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NOTES AND NEWS 

The Northamptonshire Record Society 
The influence and membership of the 

Northamptonshire Record Society continue to 
increase. Of our 1,100 members over 350 are 
not resident in Northamptonshire. The scope 
of the Society's activities has been broadened 
this year with the organisation of a 'Young 
Historians' Competition'. Sales of N. R. S. 
volumes during 1963 have already exceeded 
those of any previous year. As there has been 
considerable demand for Volume VIII, Welling
borough Manorial Accounts, 1258-1323, which 
has been long out-of-print, the Society . has 
decided to reprint this important volume. 
Details of this book and of other books and 
pamphlets offered for sale may be found on 
the enclosed notice. 

The Annual General Meeting 
The forty-second annual General Meeting of 

the Society was held this year on May 25th. 
Members were sad to learn that Miss J oan 
Wake felt impelled to resign from the office of 
honorary secretary, although she will continue 
to act as General Editor of our publications. 
She has been the inspiration and author of 
many of the Society's pioneer achievements 
since its inception, yet she modestly disclaimed 
credit and stated that the Society had kindly 
allowed her to indulge in the absorbing hobby 
of studying Northamptonshire history. The 
Society elected Dr. P. A. Pettit as her successor. 

Professor J. Simmons of the University of 
Leicester then gav~ a lecture entitled "Three 
Midland Towns". With great lucidity he com
. pared and contrasted Northampton, Leicester 
and Nottingham. His Worship, the Mayor of 
Northampton, proposed a vote of thanks. 
Professor Simmons' lecture appears on p. 136 
of this issue of Northamptonshire Past and 
Present. 

Autumn Lecture 
This was given on October 19th, by Mr. 

A. N. Marlow. Although Mr. Marlow is now 
a Senior Lecturer in Latin in the University of 

Manchester, he claimed pride in descending 
from a family with at least two centuries of 
residence in Northamptonshire. His subject, 
"The Coming of Railways to Northampton
shire", was not without topical significance. 
The charming literary allusions which added 
colour to his lecture were much appreciated. 
Again we are deeply indebted to the staff of 
the Northamptonshire Record Office for 
arranging the excellent exhibitions which have 
illustrated both lectures this year. 

Donations 
Amongst donations. received this year have 

been -volumes describing and illustrating Sir 
Arthur de Capell Brooke's journeys to Scandin
avia and Lapland in the 1820s. We appreciate Sir 
Edward de Capell Brooke's generosity in giving 
these volumes. Mr. V. Hatley (with the assist
ance of other voluntary help~rs), has been 
arranging and indexing the Society'S Library, 
and gifts of books relating to Northamptonshire 
history are always welcome. . 

Young Historians' Competition 
The Society has this year sponsored a new 

venture designed to stimulate research into 
local history amongst senior pupils in North
amptonshire schools. They are invited to sub
mit essays on a wide range of subjects of 
Northamptonshire history which impinge on 
national history. Sir Gyles Isham introduced 
the competition in lectures given at Delapre 
Abbey and at Magdalen College School, 
Br~ckley. Anyone interested in the competition 
may obtain further details from the Honorary 
Secretary. .:; 

Local History Research Class 
We congratulate the Department of Adult 

Education in the University of Leicester for 
organising a Local History Research class this 
winter. The course is intended to give the 
students, many of whom are members of our 
Society, a deeper insight into the sources and 
techniques for research into local history. The 
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class is being held in the Society's Library at 
De1apre Abbey and is made possible by the 
helpful co-operation of the staff of the North
amptonshire Record Office. The students are 
working under the expert guidance of Dr. G. 
Martin, a Lecturer in History in the University 
of Leicester. 

Our Contributors 
Most of our contributors to this year's issue 

are familiar to our readers, but Sir Frederick 
Scopes, the author of the article on p. 125 on 
the development of Corby has not written for 
us before. A further article of his will appear in 
next year's issue. He was a history scholar at 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford and joined 
Stewarts and Lloyds Ltd. in Glasgow in 1914; 
he spent the whole of his business career with 
Stewarts and Lloyds, except for the years 
1939-41, when he was Director of Home Ore 
in the Iron and Steel Control (Ministry of 
Supply). He was actively concerned with the 
development of iron ore production in North
amptonshire from 1932 to 1939. He retired 
from the Board of Stewarts and Lloyds in 1962, 
having been knighted ten years earlier. Inci
dentally he is a Northamptonshire man, having 
been born in Kettering. 

Mr. Derek Hall is a Fellow of Exeter College, 
Oxford, and Sub-Rector of the College. His 
special field is mediaeval law, so he is well fitted 
to explain the complexities of the legal docu
ment about Dray ton in the fourteenth century 
(p. 163). 

Mr. Malcolm Seaborne has unhappily left 
this County. His article on p. 1;41 is based on 
the lecture which he gave at De1apre in 1962. 
He is now on the staff of the University of 
Leicester, school of education, and would be 
most happy to hear of any interesting buildings 
in the County of Northamptonshire, especially 
any due for demolition. His address is 152 
Upper New Walk, Leicester. 

