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AMPHILLIS WASHINGTON AND THE TWIGDENS 

IN December, 1925 the late Rev. H. Isham Longden, Rector of Heyford, Northants. revealed for 
the first time in the pages of The Genealogists' Magazine the maiden name and parentage of 
Amphillis, wife of the Rev. Laurence Washington (1602-53) of Purleigh and mother of John and 
Laurence, the two Virginia emigrants,-thereby solving a problem which had baffled investigators 
for nearly forty years. Amphillis Washington, so Mr. Isham Longden clearly showed, was nee 
Twigden, having been baptized at Spratton, Northants. on 2 February, 1601-2; and she was one 
of the five daughters of John Twigden of Little Creaton, in the parish of Spratton, who was 
fourth son of Thomas Twigden of the same place, "yeoman". Admittedly, Twigden is not a 
familiar Northamptonshire name; and Amphillis's origins, at first glance, sounded both disap
pointing and obscure. But, although Mr. Isham Longden published nothing more on the Twigdens 
of Little Creaton, his interest in them continued and he subsequently made extensive inquiries 
into the family history: and these further researches (consisting of numerous extracts from parish 
registers, as well as from the Chancery proceedings and feet of fines at the Record Office, and 
wills in the archdeaconry of Northampton and at Somerset House) he donated, with characteristic 
generosity, to the present writer in January, 1940. 

Moreover, the picture which emerges from this mass of material is unexpectedly amusing 
and colourful. For instance, Amphillis's paternal grandfather, Thomas Twigden, was no ordinary 
yeoman but a wealthy grazier who had acquired two manorial properties. In 1548 Anne, Lady 

LETTER OF AMPHILLIS WASHINGTON DATED 28 JANUARY, ? 1651/2 
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Owen (widow of Sir David Owen, half-uncle of King Henry VII) sold to Thomas Twycketen 
the manor of Little Creaton (Feet of Fines, Northants., Hilary, 1-2 Edward VI); and on 14 March, 
1550/1 Thomas Twyckten purchased from Edward Fiennes, Lord Clinton and Saye, the estate of 
Bosworth Grange, in the parish of Husband's Bosworth, Leics., lately belonging to the dissolved 
abbey of Sulby (Ca!. Patent Rolls, Edward VI, iv, 74). Both these properties are referred to in 
Thomas Twigden's will, dated 2 January, 1579/80, proved 22 October, 1580 (P.C.C. 37 Arundel). 
This will mentions six sons: Edward (who was bequeathed the Little Creaton estate), Richard 
(who became a prosperous glover in the town of Northampton), John (who inherited Bosworth 
Grange), John (second of the name and father of Amphillis), Ralph, and Francis. A Chancery 
case of 1602 demonstrates that the second John Twigden (Amphillis's father) had married Anne 
Dicons (or Dickens), eldest of the three daughters and co-heiresses of William Dicons, yeoman of 
Great Creaton, by his wife Anne Thornton (whose second husband was Edward Twigden, Thomas 
Twigden's eldest son), sister of Thomas Thornton, esq. of Newnham and Brockhall (see Reade 
vs. Twigden, Chancery Proceedings, Series II, bdle. 287, no. 35; cp. also the will of William 
Dyckons, dated 1583 and proved 1584, P.C.C. 23 Butts). Thus, Amphillis herself on her mother's 
side was the great-granddaughter of Henry Thornton, gent. of Newnham, Northants., who died 
in 1556 and ,whose wife Anne, nee Wilmer, was the niece of Thomas Spencer, esq. of Everdon, 
Sheriff of Northants. and cousin of Sir John Spencer of Althorp. 

Further~ore, there is proof that Amphillis, far from being illiterate, was well educated, as 
is shown by a letter of hers still preserved in the Verney archives at Claydon House, Bucks. The 
letter was evidently written to her brother-in-law, William Roades, gent. of Middle Claydon (the 
husband of her sister, Hannah Twigden, and the faithful "Will Roades" who was steward to Sir 
Ralph Verney); and on account of its interest I venture to quote it verbatim:- * 

"Good Brother, my kind love .remembered to you and my Sister [.Mrs. Hannah Twigden 
Roades] and to all my cosens. These are to Sertify you that my nephew Dagnall hath not 
Bought Ripington's house, and all the reason that I cane heare by him is that he will have 
noe hand in the puting out of his cosen W ostar which he tels me hath a leas perrell for 
fore yeares, so he hath lett Mr. Smith bye it. But I understand by him since that Mr. Smith 
is content to part with it againe upon the sam terms as he Bought it, but my Nephew will 
not bye it because he will have noe hand in the turning out of ~s Cosen Wostar. But 
goodman Wo star hath sent me word that if you will bye it he will provid to goe out as 
soun as ever he can. I would entreat you to take som pains in it for us by reason we have 
noe constant being, besids there is land that I would not have lost. I pray, Brother, 'take 
some care for us, and we are all bound to pray for you and all yours: Pray, Brother, if you 
ore my sister can help my daughter Bettye [Elizabeth Washington, baptized at Tring, 
Herts. 17 August, 1636] to a place I shall be very much behoulding to you. Pray, if you 
have sent word to that gentlewoman that you spock of, I would entreat you to send me 
word. I would entreat you to writ to me by your Caryer next Tusday that corns throw the 
grove [in Tring parish]. I pray, Brother, if you please to come to us lett me know, because 
I will send you word when Mr. Smith be att home. Lawrence and Bettye and Matt [Martha 
Washington, who married George Talbot, gent. in 1663] presents there services to you 
and my sister, and there Love to all there cosens. So, hoping to hear from you very quickly, 
I remain Yr. truly Loving Sister to command to her power till death, [signed] Anph: 
Washington. Tring, this 28th Janeuary". 

No year is given; but the letter is preserved among records of the period 1651-52, three 
years before Amphillis's own burial at Tring on 19 January, 1654/5. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

* For the photographs of this letter I am indebted to the kindness of Sir Harry Verney, Bart., D.S.O. 



280 

SARGEAUNTS AND SHOEMAKERS 

No doubt there were many Parsons who, in the interests of their poorer parishioners, opposed 
the Napoleonic Enclosures of the Common land and the Corn Laws. But John Sargeaunt opposed 
them against all his financial interests as well. 

His father, another John, came from a family in the Forest of Dean whose Arms, argent 
three dolphins between · a chevron sable, had been on the church font 
since 1440, where they still are. They had lived since then and still lived 
in a house on one of the Forest Sergeanties from which their name 
derived. They died out two years after his eldest son's death. He had 
gone to London and had made his fortune by coachbuilding and contracts 
with the Army for the supply of flour during the Napoleonic wars. John 
was born over the shop in Great Queen Street in 1799. But when he was 
six his father bought Coleshill House in a hamlet near Amersham and 
proceeded to promote a Bill in Parliament for the Enclosure of the 
Common Lands of the manor. 

