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NOTES AND NEWS 

Fortieth Annual Meeting 
Greetings once again to all our members in 

Northamptonshire, the rest of the British Isles 
and overseas in other parts of the world, and 
a cordial welcome to all those-over a hundred 
in number-who have joined us in 1961. The 
Society, which held " its annual meeting at 
Delapre Abbey on June 3rd, is now very nearly a 
thousand strong and greatly hopes to reach and 
even exceed that figure by the end of this year. 

The lecturer to a very full house at the 
. meeting was Dr. G. D. Ramsay, Fellow of St. 

Edmund's Hall, Oxford, who took for his 
subject the career in the reign of Elizabeth I 
of John Isham of Lamport as a Mercer and 
Merchant Adventurer, whose accounts are 
shortly to be published by our Society. Mr. 
King very kindly arranged an exhibition of 
documents in illustration of the lecture. 

Owing to an accident which has put the 
Society's Honorary Secretary partially out of 
action for several months, the issue of our 
publications will unfortunately be delayed, for 
which she desires the forgiveness of members. 

Autumn Lecture 
The autumn lecture on October 28th was 

given by Mr. R. J. Kitchin, a member of the 
Society, on the interesting topic of heraldry in 
Northamptonshire hatchments, illustrated with 
colour films of great beauty. It may interest 
our readers to know that the last hatchment to 
be erected in this County was that recording 
the heraldic achievements of the late Mr. Ernest 
Brudenell-Bruce, the Squire of Deene, which 
was hung over the front door at Deene Hall 
after his death in 1917 from wounds received " 
in action in France. 

Next Annual Meeting 
Members may like to book the date of the 

next Annual Meeting which will be held at 
Delapre on Saturday, May 26th, 1962, when 
we look forward to hearing Dr. A. L. Rowse, 
Fellow of All Souls, who has promised to speak 
to us on a subject of great local interest. May 
we now remind members that to save the heavy 

additional cost of " postage, notices for the 
Autumn lecture are in general only sent to 
those resident in the County, but notices to 
out-county members wil1.g1adly be sent if they 
will be so good as to intimate their wishes to 
the Hon. Secretary. 

Messrs. Birdsall and Son of Northampton 
Great regret will be felt far beyond the 

confines of Northamptonshire, but particularly 
by those families in the County whose libraries 
for nearly two centuries have gleamed with the 
beautiful work of Messrs. Birdsall and Son, 
at the demise this year of this famous firm of 
bookbinders, who have carried on their craft 
in our County Town with such superlative 
skill for six generations. We send our good 
wishes in their retirement to Mr. Anthony 
Birdsall, and to his colleague for over fifty 
ye~rs, Mr. Christopher Carpenter, both of 
them valued members of our Society. 

Village Historians 
The Annual" Meeting of the Village History 

Committee was held at Delapre Abbey in the 
Society's Library last April and was attended 
by Village History Correspondents from all 
over the County. Thanks to their efforts the 
copying of inscriptions on tombstones and mural 
tablets in village churchyards and churches is 
being organised over a wide area, and some of 
the results have already been deposited in the 
Northamptonshire Record Office. The speaker 
at the above meeting was" Miss Joan Wake; 
who took for her subject the origin and archi
tecture of Northamptonshire village churches, 
illustrated by lantern slides. 

The History of Aynhoe 
Miss Elizabeth Watt of Aynhoe, a member 

of the Society, made the generous offer last 
year of a Fellowship worth £1,000 to be spread 
over two years, for writing the history of this 
village ·near the Oxfordshire border, desiring 
that the scheme should be under the auspices 
of the Record Society, which was readily agreed 
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to. A Committee was appointed and was for
tunate in enlisting the interest of Dr. W. G. 
Hoskins, the great authority on English local 
history, who has agreed to supePfise the work 
of the successful candidate. This is Miss 
Marjorie Kennedy, a graduate of Edinburgh 
University, who has already started work. The 
abundance of records at Delapre, Oxford, and 
London relating to Aynhoe will form the basis 
of her picture of the development of this 
village community over a period of seven 
centuries. . 

The Stable Buildings at Dela,pre Abbey 
From earliest times Northamptonshire has 

been a great hunting county, and this has had 
a considerable influence on our local archi
tecture. Landowners, especially in the 18th 
century, dev:oted much attention to the building 
of their stables of which fine examples remain 
at Burghley (where a large country house was 
bodily removed and re-erected for this purpose 
at the back of Burghley's magnificent mansion), 
at Boughton House, at Althorp, and at Court
eenhall. At Delapre also the stables, built of 
our local ironstone, are a noteworthy example 
of Georgian architecture and an important part 
of the group of buildings subsidiary to the 
Abbey. It is good news that, after negotiations 
lasting for eighteen months, the Local Author
ities have decided, with the help of the Pilgrim 
Trust and a Government grant, to repair and 
preserve the stables with a view to their ultimate 
use as an annexe to the Northamptonshire 
Record Office. 

