
77 

NOTES AND NEWS 

-0-

Annual Meeting 
The forty-first annual General Meeting of 

the Northamptonshire Record Society was held 
this year on May 26th. As the lecture, following 
the meeting, was given by Dr. A. L. Rowse, 
and the subject was his recent book Ralegh and 
the Throckmortons, there was certain to be a 
big attendance, and it was felt that Delapre 
itself would not provide sufficient room, so it 
was decided to have a public meeting, at 
Trinity High School. Dr. Rowse must have 
been pleased at the record attendance, although 
large audiences are no novelty for him. His 
book is reviewed on p. 92. It is remarkable 
how Dr. Rowse, a Cornishman, managed to get 
the feel of Jacobean Northamptonshire. The 
meeting was followed by tea at Delapre for the 
mem.bers, and this was, as usual, a delightful 
occasion. -

Autumn Lecture 
This is being given this year on October 27th. 

The subject is "The Farm Houses and Cottages 
of Northamptonshire", and the lecturer is 'Mr. 
M. V. J. Seaborne, who recently left the county, 
to our regret. At the time these notes are 
penned, the lecture has not taken place, so the 
most we can do is to express pleasurable antici
pation! This event is being held at Delapre 
Abbey. 

Miss Helen Cam 
There will be great satisfaction that at this 

year's Encaenia at Oxford, Professor Helen Cam 
was creat-ed a D.C.L. She wrote the account of 
the Borough of Northampton in the Victoria 
County History, (Vol. Ill, 1930): she also wrote 
a paper on "The Hundreds of Northampton
shire" in the Journal of the Northamptonshire 
Natural History Society (Vol. XXVII, June, 
1934). Miss Cam's father, the Revd. W. H. 
Cam, was Rector of Paulerspury from 1911 
until 1926. 

Military Effigies 
A valuable collection of drawings by the late 

Mr. Ronald Panter, Works Manager of Messrs. 

True-form, Freeman, Hardy and Willis, has 
recently been given to the Record Society. 
These consist of two volumes of drawings of 
effigies in churches, and of coats of arms and 
armaments, together with 9 framed pictures of 
uniforms of Northamptonshire regiments, and 
41 large drawings of figures in armour, coloured, 
for the text of a series of lectures on armour 
and the heraldry associated with it. The col
lection will be of great interest to students, and, 
indeed, others interested in the subject, which 
appears to be attracting more and more 
attention. 

Unique Occasion 
On February 21st, The Revd. Peter Gilbey, 

O.S.B., 9th Lord Vaux of Harrowden made 
history by addressing the House of Lords in a 
maiden speech. As he pointed out "the last 
monk of the Order of St. Benedict, who 
addressed you, I think in 1559, was confined 
shortly afterwards to a sort of concentration 
.camp for refractory clergy at Wisbech Castle". 
Lord Vaux's speech, however, seems to have 
met with general applause. He spoke, as a 
curate, about Youth Clubs and the Albemarle 
Report with excellent good sense. He was 
followed by the Bishop of London, late of 
Peterborough, who welcomed "a voice which, 
in a sense, has been silent for 400 years", and 
expressed the hope that "we shall hear more 
of that voice, particularly when it speaks, as 
the noble Lord has done this afternoon, from 
his direct experience on this subject with which 
we are all 'so deeply concerned". 

About this number 
This particular number of Northamptonshire 

Past and Present is very largely biographical. 
The Royal Academy of Arts in 1956 devoted 
their Winter Exhibition to British Portraits. 
As the President noted, "a delight in handing 
down likenesses for posterity is deeply rooted 
in countless British families". The Exhibition 
proved very popular, as did the Northampton 
Exhibition of 1951, which, again,- was largely 
devoted to portraits. 
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It is hoped that the biographies in the present 
number will prov~ popular too, especially as in 
all cases, we have been lucky enough to find 
photographs, . effigies in brass, or portraits on 
canvas to show the subjects "in their habit, as 
they lived" . There are two 20th century 
biographies, which we rhink will be of special 
interest, and, after all, half of the 20th century 
is "history". 

Delapre Stables 
It is disappointing that although we were 

able to report in our last issue that after pro
tracted negotiations the local authorities had 
decided to repair and preserve Delapre Stables 
with the help of grants from various sources, 
the building still remains in a derelict and 
deteriorating condition. The space will be 
needed for the County's Archives in the not 
distant future, and it is greatly to be hoped that 
action will be taken before it is too late. 

We understand that the architect was com
missioned last April and that estimates from 
contractors are awaited. 

Membership 
The membership of the Society is now well 

over a thousand-a record number. We also 
have a record number of advertisers for N orth
amptonshire Past and Present. Without this large 
membership, and the co-operation of our ad
vertisers, it would not be possible to produce 
this journal. Every member of the Record 
Society receives a free copy. The price to non
members has been reduced to 2/6. Those 
desiring to join the Society will be cordially 

, welcomed to our ranks. All particulars will be 
found on p. ii. 

Publications 
Our latest volume (No. XXI in the Society's 

series), was published last April. The full title 
is "John Isham, Mercer and Merchant Adventurer 
Two Account Books of a London Merchant in the 
Reign of Elizabeth I" edited by D. G. Ramsay. 
In acknowledging its receipt, Professor N. E. C. 
Harrison, Head of the History Department at 
Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, writes: 
"I 'must say that this extremely interesting and 
scholarly volume makes ,a handsome bonus for 
our membership in your Society". 

The Late Mr. George Brudenell 
The following appreciation appeared on 

August 17th, 1962 in The Times, by whose 
kind permission and that of the author (P.H.L.) 
it is here reprinted: 

"Mr. George Brudenell, Squire of Deene in 
Northamptonshire since 1917, died on Wed
nesday, August 8, at the age of 81. 

He succeeded to the Cardigan estates through 
the death of his elder brother in action with 
the Northamptonshire Yeomanry in 1917. His 
brother had inherited from his cousin Lady 
Cardigan, wife of the 7th Earl, famous for his 
part in the Charge of the Light Brigade. 

George Brudenell was a truly remarkable 
character, a cast back to previous generations 
and yet with a forward and up-to-date outlook. 
His eccentricities of dress and behaviour 
endeared him to the many tenants of his large 
estates in the counties of Northampton and 
Leicester. He was by tradition an old-fashioned 
Liberal-he hated any attempt to jmpinge upon 
the liberties of the individual. For some 20 
years he was a member of the Northampton
shire County Council; during which time his 
colourful attacks angered some and delighted 
others. 

He was one of the few remaining land owners 
who, up to the time of his death, continued the 
traditional tenants' annual luncheon with every
thing done as in the past, champagne ad lib 
and good champagne at that. His direct manner 
and adroit and piercing wit made him dangerous 
to cros~ swords with, and his vast knowledge 
of history and other kindred matters were 
acquired by his love of reading. 