Kettering Memories 
Mr. Laurence Gotch, a member of the well

known Kettering family, and n~phew of the 
late MJ;". J. A. Gotch, the Society's chairman, 
has been writing a series of articles during the 
present year on the Kettering of his youth-an 
evocative tribute to the town as it was. These 
articles appeared in our contemporary The 
Kettering Leader. Mr. Gotch confesses that 
these articles are "no more than the rambling 
thoughts of an old man", but says that "they 
do record facts and personalities of Kettering 
and district which can only be recorded by 
someone who lived there 70 years ago". This 
is certainly true, and any local reader who 
missed them should certainly consult a copy in 
one of the public libraries. The first series ran 
from May 31st-August 9th, and a second series 
began in September. 

A Bouquet 
If we may indulge in a mixed metaphor, we 

have strong objections to blowing our own 
trumpet, but our contemporary The Book 
Exchange in its January issue. described our 
last issue in these terms: "The reduced price 
of 2/6 at which this issue is published should 
ensure a very wide distribution for probably 
the most attractive and inexpensive publication 
of all comparable county societies in Great 
Britain". We can only hope that our members 
agree! The Book Exchange singled out for special 
comment Miss Margaret Toynbee's first article 
on the "Andrew Family of Daventry", which 
is concluded in this issue with a full account of 
the unfortunate Colonel Euseby Andrew. 

It is with great regret that members of the 
Record Society will hear of the serious illness 
of Mr. Patrick King, the County Archivist. At 
the moment of writing, he is making steady 
progress, and all members of the Society will 
wish him a speedy return to full health and 
activity. 
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Front Row (left to right)-Miss P. Brudenell, Dr. P. A. J. Pettit, Mr. C. E. Mumby, Professor J. Simmons, Sir George Clark, Miss Joan Wake, 
Mr. S. L. Elborne, Mr. C. V. Davidge, Miss R. M. Marsden, Sir Gyles Isham and Mr. A. Ireson 

Back Row (left to right)-Mr. R. J. Kitchin, Mr. V. A. Hatley, Mr. M. V. J. Seaborne, Canon E. J. A. Dunn, Lt.-Col. G. T. H. Capron, 
Mr. J. Waters and Mr. A. Norman -Groome 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF CORBY 

PART I - Before 1918 

WHEN you pass the Albert Memorial in Kensington does it ever occur to you to think of the 
development of iron and steel manufacture at Corby? At first glance the connection might seem 
remote or far-fetched. Nevertheless, it is in fact direct and important. It was the display of 
samples of Northamptonshire ironstone at the Great Exhibition of 1851 that called attention to 
the mineral wealth of the county after a lapse of many centuries. 

The iron ores of Northamptonshire were well-known to the Romans and Domesday Book 
records the presence of iron forges (ferraria) at Corby, Gretton and Castle Bytham in Edward 
the Confessor's reign. Later records show that Royal furnaces were at work at Geddington in the 
reigns of Henry 11 and Henry Ill. Rockingham Forest, like the Weald of Kent and Sussex, was, 
in medieval times, a great iron producing district. Its decline was due to the same causes, i.e., 
the prevention of further destruction of timber for charcoal-burning and the discovery that coal 
could be used for smelting, with consequent transference of the industry to the coalfields. 

From available records it would seem that before the rediscovery of the value of the 
Northamptonshire ironstone as an ore in the second half of the nineteenth century, only two 
people had taken an interest in its existence. In 'about 1815 (according to a letter over the 
pseudonym "Young Iron" in the Mining Journal of 1st December, 1855) a Mr. Cornfield, of 
Northampton, sent specimens of the ore to Mr. David Mushet, who discovered the Scottish 
"blackband" ore measures in 1800. There is no evidence of any response from Mr. Mushet and 
apparently Mr. Coprlield did not follow the matter up. The next reference is a circumstantial 
account of a visit to Northampton in May 1828 by Charles Attwood, an ironmaster who in 1830 
also noticed the upper seam of the Cleveland ore in the neighbourhood of Thirsk, and who a 
little later built blast furnaces at Tow Law in Weardale. According to J. S. Jeans, writing many 
years afterwards, Attwood discussed in 1828 the possible development of the Northamptonshire 
ironstone with his brother-in-law, William Matthews, a Staffordshire ironmaster, but was dis
suaded from pursuing the matter because of the probable cost of transport of the ironstone by 
canal from Northamptonshire to Staffordshire-this being of course some years before the 
development of railways in the Midlands. Nothing therefore came of this discovery by Attwood. 

The samples of ironstone from Northamptonshire at the Great Exhibition of 1851 came 
from the estate of General Arbuthnot at Woodford. In the Exhibition Catalogue there is a note 
'at present of no commercial value' but in a lecture dated April 7th, 1852, by S. H. Blackwell, 
F.G .s., of Dudley, on "The Iron making resources of the United Kingdom", which was one of a 
series of Lectures on Results of the Great Exhibition, the importance of the discoveries was 
strongly emphasised. Blackwell describes the ore deposit as being "for all practical purposes and 
for a long series of years perfectly inexhaustible and ·one the importance of which it is scarcely 
possible to estimate". Early in 1852 the first consignments were forwarded to Staffordshire. The 
blast furnace operators in Staffordshire not unnaturally found considerable difficulty in smelting 
the Northamptonshire ironstone which was different from anything they had previously used 
and it was not until the end of the decade that Northamptonshire ironstone began to move 
in any quantity into the Black Country. Meantime experiments were being made in smelting the 
ironstone locally. The credit for the establishment of the pig iron industry in Northamptonshire 
is due to William Butlin. After experimenting in 1852 he erected a small cold-blast furnace at 
Wellingborough in 1853 and by perseverance and careful management he solved most of the 
immediate problems of smelting the Northamptonshire ironstone. His works occupied a site 
alongside the Midland Railway. 

