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NOTES AND NEWS 

THE aims of this Society are the furtherance of 
the science of history and of historical literature 
by the publication of historical records relating 
to Northamptonshire, and the stimulation of an 
interest in local history. It may seem remarkable 
that about twelve hundred persons and institu
tions throughout the world should be sufficiently 
interested in these aims to become members of 
the Society. 

For this there are several reasons. No re
minder is necessary that the pace of change in 
Northamptonshire is accelerating. Articles in 
recent numbers of this Journal have described 
the growth of modern Corby. Now a massive 
development of Northampton, Peterborough 
and other towns seems likely, and with them 
the pattern of life in many a rural village will 
be further revolutionised. Change may arouse 
personal regrets or utopian visions, but it is 
amidst these· changes that the growing interest 
in local history continues to develop. 

Such an interest is not escapism, but a healthy 
examination of our roots; a consciousness of 
one's heritage enriches one's present and future. 
We trust that this Journal will help to stimulate 
such interest. The Society is also actively 
engaged in endeavouring to arrange for the 
resumption of the Victoria County History of 
Northamptonshire (the fourth volume appeared 
in 1938, and a large area of the county has not 
yet been covered); it will be a lengthy and 
costly work which may well require the co
operation of our tnembers. Along with other 
county organisations, this Society is concerned 
to ensure that the best from Northamptonshire's 
heritage of historic buildings and fine country
side is not forfeited in the flood-tide of develop
ment. In this respect let us remember that old 
photographs and portraits, such as that recently 
deposited of John Beasley~ the Earl Spencer's 
steward, are valuable historical records. 

However, this Society is not addicted to 
sentimental antiquarianism; it aims to further 
the "science of history". The demand for the 
Society's publications in the world of academic 
scholarship is evidence of the importance of 
this exact, scientific approach to the problems 

of history. Copies of Carte Nativorum, which 
gives evidence of thirteenth-century land trans
actions by villeins on Peterborough Abbey 
estates, have been sold as far afield as the 
U.S.S.R. John !sham's Accounts have been 
widely appreciated for the light which they 
throw on the sixteenth-century cloth trade. Per
haps the best illustration has been the great 
demand for Five Northamptonshire Families, 
which is now being reprinted. When the pro
blem of the economic fortunes of the gentry in 
the century prior to the Civil Wars involved 
historians in violent polemical argument, based 
on inadequate research, Miss Finch made an 
objective and meticulous study of the wealth of 
five Northamptonshire families. Here was solid 
ground amid the shifting hypotheses. Copies of 
the reprinted volume will be on sale shortly. 

Meanwhile other publications are being pre
pared. "The Northamptonshire Royal Forests", 
by P.A. J. Pettit, is in the hands of the printers. 
"The Letters of Daniel Ea ton", edited by Miss 
Joan Wake, and the "Northamptonshire Militia 
Lists", edited by V. A. Hatley and B. A. Bailey, 
are in an advanced state of preparation. The 
first volume of the "Luffield Abbey Charters", 
which is being published jointly with the Buck
inghamshire Record Society, is approaching 
completion, and the first volume is being 
printed. 

Local History not only applies the microscope 
to particular problems of national history; it is 
the study of a local community with all the 
stresses and strains of political, religious and 
economic conflict. There can have been few 
finer examples of this type of local history than 
that enjoyed at the Society's A.G.M. In his 
lecture on "John Bates, All Saints · and Mr. 
Bradlaugh", Mr. Hatley showed how opposition 
to the last attempt to collect a parish rate in All 
Saints parish, Northampton, helped to weld a 
firm alliance between Northampton Radicals 
and the young Charles Bradlaugh. Original 
research, entertaining illustrations and lucid 
delivery combined to provide the Society with 
an excellent feast. 

To understand the significance of the past 
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one needs to appreciate the significance of 
contemporary developments, so the Society 
ventured onto new ground for its Autumn 
Lecture. Mr. T. S. R. Boase, President of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, and Editor of the 
Oxford History of English Art, addressed about 
two hundred members and friends on "Some 
Problems of Contemporary Art". The audience 
in the Assembly Hall of theN orthampton College 
of Further Education certainly appreciated the 
charm and authority of so eminent a lecturer. 

It was with great regret that the Society 
accepted the resignation of its Hon. Auditor, 
Mr. J. Waters. For many years he has been more 
than Auditor; he has been a wise counsellor 
and friend. Dr. Pettit, who has now moved to 
Yorkshire, has also resigned from the Hon. 
Secretaryship. At the General Meeting on 
October 22nd, a resolution was passed unani
mously . thanking him for his work for the 
Society, and wishing him every success in his 
new sphere. Miss R. M. Marsden was elected 
to succeed to the office. 

The Officers and Council of the Society send 
greetings to all members. We know that mem
bers will also wish to thank the many diligent 
helpers who have contributed to the Society's 
continued progress: contributors to this Journal, 
editors of volumes, and lecturers who have 
freely given of their time and learning; the 
many friends who have assisted with the tedious 
administrative duties-addressing and packing 
envelopes or preparing halls for meetings; and 
our advertisers whose patronage has made the 
publication of this Journal possible. The willing 
service of many has been appreciated. 

Editor's Note 
Volume Ill of Northamptonshire Past and 

Present having been completed, an Index has 
been prepared by Miss Sylvia Riches with the 
Editor's assistance, and, as mentioned else
where, this will shortly be on sale to members. 

In this, the first number of Volume IV, there 
are several contributions to early American 

history, and its links with Northamptonshire. 
Mr. George Washington has now put his 
autumn lecture to the Society, given at Delapre 
in October, 1965, into the form of an article, 
and we feel sure that his survey of the history 
of the Washingtons will be of great interest to 
our members both in England and America. 
Sir Gyles I sham has completed his study of the 
families of Pepys' dinner companions in the 
year of the Restoration. Labour relations always 
form a fascinating study, and Mr. Hatley has 
something new to say on the subject of the 
19th century shoe-trade, and the relations of 
employer and employed. The agricultural 
worker at this period was in a depressed condi
tion, and Mrs. Pamela Horn has written an 
account of a strike in 1867 at Evenley. Early 
Trade-Union history is illustrated by the first 
part of an article on John J ames Graves, the 
Northamptonshire village schoolmaster, who 
founded the National Union of Teachers, which 
celebrates its Centenary in 1970. 

We are also very glad to include articles by 
Mr. C. E. Tongue, assistant archivist at Delapre, 
and Mr. H. G. Tibbutt, neither of whom have 
previously contributed to Northamptonshire 
Past and Present. 

