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DRAYTON HOUSE 

1880-1926 

RECOLLECTIONS OF A GRANDSON 

ANY recollections of Drayton in the bygone age of 1880 to 1920 must of necessity be chiefly of 
its occupants .and visitors, and above all of the House itself, one of the most beautiful in North
amptonshire. "Easy to talk about, almost impossible to describe, .... large as.it is it has the 
indefinable feeling of being dwelt in and loved",! for remember, since 1361, it has never been let 
or sold, and has always been lived in. Here Mrs. Stopford Sackville2 presided over a large family 
of relations, and her son, Mr. Stopford Sackville, outside his enormous commitments as, at 
different times, Conservative Member of Parliament for North Northamptonshire, Chairman of 
the Northamptonshire County Council, Chairman of Quarter Sessions, High Sheriff, Colonel of 
the Northamptonshire Militia, Chairman of the Board of Guardians, and so on, was at home 
par excellence the adored u:ncle,-Uncle Sack, as we used to caU him.3 ,Se;> any account that can 
be remembered of those far-off days may begin with the arrival of a family party at St. Pancras 
Station en route for Kettering and Twywell by the Midland Railway, so as to visit Pridgeon, in 
charge of the ladies' waiting room at St. Pancras; a former nurse to the young ladies of Drayton 
in the 40's and 50's. True, Twywell was nearer to Drayton than Thrapston, but unquestionably 
the journey was sometimes via Kettering and not ,Northampton, in order that dear Pridgeon 
might see some of her young ladies' children. Well then, comes or rather came another consider
ation. Shall we go by the London and North Western Railway to Northampton, and then up 
the Peterborough branch to Thrapston and hire a fly for the three miles to "Gran", or shall we 
go via Kettering and Twywell and be met by the Drayton carriage with only a two mile drive, 
if s9 much? But by whichever way we have travelled, at length the great moment arrives. 

We drive up to the great door, an~ in the hall waiting for us are first I'anson4 the butler, 
then Gran and Aunt Harty,5 and, when not away on County or other business Uncle Sack. 
I'anson shakes hands with us all and we hug him and Aunt Harty and Gran, who says, "Welcome, 
my dear Edward, Augustus" (or any other son in law as the case may be), "and my darling F. or 
G. or B." (also as the case may be)., "Where are the children to be, Mother ?". "Well, I thought 
as the X's are coming tomorrow I would put your noisy brood in the old nurseries, and the X's 
in the new ones". In either case there is joy. The old nurseries are panelled in lovely oak and 
look out to the front, and we can get on the leads .or up to Aunt Harty, and, although we do not 
know it as children, there is a door from the bedroom into the Chapel. Or we may be in the new 
nursery up some steps on top of the dining room or Hall (and we don't know that either), with 
windows looking over the court yard, with the bedroom near the stone staircase, and a bath roo~. 

1 See N. V. Stopford' S~ckville, Dray ton House, 
(1939) p.85, and Country Life. ." 

2 Caroline Harriet Stopford Sackville, daughter of 
the Hon. George Germain and niece of Lord George 
Germain, 1st Viscount Sackville of Drayton who in 
1815 succeeded his cousin as the 5th Duke of Dorset. 
Caroline married in 1837 William Bruce Stopford. 
I~ 1843, on the death of the Duke of Dorset, she 
inherited the Dray ton estate, and in 1870 she and 
her husband assumed the additional name and arms 
of Sackville. He died in 1872, and she on 16 January, 
1908. They had 3 sons and 7 daughters. (Complete 
Peerage and Burke). 

3 His full name was Sackville George Stop ford 
Sackville. It is almost impossible to describe him. 

He was a strikingly handsome man, of medium 
height, but; of erect and dignified bearing. The tribute 
to him during his life by Sir Ryland Adkins, a bitter 
political opponent, (Our County, byW. R. D. Adkins, 
(1893), pp.31-33), and the shorter one in The Times 
by his niece, Miss Sybil Thesiger, a few days after 
he died, really do describe his character fairly and 
without the natural prejudice of another. He died at 
the age of eighty-six in 1926. 

