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NOTES AND NEWS 

THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE' REcORD SOCIETY is 
proud to announce that it now has about 1,200 
members. The Council and Officers send 
greetings to all members and friends in North
amptonshire and throughout the world. 

The Society's Annual General Meeting 
was held at Delapre Abbey on Saturday, 29th 
May, 1965. It was a nostalgic occasion, as both 
the President and the General Editor announced 
their retirement from office. Since 1957, the 
Society has profited from the scholarship, 
wisdom, and humour of its President, Sir 
George Clark. Tribute was justly paid to the 
distinguished historian and editor, who had 
been Regius Professor at Cambridge, Provost 
of Oriel College, Oxford, and who has for 
nearly eight years, presided over this Society. 

To succeed Sir George, the Annual General 
Meeting unanimously elected Sir Gyles Isham. 
Members have long shown their new Presid.ent 
respect and appreciation, not only for his great 
erudition and his role in public life, but also 
for allowing the Society to occupy rooms at 
Lamport Hall before the restoration of Delapre, 
and for his Editorship of this Journal. 

Miss J oan Wake, pilot and inspiration of the 
Society since its inception also relinquished her 
office as Honorary General Editor. The new 
President read letters-of tribute to Miss Wake 
from Sir Robert Somerville, Chairman of the 
Council of the British Record Association, and 
from Professor V~ H. Galbraith. Mr. S ~ J. 
Tyrrell, of Eydon, spoke appreciatively on 
behalf of the many village historians who have 
been inspired by her. Then, Miss Sylvia Riches 
presented a bouquet to Miss Wake. Members 
will be pleased that Miss Wake had an enjoyable 
visit to Southern Rhodesia during the Autumn. 
Dr. G. H. Martin, Lecturer in History at the 
University of Leicester, was elected to succeed 
her as Honorary General Editor. 

After the conclusion of business, Sir George 
Clark addressed the Society on 'Tradition as an 
Element in Local History'. ' 

Our Autumn lecture was given on Nov
ember 6th by George S. H. L. Washington, on 
'The Washington Family, and its Northamp-

tonshire Associations'. We were rightly confi
dent that this would stimulate wide interest. 

Editors are continuing work as quickly as 
possible on the Society's forthcoming publica
tions. The Royal Forests of Northamptonshire by 
P. A. J. Pettit, is in the hands of the printers. 
Mr. V. H. Hatley and Mr. B. A. Bailey are 
preparing the Northamptonshire Militia-Roll of 
1777. The most exciting development is the 
Society'S agreement with the Buckhamshire 
Record Society for the joint publication of the 
fine series of original charters connected with 
Luffield Abbey, a small Benedictine monastery 
on the borders of Northamptonshire and Buck
inghamshire in the vicinity of Wittlewood 
Forest. The charters date from 1124 until at 
least 1464. These charters will be edited by 
Mr. G. R. Elvey, and should produce volumes 
of the greatest interest and importance. 

The Northamptonshire Record Society has 
tried to stimulate interest in Local History 
among school pupils by means of its Young 
Historians Competition. Many History 
teachers realize the value of Local History, but 
there has been uncertainty about the most 
suitable fields of study with secondary school 
pupils and doubt about printed and manuscript 
sources available. The Society, therefore, 
organized a half-day Conference on 'Teaching 
Local History in Secondary Schools' on Oct
ober 16th. The principal sp~aker was Mr. M. V. 
Seaborne, formerly Senior History Master at 
Corby Grammar School, and now Lecturer in 
Education at Leicester University. He talked 
about experimental tests using Local History 
material in connection with the C.S.E. examin
ation. He was supported by Mr. J. M. Steane, 
Headmaster of Kettering Grammar School, 
Mr. P. 1. King, Mr. B. A. Bailey, and Dr. 
P. A. J. Pettit. 

We are pleased to record that the North
amptonshire Federation of Archaeological 
Societies held its inaugural meeting on the 
18th September. The co-ordination of archaeo
logical work, and the publication of its findings 
sets the Federation a challenging and valuable 
task. 
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The Society congratulates the Northampton 
and County Independent on publishing its 
Diamond Jubilee Issue which contained over 
forty pages of pictures of events and scenes in 
Nor~hampton since the Independent was first 
published in 1905. 

This copy of Northamptonshire Past and 
Present is the last in Volume Ill. The Council 
and members of the Society wish to express 
their appreciation of the scholarly work of its 
Editor, Sir Gyles Isham. Thanks are also 
offered to all who helped with the packing and 
distribution of the Journal, to our printers, to 
the Dalkeith Press Limited, Kettering, and to 
our Advertisers on whose support we so much 
depend. 

P.A.J.P 

The following is the text of the letter (noted 
above) received from Professor Galbraith on the 
occasion of Miss Wake's retirement as General 
Editor of the Society's publications. 

Dear Mr. Pettit, 
At this sad moment of Miss Wake's retire

ment, may I, as a very old friend of hers, pay 
an objective tribute to her pre-eminent services 
to the cause of Local Records during the better 
part of fifty years. 

The nineteenth century, which so admirably 
provided for the care of our Public Records, 
did virtually nothing for the preservation of 
Private and Local Archives, and the problem of 
making them available for historical scholars. 
To the complex and almost heart-breaking 
struggle, to remedy this tragic oversight, Miss 
Wake brought a first-class mind, suppor-ted by 
well-nigh superhuman persistence. She was 'a 
bonnie feckter' as we say in Scotland, and for 
many years a femme formidable to Lord Chan
cellors, Masters of the Rolls and Deputy 
Keepers! Even now, the battle has not been 
won, but at least progress has been made; and 
as one of her many male slaves, I can bear 
witness to her constructive and realistic con
tribution to this cause, with which her name 
will always be associated. 

• 

Good historian as she is, and architect of one 
of the two model Record Societies in Great 
Britain, her services to Local Records were 
equalled by no other individual, unless, per
haps, by her friend, Miss Ethel Stokes. 

Today the whole world of History and 
Historical Research is deeply indebted to the 
protagonists in this heroic struggle, and, I am 
sure, would like to wish her 'God Speed' and 
continued activity in her retirement. 

Yours sincerely, 
V. H. Galbraith. 

Our Contributors 
OUR new contributors to this year's Northamp
tonshire Past and Present are: 

Mr. H. D. Turner, who teaches history at 
the University of Hong Kong. He is a graduate 
of Christ's College, Cambridge, and worked at 
the Northamptonshire Record Office in 1961 
when engaged on post-graduate work, largely 
on the Hattons. He is preparing a full-length 
study of the 1st Viscount. His article on Charles 
Hatton might be described as a by-product of 
these studies. 

Mr. Anthony Goodman, a graduate of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, teaches history at 
the University of Edinburgh. 

Lt.-Colonel W. T. Sargeaunt lives in Hamp
shire, but is a member of the Northamptonshire 
family about whom he writes. 

We are particularly pleased to print an article 
by Mrs. Ranson on the Finedon Inclosure, as 
she is a member of the Staff of the North
amptonshire Record Office. She was educated 
at Bedford College, London, and gained her 
diploma in Archives Administration at U niver
sity College. Before coming to Delapre, she 
worked at the Gloucestershire Record Office. 

We also have an article by Mr. P. 1. King, 
the Archivist at Delapre, and another by Mrs. 
Bond, who was an assistant archivist at Lam
port, before she married. Both these archivists 
have contributed to Northamptonshire Past and 
Present on previous occasions. 

Mr. George Washington, and Mr. Victor 
Hatley have also written for us before. 

Thanks are due to the following for supplying photographs, for blocks, and for giving permission to 
reproduce material in their possession: The Trustees of the British Museum, the Northampton Public 
Library, Mr. Bruce Bailey, Mr. J. C. Brown, Lt.-Col. W. T. Sargeaunt, Mr. M. J. V. Seaborne, 

and the Executors of the late D. W. Wood. 
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SOME ASPECTS OF NORTHAMPTON'S HISTORY, 1815-51 

ON 1 May 1815 a branch canal, four miles long, was opened between Northampton and the 
main waterway of the Grand Junction Canal at Blisworth. Church bells were rung in the town, 
cannon were fired, and a crowd of people gathered to watch a procession of boats make its way 
from Blisworth to N orthampton.1 

Soon after the opening of the branch canal, Northampton began to grow rapidly. The 
population of the town, which had been 8,400 in 1811, was 10,800 in 1821, 15,400 in 1831,21,200 
in 1841 and 26,700 in 1851. This growth was chiefly due to the expansion of the Northampton 
shoe-manufacturing industry. In 1818 there were about 550 adult male shoemakers living in 
Northampton; this number had risen to 1,300 in 1831, 1,800 in 1841 and 3,000 in 1851.2 