His interest in sport was mainly towards 
foxhunting. He owned large areas of land in 
both the Fernie and Woodland Pytchley coun
tries and his help was always forthcoming when
ever called for. Not only this, but for the past 
three years the Hunt Balls , of both these packs 
have been held annually at Deene. 

It would be wrong to close this chapter in 
history without a mention of his wife, the 
person who helped and sustained him for 
nearly 40 years of his life, a truly remarkable 
person with a character and personality dif
ferent from, but as great as, his, and loved and 
respected by all who come in contact with her. 

The whole countryside through which 
George Brudenell's personality penetrated has 
lost a figure long to be remembered and quite 
irreplaceable. " 
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A NOTE ON THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 

-0-

For any understanding of the last revision 
of the Prayer Book in 1662, a glance further 
back is necessary. In the Middle Ages the 
church services were in Latin, but about a 
century before the Reformation the use of 
English for occasional services had begun to 
creep in. In 1542 Henry VIII directed Convo
cation to reform the service books of the Church 
and the result (in 1549) was the first English 
Prayer Book, "substantially, as it still remains, 
a condensed reproduction in English of those 
service books which had been used in Latin by 
the Church of England for many centuries 
before".l In 1552 this book was revised with a 
Protestant slant, but o~ing to the death of 
Edward VI it never came into general use, and 
during the five years of Mary's reign divine 
services .were said in Latin as before 1549. 

One of Queen Elizabeth's first and most 
necessary acts was to appoint a Committee of 
Divines who were directed to revise the books · 
of 1549 and 1552, _with a view to reconciling 
all but the irreconcilables on either side. This 
revision passed through Parliament in 1559-
less than six months after the Queen's accession. 
The layman who "more than anyone else except 
Elizabeth herself was responsible for the Eliza-

. bethan settlement"2 was her First Secretary, 
William Cecil, a Northamptonshire man.3 The 
Book of 1559 achieved its object for "out of 
9,400 clergy only 189 refused to adopt it",4 
but opinion on both the Catholic and Protestant 
sides hardened as the years went on, and with 
the Puritans in power in the next century the 
use of the Prayer Book was proscribed under 
heavy penalties for fifteen years~ 

On the Restoration of Charles II in 1660 at 
the request of Parliament a Conference of 30 
divines was summoned,5 on which the Church 
and the Presbyterians were equally represented, 
to review . the Prayer Book "for the restoring 

1 The Annotated Book. of Common Prayer, ed. by 
J. H. Blunt (1903 ed.). 

2 Conyers Read, Mr. Secretary Cecil and Queen 
Elizabeth, p. 133. 

3 Better known as the 1st Lord Burghley. 

THE LAMPORT LIBRARY COpy OF THE 
BOOK OF CO~ON PRAYER, 1662 

of peace and unity in the Churches" while 
making as few changes as possible. After over 
three months of heated debate it ended in 
failure, and Protestant as well as Catholic 
dissent from the national Church had hence
forth to be recognised as an integral part of the 
religious life of the country, but that is another.. 
story. 

4 Blunt, op. cit. p. 24. Even the Pope offered to 
give the book his full sanction if his authority were 
recognised in England (ibid.). 

5 From its place of meeting known as the Savoy 
Conference. . -
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Northamptonshire was represented at the 
Conference by a formidable group of divines. 
For the Church there were JOHN COSIN, bishop 
of Durham, who in 1660 had been dean of 
Peterborough; BENJAMIN LANEY, bishop of 
Peterborough; THOMAS PIERCE, rector of Bring
ton; PETER GUNNING, rector of Stoke Bruerne 
(later successively bishop of Chichester and Ely); 
HUMPHREY HENCHMAN, bishop of Salisbury 
(from 1624 to 1628 rector of Rushton All Saints 
and St. Peter's), who was of Wellingborough 
descent. On the Presbyterian side were 
EDWARD REYNOLDS, bishop of Norwich and 
previously rector of Braunston and vicar of All 
Saints, Northampton; THOMAS JACOMB, incum
bent of Aldwinckle St. Peter and chaplain to 
the Countess of Exeter; and JOHN CONANT 
(son-in-law of Reynolds) who became vicar of 
All Saints (1671-1690) and then of St. Giles's, 
.N orthampton. 6 

After the failure of the Conference the work 
of revision was referred to a Committee of 
Convocation consisting of eight bishops, in
Cluding Henchman. They completed their task 
in 30 days and made few alterations but some 

6 Of these, Reynolds was a member of the West
minster Assembly of Divines in 1643, and an in
truding vicar under the Commonwealth. He was 
consecrated Bishop of Norwich on January 6 1661, 
and accepted the Restoration settlement. His son-in
law John Conant had been ordained a deacon in the 
Church of England, but accepted Presbyterian orders 
in 1652. He eventually received priest's orders in 
the Church of England in 1670 at the hands of his 
father-in-law. Thomas Jacomb, like Baxter, refused 
to accept the settlement, and was ejected from his 
living of St. Martins, Ludgate in 1662 (H. 1. Long
den, Northants and Rutland Clergy). 

7 These were abolished without Parliamentary 
sanction in 1859. 

8 With regard to the first, modern scholarship has 
not gone behind Charles Wheatley, who, writing less 
than 50 years after revision, had been told at St. 
John's College, Cambridge, that Gunning (Master of 

• 

additions to the 1559 Book, such as the special 
services for the Fifth of November and the 
29th of May. 7 Two notable prayers were also 
added :-that for "all sorts and conditions of 
men", attributed to Peter Gunning, and the 
General Thanksgiving, attributed to John 
Reynolds, but the authorship of neither is 
entirely beyond doubt.8 The Prayer Book as 
thus revised passed through Parliament in 1662 
receiving the royal assent on May 10th. It is 
still de jure the Service Book of the Church of 
England. Would that it were so de facto. 

For as the vehicle of Christian worship among 
Englishmen for four centuries the influence of 
THE BOOR OF COMMON PRAYER has been quite 
incalculable. "As an expression of the essentials 
of the Christian faith it remains to this day the 
supreme example", wrote in 1954 a distin
guished American historian, ... "The rhythmic 
cadence of its glorious prayers sing themselves 
today in the devotions of thousands of Christ
ians outside the Anglican communion . . . 
Nothing has been so potent in establishing the 
claim of the Church of England upon the 
loyalty of its supporters". 9 

JOAN WAKE. 