We regret to announce the death of Lord 
Evershed on October · 3rd of this year. As 
Master of the Rolls, he gave an address at the 
opening of Delapre Abbey on May 9th, 1959, 
which will be long remembered by those who 
heard him. · 

We also have to record the death of Miss 
Gladys Scott Thomson on July 5th. Miss Scott 
Thomson gave a lecture to the Northampton
shire Record Society on September 20th, 1952 
at Lamport Hall on the Tudor Sovereigns and 
their Lord-Lieutenants. This was one of the 
most interesting, as well as one of the best
delivered lectures ever given to the Society. 
Miss Scott Thomson was, of course, chiefly 
known for her work on the Duke of Bedford's 
archives at Woburn, and author of several 
works based on them. 
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A VICTORIAN SCHOOLMASTER: }OHN }AMES GRAVES (1832-1903) 

MASTER OF LAMPORT AND HANGING HOUGHTON ENDOWED SCHOOL AND 
FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS 

ONE of the greatest schoolmasters of the 
· nineteenth century lived most of his life in 

Northamptonshire and is buried in Lamport 
churchyard. This was John James Graves, who 
became Master of Lamport and Hanging 
Houghton1 Endowed School in January 1851, 
and remained there for fifty years. He played a 
leading part in founding the National Union of 
Elementary Teachers in 1870 (renamed the 
National Union of Teachers in 1889), became 
its first President and remained a member of 
the Executive of the Union until1900. But well 
before 1870 Graves had been active in en
couraging elementary school teachers to form 
their own professional association and by this 
and other means to raise the status of their 
work. · 

The rise of the teachers' associations has been 
recently described in a book by Asher Tropp, 2 

and the work · of J. J. Graves and the other 
pioneers of teachers' associations is there re
ferred to. But the individual contribution of 
J. J. Graves has never been fully explored, nor, 
in particular, has any attention been given to 
his work as a village schoolmaster in North
amptonshire. In fact, as we shall see, Graves 
made a very distinctive contribution to the 
development of the Hanging Hough ton School, 
and-equally significant-showed in his own 
teaching career how firmly he believed in the 
ideas and policies ... which he advocated as a 
leading protagonist of teachers' unions. 

The records relating to Graves's work as a 
schoolmaster seem, at first sight, to be disap
pointingly meagre. No log books have survived 
for the Hanging Houghton School, and there 
is no record of any minutes kept by the Trustees 
of the School. There are, however, three valuable 
documents which throw inuch interesting light 
on the subject. These are: 

1 'Hanging' is the old word for 'situated on a slope'. 
2 A. Tropp, The School Teachers (Heinemann, 

1957). 

}OHN }AMES GRAVES 

(1) An account book kept by the Trustees 
covering the period 1823-1896 (There are also 
a few loose accounts and two letters written by 
Graves among the papers now deposited at the 
County Record Office.) 

(2) A Bank Pass Book of the Trustees 1898-
1929, giving income and expenditure. 

(3) A series of autobiographical letters 
written by a former pupil of Graves (Fred 
Howard) to Miss Virginia !sham in 1953-4. 
These were transcribed by Miss !sham and 
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include some vivid details of life at the School 
when Howard was a pupil there in the years 
1870 to 1880.3 

Graves was born on 15 January 1832 and 
began teaching in 1846 at St. Anne's School, 
Soho, a leading Anglican Charity School. In 
the following year, he became an assistant at 
St. Paul's School, Cambridge, and it was here 
that he joined his first teachers' association. In 
1848 he went to Saleby in Lincolnshire, where 
he obtained his first mastership in a small village 
schoo1.4 The Northamptonshire school to which 
he came in 1851 (at the still youthful age of 19) 
was a small country charity school, similar to 
many others which had been founded up and 
down the country in the eighteenth century. It 
did perhaps differ from the majority of such 
schools, however, in that its endowment was 
well secured by the original scheme laid down 
for the School, and the income from this endow
ment had from the beginning been conscien
tiously administered by the Trustees. These 
were two in number-the Lord of the Manor 
and the Rector of Lam port, the latter as well as 
the former being of the I sham family. The 
school building was at Hanging Houghton, a 
hamlet in the parish of Lam port, and it had been 
erected and endowed under the terms of the 
Will of Sir Edmund !sham, 6th Bart., who died 
in 1772. (The original building, which survives 
as the teacher's house, is shown on Plate I.) 
Sir Edmund provided in his Will of 1758 for a 
Master and Mistress to receive £15 and £10 
p.a. respectively. They were to teach the chil
dren of the two villages of Lamport and Hang
ing Houghton to 'read, write and cast up 
accounts; the girls to be taught to knit, spin and 
do sewing work'. In 1762, Sir Edmund added 
a codicil to his Will raising the salaries to £18 
and £12, religious instruction and care of the 
children's morals being conditional. The school 
income was to consist of the interest (£45 p.a.) 
on £1,500 worth of Consols at three per cent 
invested on behalf of the School. 5 

By an Order of the Court of Chancery dated 
31 July, 1822, an additional £21 p.a. was 

3 Howard was later employed as a gardener at 
Lamport Hall and several other notable houses in 
various parts of the country. He died in 1960, aged 
94. 

4 Northampton Mercury, 6 Feb. 1903 (hereafter 
cited as obituary notice). 

5 Fuller extracts from the Will and Codicil are 
given in the appendix (Part II of article). 

granted to the School, being that part of the 
unapplied funds of the charity for apprenticing 
which had been founded by Sir Justinian 
!sham, 2nd Bart., in 1675 and further endowed 
by Sir Justinian I sham, 4th Bart. The number 
of children at the School at this date was about 
30.6 In 1823, the account book notes the rent 
from land as £21 and the interest on the stocks 
as £45, a total income of £66, which remained 
fixed at this amount, or very near it, right up to 
1896, when the account book ends. The Master 
and Mistress were receiving a joint salary of 
£45 in 1823, and one assumes that the usual 
practice was being followed of appointing a man 
and his wife to take charge of the School. One 
also assumes that a house was being provided 
rent-free-in fact, the schoolroom and the 
teachers' accommodation were in one and the 
same building. A new brick schoolroom (now 
the kitchen) was added to the original building 
in 1845. 