I do not know of any existing account of the arrangements for a 
particular act of Enclosure. But one can picture the sequence-rumours ARMS OF 

in the village-arguments for more corn growing at prevailing high prices, JOHN SARGEAUNT 

countered by others that only the Lord of the Manor and the Parson 
would benefit-the arrival of the survey party-then of the gangs to plant the hedges-and 

at last the realisation by so many of the 
village people that they had been left 
with fields too small to support their 
families and no means of cultivating them 
anyway. All this John saw and vaguely 
realised the change of status of the 
villagers with whose children he played.. 
They were no longer peasants but his 
father's labourers. But for some time it 
had no visible effect on his life. He went 
to Charterhouse and Christ Church. His 
father died. He had his miniature painted 
by Engleheart, here illustrated. He 
married a Gloucestershire girl. They had 
a smart London wedding. A son and a 
daughter were born to them. Then at 24 
he left Coleshill, took Orders and went 
to live at Easton Maudit, becoming 
Vicar of Doddington where there was 
no Vicarage available. For 12 years he 
exhorted the village by sermons and 
pamphlets to come to church and the 
sacraments, but the Northamptonshire 
Shoemakers were very different people 
from the Buckinghamshire yokels. Of 
independent character they were con
vinced, and gradually convinced him, 

MINIATURE OF JOHN SARGEAUNT OF STANWICK that the ills of the poor could be cured 
Painted by J. C. D. Engleheart in 1820 only by political means. But the Reform 
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Act of 1832 did not live up to the hopes it aroused. The new Poor Law which begat the work
houses, and the Tythes Commutation Act which worked on the whole for better feeling between 
Parson and Farmers, but red~c~d the Parson's income, did a little to alle~iate things. But John 
by now fully realised that nothing would do but the Repeal of the Corn Law~. In 1836 he had 
removed to Stanwick where he was active in the Anti-Corn Law League, but it was a further 
six years before the_ cause was won. ' 

He died in 1858, living long enough to christen his first grandchild Jolut. John Barneby 
his son, born at Coleshill, lived at Stanwick where he broug~t Up' his,family. 

The shoemakers mostly worked on piece work in their own homes, sewing leather cut out 
for them by the masters. To be the wife of a: shoemak~r was to be respectable; "She belongs a 
hand-sewn man" as they s~d. After, Charterhouse and St. John's, Cambridge, he was called to 
the Bar and became Revising Barrister for Northampton. It was very well known of course that 
like his father he ~as in private life an ardent reformer. At his first Court, Bradlaugh, the "National 
Reformer" and afterwards member for Northampton, perhaps hoping to put him at his ease, 
arose and with a characteristic gesture of his right hand "True it is" he said, "Mr. Revising 
Barrister, that this application is for a conservative voter, but I want it known that I offer no 
objections to any voters being placed on the list". "Mr. Bradlaugh", said the Revising Barrister, 
"nothing would gratify me more than to hear you deliver an electioneering speech on the Hustings, 
but I cannot allow my Court to be used for that purpose". Thereafter Bradlaugh confined himself 
to the Law, which grandfather knew much better than he. It was realised that he would stand 
no nonsense. 

Grandfather married a Northampton girl, Elizabeth Drake, whose father (of the Shardeloes 
family) was chaplain of Northampton jail, and a great friend of Mr. Thursby of Abington whose 
granddaughter, Florence, my father was to marry. There are stories of the two driving round 
Northampton in a little governess cart, covered by one vast umbrella and talking fishing. His 
eldest son John, my uncle and Godfather, was born at Irthlingborough. He became a school
master at Westminster and was the ' only one of the family to be included in the Dictionary of 
National Biography, and had the perhaps unique distinction of inspiring Times Fourth Leaders 
both on his death and again on his centenary. From Bedford he went to University College, 
Oxford, where he was President of the Union. I was able to present to the Union a portrait of him 
to be hung in the Debating Chamber. Throughout his life he was intensely ' interested in the 
Pedigrees of Northamptonshire Families. Gow, the headmaster . of Westminst~r, once told him 
that "his ape-like arboreal ancestors must have lived up a genealogical tree". He was a contributor 
to the Victoria County History. 

His brother, William Drake, succeeded him as head boy of Bedford, and then went to 
New College. Shbrtly after his marriage he was presented to the living of Bozeat (1892). He was an 
ardent Liberal and a great friend of Francis Channing, the Member. We were still amongst the 
Shoemakers, and our life as childreQ must have changed little from that of our grandparents a~d 
parents when they were young. We lived amongst the children of the shoemakers but we visited 
on our ponies the families of the other clergy and gentry within reach. We were frequently at 
Easton Maudit and Wollaston Hall, illustrated in a recent number. We went hunting too on our 
ponies, but usually lost hounds after the first run. 

1799 
1806 

1809 
1817 
1821 
1823 

John born in London 
Goes to Coleshill House. 

His father promotes 
Enclosures Act 

Goes to Charterhouse 
To Christ church 
Married 
Son John Barneby born 

CHRONOLOGY 

1824 Takes Orders-Vicar of Doddington 
(inst. 25 March 1825) 

1832 First Reform Act . 
1834 Poor Law Act. 
1835 Tythes Commutation Act 
1836 John goes to Stanwick 
1846 Repeal of Corn Laws 
1858 Death of John 

W. T. SAR~~AUNT 
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THE 

ort~aJllptrMidla~ 
BUILDING SOCIETY' 

ESTABLISHED 1888 

HELPFUL ADVICE ON 
SAVINGS AND HOME LOANS 
MEMBER OF THE BUILDING SOCIETIES ASSOCIATION 

SHARES AND DEPOSITS ARE TRUSTEE INVESTMENTS 

60 GOLD STREET, NORTHAMPTON 
BRANCH OFFICES AT BLETCHLEY AND CORBY 

SUB OFFICES: 
20 KINGSLEY PARK TERRACE, NORTHAMPTON 
208 WELLINGBOROUGH ROAD, NORTHAMPTON 

EXPRESS LIFT COMPANY 
LIMITED 

Always need 
MEN, WOMEN, BOYS AND GIRLS 

FOR MANY STAFF AND WORKS OPENINGS 

Those who are skilled are particularly welcome, 
but we train and upgrade labourers to semi
skilled and semi-skilled to skilled. 

Why not come and see us, or better still, bring 
the whole family. 

PERSONNEL MANAGER . ABBEY WORKS . NORTHAMPTON 



283 

COB COTTAGES IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE-A POSTSCRIPT 

I RECEIVED a number of letters from readers following my article on the above subject in the last 
issue of Northamptonshire Past and Present. Mr. C. V. Davidge wrote to tell me that there are 
remains of mud walling at Little Houghton, forming part of the wall of a barn, and that there is, 
or was until recently, some cob at Brafield also. Miss G. Welbourn wrote from Glinton to say 
that there is a portion of cob in part of the. wall of a shed in the village. Her note is of particular 
interest because this example is well outside the area which I described in my article, and she 
adds that there used to be five sheds for men engaged as cordwainers, further evidence of the use 
of this material for utilitarian buildings. This links with what Mr. S. R. Jones has told me about 
small mud cottages built for miners in Warwickshire r Also from Warwickshire comes an example 
noted by Mr. John Smith of a mud cottage at Ettington. 

Mr. Alec Clifton-Taylor sent an interesting comment on the distribution of cob in this 
area. He writes: 'I think the reason for cob building was cheapness. It must surely have been 
considerably cheaper to build in cob than with stone rubble, even in a stone area. If one asks why 
cob building was not universal, I think the answer would probably be Ca) that it was less necessary 
where there was an abundance of timber, for a timber-framed cottage with lath and plaster infilling 
would probably have been equally cheap in a well-wooded area, and Cb) local fashions. The tenacity 
of local building fashions is extraordinary. Even today one can see this well illustrated in the 
different ways of thatching' . 