The branch canal ' gave Northampton a link by water, not only with London, but also 
with Birmingham, Manchester and a number of other towns. Boots and shoes in large consign
ments are both heavy and bulky to handle, and require efficient means of transport if they are to 
be sent regularly over long distances. Populous towns are promising markets for the sale of ready
made footwear. It would have been remarkable if the Northampton shoe-manufacturers had not 
used the facilities which the branch canal made available to them.3 

As early as 1819 an advertisement in the Northampton Mercury referred to 'the improving 
state of Northampton in consequence of the Grand Junction Canal ... '.4 In 1831 a Northampton 
witness told a parliamentary committee that 'the canal proved a great benefit [to the town] when 
it was first established'.5 Three witnesses from Northampton who were being examined in 1836 
before another parliamentary committee all testified to the part played by· the canal in developing 
the town's economy. A banker stated that 'the town of Northampton has been for the last 20 
years in a most progressive state of improvement, especially since the Grand Junction Canal was 
opened which has opened (sic) a communication to London'.6 A shoe-manufacturer declared that 
'previous to the canal being opened, the [ shoe] trade was very small'. 7 , An ironfounder informed 
the committee that, owing to the canal, 'trade has very considerably increased, as the increased 
(sic) population of the town will show'. 8 

1815 is thus a date of importance in the history of Northampton, although the 150th 
anniversary of the opening of the branch canal was not celebrated by the citizens with bellringing 
or cannonading! It is proposed in this article to examine five aspects of Northampton's growth 
between 1815 and 1851, the active lifetime of many of the younger spectators who watched the ~ 
first boats reach Northampton from Blisworth. These aspects are housing, industry, politics, 
religion and public administration. 

* * * * * * * 

H. L. R. O. = House of Lords Record Office. 
N. M. = Northampton Mercury. 
N. P. L. = Northampton Public Library. 
P. P. = Parliamentary Papers. 

1 N. M., 6 May 1815. 
2 Figure for 1818 calculated from the pollbook 

issue4 at Northampton after the General Election of 
that year. Other figures from the published census 
returns, 1831, 1841, 1851. 

3 I have been unable to trace records from any 
shoe-manufacturing firm located in Northampton 

between 1815 and 1851. 
4 N. M., 23 Jan. 1819. 
5 P. P. (Lords), 1831-32, cccxi (181), 63. 
6 H. L. R. 0., Mins. of Evidence, H.C., 1836, Vol. 

30, Midland Counties Railway (13 May), 112-3. 
7 Ibid.,192. . 
8 Ibid., (12 May), 87. 
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People need houses to live in: more people, more houses; In 1811 there were 1,600 houses 
in Northampton; in 1851, 5,016.9 

Reduced to essentials, the street plan of Northampton in 1815 was cruciform. A series of 
streets running north-south (Sheep Street, The Drapery, Bridge Street) intersected another series 
of streets running east-west (Abington Street, Mercers' Row, Gold Street, Marefair) at All 
Saints' Church. Within the angles formed by this intersection were various lesser streets and a 
number of closes, orchards and market gardens. Except for the lower part of Bridge Street, which 
extended to the River Nene, the built-up area of Northampton fitted with room to spare into 
the area for~erly enclosed by the town walls.lo 

Between 1815 and 1835 most of the new building in Northampton took place within the 
angles formed by the intersection of the main streets. This applied to working-class districts such 
as Green Street and Scarletwell, and also to middle-class districts such as Derogate and Albion 
Place. Gradually the closes, orchards and market gardens were replaced by buildings; in 1837 
an advertisement describing land near College Street stated that 'every inhabitant knows that 
this is the last estate of its kind, in the centre of Northampton, which can ever be submitted to 
public competition'.l1 

During the 1830's a few houses were built outside the line of the town walls. Plans were 
made for an ambitious housing estate half a mile up the Wellingborough Road, and six streets 
were laid out, although the site was not developed until the 1850's. The most important of these 
streets was named Newtown Road, and the others were East, South, West, Melbourne and 
Bouverie Streets. The projector of this estate, Thomas Grundy, was a local ironfounder; during 
the 1830's he speculated in housing in a big way, establishing his own brickyard and also promoting 
Northampton's first building society.12 Grundy was politically an ardent Liberal, hence his desire 
to commemorate in 'Newtown' the names of the Liberal prime minister (Lord Melbourne) and 
the local Liberal squire (Edward Bouverie of Delapre Abbey). 

Several housing speculators during the 1830's were aware that dwellings erected on North
ampton's extra-parochial lands would be attractive' to persons who invested in real estate. These 
lands-in the Middle Ages they had belonged to St. Andrew's Priory, Northampton-did not 
come under parochial jurisdiction, and (until 1857) no poor rate was levied on houses which had 
been built on them. 'Newtown' was sited on extra-parochial land, so also were Upper Harding 
Street, Great Russell Street and the north side of Grafton Street.13 By 1851 there were 504 
occupied houses 'extra-parochial' in Northampton. 

The extra-parochial lands lay entirely to the north and east of the area of Northampton 
built-up by 1830, and their use stimula~ed the growth of the town in these directions. The devel
opment of Northampton to the south and west was, in any case, inhibited by the proximity of the 
River Nene, the valley of which was liable to flooding. In addition, much of the land flanking 
the river (e.g. Cow Meadow) was subject to right of pastqrage exercised by the freemen of 
Northampton, and its use for other purposes, including building, would have required the sanction 
of Parliament. 

As the shoe-manufacturing industry was still unmechanised at this period, there would be no 
problem in Northampton of smoke from a large number of industrial premises being carried 
eastwards by the prevailing winds. Many fine houses, most of them overlooking the Nene Valley, 
were built in the eastern suburbs after 1815. Victoria Place dates from 1837, Spencer Parade 

9 Published census returns, 1811 and 1851. 
10 Se~ the map of Northampton engraved by J. 

Roper and published in 1807 (N. P. L.). 
11 N. M., 11 Feb. 1837. 
12 Grundy advertisements for the sale of land, etc. 

(N. P. L.); Prospectus of the Northampton Building 
Society, dated 12 May 1836 (N. P. L.). 

13 Extra-parochial land is marked as such on the 
map of Northampton engraved by W. W. Law and 

publisheCl in 1847 (N. P. L.). See also N. M., 4 June 
1853 and 26 Dec., 1857. 

As early as 1841 there were 2,293 persons 
dwelling on extra-parochial land at Northampton, a 
larger number than were dwelling on any other 
enclave of unrated extra-parochial land in England 
and Wales (P. P., 1844, XL, 585-99). Extra-parochial 
land at Northampton amounted to about 300 acres. 
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from about 1840, and the houses in the south portion of Cheyne Walk from the earlier 1840'S.14 
In 1845 the Corporation put up for sale a block of land south of the Billing Road, stipulating that 
only high-class housing should be developed on the site. This was the origin of the Cliftonville 
estate; the first house to be erected was 'Springfield' (the present Borough Education Offices), 
which had been completed by 1847.15 

The supply of new houses in Northampton, which had more than kept pace with the 
growth of population during the 1820's and 1830's, languished for ten years after 1841. Only 
521 new houses were constructed during this decade, compared with 1,284 between 1831 and 
1841. Even so there does not seem to have been a housing shortage in the town at mid-century, 
except perhaps for middle-class persons with limited means at their disposal. A correspondent in 
the Northampton Mercury, writing in 1851, complained that while there were plenty of 'small 
cottages, suitable for working men', and a number of 'splendid mansions, with their castellated 
fronts or elaborately ornamented' (sic), there was also a scarcity of medium-sized residences with 
gardens.16 The building of Langham Place, Primrose Hill and Castilian Street during the 1850's 
and 1860's presumably helped to relieve this deficiency. 

* * * * * * * 
As has already been stated, the Northampton shoe-manufacturing industry grew rapidly 

during the 35 years between 1815 and 1851. The number of shoemakers increased, and so also 
did the number of firms making shoes; there were 19 'boot and shoe makers' listed in the North
ampton section of a trades directory published in 1823, and 66 'boot and shoe manufacturers
wholesale' in a similar directory for 1850.17 

By the 1830's many of these firms had become quite large. William Parker, who was 
probably the leading manufacturer "at the time, stated in 1836 that he employed 500 persons and 
that his annual production was 20,000 pairs of boots and 60,000 pairs of shoes. One-third of his 
output went to Manchester, and the rest (so he inferred) principally to London. Parker was 
prepared to admit that John Groom, also of Northampton, was the proprietor of a firm almost 
as large as his own. IS 

Among the shoe-operatives of Northampton the highest status was achieved by the clickers, 
the craftsmen who cut the upper components of the shoe out of the hide. Clickers worked on 
their employer's premises, and were also responsible for supervising the distribution of work to 
the journeymen shoemakers.19 At the other end of the labour scale were the child closers who 
stitched together the upper components of the shoe. These boys and girls worked long hours for 
low wages, and were employed, not by the shoe-manufacturers, but by small masters whose 
premises were rarely more than single rooms in terraced houses. Few of these children received 
much education; in 1851 an inspector of schools complained that 'there is no locality in which 
children are retained for so short a time under instruction as in this town [Northampton], where 
the shoe-making business is carried on to a great extent, and in certain departments of which 
very young children can be employed'. 20 

Most of the journeymen-shoemakers performed their tasks at home, returning a week's 
work to the premises of their employers on Saturday and collecting their wages and a fresh supply 
of work. As they were paid piece rates, it is difficult to estimate average earnings; much would 
depend on a man's diligence, sobriety and skill, together with any assistance he could receive from 

14 See the maps of Northampton produced by 
Dewhurst and Nichols (1836), Durham and Cart
wright (1841), and Law (1847) (all N. P. L.). Also 
the ratebooks for the parishes of All Saints' and St. 
Giles' (N. P. L.). 

