "a very large sum of money ... to be remitted from the 
East Indies for her use in a short time" which was estimated at far in excess of £20,000. To add 
symmetry to the tale we must note that faithful old Thomas Thornton and Col. Eyre Coote were 
trustees. Nanny was to enjoy nearly forty years of married life, during which time three daughters 
were born. Jane the eldest died a spinster, Eleanor married the fifth Earl of Harborough and 
Mary Anne married Sir George Pigot, Bart. 

Nanny died on September 20th, 1802. What would Jane Austen have made of this story, 
one wonders? 

References: 
Adams Trusteeship Account Book. 
Thornton (Brockhall) 675, 676, 999-1094. 
Dictionary of National Biography on T. Adams. 
Monckton (Fineshade) Boxes (e) and (i). · 
Private documents of R. E. M. Elborne, Esq. 

Note: New Style dating has been used. 
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PEPYS' AMERICAN DINNER PARTY 

PART TWO 

In the first part of this article, which appeared in the 1965 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
PAST AND PRESENT, the writer set out to examine the career of three of Samuel Pepys' 
dinner companions on the night of October 12th, 1660. All of these men were connected 
not only with Northamptonshire, but with America. The first article ended with the 
death of William !sham, brother-in-law of Sir Edward Brett, one of Pepys' dinner 
companions, and in the second article, which follows, the career of Henry !sham, 
William's son, in America is traced together with a notice of his numerous American 
descendants. The third guest at the dinner, Henry Norwood had only family connections 
with Northamptonshire, but he went to Virginia although he did not settle there. In 
compensation, he wrote an account of what he saw there. 
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BESIDES his two sons, Euseby and Henry, William I sham· had a daughter, Anne. The daughter is 
mentioned in a MS. pedigree at the College of Arms (see Note 25 above), where it is stated she 
became the wife of one Walthew, and had issue Richard, John, Henry, Alice and Sarah. Indeed, 
she and he·r children are mentioned in Sir Edward Brett's Will, when they were left £100 each at 
majority or marriage, whichever came first. There was an armigerous family ofWalthew mentioned 
in the Heralds' Visitation of Kent, 1619, when the family were living at Deptford, but, of course, 
this is too early to include Anne !sham and her husband. Of the sons, Euseby died in 1654, and 
there is a small brass to him in the church at Wroxton, near Banbury, where he died. Apart from 
the dates of his baptism and burial, and admission to Oundle School, almost nothing is known 
of him.33 

The younger brother, Henry, Sir Edward Brett's nephew, mentioned in his Will, has no 
history after his admission to Oundle School in 1638 until 1655 when his name occurs in the 
Court order book reports for Charles City County, Virginia34 as in dispute with Captain Daniell 
Lewellin. A non-suit was granted to Lewellin against Henry Isham "with 40 lb. tobacco costs for 
his attendance". In 1657 Henry !sham was a justice in Charles City County, present on the 
bench at several sessions.35 These records show that by 1655 he was not a newcomer to Virginia, 
and he was sufficiently established to have gained· a seat on the bench. On April3rd, 1658, Henry 
!sham and Lt. Jo. Hewell referred differences between them to Thomas Drewe and Anthony 
Wyatt, and these arbitrators awarded that "the sd Hewell shall enjoy the 150 acres of land and 
howseing in the controversy according to the lease ... and pay rent accordingly".36 In 1676, 
.Henry !sham's name is mentioned in the Will of John Smith of Bristol,37 when he is referred to 
as "Captain" !sham, which title is also used in certain secondary sources. 

John Smith made his Will on October 14th, 1673, "now in soundnesse of mind and memory, 
and bound on a voyage to sea". He had property in New England, Barbadoes and Virginia, "goods 
money shipping wares and merchandise", which he devised to his friend and executor Waiter 

33 In the Bodleian Library is a book The Legend of 
Captain !ones (by David Lloyd, Fellow of All Souls 
and Dean of St. Asaph). The half title bears the 
inscription "Tho: Penyston ex dono Eusebij I sham 
qui mortem obijt Jan 30 165(4) about 7 or 8 mont (?) 
at Wrox(ton) where he lyes buried" (followed by 
some doggerel verses. Signed "T.P."). The same 
half title has the signature John (Peshall?) 1731 and 
elsewhere in the volume the signature of the antiquary 
Thomas Hearne may be found. Thomas Penyston 
was probably the 2nd baronet, who succeeded in 

1644, and whose seat was at Cornwell, Oxfordshire. 
This is not far from Wroxton, and possibly Euseby 
!sham was returning from a visit to his friend, when 
he died at Wroxton. 

34 Virginia Colonial Abstracts, Vol. X, Charles City 
County Court Orders, 1655-58 (Richmond, Va., pri
vately published, 1941), p. 19. 