Finally, Mr. J. C. Davies has informed me that the local name for the building mud was 
'kale' or 'cale'. He points out .that the Rev. J. Mastin of Naseby, whom I quoted in my article, 

Round House, Naseby. 
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spoke of 'kealy earth' and tells me that there is documentary evidence of the use of this word, in 
Stocks' book on 'Market Harborough Parish Records 1531 to 1837'. At Sutton in 1712 payment 
is recorded for '71 loads of Cale', and eight years later: 'Paid to John Irons 2 days work for 
Digging Cale, 2s. 4d.' Mr. Davies has photographs of mud buildings (now in most cases demol
ished) at Billesdon, Gilmorton, Kimcote, Laughton, 'Mowsley, Naseby, Saddington, South 
Kilworth, Swinford and Wa1cot. A particularly interesting mud building was the Round House 
at Naseby, here reproduced from Mr. Davies's negative. A family is said to have live~ in it, but 
the absence of doors or windows, at any rate on the side photographed, suggests, as Mr. Davies 
surmises, that this building was perhaps a dovecot. 

The distribution of cob buildings suggested by Mr. Davies's list corresponds closely with 
that shown on the distribution map included in my article. I was also interested to come across a 
note in William Pitt's A General View of the Agriculture in the County of Leicester (1809) that 
'Mud walls are not uncommon ... particularly in the south and east of the county, where they 
are used not only as fence for yards, courts, gardens and homesteads, but also for hovels, out
houses and cottage tenements'. 

M. V. J. SEABORNE • 

• 

A REUNION AFTER FOUR CENTURIES SEPAMTION! 

IT is pretty widely known that documents with a wavy edge on one or more sides are generally 
duplicates or counterparts of other copies similarly cut. When two such are set side by side the 
indentations of one should fit exactly into those of the other. The most famous series of such 
documents is the magnificent run of 'fines'or 'final concords' preserved in the Public Record 
Office from the year 1195. The examination of any bundle of old title deeds will generally reveal 
that most of those of the 17th and 18th centuries are called 'indentures', but of course only one 
of each document is usually found. Obviously whilst the purchaser must keep his copy of the 
indenture to prove his title, the seller, after a decent interval, would usually feel there was no 
point 'in keeping his. Occasionally both parts have survived and one tan test the genuineness of 
the documents by fitting them together. Such a pair have recently come to light during the 
cataloguing of the Marquess of Exeter's documents from Burghley. There amongst a bundle 
marked 'deeds of estates not the property of the Marquess' is the counterpart of the deed of sale 
of Lamport manor and estate by Sir William Cecil (later Lord Burghley) and Dame Mildred his 
wife to the brothers John and Robert Isham in 1560 bearing their signatures and seals. It fits 
exactly as it should into the other part of the same conveyance forming part of the title deeds to 
Lamport in the possession of Sir Gyles Isham though in this case the signatures and seals are 

. those of Sir William and his wife. Thus it has been possible to test one against the other 405 years 
after they were first put aside for safe keeping. in the muniment rooms of Burghley and Lamport. 

P.I.K. 
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FINEDON INcLosuRE 1804-08 

IN the early summer of 1963 the Workers' Educational Association held a class at the Northamp
tonshire Record Office whose members, using the original documents, studied the process of the 
inclosure of "The Open and Common Fields, Meadows, Pastures, Commonable Lands, and 
Waste Grounds, lying and being 'Yithin the Manor of Thingdon, and in the Parish of Thingdon, 
otherwise Finedon".l This article is the result of their work. A general study of inclosure move
ments in Northamptonshire, by Mr. W. E. Tate has already appeared in Northamptonshire Past 
and Present,2 and the inclosure of Finedon is similar to many of the 88 parliamentary inclosures 
which took place in the county between 1793 and 1903 and there discussed. 

Information about the early stages of the in closure is contained in a detailed draft bill 
drawn up by John Hodson,3 a notable Wellingborough solicitor, who acted for Sir William Dolben 
in initiating the inclosure, saw the Bill through parliament, and served as clerk to the Inclosure 
Commissioners when the Act was put into execution. On June 14th 1804 Hodson attended Sir 
William Dolben, Lord of the Manor of Finedon and one of the principal landowners there, in 
London, "When he suggested to me his intention of inclosing the Fields of Finedon". Two 
weeks later he visited Finedon "to take some general account of the extent of the Fields and the 
nature of the property". In the meantime Sir William had written to Sir Charles Cave, vicar of 
~inedon, 8th baronet of the Cave family of Stanford, and another major landowner in the parish, 
and secured his agreement to the scheme. 

On the 9th, 16th and 23rd of September Hodson travelled to Finedon and affixed the 
statutory notice of the intention to inclose on the church door. He also met Thomas Eagle, who 
had been chosen by Sir William to be one of the Commissioners, John English Dolben, Sir 
William's only son and heir and owner of a considerable amount of land in Finedon, and Thomas 
Wallis, a local farmer. With these three he discussed certain points relating to the proposed 
inclosure, and then a meeting was held at the Bell Inn, Finedon "to obtain an account of the 
State of the Property when I could .not get information of the whole". Finally in mid-November 
a meeting was held which was attended by 23 of the 70 proprietors of lands affected, and all of 
them gave their consent to the inclosure. The commissioners were chosen, the surveyors appointed, 
and by the end of the year Hodson was engaged in drafting the necessary Private Bill which 
must pass through parliament before inclosure could take place. 

It was four months before the Bill was ready to lay before parliament, and many alteratiol!s 
and insertions had to be made. Lord Fitzwilliam, who owned 152 acres in Finedon, wanted a 
clause for the building of a road from Harrowden Mill to Finedon, and while he was not successful, 
provision for the road was made in the Award. The timber clause, dealing with the planting of 
new timber by holders pf allotments of more than 50 acres, and that for allowing the enfranchise
ment of copyhold land gave trouble. There was also difficulty in estimating the extent of the 
land involved for "on casting up the same there did not appear to be 3,000 acres". An early 
printed version of the Bill gives the amount as 4,000 acres, the Act concerns "Three thousand 
Acres, or thereabouts", and the Award dealt with 3,305 acres, 3 roods and 24 perches, exclusive of 
roads and rivers. 

. In the meantime the consents of the proprietors were being obtained. It was necessary 
that the owners of more than half the land should consent to inclosure before an enabling act 

1 Finedon Inc10sure Act, 45 George·UI. 
2 Vol. I, No. 2, 1949. 

3 Burnham Son and Lewin Collection, Box 1219. 
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could be obtained. In fact Sir William Dolben, his son, and the Vicar between them owned just 
under half the land affected. The owner of 35 acres, Elizabeth Whitworth of Earls Barton was 
against and stated "I object to inclosures, and therefore will not sign the Bill".4 George Whitlark 
of Loddington and William Harlock, who between them owned 146 acres, were both Quakers, 
and therefore though they did not object would not sign their consent to the Bill. They were 
classified as "neuter". Archibald Morton and Thomas Wallis delayed signing until the timber 
clause was satisfactory, but eventually they, with the other 65 proprietors of lands, gave their 
assent. 

On May 3rd, 1805 the Bill was laid before parliament, and John Hodson was in London 
until the 19th "to attend the Bill through both Houses of Parliament" . 