15 Corporation advertisement for the sale of land, 
5 June 1845 (N. P. L.); Law map of 1847. 

16 N. M., 16 Aug. 1851. 
17 Pigot & CO.'s London and Provincial New Com-

mercial Directory for 1823-4; Slater's Directory of . .. 
Northamptonshire . .. 1850. 

18 H. L. R. 0., (13 May) 180-6. " 
19 Numerous advertisements for clickers are con

tained in the N. M. during the 1840's and 1850's. 
20 P. P., 1852, XL, 289. Information about the 

child closers is contained in Victor A. Hatley: 'The 
St. Giles' Shoe School', Journal of the British Boot 
and Sh~e Institution, Vol. 9 (1960-61), 619-24. 
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his wife and children. The impression of Northampton's general welfare gained by outsiders 
during the post-1815 period is, on the whole, favourable; in 1835 the commissioners examining 
the municipal corporations of England and Wales reported that the town was 'flourishing, and 
its prosperity appears on the increase'.21 Nevertheless, the shoe-manufacturing industry was not 
free from strikes, disputes between men and masters occurring in 1825, 1839 and 1852, the two 
latter over wage rates.22 The introduction in 1857 of machinery for stitching shoes also caused 
much ill-feeling which eventually culminated in a strike. 

During the 1830's and 1840's several of the Northampton shoe-manufacturing firms 
established their own premises in some of the larger British towns. Messrs. Hallam and Edens, 
for example, by 1840 had 'wholesale and retail establishments' in Manchester, Liverpool, Stock
port, Sheffield, Leeds and Nottingham.23 In 1850 George Moore was operating 'branches' in 
Manchester, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Belfast.24 

The high proportion of inhabitants who were employed in shoe-manufacturing-39% of 
the adult males in 1851-did not encourage the large-scale growth of other industries in North
ampton during this period, although by the early 1830's three foundries had been established in 

. the town. They obtained coal and iron by way of the canal. 25 Innkeeping was traditionally an 
important occupation in Northampton, which was a recognised halting-place on the main road 
between London and Manchester. In 1825 it was stated that 217 stage coaches passed through 
the town each week,26 although this traffic dwindled to nothing when railways came into use. 

Northampton was not fortunate in attracting railway facilities during the 1830's. The 
inhabitants tried hard to persuade, first the London and Birmingham Railway, and afterwards 
the Midland Counties Railway, to run a main line through the town, but without success.27 
However, Northampton did obtain a station (Bridge Street) when the branch line along the Nene 
Valley was opened .in 1845; and in the following year the Northampton Mercury could boast that 
'we have excellent Railway accommodation to London, Birmingham, and Peterborough', 28 
although passengers for London and Birmingham had to change trains at Blisworth in order to 
reach their destinations. 

* * * * * * * 
Electioneering in Northampton between 1768 and 1796 had been noteworthy in two ways: 

firstly, all male householders not in receipt of poor relief were entitled to vote, a wide franchise 
which the town retained until 1832; secondly, several of the elections, in particular that of 1768, 
were contested with remarkable ferocity. 

The electio!1 of 1796, however, was followed by 22 years of electoral peace. Northampton, 
which returned two members to Parliament, was represented throughout this period by one 
'Tory', who was elected on the 'interest' of the Marquess of Northampton (i.e. the Marquess 
nominated a candidate, and paid the expenses of his election) and strongly supported by the. 
Corporation, and by one 'Whig', who was supported by the nonconformists, a body of persons 
who were rising in social and economic importance. Nearly all the Northampton shoe-manufac
turers were nonconformists.29 

In 1818 this political truce came to an end. Following the defeat of his candidate at the 
election of 1820, Lord Northampton gave up his 'interest' at Northampton, leaving the 'Tories' 
(Conservatives after 1832) to struggle alone against their 'Whig' (Liberal after 1835) adversaries.30 

21 P. P., 1835, XXV, 559. 
22 N. M., March, April, May 1825; 20 and 27 July 

1839; 4, 13, 20 and 27 Dec. 1852. 
23 Northamptonshire Notes and Queries (ed. John 

Taylor), Vol. 3, (1890) 20. See also the press of the 
towns concerned, e.g. Nottingham Journal, 9 Aug. 
1833. 

24 Slater's Directory, 1850. 
25 H. L. R. 0., (12 May) 63-118. 
26 N. M., 19 Feb. 1825. 

27 e.g. N. M., 6 Nov. 1830, 6 Feb. 1836. 
28 N. M., 26 Sept. 1846. 
29 P. P., 1835, XXV, 570. 
30 Party nomenclature before the 1830's is a prob

lem. I have preferred to put the words Whig and 
Tory in inverted commas; in Northampton, 'Tory' 
was only used as a term of political abuse, but 'Whig' 
was used quite often by the Whigs to describe them
selves politically. 
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'Tories' or Conservatives, they mostly struggled in vain. Their candidates were faced by 
the almost concentrated opposition of the shoe-manufacturing industry. At the election of 1837, 
for example, out of 487 journeymen-shoemaker voters (1,927 persons voted in all),373 voted for 
either or both of the Liberal candidates, 22 split their votes between a Liberal and the Conser
vative candidate, and only 92 cast a 'plumper' for the Conservative.3I 

This massing of the shoemakers on behalf of the Liberal party was not achieved without 
the use of pressure by some of the shoe-manufacturers. Over many years there were references to 
what was sometimes called 'the screw', under which a shoemaker who voted against his master's' 

-' 
TO JOURNEYMEN 

SBOEBI.AKEBS.' 
------=~~~'''''''~~,,~,''''''-~--

THREATS have been made use of to intimidate you from 
fulfilling your Promises like ~Ien! B~ not dismayed by such 
Tllreats, for should any Master discharge you in consequence 
of performing your Engagements to Sir R. H. GUNNING, 
IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT & CONSTANT 
WORK will be given. by applying' to Mr. T. HEWLETT, 
who is engaged as AGENT to a Joint Stock Company for the 
ltJallufacture of BOOTS, SHOES, &c. 

},' orthalJlpton. I ~th June, 1826. 

Di~ef" SwitbiiO, Printers, PUlde, N~rt.bamp,gg,. 

AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO SHOEMAKERS! 

Political poster issued by the 'Tories' of Northampton at the time of 
the General Election of 1826. 

(By courtesy of the Public Libraries Committee, County Borough of Northampton) 

wishes lost his job.32 The Liberal defence of this practice seems to have been that the shoemakers 
were free to vote according to their consciences, but that accepting a Conservative bribe justified 
dismissa1.33 It need only be added that Robert Vernon Smith, Liberal M.P. for Northampton 
between 1831 and 1859, admitted in 1859 that the Liberal victory of 1831 had cost £4,000 to 
achieve.34 Bribery was used by Liberals and Conservatives alike, although the cost of fighting an 
election at Northampton apparently became cheaper after the Reform Act of 1832.35 

Needless to say the Conservatives struggled doggedly against the political domination of 
the Liberals. Up to 1835 the Corporation charities were freely used on behalf of the Conservative 
candidates for election.36 £1,000 was -voted out of Corporation funds towards the expenses of 
Sir Robert Gunning, a 'Tory' who contested Northampton unsuccessfully in 1826.37 At some 
elections a Conservative agency was set up to distribute work to shoemakers who had lost their 

31 Northampton pollbook, 1837 (N. P. L.). 
32 e.g. 39 and 43/1818 (43 a denial), 15/1830, 

27/1841, collection of political handbills (N. P. L.). 
N. M., 10 July 1852. 

33 Northamptonshire Free Press, 19 and 26 Jan., 9 
Feb. 1833. 
34 N. M., 22 Oct. 1859. See also Northamptonshire 

Free Press, 12 Nov. 1831 (speech by Thomas Sharp, 
an important Liberal in Northampton). 

3S N. M., 22 Oct. 1859. As will be explained, there 
was a considerable reduction in the number of voters 
at Northampton after 1832. 