35 Va.Col. Abstracts, Vol. XI, 1658-61, pp. 41-2. 
36 Ibid., Vol. X, p. 103. 
37 P.C.C. 145 Bence. 
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Turton of Lyme Regis, Dorset, a merchant. In each place, John Smith had appointed a friend of 
substance as his attorney, and these attorneys were directed by the Will to hand over Smith's 
property to the executor. In Virginia, he mentions "all goods debts wares and monys belonging 
unto me in ye hands of my Attorney Capt. Henry !sham in Barmudee Hundred the upper parts 
of James River in Virginia". John Smith's probate (November 4th, 1676) records that he died 
"lately citizen of Bristol" on the high seas in the ship Le Providence. No doubt, such a man 
would be most careful to whom he gave power of attorney and it speaks well of Henry !sham 
that John Smith gave such power to him in Virginia. 38 

There is another glimpse of Henry !sham in the Records of Virginia in 1670. Francis Epes 
deposed in August 1678, that he was aged 50; in the year 1669 or 1670, he was at the house of 
Thomas Gagecorne, and others present were John Rudderfield, and Captain Henry I sham. 
Rudderfield "did possess the said Captain !sham with three head of cattle which did belong to an 
orphan girl, then in the tuition of the said Rudderfield which cattle the said Captain !sham was 
to deliver to the said orphan Elizabeth Rudderfield in kind, as soone as come of age. " 39 

Francis Epes' son was to marry Henry !sham's daughter in years to come. It is interesting 
to note that he is referred to as "Captain" !sham, for he is similarly referred to in the Will of 
John Smith of Bristol in 1676. The title Captain would therefore have been acquired between 
1658 and 1669. 

At the College of Arms is a pedigree (see Note 25 above) setting out the relationship of the 
I shams of Virginia and the Randolphs, of Moreton Morrell, Warwickshire, and formerly of Little 
Houghton, Northamptonshire, which records the marriage of"Henry !sham of Bermuda Hundred 
on James River in Henrico County Virginia (nephew to Sir Edward Brett)" to "Katherine daur. 
to- Banks of [Canterbury] in Kent". It is not known where this marriage took place, but it was 
almost certainly in Virginia, and in or before 1655. Katherine (Banks) was a widow, having been 
married first to Joseph Royall, who emigrated from England· to Virginia in 1622 at the age of 22. 
Royall, who started life in the colony as a servant to Luke Boyse, prospered exceedingly and, in 
1635, acquired eleven hundred acres at Dogham (Doggams) in Virginia.4° Katherine Banks was 
his third wife.41 Royall is mentioned as deceased in 1655, and the marriage of his widow must 
have followed soon after. Katherine had a son by her first husband, since her son, Henry !sham 
mentions in his will a half-brother Joseph Royall (1678). The property at Doggams remained in 
the Royall family until 1928, when Miss Alice Royal, a direct descendant, sold it to Mr. J ames 
Pickney Harrison. 42 

Katherine Banks is stated in the pedigree at the College of Arms to have been the daughter 
of one Banks of Canterbury, Kent. Kentish families played a considerable part in the early settle
ment of Virginia. The Privy Council in 1615 wrote to the Mayor and Aldermen of Canterbury 
commending to their care "that worthy and Christian enterprise" of the advancement of the 
Colony by means of Lotteries.43 · · 

There was a prosperous family of Banks of Ashford, Kent, who recorded pedigrees in the 
Visitations of London and Kent, and there can be little doubt that Katherine Banks came from 
this family, although her exact parentage has not been as yet determined. John Banks, said in the 
Visitation to be of Lancashire origin, settled in Ashford in the sixteenth century, where he married 
the daughter of a local draper. It was in Henry VIII's reign that hop-growing for beer became a 
profitable industry,44 and John Banks in his Will proved in the Archdeaconry Court of Canterbury 

38 The only Burgess of Bristol called John Smyth, 
who was also a merchant, is a man who attained his 
citizenship in 1673. Unfortunately the Records are 
missing for 1666 when he probably was bound 
apprentice to a merchant in the City, and his enrol
ment would have been recorded, with the name of 
his father (ex inf. Archivist, Council House, Bristol, 
23.6.65). 

39 E. T. Clark, Francis Epes (1942: N.Y.), p. 12 
citing Henrico County Court Records in the State 
Library, Richmond. 

40 Emmie Ferguson Farrar, Old Virginia Houses 
along theJames River, New York, 1957, p. 80. 

41 Annie Lash Jester, Adventures of Purse and Per
son, Virginia, 1607-1625 (2nd Edition, 1964), p. 284. 
For this reference I am indebted to Mr. J. M. 
Jennings, Secretary of the Virginia Historical Society. 