Records of Urban and Rural 
District Councils 

Curiously enough, though the records of 
most of our statutory authorities are to some 
degree protected by law, those of the Councils 
above-named, which touch so closely the lives 
of the people at so many points, have been 
neglected in this respect. And not only neglected 
but subjected to periodical orders for wholesale 
destruction sent down from the Ministry of 
Local Government. Consequently much valu
able material for English history has disap
peared since these Councils started work in 
1889, as for example records of the evacuation 
from large cities in the last war-perhaps the 
most interesting wide-scale-example of social 
administration ever carried out in this country. 
Furthermore, many of these Councils have 
inherited extremely interesting records from 

the local Boards who preceded them in the 
earlier part of the 19th century_ 

It is therefore excellent news that the North-
,amptonshire Archives Committee has applied 
to the Historical Manuscripts Commission for 
a grant to enable a pilot survey of this class of 
records to be made, on which a sensible scheme 
for both destruction and preservation could be 
based. Only a small proportion of the records 
can of course be kept, but at least the wanton 
destruction of whole classes can be' avoided, 
and something preserved to reflect the ever
fluctuating conditions of the lives of Dick, Tom 
and Harry an4 their wives and children, espec
ially in these days of revolutionary change. 

Cromwell's Head 

Apropos of the note on "Cromwell's Head" 
which appeared in the last issue of N orth
amptonshire Past and Present"p.3, Mrs. Watts
Russell of Biggin Hall writes: "I was very in-' 
terested in your article about Oliver Cromwell's 

head, as the Wilkinsons lived near myoId 
home in Kent and it used sometimes to be a 
Sunday afternoon outing for the less squeamish 
members of a Saturday to Monday party to go 
and see it. I enclose a photograph I took 
many years ago of old Mr. Wilkinson holding 
it .... " 
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THE LATE SIR HILARY JENKINSON 

SIR HILARY JENKINSON, C.B.E., LL.D., F.S.A., who died on March 5th, 1961, was for several years 
Deputy Keeper of the Public Records, and also a member of the Royal Commission on Historical 
Manuscripts. Sir Hilary was a fine scholar, experienced administrator, and forceful personality, 
but this is not the place to chronicle his achievements in his career at the Public Record Office. 

The Editor has, however, a personal reminiscence of co-operation with Sir Hilary in the 
later stages of the war, which, so far as I know, has not been recorded elsewhere, and it may not 
be inappropriate to recall. 

In the later stages of the last war, when the invasion of Germany was imminent, a joint 
Anglo-American Committee was established to deal with the question of the German Archives. 
This was primarily a Services Committee, since the armed forces had an operational interest in 
the records of the German armed forces. Operational requirements were, at that time, regarded 
as paramount. But, in the case of Great Britain, there was an important Act of Parliament to 
consider. This was passed in the second year of Queen Victoria, and it laid down that all archives 
captured by the armed forces of the Crown were subject to the jurisdiction of ~e Master of the 
Rolls. The Editor of this journal was the British Chairman of the Committee, representing the 
War Office. Sir Hilary Jenkinson represented the Master of the Rolls. The American members 
of the Committee were puzzled at what to them appeared a civilian intrusion, and Sir Hilary, 
although a civilian, was a very forceful personality. It was seriously proposed by the Americans 
that the entire German Archives, not required for operational purposes, should be destroyed. 
It was argued that this would effectively destroy the Prussian aggressive State, which had existed 
since the days of Frederick the ,Great. 

This suggestion naturally horrified Sir Hilary J enkinson, who offered the most strenuous 
opposition. He was in a strong position owing to the early Victorian Act of Parliament" but this 
by no means appeared' conclusive to our American allies, or, it may be said, to some of the British 
service representatives. He was, however, supported by your Editor, in his then military capacity, 
and the German Archives were not destroyed, although some of them were removed to the 
D.S.A., where they were photographed, and made available to British historians. 

Incidentally, your Editor recalls Sir Hilary's definition of an Archive: "any document, 
written or printed, acquired by a Govemmep.t department, business firm, or individual in the 
course of business (in its widest sense), and preserved by them for reference". Thus, the Field 
Service Pocket Book is a publication of the War Department, but not an archiv,e. The War Office 
copy, however, would be an archive: it might, for instance, contain: a marginal note by the 
C.I.G.S.! 

It may be that if the British Military Representative had not been a member of the 
Northamptonshire Record Society, Sir Hilary would have been deprived of a useful ally" and 
might p.ot have succeeded in preventing what he rightly called, "a premeditated act of vandalism". 

G.l. 

• 
ARCHIVES & FARMING 

On p. 41 is reproduced Ansdell's "Conversation Piece" of the third Earl Spencer with 
his bailiffs and prize bull. 