This was the situation when Graves and his 
wife, Ann Elizabeth, came to the School in 
1851. In the following year an entirely new 
school was built by Sir Charles !sham adjoining 
the old, and this is the building still occupied 
by the School (see Plate II). By an Indenture 
dated 18 August, 1860, Sir Charles conveyed 
to the Churchwardens of Lamport under the 
School Sites Act the additional piece of land on 
which he had built the new schoo1.7 This con-. 
sisted of one large room for the older children, 
and one smaller room for the infants (this room 
is now used for school meals). Presumably the 
original building of 1775 was too small to 
continue as both the schoolroom and the 
Master's house, even with the brick extension. 
Whether Graves himself had any hand in plan
ning the new school is not known: it is more 
likely that the Trustees had already planned 
such a building and the prospect of new 
premises was one of the factors which led 
Graves to accept the post. Fred Howard, whose 
memoirs have already been referred to, gives a 
good description of the new building, as it was 
in Graves's time: · 

'We thought that we were very fortunate in 
Lamport and Hanging Houghton School. It was, 
we believed, a long way ahead of the neighbouring 

6 Further Report of the Commissioners for inquiring 
concerning charities, 1825 (copy in N.R.O.). 

7 The original Indenture has survived. See also 
County of Northampton, Endowed Charities ( Elemen
tary Education), Board of Education, 1906. 
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PLATE I. 
The original charity school and teachers' house at 
Hanging Houghton. The school-room was probably 
to the right of the door on the ground floor, the brick 
wall which now divides it being a later insertion. The 
inscription over the door reads : 'This Charity School 
founded & endowed by the will of Sir Edmund 
Isham Bart. for the Boys and Girls of Lamport & 

Houghton. MDCCLXXV'. 

schools, both in construction and position, and had 
a splendid playground and plenty of nice trees 
around and great space for games. The desks [in 
the princip~l room] were arranged in three main 
rows, with divisions made by the drawing of eight
foot deep red curtains hung on iron brackets and 
reaching the full depth of the class. The heating 
arrangement was provided by a large boiler placed 
at the back of the central fire on the south side of 
the school, from which were carried water pipes
one flow and return-round the school as far as 
they could be taken, and that was to the entrance 
door . . . The infants school lay through a door at 
the south side, and the seating was provided by a 
tier of three wooden benches like solid boxes on 
which you could kick your heels and make a good 
hubbub. The top bench of the tier had the advan
tage of a good look-out of the window. This room 

. also served for the girls' sewing, knitting, and 
mending class, on~ afternoon a week.' 

It seems from this description that Mrs. 
Graves was in charge of the infants class and 
the girls' needlework-a common arrangement. 
In 1852 the Master and Mistress were allowed 
an additional annual payment of £5 for coals, 
and four years later the following interesting 
memorandum is noted in the account book: 

'The Trustees considering it advantageous to 
the School that the Master should attend the 
Schoolmasters Association once a Year so as to 
learn the system pursued by others and confer 
with them on the best plan of Education agree to 
present him with £2 as a donation towards defray
ing the expences.' 

PLATE Il. 
The school built at Hanging Houghton by Sir Charles 
Isham in 1852 at a cost of £700 and with accommo
dation for 80 children. The school is now a voluntary 
aided primary school and there are at present 15 

pupils taught by Mrs. M. E. Latimer. 

This was signed by Sir Charles !sham and 
Robert !sham, the Rector (his first cousin). The 
accounts show that £2 was in fact paid to 
Graves in July 1856, and similar payments are 
noted in 1858, 1859 and 1861. This is the only 
reflection in the School's surviving records of 
Graves's growing activity in the sphere of pro
fessional associations. He had joined the North
ampton Teachers' Association (then known as 
the Northampton and Northamptonshire 
Church Schoolmasters and Schoolmistresses 
Association) during his first year at Hanging 
Houghton, which was, as a later writer re
marked, 'really a plucky thing to do, because it 
involved journeys afoot from the meetings to 
his home along seven miles of the dreariest and 
darkest road in Northamptonshire'.8 The Asso
ciation, which was supported by clergy as well 
as lay teachers, had been founded in 1846 and 
met monthly for lectures and demonstration 
lessons. Their Annual Meetings were reported 
in the Northampton Herald from 1857 onwards. 
In 1860, it was reported that the Association 
had a library, from which pupil-teachers were 
allowed to borrow books on payment of a 
shilling a year. It was also reported that Graves 
had ·given a lecture on 'Teaching Grammar',9 

8 Obituary notice, op. cit. 
9 Northampton Herald, 16 June 1860. 
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and in the following year on 'Teaching Reading' 
and 'The Progress of Civilization in England'. 
The report of the Annual Meeting of 1861 
includes a useful summary of the aims of the 
Association: 

'During the 15 years the association had been in 
existence, great changes had taken place, and were 
still taking place, in the modes of education, and 
one great object of the society was fulfilled when, 
month after month, members were informed of 
such changes and fraternally reminded of the 
importance of their work, and that the weal of 
future generations was in great measure dependent 
upon the fidelity with which their duties were dis
charged. But a few years ago, teachers were an 
isolated class, shut out from intercourse with each 
other, with few means of self-culture, until 
societies like that were called into existence, 
supplying a desideratum by which all classes of 
teachers might receive benefit. ' 10 

A similar association had been started in 
W ellingborough and seems to have covered the 
Thrapston and Oundle areas as well. In 1861 
Graves addressed their Annual Meeting on the 
subject of 'Elementary Education-Past, Pre
sent and Future'. The report of his speech 
includes the following interesting passage: 

'Now although a great and glorious work has 
been accomplished, yet the onward march of 
education has been, and is still, retarded by the 
carelessness of parents, poverty, and the demands 
for juvenile labour. The chief defects in the present 
government scheme were stated to be-l. That the 
grants are but partially offered; 2. That the poorest 
schools get no aid at all; 3. That it has failed to 
keep children at school longer than they used to 
be; 4. That, while there is a good beginning, there 
is no provision made for continuing it when they 
leave school. ... The old monitorial system11 could 
never again exist, but still there must be a limit to 
the influx of certified teachers ... There were now 
9,000 certified teac;hers and the country required 
18,000. There were also about 15,000 young per
sons preparing for the office of teacher. To check 
this overwhelming number, their training should 
now be left to the voluntary principle, 12 as in other 
professions .... Non-certified teachers ought to be 
allowed to sit for certificates of merit.13 Schools 
generally should be inspected . . . As to scholars, 
[the] proposition that no child under 12 years 
should be regularly employed unless he can write 
and read was strongly recommended. . .. To 
continue education after leaving the day-school, 

10 Ibid., 8 June 1861. 
11 The system introduced by Bell and Lancaster, 

under which the teaching was done by senior pupils. 
12 i.e. without the government grants which had 

been available since 1846. 
13 i.e. the schoolmaster's certificate, which was 

awarded with certain degrees of merit. See illustration 
facing p. 24 of Tropp, op. cit. Serving teachers could 
qualify only under very stringent conditions. 