42 E. F. Farrar, op. cit., p. 84. 
43 Gal. S. P. Colonial, 1574-1660 (1860), p. 17. 
44 "Turkeys heresays hops and beer 

All came to England in one year" 
from Dorothy Hartley, Food in England (1962), 
p.198. 
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MARY (!SHAM) RANDOLPH 
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on December 11th, 1579, mentions his draper's shop "which I late purchased of Edmund 
Masterson" (his brother-in-law), and his second son Caleb (1561-98) in his Will mentions "the 
profittes of my parte of all the hoppe grounds . . . with all my hoppes which I have lying at 
London". This no doubt was the real source of the family's wealth. A number of men of the 
name of Banks emigrated to Virginia in early days,45 but in the absence of parish records, it is 
not possible to say which of them was Katherine Banks' father. She must have been born in 
Virginia, and very much younger than her first husband, since she lived until1686. 

Closely related to the Banks family of Ashford were the Epes family originally of Lyd and 
New Romney, Kerit. John Epes of Ashford, whose Will was proved on December 16th, 1627, 
and John Banks of Ashford and London (eldest son of the John Banks who died in 1579), whose 
Will was proved in 1642, married sisters, the daughters of Alexander Fisher, gent. of Detling, 
near Maidstone, Kent. John Epes' wife, who survived him, was named Thomazine,46 and John 
Banks II's wife was named Mary. Alexander Fisher, their father, was a man of good position, 
Recorder and Town Clerk of Maidstone in the 1580's. John Epes in his Will,47 mentions his five 
sons, John, William, ffrancis, Peter and Edward, and directed that if his wife died before his house 
was sold, the residue should go to his sons "or to soe many of them as shall then be liveing and 
within This Realme of England at the time of the sale". This was because some of his sons had 
already gone to Virginia. Sir Nicholas Tufton of Hothfield, Kent, was given shares in the Virginia 
Company by his father-in-law Thomas (Cecil), Earl of Exeter in 1618, and appointed Capt. 
William Epes, the second son of John Epes of Ashford, as his agent in Virginia. Two other sons, 
Francis and Peter also went to Virginia, although Peter was sent home in 1624 for popery. Francis, 
who went to Virginia in 1625, became Lt.-Colonel of Militia in 1635, and was granted 1700 acres 
of land in Charles City County, south of the J ames River. He died about 1658, and it was his 
grandson, another Francis, who married Anne Isham, the daughter of Henry Isham and Katherine 
(Banks).48 

When it is mentioned that Luke Boyse, the original master of Joseph Royall, belonged to 
a Kentish family, and that Joseph Royall's first wife bore the unusual name ofThomazine, already 
used in the Fisher/Epes family, it will be seen that these Kentish immigrants in Virginia clung 
together. It would be impossible in the space of this article to pursue the matter in further detail, 
but the writer hopes elsewhere to make available his researches into these closely related Kentish 
families and their Virginian connections.49 

The only son of Henry Isham and Katherine Banks, another Henry, as has already been 
explained, died as quite a young man, following a voyage to England to collect the legacy left him 
by his first cousin, Thomas Isham of the Middle Temple. When he died in 1678, he left "his 
honoured mother" Mrs. Katherine I sham, one third of his estate, so, presumably his father must 
have been dead by then. 50 Mrs. Katherine !sham's Will was proved in Virginia on October 20th, 
1686.51 By this time both her daughters were married. She appointed her son-in-law Francis 
Epes and "her loving son" Joseph Royall executors. She left her grandson Joseph Royall "one 
servant named John Towers all the Time he hath to serve, and my small silver tankard", and to 
her grandson Isham Epes "my negro Dick".52 She desired to be buried "near my dear husband 
on my own plantation". 

The pedigree at the College of Arms mentions two sisters of the younger Henry Isham of 
Virginia, the elder of whom, Mary, married "William Randolph of Turkey Island on James River 

45 They are listed in J. C. Hotten, The Original Lists 
of Persons of Quality etc. who went from Great Britain 
to the American Colonies 1600-1700 (1874). 

46 E. T. Clark Francis Epes op. cit. wrongly supposes 
her to have been Thomazine Banks. The mistake 
was followed by Mrs. Jester, Adventures of Purse and 
Person. 

47 Arch. Cant. Vol. 67, p. 230. 
48 For the Epes family in Virginia, see "The Tufton 

Manuscripts and the Virginia Connection" by Felix 
Hull in Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
Vol. 65, No. 3 (1957). 

49 The writer wishes to express his thanks to Dr. 
W. E. Church of Bethersden, Kent for much help 
over Kentish families; also to Dr. F. Hull, the 
Archivist at Maidstone. 

50 P.C.C. 81 Bath. 
51 It is printed in full on p. 78 of Francis Epes, 

op. cit. 
52 Slaves' surnames were usually taken from their 

masters. This accounts for the large numbers of 
negroes called !sham in the Southern states today. 
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in Henrico County", and gives the date of his death as April 21st, 1711, aged 63. When the 
younger Henry made his Will, the marriage of Mary !sham to William Randolph had already 
taken place, since he left his plantation known as Doggams equally between his two sisters, Mrs. 
Mary Randolph and Mrs. Anne !sham. William Randolph was appointed his residuary legatee 
and sole executor. 