36 P. P., 1835, XXV, 572. 
37 Ibid., 571-2. 
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jobs through voting Conservative. 38 However, the main hope of the Conservatives was dissension 
between the left and right wings of the Liberal party in Northampton. At the elections of 1830, 
1832 and 1835 this dissension was the principal factor in· enabling the Conservatives to capture a 
Northampton seat. In 1837 the ~iberals put forward candidates who jointly represented both 
sections of Liberal opinion, and the Conservative candidate was decisively beaten. The Conser
vatives did not succeed in electing another member for Northampton until 1874. 

It may be noticed in passing that the Chartists of Northampton, although noisy, made 
little impression on the politics of the town.39 Dr. Peter McDouall, a figure of national importance 
in the movement, contested Northampton in 1841, but polled only 176 votes. The leading 
Northampton Chartist, Christopher Harrison, a sawyer, afterwards emigrated to Australia, and 
was there hanged for murder in 1864.40 

Rudimentary party organisation was evolving in Northampton during the 1820's. The 
Whig Club, which usually met at the Ram Inn, was formed in 1827; it had an executive committee 
of 13 persons, and its first chairman, the Rev. Benjamin Lloyd Edwards, was the minister of 
King Street Independent Chapel.41 The 'Tory' King and Constitution Club is first mentioned in 
1823.42 After 1832 the Liberals and the Conservatives both maintained organisations for regis
tering voters on the electoral roll, itself an innovation in English politics introduced by the Reform 
Act of 1832. The Conservative party's Oak Club flourished during the early 1840's, but did not 
become permanent; in 1843 its supporters were complaining bitterly that they received inadequate 
support from Conservative gentlemen in the county.43 Of the two political parties in North
ampton, the Liberals were the more self-reliant before 1850. 

, One of the effects of the Reform Act of 1832, which imposed a uniform franchise on 
borough electorates-householders rated at £10 or over-was gradually to reduce the number of 
persons in Northampton who were entitled to vote. 2,403 votes were polled at the election of 
1831, but in 1852 there were only 1,815 names on the electoral roll, although the town had almost 
doubled in size during the intervening period. Thus there was some justification for a 'Tory' 
warning to the working-class voters of Northampton in 1831: 'What! will you cut your own 
throats because Lord Althorp [M.P. for Northamptonshire, and a prominent supporter of the 
Reform Bill] offers to provide a razor gratis?'44 . 

* * * * * * * 
Early 19th Century Northampton was sharply divided between 'church' and 'chapel'. The 

nonconformists resented their inferior status in society-they were still subject to many .of the 
restrictions imposed during the 17th Century-and lost no opportunity of assaulting the privileged 
position of the Church of England. Churchmen hit back vigorously at the nonconformists. 
Tempers sometimes ran high; in 1836, for example, Charles Freeman, a Conservative, who was 
the Mayor of Northampton for that year, was alleged to have declared in public that nonconformist 
chapels were 'as bad as bawdy houses'. 45 

The Church of England, which was represented in Northampton by four parishes, was 
not in a strong position to grapple with the religious problems of a growing town. The three 
principal parishes, All Saints', St. Giles', and St. Sepulchre's" were all poor livings, and several 
of the incumbents were absentees whose duties were performed by curates. The churches them
selves were becoming increasingly unsuited for the · purpose of public worship. Many of the pews 
were of the 'box' variety, and some of them had been appropriated by private persons, and were 

38 e.g. 1826/23, 18 and 22/1831 (N. P. L.). 
39 For descriptions of Chartist meetings at North

amp·ton see N. M., 4 Aug. 1838, 30 Mar. 1839, 
1 Apr. 1848. 

40 Northampton Herald, 22 Oct. 1864. 

41 Whig Club papers (N. P. L.). 
42 N. M., 20 Dec. 1823. 
43 Oak Club papers (N. P. L.). 
44 1/1831 (dated 12 Mar. 1831) (N. P. L.). 
45 Northampton Chronicle, 6, 20 and 27 Aug. 1836. 
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disposed of according to the will of the owner.46 Accommodation at All Saints', which was the 
largest parish, was in short supply, and in 1835 it was stated that 'a great many persons' were 
attending nonconformist chapels because there was no room for them at that church.47 St. 
Sepulchre's was cold and draughty, and the pews 'wretchedly arranged'.48 The cost of maintaining 
the churches was met by a rate levied on the parish. This rate had to be approved by a meeting 
of the parochial vestry, and at All. Saints' and St. Sepulchre's, parishes in which many noncon
formists resided, approval was usually withheld after 1835.49 

In 1815 there were six places of nonconformist worship in Northampton, two Independent 
(Congregationalist), one Baptist, one Wesleyan Methodist, one Society of Friends and one 'Anti
nominian'.50 During the next thirty years at least eight new congregations were formed, some of 
them taking over the premises of congregations which had moved to larger chapels. The ministers 
were, of course, resident in the town, and several of them, in particular the Rev. Benjamin Lloyd 

(Antiquarian and Topographical Cabinet) 

INTERIOR OF ST. SEPULCHRE'S CHURCH, circa 1820 
Only the rotunda, which was filled with box pews of various shapes 

and sizes, was in use during this period. 

Edwards, the Rev. Noah Jones of King Street Unitarian Chapel, and the Rev. John Bennett of 
Castle Hill Independent Chapel, played a prominent part in the public life of Northampton. Non
conformist chapels were financed largely by pew rents, a more reliable source of income than a 
church rate which depended on the approval of a hostile vestry, although very poor persons were 
probably discouraged from joining the congregation if they had to pay for their seats. 

46 e.g. Printed advertisement for the sale of 
property, etc., in Northamptonshire (Wilcocks v. 
Butcher), including two pews in All Saints' Church 
and one pew in St. Sepulchre's Church, 9 Oct. 1847 
(N. P. L.). 

47 N. M., 6 June 1835. 

48 N. M., 4 Aug. 1838. 
49 e.g. N. M., 23 and 30 May 1835 (All Saints'). 
50 The history of Northampton and its vicinity~' 

brought down to the present time (Northampton, 1815), 
34-7. 



SOME ASPECTS OF NORTHAMPTON'S HISTORY, 1815-51 251 

Sunday schools were well-established in the nonconformist chapels and in the parish 
churches. In 1838 it was estimated that there were 2,547 Sunday scholars in Northampton, of 
whom 1,355 were in nine nonconformist, and 1,192 in four Church of England schools.51 

° 

A turning point in the fortunes of the Church of England in Northampton occurred when, 
at the age of 29, the Rev. William Wales was appointed Vicar of All Saints' in 1833. Wales was an 
enthusiast for religious education, and during his connection with All Saints', which lasted until 
1859, attendance at the Sunday school increased from 300 to 1,030.52 He was also instrumental in 
promoting the Northampton branch of the Religious and Useful Knowledge Society, and in 1839 
he established the All Saints' day school in Horseshoe Street. This was the first parochial day 
school in Northampton, although British (nonconformist) and National (Church of England) day 
schools had been functioning in the town for over 20 years. All Saints' day school was aided by 
annual government grants, and so also were St. Katherine's and St. Sepulchre's day schools 
which were opened in 1844 and 1845 respectively. 