John Hall (1783-1869) of Wise ton and Hasley Park is there shown. According to a cutting 
from The Doncaster Gaz ette after: Mr. Hall's death, he "was for many years well known anq 
universally respected, as the land-agent of the Wiseton estates during the lifetime of the Earl 
Spencer . . . . He was perhaps the oldest living member of the Royal Agricultural Society . . . .. 
It was, however, in connection with the establishing and perfecting of the world-famous Wiseton 
herd of shorthorns that he became more generally known to the agricultural world". At his 
death, Lord Spencer left him the Wiseton herd. ' 

Dr. Hubert Hall (1857-1944), Assistant Keeper of the Public Records, was John Hall's 
grandson, his father being Richard Foljambe Hall, the second .son of John Hall. I 

The above -information has been given by Dr. Hubert Halrs widow. 
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THE FARMING ACTIVITIES OF THE THIRD EARL SPENCER 

JOHN CHARLES THIRD EARL SPENCER is principally known to fame as the Lord Althorp who was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and Leader of the House of Commons in the Governme~t of Earl 
Grey which enacted the first Reform Act of 1832. Lord Grey had actually wished Althorp to 
head the government and had been willing to serve un!ier him; but with the complete lack of 
political ambition which was one of his main characteristics he refused the offer and himself 
selected the Chancellorship of the Exchequer. 

Statesmen often affirm that they hold office unwillingly and much prefer private life. 
Such protestations are frequently insincere but there can be no question that in the present 
instance the plea was perfectly genuine and only a strong sense of public duty kept him in office. 
He was essentially a countryman. He once said that his ruling passion was "To see sporting 
dogs hunt". Ernest Myer in his Biography makes the following comment of this trait in Althorp's 
character :-

"He justified what may have seemed an extravagant absorption ' in an amusement by 
turning it to the best account as a means to draw closer all the ties of good fellowship uniting 
various classes of the neighbourhood. Many years afterwards he WQuld say that no other experience 
had taught him more of human nature". He was of course Master of the Pytchley Hounds, from 
1808 to 1818. 

In 1814 h~ married Esther Acklom, heiress to the estate of Wise ton Hall, Nottinghamshire. 
His farming activities date from that event. ' 

Wiseton lies four miles east by south of Bawtry and is situated in about as plain and un
interesting a piece of scenery as can be found anywhere in rural England. The Hall where Lord & 
Lady Althorp lived was pulled down after the last war. It does not seem to have been of any 
particular architectural merit and the present owner of the estate, Major General Sir Robert 
Laycock, decided that it was too large and unwieldy for present day conditions. The Home Farm 
on the other hand has changed little since the eighteenth century. Its western boundary is formed 
by the River Idle, thence the land rises fairly steeply to the Bawtry road which forms the north
eastern boundary except for the Park beyond. The total acreage is just over 230. 

It is remarkable that the farm buildings, extensive as they are in relation to the acreage, 
have hardly ·changed since Lord Althorp took them over in 1814. The cowshed has of course 
been brought up to date in accordance with modern hygienic requirements. When this was done 
the remo,val of some plaster from the end wall revealed a medallion of the Acklom crest which 
remains on the wall to this day. The only major alteration concerns what was formerly a row of 
small loose boxes which had their floors four feet belpw ground level. A calf would be dropped 
in, and, as more and more litter was added, would gradually rise to the surface when it would be 
let out, the manure laboriously scooped out, and the whole process repeated. Clearly such an 
arrangement would be unthinkable today and these loose boxes have been converted into a 
modern piggery. That so little change has been necessary in the farm buildings is a great tribute 
to whoever first designed them. One wishes it was possible to give the credit to Lord Althorp, 
but there is no evidence that he made any changes. Some earlier Acklom was presumably respons
ible. In the middle of the Dairy Paddock is a dairy, now disused, that is somewhat reminiscent of 
Marie Antoinette's model farm at Petit Trianon. 

Such was the setting of the farming activities of the . third Earl Spencer, as Lord Althorp 
became on the death of his father in 1834. Thereafter he also maintained the Althorp Home Farm 
at Brampton. But Wiset.on was still the main activity. It was however only after the death in 
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childbirth of Lady Althorp in 1818, an event from which her husband never fully recovered, that 
his interest in farming became paramount. In his agony of grief he entirely renounced his favourite 
relaxation of fox hunting. For the rest of his life farming took its place. It is even said that while 
he was in office, when his correspondence was brought to him in the morning, he always opened 
the letters from his bailiff before tackling his red boxes. Alas, in all the eighteen boxes of his 
correspondence preserved in the Muniment Room at Althorp, only two or three of these letters 

R ichard A nsdell, R.A . (1815 - 1885) 
A SCENE AT WISE TON, 1843 

From left to right; John Charles, 3rd Earl Spencer with his dog Bruce, his two bailiffs, J . Elliott 
and J. Hall, his champion Shorthorn bull " Firby" led by J. Wagstaffe, beside whom a dog is 
lying on the ground. J. Hall was the grandfather of Dr. Hubert Hall, Assistant Keeper of the 

Public Records. 

from the bailiff survive and none of Spencer's answers to them. If even half of what must have 
been a most voluminous correspondence had been preserved this article could have been much 
more informative and interesting. 