evening schools should be generally established, 
to which the children should be admitted on their 
leaving the day-school. Day-school work should be 
varied by popular lectures, singing classes, cricket 
matches etc., in all of which the sympathy and co
operation of the clergy was absolutely necessary.'14 

This shows that Graves took a broad and 
liberal view of education, except perhaps in his 
desire to restrict the supply of certificated 
teachers. Graves later modified his views when 
the 1870 Act increased the demand for teachers, 
and he consistently held that new entrants to 
the profession should be certificated. His view 
tha~ training should be left to the 'voluntary 
principle' was not as unenlightened as we may 
think today-it may be argued that it was in 
fact a source of weakness in the teaching pro
fession, · compared with other professions, that 
entry, training and certification were controlled 
by the government and not by the profession 
itself. He was also a pioneer in his advocacy of 
evening schools. In 1861 it was reported in the 
Northampton Herald that 'night schools' were 
spreading rapidly in Northamptonshire, and we 
shall see that Graves was himself conducting a 
night school at Lamport at any rate between 
1867 and 1873. The reference to the clergy is 
also significant-Graves was a staunch opponent 
of proposals to secularize education, though he 
was no supporter of narrow sectarianism. 

What is particularly worthy of note is the 
statesmanlike review of the educational system 
of the day and the· appreciation of its limitations 
and potentialities. Indeed, as we shall see from 
other reports of Graves's work among teachers, 
one finds few references to the more usual 
points raised by elementary school teach~rs at 
this time-the wretched salaries, low social 
status and so on. Graves was, of course, aware 
of this side of the question, as · were others 
holding educational responsibility. In 1860 the 
Rev. C. Daymond, Principal of Peterborough 
Training College, stated that 'school teachers 
are confessedly in the class of underpaid 
labourers'/5 and this was taken up by an un
certificated teacher, who wrote to the North
ampton Herald under the signature 'An Un
proved Incompetent of the Government', a 
reference to the fact that government grant was 
not usually available to schools lacking a certi
ficated teacher. He referred bitterly to the low 
salaries, extraneous duties and lack of prospects 

14 Northampton Herald, 30 March 1861. 
15 Ibid., 3 March 1860 (his italics). 
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which the elementary school teacher had to 
endure.16 

Such outbursts (justified as they no doubt 
were) seem to be rare in Graves's speeches and 
letters. But, as a later writer noted, 'confirmed 
Tory as he was, he believed in the betterment 
of his class: the elementary school teacher' Y It 
was this basic drive that led Graves to extend 
his interest beyond Northamptonshire. He saw 
that Parliament was playing an increasingly 
important part in education, and that teachers 
must be strong enough to put pressure upon 
the government of the day. To do this, they 
must combine. In 1853, Graves attended a 
conference in Shaftesbury Hall, London, which 
aimed at forming a general association of 
teachers, but religious controversy broke out 
and the Church of England teachers (the great 
majority at this time) formed their own 'General 
Associated Body of Church Schoolmasters in 
England and Wales', usually abbreviated to the 
A.B.C.S.18 This new national association almost 
broke up in 1855, when the Northampton 
Association, led apparently by Graves, adopted 
resolutions in favour of admitting clergymen as 
members and officials of the A.B.C.S. The 
proposal was discussed at the Annual Meeting 
of the A.B.C.S. in 1856 and finally turned down. 
Graves must have bowed to the will of the 
majority, for in 1857 he became secretary of 
the A.B.C.S.19 This was, of course, an unpaid, 
spare-time post, and no doubt explains the 
grants towards expenses given by the Trustees 
of the School. 

A more serious crisis in the affairs of the 
A.B.C.S.-and indeed of the provincial asso
ciations-occurred in the years 1861-2. In 1861 
a new Government Minute introduced a 'Re
vised Code' and the system of 'payment by 
results', which made the grant available to 
elementary schools solely dependent on average 
attendance and proficiency in the three Rs. 
This, it is generally agreed, led to a severe 
restriction of the elementary school curriculum 
and to an over-rigorous system of government 
inspection of schools. Certificated teachers were 
particularly incensed because the government 
now stopped the additional payments which the 
possession of a certificate had since 1846 entitled 
such teachers to claim. In November, 1861, a 

16 Ibid., 17 March 1860. 
17 Obituary notice, op. cit. 
18 Ibid. 
19 Further details in Tropp, op. cit., 52-3. 

meeting of leading clergy and other influential 
persons was held at the George Hotel, North
ampton, to consider the new Education Minute 
and passed a resolution condemning the pro
posed changes. 20 A few days later, a Mr. H. 
Dale wrote to the Herald supporting the new 
Minute, to which Graves replied as follows :21 

THE EDUCATION MINUTE. 
TO THE EDITOR 

OF THE NORTHAMPTON HERALD. 
Lamport, Nov. 14, 1861. 

Sir,-I am sorry to be obliged to correct a 
statement in the letter of Mr. Dale in last Satur
day's Herald. He says, "Judging from the re
marks made by a schoolmaster who addressed the 
meeting," (viz., that at the George, on the New 
Education Minute) "it is the standard for reading 
that is considered so ridiculously high, for he 
expressly mentioned it as an absurd idea that 
children should be expected to read a passage in 
the 'Times' with all the long hard words which 
would be sure to be found in it." As I was the 
only schoolmaster who addressed the meeting the 
above remark must apply to me. I beg, therefore, 
distinctly to say that I never expressed any opinion 
at all with regard to the requirements of any of the 
four groups into which it is ·proposed to collect 
children for examination, excepting only the 
lowest; and I did say, and I repeat it, that it is an 
absurd idea to propose to examine children under 
seven years of age in any school subject; that 'it 
would be better were they occupied in developing 
their physical powers, than with being "crammed" 
with reading, writing, and arithmetic; and that the 
person who could propose examining the infants 
of our schools in these subjects must be very 
unreasonable, or grossly ignorant of the condition 
of elementary schools in general. Some such 
remark as that alluded to was made, but not by me, 
and it was added that it might chance that the 
"leader" chosen for the children to read might be 
on such a captivating subject as the foreign policy 
of Lord Palmerston, or the fiscal regulations of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. I am in daily 
correspondence with schoolmasters from all parts 
of the country on this very subject, and I have not 
yet met with one teacher who has asserted that the 
standard set up by the new code is unreasonably 
high-no teacher of ability would say so. The 
point with them is not the standard, but the in
ability to make all children of the same age 
(regardless of everything else) equal in point of 
attainment, which the code demands; and I will 
defy any man-clergyman, schoolmaster (trained 
or untrained), or anybody else-to produce results 
when they have no opportunity to bring means to 
work-to teach children when they do not come 
to school. If children come to school regularly
not one week in four only-any diligent teacher 
may teach them to read, write, and work sums, if 
not after the most scientific methods. But when 

20 Northampton Herald, 9 Nov. 1861. 
21 Ibid., 14 Nov. 1861. 
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half the children attend only half the school time, 
no person ought to expect so much as if they 
attended regularly. 