Wales took a prominent part in the movement for church extension in Northampton. 
Largely through his efforts, St. Katherine's Church, the parish for which was taken from All 
Saints', was consecrated in 1839. St. Andrew's followed in 1842; this church was intended to 
serve a newly-built and solidly working-class district, although the vicar had to depend on pew 
rents for the greater part of his income. 53 St. Edmund's, which was built under the provisions of 
the New Parishes Act of 1843, and consecrated in 1852, was better endowed than St. Andrew's, 
and two-thirds of its sittings were free. 54 Between 1853 and 1855 the medieval body of St. Giles's 
Church was almost doubled in size, thereby increasing accommodation for the inhabitants of 
~~~ . 

The religious census of 1851 (the only official census of its kind ever made) revealed that 
on Sunday, 30 March 1851, taking all denominations together, there were 7,381 attendances in 
Northampton at morning service, and 9,515 at afternoon and evening services.55 These figures 
include children who were attending Sunday school. The number of seats in all the churches and 
chapels amounted to 14,268, sufficient to accommodate 54% of the population (26,700 persons). 
Church of England attendances were 2,987 in the morning and 3,544 in the afternoon and evening, 
Independent 1,518 and 987, Baptist 1,545 and 2,170, and Wesleyan Methodist 796 and 1,624. 
Allowing for an unknown but undoubtedly substantial number of persons who went to more than 
one service, it is probable that rather less than half the inhabitants of Northampton attended a 
place of worship on the Sunday in question. 

* * * * * * * 
Municipal affairs in Northampton between 1815 and 1851 were under the control of two 

bodies, the Corporation and the board of Improvement Commissioners. Both were reconstituted 
during this period, the former in 1835 and the latter in 1843. -

The Corporation before 1836 had a nominal membership of about 90 persons, but for 
practical purposes it was controlled by about 20 aldermen, all of whom had previously held the 
office of mayor.56 Chosen by co-option and required by law (up to 1828) to be communicants of 
the Church of England, the members of the Corporation were almost entirely Conservative in 
political outlook. Their principal duties were the administration of justice and the control of the 

5 1 Souvenir of the Centenary of the College Street 
Sunday School, Northampton, 1810-1910 (North
ampton, nod.), 19. 

52 Northampton Daily Chronicle, 24 Aug. 1889. 
53 N. Mo, 10 Sept. 1853. The endowment of St. 

Andrew's was £32 annually, and during the previous 
ten years the average income of the incumbent had 
been £80 ! 

Pew rents were the fin~ncial mainstay of most 
churches built during the earlier years of the 19th 

Century, much to. the despair of many ecclesiastical 
reformers (Inglis, K. S., Churches and the Working 
Class in Victorian England, 1963, 48-57). 

54 N. M., 8 Apr. 1848, 7 Aug. 1852. 
55 P. Po, 1852-53, LXXXIX, cc1xv. See also North

tonshire Guardian, 12 and 19 Nov. 1881. 
56 P. Po, 1835, XXV, 557-76, from which most of 

the information about the Corporation of North
ampton before 1835 has been taken. 
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munidpal charities. These charities, which included schools, almshouses, apprenticeship premiums 
for boys, loans to young men, and pensions for old men and women, were worth £3,000 annually, 
and were of. great importance in the social life of the town. The Corporation employed a number 
of officials, among them a town clerk, a mace-bearer, four serjeants at mace, a gaoler, a hall keeper, 
and a high constable and about 20 ordinary constables, but few of them, not even the town clerk 
or the constables, served on a full-time basis. ' 

Apart from the perversion of the charities for political purposes, and an anti-Liberal bias 
in several court cases which involved political opponents, the Corporation managed its affairs 
with reasonable efficiency. It was dissolved under the Municipal Corporations Act of 1835, and a 
council of six aldermen and 18 elected councillors, in which the Liberals soon took the lead, was 
set up in its place. . 

The Corporation after 1835 was mainly concerned with the administration of justiCe. (The 
charities had been placed in the care of trustees.) For the first dozen years of its existence it 
struggled with the management of the Northampton police force. 57 Endeavouring to run the force 
as cheaply as possible, it employed men of worthless character as constables, and it also main
tained the old-fashioned principle of separate day and night police. By 1848 the system had 
plainly broken down, and the force was re-organised on more rational lines. The distinction 
hitherto drawn between day and night police was abolished, employment was placed on a full
time basis, and the regulations for the management of the force were printed in booklet form. 
The reform of the' police in 1848 was largely the work of Alderman Edward Harrison Barwell, 
an ironfounder. 

The board of Improvement Commissioners had been formed in 1778. It was responsible 
for the paving, lighting and scavenging of Northampton, and also (up to 1836) for the provision 
of a night police-force. Like the members of the Corporation, the Commissioners were recruited 
by co-option, but, unlike the Corporation, membership was not subject to a religious test, and 
many of the active members were nonconformists. 58 The Commissioners levied an improvement 

, rate on the town, and their duties, with the exception of maintaining the night police, were usually 
performed upder contract by local tradesmen. ' 

In 1843 the board was reconstituted according to the provisions of the Northampton 
Improvement Act of that year, a statute which contained 273 sections and which was strongly 
influenced by the contemporary movement for sanitary reform. The Commissioners were hence
forth to be elective, and the board was authorised to borrow £20,000 in addition to levying the 
improvement rate. It was also empowered to regulate nuisances from offensive trades, provide a 
fire brigade, erect public urinals, control the width of new streets, and inspect new houses. Most 
important of all, the board was given the authority to build a sewerage system, and to compel 
the owners or occupiers of all houses in the borough to form a connection with the public sewers. 

-The work of the reconstituted board of Improvement Commissioners lies, for the most 
part, beyond 1851; sufficient to say here that its members did not perform their tasks with note
worthy efficiency. The £20,000 was soon borrowed and spent, partly to relieve the ratepayers 
from the ordinary burden of the improvement rate. 59 The sewerage system, which at first drained 
directly into the River Nene, worked badly; in 1851 it was stated that lime was being spread 
round a house in Albion Place to dissipate the 'effluvia' emanating from the entrance to the main 
sewer in nearby Cow Meadow.60 The steady growth of Northampton's population, and the 
increasing number of houses fitted with piped water and a water closet, placed an intolerable 
strain on the filtration plant which was built in Barnes Meadow during the mid-1850's. By the 
early '1870's different means of sewage disposal had become a necessity for Northampton, and 

57 Corporation of Northampton, Minutes of the 
Watch Committee, 1836-59 (Northampton Guildhall). 

58 Northampton Improvement Commissioners, 
Minutes (Northampton Guildhall). 

59 Northampton Improvement Commissioners" 
Report of the Finance Committee, [1861] (N. P. L.). 

60 N. M., 5 Oct. 1851. 
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land for a sewage farm was acquired at Ecton. The board of Improvement Commissioners was 
merged with the Corporation in 1875. 

Northampton was described in 1831 as 'tolerably exempt on the whole from the charge of 
filth', although the river-level slum courtyards which flanked the lower portion of Bridge Street 
were said to be 'fronted by putrid vegetables and dirt which first invite disease, and then ensure 
its propagation'. 61 Four persons in All Saints' parish, which included Bridge Street, died of 
cholera in 1832.62 When this disease returned to Northampton in 1849 it claimed 43 victims from 
the Bridge Street slums, 39 of whom had been living in one block of 103 continuous houses which 
occupied a space 150 yards long by 50 yards wide.63 . 

* * * * * * * 
Several technical inventions were introduced in Northampton between 1815 and 1851. 

Piped gas became available in the 1820's, and piped water during the next decade-although 
'yellow filaments' were reported in 1850 as coming out of the taps.64 The railway has already been 
mentioned; alongside its track ran telegraph wires.6s A photographic studio was established in 
Abington Street in 1844.66 Ether was being used for operations at the General Infirmary in 1847.67 

Between 1815 and 1851 much change occurred in the town, and many of the familiar 
objects and institutions of today came into being. The Northamptonof 1815 would seem a strange 
and probably an alien place to a visitor from the Northampton of 1965~ He would feel very much 
more at home in the Northampton of 1851-especially if he had arrived by way of the London 
Road, and been held up at Bridge Street level crossing! 

VICTOR A. HATLEY. 

* * * * * * * 

I am grateful to the Clerk of the Records, Parliament Office, House of Lords; the Town Clerk 
of Northampton~' and the Borough Librarian of Northampton, for permission to consult material in 
their charge. 

The illustration on page 245 represents tne centre portion of the map of Northampton engraved 
. by W. W. Law in 1847. Extra-paroch{alland is marked XP. Points of interest include the railway 

station and its sidings and yards, the borough gaol on Upper Mounts (erected in 1845), the two 
reservoirs belonging to the water company (immediately to the south-east of the gaol), the recently 
constructed working-class district round St. Andrew's Church (north of the Mayorhold), and the slums 
at the lower end 0/ Bridge Street. 

The line of the town walls followed St. George?s Street, Upper and Lower Mounts, York Road 
(marked Victoria Terrace on the map), Cheyne Walk and Victoria Promenade (both unmarked~' the 