The Finedon Inclosure Act appointed three commissioners to carry out its terms: Thomas 
Eagle of Allesley, Warwickshire, who had acted in this capacity frequently, Samuel Sharman of 
Hardwick, a farmer and member of a well known local family, and William Burdett of Mowsley, 
Leicestershire. The notebooks kept by Sharman and Burdett have survived.5 The former had 
acted as commissioner in many inclosures, and was a familiar figure as he rode around the country
side surveying and valuing the open fields. His distinctive handwriting is thin and spiky, his 
notes are minutely indexed. Burdett's writing is more flowing, smaller, and less individual. 

Should any of the commissioners "die, neglect, refuse, or be rendered incapable of acting" 
their successors were to be appointed, in the case of Eagle by Sir William Dolben, Burdett's 
successor by the Vicar, and Sharman's by "the Owners and Proprietors of the Lands and Grounds" 
to be inclosed. 

The Act-also appointed the two surveyors, John Eagle of Allesley, and Richard Gee of 
Turvey, Bedfordshire. John Eagle was a noted surveyor of the time, and his maps are particularly 
fine. Between 1802 and 1808 he acted as surveyor for 12 Northamptonshire inclosures, and was 
concerned with many more in other counties. Richard Gee, who played a subordinate part to 
Eagle in the Finedon inclosure was surveyor to the Wilby and Irthlingborough in closures, and 
for several Bedfordshire ones between 1783 and 1806. He was nearing the end of his career, and 
in 1805 had already been a surveyor for 30 years. He died some two years after Finedon Inclosure 
was completed. - , 

The terms under which the commissioners were to act allowed them to settle disputes 
(with right of appeal to Assizes) and to direct the course of husbandry until the Award was made, 
but their powers to determine allotments, layout roads, and order the levying of rates to cover 
the expenses of inclosure were fairly closely defined. The Vicar's allotment in lieu of glebe, tithe 
and mod uses was to be "One-fifth part of all such of the open and inclosed Arable Lands ... 
and One-ninth part of all such other of the Grass Lands and Grounds" these allotments to be 
"as near as conveniently may be to the Vicarial House". Immediately after the making of these 
allotments Sir Charles Cave and future vicars of Finedon were to be forever "exonerated and 
exempt from providing and keeping a Bull and a Boar for the Use of the Inhabitants of Thingdon, 
otherwise Finedon". The allotment to the Lord of the Manor, in lieu of all his rights to the 
"Waste and unknown Common Lands lying in the said Manor:, and so to be inclosed" was to be 
equal to one sixteenth of their value. -

The commissioners were also subject to the provisions of the Inclosure Consolidation Act 
of 1801, which required them to take an oath, forbade them to purchase land within the area 
affected until 5 years after the award, and laid down for them a course of procedure and general 
rules of conduct. They were to receive £2-12-6 for every day on which they attended to the 
business of the inclosure. 

4 "State of Property, Finedon Inc1osure", Burnham - 5 Burnham Son & Lewin Collection, Box 1625; 
Son & Lewin Collection, Box 1224. YZ1071. 
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The first meeting of the commissioners was held on June 11th at the well known Hind 
Inn, Wellingborough, which alternated with the Bell at Finedon and the White Hart at Kettering 
as the scene of all their future meetings. The main source of information as to activities now is 
the Commissioners' Minute Book,6 kept by John Hodson, who was appointed clerk at this meeting. 
Messrs. Morton, Rodick and Co. of Wellingborough were appointed bankers at the same time, 
and the three commissioners "took and subscribed the Oath"./" They then "valued and appraised 
considerable parts of the Lands and Grounds ... to be inclosed", and confirmed a minute made 
at a meeting held on the 27th May between Samuel Sharma~ and several of the proprietors that 
turnips should be sown upon a great part of the "Red Land", the "Black Land" to be fallowed, 
and the number of sheep allowed to be grazed on the commons for every yard land to be reduced 
from 32 to 24. The rest of the week was spent in valuing and surveying the lands. This work was 
finished by the end of July, when John Eagle was ordered to prepare a map for the next meeting, 
and all the land was ordered to be fallowed. 

At the end of August the commissioners met again at Finedon f-dr five days, when the 
homesteads and old inclosures were valued, the lines of the intended new roads were surveyed, 
and notice was given of their intention to value the open fields, and their readiness to hear disputed 
claims, and settle the terms of exchanges and enfranchisements. William Linnell was ordered to 
tryout the best materials for making roads, and report to the next meeting. 

By the 23rd December, when the next meeting was held, the routes of both the public 
and private access roads had been settled, the sites of gravel, sand and mortar pits, and watering
places had been chosen, and contracts for making roads and planting and building hedges and 
fences had been given. The survey was now completed and the allotments made. At this Christmas 
meeting the latter were ordered to be staked out, proprietors were given permission to fence their 
new allotments and ditch them, and it was announced that from Monday 13th January 1806 all 
rights of common in Finedon were to be totally extinguished and all leases at rack rent * to be 
void. The general cost of inclosure was estimated at £5,892-10-5, of which £1,225-12-5 was for 
the building of roads. A rate was levied on the proprietors to raise this sum. 

The commissioners met again on January 16th, 1806, as Lord Fitzwilliam objected "to the 
Allotment designed for him with which he expressed himself much dissatisfied". They made 
such "alterations therein as appeared to them to be just and equitable" and also adjusted the 
allotments made to Sir William Dolben and the Vicar. Thomas Robinson also requested an 
alteration to his allotments of 29a. 2r. 9p., but this was not granted. 

Work now proceeded at a more leisurely pace. During 1806 exchanges were settled, and 
compensation, where necessary, was ordered to be paid. All "dung hills, furze ricks, stubble ricks 
and growing gorse-and furze" was cleared; the 'rates were slowly collected, the roads built, and 
fences erected. Those who had allotments of more than 50 acres and were obliged to plant trees 
had chosen the sites for their plantations, and had until April 1st, 1807, to plant "no less than 
150 Oak 75 Ash and 75 Elms and 30 Beech, Spanish Chestnut, Larch, Fir, or some of such ·Trees~' 
per acre. At a meeting lasting from 22nd - 25th December 1806 the draft of the Award was ordered 
to be made. However the work was delayed for some time while Hodson studied the title deeds 
of John English Dolben, who had requested . that his allotments be set out under their several 
titles. Finally on July 12th, 1807, the first part of the draft Award was examined, and the whole 
was approved and ordered to be engrossed on 22nd August. The engrossment was examined from 
October 28th - 31st, and, after some delay, it was executed on January 23rd, 1808, "in the presence 
of several of the Proprietors who attended for that purpose" at Wellingborough. Its enrolment 
with the Clerk of the Peace of Northamptonshire was ordered, and this took place on August 15th, 
1815. 

A final meeting was held on 18th and 19th March, when the accounts were settled, and the 
work of the commissioners was done. They had reallocated 3,305 acres, 3 roods and 24 perches 

* i.e., a rent which represents the full annual value 6 Finedon Inc10sure Commissioners Minute Book, 
of the land. Burnham Son & Lewin Collection, Box 1219. 
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of open field land amongst 66 people .. West Field, Townside Field, North Side Field, North East 
Field, South East Field, Sallowside Field, Ryeborough Hill Field, the Meadows, Upper Field, 
Calwell Hill Field, Neasdale Hill Field, Welshill Field, West Meadow and South Meadow ceased 
to exist in their ancient forms, and Finedo~ assumed more of the aspect which we know today. 