The impression must not be given, however, that the Northamptonshire Sand Ironstone 
is difficult to reduce. This, of course, is not the case. Even in Roman times it was accomplished 
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with charcoal in a primitive furnace, blown with simple bellows, but in those early days neither 
the metal nor the slag was ever wholly molten. In the blast furnace of the nineteenth century 
the high proportion of earthy matter to be melted down and dealt with caused considerable 
operational difficulties which Butlin surmounted as stated and progress resulted from the 
knowledge gained. 

The development of ironstone working in the county was entirely conditioned by the 
railway system and its relation to the outcrops of ironstone and proceeded almost regardless of 
the quality or quantity of the reserves available for working in any particular area. The earliest 
quarries were at Blisworth, Gayton, Duston, Wellingborough and Desborough. A second furnace 
plant was built at Heyford not far from Weedon on the main line of the London ~ North Western 
Railway. The third blast furnace plant was not ~rected until 1866: this was at Stowe, also near 
Weedon. In relation to the rest of Britain the ore production was only about 2% of the total and 
the pig iron output was a mere 10,000 tons per annum out of a total of almost four million. 
Between 1863 'and 1873 the annual output of ore from Northamptonshire increased from just 
over 120,000 tons to nearly It million tons, whilst the pig iron output rose from about 15,000 
tons to 60,000 tons a year. Numerous new quarries were opened in the Finedon and Desborough 
districts and on both sides of the N ene valley between Wellingborough and Thrapston, whilst 
the construction of the Northampton and Market Harborough line in 1859 had permitted the 
commencement of quarrying at Brixworth and the completion of the Kettering and Cambridge 
branch in 1866 opened up the Cranford-Islip area. In some years nearly 90% of the ore raised 
went out of the county, mainly to Staffordshire, Derbyshire and South Wales. As far as pig iron 
production in the county was concerned, in 1866 the Glendon Iron Company commenced the 
erection of a furnace near Finedon and by 1869 they had three furnaces there. About the same 
time Thos. Butlin & Company planned a second works, on the Irthlingborough side of the 
Midland Railway at Wellingborough (these furnaces did not finally go out of operation until 
1932). This can be said to have completed the first phase of blast furnace development in 
Northamptonshire. 

The ironstone production, which in the boom year 1873 had reached 1.4 million torts, 
fell somewhat in the succeeding years and except for the year 1880 stood at a level of about 11 
million tons per annum. The increasing quantities smelted in the county meant that the tonnage 
sent out of the county for smelting elsewhere fell to about 70% of the production. Considerable 
tonnages went to South Wales especially from the BlisworthjGayton district. 

In 1872 the Northampton and Banbury Junction railway from Blisworth via Towcester. 
and Banbury was opened, tapping the Blisworth quarries, and in 1879 the connection from 
Towcester via Stratford to Broom Junction was completed giving a much more direct route to 
South Wales. The demands of Derbyshire were also increasing and during this period Derbyshire 
was importing from Northamptonshire more than it produced in its own mines. 

The second phase of blast furnace development in Northamptonshire began in 1871 when 
C. H. Plevins, a Derbyshire coal-owner, who in the previous year had acquired the Heyford 
plant, proposed to erect four furnaces near Islip, on the north side of th~ Kettering and Cambridge 
branch of the Midland Railway. In 1873 the first furnace was blown m and the plant was com
pleted in 1879, when the concern became known as the !slip Iron Company. Also in 1873 the 
erection of a new two-furnace plant at Hunsbury Hill, about a mile south-west of Northampton, 
alongside the Northampton and Blisworth line of railway, was commenced, both furnaces being 
blown in towards the end of 1874. In 1875 the Cransley works were planned, on a site about a 
mile south-west of Kettering and connected with the Midland Railway by a private branch line. 
The plant was completed in 1878. Finally, in 1877 the works of the Kettering Iron & Coal 
Company at Warren Hill on the north-west outskirts of the town and adjoining the Midland 
Railway were commenced· and two furnaces were blown in during the summer of 1878. This can 
be said to have completed the second phase of blast furnace development_ in the county. 

. Thus in 1880 there were 23 fur~aces built (and two building) on eight sites in Northampton-
shire an~ 17 of these furnaces were m blast. In that year the pig iron made was 178,714 tons 
and the Ironstone smelted 528,501 tons. The total ironstone production was 1,550,103 tons with 
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a value of £231,358. This output came 
from about 30 quarries, several of 
which, e.g. Glendon, Wollaston, 
Cransley and Wellingborough (Stan
ton Ironworks Company) produced 
over 100,000 tons each. Dust-on was 
still important, producing over 95,000 
tons, but the balance was rapidly 
changing and the importance of the 
south western area (Duston and Blis
worth) and of the eastern area (New
bridge and Ringstead) was diminishing 
and the Kettering, Cranford and Bri?,
worth areas were becoming more 
important. 