St. John's in 1661) had written it, but he had also 
heard that Bishop Sanderson was the author. Wheat
ley (Rational Illustration of the Book of Common 
Prayer, 1710) concluded that Sanderson was pro
bably the reviser of Gunning's draft, and this may 
have been true of Reynolds's authorship of the 
General Thanksgiving which has also been attributed 
to Sanderson (See Procter, History of the Book of 
Common Prayer). I am greatly obliged to Dr. E. C. 
Ratcliff, Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, 
for the above information about Gunning's author-
ship.-J.w. ' 

9 Conyers Read, op. cit., p. 53. Apart from the 
authorities mentioned, the writer of this note has 
depended on H . 1. Longden, Northamptonshire and 
Rutland Clergy, the Dictionary of National Biography, 
and R. M. Serjeantson's Histories of the Churches of 
All Saints and St. Giles, Northampton. 

With reference to Colonel Wyndham's article on "The Farming Activities of 
the 3rd Earl .Spencer" (N.P.&P. Vo!. Ill, p. 48), Mr. Harwood Long points 
out that Kirklevington from which Thomas Bates' cattle set out to walk to 
Hull, and thence by sea and canal to Oxford, is actually in the North Riding of 
Yorkshire, and not in Durham, and that Kirklevington is shown by Tuke in 

. 1800 a few miles south of the Yarm. 
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Two LOCAL BIOGRAPHIES 

The Dictionary of National Biography is a great work: one of the last and greatest enterprises 
of late Victorian scholarship. It still comes out every ten years and so is, in a sense, kept up to 
date with its biographies of recent decades. No attempt, however, to revise and reissue the work 
in the light of what has been discovered and written since it was published, has been made. 

There are, of course, inedaquate biographies, and some could usefully be rewritten; there 
are, also, some strange omissions. Also, there are people who have no place in the work, who are 
important figures in local as opposed to national biography. Perhaps it might one day be possible 
to have a local D.N.B. (as it is familiarly known), whereby these omissions could be rectified. It 
is work that might well be undertaken by County Record Societies. 

The two biographies which follow help to illustrate the point. Sir John Robinson is a 
man, who, unaccountably, did not have a place in the D.N.B.; as the only man who combined 
the offices of Lieutenant of the Tower of London and Lord Mayor of London, and a friend of 
Pepys one would have supposed him well qualified for inclusion. From the local point of view, 
too, as he became .associated with Northamptonshire, and founded an important County Family, 
he would be a candidate for inclusion in a Northamptonshire Dictionary. 

Owen Ragsdale is a very different type of man, very much of his century, and, although 
not of Northamptonshire origin, a benefactor of one of our most charming small towns, Rothwell. 
He should certainly have a place in a "County" dictionary of biography. 

His memory, despite his benefactions, has grown so dim that recently a correspondent in 
a Kettering newspaper, asked why one of the streets in Rothwell should bear the extraordinary 
name of "Rags dale Street!". 

It is fortunate that both men's appearances have been preserved for us, one in the fine 
brass on his tomb in Rothwell Church, and the other by the brush of Michael Wright in the 
portrait in the Tower of London. The new "County" dictionary would gain much in value if it 
could be illustrated! 

OWEN RAGSDALE 

ALMOST the only attempt to give a connected account of Owen Ragsdale's career was made by 
F. W. Bull, in 1924, in The Northamptonshire Advertiser. This is based on "The Life of Owen 
Ragsdale, Gentleman, Founder of Jesus Hospital in Rowell, written in Latin by Ferdinando 
Pulton Gent. His Executor, and translated into English by the Reverend Mr. J. Catell, Vicar".! 
This, he says, was printed by Paul Cypher, but luckily a copy of it exists framed in the Warden's 
House at Jesus Hospital, Rothwell, of which Ragsdale was the Founder. This copy is dated 
1797, and bears the names of the then Principal, John Richards, and the Governors of the Hospital, 
Sir John English Dolben of Finedon, Sir Justinian Isham of Lamport and Sir John Palmer of 
East Carlton, all representatives of families long connected with the Hospital. 

The brief "Life" recites that Owen Ragsdale was the son of Henry of "Knyton" in the 
County of Nottingham gentleman and of Elizabeth, his wife. Mr. Bull found the Will of "Henry 
Ragysdale of Kneeton", Notts., dated November 28th, 1558 at York. In the Will, he named his 
wife, Elizabeth, and three sons and five daughters. He also named his brother-in-law, Andrew 
"Hoglethorpe", showing that his wife came from that Yorkshire family: an important connection 
from the point of view of Owen Ragsdale. He also left a bequest to the Church of St. John the 

1 Rev. J oseph Cattell, Vicar of Rothwell 1704-19. 
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Baptist at "Brygforth" to the intent that the priest should say masses for the repose of his soul, 
an orthodox catholic clause which is also worth noting for Owen's history. This Will was proved 
by his widow on April 19th, 1559. 

The "Life" goes on: "When he was but a youth, and being of a very good genius, and 
with respect to his age very well instructed in the rudiments of good literature was chosen scholar 
of Magdalen College in Oxford, by the assistance of his uncle Owen Oglethorpe, who was then 
president of the said college, but afterwards made Bishop of Carlile. There for some time he plied 
his studies to very good purpose, even till he went out batchelor of Arts". This is confirmed by 
Foster's Alumni Oxonienses, which shows that Owen Ragsdale was a chorister of Magdalen College 
in 1551, demy (scholar) 1555-60, and took his B.A. degree in 1560. Owen Oglethorpe, his mother's 
brother, was President of Magdalen from 1535 to 1552, when he was obliged to resign, because 
of his conservative ecclesiastical views. However, Queen Mary on her accession in 1553, re
appointed him, and made him Dean of Windsor, and subsequently (1557) Bishop of Carlisle. He 
was the only one of the Marian Bishops who agreed to crown Queen Elizabeth in 1559, although 
very soon after she deprived him of his see, and he is said to have regretted his part in the coron
ation "when he saw the issue of the matter, and both himself and all the rest of his Sacred Order 
depriv'd, and the Churches holy Laws and Faith, against the condition of her consecration and 
acceptation into that Royal Room, violated; he sore repented him all the days of his life, which 
were for that special cause both short and wearisome afterwards unto him" (A. Wood, Athence 
Oxonienses, Vol. I (1721), p. 694). . 

The "Life" of his nephew records, "the Bishop then dying [31.12.59] the inhabitants of 
Rowel desired him to come to them, there with great pains and happy success he instructed the 
youth in learning and good manners, and, after he had spent some years in teaching school which 
he perform'd with great applause; For the improvement of his own learning he returned again 
to Oxford, and in Lincoln College betook himself to the study of the Civil Law". While in his 
second Oxford career, he inherited an estate in Yorkshire from his uncle, Andrew Oglethorpe, of 
which he then took possession. "Not long after he returned to Rowel, married Mary, daughter of 
Edward Osborne of Kelmarsh Esq a vertuous and frugal woman; and with a wife, god gave him 
plenty of all things. He sold his estate in York'shire, and purchased in Northamptonshire;2 from 
that time he was counted by those among whom he lived a man of great authority and esteem". 