The Randolphs were an armigerous family of some antiquity, who recorded a pedigree in 
The Visitation of Northamptonshire in 1681.53 Originally from Sussex, the Randolphs came to 
Northamptonshire where William Randolph settled himself at Little Houghton, as Steward to 
Lord Zouch of Harringworth. William Randolph was twice married to Northamptonshire ladies. 
By his first wife, Elizabeth Smith of Nuneham (Newnham) near Daventry, he was the father of 
Thomas Randolph, the poet, who was buried in Blatherwycke Church, where Sir Christopher 
Hatton commissioned Nicholas Stone to set up a simple classical monument to his memory in 
1640.54 By his second wife, Dorothy Lane, sister to Sir Ralph Lane, the Lord Keeper, and widow 
of Thomas West ofCoten End, near Northampton, he had numerous children, ofwhom only the 
fifth son, Richard, here concerns us. Richard Randolph was of Moreton Morrell, Warwickshire. 
He was born in 1622, married Elizabeth Riland, and had four sons and four daughters. William 
Randolph, his second son, born about 1648, emigrated to Virginia in 1674, and before 1678 
married Mary !sham. This couple were the ancestors of many distinguished people in Virginia. 
Mrs. Mary Randolph was living in 1713/14, aged 54, when Richard Dale, Richmond Herald, had 
in his possession the pedigree now at the College of Arms: Luckily a portrait of her by an unknown 
hand survives at Richmond, Virginia, where it is in the possession of the Virginia Historical 
Society, by whose courtesy it is here reproduced[Page 27].55 Her fourth son, !sham Randolph, 
"Captain of the Henrietta, belonging to J ames River", married J ane Rogers. He was the father of 
Jane Randolph, who married the Virginia Surveyor, Peter Jefferson. They were the parents of 
Thomas Jefferson, author of The Declaration of Independence, founder of the University of 
Virginia, and 3rd President of the United States of America, who was thus sixth in direct descent 
from Sir Euseby !sham of Pytchley, the builder of Pytchley Hall, High Sheriff of Northampton
shire in 1578 under Queen Elizabeth I, and the munificent host of James I's consort at Pytchley 
in 1605. 

Mary (!sham) Randolph's younger sister, Anne, is also mentioned in her brother's Will of 
1678. She was then unmarried, but later became the wife of Colonel Francis Epes (or Eppes) "of 
Bermuda's Hundred aforesaid". Both she and her husband were living in 1714/15. The Eppes 
family had been associated with Virginia since the early days of the colony's history in which 
they continued to play a distinguished part. Senator John Wayles Eppes (1773-1823) ofthis family 
married his fourth cousin Maria J efferson, daughter of President J efferson, as his first wife. 

Thus we have seen that two of Pepys' dinner companions at the Dolphin on that October 
evening in Restoration year were intimately connected by family ties with the two great figures 
of the American Revolution, Washington and Jefferson, who were both Virginians. The third 
member of the party, Major Norwood, was like the other two an ex-Royalist officer. Like them, too, 

·he had family connections with Virginia. His first cousin William, born at Leckhampton in 1615, 
emigrated to Virginia in 1648, where he married Lydia Jordan. From this marriage came a long 
line of distinguished_Americans. Robert Bingham, U.S. Ambassador at the Court of St. James 
(1933-37), was a direct descendant. Henry's brother Charles also went to Virginia, where he 
became Clerk of the Virginia Assembly, and Henry Norwood himself, although he did not settle 
in America, visited Virginia twice and wrote a memorable account of his voyage in 1649. He was 

sa Harl. Soc. Vol. 87 (ed. H. I. Longden). 
54 N. Pevsner, Buildings of Northamptonshire, 1961, 

p. 101 records the very typical memorial poem to 
the poet. 

55 This portrait was "for many generations, pre
served at Wilton, one of the five Randolph houses 
just outside of Richmond in Henrico County. This 
portrait has never been questioned,. (John Melville 
J ennings, Director of the Virginia Historical Society, 

in a letter of 19.4.65). The alleged portrait of Mary 
(!sham) Randolph reproduced opposite page 86 in 
Homer Brainard, Survey of the !shams in England and 
America, Rutland, Vermont, U.S.A., 1938, repre
sents, according to Mr. Jennings, "some mid
eighteenth century member of the Randolph family, 
not Mary (!sham) Randolph. The costume and the 
canvas itself could hardly be earlier than 1750,. 
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H.MS. 21 f. 248 College of Arms 
[Collection of Robert Dale, Richmond Herald]. 
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also present at the surrender of New Amsterdam (1664) to the British, which was renamed New 
York, in honour-of Charles II's brother. 56 