While mixed farming was the practice at Wiseton, with cereal crops grown and cattle, 
sheep and pigs kept, Lord Spencer's fame as an agriculturalist rests on two particular activities; 
as a breeder of Shorthorn cattle and as the founder of the Royal Agricultural Society of England. 
The former occupied him continuously from 1818 till his death; the latter only occupied the last 
few years of his life. It is therefore logical to dispose of the farming activities at Wiseton first and 
to conclude this article with some account of the foundation of the Royal and the first Show 
held at Oxford in 1839. 
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Before we come to the details of farming at Wiseton it will be as well to have in mind a 
background picture of the state of British agriculture in the early part of the eighteenth century. 

For more than a hundred years a steady transition from the mediaeval to the modern 
system of farming had been in progress. The establishment of the turnip as an agricultural crop 
early in the eighteenth century had solved the problem of the winter feeding of livestock. No 
longer was it necessary in the autumn to slaughter all but a skeleton breeding stock and salt 
down the carcases for winter consumption. The introduction of turnips also facilitated the devel
opment of a balanced rotation of crops, enabling the land to produce something annually instead 
of the old mediaeval practice of two crops followed by a year in fallow. Of equal importance was 
the supersession of the old open field system of farming by enclosure, which went on continuously 
throughout the eighteenth century and was not completed until the middle of the nineteenth. 

The development of arable crops inevitably led to the introduction of implements to save 
labour. Jethro Tull was in the f~refront of this movement during the first half of the eighteenth 
century, inventing the first drill for sowing seed in rows instead of broadcast and also producing 
the horse hoe. 

In the case of livestock the advance was equally noticeable. Robert Bakewell of Dishley 
in Leicestershire was the pioneer in this respect. During the second half of the eighteenth century 
he devoted himself, amongst other activities, to the improvement of the breeds of Long Horn 
cattle and Leicestershire sheep. His system was to inbreed so as to fix the qualities which he 
thought desirable.1 

By careful selection he greatly improved his Long Horn cattle for beef, but their milking 
qualities declined. It is for this reason and also because of the dangers inherent in their long 
horns that his efforts were largely wasted as far as Long Horn cattle were concerned, for the 
breed is practically extinct today. A pair of them appeared this year at the Oxfordshire Show as 
an interesting historical exhibit. 

Bakewell's efforts with sheep were more lasting. The Border Leicester, one of the principal 
British breeds today, was founded on Dishley sheep.2 

However, whether or not the progeny resulting from his experiments is prominent in 
British agriculture today, as a first pointer of the way to livestock improvement his claim to fame 
is indisputable. The work of some of his disciples had more lasting results than his own. In 1783 
the brothers Charles and Robert Colling of Ketton and Barmpton, near Darlington, visited 
Dishley and absorbed Bakewell's ideas. They were concerned with the Shorthorn breed of cattle, 
which, while certainly not as pre-eminent as it was in the nineteenth ·century, is still today one 
of the leading British breeds. 

The Collings carried in-breeding to very great lengths. A bull named Comet, bred by 
Charles CoIling was sold in 1810 for the then record price of 1,000 guineas. The breeding of 
Comet may be summarised by pointing out that, while it is normal to have eight great-grand
parents, Comet only had three of whom one was also his great-great-grandfather tw,ice over.3 

We can see from the above description of the state of British agriculture early in the 
nineteenth century that Lord Althorp started farming at a fortunate moment when modem 
methods had been successfully established and when the breed of cattle which was his principal 
interest had been considerably improved by the efforts of the Collings and other breeders. He 
did not fail to make the best use of this latter fact. That no one could have been keener to carry 
on the good work is clearly proved by the fact that in the very full records of the Wiseton Shorthorn 
Herd which are still today preserved at Althorp, every single word is in his own handwriting. The 
records of the Herd are contained in the Cattle Books, while other books have particulars of 
receipts and outgoings and of crops grown, all in his handwriting. If the statement that he always 

1 H. C. Paws on, Robert Bakewell. 
2 Agriculture. James A. S. Watson & James A. More. The Science and Practice of British Farming, p.536. 
3 Fream's Elements of Agriculture, p.512. 
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opened his Bailiff's letters before dealing with his official correspondence is fact and not legend, 
one likes to think that the compilation of these records may often have provided solace after dull 
or acrimonious debates in the House of Commons or the worries of compiling a Budget. 