There had been a free school in Rothwell for many years, which had been endowed by 
persons unknown, and which evidently had quite a reputation in Northamptonshire. Euseby Isham 
sent his second son, Robert, there, and the boy went on to become a scholar of Christ's College, 
Cambridge, rector of several Northamptonshire livings, and a Canon of Windsor and Peter
borough.3 This school was dissolved in 1548, but the schoolmaster, Giles Pickering, continued 
to be paid until 1551, when payment ceased, to be resumed in 1559. So it may be assumed that 
it was here that Ragsdale taught school, and it was this institution that he re-founded, as will be 
seen later, in 1582.4 

By his marriage into a family of some local position, Ragsdale strengthened his connection 
with Northamptonshire. The Osbornes of Kelmarsh were connected by · marriage with the 
Saunders of Harrington, the Poultons of Desborough, the Lumleys of Clipston, the Treshams, 
the Spencers and other landed families.s Mary Osborne's first marriage had been to Richard 
Hampden of Rothwell, who recorded a pedigree in the Visitation of 1564. These Hampdens came 
from Oxfordshire, and were of the same family which, in the 17th Century, fathered John 
Hampden, the Parliamentary leader who was killed at the Battle of Chalgrove Field. 

This alliance, and his position as a landed proprietor, no doubt induced Ragsdale to get a 
grant of arms from the Heralds, and he was given a coat of arms by Clarencieux (a pelican argent 
between three fleurs de lys or), and allowed to quarter the arms of Oglethorpe "of which he is 
the heir in right of his mother". 

2 At Orton, and Old, property now part of Jesus 
Hospital Estate. 

3 G. D. Ramsay John Isham's Accounts, Northants. 
Record Society, Vol. XXI, page xi. 

4 Victoria County History, Northamptonshire, Vol. 
11, pp. 230-l. 

5 Visitation of Northamptonshire, 1564 and 1618-19, 
Ed. Metcalfe (1887) p. 39. 
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The "Life" then goes on to relate that he was "constantly employed in managing and 
making up matters of weight and moment", earning "the love and commendation of all ranks and 
sorts of men", but retaining "an humble and a grateful mind towards god; having this expression 
often in his writings and discourse HE THAT IS MIGHTY HATH DONE GREAT 
THINGS FOR ME". The writer further says "He restored the marke~ to Rowel, which had 
failed 'and was lost, and built a Market House at his own expense". This is a puzzling statement, 
as the present Market House bears an inscription to say that it was the work of Sir Thomas 
Tresham, who "erected it as a tribute to his sweet fatherland and county of Northampton, but 
chiefly to this town his near neighbour". It has been generally associated with the agreement 
made between Tresham and William Grumbold "for certain buildings at Rothwell Cross 2 July 
1578". However, the Market House bears the arms of Owen Ragsdale prominently on the right 
hand side of the central aisle on the south front, matched by those of his executor and biographer, 
Ferdinando Poulton, on the other side of the arch. Moreover, Ragsdale lived in the manor-house 
itself, while Tresham was lord of the manor. Tresham may well have wished to acknowledge 
Ragsdale's part in restoring the market by giving his arms the place of honour after his own 
arms. As Mr. Gotch said, "Sir Thomas generally had a good reason for what he did", and he 
notes that the arms in the centre of the projections are treated distinctively. The panels over the 
arches were meant for inscriptions, which they never received, so that Sir Thomas might have 
meant to acknowledge Ragsdale's help more directly.6 

The next statement in the "Life" is less obscure. "He repaired, adorned and endowed 
the Grammar School". This was in 1582, when he re-endowed the Schoo1.7 Finally, "he having 
no children of his own, by his last will adopted the poor for sons and heirs, and ordered an hospital 
to be built for them, and that part' of his wealth which remained he gave to his wife, kindred and 
friends and divers pious uses. He died December 1st A.D. 1591 in ye 55th year of his age". 

Owen Ragsdale's Will is a most interesting document. It was made on November 13th, 
1591.8 It begins with a declaration of faith: "I protest from my harte that renouncing all heresie 
I do firmlye and without all doubte hould and beleive the Christian faithe and every parte and 
poynte the cross as oure mother the holy Catholicke churche instructed by the promised spirit 
of truthe hath taughte and declared yet being right sorye that I have not contynewed a faithfull 
and fruitful member of the same ev.er since my baptisme and in that faithe I most hopefully and 
joyfullye surrender my soule into the mercifull handes of my Almightie God Creator trustinge 
assuredlye by the infinite meritts of his deere sonn Jesus Christe to be made partaker of his 
heavenly kingdom". 

This unequivocal statement requires explanation. In the summer of 1580 the Jesuits 
Parsons and Campion, both of whom ·landed separately in June, began their tour of England. 
This mission "could scarcely have caused more alarm if the two Jesuits had been an invading 
army'? and, considering the short time that Edmund Campion was at liberty (until July, 1581), 
remarkably successful. Naturally, and especially after the passing of the Act making it high 
treason to reconcile anyone to the Church, or to be reconciled, and specifically proscribing the 
Mass,10 the details of Campion's journeys are not clear, although Lord Burghley evidently had a 
fair idea of them, and of the houses visited. However, 'it is known that he visited Northampton
shire, and that his hosts included Sir William Catesby of Ashby St. Legers,. Sir Thomas Tresham 
of Rush ton, and Lord Vaux of Harrowden,ll to which list must probably be added Mr. Edward 
Griffin of Dingley. In view of Ragsdale's declaration, it is probable that he was, like Catesby and 
Tresham, "reconciled" during the Jesuit Mission (both men had conformed up to that time), 

6 J. A. Gotch, The Buildings of Sir Thomas Tresham 
(1883). 

7 Victoria County History, Vol. II, p. 23l. 
8 P.C.C. 4 Harrington. 
9 G. Mattingly, The Defeat of the Spanish Armada 

(1959), p. 71. 

10 The bill was introduced by Sir WaIter Mildmay 
M.P. for Northants, whose arms Tresham placed on 
the Rothwell Market House. (S. D'Ewes, Journal of 
the House of Commons (1708) p. 285). 

11 E. Waugh Edmund Campion, 3rd edn. (1961), 
p. 122. See also, Rev. G. Anstruther, Vaux of 
Harrowden (1953). . 
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but he does not appear to have suffered like the others, perhaps because he had not given open 
expression to his deeper feelings, which he reserved for his Will. 