Henry Norwood, like Brett and Washington, had family connections with Northampton
shire. Edmund Norwood, younger brother of Tyringham Norwood of Wykeham Abbey, Lines, 
lived for a time at Cogenhoe, Northants, and his wife, Anne Lawman was of Boughton in the 
same county. Here their daughter Anne was baptised in 1604.57 Richard Norwood made a survey 
ofCogenhoe parish in 1630.58 He also spent some time in Virginia in 1623, and surveyed Bermuda 
for the Virginia Company. Eventually he left England altogether deploring the "many innovations 
of religion" and became a schoolmaster in Bermuda, where he died at the age of 84 in 1675.59 

56 G. Marion Norwood Callam, The Norwoods, I. 
An Introduction To Their History, 1963, limited edn., 
p. 19 and p. 23. See also by the same author, The 
Norwoods II. Heraldry and Brasses, 1965, where there 
is a photograph, Fig. 68, of the incised slabs in 
Leckhampton Church to William ·Norwood (1632) 
and his grandson, Colonel Henry Norwood (1689) 
and William Norwood, great-great-grandson of the 
William mentioned above (1764). Mrs. Callum is 
engaged in a full-length study of the Norwoods and 
their American connections. 

67 The Cogenhoe parish registers, now deposited at 
Delapre, contain full details of the Norwoods who 
lived there. Edmund was, apparently, a distant cousin 
of the Norwoods of Leckhampton. Another Nor-

wood, Thomas, "husbandman, was buried at 
Cogenhoe in January 1601. He was the son of another 
Thomas Norwood, who lived for a time at North
ampton, and was buried at Cogenhoe in July, 1601. 
Their relationship, if any, to Edmund Norwood, who 
had left Cogenhoe by 1620, is not clear. Information 
from Mrs. Warren of Yardley Gobion, to whom my 
thanks are due. 

58 His relationship to the other Norwood is not 
clear. Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. Ill, 
No. 6, p. 272. 

59 D.N.B. and Journal of Richard Norwood, printed 
by Bermuda Historical Monuments Trust. Facts 
communicated by Mrs. Warren. 



PEPYS' AMERICAN DINNER PARTY 31 
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Note (i) For full Randolph pedigree see Visitation of Northants, 1681, ed. H. I. Longden. 
(ii) For_Walthew see Visitation of Kent, 1619, Hail. Soc. Vol. 42 (1898) 

(iii) Isham Randolph's wife was Jane Rogers; their daughter Jane married Peter Jefferson, and these 
were the parents of Thomas Jefferson, 3rd President of the U.S.A. His daughter Maria married her 
fourth cousin John Wayles Eppes (1773-1823), U.S. Senator. 

(iv) On the back of this MS. are further details about Thomas Randolph, the poet, and his brother the 
Rev. Robert Randolph (died 1671). Their father's name is given as William Randolph "Steward to 
Edward Lord Zouch". 

As Captain Norwood, Henry served at Worcester, when Colonel Henry Washington was 
Governor there, and is mentioned as being among the officers when the garrison surrendered on 
July 20th, 1646.~0 He had indeed been one of the gentry of Worcestershire who volunteered a 
horse for the King in the early days of the Civil War.61 Yet, when he came to compound for his 
delinquency in June, 1649, he stated that he was not engaged in the last war. He was fined £15.62 

His grandfather, William, was of Leckhampton, Gloucestershire, which estate Henry Norwood 
purchased of his uncle Francis, but returned it to his uncle's sons in his Will. 63 But this purchase, 

6° C.S.P.D., 1645-7, p. 456. 
61 Diary of Henry Townshend, ed. J. Willis Bund, 

Vol. 11, 1916, p. 71. The first volume of this work 
mentions him as being in CoL Washington's Regi
ment in May, 1646, and as being present at the siege 
of Worcester. 

62 Calendar of Committee for Compounding, p. 2075. 

63 P.C.C. 143 Ent. See S. Rudder, New History of 
Gloucestershire, 1779, p. 521. The deed of settlement 
of the Leckhampton estate on the sons of his uncle 
Francis, dated March 23rd, 1686/7, is at the Records 
Office, Shire Hall, Gloucester (ex inf. Archivist, 
6.7.65). 
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of course, was in the prosperous days after the Restoration. It was far otherwise in 1649, when he 
was fined by the Parliament, and was just another ex-Royalist officer, without prospects in 
Republican England. 