In 1879 the Midland Railway con
nection between Kettering and Man
ton was opened. This made possible 
the developments at Corby and Wel
don and the working of the outcrop 
ore along the escarpment overlooking 
the Welland valley near Gretton. It 
marks the start of the next phase. 

On July 6th, 1880, Mr. Samuel 
Lloyd, in a personal notebook which 
has fortunately survived, records the 
details of what I believe was his first 
visit to Corby. This is the event from 
which the enormous developments of 
Stewarts and Lloyds at Corby have 
flowed. Mr. Samuel Lloyd, who was 
born in 1827 and was therefore 53 
years of -age when he first became in
terested in ironstone developments in 
the Corby district, had already had a 
remarkable career in Birmingham and 
South Staffordshire. He was an orig
inal partner in Lloyd & Lloyd, the 
tube makers, from 1859 until 1903 
(when by th~ amalgamation of A. & 
J. Stewart and Menzies, Ltd. with 
Lloyd & Lloyd, Ltd., Stewarts and 
Lloyds, Lirr,tited, came into existence) 
and he was a partner in Lloyds, Foster 
& Company, Old Park, Wednesbury, 
who were a most important and 
flourishing concern in the 1860's and 
1870's. This firm built Blackfriars 
Bridge. 

Mr. Samuel Lloyd and his brother, 
Wilson Lloyd, M.P., developed the 
ironstone quarrying business at 
Corby in the energetic fashion which 

THE LATE MR. SAMUEL LLOYD 

THE Lf.TE MR. S. J. LLOYD 
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characterised the innumerable activities of the Lloyd family for many generations. Mr. Samuel 
Lloyd remained Chairman of the private family-owned company of Lloyds Ironstone Company 
until his death in 1918 at the age of 91, though the last Board meeting he is recorded as attending 
was in November, 1912. Like most of the Lloyds he had a large family; they were mostly daughters 
who remained spinsters. His two sons, who were both closely associated with him in Lloyds Iron
stone Company, were Samuel Janson Lloyd (1870-1943) and Albert William Lloyd (1871-1952). 

Mr. S. J. Lloyd went to Corby in 1891 and was responsible for the operation of the 
quarries. He had no personal connection with Lloyd & Lloyd, the tube makers in the Birmingham 
district. Mr. A. W. Lloyd was a partner in Lloyd & Lloyd from -1895 and on the formation of 
Stewarts and Lloyds, Limited, in 1903 became one of the Managing Directors of that Company. 
Until 1920 this was the only link between Stewarts and Lloyds, Limited, and Lloyds Ironstone 
Company, Limited; it was an important link but there was no financial connection at all between 
the rapidly growing-and primarily tube-making-public company, Stewarts and Lloyds, 
Limited, and the relatively small privately-owned Lloyds Ironstone Company, Limited. 

We return now to the development of Lloyds Ironstone Company ftom the first lease of 
ironstone from the Cardigan estate which runs from 1st July, 1880, although production did not 
start until 1881. The lease itself is dated 11th August, 1881. The actual tonnages despatched by 
rail from Weldon and Corby were 4,140 tons in 1881 and 20,812 tons in 1882. 

Development was gradual but progress was steady and output increased year by year. 

For many years all ironstone in the Corby district and at all the other quarries in North
amptonshire was got by hand labour. The overburden wa~ removed and the ironstone excavated 
and loaded entirely by hand. This was pniversal until about 1895 and hand methods employing 
wheelbarrows and planks persisted in many parts of Northamptonshire as late as 1930 when a 
survey showed that nineteen of the forty opencast workings in the area-representing about 20% 
of the total ironstone production of the county-still employed nothing but hand labour for the 
extraction and loading of the ore. Lloyds Ironstone Company was the' first company to use 
mechanical diggers for working ironstone in this country. The experiments with steam diggers 
started by Mr. S. J. Lloyd in 1895 mark an important epoch in the development of ironstone 
working in Northamptonshire. According to Colonel P. H. Lloyd (son of Mr. S. J. Lloyd) the 
idea came from the excavators used in cutting the Panama Canal and the first machine, imported 
from America, was a failure. In 1895-96 a Wilson steam crane navvy with a It cubic yard bucket 
was used for digging the ironstone. This was followed by various steam navvies for stripping 
overburden. By way of comparison, the capacity of the buckets on the largest machines now 
used in the Corby area for this purpose is 30 cubic yards. 

The Lloyds always looked to development beyond the production of ironstone. They had 
of course the example of the eight or nine blast furnace concerns in the county. After the opening 
of the Kettering furnaces in 1878 only one entirely new works was built. This ~as at Welling
borough, on the north side of the town, alongside the Midland Railway, in 1885. Three years 
later this became the Wellingborough Iron Company with two furnaces to which a third was 
added in 1898. At several of the other sites, e.g., Kettering (1889), Irthlingborough (1884), 
Cransley (1890) and Hunsbury Hill (1890), various improvements were made and some new 
furnaces erected, but between 1880 and 1910 Wellingborough was the only entirely new blast 
furnace plant erected in Northam~tonshire. 

The plans of the Lloyd family for the erection of blast furnaces at Corby culminated in 
the voluntary liquidation of the original Lloyds Ironstone Company, Limited (incorporated in 
1893) in 1907 and the formation that year of a new Company of the same name. The nominal 
capital of the old Company was £50,000. The new Company had a capital of £200,000 made up 
of 150,000 ordinary shares (all issued) and 50,000 preference shares (20,000 issued). 