He directed that he should be buried in the chancel of Rothwell Church: that his land in 
"Ould and Orton" should be dealt with "in such manner as I have already committed to certain 
feoffees to the use of five and twentye poore whereof my Will is that the poore of my kynne shall 
be first in election and my servants next and thirdlye my poore neighbours". This was Jesus 
Hospital which had been established by a deed of 1585, but was not erected until after his death. 
He further conveyed to three trustees, Sir Thomas Tresham, Sir John Spencer, and George 
Poulton Esq. and their heirs, certain cottages "to the use of the Schoole and Scholemaster in 
Rothwell", and a further £20 to "the Ripayre of the said schole". Shortly before his death, on 
May 1st, 1591 (33 Q. Eliz.) he had entered into an agreement with three of Sir Thomas Tresham's 
servants, Thomas Vavasor gent., John Flamstead gent., and Thomas Walker on the one part and 
several of the inhabitants of Rothwell, including John and Thomas Ponder, concerning the 
maintenance of the schoolhouse of Rothwell and for a schoolmaster there. In this "Agreement", 
which was made in the south aisle of Rothwell Church, he promised "to join with the afore
mentioned John and Thomas Ponder in one feoffement to be made by Sir John Spencer, Sir 
Thomas Tresham, Edward Griffin Esq., Edward Saunders Esq., and George Poulton Gent., "as 
well of the schoolhouse and school house yard, reserving the same schoolhouse" as well as three 
houses belonging to him "to the use and maintenance of the said schoolhouse". Ragsdale was to 
nominate the schoolmaster, and after his death, the nomination was to be made by Sir Thomas 
Tresham and his heirs. 

It was to be a free school and none were to pay fees, except "such husbandmen there 
dwelling having any children there going to school", who were to pay 2/- yearly, and any others 
that will give "to the maintenance aforesaid of their own free wills" .12 

It may be remarked that of the trustees named both in the Will, and in the agreement, 
besides Tresham himself, Edward Saunders, Edward Griffin, and George Poulton were recusants, 
and even Sir John Spencer was reported by the Bishop of Peterborough in 1564 to be "a great 
letter [hinderer] of religion" .13 . 

Ragsdale left £10 to the repair of the parish church, which in 1570 was reported as having 
its chancel "in utter ruin and decay". Then followed bequests to relatives, of which the most 
interesting is one to his wife, Mary, of the HLease of the Manner of Rothwell where I now dwell". 
The residue was left to his "sole executor", Ferdinando Poulton of Boreton, Esq., "to ymploye 
and bestowe of marriages of poore Laydes, Releife of widows and orphanes, and repare of high 
wayes and any other charitable acte or actes whatsoever to the honour of God and to the Releife 
of the poore:" Poulton himself was to receive "not above one hundred markes omnibus expensis 
deductis" . 

The Will was proved on January 21st, 1591/2 by Ferdinando Poulton. Poulton has a 
biography in the Dictionary of National Biography, as a legal antiquary, but he deserves a full 
treatment, which was not given him there, and cannot be given here. He was the son of Gyles 
Poulton by his wife, Alice More, of Boreton, Bucks, younger son of another Gyles of Desborough, 
fourth in descent from the John Poulton who acquired his estate there through marrying the 
heiress. Ferdinando matriculated from Christ's College, Cambridge, in 1552, took his B.A. in 
1555/6, and became a fellow of the college in 1556/7. He proceeded to Lincoln's Inn (1559), but 
was not called to the Bar. According to the Dictionary of National Biography, this was on account 
of his being a Roman Catholic. But his son, Thomas, when examined by the authorities of the 
English College in Rome in 1610, stated that his father, Ferdinando, was always a Catholic at 
heart, but did not openly become one until 1597: his mother, Catherine, "legum asperitate 
deterrita, in scismate persistit" (Responsa Scholarum, part one, 1598-1621, Catholic Record Society, 

12 This agreement is at the Northamptonshire 
Record Office, Delapre Abbey, to which it was 
presented by Mr. W. J. Wainewright in 1953. 

13 Anstruther, Vaux of Harrowden, op. cit., p. 79. In 
his list Bishop Scambler included poth Papists and 
Puritans. From what is known of him, Sir John 
Spencer inclined to the latter party. 



TWO LOCAL BIOGRAPHIES 85 

Vol. LIV, (1962), pp. 235-37). It is probable that, like many other students at the Inns of Court, 
Ferdinando was never called, especially as his interests were, as his son pointed out, always 
scholarly: "Pater ab incunabulis semper studiis addictus". Instead, he devoted himself to legal 
antiquarianism, and published four volumes of the Statutes-a most valuable work. One of his 
sons, Thomas, who has already been quoted, was known as Underhill, and was among the Jesuits 
discovered in Lord Shrewsbury's house in Clerkenwell in March 1627/8. 

Ferdinando appears faithfully to have discharged his duties as Owen Ragsdale's executor, 
and obtained Letters Patent from Queen Elizabeth and had drawn up in 1596 the Statutes of the 
Hospital, which he had built three years previously. Nor did he himself forget the Hospital in 
his own Will, which he made on November 13th, 1613:14 He left 20/- "to the poore men re
mayning in Jesus Hospital in Rothwell". Some suspicion of Recusancy must have been attached 
to the foundation for, in 1613, in an agreement for the disarming of recusants, by the High Sheriff, 
Deputy Lieutenants, and Justices of the Peace, among "the houses and persons that we think 
fitte from whome the armes shalbe taken" was included in Rowell Hundred not only "Thomas 
Vavisor of Rushton, gent. and the house of George and John Polton of Desborow [Ferdinando's 
cousins]", but also "The hospitall of Rowell".15 However, the Hospital weathered all storms and 
has endured to the present day.16 

Owen Ragsdale was buried, as he directed, in Rothwell Church in the Saunders chapel 
(now used as a vestry) with a table tomb and a fine brass above it (see illustration, p. 87). This 
shows him kneeling in an attitude of prayer, with his constantly repeated quotation from the 
Magnificat in Latin: this was also the motto used by his Alma Mater, Magdalen College, Oxford. 
The arms shown are those of Ragsdale quartering Oglethorpe. On the tomb itself is a brass plate 
in Latin which reads: "Here lies the upright and pious Owen Ragsdale who founded Jesus 
Hospital. He, having received blessing from God, returned it to His poor. He died on the 1st 
of December, 1591". 