The largest allotments were made to the Vicar, Sir Charles Cave, who received a total of 
712a. 2r. 30p. in lieu of glebe and tithe. Sir William Dolben as Lord of the Manor received 499a. 
3r. 3p. as compensation for his loss of certain manorial rights, although 759a. 2r. 13p. of the land 
allotted was still copyhold. Other large landowners were John English Dolben with 392a. lr.31p., 
206a. 3p. of which was land settled on him at his marriage while the remainder had been purchased 
from nine different owners. In a similar way 23a. 3r. 4p. of Archibald Morron's 208 acres had 
been purchased from seven different charitable and religious bodies. The Rev. John Mulso, a 
descendant of the family who were Lords of the Manor of Finedon before the Dolbens acquired 
it in the seventeenth century, had 196a. lr. 3p. and Earl Fitzwilliam 142a. Or. 13p. At the other 
end of the scale there were 12 people with allotments of less than 2 acres. Of the 46 cottagers 
listed amongst the pre-inc1osure proprietors, only one of whom had been against the inc1osure, 
six were given grants of just over 1 acre, purely in right of their cottages, 32i cottages were owned 
by proprietors of other lands, and 7 t cottagers received no grants at all.7 

When the final accounts of the cost of inc10sure were made, £6,417-8-IB had passed 
through the bank, and there was a surplus of income over expenditure of £83-13-9. The fees 
for the two surveyors amounted to £1,283-17-1, the solicitors' bill was £699-18-1, while the 
three commissioners were paid a total of £980-2-6. £1,090-5-11 was spent on roads, and £827-4-3 
on fences and hedges. . 

The surviving tavern bills add up to £282-10-2, and that for Christmas Eve 1806, spent at 
the Hind at Wellingborough is typical of them: 

" Breakfasts 
Dinrs 
Beer 
Sherry 
Port 
Brandy -
Fruit etc. 
Paper etc. 
Linnel Eating etc. 
Cards 

9 
17 6 
2 6 
5 

15 

3 
2 
2 

6 

26" 9 

(William Linnell had attended this meeting to report on the best means of making roads). The 
remainder of the money had been spent on compensation, gates and stiles, and ininor works such 
as the provision of coversinks for drainage, small items in themselves, but which can quickly add 
to the final cost. 

By far the largest contributor to the rate was Sir William Dolben who was assessed at 
£1,332-18-2, a good fifth of the total. The Vicar was exempted from any payment by the Inc10sure 
Act. The smallest sum received was 1/3 from James Rice, while the 8d. which was due from 
William Chown never seems to have been collected.lo 

7 Finedon Indosure Award, Quarter Sessions Re
cords, Enrolled Awards, Vol. N. 

8 Bank Pass Book; Finedon Inc1osure, Burnham 
Son & Lewin Collection, Box 1219. 

SUSAN RANSON. 

9 Bundle of Tavern Bills, Finedon Inc1osure, 
Burnham Son & Lewin Collection, Box 1219. 

10 Commissioners Minute Book and Bank Pass 
Book. 
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THE LAST BASSET OF WELDON 

The Bassets of Weldon were one of the great judicial families of England from 
the time of the Norman kings. Geoffrey Ridel, justiciar of England, perished in the 
wreck of the "White Ship" in 1120, when the king's sQn and heir, William, was 
drowned, together with his natural brother Richard, his sister Matilda and" divers of the 
King's great Officers of State, and several of the chief nobility, to the number of a 
hundred and sixty persons . .. ".1 Maud, the daughter and heiress of the justiciar married 
Richard son of Ralph Basset, her son Ralph taking his father's name, and her son 
Geoffrey that of his mother. Richard, son of the justiciar, took the name of Basset and 
his descendants held land at Pytchley. Ralph . Basset of this family was seated at 
Weldon, early in the 13th century, and the family held the manors of Weldon and 
Pytchley. This latter manor was known as Bassets manor, later known as Staffords,2 
and was a separate manor until the 16th century when the Ishams acquired both that 
manor and the manor of Engaynes, which was held by the tenure of wolf-hound 
serjeantry, of special interest in view of Pytchley's long connection with hunting3• In the 
following article Mr. Goodman tells the story of the last Basset of Weldon. 

After Richard Basset's death, his uncles succeeded in their object, Weldon passing 
to John Knyvet, and Pytchley to Sir Thomas Aylesbury. Thus a famous name disap
peared from the roll of Northamptonshire landowners. 

Courtesy of British Museum 

SEAL OF RALPH BASSET OF WELDON 
(tempus EDWARD Ill): a shield of 
arms, three piles within a border 
bezantee, suspended by loop and 
between two wingless wyverns. 
The arms of the Bassets were Or, 
three piles gules within a border 
sable bezantee. 

1 Eachard, Hist of England, I, 173. 

IN the 14th century the Bassets of Great Weld on were an 
old established family there and in other properties on 
either side of the Welland. In 1339 Ralph Basset married 
the daughter of a London citizen: his father Sir Ralph 
(d.1341) settled the reversion of the inheritance on the 
couple and their heirs male, with remainder in default to 
his own right heirs. In 1368 Ralph the son was professed 
a canon-regular in Launde Priory (Leics.), a family foun
dation, of which he had held the patronage: his son Ralph 
then received the inheritance in Northamptonshire, Leices
tershire, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and Stafford
shire.4 The latter was killed in June 1385 by three villagers 
of Cottingham, in Rockingham Forest, on the road along 
which he may have been travelling between his manors· of 
Weldon and Weston. In July and August juries in the five 
counties where he had property found that his son 
Richard, aged eight, was the heir. At court and in North
amptonshire he was regarded as the rightful heir: before 
these inquisitions were held, ten days after his father's 
death, a grant of wardship and marriage was made to 
William Corby of Little Weld on, Richard II's esquire 
(marshal of the hall in 1394). Sir Ralph Basset had been 

2 Eleanor, daughter and co-heir of Sir Thomas 
Aylesbury married Humphrey Stafford. 

amptonshire, II, 354; V.C.H. Leics., V, 332; e( om
plete) P(eerage), II, 9-12; Basset of Weldon Cartu
lary, B.M., Sloane Roll, XXXI, 4; C( alendar of) 
I(nquisitions) P(ost) M(ortem) , XII, pp. 191-2; 
C (alendar of) F (ine) R ( olls) , 1356-68, 394, 397; 
VCH Leics., II, 10. 