4 I'anson (pronounced "Ionson" with a long I) 
was butler at Drayton for many years. He died aged 
91 in 1909. 

5 Harriet Caroline, Mr~. Sackville's eldest daugh
ter. She never married, lived at Drayton with hex: 
brother after her mother's death and died in 1923. 
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How to go on ! A few of us remember as small children being allowed to come in to dinner, 
and seeing footmen on Sunday night in knee breeches and white stockings,-such an over
powering sight as to make even us dumb. Family prayers were read in the King's Dining Room,6 
the forms being brought in for the servants to sit on, opposite the family all sitting very carefully 
on the lovely chairs ranged alongside the little table with prayer books, from which Gran, or 
Aunt Harty or Uncle Sack read. 

In the summer there was an old pony, Daisy, for us to ride, but somehow riding and 
hunting seldom came our way; shooting-lots of it, and one can suppose that in all probability 
every grandson had his first shooting lesson at Drayton, rabbiting with Roots, that most friendly 
and patient of keepers and teachers. A favourite walk was either to Ladygrove at .the top of the 
park with sometimes a picnic:, and a search in the41elds for mushrooms that' had to be very carefully 
examined by nurses and mothers to see if they were not toadstools, but if passed as genuine, 
cooked for nursery tea-a glorious occasion. Then Christmas holidays toboganning down the 
sJopes in the park and across the private road to Lowick. 

Other pictures come to mind. Being taken to the blast furnaces near Islip (now long 
demolished), to see them run glowing red hot pig iron into the moulds, or a walk to Slipton to 
see the funny little steam engines running along the funny little railway with trucks of iron ore 
to those same furnaces ;-all digging by hand in those early days, one recalls. Obstreperous 
grandsons sent out from the house "to make a garden noise" on the lawn facing Gran and Uncle 
Sack's sitting rooms. Old Brown, the gardener (so far as we were concerned, since the Flood), 
keeping his best fruit for jam; Aunt Harty getting stung by bees; a journey to Northampton to 
see a review of the Northamptonshire Militia, with Uncle Sack as Colonel, and our grandmother 
there in a carriage and pair. Jolly garden parties as we grew older and were invited to stay to 
help with the guests, and through all a devoted and loving grandmother, a spinster aunt, rather 
terrifying to us when small and perhaps rather unkindly laughed at as we grew older, and then 

. finally The Uncle and The House who matched one another so perfectly. Let us try to remember 
some of his rhymes and sayings. 

A nephew runs to him having discovered a valuable book. "Uncle Sack, I've found a book 
worth £100 in the library"! "Ernest, I am not a dealer", and that was that. S.G.S.S. had a good 
knowledge of Politics, Latin, and Heraldry, and when Lord Spencer7 voted for Home Rule the 
following was produ~ed. : 

Spencer to "Dieu defend le droit"8 
Now gladly adds the «Honi Soit",9 10 

And thus for Home Rule votes recorded 
By Asquith is his worth rewarded. 
In truth I wish in safer path, 
That he had rather had the Bath, 
For theirs a Latin motto you know11 

Its "tria (Regna) junct: in uno". 

For concentrated pithiness this would be hard to beat. 

Let us now turn once again to our childish recollections. The housekeeper's room with 
the blunderbusses, the huge kitchen and its spits, the still room, where Lady Beny's12 receipts 
were still made up; then Gran having the receipt book given to her to choose the menus for the 
day and the day after, and a chat about what game was in the larder; Uncle Sack sending game 
to his relations and friends and all the hundred and one little trifles in themselves which made 

6 A beautiful room on the first floor, so called 
since J ames 1's visit to Drayton. 

7 Charles Robert, 6th Earl Spencer, K.G. 
8 The Spencer motto. 
D The motto of the Order of the Garter. 

10 Mr. Sackville, an uncompromising Unionist, 
attributed the honour to Lord Spencer's support of 
Home Rule for Ireland. . 

11 The motto of the Order of the Bath is, in English, 
"Three joined in one", and popping in the "Regna" 
completes a wonderful effect. 