Apart from the Lloyd family the only large ~hareholder in the new Company was the 
Bestwood Coal & Iron Company who held 20,000 shares. Mr. Andrew Crawford, Director and 
Manager of the blast furnaces of the Bestwood Company, held 1,000 shares and was appointed 
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a director of Lloyds Ironstone Company on September 25th, 190/7. The object of the reconstruction 
of the Company was to enable two blast furnaces to be erected at Corby under his management. He 
was in charge of their operation until his retirement on March 31st, 1929. Mr. John Lancaster, 
also of the Bestwood Company, was elected a director on April 1st, 1908, and remained on the 
Board until his death in May, 1918, though he rarely attended any meetings. 

It is of interest that on June 1st, 1910, ironstone contracts on the books were reported as 
1,019,753 tons at an average price of 2/3.18d. 

The first iron was made in early May, 1910. The grades of iron made were foundry and 
forge, as at all the other blast furnaces in Northamptonshire. There was a serious strike in the 
summer of 1911 which brought the furnaces to a standstill and it is recorded that No. 2 furnace 
was back in blast on August 1st and No. 1 furnace on September 20th. 

At this time Stewarts and Lloyds, Limited, were becoming concerned about their 
dependence on purchased pig iron for their Clydesdale Steel Works in Scotland, and a minute 
of a Board meeting held on 27th April, 1911, records that the Steel Works Committee was 
instructed to investigate the question of the purchase of a pig iron works in Lincolnshire or other 
district in England with good ironstone deposits, and in particular to get expert advice on the . 
field of the Appleby Iron Co. Ltd. and on the general question of iron ore supplies. Arising out 
of this, one of the Directors of Stewarts and Lloyds and the General Manager of their Clydesdale 
Steel Works visited Corby in the spring of 1911. This is the first mention of Corby in the records 
of Stewarts and Lloyds, Limited. 

The first mention of Stewarts and Lloyds, Limited, in the records of Lloyds Ironstone 
.Company, Limited, occurs in the minutes of a Board meeting held on 9th November, 1911, 
which state that Stewarts and Lloyds had made an offer of 52/6d. f.o.t. Grangemouth for the 

. make of one blast furnace for one month to a specified basic iron analysis. The offer was accepted 
and by the end of January, 1912, Stewarts and Lloyds had received a total of 1,756 tons of iron. 
This was the first iron for steel making produced in Northamptonshire. 

The iron was sent by sea via Kings Lynn or Boston to Grangemouth, but there is no 
surviving record of the results of this trial of Northamptonshire Basic Iron at the Clydesdale 
Steel Works of Stewarts and Lloyds, Limited. As the supply was not followed up it is likely 
that it was not particularly successful. Under ordinary competitive conditions iron .made at 
Corby could not hope to replace supplies from the Frodingham district of North Lincolnshire, 
where basic iron was regularly made without the necessity of using any imported manganese ore 
and costs both of manufacture and of transport to Scotland were less. 

As far as is known, basic iron was not made again at Corby until towards the end of 1915. 
On September 29th of that year the Bo~rd minutes of Lloyds Ironstone Company record that 
"The question of Basic Iron was thoroughly discussed and it was resolved that we should put 
one furnace on this class of iron, providing prices were admissible". 

At this time pressure was developing from the Ministry of Munitions for substantial 
increases in the national production of basic pig iron for steel making. The ironworks of Lloyds 
Ironstone Company were declared a Controlled Establishment from January 1st, 1916. It was, 
however, not until March 1917 that the Ministry of Munitions really got down to the problem 
and not until September 1917 that arrangements were made for financial assistance to be given 
to various companies owning blast furnaces either to divert idle stacks to the production of basic 
pig iron or to erect additional ones and the necessary auxiliary plant. One of these was 'Lloyds 
Ironstone Company and so the third furnace at Corby came into being. This was the only new 
blast furnace built in Northamptonshire under the scheme sponsored by the Ministry of 
Munitions. 

Barnes, W. 
Beaver, S. H. 
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THE LEGEND OF ST. RUMBOLD1 

THE name of St. Rumbold lingers in the south-west corner of Northamptonshire and in the 
adjoining part of Buckinghamshire, in the names of a house, a street and so on. Sometimes it has 
been attached where it does not rightly belong. The Ordnance Survey, for instance, gives it to 
the medicinal well in Astrop Park, which was discovered in the seventeenth. century and round 
which the one-time spa grew up; but this seems to be a modem mistake.2 There is only .one piece 
of information about the saint which does not come down to us from a single written source. 
This is the statement that he was born at Walton Grounds. It may be true, but we cannot trace 
it back to any earlier authority than John Leland, the antiquary of Henry VIII's time. With this 
exception everything that we can know about St. Rumbold comes not from tradition but from 
an account of his life written many centuries ago by an educated man who knew very well how 
to express what he wanted to convey. 