3 V (ictoria) C ( ounty) H (istory of) N orthampton
shire, Vo!. IV, 209. 

4 J. Bridges, The History and Antiquities of North-
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well-known; in February 1385 he was first witness to an enfeoffment made by William la 
Zouche, lord of Harringworth to a group headed by Bishop Buckingham of Lincoln and including 
Justice Holt and the royal clerk John Waltham.5 

After the inquisitions were held, in September Sir Ralph's widow Eleanor received her 
dower, and the large part of the inheritance which she held as jointure-property in Ashley and 
Pytchley, Dray ton Beauchamp (Bucks.), Wilstone (Herts.) and Madeley Holme (Staffs.). Corby's 
expectations may have been disappointed by the size of her jointure, for he never paid the purchase 
price for his grant. In October 1385 Eleanor was granted wardship of the other Basset properties: 
of manors in Great Weld on and Weston by Welland, and of property in Welham, Thorpe Langton, 
Langton and Great Bowden (Leics.), at a farm of 50 marks p.a. She was to provide for Richard's 
upkeep until the king granted his marriage. By 17th December she had married John Clisby
possibly a royal servant of Lincolnshire origin. If the stranger Clisby's status was lower and his 
wealth less than his wife's, the marriage may have caused resentment among relatives and neigh
bours. In December Sir Thomas Green of Green's Norton, Sir Henry Green of Dray ton, John 
Wydville of Grafton, John Tyndale of Deene and John Mulso of Newton were appointed by the 
Council to arrest whoever had broken into and damaged the property of Clisby, his wife and 
others in Pytchley. In 1388 Thomas Colman, Prior of Launde, was ordered by the Council to 
stop quarreling with his canons: he was to "make no attempt which may tend to the prejudice 
or disherison" of the king's ward Richard Basset; to whom the patronage belonged.6 

From 1390 onwards the hold of Clisby and his wife on the Basset inheritance was 
threatened from two sides. Relatives attempted to disinherit Richard, but were prevented by the 
Crown's legal protection of the property of a minor in its ward. It was not disinterested pro
tection: the king was able to enjoy the minor's ecclesiastical patronage, members of his household 
to angle for grants of marriage and wardship. In 1390 Lady Moleyns, a Buckhamingshire land
owner, was granted Richard's marriage, and soon afterwards the wardship of his whole inheri
tance, dower excepted, at a farm of 50 marks p.a. That year the king ratified Queen Anne's farm 
of a manor to Lady Moleyns: in 1392 he described the latter as his kinswoman. In 1391 her grant 
of wardship was confirmed on more favourable terms. The grants of wardship to Lady Moleyns 
are puzzling, since in 1385 Eleanor had received that of the Basset properties which she did not 
hold as dower or jointure. In 1393 she and her husband were said to be holding lands of the 
inheritance in Northamptonshire "at farm by appointment of the king". 7 

Nearly a year after Lady Moleyns received her first grants Tliomas Basset, clerk, Richard's 
great-uncle, claimed part of the inheritance, citing the fine made before the justices in 1339 by 
which his father Sir Ralph (d.1341) had entailed Weldon, Weston and the advowson of Launde 
Priory on his son and heir, Ralph, and the latter's wife. Thomas now claimed that the grantees 
had died without male issue, therefore the properties should revert to himself as his father's next 
heir. In January 1391, after deliberation by justices and counsel in Chancery, his case in the 
Common Pleas was suspended until Richard was of age. The 1385 Northamptonshire inquisition, 

5 P.R.O., Chancery Miscellanea, C.47, Bdle 71, 
File 4, No. 154; ibid., Chancery Inq.p.m., C.136, 
File 35, No. 8; C( alendar of) P( atent) R( olls), 1381-
5, 32,572; C ( alendar of) C (lose) R ( olls) , 1381-5, 623. 
Corby acquired property in Little Weldon in 1378, 
and was described as marshal of the hall in a royal 
grant of property in Great Weldon in 1394 (Bodleian, 
MS.Top.,Northants.,C.12). In 1392 he and his wife, 
who had been the king's nurse, received a royal grant 
of Little Weldon manor for their lives (CPR,1391-6, 
43). The Basset manors of Weldon and Weston were 
held of the king (CIPM, XII, p. 192). 

6 CCR, 1385-9, 33; CPR, 1381-5,572; CFR, 1383-
91,103; CPR, 1385-9, 90; CCR, 1377-81, 473; CFR, 
1383-91, Ill; CCR, 1385-9, 519. The corrody which 
Clisby was granted in 1380 was granted in 1403 to a 

serjeant confectioner of the king's spicery (ibid., 
1402-5, 188). In October 1386 the protection issued 
for one year "inadvertently" to Clisby, his wife, their 
servants and tenants at Pytchley and elsewhere was 
revoked (CPR, 1385-9, 226). In 1394 none of 
Clisby's four mainpernors in a Northamptonshire 
suit of trespass against him were from the shire 
(CCR, 1392-6, 363). 

7 CPR, 1388-92, 177; CFR, 1383-91, 314; CPR, 
1388-92, 243; ib., 1391-6, 36; ib., 1388-92, 372; ib., 
1391-6,294. For the Moleyns family, CP, IX, 36-40. 
In 1391 the queen was granted Rockingham Castle 
and the stewardship of the forest (CPR, 1388-92, 
413). In 1397 a wardship was granted with the proviso 
"provided that the king have not already bestowed it 
on another" (ib., 1396-9, 251). 
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conducted by the escheator John Tyndale, which had found Richard to be the son and heir of 
Sir Ralph Basset (allegedly the son and heir of the grantees) weighed heavily in the decision. 
Thomas Basset waited five years after his nephew Sir Ralph's death before pressing his claim. 
He may have been on bad terms with Ralph, who seems to have disseised him of property in 
Great Weldon in 1376. Thomas may have pressed the claim in the interest of his nephews, Sir 
John Aylesbury of Milton Keynes (Bucks.) and John Knyvet of Winwick (sons and heirs of his 
sisters Joan and Eleanor). Possibly they found it difficult to get Thomas's agreement to do it. He 
died in 1391: Aylesbury was then in his 57th year: since the 1360s he had played a leading part 
in the local government of Buckinghamshire, and was a person of high repute there. Knyvet was 
aged about 33, and possessed property in six shires: information about him is scanty, compared 
to his distinguished father, the Chancellor. Neither of them (as far as the evidence shows) had 
been associated with the Basset of Weldon family in recent years.8 Aylesbury and Knyvet were 
determined to pursue Thomas Basset's claim: in 1391 feelings ran high between the divided 
relatives. In July Aylesbury's son Sir Thomas had sureties (including John Wydville and John 
Tyndale) to keep the peace towards William (sic) Clisby: in October both Aylesb~rys went surety 
not to harm John Clisby (Wydville again being a surety). In 1391 and 1392 Sir John Aylesbury 
and Knyvet put forward their claim to Weld on, Weston and the advowson of Launde Priory on 
the same grounds as had Thomas Basset: it was suspended on the same grounds.9 

In November 1392 (nearly a fortnight after a writ to the justices of the Common Bench 
had stayed 'their last plea) the king's cousin and favourite the Earl of Rutland was granted fines 
incurred for waste by Clisby in the Basset dower lands. Rutland possibly procured the four 
Northants. commissions appointed between December 1392 and June 1393 to enquire into 
waste in the Basset property held by Eleanor (the second commission dated the same day as 
another grant of fines to Rutland). She may have married Clisby impulsively: an experienced and 
influential landowner 'would have been better able to look after her interests. Rutland's interest 
could have been quickened by his Northamptonshire contacts. All four commissions were made 
out to John Mulso and the escheator: Mulso, of Newton, was Rutland's attorney in 1394. Rutland 
knew leading local landowners : in 1396 he was a Zouche feoffee. His father, the Duke of York, 
held Fotheringhay: father and son may have founded their college in its castle chapel shortly 
before 1398. In January 1394, after the death of Clisby's wife Eleanor, Rutland was granted the 
wardship of all the Basset dower and jointure she had held: this was three days after escheators 
were ordered not to act on the customary writs to enquire into her possessions. Meanwhile Richard 
was putting the patronage of LaundePriory, to his own use. Prior Colman's successor was des
scribed in 1393 as the king's "secret chaplain": his successor was a royal eilVoy. In the same year 
Richard started the process of founding a chantry at Launde, which he endowed with three of 
the priory's churches in 1397-8.10 . 