Schoolmasters are on their trial, and the public, 
unless they hear both sides of the question, are 
apt to be swayed by what the speaking party says, 
and when they hear such charges as inefficiency 
brought against the teachers of schools, they are 
almost sure to say, " What are they fit for?" The 
Royal Commissioners, after examining a part of 
England, say, "Reading, writing, and arithmetic 
are not taught practically."22 The new code, in
deed, repeats this charge. With your permission, 
Sir, I will show that there is no substantial ground 
for this charge, and show how even what little 
foundation there is may be removed. I am not a 
certificated master, and my school is not open to 
inspection, and, therefore, I am not interested, 
pecuniarily or otherwise by the code. The reports 
of her Majesty's inspectors (the very men employed 
to ascertain whether these subjects are taught) for 
1860-61 state (in table No. 2, p. 7) the following 
results of inspection :-7,894 schools were inspec
ted during the year. In 7,508 reading is the 
subject of a report. Of these about 89 per cent. 
were taught excellently, well, or fairly; 11 per cent. 
moderately; and about t per cent. imperfectly. In 
writing, of 7,486 schools, 91 per cent. were taught 
excellently, well, or fairly; 9 per cent. moderately; 
and less than one-fifth per cent. imperfectly. Of 
arithmetic, it is said that in 7,459 schools it was 
taught excellently, well, or fairly in 83! per cent.; 
imperfectly in 1! per cent.; and moderately in 15 
per cent. Is there here any proof of neglect of 
duty? Then place side by side with these facts 
one or two more. We are told on good authority 
that 41! per cent. of our scholars do not remain at 
school for one year, and that 64 per cent. do not 
remain two years : also, that 40 per cent. attend 
not more than 70 days in a year on an average. 
Let reasonable men judge whether schoolmasters 
are altogether to be blamed for the defects in the 
reading, writing, and arithmetic of her Majesty's 
subjects. Now for the real cause: the Royal 
Commissioners say, " While inspection quickens 
the intellectual activity and raises the condition of 
the whole school, the inspectors are tempted to 
attend to the state of the upper more than of the 
junior classes in schools, and to estimate the whole 
school accordingly." If the teachers do neglect 
the lower classes, it is the inspectors' fault. Why 
don't they enquire, in the lower as well as the 
upper classes, what the teachers have been doing? 
Let the blame rest on the proper parties. Let the 
inspectors enquire as minutely into the condition 
of the lower classes as they do into that of the 
upper, and there will be no cause to find fault with 
teachers for not teaching the three" R's," or doing 
"grinding" work. I could say more, but forbear. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. GRAVES. 

Again, one notices the statesmanlike grasp of 
the real factors in the situation-the lack of 

2z A reference to The Report of the Commissioners 
to inquire into the State of Popular Education in 
England, 1861. 

regular attendance, the early age which children 
left school, and so on-all backed up with 
detailed facts. The controversy continued 
throughout the country, but in spite of the 
objections, the Revised Code (in a slightly 
modified form) was introduced in 1862. This 
was a time of real crisis for the teachers' asso
ciations. As Graves later said: 

'the fetters were put upon the teachers. The 
teachers were defeated in 1861 and 1862. And 
what was the consequence? The members left the 
poor old officers in the lurch; they owed a few 
pounds, and the officers had to stump up, out of 
their own pockets.' 23 

He spoke with feeling, for he had been 
obliged to pay out of his own pocket a bill for 
£40 incurred in printing a pamphlet on behalf 
of the teachers.24 In 1863 Graves resigned the 
secretaryship of the A.B.C.S., which, like the 
other teachers' associations, went into temp
orary decline. But he did not give up. A few 
stalwarts, Graves among them, continued to 
plan for a national association. He resumed the 
post of secretary of the A.B.C.S. in 1866, and 
worked hard to build it up once more. In 1867 
he wrote an article in a periodical called The 
Museum expressing the view that, given the 
religious controversies of the time, it would be 
wise to concentrate on an Anglican association. 25 

But, as public and parliamentary interest in 
education grew, so there came about a rap
prochement between the Anglican and Non
conformist teachers. They had learnt their 
lesson from the events of 1861 and 1862, when 
a divided profession had been defeated by the 
government. Inter-denominational meetings of 
teachers were held and a unified policy adopted 
towards the major proposals which were finally 
incorporated into Forster's Education Act of 
1870. That year also saw the first conference of 
the National Union of Elementary Teachers, 
with Graves as its first President. His presi
dential address, as we shall see, shows that 
Graves was now speaking for the whole body of 
elementary school teachers on truly national 
issues.26 

It is in many ways surprising that, having 
achieved national eminence at the early age of 

23 Quoted in obituary notice, op. cit., where the date 
given for this speech (1861) is clearly a mistake. 

24 Ibid. 
25 Tropp, op. cit., 101. 
26 The speech is summarized in Tropp, op. cit., 

110-111. Graves later printed the full text (see Part 
II of article). 
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38, Graves was content to remain the master of 
a small country school. It is true that in 1871 
he applied for the post of secretary to the newly
formed School Board at Northampton,27 and 
he may have made other attempts to leave 
Hanging Houghton. He was not, as we saw, a 
certificated master and this no doubt restricted 
his choice. He was also, it seems, an essentially 
modest man. At the time of his death in 1903, 
one who knew him well referred to a passage in 
his presidential address of 1870, in which 
Graves had asked 'What is the use of men 
sighing and pining for elevated society-for the 
company of squires and clergy-if they are not 
fitted for it?'. The later writer added this 
comment: 

'It was this attitude that was perhaps the leading 
trait of Mr. Graves : he always touched his hat, as 
it were, to the superiors of the village, the clergy
man and the squire. To him, the village school
master was a dependent, or retainer, of the squire 
or parson, or both; not a gentleman ainong gentle
men. This it was, perhaps, more than anything 
else, that kept Mr. Graves for 50 years at the little 
school at Hanging Houghton. He was too defer
ential, too susceptible of the limitations of his early 
training, too conscious, as he himself said, that his 
equipment was not so good as the normal teacher, 
and that he never reached it, strive as he might. 
This accounts for the absence of incidents in his 
later biography. He worked simply for teachers; 
and though his long residence in the place practic
ally compelled his taking some public duties, he 
never sought such honours. They fell to him by 
virtue of his long standing. Of his work among 
teachers Hanging Houghton knew little and 
suspected less. ' 28 