His widow survived him, and her Will (by which she left her property to Edward Hampden, 
son of her first marriage) was proved on May 8th, 1602.17 

The statutes of Jesus Hospital (1596) directed that it should be the duty of the Principal 
to have "special care and regard that the tomb in Rowell Church of Owen Ragsdale Esq ..... and 
that the Epitaphs, Superscriptions, Walls, pavements, and other things thereunto be kept whole, 
safe, bright, and clean". This trust appears to have been faithfully discharged, as will be seen from 
the rubbing of the brass reproduced on p. 87, kindly made for this article by Mr. Brian Austin, 
by permission of the Vi<;:ar, Canon Turner. 

As will be seen, this account of Owen Ragsdale contains many names important for a 
study of Recusant history in Northamptonshire, but there are two names mentioned in the 
"Agreement" of 1591 which have a very different connotation. These are Thomas and John 
Ponder of Rothwell, of a Rothwell family with whom Ragsdale was connected through his wife. 
A descendant of this family, John Ponder, was a Nonconformist mercer of Rothwell in the first 
half of the 17th century. His son Nathaniel was apprenticed to Robert Gibbs a London book
seller on June 2nd, 1656. Nathaniel Ponder himself became a bookseller and publisher in London, 
and is remembered because, in 1677/8, he published the first edition of Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, 
as well as the three subsequent editions. "Ponder found it difficult to keep pace with the ever
increasing demand for the book, and was obliged to get it printed where and how he could, so 
that misprints crept in and were not rectified, while the whole production steadily deteriorated 
with every fresh edition, and surreptitious and unauthorised editions were put on the market by 
unscrupulous publishers" .18 

14 P.C.C. 5 Meade. He died on January 20th, 1617, 
and was buried at Desborough (M.I; Bridges, Vo!. II, 
p.27). 

15 The Montagu Musters Book, Ed. Joan Wake, 
Northants Record Society, Vo!. VII, pp. 224-5. 

16 Extensive restor.ation has recently taken place, 
and the Hospital was re-opened by Countess Spencer 
on April 24th, 1962. 

17 Arch. Northampton. 
18 H. R. Plomer, Dictionary of Printers and Book

sellers, 1668-1725 (1922). 
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A sketch pedigree shows how Owen Ragsdale through his wife became connected with 
the Poultons, Osbornes, and other Northamptonshire families. 

Maurice Osborne = Grace, d. of Edward Saunders Gyles Poulton = Catherine Lovet 

d. 1534 
of Kelmarsh I of Harrington 

d. 1553 
of Desborough I of Astwell 

I Ed~ard = (1) Elizabeth, d. of Dorothy = John Mary = Mlrtin Agts = Miles 
Osborne John Catesby 
d .]1558 of Lubenham 

Henry = Elizabeth 
Ragsdale Oglethorpe, 
of sister of 
Kneeton, Bishop 
Notts., Oglethorpe 
d. 1559 and Andrew 

Oglethorpe 

I 
other 
issue 

I 
Owen (2) 
Ragsdale 
d.s.p. 
1591 

= (2) Beatrix, d. of 
William Muscott 
of Earls Barton 

(by second 
marriage) 

= Mary Osborne = (1) Richard 
will pr. 1602 I Hampden 

of Rothwell 

Edward Hampden 
mentioned in 
his mother's 

will 

l 
Tresham 
of 
Newton 

Tres ams 
of Newton 

I 

Osborne I Poulton Hampden 
of 

Rothwell 
Poultons 

of Desborough 

Anne = Euseby Isham 
I 

Gyles = Alice More 

I 
of Pytchley, 
d. 1546 

Ishams of Pytchley 
I 

of Boreton, 
Bucks. 

and Lamport 
Ferdinando Poulton 

(1534-1618), 
Executor of 

Owen Ragsdale, 
twice married 

(D.N.B.) 

--"--

SIR JOHN ROBINSON, 1ST BARONET 

SIR JOHN ROBINSON, 1st Baronet, (1615-1680) was the first of his family to begin the long 
connection with Northamptonshire, which has lasted until the present day. 

He was born at Long Whatton, Leicestershire, and baptized there on January 10th, 1615. 
His father, William Robinson, was a half-brother of William Laud, the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Their mother, Lucy Webbe, had been the wife successively of two Reading clothiers, Christopher 
Robinson and William Laud. William Robinson was not quite such a distinguished cleric as his 
half-brother, but he was a Prebendary of St. David's, York and Westminster in turn, and, event
ually, Archdeacon of Nottingham (1635), as well as holding the livings of Bingham; Nottingham
shire, and Long Whatton. 

Lucy Webbe's brother Sir William Webbe was Lord Mayor of London, 1591-2. This 
city connection and the traditional trade of clothier no doubt determined the Archdeacon to 
apprentice his third son as a Clothworker. The Records of the Clothworkers Company show 
that he was apprenticed on June 18th, 1630: "John Robinson son of Henry of Long Whatton in 
County of Leicester sacre Theologie Doctoris appr. Henry Browne 18th June 1630. Father held 
bound in £400". He was made free by servitude on August 28th, 1645, and elected to the Livery 
of the Company on October 21st of the same year.! There followed a distinguished career in the 
city. He became an Alderman of Dowgate ward in 1655, Master of the Clothworkers Company 
in 1656, Sheriff of the City of London in 1657, Alderman of Cripplegate ward in 1658, and 
Alderman of Tower ward in 1663 until his death. Archbishop Laud left him £200 in his will, 
with similar bequests to his brothers Henry and Thomas, and £100 to his sisters, Elizabeth ("wife 
of Dr. Baylie") and "Lucie". The Archbishop appointed "Dr. Richard Baylie, President of St. 
John Baptist's Colleg~ in Oxford" as his sole executor, and provided that if Dr. Baylie pre-deceased 
him, "then I make executor of this my will my kinsman, Mr. John Robinson of London, Merchant, 
and give him for his pains £200". In the event, Dr. Baylie, who "suffered much for his loyalty 
to King Charles 12 was in no position to prove the will after th~ Archbishop's execution, although 
he eventually did so after the Restoration of Charles II in 1662.3 So, in 1650, John Robinson as 

1 Information kindly supplied by the Clerk of the 
Clothworkers Company 31.7.62. 

2 A. Wood, Fasti Oxonienses, p. 258. 

3 Laud's Will is printed in Vol. IV of his Works 
(1854), pp. 441-5. 
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BRASS RUBBINGS FROM OWEN RAGSDALE'S TOMB IN ROTHWELL CHURCH 
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SIR JOHN ROBINSON, 1ST BARONET 

From the portrait by J. M. Wright 

(Crown copyright reserved) 
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heir-at-Iaw appeared before the Committee for Compounding, and petitioned to compound for 
such estate of the Archbishop "as he shall discover now or hereafter". This petition was rejected 
on June 21st of that year.4 John Robinson was evidently in close touch with the Archbishop, at 
his life's end, for, in 1663, he wrote to Secretary Bennet to certify that the Revd. Thomas Fletcher 
was a loyal churchman, "and true it is he buried that most reverent prelate [Laud] .... when 
many would not have undertaken it". 5 The House of Commons, however, allowed Robinson to 
compound for the Archbishop's estate "at the rate of one Third Part of the clear value of what 
shall be known by him, or his means, discovered by the Twentieth of October next" (1650).6 
Robinson was to pay £1,000 to the use of the Navy, and to make up the same a full Third Part. 

