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OBITUARY 

By the death on March 28th, 1965, of Mrs. 
W. T. Mellows of Peterborough at the age of 
81, the Record Society has lost both a generous 
benefactor and an honorary member of many 
years standing. She was the widow of William 
Thomas Mellows, one of Peterborough's most 
distinguished sons, who was a founder member 
and chairman of our Society, and editor of six 
of its volumes. 

Beatrice Mellows was the daughter ofWilliam 
Pitt" Solicitor, of Clifton, Bristol. . She was 
educated privately and at Bristol University, 
then, deciding to enter the nursing profession, 
she came to Peterborough Infirmary for her 
training. Her marriage to Mr. Mellows, then a 
partner in the well-known firm of Peterborough 
solicitors of that name, took place at Clifton in 
1907. A son, born ten years later, died in early 
childhood, but in 1920 another son) Anthony, 
the joy and pride of their lives, was born, and 
the next 20 years were a period of great happi
ness. The family firm prospered; Tony did 
brilliantly at school and college; a move was 
made from Thorpe Road to a spacious house 
(The Vineyard) in the Cathedral Precincts, and 
all was couleur de rose. And then the storm
clouds began to gather. 

In the late 'thirties Mr. Mellows's health, 
never robust, started to give ever-increasing 
anxiety, and long periods of invalidism followed 

until the end of his life. On the outbreak of war 
Tony joined the army and in 1944, as a Captain 
in the 27th Lancers (attached Special Force), 
was killed fighting with the Maquis in France 
on the same day as the death on active service 
in the Royal Navy of Lieutenant-Commander 
John Hart, a beloved nephew. Mrs. Mellows 
was later flown to France in a military plane as 
the guest of the French Government to attend 
the Memorial Service at Mont-de-Marsan. She 
and her husband restored the Cathedral Library 
at Peterborough in memory of Tony. 

In 1948 Mr. Mellows's brother 'and partner, 
Colonel Arthur Mellows, was accidentally killed 
at a level crossing on the railway near Peter
borough. Business troubles were followed by 
the sad death of Mr. Mellows in 1950. Mrs. 
Mellows then moved to a flat in Lincoln Road 
where she spent the rest-of her life supported 
by the loving companionship of her widowed 
niece, Ursula Hart. 

Mrs. Mellows was a handsome woman with 
a charming personality, a devoted wife and 
mother, . and a greatly esteemed personality in 
the life of the City . . Deeply acquainted" with 
grief as she was in her latter years, she faced 
her sorrows with a g~llant and high-hearted 
courage which touched the hearts of all who 
knew her. 

J.W. 

An obituary notice of the late Mr. W. T. Mellows appeared in Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. I, No. 3 • 

• 
ARCHIVES TEACHING UNITS 

THE Society has been pleased to welcome more Northamptonshire schools into membership, and 
is anxious to assist in the teaching of Local History in any way possible. At the Conference 
recorded in "Notes and News" many teachers felt that the production of Archives Teaching 

. Units would be of immense value. Themes of social and economic history, such as the development 
of communications, parliamentary enclosure, or the growth of towns could be illustrated by 
collections of facsimile copies of manuscripts carefully selected from Northamptonshire sources. 
Such collections of local records would facilitate individual work by pupils and give them an 
appreciation of the raw material of history. They may well prove valuable in planning courses 
preparatory to the new C.S.E. examination. It was accordingly resolved that' the Conference of 
History Teachers would greatly welcome the introduction of such Archives Teaching Units, and 
that the local Educational Authorities should be asked to give such a project their full support. 
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Northampton Machinery Co. Ltd. 

Plastic Extruding Machinery for the 
Electric Cable Industry is now manufactured 
'ln our 
well- -
equipped 
factory 

Balfour Road 

Northampton 

Better days start here I Everyone starts the day better 
with a square meal. Golden, 
delicious Weetabix and milk 
gives you the goodness of a 
cooked breakfast-without the 
cooking. All the nourishment 
of whole wheat with its protein 
and energy value, plus added 
vitamins and iron. Every day 
of the year, start the family off 
with two crisp Weetabix and 
milk-for square-meal nourish
ment! 

Weetabix 
GIVES SQUARE-MEAL NOURISHMENT 



BOOK REVIEWS 

JOHN CLARE, SELECTED POEMS 

Edited by J. W. AND ANNE TIBBLE 
CJ. M. Dent, Everyman's Library, 1965. 15/-) 
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PROFESSOR and Mrs. Tibble have been in the forefront in their appreciation of John Clare, and 
they were the natural choice to prepare the Everyman Edition of Clare's works. The Introduction 
is not long, but it gives a good summary of Clare's life, and a most perspicacious study of the man. 
They have summarised the conclusions of the late Dr. Tennent, and of Lord Brain on the subject 
of Clare's insanity. Clare's malady in the view of these eminent doctors, was cyclothymic, not 
schizophrenic. These are, to the layman, rather frightening terms, but this type of mental disorder 
was one to which "men of broad general powers coupled with a sensitive imagination are naturally 
exposed". Fellow sufferers with Clare were Smart, Cowper, Newton, Goethe and Samuel Johnson. 