latter, which was still unmade in 1847, lies immediately to the north of Cow Meadow), and Weston 
Street. The boundaries of the four ancient parishes of Northampton are marked on the map (All 
Saints', St. Giles', St. Sepulchre's and St. Peter's), and also the boundaries of the three wards into 
which the bQrough had been divided in 1835 (West Ward, East Ward and South Ward). 

61 Northampton Heraid, 19 Nov. 1831. 
62 All Saints' Parish, Mortality Bill, 1831-32 

(N. P. L.). But see also N. M., 21 and 28 July 1832. 
63 N. M., 3 Nov. 1849. 
64 N. M., 11 May 1850. 

65 Sir Frands Head, Stokers and Pokers, 5th ed. 
(1851), 126-7. 

66 N. M., 27 Jan. 1844. 
67 Northampton Herald, 23 Jan. 1847. 
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CHARLES HATTON: A YOUNGER SON 

ONE sure claimant for inclusion in any Northamptonshire dictionary of biography would be the 
Honourable Charles Hatton. Indeed, his omission from the National Dictionary is perhaps strange. 
His contemporaries certainly rated him high as a botanist and horticulturalist and a roll-call of 
his friends-Sir Hans Sloane, Sir William Scroggs, Dr. Robert Morison, Winde, Pepys and 
Evelyn, to name but a few-attests to his many-sided tastes and talents. Yet Hatton has remained 
generally neglected.1 This is all the more extraordinary in that materials for an account of his 
colourful life exist in abundance. Apart from frequent references in the Hatton estate documents 
at Delapre Abbey there are well over a thousand of his own letters in the Finch Hatton Collection 
at the British Museum. This material is particularly valuable in that it sheds light on the position 
of the seventeenth century younger son-all too often a fleeting figure whose only record is a 
bare reference in some legal Deed. Not so Charles Hatton. 

He was born on 11 November 1635, the son of Sir Christopher Hatton of Kirby by his 
wife Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Charles Montagu of Cranbrook in Essex (brother of the first 
Lord Montagu of Boughton and of the first Earl of Manchester). There were five surviving 
children of the marriage-two boys, Charles himself and his elder brother Christopher, and three 
girls, Alice, Mary and J ane. Sadly little has survived as to the early life of these children but it 
was in all probability spent at Kirby, the family seat, where their father, an enthusiastic patron of 
arts and learning, held a hospitable court. But Sir Christopher while discerning in taste was 
financially feckless and by 1642 he was in debt to the tune of £18,600.2 In the same year the 
Civil War broke out and Hatton, true to the loyal traditions of his house, was among the earliest 
to join his sovereign. In the following year he was made Privy Councillor, Comptroller of the 
Household and created Baron Hatton of Kirby. But neither his new offices nor his title improved 
his finances and on his retirement to France at the War's unfavourable conclusion Lady Hatton 
was left to cope with an ugly situation indeed. Lands were sold and estates mortgaged but even 
so the harassed lady was hard put to secure the bare necessities for her children. Returning to 
Kirby in · April 1655 she wrote to her husband that she "found all ye poore Cheildren well though 
stark naked: Charles withonely halfe a shirt" . Yet her younger son received an education of 
sorts, attending the local school at Bulwick for two and a half years.3 By July 1656, however, 
young Charles had been dispatched to join his · father and elder brother in Paris and there he was 
to remain until 1660.4 

With Charles Stuart restored to his father's throne the Hattons confidently predicted :'a 
radical improvement in the family fortunes. But Lord Hatton proved as improvident in his · old 
age as he had been in his youth and it was not until 1662 that his personal service and sacrifice 
were rewarded with the Government of Guernsey. This office was certainly no sinecure and 
amongst the new Governor's more arduous duties was the guarding of General Lambert, since 
October 1661 a prisoner on the island. At first the Hattons got on with Lambert well enough
they shared his enthusiasm for gardening and obtained rare irises and tUlips for him from the 
Continent-while Lambert himself praised Lord Hatton's "candid and friendly deportment".5 
But Hatton had been soured by the long years of exile and financial stress aI?-d after the Restoration 

1 The one exception is Mr. Miles Hadfield's 
"Gardening in Britain" (London 1960) which gives 
a sympathetic account of Charles Hatton though 
necessarily a brief one. (pp. 134-8). 

2 N.R.O. F.H. 4106. Catalogue of Debts of Sir 
Ch'ris. Hatton, K.B. 1642. 

3 N.R.O. F.H. 2393. Wm. Hicks to Lady Hatton. 
27 April 1655. . 

4 N.R.O. F.H. 2504. Note of Books sent to Mr. 
Charles at Paris. July 1656; N.R.O. F.H. 3440. 
Catalogue of Trees sent by Charles Hatton from 
Paris. 1660. 

5 D . N . B. Lambert. 
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he became increasingly morose and choleric. He made a sad botch of his Guernsey government 
and in February 1665 he was recalled for his maladministration. Doubly embittered, he now 
embarked on a life of idle dissipation in the capital while his family lived in actual want at Kirby. 6 

But he continued to trouble them all and in the summer of 1665 abruptly ordered his younger 
son out of the house for some minor offence. All Charles' long pent-up grievances erupted and 
from his exile he addressed a remarkably stiff letter to his father: "As for my education, you 
never tooke care I should have any and as for my maintenance I have been many months, and 
have had never a shirt to weare, my Clothes soe ragged yt few beggars have had worse ... I have 
scarce ever received a penny from your Loppe to buy any thing though never soe necessary and 
have always found servants preferred before mee ... ". However, the storm eventually blew over. 
By 1667 Charles was back at Kirby and he accompanied his father to Guernsey, Lord Hatton 
having in the meantime been restored to his Government. 

But he was soon to fall out with his father again and this time on no trivial score. General 
Lambert had remained the Governor's prisoner but his captivity had been relaxed and his family 
allowed to join him. Impolitic as ever, Charles fell in love with one of his numerous daughters, 
Mary, and sometime before 12 February 1668 he clandestinely married her. When the news 
leaked out Lord Hatton's fury knew no bounds and he protested to the King that "no sooner 
did your Petitioner know of that match was a yeare or more after the pretended marriage, but he 
turned his sonn out of doores, and hath never since given him a penny". 7 But young Charles 
Hatton was not quite penniless for Charles II, with typical generosity, had restored to the 
Lamberts some of their confiscated estates and it was on Mary Lambert's modest portion that 
the Charles Hattons struggled along for some years to come.8 And there were children to be 
provided for. All of them, however, appear to have died in infancy save for one son, another 
Charles. 

The old Lord Hatton died in July 1670, apparently unreconciled with his younger son. 
He was succeeded in his title, estates and as Governor of Guernsey by Christopher Hatton, 
Charles' elder brother-a fine man with no trace of their father's instability. Conscientious and 
diligent, the new Lord Hatton at once set about the recovery of his shattered estates. Despite his 
daunting indebtedness he immediately set his brother and sisters "at ease" and took care of their 
'mother, Lady Hatton, destitute as she was of any jointure or provision.9 He was the better able 
to do this for in 1666 he had married Cicely Tufton, daughter of the second Earl of Thanet, and 
her portion of £5,000 probably saved the Hattons from total ruin.Io Cicely Hatton and her Tufton 
relations became Charles Hatton's firm friends and he was always a welcome visitor at Thanet 
House. But, unhappily, his broth~r's first wife was to perish in December 1672 while staying 
with her husband at Castle Cornet, the Guernsey Governor's residence.The powder magazine 
exploded, probably the result of lightning, and the Castle keep was reduced to a heap of rubble. 
Lord Hatton lost his wife and mother but he himself and his three daughters were miraculously 
preserved. Charles was deeply moved by his brother's sad misfortune and more particularly since 
he too had recently suffered a severe loss. In the previous August his only son and last surviving 
child had died after a lingering illness. 

Nevertheless, Charles Hatton's prospects materially improved with his brother's accession 
in 1670. Under the terms ofa settlement made in 1664 he came into £1,000 on his father's death.ll 
Further, his brother appointed him Official Receiver of the Guernsey Garrison-a small post but 
valuable in fees and perquisites. By 1671 Charles Hatton was comfortably ensconced in a little 
house in Pall Mall and was also the proud owner of a London garden. The Hattons were all 
enthusiastic gardeners and none more so than Charles. His new house also provided a home for 
one, sometimes two, of his '-sisters and their board of £25 a quarter helped relieve Hatton's frugal 
budget. But he was always to remain a poor man, only infrequently able to indulge his taste for 

6 North, R. "Lives of the Norths". ed. A. Jessopp. 
3 vols. London. 1890. Vol. H. 294. 

7 Carey, E.F. "The Channel Islands". London. 
1904. 196. 

8 D. N. B. Lambert. 

9 North. op. cit. Vol. H. 295. 

10 N.R.O. F.H. 2010. Articles of Agreement. 4 July 
1666. 

11 N.R.O. F.H. 841. Indenture. 4 February 1664. 
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rare books and exotic plants, and the plentiful provisions sent up by his brother from North
amptonshire were more than welcome in the Pall Mall household. 

The two brothers always lived on the most affectionate terms and only occasionally was 
their relationship marred by any misunderstanding. Charles could be difficult, imagining a slight 
where none existed and quick to react to even a suspicion of criticism. But he was soon pacified 
by the easier-going Lord Ratton. Indeed, their characters were complementary-Charles, 
volatile, hot, and impulsive: Lord Ratton, methodical, prudent, and equable. Charles could prove 
