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OBITUARY 

MAJOR-GENERAL SIR HEREWARD WAKE, C.B., 
C.M.G., D.S.O., the thirteenth baronet, died on 
August 4th, and a memorial service was held i~ 
Courteenhall Church on August 10th which 
was largely attended by Regimental and County 
friends. He was born in 1876, and was the 
eldest son of the twelfth baronet. 

The Times in their obituary notice gave a 
full account of his service in the army, which 
he entered in 1897, and a subsequent appre
ciation dealt with his outstanding character. 

No mention, however, was made of his 
service to the County, in drawing attention to 
the increasing devastation caused by ironstone 
workings, then largely unrestored. As Chairman 
of a sub-Committee of the Northamptonshire 
branch of the Country Landowners Association, 
and as a member of the County Planning Com
mittee, he was constantly pressing for positive 
action, and he published a pamphlet on the 
loss both 'to agriculture and to the appearance 
of the countryside by the growing scars on the 
land. He was firmly against the defeatist attitude 

• 

of the Kennet Committee, which reported in 
1939. His comments and suggestions were of 
great help in the preparation of the County 
Council's memorandum submitted to the Scott 
Committee on the utilisation of land, and his 
constant pressure had its part in bringing about 
Dr. Dalton's Act, which led to the restoration, 
wherever possible, of all land since worked for 
ironstone, as well as of several thousand acres, 
which had become a wilderness as a reliult of 
old ironstone workings. 

Even when Sir Hereward left the County 
after the war to live in Hampshire, he continued 
to take an interest in the work of restoration, 
and only three years ago he was able to accom
pany the members of the minerals sub-com
mittee in their annual tour of restored ironstone 
areas. He was both astonished and delighted. 

Sir Hereward was deeply interested in 
County history, and was one of the first mem
bers of the Record Society, when it was founded 
by his sister, Miss-Joan Wake, in 1920. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

TUDOR FAMILY PORTRAIT 
by BARBARA WINCHESTER (Jonathan Cape, 30/-) 

THIS is a family record, based solidly on letters and original material of the Johnsons "an ordinary 
middle-class family, living their everyday lives in sixteenth century England". It is very well 
done. The Johnsons were merchants of the Staple in Calais, and their firm went bankrupt in 
1553, a sad ending for the family, although it led to the preservation of their records, which were 
sent to the Lord Chancellor, and eventually to the Tower, where "they lay like prisoners for 
almost three hundred years" until they were transferred to the Public Record Office. 

For Northamptonshire readers, the principal interest in the book will be found in the 
descriptions of life at Glapthorn Manor, the Johnsons' home in Northamptonshire. Their cousins 
were the Copes of Canons Ashby (both families were strongly Protestant). The Johnsons were 
wine-importers, and there was a stock of "good Gascon wine" in the Glapthorn cellars, as well 
as Rhine wines, Spanish wines, and wines from the Auxerrois. "It was nothing for John and his 
apprentice to drink two quarts of French wine a day in Calais, at the delightfully easy price of 
two-pence a pint". It was usual to associate heresy with beer drinking in Henry VIII's reign, 
but these Protestants -Were certainly wine-lovers! John was a small landowner, but he had a 
thousand sheep, and farmed (as he traded) for profit. There is so much detailed information in 
this book (and not least ,in household matters) that Miss Winchester is to be congratulated for 
presenting it all in such a readable form. 
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THE GREAT MEETING 
by FRANK C. GOODMAN (Toll er Congregational Church, Kettering, 6/-) 

THE year 1662 saw the foundations of organised non-conformity in England , firmly laid. The 
failure of the Savoy Conference to reconcile the non-conformists and the newly-restored Estab
lishment had this inevitable result. This is an interesting account, designed, of course, for 
the present day member of the Congregation rather than for the historian, but none the ,worse 
for that. It is to be wished, ho~ever, that people who aspire to write about the past would equip 
themselves with some of the elementary knowledge of the antiquary. The author expresses 
surprise that the date on the tomb of the Rev. John Maidwell, the first Pastor, is given as January 
14th, 1692, whereas the burial register gives it as 1693. Of course, until the reign of George 11, 
the year officially began on Lady-Day, so that January 1692 is what we w01,l1d call 1693; although 

, by this date some were using the new year beginning on January 1st. ' 
John Maidwell is one of the ' most interesting of ,the 17th Century figures in the history of 

Non-conformity. He belonged to an old Geddington family, many of whose members were clergy 
of the Establishment, and he hiinseW started as a ~inister of the Church of England, and vicar 
of Simpson in Buckinghamshire. He was intruded into the living at Kettering in 1651, and in 
1662 was ejected for his refusal to conform to the new Prayer Book. So Maidwell was driven to 
hold services in a cottage, until Charles" lI's Act of 1672 -allowed him to be licensed. This act of 
royal clemency was soon repealed by the Anglican :House of Commons, and Maidwell suffered 
fresh persecutiQn. It is a sad story, but well worth the telling. Mt. Goodman's easy style makes 
for good reading. 

- MARRIAGE REGISTER OF BANBURY 
Part 11, 1724-1790 (Banbury Historical Society Publications) 

25/- to Members, 30/- to non-Members 

THIS is a continuation of Part I, which was noticed in Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. Ill, 
No. 3, p.93. It is a most useful work, and should not be neglected by Northamptonshire students. 
No less than 58 Northamptonshire villages appear in the Index, some of them having many 
references. The Index of Trades and Professions is good and makes this volume more useful 
than its predecessor, and _ some of these trades are unusual. In 1753, Swakliffe bpasted a bone
setter in the person of John Matthews, -,and, in the same year Robert Murray 'described as 
"(horse-hair) Hatmaker", of St. Luke, London, married Silence-Barton of Banbury. 

Mention is made of Lord Hardwicke's Marriage Act of 1754 "for the better Preventing 
of Clandestine Marriages". This "brought to an ep.d the popular custom of couples from nearby 
villages marrying in the local market town: of which Banbury is a ' good example". Henceforth, 
parishes were required to record marriages on printed form~ giving much more information than 
in the former manuscript registers, a great boon to the -genealogist and record-searcher, although, 
unfortunately, "these requirements were not invariably complied with". 

_ The volume ends in 1790, in which year the fine old church of Banb~ry was "shut up 
and devoted to destruction". The' editor alludes to the "shocking decision to rebuild the Church", 
and these registers are a reminder of what was then lost. 

, MARRIAGE REGISTER OF BANBURY 
Part Ill, 1790-1837 (Banbury Historical Society Publications) 

25/- to Members, 30/- to non-Members 

THIS is a valuable continuation of the Banbury Registers, of which the previous volume is 
revIewed above. 
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