Of course, what matters about Clare is the fact not that he suffered from mental disorder, 
but that he was a poet. Further, as the present editors point out, Clare "wrote because for him to 
write was as natural and necessary an activity as speaking". 

There are many critical questions concerning Clare's poetry. Some of the poems here 
printed are found only in Knight's transcripts. How far were these accurate? Did Knight, like 
others, try to polish Clare? In the main, Knight's trustworthiness seems to be accepted by the 
editors, since they correct certain readings from their 1935 edition of the' Poems, which is mainly 
followed. For the general reader, all this seems very fair. Sometime, we may get a complete 
"critical" edition of Clare; but meanwhile, here is Clare's poetry, as near as can be as he wrote it, 
to give the reader a comprehensive knowledge of him as a poet. 

Dr. Tennent, in his Presidential ·Address to the Royal Medico-Psychological Association 
in 1953, dealt with Clare at some length in his "Reflections on Genius". * He concluded with 
some words of Edmund Gosse on the poet, Swinburne, which are equally applicable to Clare: 
"The more closely we study, with extremely slender resources of evidence, the lives of great men 
of imagination and action since the beginning of the world, the mo~e clearly we ought to recognise 
that a reduction of all the types to one stolid uniformity of what is called "health" would have 
the effect of depriving humanity of precisely those individuals wfio- have added most to the beauty 
and variety of human existen,ce". G.!. 

, 
SOUTH NEWINGTON CHURCHWARDENS ACCOUNTS, 1533-1684 

Transcribed and edited by E. R. C. BRINKWORTH 
(Banbury Historical Society for 1964) 

THIS is Volume 6 of the present useful series of the Banbury Historical Society. These detailed 
accounts, dating from an early period, record the ecclesiastical changes of the 16th century. 
Edwardian spoliation does not seem to have been very thorough, as, under Queen Mary's restora
tion, the Church had only to buy a manual, two vestments and a cope. "Down to the middle of 
the 19th century, the cover of the holy table was composed of ancient embroidered copes or 
chasubles in excellent preservation". Under Queen Elizabeth, the reformation seems to have 
been effected more quickly than in other places, where, for instance, images remained until well 
on in the reign. At South Newington they were dealt with by 1563, when the mason was paid 5d. 

* The Journal of Mental Science, Vol. XCIX, No. 414. 
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"for pulling stones in the church where images did stand". By 1566, the clergyman was wearing 
"a comely surplice with sleeves" provided by the parish. These books are evidence of the concern 
of the authorities for the fabric of the Church. At South Newington, the plumber was paid a 
quarterly wage for oversight as well as money for specific work, a provision in which the 20th 
might benefit from 17th century practice. The books shed light on such questions as the frequency 
of communion services-at South Newington it was four times a year; sermons, visitations both 
episcopal and archi-diaconal. Also, the Churchwardens had many secular duties, particularly in 
poor relief on which these accounts shed light. 

Washing charges seem to have been high in the 1660's, (1 /- for "washinge the surplis"), 
but the entry in 1665 "Pai~ for glaseing the church windows" 11/- seems very moderate! 

The book is, as is usual with this society, extremely well edited and printed, and there is 
an excellent reproduction of a drawing of the Church in the Bodleian Library. 

HALIFAX TRADING FOUR HUNDRED YEARS AGO 
by H. W. Harwood, 5th February, 1963 

Halifax Antiquarian Society, c/o Banksfield Museum, Halifax, Yorks. 

THE production of wool and woollen goods from Halifax was the main home industry there long 
before King Edward IV invited Flemish weavers to come to England. Cloth, as the writer of this 
interesting paper points out, "was made, fulled and dyed" at Halifax from the year 1274. Naturally 
the long history of this basic Yorkshire industry has been the concern of the Halifax Antiquarian 
Society for many years. The publication of Dr. Ramsay's book on John Isham's accounts by our 
Society (Vol. XXI) was naturally of great interest to the Halifax Society, since, as Dr. Ramsay 
shewed, John Isham traded extensively with the Halifax clothiers, as did his elder brother Gregory. 
Mr. Harwood's interest in the book is easily explained. He lists the Halifax clothiers mentioned 
by John Isham, and puts flesh on the bare bones of the account book by recording what is known 
of the individual clothiers. He has made use of the Halifax parish registers and the local wills to 
achieve his object, with most interesting results. This shows how the publication of a County 
Record Society can materially assist research work in another county. Similarly, Mr. Harwood's 
researches lend point and interest to the published volume. 