The principal Cattle Book was started in September 1814. On the flyleaf is a cow gestation 
table. On the next page appears the statement "To pay for interest & keep at 2/- per head each 
during the year 1830 will require £866 . 17 . 8d. 

Interest on loss by keep - Interest on gain by purchase & sale 
£123. 5 8 

Keep for year of 143 head 743 12. 0 

£866 17 8 " 

There is a similar calculation for 1829. On the following page is an "Account of money 
received & paid for Cattle and received for bull letting" . 

There follows the complete list of all cattle both bred and ' bought arranged under the 
following headed columns: 
No. Name Descripti?n Sire Dam How acquired Calved How disposed of 

From this it is easy to follow the breeding careers of cows. Having found the first calf 
born to a cow by starting to look again nine months further on one quickly picks up the next 
and so on. 

The second Cattle Book, bound in white parchment has the following statement on the 
flyleaf: 

October 19th, 1834. 
" I find that out of 252 calves bred from Alloy cows 138 were breeding heifers. But that 

out of 224 calves from cows not having my Alloy 101 were breeding heifers. It seems therefore 
that it is worth rather more than 6 to 5 in favour of a bull calf from a cow not having Alloy but 
23 to 19 in favour of a heifer from a cow having Alloy". 

At the end of the book is a "Table to show the diminution of Alloy by each crop". 

It starts Crop 1, .5 . 

It ends, dividing by 2 each time, Crop 25, . 
. 0000000297925567626953125. 

Seldom can a decimal have been carried to 25 places. One wondered what this Alloy could 
have been. The statement "Not having my Alloy" seemed to indicate that it was something admin
istered to the cows" Much time and effort was wasted following this trail which was completely 
false. The Table of Diminution should have given one the right idea. The solution was all the time 
ready to hand if one had thought of looking in The History of Shorthorn Cattle by James Sinc1air. 
I owe an acknowledgement to Professor Cyril Tyler of Reading University for putting me on 
the right track. In 1795 Charles CoIling, whom we have already· met, brought an admixture of 
red polled Galloway blood into his herd. The bull employed for this purpose was only one quarter 
Galloway,4 so it was but a small impregnation of alien blood. The results of this cross Colling 
called his "Alloy Line". This line seems to have been introduced into the Wiseton Herd before 
Lord Althorp took it over. Lady Althorp had a dark red and white cow called Compensation 
calved on March 5th, 1817, which had Alloy to the extent of .00390625, in other words she was 
eight generations removed from CoIling's original introduction of Qalloway blood. Compensation 

4 Robert Trow-Smith, A History of British Livestock Husbandry 1700-1900, pp.238 & 239. 
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lived for 21 years, dying on November 30th, 1838. She gave birth to 16 calves so she did not do 
badly though none of her offspring seem to have been outstanding. 

There is a third Cattle Book but its purpose is not clear. Cows are arranged alphabetically, 
though there are many excepti·ons to this and one gets the impression that it must have been 
rather intermittently and not 'very thoroughly kept up. 

We now come to the event which was to put the Wiseton Herd into the forefront of the 
Shorthorn breed. On September 29th, 1818 a sale of Robert CoIling's Shorthorns was held and 
at it Lord Althorp bought a bull and three cows. 

The bull was Regent, calved in 1815, for which he paid 145 guineas. Regent did good 
work for the Wiseton Herd until he was sold to the butcher for £11 on June 27th, 1824. 

The three cows were : 
(1) Diana, calved 1808, by Favorite, her dam Wildair by Favorite. (A typical 

example of the in-breeding policy). She cost 73 guineas. 
(2) Rosette, calved 1814, by Wellington, dam Red Rose by Favorite. She cost 

300 guineas. 
(3) 'Nonpareil, calved 1813, by Wellington, her dam Juno being Diana's sister. 

She cost 370 guineas. " 

It is worth' noting the complete results of this 'Colling sale: 
34 ~ows sold for - 4,141 guineas 
17 heifers sold for - 1,287 " 
6 bulls sold for - 1,343 " 
4 bull calves sold for - 713 " 

61 head of cattle sold for 7,484 guineas 

These were of course immense prices for those days. It will be noted that the 34 cows 
averaged about 120 guineas so Rosette and Nonpareil must have been two of the most expensive 
in the sale. 

It is not desirable to overload this article with statistics, but the following figures piainly 
illustrate the fact that in breeding livestock it pays to buy the best. Between 1814 and 1817 Lord 
Althorp spent £632 . 19 . 0 on the purchase of cattle and received £167 . 5 . 0 from sales. In 
1818 he spent £1,044 . 16 . 6 and received £325 . 6 . 2d. Thereafter up to 1835 when the state
ment in the Cattle Book from which these figures are taken came to an end, receipts invariably 
exceeded expenditure except in 1829 when he spent £998 . 14 . 0 and received £688 . 1 . Od. His 
best year was in 1835 when he spent £33 . 10.0 and received £1,031 .3. 6d. 