He went from England to Holland, and, thence, in the early autumn of 1649, in company 
with two other Royalist officers, Major Francis Morrison and Major Richard Fox, to Virginia. 
But the story is best told in his own words: "To what horrors and despairs must our minds be 
reduc'd at the bloody and bitter stroke of his [King Charles's] assassination at his palace of 
Whitehall? This unparalleled butchery made. the rebels cast away the scabbards of their swords ... 
so that the sad prospect of affairs in this juncture gave such a damp to all the royal party which 
had resolved to-persevere in the principle which engaged them in the war, that a very considerable 
number of nobility, clergy and gentry, so circumstanc'd, did fly from their native country, as 
from a place infected with the plague". He points out that "men of the first rate, who wanted 
not money or credit to balance the expense" chose "to try their fortunes at Surinam, Barbadoes, 
Antigua, and the Leeward Islands". Norwood lacked, like his two friends, both money and credit, 
so he decided to go to Virginia, for this reason. Moreover, he was "nearly related" to the Governor, 
Sir William Berkeley, and the King had given him a letter recommending him to the Governor's 
"particular care". 64 

The three friends sailed on The Virginia Merchant, the voyage costing them £6 a head, 
bound for the James River. There was a large company aboard (330 passengers and crew) and 
the voyage was eventful and disastrous. Their ship ran short of water, and they were eventually 
obliged to land in a creek north of Virginia, where Norwood and his party were kindly treated by 
the Indians, but suffered much from the cold winter weather. They were much put about by the 
truculent and tactless behaviour of one Major Stephens, who had served in the Parliamentary 
Army under Wailer, and who had strangely been their companion on The Virginia Merchant. 
Eventually, however, they were rescued by a relief party, and were brought into Virginia by their 
guide, Jenkin Price, who took them to his house at Achomat "called by the English Northampton 
County". Thence they progressed through several friendly plantations, meeting other ex-Royalist 
officers on the way. 65 

At last they reached Jamestown, where Sir William Berkeley, his relative, the governor, 
took Norwood "to his house at Greenspring". Governor Berkeley was not only kind to Norwood, 
but "shew'd great respect to all the royal party, who made that colony their refuge. His house 
and purse were open to all that were so qualify'd". Berkeley had been appointed Governor by 
Charles I in 1641, and his Commission from the King charged him "to be careful that Almighty 
God is served according to the form of religion established in the Church ofEngland".66 Virginia 
under Governor Berkeley was no place for sectaries or Republicans ! 

Norwood stayed in Virginia until May, 1650, when the Governor sent him to Holland to 
see the King, "to sollicite his majesty for the treasurer's place which he took to be void by the 
delinquency of Claybourne, who had long enjoy'd it". His mission was successful, and Charles II, 
then in exile, appointed him "Escheator Treasurer and Receiver of Quit Rents of Virginia during 
pleasure"Y Norwood was in Amsterdam in 1651, but, after a visit to England, returned to 
Virginia. This was an unpropitious moment, as the Governor and the Assembly of Virginia were 
at loggerheads, over the latter's decision to submit to the authority of the Commonwealth. Sir 
William Berkeley assembled 1,000 armed men at Jamestown to resist in the King's name, but was 
finally forced to accept the position, and was given leave to depart. Norwood left the Colony just 
before the Governor's surrender, on March 12th, 1652, and returned to England.68 

64 The grandmothers of Sir William Berkeley and 
Henry Norwood, who were Lygons of Madresfield, 
were sisters. Elizabeth Lygon married William 
Norwood, and Margery Lygon Sir Henry Berkeley. 

65 "Sir Thos. Lunsford, Sir Henry Chichly, Sir 
Philip Honywood, Col. Hammond and others". 

66 C.S.P. Col, 1574-1660, under 1641. 
67 "Colonel Henry Norwood", by Capt. J. H. Trye, 

R.N. in Transactions of the Bristol and Glos. Arch Soc., 

Vol. XLVII, 1925, p. 116, citing Virginia Council 
Minutes. 