This view is presumably based, at least in 
part, on a passage in Graves's presidential 
address of 1870, when he said: 'I advocate the 
training and thorough education of the young 
schoolmaster at College. If left till afterwards, 
it will never be done ... I feel rather strongly on 
this matter, because I have experienced the 
want of a thorough education drill myself. I 
was young when I took charge of a school, and 
not properly prepared for the work, and I have 
been all my life long trying to overtake the 
march of progress, and have never quite reached 
it'. This capacity to admit facts frankly is surely 
to be counted as a virtue in Graves. The oppor
tunities for attending a Training College were 
very limited when Graves was a young man
in fact he was almost certainly brought up in 
the monitorial tradition then prevalent. But, 

27 Obituary notice, op. cit. 
28 Ibid. 

once training facilities became more widespread, 
he saw the advantages of systematic training for 
teaching. Perhaps a more likely reason why he 
remained at Hanging Houghton School was 
that, largely through lack of paper qualifica
tions, he was unable to find promotion else
where. Yet, in spite of his manifest abilities and 
probable disappointment at lack of promotion, 

· he continued without apparent bitterness to 
work for children and teachers for another 
thirty years. 

It is against this background of Graves's 
important work in promoting a united profes
sional association that we need to see the record 
of his career at the Hanging Houghton School. 
The account book gives evidence of a long
drawn-out struggle by Graves to improve the 
salary received by him and his wife. This still 
remained at £45 (£30 for the Master and £15 
for the Mistress), plus £5 for coals, and Graves 
must have been financially very hard pressed. 
Perhaps family considerations also played their 
part, for the church registers record that a son, 
Robert Anthony, was baptized at Lamport 
Church on 20 August, 1854. (Another son, 
named John James like his father, was baptized 
on 1 March, 1857, but he was buried seven days 
later.) It appears that, as was usual in such 
cases, Graves· was able to charge fees to pupils 
coming from outside Lamport and Hanging 
Houghton. But in 1859 the number of such 
children had temporarily fallen off, and Graves 
appealed to the Trustees for a further increase 
in salary. His letter (part of which is reproduced 
as Plate Ill) is of considerable interest, since it 
shows his views on the social position which he 
considered it necessary for a schoolmaster to 
maintain. It is respectful yet dignified, and may 
lead the reader to modify the earlier opinion 
that Graves regarded himself merely as a re-
tainer. 

Hanging Houghton. 
March 19th, 1859. 

To the Trustees of Lamport Charity. 
Gentlemen, 

You are perhaps aware that for the last 9 months, 
in consequence of the breaking out of fever at 
Houghton, and other causes over which I had no 
control, the number of children attending my 
school has been greatly diminished, and this en
tirely from those coming from other parishes, and 
from whom I have been in receipt of payment. 
The number thus lost is about 12; and this loss of 
scholars has considerably reduced my income, so 
that I have now very little more than the regular 
endowment to support my family upon, which I 
find quite insufficient to maintain it as respectably 
as I ought: I am, therefore, impelled, though with 
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great reluctance, to ask if an increase could not be 
made to my salary. 

These are the points I would respectfully submit 
for your consideration:-
1. My income, in consequence of the circum
stances above mentioned, is decreased on the 
average of the 5 years previous to June last, nearly 
£20 per annum. 
2. The salary paid by the Trustees is, alone, 
insufficient to maintain any person with a family in 
that degree of respectability which his calling and 
station in life demand and which he is expected by 
all to keep up: for £30-my own salary-about 
11 /6 per week, little if any more than the generality 
of farm labourers receive, and certainly not enough 
to do it: The £15 allowed for the mistress I have 
been unable to derive much benefit from, because 
of being necessitated to keep some one to attend 
to my family, who, perhaps, might have been 
dispensed with had our school not been detached 
from the house as formerly. I have, however, found 
it necessary to do this in order to properly discharge 
the duties of the situation. 
3. While holding this situation, I am cut off from 
all professional advancement. This is because the 
school has an endowment for its maintenance. I 
canriot obtain from the Committee of Council, a 
Certificate of Merit, and without it, to say nothing 
of the pecuniary advantages accompanying it, it is 
almost useless to attempt to obtain a situation 
worth trying for. I have three times applied to be 
allowed to sit for examination, but have been as 
many times refused permission to do so. Had I 
had this requisite I might at this moment have 
been in receipt of an income of £130 a year. 

I hope Gentlemen, you will not think me 
impertinent in thus explicitly stating the above 
circumstances: but I felt it necessary to do so: I 
have now held this office 8 years, and I trust I have 
been able during that period to discharge my 
duties satisfactorily, as I can conscientiously say I 
have endeavoured to do. I have no desire to remove 
from my present situation, and were I to do so, it 
would be with great regret, experiencing as I have 
often done many kindnesses at your hands, and 
for which I should be very ungrateful were I ever 
to forget them; yet, and I have no doubt you will 
think with me, so long as I have others depending 
on me for support, it is a duty incumbent on me 
to endeavour to do my best to maintain them in 
that station in which our lot is cast. 

In conclusion, allow me, Gentlemen, to ask you 
to take this application into your most favourable 
consideration. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your Obedient Servant, 

John J. Graves. 

The account book shows that the joint salary 
was raised to £60 p.a. from · April, 1859. No 
doubt the decision of the Trustees was in
fluenced by the fact that the charity account 
had an increasing credit balance, accumulated 
from previous years: in 1856 there was £42.18.0 
in hand, and this had grown to £104.1.3 by 
1859. A study of the accounts leads one to the 
conclusion that Graves had been working hard 

to achieve this favourable balance. In 1856 
£10.0.7 had been spent on sundry items of 
repairs and replacements and £3.3.6 on books 
and stationery. But between 1857 and 1861 
nothing at all was spent on repairs and an 
average of only £1.18.6 a year on books. This 
low level of expenditure could not continue 
indefinitely: in 1862, £5.17.6 was spent on 
books, £3 on repairs and £5 on paying a Mrs. 
Cooper for cleaning the school during the pre
vious four years. It is clear from the accounts 
that Graves's pressure for an increased salary 
continued after 1862, even though expenditure 
on repairs and books had resumed its normal 
level. In 1864 the joint salary was raised t0 
£70 p.a. and from 1867 to 1873 Graves received 
an extra £5 a year for taking an adult evening 
class during the winter months. Finally, in 1873 
the joint salary was raised to £100 p.a., which 
it remained until 1896, when the account book 
comes to an end. 