There are four medieval manuscripts of a certain collection of many lives of saints among 
which this life is found in its earliest form.3 The oldest of these four manuscripts was written 
out in the eleventh century, possibly before the Norman Conquest.4 Two later medieval writers, 
the monk John of Tinmouth in the fourteenth century, and the friar John Capgrave in the 
sixteenth, produced what may be called revised manuscript editions of the collection, and in 1516 
it was printed for the first time by Wynkyn de Worde. Since then longer or shorter versions of 
the story of St. Rumbold have appeared in many collections of lives of saints, but they are all 
entirely derived from one or other of these books, and so nothing is known of St. Rumbold's life 
except what is to be found in the anonymous eleventh-century manuscript.5 

Nothing else is known about his life. It is true that we have independent knowledge about 
his cult, about the honours that were paid to him, but this further knowledge is of such a nature 
that it can tell us only about St. Rumbold's reputation and how widely it spread, not about the 
person from whom this reputation radiated. There are two ways in which the cult has left its 
traces in England and even on the Continent. First is the evidence of ecclesiastical calendars. 
St. Rumbold's name was commemorated by the Church on November 3rd, and the earliest 
mention of St. Rumbold on that day in a calendar comes from Exeter in the second half of the 
twelfth century. 

The second kind of evidence about the cult comes from the dedications of churches. There 
is a church dedicated to St. Rumbold at a place in Sussex called Rumbalds Wyke; there are two 
in Dorset, two in Kent and one at Colchester in Essex; the village of Romaldkirk in the North 
Riding of Yorkshire seems to have taken its name from another such church. The fishermen of 
Folkestone are said to have chosen St. Rumbold as their patron.6 There may indeed possibly be 
some confusion in one or other of these cases with some other saint with a similar name;7 but 

1 I have to thank Canon J. L. Cartwright, the 
Rev. A. S. Midgley, Dr. Richard Hunt, Mr. P. 1. 
King, Mr. B. Bailey and my son, the Rev. Martin 
Clark, for information and advice used in the writing 
of this article. 

2 B. Thompson 'Peculiarities of Wells and Waters' 
in Journal of the Northamptonshire Field Club, xvii 
(1914) p. 117 falls into this error by reading John 
Leland's remarks on Brackley (see below·p. 134 n. 13) 
as if they applied to King's Sutton. 

3 For a list of these, for the text and for the subject 
in general see Acta Sanctorum: November, vol. i 
(1887) 682-90. 

4 It is now at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge: 

see M. R. James, Descriptive Catalogue of the Manu
scripts of Corpus Christi College (1912), no. 9.'-

I) For anyone who does not need to go into minute 
points of detail the most convenient place to read the 
Latin text is not in the gigantic volume of the Acta 
Sanctorum, but in Nova Legenda Angliae, ed. C. 
Horstman (1901), ii. 345-50. This is a learned modern 
edition of Tinmouth's text. 

G Camden, Britannia, ed. R. Gough (1789), i. 320 
n.2. 

7 St. Rumold or Rombaut of Malines who was 
martyred in 775 seems to be a possibility; less likely 
is St. Romuald, the founder of the Camaldolese 
Order in Italy, who died in the early eleventh century. 
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there is no reason to suspect it in the two Northamptonshire instances. One of these, the chapel 
at Walton Grounds, a mile or so south of King's Sutton on the line of an old road to Buckingham, 
disappeared long ago with the hamlet which used to stand there. The

O 

other is at Stoke Doyle, 
the last village which the River Nene passes before it reaches Oundle. Unfortunately we have 
no means of knowing whether any of these dedications goes back to an earlier time than the 
written biography. 

This biography tells a story of times which were already in the distant past for its eleventh
century writer, times in which, as he explains to his readers at the outset, there were several 
kings reigning in different parts of Britain, some of them serving i~ols, others Christians. One of 
the Christian kings, Penda by name, had a daughter who was sought in marriage by the powerful 
pagan king of Northumbria. The lady insisted that her husband should be baptized, and this was 
done. When she was about to bear a child King Penda invited the pair to visit him, and the child 
was bomo while they were on the journey, in a certain meadow where the servants and soldiers 
had set up pavilions and tents. No sooner was the child born than he cried with a clear voice '1 
am a Christian, I am a Christian', to which two priests, or a bishop °and a priest, who were there, 
Widerin and Edwold, answered 'Thanks be to God'. The child then professed belief in the Holy 
Trinity, whereupon the whole company sang the Te Deum; then he asked to be held by Edwold 
and baptized by Widerin with the name of Rumbold. After the baptism he received communion. 
At this point we are told that the place where all this happened is called by the inhabitants Sutton 
(in the Latin Suttunus). After the mass Rumbold spoke to his parents and the pries_ts about the 
faith, and then he addressed all those who were present. His sermon is reported at the length of 0 

about 1,000 words, and it may be called a well-constructed summary of Christian doctrine. 

When his hearers had expressed their thanks for this bestowal of grace, the blessed 
Rumbold spoke again. He announced that he was about to die. Mter his passing he desired to 
be left at his birthplace for one y~ar, then in Brackley for two years, and after these three years 
his bones were to rest at Buckingham for all time. These place-names were not in use then, 
but they were found out or known long afterwards, and in the writer's own time there \yere 
villages or towns (ville) there, with farming and a dense population. 0 

At the end of the third day, November 3rd, St. Rumbold died.s After the subsequent 
death of Edwold the saint's remains were translated to another place by Widerin, and at the end 
of three years they were taken to Buckingham, where in the writer's time they were held in great 
veneration and many miracles were done. 