12 Lady Elizabeth Germain (b.1680) was the daugh
ter of the 2nd Earl of Berkeley. She married Sir John 
Germain, owner of Drayton, in 1706, and on his 
death in 1718, succeeded to the property, dying in 
1769. 
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up so much of life for us all. Mr. Bolam13 calling about estate matters and letters to answer, for 
until 1911 there was no telephone. Then visits to Mr. and Mrs. Brewer at the dairy and a glass 
of cream if there was plenty, and Mrs. Brewer telling us she never ate butter as she had too much 
to do with it, and Mr. Brewer taking us to see the bull. Primrose League meetings in marquees 
in a field with a very satisfactory lunch as a start, and, lastly, church at Lowick, on Sunday, and 
in earliest youth, Gran driving down in a carriage and pair' with Christie and a footman on the 
box. (The horses were put up at the Rectory and the two men would come in to church just in 
time and leave shortly before the service ended). Uncle Sack used to read the lessons, having 
walked the mile down to church with brother, sisters, and nephews and nieces. Later on, and 
after the first war he would stop in the village on his way to church to be handed a buttonhole 
by Baldwin (the butler's)14 daughter before the Baldwins came to live in the house. The last 
note about S.G.S.S. shall be that he was offered the Lord Lieutenancy of Northamptonshire not 
long before he died, and refused on the grounds that he was really too old to undertake the duties 
attached thereto. He was greatly touched however by this last recognition of his worth. 

One or two points about Mrs. Stopford Sackville may be of interest. She was born in 
Waterloo year, and the 24 hour year clock in the hall at Drayton was wound up on her birthday. 
The clock is now in the Fitzwilliam Museum at Cambridge. Mrs. Sackville was married on the 
day that Queen Victoria came to the throne, and we were always told that as she came out of 
church her uncle said to l}er: "I'm ashamed, Caroline, at your marrying on the day the King 
died". And lastly, in Diamond Jubilee year (1897) Mrs. Sackville described, to your scribe and 
a cousin of his, Queen Victoria's coronation at which Mrs. Stopford, as she was then, was present 
in the Abbey. 

For the last few years of her life Mrs. SackvilIe's memory went, and every day that he 
was at home her ddest son would disappear after tea to visit her in her own rooms with true 
filial affection. 

On reading through these reminiscences one must make allowance for old age and incorrect 
recollections dimmed by the passage of time, but whatever the imperfections of the writer, of 
the time of which he has been writing, and of those whom he knew and loved there was, indeed 
must have been, a something which is no longer present in 1961. 

F.A.L. 

13 Mr. Bolam was land-agent to the Dray ton estate. last 20 years of Mr. Sackville's life. He retired about 
14 Baldwin was butler at Drayton House during the ten years after Mr. Sackville's death . 

• 

BOOK REVIEW 

VICTORIAN MINIATURE BY OWEN CHADWICK 
(Hodder & ~toughton, 25/-) 

This is a study of a stormy . relationship 
between a Squire and his Parson in the first 
half of Queen Victoria's reign. Dr. Chadwick 
discovered that both Sir John Boileau and his 
vicar, the Rev. William Wayte Andrew of 
Ketteringham, Norfolk kept diaries, which have 
happily survived~ It was, therefore, possible 
for the relationship to be studied from both 

sides, and the result is this entertaining and 
informative book. 

Both Squire and Parson were men ,of strong 
character, and on "Puseyism" their views were -
united. They were both low churchmen, and 
men of education. That did not prevent their 
having a stormy relationship. Mr. Andrew was 
an extreme Evangelical, who thought that the 
Squire by having , a dance for the Staff at the 
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Hall was leading his parishioners to perdition. 
I t is to the credit of Sir John Boileau that, 
although the vicar caused a division in his own 
family by persuading Sir John's daughter not 
to attend the dance, he never failed to attend 
Church, where the sermon· was often directed 
at the Squire's pew. 