This story of gradual increases in salary could 
easily be misinterpreted. Graves cannot be 
blamed for pressing for increased remuneration 
for himself and his wife, nor was even the £100 
finally achieved over-generous in comparison 
with salary levels at that time. These varied 
considerably from place to place, for there was 
of course no national scale in force at this date. 
In 1861 the Newcastle Commission found that 
the average salaries received by a sample of 
teachers were £94 for certificated masters (£62 
for the uncertificated) and £62 for certificated 
mistresses (£34 for the uncertificated). These 
figures were probably an over-estimate, for as 
late as 1892 the average salaries received by 
certificated masters and mistresses in Church 
schools were £67 and £47 respectively, though · 
heads of schools received more. 29 

Equally, however, it would be wrong . to 
interpret these years of pressure by Graves for 
an increased salary as characterised by undue 
parsimony on the part of the Trustees. They 
had charge of a small, fixed endowment at a 
time of major expansion in the whole field of 
elementary education. Forster's great Education 
Act of 1870 had introduced the conception of 
universal elementary education, and the ex
penditure on the Hanging Houghton School 
was growing steadily quite apart from the 
increases in salary paid to the Master and 
Mistress. It is probable that the number of 

29 Tropp, op. cit., ·39n, 133n. 
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children at the school was also growing, espec
ially after 1870. Fred Howard tells. us that there 
were 72 on the roll when he left in 1880, but 
the absence of log books prevents us from giving 
figures over a period of time. The growing 
popularity of the School i~ apparent from this 
passage in one of Howard's letters: 

'Lamport and Hanging Houghton School was 
so well thought of with such a learned master as 
Mr. Graves that scholars came from all the villages 
in the neighbourhood. Two or three used to ride 
ponies to school and stable them [in the village] ... 
Some of the boys that came to school from away 

demand for elementary education and a growing 
number of pupils attracted to the School by an 
outstanding schoolmaster? The School had 
been founded as a charity school with a fixed 
annual income of £66 to provide free education 
for poor children in two small Northampton
shire villages, yet, as Howard testifies, the 
position had now been transformed, with 
children (including more prosperous farmers' 
sons) flocking in from the surrounding villages. 

There was one obvious source of additional 

PLATE Ill. 
The last page of the letter addressed to the Trustees by J. J. Graves on 

19th March, 1859 (quoted in full in the article). 

were quite big fellows. I well remember one from 
Walgrave ... [and others from] Brixworth ... 
Old ... Maidwell ... Draughton ... and farmers' 
sons from Scaldwell, not to mention the outlying 
lodges at Cottesbrook, Hazelbeach and Bluebury. 
No wonder the school was so full!' 

This rapid expansion under the vigorous 
leadership of Graves was clearly beyond the 
limited financial resources of the School. Until 
1866 the increased expenditure on the School 

· had been met out of the accumulated credit 
balance. But after that date the account was 
overdrawn each year, and by a steadily increas
ing amount-from £15.19.11 in 1866 to 
£162.14.11 in 1873. What could the Trustees 
do1 faced with this situation of an increasing 

finance, and that was government grant, which 
had been available to Church schools from 
1833, when Parliament made its first grant of 
public funds to the voluntary societies. Capita
tion grants became available after 1853, but 
only a minority of schools qualified for them. 
Normally, a grant was not payable unless the 
school had a certificated master and was willing 
to submit to inspection by H.M. Inspectors. 
Lamport School, like the great majority of 
village schools in Northamptonshire, did not 
become eligible for grant until after the condi
tions had been relaxed following the 1870 
Education Act. Graves, as we saw, was himself 
a supporter both of government grant and 
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inspection. He may well have felt, especially as 
the number of pupils increased, that the only 
way forward was for the School to apply for 
help from the government. At any rate, the 
School account book shows that grant was 
claimed from 1873 onwards, and increased from 
£35 in 1873 to £74.13.6 in 1895/6. 

One other possibility of increased funds 
existed, and that was to charge all the pupils 
fees. Again, the period after 1870 was the turn
ing point, for in 1874 'school pence' amounting 
to £20.8.0 were collected for the first time. 
These were apparently collected from all the 
children, even those living in Hanging Hough
ton and Lamport. Fred Howard (who lived in 
Houghton) tells us that the fees varied from 
Id. to 3d. per week, depending on age. School 
pence brought in about £20 a year until 1891, 

when the Elementary Education Act of that 
year made it possible for elementary schools to 
abolish fees and claim a 'fee grant' from the 
government instead. 

In this way, the Trustees were able to curb 
the over-spending on the School: the debit 
balance declined from £162.14.11 in 1873 to 
£71.8.10 in 1895/6. But this had been done at 
the cost of abrogating the original scheme of 
the Founder and of increased dependence on 
public funds. Still greater dependence was to 
come after the passing of the 1902 Education 
Act, which made it possible for voluntary 
schools to be maintained out of the rates. The 
price paid was public representation on the 
managing body and increased· control by the 
Board of Education and the Local Educa~ion 
Authority. 

MALCOLM SEABORNE Leicester University 

GYLES !SHAM Lamport Hall 

(Part 11 of this article, describing in more detail the career of Graves from about 1870 to his death in 
1903, will be published in the next issue of Northamptonshire Past and Present) 

CORRIGENDUM. Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. Ill, No. 6, pp. 274-5. 

John Barnwell Over was not, as stated in the article "A Poem by John Clare" the founder 
of Over's well-known bookshop. He was a cousin of Mr. George E. Over who took over the 
bookshop in Market Place, Rugby, from Mr. A. J. Lawrence. 

The shop in the Market Place has been used as a bookshop since the early Nineteenth 
Century, passing through various owners' hands. In about 1830 the business was owned by 
Coombe and Crossley, then passed to Crossley, from Crossley to Billingham and then to Lawrence, 
and finally in 1912 to George Over. George Over formed a Limited Company in 1923. 

The Rugby Press of which George Over was very proud, published a number of books in 
·che early 1900's of which "Poems by John Clare" was perhaps the most important. This was 
published in 1901 there being two editions, a large paper edition limited to 30 copies, and an 
octavo edition. The book was entitled: "Poems by John Clare. Selected and Introduced by 
Norman Gale (Author of"A Country Muse" &c. &c) with a Bibliography by C. Ernest Smith". 
This book is one of the bibliographical rarities among Clare publications. Two copies of the large 
paper edition and one of the normal edition are in the possession of Mr. C. J. Harris, a Director 
of George Over, Ltd. who has kindly supplied the above information. Apologies are expressed 
to Mr. J. C. Brown who was not responsible for the original error, and to George Over Ltd. 