68 S. R. Gardiner, Hist. of the Commonwealth and 
Protectorate, Vol. II, 1916, p. 142. Gardiner's state
ment that "there were no Royalist refugees in Virginia 
to embitter the conflict", as there had been at 
Barbadoes, is scarcely confirmed by Henry Norwood's 
account in his "Voyage to Virginia", pp. 145-70 in 
A Collection of Voyages and Travels, Vol. VI, 1732 
(Messrs. Churchill). 
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Here he was constantly in trouble with the new government. He was implicated in 1653 
in a Royalist plot for the distribution of arms in Worcestershire, Leicestershire, Derbyshire and 
Staffordshire, and was arrested but set at liberty. 69 Thereafter he was under constant suspicion, 
and subject to arrest and imprisonment. A correspondent reported to the Secretary of State, 
Thurloe, that Sir John Pakington (Henry Washington's brother-in-law), Colonel Sands [sic] (who 
later married Henry Washington's widow), and Colonel Blunt, "a papist and dangerous person 
as any in London", met frequently at Colonel Blunt's chamber "with Major Norwood and diverse 
others". "Blunt's chamber", the informant went on, "is neare the water-side, fower paire of 
stairs. I beleive it is the same chamber where Norwood lay ... ".70 Norwood was arrested in 1655, 
and sent to the Tower, from which he addressed a pathetic letter to Thurloe, dated September 
18th, 1656, protesting.his innocence, and asking for permission to go into exile "into those desarts, 
where I never had health or content", and for the return of his papers "that were seized in my 
chamber, at least such as only look like merchandise". 71 The reply to this letter was an order by 
Cromwell himself to transfer Norwood into the custody of the Governor of Jersey early in 1658, 
apparently to put him outside the protection of habeas corpus. He was finally released, after Cram
well's death, by the Council on condition that he did not return to England or plot against the 
Commonwealth abroad. 72 These conditions Norwood failed to observe, for he was in London in 
July, 1659, and joined the party of insurgents led by Charles Littleton at the Wrekin in August 
of that year. This, like so many Royalist risings, was an utter failure. 73 He then evidently joined 
the King in the Spanish Netherlands, where he was appointed an Esquire of the Body on March 
24th, 1660.74 As such, he attended the King's coronation in 1661, and for a short time held the 
office of Captain of Sand own Castle (Deal). Thereafter his career can be traced in the Army lists~ 
and this must here be briefly summarised. 

In 1661, he was commissioned as Lt.-Colonel of Lord Rutherford's regiment at Dunkirk, 
of which place he was Deputy-Governor in 1662. In 1663, he became Lt.-Colonel of the Tangier 
Regiment of Foot. Tangier, of course, had been part of the dowry of Charles II's Queen, Catherine 
of Bragan<ra. England's hold on the Colony was precarious, and Colonel Norwood saw strenuous 
service during his years there. He distinguished himself in repulsing a Moorish attack on the 
town in 1663. In 1664, in which year he also managed to join Nicholls' expedition to reduce New 
Amsterdam in America,75 he became Colonel of his regiment at Tangier and, in February, 1665, 
Deputy-Governor of the Colony. Here his policy was to support Ghailan, a Moorish chief who 
had attacked Tangier, against the Sultan, Tafiletta. When Ghailan was defeated, Norwood acted 
as host to him and his veterans, and their train of "ladies of orange tawny complexion ... many 
of them old and ill-favoured, others young and lovable".76 Ghailan was angry at Norwood freeing 
a Portuguese girl, whom he had included among the ladies of his harem, and returning her to 
her parents at Lisbon. Ghailan, despite the kindness he had received, became Norwood's bitter 
enemy, left Tangier for Algiers, and complained to the English government of his ill-treatment, 
fabricating many absurd charges. Henry Howard, later 6th Duke of Norfolk, was sent to Morocco 
on an embassy to Tafiletta in 1669, and reported that he found Norwood "very industrious and 
intelligent in everything". Norwood hoped, indeed, to receive a Commission as Governor, but 
in this he was disappointed, and even the command of the garrison was given to someone else, 
Lord Middleton, who took up the position in October 1669. 

Shortly afterwards, Norwood returned to England. He purchased Leckhampton, and was 
M.P. for Gloucestershire in 1675. He was made a justice of the peace for Gloucestershire in 1670, 

69 Trye, op. · cit., p. 116. See, also, David Under
down, Royalist Conspiracy in England 1649-60, Yale 
University Press, 1960, for an account of the various 
plots in which Norwood was involved. On Norwood's 
arrest in January, 1655, he "was found to be of 
enough importance to warrant personal examination 
by Cromwell himself". (p. 130). 

70 J. Thurloe, State Papers, ed. T. Birch, 1742, 
Vol. IV, p. 485. 

71 Thurloe, op. cit., Vol. V, p. 428. 

72 Trye, op. cit., p. 117. 
73 Underdown, Royalist Conspiracy, p. 272-3. 
74 Trye, op. cit., p. 117, citing Egerton MS. 2542, 

f 343 b. 
75 Trye, op. cit., p. 118. 
76 E. M. G. Routh, Tangier, 1611-84, 1912. This 

admirable work quotes many of Norwood's letters to 
Sir J oseph Williamson, which show him to have been 
a shrewd observer. 
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and in 1671 was elected a common councillor of the City of Gloucester. In 1672, when the new 
charter of the City of Gloucester was granted, he was made an alderman for life, and he was 
chosen mayor in October 1672. There is a fiat stone in Leckhampton Church recording that he 
was the youngest (i.e. younger) son of Henry Norwood, and that he died on September 14th, 
1689.77 

Norwood's father was of West Camel, Somerset and Bishampton, Worcs., and his mother 
was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Rodney of Rodney Stoke, Somerset. The fact that his father 
had Worcestershire property accounts, no doubt, for his being included among the gentry of 
Worcester, and as such providing a horse for the King's service in 1642.78 He was described as of 
Bishampton in 1649. 