As Dr. Chadwick points out, Mr. Andrew 
was in a stronger position than many vicars to 
wage war on the Hall. He was incumbent of 
only one parish: he had been appointed, to the 
living by the Atkyns family, before Sir John 
bought the Hall: there was no vicarage house, 
and the vicar resided outside the Squire's 
property in a house of his own: and "his private 
means, derived from the property in North
amptonshire, were substantial". It is this last 
circumstance, which gives . the book a special 
interest for Northamptonshire readers. William 
Wayte Andrew was the son of another Andrew 
with the same Christian names. The elder 
Andrew was the nephew of Robert Andrew, . 
the Squire of Harleston, and the first cousin of 
the Robert Andrew, High Sheriff in 1809, whose 
father's picture is now at r;>elapre (see p. 67). 
As Dr. Chadwick points out, the elder William 
Wayte Andrew was a disreputable person who 
"ended a prolonged course of speculation, ex
travagance and misplaced trustfulness by. going 
bankrupt". This may well have been the reason 
why Robert Andrew of Harleston left his pro
perty to his brother-in-law Col. Packe, and not 
to his first cousin, the father of the vicar of 
Ketteringham. 

In the Lady-chapel at Brixworth church is a 
tablet to William Wayte Andrew, who died in 
1826, at the age of fifty (his death was caused 
by an accident in a carriage "which he, was 
driving while intoxicated"). However, his elder 
son, and namesake, after a riding accident, 
turned his thoughts to the Ministry, and he 
made friends with the Rev. Thomas J ones, 
Rector of Creaton, who, though discouraging, 
gave him firm support and saw him through 
the shoals of ordination. Dr. Chadwick's 
description of Dr. Bathurst, the Bishop of 
Norwich, and his methods with his clergy, 
makes strange but entertaining reading. 

William Wayte Andrew and his wife (Ell en 
Wickes) are not an endearing couple, but they 
win the grudging respect of the reader, as they 
did of their parishioners. Dr. Chadwick gives 
seven pages to a v~rbatim extract from·Andrew's 
diary. It is a pity that he did not give t:p.e reader 
a similar chance to get to know the Squire, 

Sir John Boileau. One cannot quarrel with the 
narrative form adopted, when it is so adroitly 
handled, but nothing can take the place of the 
actual words of a diary for the revelation of 
character. 

There is one puzzling ~llusion to the North
ampton election of 1826. Andrew, who is said 
to have been ignorant of the difference between 
Whig and Tory, got involved in the rowdyism 
at that election, and was forced tofty from the 
George Hotel into the Church of All Saints, 
where he hid under the organ. But he had first 
heard the speeches . of (presumably) the Tory 
supporters, and was as~ed by Mr. Whiting 
"what do you think of Mr. Whitworth's speech? 
He has been to the University: why don't you 
go?" Dr. Chadwick gives, after the modern 
manner, no references, so one does not know if 
this information comes from Andrew's diary, 
even if he kept one at all at that time, or from 
some other source. Mr. Whiting is presumably, 
the Northampton monumental mason, and 
"Mr. Whitworth" must be the Northampton 
draper and banker of that name, who later 
deserted the Tories for the Whigs, when the 
latter party gained their ascendancy. Whitworth 
was certainly never at a University, nor did he 
send his son, the better known Henry Billington 
Whitworth, to such an institution. Can Whiting 

. have been pulling young Andrew's leg? At all 
events he "decided to be a gentleman, and to 
learn how to speak in publi~ like Mr. Whit
worth", according to Dr. Chadwick, so there 
is irony in the incident. 

One final note on th~ Northamptonshire 
connections of the Rev. W. W. Andrew · may 
not be out of place here. He derived his second 
Christian name from the' Wayte family of 
Brixworth, whose property there descended to 
his father. The Revd. William Wayte Andrew's 
grandmother was the daughter of 'Wayte Carr 
whose mother had been a Wayte of Brixworth, 
a family of some importance there. J runes Wayte 
who was buried in 1692 as "an old man" is 
mentioned several times in Thomas Isham~s 
Journal, 1671-3, and he appears to have kept 
one of the large Inns at Brixworth, as well as 
being a farmer and sportsman. He was hardly 
the sort of al).cestor the Vicar of Ketteringham 
would have liked to own. In a letter, dated 
June 18, 1679, the vicar of Brixworth, the 
Rev. R. R. Richardson· wrote to Sir Thomas 
Isham "James Wayte has given £16 for Sr. 
Rogue: I believe he will hardly make his money 
again' . 
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ANDREW PORTRAITS AT DELAPRE ABBEY 