Aylesbury and Knyvet (who appear to have lacked influential friends at court) were not 
deterred by the interest of the king and his cousin in the wardship. They produced a different 
claim to the Basset inheritance, which neatly circumvented the suspension of their claim based 
on the 1339 entail. The justices had taken their stand on the 1385 inquisition, which had found 
Richard to be the son and heir of Sir Ralph. In the petition they presented in the 1393 parliament 

8 P.R.O., Common Pleas, C.PAO, Roll No. 520, 
Hilary, mA97; CP, ii, 12; Bodleian, MS. Top. Nor
thants., C.12, ff.324-6; VCH Bucks, IV, 402; CIPM, 
X, p.229; VCH Hunts., HI, 67,121; P.R.O., Ca!. of 
II).quisitions, Richard H, p.149. The 1385 escheator 
was probably the John Tyndale whom William lord 
Zouche left a life grant in 1381, and the John Tyndale 
the elder of Deene mentioned in 1395 CA. Gibbons, 
Early Lincoln Wills, 92; Bodleian, MS. Top. Nor
thants., C.12, f.319). Sir John Aylesbury had been 
sheriff of Bedfordshir~ and Buckinghamshire from 
1365 until 1371, and in 1373, 1377, 1381, 1382 and 
1386: he was frequently appointed on Bucks. com-

missions of peace, etc. (P.R.O., List of Sheriffs, 2; 
CPR, passim). 

9 VCH Bucks, IV, 402; CCR, 1389-92, 488, 498; 
CP, 11,12; P.R.O., C.PAO, Roll No. 527, Mich., m. 
294; CCR, 1392-6,79. 

10 CPR, 1391-6, 200, 232, 235, 294, 353, 204; CPR, 
1391-6,477; CCR, 1396-9, 66; A. Hamilton Thomp
son in The Archaeological Journal, LXXV, 244; . 
CFR, 1391-9, 106; CCR, 1392-6, 244; VCH Leics., 
H, H. There is a brass commemorating Mulso and 
his wife Joan in Newton Church (Mill Stephenson: 
A List of the Monumental Brasses, etc., 387). William 
la Zouche left a bequest to him in 1396 (Gibbons, 93). 
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(printed for the ,first time in entirety in the Appendix) they claimed the Northamptonshire and 
Leicestershire properties as heirs of this Sir Ralph, asserting that Richard was the son of TY90t 
Lowekin. The new inquisitions they asked for were certainly held-but it is likely that Richard 
was again found to be Sir Ralph's son and heir. In 1396 they renewed their claim that Sir Ralph's 
parents had died without male issue, citing the 1339 fine entailing on the latter Thorpe Langton 
(Leics.) and Madeley (Staffs.): as regards the second manor, the plea was suspended in 1397 
during Richard's minority. In 1398 they claimed on similar grounds Basset manors in North
amptonshire, Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire, to no effect, against those who were holding 
the wardship-Rutland (now Duke of Aumarle), Sir Hugh Despenser of Collyweston, John 
Mulso, Nicholas Bradshaw, Adam Lichfield, Thomas Wydville and Robert Wintringham, clerk. 
A fortnight before the last suspension of their plea, in August 1398, the escheators were ordered 
~o give Richard Basset livery of the in1J.eritance, though he was not yet of age. Before 23rd January 
1399, by a cruel irony of fate, the young man suffered a death similar to his father's: he was 
killed by two men of Towcester, possibly near there, on the highway leading through Whittlewood 
Forest. These deaths are a sad comment on rural lawlessness in Northamptonshire. In February 
1399 a grant was made of goods of three Hanley foresters who had committed two murders at 
Towcester. In December 1399 the group who had held the wardship in the previous year, with 
the exception of Lichfield, and the addition of Sir Thomas Shelley, John Verdon and Henry 
Brown, were pardoned for acquiring Weld on, Rockingham and Weston from Richard Basset 
without licence: and were licensed to enfeoff another group in the properties. Shelley and Verdon 
were retainers of John Holand, Earl of Hunting90n, Richard Il's half-brother, who held the 
custody of Rockingham Castle and Forest. Richard Basset's connections with the higher nobility 
might have opened up for him a glittering career had he lived. The group enfeoffed in December 
1399 may have granted Weld on and Weston to Aylesbury and Knyvet as the heirs: three of them 
were acting as Sir Thomas Aylesbury's Weston feoffees in 1411. His father had held a moiety of 
the inheritance at his death in 1409. Knyvet was holding Great Weld on in 1402: at his death in 
1418 he possessed the other moiety of the inheritance. The only inquisition post mortem of 1399 
into Richard Basset's property which survives is apparently that held in Leicestershire-the jurors 
believed him to have been Lowekin's son, a story originating in Staffordshire. Thorpe Langton 
and property in Welham (Leics.) were retained in the king's hand until 1409, when by a new 
inquisition in that county Richard was found to be Sir Ralph's son, and Aylesbury and Knyvet 
his heirs.ll 

The brief history of the last Basset of Weldon illustrates what could happen when family 
solidarity broke down: For eight years Aylesbury and Knyvet strove to disinherit their young 
nephew. The legal protection afforded to the property of a royal minor defeated them. The weight 
of admissible evidence was against their assertions of illegitimacy: but we cannot entirely discount 
them. Neither claimant appears to have been in the habit of chicanery. Canon Ralph Basset's 
brother had put forward a claim first. No more than juries composed of tenants and neighbours, 
who could only pronounce on the notorious facts of tenure, and might be swayed by current 
rumour, can we penetrate the secrets of family life. 

Richard Basset's history illustrates how courtiers coveted wardships, often using local 
knowledge in securing them. One of the greatest at court, Rutland, eventually secured Richard's 

11 C.P. 40, Roll No. 541, Easter, m.152d; CCR, 
1396-9, 91; CP 40, Roll No. 552, Hilary, m.120; 
CCR, 1396-9, 309, 395; CPR, 1396-9, 431; ib., 468, 
486; ib., 325; Chronicque de la Traison et Mort de 
Richart Deux, ed. B. Williams, 259; CPR, 1391-6, 
208; ib., 1388-92, 394; ib., 1408-13, 301; CIPM, Ill, 
p.327; Bodleian, MS. Top.Northants.,C.12,f.326; 
Bridges, Il, 354; CCR, 1413-9, 495; Chancery, C. 
136, File 102, No. 4; CP, 11, 12; CFR, 1405-13, 142. 

In October 1398 Sir John Aylesbury, too infirm 
to plead in person, had attorneys in all courts for one 
year (CPR, 1396-9, 418). His son had appeared in 

the Common Pleas on his behalf earlier in the year 
(C.P.40, Roll No. 552, m.120). Sir Hugh Despenser 
was Huntingdon's deputy at Brest in 1389, and 
William Zouche's executor in 1396 (CPR, 1388-92, 
49; Gibbons, 93). For the family at Collyweston, see 
Bridges, Il, 435. There is a brass to Robert Win
tringham, Canon of Lincoln, in Cotterstock Church. 
He was Aumarle's attorney in 1399 (Mill Stephenson, 
381; CPR, 1396-9, 519). It was found by inquisition 
into Sir Ralph Basset's property in Staffordshire in 
in March 1391 that Thomas Basset, clerk, was his 
heir (Exchequer Inq.P.M.,E.149, File 58, No. 3). 
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wardship: the influence of a king's favourite, and the advice of his councillors and officials may 
have been valuable to an inexperienced young man in countering the claims of predatory relatives, 
and in running the estates. Minors' lands were indeed sometimes depredated by guardians: but 
Rutland put the wardship in the hands of his Northamptonshire friends and servants. They may 
have been concerned to guard the interests of an ancient local family. County society was close
knit: claimants to a Northamptonshire inheritance petitioning in the 1395 parliament complained 
about the local network operating in favour of the possessor. The claimants were " ... d'autre 
Countee, et a cause que le dit Thomas est cy grauntement mayntenu par les graundes de mesme 
le Countee .. . ils ne purront nulle recoverer avoir envers luy par la commune ley ... ".12 

ANTHONY GOODMAN. 