Mr. Brown also points out that in the fourth line of the poem "Spring Violets" the text 
should read "Thy loved companions" and not "My loved companions",as printed. 
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Everyone starts the day better 
with a square meal. Golden, 
delicious W eetabix and milk 
gives you the goodness of a 
cooked breakfast-without the 
cooking. All the nourishment 
of whole wheat with its protein 
and energy value, plus added 
vitamins and iron. Every day 
of the year, start the family off 
with two crisp W eetabix and 
milk-for square-meal nourish
ment! 

Weetabix 
GIVES SQUARE-MEAl NOURISHMENT 

Over 30 shops in Northamptonshire 
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STONE 
will enhance the BEAUTY of YOUR HOME & GARDEN 

Telephone 
2113 & 3895 Consult 

W. T. COX & CO. LTD. 
Stone Merchants & Masons 

St. Peter's Avenue Kettering 

BUILDINGS OR REPAIRS 
OF ALL KINDS UNDERTAKEN 

Stone Fireplaces a Speciality-supplied or fixed complete 

TERRAZZO TILES, PAVING & PRECAST PRODUCTS 
supplied and cut to size 

Architectural & Monumental Lettering & Carving 

Ensure your Future 
with 
THE EXPRESS LIFT COMPANY LIMITED 

* Continuative work of National importance 

·* Large expansion programme with new factory extensions 

* Training given to inexperienced but enthusiastic applicants 

* Call and see our ideal working conditions 

* Canteen facilities, sickness and retirement schemes 

* Sports and Social Club 

Vacancies of all types in our Workshops and Offices Call, write or telephone 

THE PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT, ABBEY WORKS, WEEDON ROAD, NORTHAMPTON 
Northampton 51221 
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GATES AND STONE PIERS 

THE County Council of Northamptonshire recently gave a grant to help restoration of the 
magnificent gates at Marston Trussell Hall, and a photograph of these gates forms the centre 
of our cover design of this year's Northamptonshire Past and Present. The gates show the Lion 
Rampant of the family of Norwich of Brampton, and were probably erected by . *Sir Erasmus 
Norwich, the 3rd baronet, who succeeded his father, Sir Roger, in 1691. He got into financial 
difficulties, and Brampton had to be sold to the Duchess of Marlborough. On 9 April 1712 
Sir Robert Clerke wrote to Sir Justinian I sham, 4th baronet, "The Under Sheriff is this day gone 
with his myrmidons to seize and take possession of Sir Erasmus Norwich his estate, even 'the 
very Parke". Sir William Norwich, the 4th and last baronet, died a bachelor at Market Harborough 

KELMARSH HALL; LODGES AND GATES 

in 1741. His sister Arabella, to whom administration of Sir William's goods was granted, married 
in 1738, Henry Barwell of Marston Trussell, and the Barwells moved the gates to Marston from 
Brampton, when the house there was pulled down. They are very fine examples oflate 17th century 
ironwork, and the gate piers with their urns are of equal splendour. 

Quite a romantic story attaches to the newly-erected gates and Lodges at Kelmarsh Hall, 

* The gates contain initials "E.N." which indicate that Sir Erasmus put the gates up soon after he succeeded 
to the property. 
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which travellers on the road from Northampton to Market Harborough will see. In 1778 James 
Wyatt designed these gates for Mr. Hanbury of Kelmarsh, but for some reason or other they 
were never erected. The design, however, was preserved, and lay for many years perdu at the 
Northampton Public Library, where they did not escape the perceptive eye of Mr. Bruce Bailey. 
He showed them to Sir Gyles !sham, who had them photographed, and sent a copy to Colonel 
Claude Lancaster, the present possessor of Kelmarsh, who has done so much to restore the Hall 
to the state it was in, when first erected for the Hanburys by James Gibbs. Colonel Lancaster 
decided to put the gates up, since not every owner possessed a signed design by Wyatt for a 
special position. The result is very gratifying, and, as will be seen from Mr. Bailey's photograph, 
entirely in keeping with their surroundings. Gibbs and Wyatt span the 18th century, and are now 
in happy partnership at Kelmarsh. 

G.I. 

}AMES WYATT'S DESIGN FOR KELMARSH 

BRADLAUGH AND THE BISHOP 
21 October, 1874. 

".Speaking of the sad fact that seventeen hundred men in Northampton voted for Bradlaugh, 
[the B1shop of Peterborough, Dr. Magee] said that this was to be chiefly accounted for by the bad 
hands into which two of the chief parishes of the town had fallen-men who had been there twenty 
years and had done nothing-and 'the worst part is' he added 'that I as Bishop can do nothing!'". 

From The Journal of Lady Knightley of Fawsley, 
1915, p. 267. 
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BERYL BEAUTY SALONS 
at 

• - • 14 St. Giles' Street 
Providing a 

Tel. 35696 
For those who 

Complete 248 W ellingborough Road have regular 
permanent waving 

Hair & Beauty Tel. 35875 and setting 
Service 

162 Birchfield Road East 
throughout the year 

from cutting to we have originated 
Tel. 31307 a rather 

permanent interesting service 

waving-from in association with showing a 

eyebrow shaping 
considerable saving 

DOUGLAS -may we send 
to electrolysis you details? 

of Castilian Street 
• Tel. 36017 • 

The treatment or permanent waving of difficult hair particularly invited 

A.R.&W 

CLEAVER 
THIS FAMILIAR NAME MEANS SERVICE TO 
YOU AND YOUR BUILDER 

Cleavers move ahead of the times. In 112 years we have grown from a small shop in 
Northampton to one of Britain's foremost Builders' Merchants, serving the trade 
and public alike. The same personal attention remains; see for yourself by calling 
into our fine new Lower Harding Street showrooms. Time-pressed? Cleavers stay 
open all ·day Saturday ... and 
there's ample parking space too. 

LOWER HARDING ST. 
(off Grafton Street) 

NORTHAMPTON 

Branches throughout the Midlands 
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THE COLES GROUP 
THE LARGEST PRIVATE 'GROUP OF SHOE 
MANUFACTURERS IN THE MIDLANDS 

Specialists and Originators of Fashion Footwear for Men 

BURTON LATIMER, KETTERING, NORTHANTS, ENGLAND 

Phone: Burton Latimer ~~~6 (5 lines) 

TIMSONS , LIMITED 
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ROTARY PRINTING MACHINES 

Presses made in 

KETTERING 
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