AT Delapre, in the Students Reading Room, are three pictures by the Birmingham artist, James 
Millar (c. 1755-1805). The first is a Conversation piece of Robert Andrew being charged by a 
stag in Harleston Park. This amusing picture was given to the Northamptonshire Record Society 
by the executors of the late Lt. Colonel F. E. Packe, C.V.o. who died in 1953. Colonel Packe was 
a grandson of an earlier Colonel Henry Packe of the Grenadier Guards who inherited Harleston 
through the female line on the death of the last direct heir-male of the Andrew family, and sold 
it very soon afterwards to the then Earl Spencer. The Robert Andrew depicted with the stag 
was High Sheriff of Northamptonshire in 1777, and died in 1807. He married Frances Thornton 

James M illar Cc. 1755 - 1805) 

ROBERT ANDREW OF HARLESTON, died 1807 



James Millar (c. 1755 - 1805) 

ROBERT ANDREW, ESQ., OF HARLESTON, father of Robert Andrew, who married Miss Packe of Prestwold, wounded a stag in 
Harleston Park and it ran at him and took him up in the manner portrayed. 
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of the Brockhall family. Their son, the last heir-male of the Andrews of Harleston, married 
Frances Packe of the family of the Leicestershire Packes of Prestwold. 

More recently two further Andrew portraits have been hung at Delapre. They were given 
to the Northamptonshire County Council by Mr. R. Fisher of Cossington Hall, Leics.,! whose 
great-great-grandfather, the Revd. John Fisher, married in 1791 Charlotte, the third sister of 
Robert Andrew, who died in 1807. The Council appropriately decided that Delapre was the 
most suitable place to hang the pictures. One shows the same Robert Andrew whose adventure 
with the stag has alr!!ady been described. This is also signed by James MilIar. The other .portrait 
is by an unknown artist, and shows the godfather and cousin of the Robert Andrew who died in 
1807. The earlier Robert was Squire of Harleston, and, at his death in 1739 without issue, he 
bequeathed his estate to his godson. 

, It should be unnecessary to add that the Andrew family were among the oldest and best 
known of the County families of Northamptonshire. In the next issue will appear an article on the 
Andrews of Daventry, one of the branches of this far reaching family, originally; according to 
Baker, of Cumberland origin, but establishing themselves at Charwelton in the 15th Century. 

It may, however, be of interest to give a few details about James Millar, the artist who 
painted two of the portraits at De1apre, which are here reprodll.ced. He lived, as has been said, 
at Birmingham, where he is found occupying a house in Colmore Road in 1777, but by 1780 he 
had moved to the Five Ways: in 1783 he was at 14 Old Square, and in 1795 moved to Hall Street. 
He offered when Christ Church, Birmingham, was about to be built, to paint an altar-piece, value 
£100, but did not live to perform the work. He exhibited in 1771 "A Lady at Confession" at 
the Society of Artists, and six pictures at the R.A. between 1784 and 1790. One of these, a 
portrait of John Freeth, the Birmingham poet (exhibited in 1790 as "Mr. J. Frith") is now in 
the Birmingham Art Gallery, which also possesses three other portraits by Millar.2 That of John 

. Freeth is very poor in quality, and it is possible that it is only a copy of the picture shown at 
the R.A. 

Among other sitters of James Millarwere Joseph Priestley (1789), which portrait is now 
at Manchester College, Oxford, and Mrs. Esther Day (died 1792). This portrait was bought by 
the National Art Collections Fund for £75 in 1959, and presented to the Lichfield Public Library 
and Art Gallery. 