The reason for the large expenditure in 1829 was that, much as his purchases at the 
CoIling sale had done for his Shorthorns, Lord Althorp aimed at still further improvements bY' 
judicious purchases. Mr. Christopher Mason of Chilton in Durham was one of the leading 
Shorthorn breeders of that day. His herd was largely founded on Colling blood. At his final sale 
on August 31st, 1829 Althorp bought two bulls, Mercury for 120 guineas and Windsor for 42 
guineas, also no less than 16 cows, the most expensive costing 145 guineas and the cheapest 19. 

Lord Althorp also made some use of another well known Shorthorn Herd belonging to 
Thomas Bates, another north country breeder, from whom in November 1820 he hired the bull 
His Grace also bred according to the system of in-breeding fashionable at the time. The bull 
Ketton was the sire of both His Grace's parents and went back to Mr. Colling's bull Favorit~ 
referred to above. 

As a further example of the amount of detail into which Lord Althorp went one item 
from the book in which he kept the measurements and weights of cattle will suffice. On May 
24th, 1830 the cow Bullrush gave birth to a red and white calf by the bull Frisby. The calf was 
castrated and the following table is copied straight out of the book. 
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Nov. 1 1832 4.8 by 6.11 93.5 
Dec. 8 1831 4.9 by 7.4 107.2 
April 8 1833 5.0 by 7.7 121.0 
July 31 1833 5.4 by 8.1 146.2 
Nov. 1 1833 5.8 by 8.6 171.7 
Dec. 24 1833 5.8 by 8.8 178.5 
Mar. 31 1834 5.9 by 9.0 195.4 
Aug. 2 1834 ' 6.3 by 9.4 228.5 
Nov. 3 1834 6.4 by 9.9 252.6 
Dec. 2 1834 6.4 by 9.9t 255.0 

"This ox won the 1st Prize in Class 2 & the Gold Medal as the best beast shown in any of the 
Classes at Smithfield in 1834. He was sold to Mr. Strahan for £75. He weighed 236 stone with 
22 stone of fat". This was merely one of many successes at Smithfield. 

As regards the other farming activities at Wiseton a few examples taken at random will 
suffice. In those days of course the yields from arable crops were much lower than they are today. 
In one of the Wiseton account books we learn that in 1828 fifteen acres of wheat produced 27 qr. 
4 bushels, or roughly 1 qr. 6 bushels per acre. Fifty-nine acres of barley produced 144 qr. 6 bushels, 
or nearly 2t qrs. to the acre. Seven acres of oats produced 27 qr. 5 bushels or just over 3 qrs. 
5 bushels per acre. 

When we remember that Lord Althorp was for a time Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
quite a successful one at that, it is curious to note what a very elementary idea he had of account
ancy. Below is reproduced a statement of farm receipts and expenditure for 1825. It will be noted 
that receipts exceeded expenditure by £300 . 12 . 2 and he claims this as the farm profit for the 
year. But of course this statement is in no sense a profit and loss account; it is simply a cash 
account. There is nothing to tell us whether the farm owed ap.y debts at the end of the year nor 
whether anyone owed it anything. There are no opening and closing valuations and for all we can 
tell the stock may have been worth more or less at the end of the year than it was at the beginning. 
In some years he did include rough opening and closing valuations, but they were very rough 
and ready. It is generally assumed that he ran the Wiseton farm at a loss, but there is really in
sufficient evidence to prove this one way or the other. However, farming was his hobby and 
relaxation and he did riot have to satisfy an Inspector of Taxes, so why should he bother to be 
punctilious over figures. 

Cattle 
Sheep 
Pigs 
Poultry & dairy 
Wheat .. . 
Barley .. . 

RECEIPTS 

J oisting horses & cows 
Manure for garden ... . 

Profit 

£777 0 
178 10 
35 8 

129 16 
289 7 
276 14 
47 0 
15 0 

1748 15 
1448 3 

300 12 

1825 
PAYMENTS 

0 Interest on Capital 
0 Rent 
0 Tithes 
8 Parish rates 
0 Cattle 
0 Hire of bull 
0 Hire oftups 
0 Seeds 

Labour ... 
8 Carpenter 
6 Blacksmith 

Oilcake & meal 
2 J oisting cattle ... 

Straw & stubble 
Sundries ... 

£ 55 0 0 
440 0 0 
100 0 0 
44 0 0 
97 10 0 
42 0 0 
10 10 0 
23 12 0 

386 15 0 
26 0 0 
30 10 0 
83 10 6 
9 10 0 

53 17 0 
45 9 0 

1448 3 6 

It is interesting to note that in 1825 rent was more expensive than labour. But of course 
in this case rent was merely a book entry as the farm belonged to him. 
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In addition to the Shorthorn cattle he kept a flock of about 150 ewes, 9 working horses 
and 3 brood mares and a few pigs. 