a liability to his brother but, to judge from their correspondence, their warm affection one for 
the other remained unruffled to the end. -

Apart from the years of his childhood Charles Ratton lived in London. Ris brother, on 
the other hand, was either about his official duties at Guernsey or attending to the management 
of his Northamptonshire estates. Re was seldom in Town and entrusted his affairs there to 
Richard Langhorne, the family lawyer, to Deane Monteage, his man of business, and to his 
brother Charles. Guernsey affairs were Charles Ratton's especial concern and in April 1673 he 
was busily visiting all the privy councillors, canvassing support for his brother in a suit brought 
against the Governor by the Guernsey Bailiff and to be heard in the King's Council. The cost of 
the repairs of Castle Cornet was a particularly thorny issue and Charles was much employed in 
extracting monies from a reluctant Treasury. The political and financial intrigues of the Guernsey 
families again consumed many hours while at home he had to keep a constant watch against 
encroachments upon Lord Ratton's right of appointment to the various island offices. Not all his 
duties were of such moment,- however, and he executed many pleasant commissions for his 
brother-searching out choice plants and seeds for the famous Kirby gardens which Lord Ratton 
was engaged in restoring; discovering volumes, new and old, for his brother's superb library; 
and penning voluminous and scrawling letters with all the latest news and gossip. Ris corres-

. pondence reveals an active and a cheerful life. 

Charles Ratton was jealous of the honour of his family-he once soundly cudgelled an 
impertinent ensign who had impugned its good name-and he was devoted absolutely to Lord 
Ratton's service. Althougb he was still the heir-his brother had had only daughters by his first 
marriage-Charles was most anxious that Lord Ratton should remarry. " ... ther is nothing I 
am soe ambitious of as to see our family flourish again", he wrote him in 1673; "and to that 
effect I trust God hath soe Miraculously preserved yr Loppe and that severall Branches will 
spring forth from yr Loyns which will give sappe and verdure to ye antient though decayed stock 
of our family". Re concluded with a caution. "Though my Ld ther is nothing I soe much desire 
as to see you marryed yet God forbid it shou'd ever be to a Roman - Catholicke". Charles was 
never to waver in his allegiance to the Church of England. In the event, Lord Ratton did not 
remarry until 1675, when he chose as his second wife the daughter of Sir Renry Yelverton, Bart., ' 
of Easton Mauduit. Sadly, this union proved even less productive than the first. All five children 
of the marriage died in infancy.12 

:. 
Charles' relations with his brother's new wife were not entirely happy. The second 

Lady Ratton was a difficult, indeed an impossible woman, and her brother-in-law had little 
patience with her. Only once was there open quarrel between them-in 1678 when Lord Ratton 
was about his' Guernsey duties (and Lord Ratton spent much time on the island during the years 
of his second marriage). Charles, in a misguided attempt to minimise his sister-in-law's influence 
Qn family business, tampered with her correspondence. Lady Ratton's hysterical reaction provoked . 
a major crisis, much to the delight of the Town. They eventually patched up their d~fferences 
but occasional references in Charles' letters tell dearly enough his mean estimate of his sister
in-Iaw.13 

Some years earlier Charles had lost his wife-she is last mentioned in July 1673-but he 
found his consolation in business and in an increasing social round. Righ on his list of cronies 

12 Memorial Plaque in Gretton Church and Finch 
Hatton Correspondence passim. 

13 N.R.O. F.H. 1469, 1473, 1474. Lady Hatton to 
Ld. Hatton. 19 August, 22 November, 10 December 
1678. 
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was Sir William Scroggs, Lord Chief Justice of England from 1678 to 1681. This jovial villain 
had long been a friend of the Hatton family and Charles was often at South We aid Hall, Sir 
William's Essex seat. He was a great favourite there and especially with the Judge's widowed 
daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Gilby. So much so that rumours spread arid Charles protested to his 
brother that he could not even enter a house where there was a young unmarried woman "but it 
was reported I went a woing". He went on, "I must needs say I thinke her a very good woman 
but she hath one damnable fault and an unpardonable one; noe portion except 3 boyes which yr 
Loppe wants, and I desire not to meddle with ye mother except yr Loppe will take ye boyes". 

In 1679, during Scroggs' Chief Justiceship, the Popish Plot · broke and amongst those 
implicated by Oates was the Hattons' lawyer and friend, Richard Langhorne. He was tried for 
High Treason at the Old Bailey, Scroggs presiding,and on 14 June condemned to death. Charles 
was much with the old lawyer in his last days, encouraging and comforting him. On 14 July he 
bravely made his end. Yet the Hattons and Scroggs remained on intimate terms despite Sir 
William's questionable part in these events and in October Lord Hatton sent him a gift of venison. 
In the following February Charles accompanied Scroggs down to Weald Hall "to advise about 
making a flower Garden". Eight days later he wrote; "My Ld Cheife Justice is setting up for a 
most monstrous virtuoso in plants and it is almost possible he may in time learne to distinguish 
betwixte a docke and a nettle before he is stung with ye nettle ... ". In April 1681 Scroggs was 
removed because of his great unpopUlarity (the blow was softened by a royal pension of £1,500) 
and he retired to his Essexestate. Two years later he was dead.14 

Meanwhile, the ' Hattons continued to prosper. The family had always been counted 
amongst the Stuarts' most devoted adherents and they loyally supported Charles II in his struggle 
with Shaftesbury and the Exclusionists-"Phanaticks and malecontents" as Charles Hatton 
described them. The King therefore looked kindly on them and readily acceded to Lord Hatton's 
request that he grant his brother the captaincy of the Guernsey Garrison Company. Charles 
Hatton kissed hands on his appointment on 28 December 1680. Three years later Lord Hatton 
was made a Viscount. 

Captain Hatton's duties do not appear to have been unduly onerous while his post brought 
a welcome increase in income. But Lord Hatton had more in mind for his brother and by April 
1684 Charles was at Guernsey fulfilling the functions of Lieutenant Governor of the island. It 
was not until September that his official title arrived but already he was longing for his discharge. 
"I am as weary of Government as others are of me", he wrote despairingly. The islanders, indeed, 
were always truculent and Charles was beset with difficulties. The chief families were as usual at 
loggerheads amongst · themselves and the Garrison officers were impertinent. There had been 
some squabble over game on one of the neighbouring islands and-the final straw-it was being 
put about that the Lieutenant Governor had got one of the soldiers' wenches with child. As was 

, his wont Charles found relief from his cares in the Governor's garden. "I defy any Garden to 
show more variety of flowers then this doth now. Ther is scarce a plant but is three times more 
vigorous then in any other Garden in ye Island. At midsummer I sowed in plaine ground 
Amaranthus Tricolor and others which are very beautifull and prodigiously shot forth; but all 
will come to nought if you send not some Laborious sober country fellow who hath some small 
knowledge of a Gar.den". 

Charles greeted the accession of J ames II with delight. His own commission was renewed 
on 24 February' 1685 and a day or two later he sailed over to Alderney to proclaim the new King. 
He was astonished by the alcoholic capacity of these islanders and suggested that were J ames 
contemplating an embassy to Russia he should look to Alderney for his ambassador. "I am very 
confident he might there find severall men anyone of whom wou'd in Brandy fuddle both ye 
Czars". 15 This appeared an auspicious year generally for the Hattons. The second Lady Hatton 
had died in 1684 and in August 1685 Lord Hatton took a new bride-Elizabeth Haslewood, 
daughter of Sir William Haslewood of Maidwell in Northamptonshire. Not only was she a rich 

I 

14 D.N.B. Scroggs. 15 B.M. Add MSS. 41,763. ff. 1 - 2. C. Hatton to 
Ld Hatton. 27 February 1685. 
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heiress but she was also to bear Ratton his long awaited son. Charles was delighted with his 
brother's latest match. 

But in September a wholly unexpected blow fell. Charles was abruptly relieved of the 
Lieutenant Governorship and he and his company summoned home. While the reason for his 
displacement is nowhere stated it is clear that Charles Ratton's sturdy Anglicanism was impeding 
his Roman Catholic sovereign's intention of converting the islanders. Thus did J ames II treat 
his most devoted subjects and ~hus would he lose his throne only a few years later. Unlike many 
others, Charles Ratton was to remain loyal to J ames but he viewed his Catholicising programme 
for Guernsey with foreboding. Re warned his brother of the probable consequences. "If yr Loppe 
cannot shortly goe over, except you can soe order it yt yr Commandant in cheif be a Protestant, 
I am afraid you will hear of great disorders ther". And so it was to prove. 

On his return to England Charles found to his intense chagrin that his company had been 
amalgamated into Lord Runtingdon's regiment. But he continued to serve with it and for the 
next two years was engaged in garrison duties, mainly in the north. In 1686, however, he found 
time to marry Elizabeth Gilby, despite the insuperable obstacle of her three sons.I6 

The Rattons were to see little of each other in the first two years of their marriage-Mrs. 
Ratton remained in the house in Pall Mall while her husband was stationed far from the capital. 
But in the summer of 1688, with invasion from Rolland threatening; the regiment was called 
south. Charles managed a short stay at Kirby on the march and after leaving called on Sir William 