The portrait of Dr. Priestley was given to Manchester College in 1828 by Mrs. Judith 
Mansell, when that institution was still at York. This is evidently the portrait exhibited at the 
R.A. in 1790 (half length). In 1938, Manchester College acquired a posthumous portrait of Mrs. 
Priestley by Millar, which is dated 1797. This had belonged to the Wainewright family, 
descendants of Priestley's daughter, Sarah, who married Robert Wainewright. At the same time, 
the Wainewright portrait of Dr. Priestley, which although labelled "J. Millar 1789", is probably 
an earlier work of Millar (1776 or 7), passed to the Royal Society at Burlington House, where it 
now hangs (head and shoulders). ' 

Another intet;'esting sitter of Millar was the Birmingham printer, John BaskervilIe. This 
portrait is signed and dated 1770; it was formerly in the possession of the Caldicott family of 
Birmingham, who presented it to the Art Gallery. Occasionally, pictures by Millar have appeared 
in the sale-rooms since the last War. A portrait of the artist's wife, signed and dated 1795, was 
sold at Christies on June 16, 1950 (Lot 126). 

A writer in the Birmingham Post (4 March 1939) gave a good account of MilIar's career, 
but concluded "It is strange since MilIar painted much that not a single work can 'be traced _ 
today". This certainly could not be said now, although ~i1lar's work is sti1llittle known. 

1 The death of Mr. Fisher has been reported recently, we regret to add. 
2 Information from Mr. John Woodward, Keeper of the Department of Art at the City Museum and 

Art Gallery, Birmingham, ' quoting Birmingham Art Gallery, Catalogue of Paintings, 1961. 
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There is an amusing picture signed by Millar in the Senior Common Room at Trinity 
College, Oxford.3 This depicts three of the Fellows, George Huddesford,4 John Ffolliott, and 
Joseph Davie, dressed in costume, and showing an episode from "Don Quixote". This has affin
ities with the Stag picture at Delapre, and shows that Millar had a sense of colour and of fun. 
He was not an artist of high accomplishment, but typical of the local painters, who flourished in 
the provinces in the late 18th Century, and who were able to satisfy their clients, who wanted 
honest work, and either lacked the taste or the means (and perhaps both) to employ the fashionable 
London painters. Most of Millar's sitters were middle-class, and Robert Andrew was one of his 
more aristocratic clients. Mi1lar also painted James Luttrell, son of the 1st Earl of Carhampton. 
It is a pity that more of his Conversation pieces have not survived. One cannot help wondering 
what he would have made of an altar-piece! 

3 This portrait was kindly shown to the writer by Mr. Michael Mac1agari, Fellow of Trinity College, 
Oxford. Thanks are also expressed to the Director of the National Portrait Gallery, and for permission to 
inspect photographs at the Gallery; to Miss Margaret Toynbee, and to Mr. Short, the Librarian of the 
Manchester College. 

4 George Huddesford was never a Fellow of Trinity, although his father was President of the College. 
The younger Huddesford was a Fellow of New College in 1771-2, when the picture was no doubt painted 
by MilIar. 

• 

Mr. H. G. Tibbutt of Kempston, Beds., writes to point out that Colonel Okey's appeal to 
Charles II to spare his life with a personal supplication, mentioned in Francis Lane's letter 
(Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vo!. Ill, No. 1, p. 12), is alluded to in the writer's Life of 
Colonel Okey (Beds. Hist. Soc. Publications, XXXV (1955), p. 129). The writer there cites the 
Diary of Henry Townshend (Worc. Hist. Soc. (1920), Vo!. I, p. 39). 