From the farm at Wiseton we now turn to the other agricultural activities of the subJect 
of this article. 

In 1821, while trade had revived, and all manufacturing districts were prosperous, agri
culture was in a state of deep depression, the price of corn having fallen throughout Europe to 
below the cost of production. The Government appointed a Committee to consider the question, 
and Althorp was appointed to sit on it. During the proceedings of the Committee there was 
constant controversy on all important points between the Protectionists on one hand, and the 
Moderate Party on the other. The latt~r faction was led by Mr. Huskisson, Mr. Ricardo and 
Mr. Wolryche Whitmore, who were practical agriculturalists, but it was impossible for them to 
reach agreement with the Protectionists, who at length boycotted the Committee, thinking that 
they would prevent it from presenting a Report. In this,however, they were mistaken, since 
Mr. Huskisson was authorised by the Committee to issue the Report which he himself had 
written. Althorp was the only member representing an Agricultural Constituency who voted for 
this Report. The following quotation from it, which appears on pages 202 and 203 of Le Marchant's 
Biography, 'and is worth reproducing here, provides an insight into Althorp's views on agriculture. 

"Your Committee may entertain ' a doubt Ca doubt, however, which they wish to state with that 
diffidence which a subject so extensive naturally imposes on their judgement), whether the only solid . 
foundation of the flourishing state of agriculture is not laid in abstaining, as much as possible from inter
ference, either by protection or prohibition, with the application of capital in any branch of industry? 
Whether all fears for the decline of agriculture, either from temporary vicissitudes, to which all specu
lations are liable" or from the extension of other pursuits of general industry, are not in a grave degree 
imaginary? Whether commerce can expand, manufacture thrive, and great public works be undertaken, 
without furnishing to the skill and labour which the capital thus employed puts in motion, increased 
means of paying for the production of the land? Whether the principal part of those productions which 
contribute to the gratification of the wants and desires of the different classes of the community must 
not necessarily be drawn from our own soil, the demand increasing with the population, as the population 
must increase with the riches of the country? Whether a great part of the same capital which is employed 
in supporting the industry connected with manufactures, commerce, and public works, does not, passing 
by a very rapid course into the hands of the occupier of the soil, serve also as a capital for the encourage
ment of agriculture? Whether in our own country in former times, and in other naturally fertile countries 
up to the present time, agriculture has not languished from the want of such a stimulus? And whether 
in those countries the proprietors of the land are not themselves poor, and the people wretched, in 
proportion as from want of capital their labour is more exclusively confined to raising from their own 
soil the means of their own scanty subsistence ?" , 

One feels that, in the light of the econo~ic conditions of the eighteen twenties the 
Committee was probably right. 

The dispute was renewed with increased violence when Parliament reassembled. Succeed
ing Protectionist Members repudiated the Report of the Committee, and, in order to appease 
them, it was revived with full powers to make a fresh Report. Mr. Huskisson' declined to act on 
it any more, and was replaced by Lord Castlereagh. No further evidence was taken, and six 
weeks were spent in compiling a Report, the proceedings being marked by much ill feeling. With 
great tact, Castlereagh maintained order, and manfully stood by the original Report, thereby 
eventually succeeding in achieving a compromise by which it was recommended that a loan be 
granted to the distressed districts and the importation of corn should be prohibited when prices 
were under 70/- a quarter, with a graded duty of 10/- to 15/- a quarter until the price rose to 
80/-. Althorp had little to do with the sec?nd Report. 

On 23rd March, 1821, he was elected to the Board of Agriculture, which must not be 
confounded with the Government Department established under the same name later on in the 
century, and which has now grown into the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. The 
Board was founded in 1793 at the instigation of Arthur Young, who did so much towards the 
improvement of Agriculture in the latter days of tl1e eighteenth and the opening of the nineteenth 
centuries. It was a purely advisory body, with no executive powers. Interest in the Board evap
orated with Young's death. The minutes of the Meetings, today preserved in the Library of the 
Royal Agricultural Society, make dismal reading. Frequently a Meeting had to be adjourned for 
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lack of a quorum. It is clear that, in spite of his great interest in agriculture, Althorp thought 
little of the Board, since he only attended one Meeting on 13th February, 1822. The Board was 
dissolved on 25th June in that year. One cannot help feeling, in view of the depressed state of 
agriculture at the time, that the Board was allowed to collapse just at the time when it ought to 
have been strongly invigorated. The task performed by the Committee mentioned above might 
well have been performed by it if it had been a live and efficient body. 

However it is as founder of the Royal Agricultural Society of England that he is best 
known as an agriculturalist. He had for long been an active member of the Smithfield Club being 
President in 1825 when he rescued it from a financial crisis by his wise administration. He also 
played a leading part in the formation of the Yorkshire Agricultural Society. 