Such is the legend of St. Rumbold. When the writer twice draws attention to' the differ
ences between his own time and the much earlier age that he was writing about, the many kings 
and the undeveloped state of the country, it almost seems as if he feels that his narrative requires 
some kind of justification. The earliest criticism that we know of came from the monk John of 
Tinmouth, who knew a good deal about early English history. Penda, king of the Mercians, was 
a formidable figure in the seventh century, but he was not a Christian; far from it. John therefore 
altered the text and wrote that Penda was a pagan but had a Christian daughter. Later historians, 
however, were still not satisfied. In Penda's day the kings of Northumbria were not pagans but 
Christians. There were marriages between the two dynasties but none of them can be made to 
fit into this story. The incident of the husband's conversion is under suspicion of being more or 
less modelled on Bede's account of the marriage of Penda's son Peada.9 Again, if the royal party 
was on a journey from Northumbria to Mercia, it is hard to see what it was doing in the Cherwell 
valley. The cult of St. Rumbold did indeed extend in early times to Yorkshire,lo in the North
umbrian kingdom, but it is not too harsh to say that all the part about the kings and the princess 
represents an unsuccessful attempt to fix the story of the miraculously speaking child into an 
historical framework with known dates and persons. 

8 It should be noted that St. Rumbold would thus 
be born on All Saints Day. The morrow of All Souls 
Day is assigned also to some saints who are not 

associated with any definite anniversaries of known 
events such as their deaths. 

9 Ecclesiastical History, bk. Ill, 1. 23. 
10 Romaldkirk is mentioned in Domesday Book. 
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This does not convict the writer of any intention to deceive. There is no room here for 
more than the brief est comment on the difficult theme of the difference between the attitudes of 
the medieval hagiographer and the modern historian; but fortunately the legend of St. Rumbold 
contains an example which illustrates the nature of the contrast. This is the report of the sermon. 
It was never meant to be accepted as a reproduction of something actually said, and we have 
other reasons for knowing this besides the obvious reason that there was no shorthand in the 
Middle Ages. This report is an instance of-a literary device which was used by the ancient Greek 
historians and continued to be used by some veracious authors as late as the eighteenth century, 
the device of bringing out the significance of an event by an imaginary speech. No one· was 
expected to believe that the Athenian statesmen used the precise words put into their mouths by 
Thucydides, and the biographer of St. Rumbold, inheriting this serviceable and indeed splendid 
literary convention, supplied a sermon in equally good faith. The literary tradition within which 

FONT IN KINGS SUTTON CHURCH, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Drawn by Buckler in 1824 

he worked gave him an even ampler liberty. It permitted him to supply not only the speech, 
but the historical framework and what may be called stock features, of which one is the saint's 
prophecy of'his own death, a feature common to many hagiographical works. It fre~d him from 
any subservience to probability, but no simple formula can be invented to explain how such 
writers regarded truth and fact. It would be too severe merely to say that their critical sense was 
in abeyance, but it would be too complimentary to say only that for them the exact sequence of 
mundane events had no significance comparable with that of permanent and edifying truths.ll 

11 For introductory discussions of this subject see 
H. Delehaye, Les legendes hagiographiques (1906), 
English _ translation Legends, Introduction to Hagio-

graphy (1907); and Cz'nq lefons sur la methode hagz'o
graphique (1934). 
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Whether we find the story of St. Rumbold edifying is a matter for individual judgment. 
A story is not made miraculous simply by being extravagantly unlikely. If the literary modes of 
the time when it was written have overlaid some genuine story of precocious religion, they may 
have defaced something that would have impressed us if it had not been misrepresented. But it 
is useless to try to extract the original core of the legend from the later accretions. We may be 
almost certain that there was a person called Rumbold round whose memory a cult grew up in 
Anglo-Saxon times. Perhaps he died when he was still a child; or perhaps he was a grown man 
whose life as a Christian was cut short on the third day. Each of these explanations, however, 
accepts one part of the story and rejects the rest when we have nothing to guide us in deciding 
which parts ought to be retained and which discarded. We have no historical knowledge of St. 
Rumbold's life. 

The legend, however, does give us some knowledge about the local history of the cult. 
First of all, when the writer tells us of events which occurred in Sutton, Brackley and Buckingham 
but declares that there were no settlements in any of these places and that all three names came 
into existence afte~ St. Rumbold's time, it is a fair inference that the cult was maintained in 
all three, but that there were no place-names in the story as he received it, or at least that he 
knew some version of the story in which there were none. It almost appears that he is supporting 
the claims of all three to receive pilgrims and their offerings. We know that St. Rumbold's shrine 
was in Buckingham church, and it may be that the holy well from which the Well Street there 
took its name was also connected with the local saint.12 There was a St. Rumbold's well at 
Brackley.13 At King's Sutton there was an altar to St. Rumbpld.14 It is worth noticing that all 
the three churches are dedicated to St. Peter, though St. Paul was included in the Buckingham 
dedication and probably in that of Sutton.15 From all this it seems that St. Rumbold's cult was 
established early in these parts. . 