, It is not easy to say whether John Robinson suffered at all in the Civil War; as a nephew of Arch
bishop Laud, he must have been suspect to the authorities in London. He was summoned before 
the Parliamentary Committee for the Advance of fl?0ney, but in November, 1645, he was ordered 
to be discharged from sequestration, and set at liberty by the Serjeant-at-Arms, "nothing being 
proved against him". 7 

At any rate, his city career and growing prosperity did not suffer. Also, during the Common
wealth period, he began, as did so many country-bred youths, who made money in the city, to 
acquire landed property. In 1651, he began his connection with Northamptonshire, by, according 
to his own account, purchasing timber from the Royalist and Papist Earl of Peterborough at 
Farming Woods, felling and selling it.8 He also bought in 1653 from Calvert Wright, son of the 
Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, the property at Nuneham Courtenay, Oxfordshire, intending, 
as it seems, to make this his principal country residence. Ca1vert Wright was in financial diffi
culties, and Robinson undertook, in addition to the purchase price (£14,600) to clear jt of all 
mortgages and. debts. He maintained this was a bad bargain, as the discharge of these debts came 
to more than the purchase money. 9 

He was, like Alderman Langham of Cottesbrooke, a strong supporter of the Restoration 
of Charles 11, and was appointed one of the Commissioners of the City of London to attend on 
the King at Breda, although he did not actually go overseas, but stayed behind for the security of 
the City.IO He had become Colonel of the Green Regiment of the London Militia in 1659. He 
took a leading part in welcoming General Monk to the City in 1660, and was appointed Lieutenant 
of the Tower of London on June 25th, 1660, when he also was Vice-president of the Royal 
Artillery Company, becoming President in 1661. He was knighted by King Charles on his way 
from Dover to London, at Canterbury on May 26th, 1660, and raised to the dignity of baronet 
by letters patent on June 22nd of that year. He was also M.P. for the City of London in the 
Convention Parliament, which recalled the King. In the Cavalier Parliament, which met in 1661, 
he represented Rye, being recommended by J ames, Duke of York to the seat, which he held until 
1679. His second son, Charles, was baptized in the Tower on AugusJ 4th, 1660, and London was 
startled "by the going off of the guns at the Tower, and by the ringing of the bells" on the occasion 
of the christening. Charles 11 acted as .godfather on this occasion, and presented a christening 
cup and cover, and a needlework cover for his grandson's cot; this latter is still in the possession 
of Sir Frederick Robinson at Cranford, where it hangs in the Entrance Hall. 

In 1662, Robinson became Lord Mayor of London, and during his year as Lord Mayor, 
entertained Charles 11 ,and his Queen, the Queen-mother and the Duke and Duchess of York at 
Clothworkers' Hall, towards the rebuilding of which he was "a worthy benefactor".11 He was the 
only man to hold the offices of Lord Mayor and Lieutenant of the Tower concurrently, no doubt 
because, in the uncertain conditions after the, Restoration, it was felt necessary to combine the 
offices in the person of a man in whom the Crown had complete confidence. Such an eminent 

4 Calendar of the Committee for Compounding, 
p.2380. 

5 Archbishop Laud Commemoration Lectures (1895), 
p.320. 

6 Journals of the House of Commons, Vol. VI, 
pp. 459-60. 

7 Calendar for Committee for advance of money, 
p. 136. It is not certain; though it seems probable, 

that "John Robinson of Vintry Ward" is identical 
with the subject of this article. 

S Calendar for Advance of money, pp. 634-5. There 
was some dispute over this sale. 

9 Victoria County History, Oxon., Vol. V. 
10 Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. Ill, 

No. 1, p. 14. 
11 Edward Hatton, New View of London (1708), 

Vol. ll, p. 599. 
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position, however, was not without its dangers, and The Gazette in 1666 recorded the trial of 
several persons who conspired to kill him and fire the city. 

He continued to build up his position as a landowner, having acquired the manor of 
Grafton Underwood in Northamptonshire in 1652, and in 1674 he obtained a grant for three 
lives of the keepership of the walk of Farming Woods in the baliwick of Brigstock, Rockingham 
Forest from the crown.12 Thus he became a Ranger of the Forest. With this he acquired a house, 
which, though subsequently rebuilt, stood on the site of the present houseP 

To return to Sir John's London career, he remained as Lieutenant of the Tower until 
1679, when a successor, Captain Thomas Cheek, was appointed. This was the year of Titus 
Oates and the "Popish Plot", and it may have been felt that the Tower should not be in the 
hands of someone who had enjoyed the patronage of the Papist Duke of York! It is also clear 
that Sir John was then ailing. He made his Will on November 14th, 1679, and a codicil on Dec
ember 22nd. He must have died soon afterwards, for letters of administration were granted to 
his widow (with the Will annexed) on February 24th, 1680. This widow, Dame Anne Robinson, 
whom he had married in 1654, was a daughter of Sir George Whitmore of Hackney, a rich 
Alderman, who had been imprisoned for his Royalist proclivities in 1642 and 1643. Sir John 
Robinson's Will14 is an interesting document. He directed that he should be buried at Nuneham 
Courtenay near to the body of his eldest son, who had predeceased him. To his widow, Dame 
Anne Robinson, he left a rent charge of £500 and, for her life, his house at Farming Woods. His 
manors and property at Nuneham Courtenay and Grafton Underwood, the "keepersheepe and 
Rangersheepe" in Rockingham Forest, and his London property to trustees "until my eldest son 
John Robinson, or my second son James Robinson was twenty four years old." He directed his 
trustees to build "one neat and convenient Dwelling house .... upon my lands at Nuneham". 
His leases in the Tower Liberty were left to his two sons, and bequests were made to his daughters 
Anne, Sarah and Henrietta. He left the Artillery company of London £100 "when they shall 
begin to build their new armoury", and he left the same sum to Christ's Hospital. There were 
bequests of £5 to the poor of Brigstock, Grafton, and the parish of S. Mary Magdalen, Milk 
Street in London. By a codicil dated December 22nd, 1679, he left £100 to the Clothworkers 
Company "of which I am a member" in addition to the £200 he had already given them. His 
executors were Alderman Sir J oseph Sheldon, nephew of the Archbishop, Sir Thomas Stringer 
and Henry Barker of "Cheeswi6ke".15 The Will was finally proved by Sir John Robinson on 
October 25th, 1683. 