Fermor to view the Easton Neston gardens. October found him in London but "ye wind being 
now easterly and ye Dutch fleet daily expected I am hastening out of town and shall get forward 
for Plymouth next friday". Re continued, "I trust ye nation in Generall will behave themselves 
with that Loyalty to their Prince and regard to their Country yt ye Dutch in 1688 will succeed 
noe better then ye Spaniards did in 1588 ... ". For himself there was but one course. " ... as to 
my own Particular I shall endeavour to act according to those Principles of Loyalty in which I 
have been educated and which I am obliged both by my Religion and allegiance ... ". And, indeed, 
when the Prince of Orange did land in November Ratton was one of the very few officers of his 
regiment who refused to go over to himY Ris loyalty was unshakable. In the following year 'he 
would not take the oaths to the new sovereigns and so lost his commission. Ris brother and most 
of their relations, on the other hand, reluctantly accepted the Revolution. 

But while Charles uttered no reproach he remained steadfast in his opposition to the new 
order. Never a discreet man he now began to keep the company of the disaffected. More foolhardy 
still, he wrote a pamphlet which, according to Thomas Rearne, attacked the Revolution Settle
ment and the new oaths.Is For this he was, in June 1690, haled before the Council who after 
examining him clapped him in the Tower.I9 Ris wife was distraught. Apart from her anxiety for 
her husband's health and safety, the tradesmen were rudely pressing for payment, even if owed 
only sixpence. And then to complete the women's misery, her sister-in-law, Jane Ratton, chose 
this awkward moment to provoke a family crisis. Jane was both neurotic and spiteful. She had 
lived with her brother for some years and with her moods had contrived to make life singularly 
unpleasant-slamming the door in Mrs. Ratton's face, refusing to come to the table, spreading 
offensive tittle-tattle amongst the neighbours. Now her sister-in-law could bear it no longer and 
told her to go. J ane attempted to cause what trouble she could but got scant sympathy for her 
pains. On the contrary, everyone was most kind to Mrs. Ratton and Lord Ratton did all in his 
power to aid his brother and his wife. Charles' stay in the Tower was brief and by 28 February 
1691 he had gained his release. 

Re had learnt his lesson and never again meddled in high politics. Rather, he now immersed 
himself in the cares of his family and in the pleasant society of learned friends. The last years of 
his life were probably his most contented despite almost constant ill health. The Charles Rattons 

16 H.M.C. Rawdon Hastings. Vo!. H. 185. 
17 Ibid. 199. 
18 Hearne, T. "Remarks and Collections". ed. C. E. 

Doble. Oxon. 1885. Vo!. 1. 28. 
19 B.M. Add MSS. 29,596. if. 162-3. Lady Notting

ham to Ld. Hatton. 25 June (1690). 
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continued to live in London but in 1693 they were forced to leave Pall Mall. Their lease had 
expired and the house was scheduled for demolition. For their new home they fixed on a house in 
Stratton Street near Berkeley Square and by October they had settled in. "We are in a house 
from whence we have soe great a prospect into ye country yt out of our Parlour window whilst I 
am now writing we can plainly and distinctly see ye hounds as they are hunting in ye adjacent 
fields and heare ye sound of ye Horns and cry of ye Doggs". In these agreeable surroundings 
Hatton could receive his numerous acquaintance. 

But he could offer them little entertainment for things were very tight. As a non-juror 
Charles Hatton was ineligible for even half-pay and his family had perforce to subsist on his 
meagre inheritance-some fee farm rents in Leicestershire left him by an uncle and a few small 
properties in Hatton Garden. Only the bare essentials could be afforded and even these often 
ran short. In February 1693 he told his brother that he had not entered a tavern for full five months; 
"not sobriety but necessity hath occasioned it, and therfore I doe not pretend yt my abstemiousness 
is a vertue". Lord Hatton, aware of his brother's plight, redoubled the supplies of game and 
produce from Kirby. 

Yet life was pleasant enough. Charles took a lively interest in the education of his nephews 
and nieces-Lord Hatton had two sons and three daughters by his third marriage-and their 
uncle was always looking around for suitable tutors or sending down editions of the classics. He 
took much pleasure too in the company of his step-sons, now grown to manhood, and in 1699 
managed to get young Thomas Gilby elected into an All Souls fellowship. He had many friends 
at the University of Oxford, including Dean Aldrich of Christ Church and Dr. Leopold Finch, 
Warden of All Souls. 

Another Oxford friend was Dr. Robert Morison who dedicated his "Plantqrum Historica 
Oxoniensis" (1680) to Charles Hatton. It was to this eminent botanist that Hatton sent a specimen 
of the Guernsey lily which, it seems probable, he was the first to discover.2o Botanical studies 
were flourishing in late seventeenth century England. Hatton, whose own knowledge of the 
subject was extensive, held a prominent place in the van of the movement, encouraging and 
advising professional and amateur alike. Dedicating the "Historia Plantarum" to him in 1686, 
John Ray maintained that the work would never have been written but for Hatton's constant 
prompting.21 Hatton himself was a curious man, fond of experiment, and Morton describes his 
successful attempt to grow misseltoe from seed "in the Bark of a Young Black Poplar somewhere 
nigh Kirby ... He caus'd the like Tryals to be made on several other Trees, but none of them 
succeeded so well as that on the Poplar". 22 

The years after the Restoration also saw a-revival of interest in gardening and the Revolution 
of 1688-9 acted as a considerable fillip for the closer association with Holland led to the intro
duction of many new plants with the secrets of their cultivation.23 Hatton's own enthusiasm did 
not apate in his old age. He was always excited by anything novel and the new plants and seeds 
pouring in from the Low Countries, from the West Indies and North America fired his imagination. 
But he remained an affectionate expert on the more traditional trees and flowers and specimens 
of both old and new were forever being sent down to Kirby. Charles' letters to his brother abound 
with detailed instructions as to their planting and anxious enquiries after their subsequent health. 
". . . ye Mulberry Trees will never thrive with you unless you make holes as deepe as you did 
for ye Horse Chesnutts and fill them with light mole (sic), for a Mulberry tree loves a light loomy 
ground [and] will never flourish in a stony or clayish ground". Charles enjoyed a considerable 
reputation as a horticulturalist and many of his friends were numbered among the leading 
gardeners of the day-Henry Compton, Bishop of London;. Lord Peterborough, Lord Lieutenant 
of Northamptonshire; George London, Superintendant of the Royal Gardens under William and 
Mary and Anne. These men would all call on Hatton and he on them. Other frequent visitors to 
Stratton Street were Sir Hans Sloane, the learned antiquarian and Hatton's own physician, 

20 Hadfield. op. cit. 136. 
21 Raven, C. E. "John Ray: Naturalist". Cam

bridge. 1942. 217. 

22 Morton, J. "The Natural History of Northamp
tonshire". London. 1712. 369. 

23 Hadfield. op. cit. 150, 151. 



CHARLES HATTON: A YOUNGER SON 261 

Captain Winde the architect, and the two diarists, Pepys and Eve1yn. Hatton himself was often 
abroad, admiring Greek medals with Lord Weymouth, discussing books with the Earl of Pembroke 
or debating fine points of theology with his fellow non-juror, Henry Dodwell.24 His enthusiasm, 
his knowledge and, above all, his engaging personality won him many friends. 

Thus Charles Hatton's last years passed away in tranquil contentment. The exact date of 
his death remains uncertain. His last letter is dated January 1708, and given his advanced age and 
declining health he cannot have lived long beyond this.25 Of his own immediate family, Lord 
Hatton predeceased him in 1706 while Mrs. Hatton was to live on until 1724.26 

H. D. TURNER. 

NOTE 

As so much of the material presented here is drawn from innumerable letters it would clearly 
make the paper impossibly cumbersome if every document were to be acknowledged. Reluctantly 
therefore, the Hatton family correspondence (B.M. Add MSS. 29,571 - 6.), where most of Charles 
Hatton's letters are to be found, has been ignored in the footnotes. All other sources, both primary 
and secondary, are referred to. The original orthography and punctuation of the manuscripts have 
been retained except when this hinders .an understanding of the text. 

List of MS. sources: 
B.M. Add MSS. (Finch Hatton) 29,549-95. 
B.M. Sloane 4036, 4038, 4039, 4041, 4059, 4063. 
B.M. Add MSS. 15,949. 
B.M. Add MSS. 41,763. 
N.R.O. Finch Hatton MSS. 
Henry Huntington Library, H.A. 6219-25. 

First Baron Hatton m. Elizabeth Montagu 
I 

I I I I I " 
Christopher, m. Cice1y Tufton (1). Alice Mary Jane Charles m. Mary Lambert (1). 
Viscount - Frances Yelverton (2). 
Hatton ' Elizabeth Haslewood (3). 

24 Dodwell's "Discourse on the Soul" (London 
1706) was dedicated to Hatton. 

Elizabeth -Gilby (Z). 

25 -B. M. Sloane 4041. f.98. C. Hattorrto Dr. J. Keill. 
28 January 1708. 

26 D. N. B. Scroggs. 
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R. STERRY ASH BY. F.A.I. 

Chartered Auctioneers and Estate Agents 

Surveyors, Valuers & Property Managers 

4 & 5 GEORGE ROW, NORTHAMPTON 
(Town Centre) Telephone: Northampton 37282 (4 lines) 

ALSO AT 

33-35 SHEEP STREET . NORTHAMPTON 
Telephone: Northampton 37263 

A. R. & W. Cleaver, an organisation which-over 
the span of 111 years-has grown from a small 
shop in Northampton to become one of Britain's 
foremost Builders' Merchants. Head office is still 
at Northampton, but" now there are branches 
throughout the Midlands ... still giving the same 
personal service and playing an ever-increasing 
part in the service of the building industry. 

WOOD STREET LOWER HARDING STREET 

NORTHAMPTON 
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