The main wonder of St. Rumbold's speaking was accompanied by a subsidiary miracle. 
When he asked to be baptized he pointed to a stone with a hollow (concavus lapis) which was in 
a hut or shelter (tugurium) near by, and ordered the servants to bring it quickly. They went, but 
they could neither move the stone nor lift it out of the ground. When they came back and said 
they were toiling to no effect, Rumbold's father told them to bring a wooden vessel, but Rumbold, 
when he saw them bringing this vessel filled with water, told Widerin and Edwold to go in the 
name of the Lord, only the two of them, to pick up the stone and bring it. They went at once, 
easily lifted the heavy stone from the ground and put it down before Rumbold. At it he was 
baptized. 

It is not difficult to suggest a collateral motive for the inclusion of this detail in the legend. 
We saw that the writer perhaps intended to show that each of three places was connected with 
St. Rumbold. If one of them could point to a material object which actually figured in his story, 
the claim of that place would be secure, and, quite apart from any such claims, if there was a 
font in Sutton church which people associated with St. Rumbold, that would be an explanation. 
Now there is some reason to think that there was such a font. In Victorian times the medieval 
font was turned out of the church, but we have two printed descriptions of it and two drawings, 
all made between about 1820 and 1840. They do not agree on all the details, but there is no 
doubt about the relevant points. It stood at the west end of the south aisle, a normal position, 
but that was St. Rumbold's aisle. The font was tub-shaped, like many Norman fonts; but it was 
irregular and exceptionally large. It stood on a base which one antiquary said was square, while 
another said it was octagonal and both the drawings 'appear to show it as a hexagon. At each 
corner was a buttress. These buttresses were broken away at the top, but they looked as if they 
had terminated in pinnacles, or possibly in some more elaborate superstructure. One antiquary 
thought their style was Decorated: it seems safe to say that they were not older than the fourteenth 

12 G. Lipscomb, History of the County of Bucking
ham, ii (1831) 581-0, 584. 

13 J. Leland, Itinerary, ed. Lucy Toulmin Smith, 
ii (1908) 37; ed. T. Heame vii (1744) fo. 12. 

14 Will of Thomas Westall, who left 8d. to it in 

1525: R. M. Serjeantson and H. Isham Longden in 
Archaeological Journal lxx, 2nd. ser., xx (1913) 354. 

15 The current description of Sutton church as St. 
Peter and St. Paul, is based on a reference in the will 
of Thomas Westall. 
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-century. This means that the bowl of the font could be as old as the written legend, and that, 
at some time more than two hundred years later, it was provided with a new, ornamental and 
expensive base, contrasting with its rude appearance.16 Instead of providing themselves with a 
new font in the contemporary fashion the Sutton people preserved their old one and adorned it, 
which is what they might well do if they regarded it with reverence. 

The Victorians put in an elaborately carved Gothic font, but this in its turn was ejected.17 

In 1923 the architect Temple Moore put up the present south altar, and at his instance the font 
which now stands in the church was put together. The base is a millstone from Twyford Mill. 
The stem is a cylindrical piece of white limestone, which some say was found in the church. 
The uppermost stone was brought in from the churchyard. At first sight it seems to have nothing 
to do with the medieval font. It is not tub-shaped but bowl-shaped. Instead of being slightly 
more than two feet high (the measurement noted on a drawing in 1824) it is ten or eleven inches 
short of that. But there are two things which suggest that it may be not indeed the medieval font 
but a remnant of it. Both were roughly circular at the top. The present font has ~ strangely rough 
and irregular appearance, partly because at some time seven vertical slices of various sizes have 
been cut away from the outside, so that it looks as if someone had begun and abandoned a clumsy 
attempt to reshape it as a heptagon merging downwards into the original round shape. It is very 
odd indeed that both the old drawings seem to indicate something resembling this deformity. It 
is equally strange that some of the measurements of 1824 are close to those of today. The old 
bowl at one point was six inches thick; the thickness of the present bowl is four to six inches; in 
1824 the diameter at the top was given as 38 inches outside and 32 inches inside, and now the 
smallest outside diameter is about 39 inches (the greatest being more than 43) but the inside 
measures 32. 

There is a puzzle here, and it may be solved if anyone can remember exactly what 
happened when the present font was fitted up only forty years ago, or if anyone can prove that 
the hollow in the medieval font was deeper than could possibly have been cut in the existing 
stone. U nti! the puzzle is solved a little harmless speculation is permissible. No archaeologist is 
likely to say firmly that this stone is one of the very few Anglo-Saxon fonts in the country, still 
less that it goes back to the seventh century; but few or none would deny that it may be as old 
as the oldest manuscript of the written legend. If the writer of that manuscript wrote his story 
of the miraculous font with a real font in mind, and if the subsequent embellishment of the 
font is a proof that it was held in special regard, then we may conclude that from the eleventh 
century to the fifteenth the peeple of Sutton believed that this great lump of stone from a local 
quarry was the concavus lapis that Widerin and Edwold carried. 

16 G. Baker, History of the County of Northampton, 
i (1822-30) 699; A. Beasley, History -aF Banbury 
[1841], p. 113 (perhaps supplied by Beasley's archi
tectural collaborator, whose name was Derick); draw
ing dated 27 July 1824 by [? J.B.] Buckler in British 
Museum Additional MS 36371 fo. 263; drawing 

G. N. CLARK. 

dated 24 October 1827, probably by George Baker's 
sister, in the Local Room of the Northampton Public 
Library. 

17 It is now in the church of the Holy Spirit at 
Beeston, Leeds, Yorkshire. 
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