While in Tangier, his name must often have been mentioned to Samuel Pepys, who was 
Treasurer of the Tangier Committee in 1665, when Norwood was Deputy-Governor. Pepys 
commented in his Diary on a dispute between John Bland, mayor of Tangier, and Norwood, 
that he thought the former "a foolish light-headed man" but considered all the same that he had 
been abused by Norwood, whose letters were "in the most shitten proud, carping, insolent and 
ironically-prophane stile, that ever I saw in my life, so as I shall never think the place can do 
well, while he is there". 79 But this unfavourable opinion cannot have entirely effaced the pleasure 
Pepys felt at that dinner-party in the hey-day of the Restoration, when Pepys pronounced his 
company "very noble". 

77 He was born c. 1614. Bigland, Gloucestershire, 
Vol. II, 1792, p. 149. 

78 See above note 61. 
79 January 29th, 1669. 

PITT, FoX AND THE LADIES 

GYLES !SHAM. 

"I am very glad Sir James [Langham] came in so easy-as to Mr. Powys many people 
wished him to be opposed; as they thought he had acted very wrong in joining Fox and being so 
violent: it is dreadful to think a man of such vile principles as Fox should disturb the peace of 
the nation so much". 

Susanna, Lady !sham to her husband's aunt (by marriage) 
Philippa, Lady !sham, · 

19 April, 1784, (B.M. Add. MSS. 29602. F.292) 

NOTE-Sir James Langham of Cottesbrooke, and Thomas Powys of Lilford were elected M.P.s for 
Northamptonshire in 1784. Thomas Powys was later created the first Lord Lilford. 

"Our young folks are all at home at this time. Mr. Pitt is very unkind to the Ladies to 
tax their trumpery, perhaps he means to be reveng'd on them for the affront they shew'd him by 
their great partiality to Mr. Fox". 

The same to the same 
17 July, 1784 (B.M. Add. MSS. 29602, F.294). 
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1966 1866 
NEW HOUSE, 0UNDLE 

A NoTE oN WILLIAM !sHAM's SuPPOSED HousE AT OuNDLE 

In Part I of this article, which appeared in Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. Ill, 
No. 6, there was, on p. 268, a sentence recording that an old house in Oundle had the initials 
"W.I." and from this it had been assumed that William !sham lived in Oundle, and fought on the 
Parliamentary side in the Civil War. As was then shown, the suggestion that William !sham fought 
in the Parliamentary army was based on the Squire Papers, now generally accepted as a forgery. 
However, even the slender evidence based on the initials "W.I." must now be rejected. 

The House in question is known as "New House" and has long been one of the Boarding 
Houses for Oundle School Boys. Its present occupant is Mr. R. F. Chignell, who kindly allowed 
me to inspect the House. The inscription on a gable end reads today "W.I.l640", but in a drawing 
of the house which appeared in The British Architect for November 1886, the inscription is read 
as "W.}.l640", and there is a note to the effect that the initials stand for "William Joyce Captn. 
under Croinwell who slept here often". The "}" may well have been damaged in the past eighty 
years, so that it now looks like an "I". William I sham gave his address as "Pytchley" when he 
entered his two sons at Oundle School, and it.must now be acknowledged that there is no evidence 
to support the idea that he ever lived at Oundle. 
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A Charter 30' span Grain Store titmuss 
''ON THE FLOOR'' 

GRAIN STORAGE 

BEAU MONT GRAIN STORE Is designed for storage to a height of 1 0' or storage and drying 
to a he-ight of 8 ' incorporating 10' or 8' galvanised pressed steel thrust resistant panels. Manufac
tured in a span size of 60' , in multiples of 15' bays in length and to an eaves height of either 14' 3" 
or 16' 3" incorporating a centre internal ducted system. 

CHARTER GRAIN STORE Is designed for storage to a height of10' or storage and drying to 
a height of 8' incorporating 10' or 8' galvanised pressed steel thrust resistant panels. Manufactured 
in a span size of 30' , 35' and 40' in multiples of 15' bays in length and to an eaves height of either 
14' 3" or 16' 3" incorporating an external ducted system. 

F. E. Titmuss Ltd. 
(AGRICULTURAL DIVISION) 

Main Air Ducts, Grain Retaining Panels 
and Laterals can be supplied for self
erection, toget her with instructions 

Head Office and Works : 

-------------re-1._: 4-2B_t_f2-f3 Mill Rd., Wellingborough 

TIMPSON 
A FINE FACTORY 

PRODUCING 

FINE SHOES 

For over one hundred years Tl M PSO N S have designed and made 
shoes, the reputation of which has carried them into the world market 

of the present day. 
Besides earning valuable dollars, TIMPSON shoes are sold in a 
network of over two hundred and fifty shops throughout the country. 

WILLIAH TIHPSON LIMITED 
NORTH PARK. KETTERING • NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
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