-0-

NASEBY AND COTTESBROOKE 

After the battle of Naseby in June 1645, Charles I with the remains of his army wandered 
about visiting his diminishing strongholds. For a time he went to Newark, which was very strong 
and, in the late autumn, he made a forced march from there to Oxford. According to Walker's 
Historical Discourses (1705) on 4 November he rested "for four hours at a village about eight 
miles from Northampton"; Walker adds in parenthesis "His Majesty being very weary". The 
Iter Carolinum (1660) gives the name as "Codsbury": a note in Macray's edition of Clarendon's 
History says this was Cottesbrooke. Cottesbrooke lies in a secluded valley away from main roads, 
and would have made a good place for the King to rest unmolested by the Roundhead troops in 
the neighbourhood. Also, Cottesbrooke had pelonged si~ce 1639 to Alderman John Langham of 
London, a strong Royalist sympathiser. . 
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THOUGH the Justices of the Peace have not nearly such a long pedigree as the 'Sheriff, they have 
proved themselves one of the most enduring and successful of our English institutions, an 
institution which was in later times transplanted to North America (including Canada), Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa, Southern Rhodesia and Ceylon. 

The powers and duties of the Justices have in course of time been modified. In England, 
for example, their administrative powers were in 1889 transferred to the County Councils, but 
on the judicial side the institution not only persists, but has been injected with fresh vigour by 
recent legislation. It is therefore with the prospect of a long life still ahead of them that the 
County Justices are this year cheerfully celebrating their 600th anniversary. 

The following extracts are from the translation of the Act of 34 Edward III (1361)1, first 
ordaining the appointment of J.P.'s throughout the realm. (The original is in French). 

A STATUTE MADE IN THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE AT WESTMINSTER •.•• 

These be the things which our Lord the King, the Prelates, Lords 
and Commons have ordained in this present Parliament . .. the 
Sunday next before the. Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul . . . 

First, that in every County of England shall be assigned for the Keeping 
of the Peace, one Lord, and with him three or four of the most worthy in the County, 
with some learned in the lq,w, and they shall have power to restrain the offendors, 
rioters, and all other barators, and to pursue, arrest, take and chastise them 
according to their trespass or offence, and cause them to be imprisoned and duly 
punished according to the law and customs of the realm . . . . And to hear and 
determine at the King's suit all manner of felonies and trespasses done in the 
same County . . .. 

And here is the list of the Justices appointed to the first Commission of the Peace for 
Northamptonshire, dated 15th December, 13612:-

Henry Grene 
Robert de Thorpe 
John de Lyouns 
John de Haruwedon [Harrowden] 
Nicholas de Thenford 
Thomas de Preston 

Thomas Wake of Blisworth 
John Knyvet 
Henry, Duke of Lancaster 
Robert de Holand 
John de Verdoun 

From the later Middle Ages the Soke of Peterborough has had a separate Commission of the 
Peace and Custos Rotulorum. 

The accompanying illustration shews the front cover and title-page of the second edition 
of William Lambard's famous treatise: Eirenarcha: of the Offi~e of the Justices of Peace (1592), 

1 Statutes of the R ealm, I, pp. 364-5. 2 Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1361-64, p. 66. 
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Reproduced with permission from a photograph kindly supplied by 
the Pilgrim Society, Plymouth; Mass. 
(Reduced to about t of original size). 

now in the Pilgrim Society's Museum at Plymouth, Massachusetts, U.S.A.3 The arms stamped 
on the cover are those used by William Cecil, the first Lord Burghley, Treasurer to Queen 
Elizabeth 1,4 and by his son and grandson, the 1st and 2nd Earls of Exeter, so the book was no 
doubt once in the library at Burghley House. At some time and by some person unknown it was 
taken to America, presumably for the use of the Justices of the Peace (the "Trial Justices") of 
Plymouth, for it was carefully handed down from one chairman of the Bench to another until 
the Justices were abolished in this century, when Mr. Lord, the last chairman, gave the book 
to the Pilgrjrn Society. The institution of Justices of the Peace was introduced to America by 
the early settlers, and still exists in many states of the Union. 5 ' 

On November 24th, 1961, Earl Spencer, the Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, in his 
capacity as Custos Rotulorum, presided at a private dinner held at St. Andrew's Hospital, 
Northampton, to all the Justices in Northamptonshire. The Lord Chief Justice, Lord Parker of 
Waddington, was the princip~ guest and spoke after dinner. 

3 See N.P.&P., Vol. Il, No. 4, "Traveller's Tale." 

, This stamp is riot recorded in 'Cyril Davenport, 
English Heraldic Book Stamps (1909), in which two 
other examples of Burghley's stamps appear. 