Mr. Harwood considers that Humphrey (Umfray) Ramsden, who acted as agent for Isham 
in Antwerp, and elsewhere, and who was trusted completely by his' master was probably a Halifax ' 
man, and identical with the Umfray Ramsden mentioned in the will of William Ramsden of 
Elland, as his son (1552). Mr. Harwood has written most appreciatively of the historical value of 
the Isham Accounts, and the admirable editing of the volume, nor is his own contribution to our 
understanding of the intricacies of trade in Tudor times without importance. There were no less 
than twenty-seven clothiers in the Halifax area with whom John Isham had dealings, and it is 
most satisfactory to know that most of them can be identified from other sources. Halifax, a 
hundred years before John Isham's ti,me, headed the list of woollen cloth production in Yorkshire, 
and there was every reason for John Isham to trade there. Quite a number of the Halifax clothiers 
"tried sharp practices by stretching the cloths too much on the tenters, and by the addition of 
shoddy known at the time as "flocking"". This was, no doubt, one reason, as Mr. Harwood 
says, why John Isham came to Halifax himself to inspect the goods he wished to buy. 

G.l. 
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BOOK SUGGESTIONS 

HAVE you ever been in a quandary about choosing a gift for a friend? Several of our members 
in this position have sought our advice about possible books on Northamptonshire. This is really 
an excellent idea. If your friend is a native of our historic shire, or if he is one of the county's 
newer residents, a miscellany of Northamptonshire History would be appreciated. May we 
recommend the bound volumes of this Journal, Northamptonshire Past and Present. They are 
miscellanies of fascinating and scholarly articles on many aspects of Northamptonshire History. 
The layman, with a short time to while away, will enjoy ,reading about Early Northamptonshire 
Cricket, or Poaching in Whittlewood' Forest; the--motorist will find his exploration of the County 
enriched; the schoolboys' textbook history will come to life with the local studies contained in 
Northamptonshire Past and Present. Volumes I and II (price £2.2s.0d. to members; £2.10.0d. to 
non-members, plus 3/6 for postage and packing) may be obtained from the Honorary Secretary, 
Northamptonshire Record Society, Delapre Abbey. ' We also have further copies of last year's 
successful Clare Centenary Edition of Northamptonshire Past and Present (price 2/6d., plus 6d. 
postage). 

More libraries are recognising the value of Northamptonshire and Rutland Clergy, 1500-
1900. This monumental work, on which Henry Isham Longden, Rector of Heyford, spent twenty 
years' research, contains biographical notes of over 14,000 clergy, and it is of far more than local 
interest, as clergy moved from the Diocese of Peterborough into almost every county. In the 
English Historical Review, it was observed that " ... the contemplation of the massive results of 
so much research into the minutire of oiography, moves the reader to mingled astonishment and 
gratitude .... Social and educational changes find ample illustration in these volumes .... ". No 
library should deny its local history students, its genealogists or its ecclesiastical historians access 
to this invaluable work of reference. The sixteen volumes have been bound in red cloth as six, 
co~ple):e with indexes of persons, places and subjects. (Price for the set, £15.15s.0d.). 

One of the Society's volumes, which has been in great demand, has now been reprinted. 
Wellingborough Manorial Accounts, 1258';'1323, edited' by Frances M. Page ' (price to members 
£2.0s.0d.; to non-members £2.10s.0d. plus postage and packing 2/6d.) gives an illuminating 
picture of the Crow land Abbey estates in Wellingborough. The introduction describes fully the 
Manorial administration and jurisdiction; the obligations of feudal tenants, and the system of 
farming on the Abbey estates. The Oxford Honours School of Modern History has long used 
this volume as a 'set book'. Now, one of the foremost historians of manorial economy, Mr. T. H. 
Aston, has added his corr~genda and notes. We are sure that many history teachers in the county 
will find a fund of local material in this volume to illustrate their lessons on medieval history. 

A complete list of the Society's publications will gladly be sent by the Honorary Secretary 
on request. Meanwhile, may we also mention the following books and pamphlets which are still 
available at their original low prices:-

The Peterborough Chronicle of Hugh Candidus with La Geste de Burch (1949) 
Edited by W. T. Mellows and A. Bell 

This Chronicle, collated from all existing texts, records episodes in the history of Peterborough 
Abbey together with certain national events between the years 655 and 1177. 

Price 15s.0d. (plus postage and packing 2s.6d.) 

Royal Archaeological Institute, Report of the Summer Meeting at Northampto.n (1953) 
This report contains descriptions by experts of many' of the country houses, churches, ancient 

hospitals, and other famous buildings ,in the County; it includes plans and' illustrations. 
Price 10s.Od. (postage and packing 6d.) 
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