12 Rotuli Parliamentorum, Ill, 326-7. 

APPENDIX 

THE following undated petition (P.R.O., Ancient Petitions, S.C.8, File 88, No. 4399) was probably 
presented during the parliament which met at Winchester from January 20th until February 10th 
1393.1 The Chancellor then and during Easter and Michaelmass terms 1392 was Thomas Arundel, 
Archbishop of York: he may have failed to act in the case in 1392 because of the Chancery decisions 
in that and the previous year to protect Richard Basset's tenure during his minority. 

A nostre tresredoute Seignur le Roi et a tresnobles et sages Seignurs de cest present 
parlement 

Supplient Johan Aylesbury Chivaler et Johan ,Knyvet Cosyns et hers Rauf Basset de 
Weldon Chivaler cestassavoir Johan Aylesbury fitz Johanne soer a Rauf pier le dit Rauf Basset 
de Weldon Chivaler et lavauntdit J ohan Knyvet fitz Alianore autre(?) soer le dit Rauf pier le dit 
Rauf Basset de Weld on Chivaler que come les avauntditz J ohan et J ohan nadgairs pursuerent a 
nostre Seignur le Roi par peticione reherceantz que le dit Rauf Basset de Weld on Chivaler morust 
seise en son demesne come (de fee?) de le manoir de Weld on ove les apurtenances tenuz de Roi 
en chief et de la manoir de Weston sur Wylond ove les appurtenances quex extendent en Sutton 
et Dyngele tenuz de Roi en chief en le Counte de Northampton de dyce acres de pree et demy(?) 
en Welham en le Counte de leycestre tenuz de Roi en chief et de diverses terres et tenementz 
ove les apurtenances en les villes de Thorp langeton langeton et Boudon en le Counte de leycestre 
tenuz dautres apres(?) . . . mort briefs de diem clausit extremum isserount severalment(?) ales 
Eschetours des ditz Countees devaunt quex estoit severalment trove que le dit Rauf Basset de 
Weldon Chivaler morust seisi en son demesne come de fee de les manoirs terres et tenementz 
suisdit en les ditz Countees et que un Richard fuist fitz et heir le dit Rauf Basset de Weldon 
Chivaler et que le dit Richard fuist deinz age par quoy les avauntditz manoirs terres et tenementz 
en tous les ditz Countees severalment estoient seisez es mayns nostre dit Seignur le Roi .•.... 
offices ent retornez en la Chauncellarie nostre dit Seignur le Roi pluis plenement apiert, la ou le 
dit Rauf Basset de Weld on Chivaler eut morust seisi saunz issu de son corps et que le dit Richard 
nest mye le fitz le dit Rauf Basset de Weldon Chivaler einz le fitz un Tybot lowekyn, et que les 
avauntditz J ohan et J ohan sont cosyns et heirs le dit Rauf Basset de Weld on Chivaler come 
devaunt est dit. Suppliantz et priantz al hautesse nostre dit Seignur le Roi comander son Chaun
celler ... (as ditz?) suppliantz briefs de mandamus denquere de la dice matere ales Eschetours 
des ditz Countees et atauntz et tiels come lour busoignera en les ditz cases, et sur ceo nostre 
tresredoute Seignur le Roi envoiast la dite supplicacion enclosez deinz ses honurables lettres 
directez a son Chaunceller en le terme de pasche darrein passe luy comandant que vieu et entendu 
la dice supplicacione et la matere compris en ycelle ferroit faire toucheant ceste matere as ditz 

1 Calendar of Inquisition post mortem (Record Commission), vol Ill, no. 153, p. 173; J. Nichols, History • •• 
and Antiquities of the County of Leicester (1798), vol. 11, pt. 11, p. 862. 
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suppliantz ceo que les leys et usages de son ... (et sur ceo)? les ditz suppliantz ount pursuez longe
ment a le dit Chaunceller pur avoir respons de la matere avauntdite contenuz en la dice supplica
cione et les lettres avauntditz, dount ils ne purront nul respouns ne fyn avoir de la matere avauntdit. 
Suppliantz et priantz(?) al hautesse nostre dit Seignur le Roi derechief comander son Chaunceller 
et to us les Justices de lun banc et delautre de assembler de iour en autre saunz ascun delaye afyn 
que la dice matere serroit termine et discusse en le terme de seint michel darrein passe et les ditz 
suppliantz ent responduz selonc ceo que la ley et reson demandent en la matere avauntdite et 
sur ceo ferroit droit as ditz suppliantz saunz ascun autre delay. Et sur ceo nostre tresredoute 
Seignur le Roi envoiast la dice supplicacione enclosez deinz ses honurables lettres directez a son 
Chaunceller luy comandant qil ferroit appeller devaunt lui en la Chauncellarie les Justices de lun 
banc et de lautre et vieu la dice supplicacione et les matiers compris en ycelles par eux plenenment 
entenduz ferroit faire as ditz suppliantz toucheantz les maters suisditz plein et owel droit en la 
dit terme de Seint Michel suivaunt come bonement purroit par la ley. Et sur ceo les ditz 
suppliantz ont pursuiz longement au dit Chaunceller pur avoir respouns de la matere avauntdite 
contenuz en la dite supplicacione et les lettres avauntditz, dount ils ne purront nul respouns ne 
fyn avoir de la matere avauntdice. Qe plese comandez le dit Chaunceller faire droit et ley en la 
matere avauntdite as ditz suppliantz en cest present terme saunz ascun autre delay pur dieu et 
en oevre de charite. Considerantz que les ditz suppliantz ount pursuez en la Chauncellarie sur la 
dite matere par deuz ans et pluis et dount ils ne purront nul fyn ne respons avoir . 

• 

NORTHAMPTON MUSEUM 

THIS year the Northampton Borough Museum celebrates the centenary of the founding of its 
first Museum Committee. In its early days the Committee's Chairman was that great local historian 
and antiquarian, Sir Henry Dryden, and the Museum was housed in the Town Hall. 

In 1876 the Museum, along with the new Public Library which included the Library of 
the Mechanics' Institute, was moved to the site of the former County Gaol in Guildhall Road. 
The Library moved to its present site in Abington Street in 1910, an Art Gallery was established 
in 1911, and Mr. T. George, previously Librarian and Curator, became the Museum's full-time 
Curator. An extension to the Art Gallery, dedicated to Thurston L. Shoosmith, followed in 1935. 

The M\J.seum's fine collection illustrating the history of the footwear industry is widely 
noted. But the Museum's staff have als,o performed valuable service in helping to co-ordinate 
archaeological research throughout the county. We can be confident that the Museum will continue 
to serve the cultural needs of an expanding Northampton. 

P.A.J.P. 
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