J. w. 

5 The author of this note acknowledges the help 
she received in its compilation ' from Miss Rose 
Briggs, curator of Plymouth Museum, from Mr. John 
Lord, son of the last Chairman of the Plymouth 
Justices, and from Professor Clinton Roward. 
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Vol. IV "Facsimilies of Early 'Charters from Northamptonshire Collections". 
Edited. by F. M.Stenton. £1.10.0, £1.17.6. 

Vol. V "The Earliest Northamptonshire Assize Rolls, A.D. 1202 and 1203". Edited 
by Doris M. Stenton. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. VI "Kettering Vestry Minutes A.D. 1797-1835". Edited by S. A. Peyton. £1.1.0, 
£1.5.0. 

Vol. VII "The Montagu Musters Book, A.D. 1602-1623". Edited by Joan Wake. £1.1.0, 
£1.5.0. 

Vol. IX "Peterborough Local Administration. Guild Charters and Churchwardens' 
Accounts, A.D. 1100-1572". Edited by W. T. Mellows. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. X "Peterborough Local Administration. Feoffees' Accounts, A.D. 1614-
1674". Edited by W. T. Mellows. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. XII "The Last Days of Peterborough Monastery". Edited by W. T. Mellows. 
£1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. XIV "A Descriptive List of the Printed Maps of Northamptonshire, A.D. 1576 
-1900". By Harold Whitaker. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. XV "Sir Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals". Edited by Lewis C. Loyd and 
Doris Mary Stenton. A few copies of this important book are on sale to members 
only, at the special price of £3.3.0. 

Vol. XVI "The Book of William Morton, Almoner of Peterborough Monastery, 
1448-1467". Edited by P. 1. King and C. N. L. Brooke. (This is an Anthony 
Mellows Memorial Volume). £1.1.0, £1.5.0. " 

Vol. XVII "The Correspondence of Bishop Brian Duppa and Sir Justinian Isham, 
1650-1660". Edited by Sir Gyles Isham, Bart., with a preface by Sir George 
Clark. £1.5.0, £1.10.0 . 

. Vol. XVIII "Elizabethan Peterborough. The Dean and Chapter as Lords of the City" 
Edited by W. T. Mellows and Daphne H. Gifford. (This is an Anthony Mellows 
Memorial Volume). £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. XIX "The Wealth of Five Northamptonshire Families, 1540-1640". By Mary 
E. Finch, with an Introduction by Professor H. J. Habakkuk. £1.5.0, £1.10.0. 

Vol. XX "Carte Nativorum. A Peterborough Cartulary of the 14th Century". Edited 
"by Professor C. N. L. Brooke and Professor M. M. Postan. £1.15.0, £2.2.0. 

"NORTHAMPTONSmRE PAST AND PRESENT-VOLUME 11" 
This volume, which contains the six numbers for 1954 to 1959, is in process of being 

indexed and bound. Back numbers of the Journal are obtainable in single copies. 
[See next page. 
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"NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND RUTLAND CLERGY, A.D. 1500-1900", 
with Corrigenda and Addenda to 1930, by Henry Isham Longden. With complete 
Indexes of Persons, Places and Subjects. In Sixteen Volumes bound as Six for 
Fifteen Guineas (£15.~.5.0) the S~t • . 
The value to scholars and students of this work, owi~g to its somewhat misleading title, 

may easily be overlooked, for the great majority of the 14,000 , Clergy whose biographies are 
here given in summary form also held benefices or curacies in other parts of England and Wales 
(every County is represented in the Index) or in Ireland, while others served as ministers or 
·held appointments in Scotland, North America, in .Europe, in Australia, New Zealand, India, 
and in many other parts of the world. 

This unique and important wnrk should undoubtedly be on the shelves of every Reference 
Library in the English-speaking world. . . J . . ' . 

"A work of pietas which wilt' be of inestimable service to ecclesiastical historians". 
. Norman Sykes in: The English Historical Review. 

A sample volume will be sent for inspection on application. 
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