This Sir John, the second baronet, left two daughters and co-heiresses, the younger of 
whom married Riehard Fitzpatrick, a naval officer of distinction, who was created Lord Gowran. 
Grafton Underwood and Farming Woods passed to Lord and Lady Gowran, and Farming Woods 
to their descendants the Earls of Upper Ossory, of whom the last legitimate descendants were 
the Ladies Anne and Gertrude Fitzpatrick, who died in 1841, and were buried at Grafton 
Underwood. 

Both daughters also inherited Nuneham Courtenay, and, presumably, the "neat and 
convenient" house there. The elder daughter, Mary, married the Earl of Wemyss. In 1710, Lord 
Wemyss and Anne Robinson sold the estate to Sir Simon Harcourt, the future Lord Chancellor 
and Viscount Harcourt at what was considered the bargain price of £17,000.16 

12 Victoria County History of Northamptonshire, 
Vol. I!, p. 349. Among the Robinson muniments 
now in the Northamptonshire Record Office, are 
Letters Patent of May 27, 27 Car.I!, being a grant 
of the Office of Master Forrester, and Keeper of 
Farming Woods in the County of Northampton for 
99 years. 

13 J. A. Gotch, Squires Homes, p. 7. Fermyn Woods 
Hall, as it is now known, has, despite much altera
tion, some work of the Elizabethan period. 

14 P.C.C. 28 Bath. Details taken from the original 
Will now in the care of the Northamptonshire Record 
Office. 

15 His daughter Anne had married Scorey Barker, 
and had a marriage portion of £4,000. 

16 A sketch map based on Smith's map of the estate 
made in 1707-which was presented to the Rector of 
Nuneham Courtenay by Lord Harcourt when he 
sold the estate in 1949, and is still in the Rector's 
possession-is reproduced on p. 235 of V.C.H. Oxon, 
Vol. V (1957). The above account is based on the 
information given on p . 241. The Victoria County 
History is in error in stl'!ting that Mary and Anne 
Robinson were the daughters of the first baronet. 
They were, of course, his grand-daughters. 
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On the second Sir John Robinson's death in 1693, the baronetcy passed to the fourth son 
of the Lord Mayor, Sir James Robinson who, in 1699 and 1715, bought the two manors in Cran
ford, near Kettering. According to J. A. Gotch, (Squires Homes) it was this Sir James Robinson 
who, before his death in 1731, built the present simple and dignified house at Cranford, which 
has since remained as the family's seatY 

An inventory of the goods of Sir John Robinson, the first baronet, shows that he was 
worth the large sum of £31,251. 15. 6t. This was taken on February 16th, 1679/80, which narrows 
still further the gap between the making of his Will and his death. IS His funeral was in keeping 
with his position in life; it cost £481. 13. 1., and £60 was paid for embalming the body. 

The character of Sir John Robinson has been variously estimated. It was described to 
Charles 11 in 1672, with those of other members of the Court of Aldermen, as follows: "Sir J. R. 
hath been most industrious in the civill government of the cittie, watchfull to prevent any thing 
that might reflect any prejudice or dishonour upon the King's government, happy in dispatch of 
businesse, to the great contentment of the people."19 Thomas Rugg in his diary calls him "a 
bould, brave, generous person". 20 These estimates are amply justified in the portrait of Sir John 
now at the Tower of London where he is shown with the White Tower in the background, and 
his robes and chain of office as Lord Mayor on the table. The portrait is by Michael Wright 
(1617-?1700) and is a good example of.his style. 

Contrary to what has sometimes been stated, there is no portrait of him at Clothworkers 
Hall, and the portrait at Cranford Hall, traditionally said to be his, shows a dark, bearded man 
of the reign ofJames I, which cannot be right. There is, however, at Cranford, a head and shoulders 
portrait of a man in armour of about 1660 which is probably a portrait of him, which has descended 
in the family. . 

Sir John was unfortunate in that he made an unfavourable impression upon a much more 
famous commentator than Thomas Rugg. Samuel Pepys mentions him several times in his Diary. 
He describes him when Lord Mayor as "a talking, bragging BufHehead, a fellow that would be 
thought to have led all the City in the great business of bringing in the King .... I observe him 
to be as very a coxcomb as I could have thought had been in the City". 21 But Pepys records 
dining with him on March 9th, 1663, and having "a great Lent dinner of fish, little flesh. And 
thence he and I in his coach, against my will (for I am resolved to shun too great fellowship with 
him) to White Hall .... "22 Further, it was Sir John Robinson's little son who led Pepys to one 
of the high places in the Tower to see "the houses at that end of the bridge all on fire, and an 
infinite great fire on this and the other side the end of the bridge". This was the great Fire of 
London, which began, as Robinson told Pepys, in the King's baker's house in Pudding Lane. 
But whatever he may have thought of Sir John himself, Pepys expressed admiration for his table 
and his wife, two provinces of life of which Pepys was a master! Pepys records dining at Sir John's 
on February 28th, 1664-"his ordinary table being very good, and his lady a very high-carriaged 
but comely big woman; I was mightily pleased with her". 

According to the Visitation of Leicestershire, (1619), the Robinson family were descended 
"out of the north", which seems likely. They used a coat of arms of a Robinson family with 
which they do not seem to have been connected. But, at the Restoration, the Garter King of 
Arms granted him a new shield and crest, and, at the same time, in consideration for his services, 
another shield to be borne quarterly with his own, quarterly crenelly gules and or with upon a tower 
argent a Lion of England passant guardant or. These arms are still born by his descendant, Sir 
Frederick Villiers Laud Robinson, the tenth baronet. Sir Frederick has at Cranford the original 
grant of arms by Sir Edward Walker, dated October 20th, 1663. This precious document was 
rescued from a bonfire, and shows signs of its near-escape! . 

1 7 He appears to have entirely remodelled an 
earlier house of Jacobean date. The porticos on both 
fronts were probably added later in the 18th Century. 

18 The early parish registers of Nuneham have been 
lost, so it is not possible to say when he was buried. 

GYLES ISHAM. 

19 The Gentleman's Magazine, November, 1769. 
20 The Diurnal of Thomas Rugg, 1659-61 (Camden 

Soc., 1961). 
21 S. Pepys, Diary, ed. Wheatley, VCl. In, p. 69. 
22 S. Pepys, Diary Vol. V, p. 417. 


	Notes and News 
	A Note on the Book of Common Prayer
	Two Local Biographies: Owen Ragsdale
	Two Local Biographies: Sir John Robinson 1st Baronet