At the annual dinner of the Smithfield Club held in London at the Freemasons' Tavern 
in December 1837 Lord Spencer, as he had become on the death of his father in 1834, suggested 
the formation of a society entirely devoted to agricultural purposes and entirely free from politics. 
It was in the course of this speech that he first used the phrase "practice with science" which 
was subsequently adopted as the motto of the Society and remains so to this day.5 

To ensure against the intrusion of party politics into the discussions which were to be the 
prelude to the formation of the Society, Lord Spencer, himself a Whig, secured the services of 
the Duke of Richmond, a Tory, as his principal collaborator. That this insistence on keeping the 
Society non-political was wise was quickly proved at the inaugural meeting held on May 9th, 
1838 with Lord Spencer in the Chair when the resolution for the formation of the Society was 
moved by the Duke of Richmond and seconded by Mr. Henry Handley, M.P. for Lincolnshire. 
There were present some who were determined not to give the resolution an easy passage. This 
opposition was precisely similar to that which Spencer had encountered in the Committee of 
1821 referred to above. It was based on a resolution passed the previous -day at a meeting of 
farmers held in London which declared that the proposed Society was "delusive in principle, 
having a tendency to mislead the farmers of England and betray the interests of English agriculture, 
in so far as the principle of legislative protection to agriculture is disavowed in the fundamental 
resolutions". After listening to lengthy speeches from two sponsors of this resolution, Spencer 
adroitly ruled them out of order because the advertisement of the meeting had summoned to it 
persons in favour of forming a non-political society. The opposition then withdrew and set about 
forming a rival society which had no success and only a short life. 

One feels that throughout the planning for the formation of the Society and preparations 
for the first Show held at Oxford in 1839 there must have been considerable correspondence 
between the two leading protagonists Lord Spencer and the Duke of Richmond. How interesting 

- and informative it would be to anyone engaged on this study. Unfortunately none of it has been 
preserved either at Althorp or Goodwood or in the archives of the Society itself. 

On June 26th the Committee decided that the first Show should be held at Oxford on 
July 17th, 1839 and nominated fifty people to form a Committee of Management. This Com
mittee at its first meeting arranged for liaison between-it and The Royal Asiatic Society. One 
wonders why. Surely more reasonable was the decision arrived at at the third meeting to have a 
similar arrangement with the Horticultural Society, The Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge, The Society of Arts and the Highland Agricultural Society. 

At the first General Meeting of the Society held on June 27th it was announced that the 
Governers and Members already totalled 466 and £2,500 had been subscribed. It was decided 
to offer prizes for essays and a list of eighteen suitable subjects was published. At the next General 
Meeting held in December the Journal of the Society was born. 

The Show was held "in Mr. Pinfold's pasture ground, Holywell" where Mansfield College. 
now stands. It occupied seven acres, or about one twentieth of the area it covers today. In 1839 
there was no railway to Oxford and the difficulty of getting the stock to the Show Ground was 
clearly very great. The journey of 4 Shorthorns belonging to Thomas Bates, a leading breeder 

5 This account is based on Professor J. A. Scott-Watson The Ht"story of the Royal Agrt"cultural Soct"ety of 
England 1839-1939 and original material preserved in the Library of the Royal Agricultural Society. 
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of these cattle, from his farm at Kirklevington in Durham is worth noting. They waiked to Hull, 
thence by boat to London. Here they were transhipped to a barge which took them by canal to 
Aylesbury where they spent one night; the following day they walked 10 miles to Thame and 
next day the final 13 miles to Oxford. 

On Tuesday, July 16th implement trials were held, the stock Were judged and the prize 
essays were read. They were Colonel Coote's on the qualities ofwheats; Mr. H. Handley's (M.P.) 
on the comparative value of wheel and swing ploughs; Richard Hopper's on draining of turnips. 
Two other essays were also read, Mr. Childer's on shed feeding and Lord Spencer's on the 
gestation of cows. That night a dinner was held at the Star Hotel. 

The following day 5,000 tickets of admission were sold for 2/6 by 10 a.m. After 1 p.m. 
the price came down to 1/- and 12,000 were sold when the supply ran out. Some members of the 
Committee were then deputed to take money at the gates and altogether more than 20,000 people 
entered the Show Ground, the total "gate" being £1,189. 

There were eleven classes for cattle, sheep and pigs-today there are 479 ; could the 
promoters ever have dreamed of such a growth? 

Class I. Shorthorns. Prize for best bull 

. Herefords. 
Devons. 

" " "cow 
" " "heifer 

. " " "bull calf 
Similar prizes. 

Cattle of any other breed or cross. 
Best cow in milk. ' 
Oxen. 
Cart horses. 

£30 
£20 
£10 
£10. 

Class II. 
Class Ill. 
Class IV. 
Class V. 
Class VI. 
Class VII. 
Class VIII. Leicester sheep. In this class Lord Spencer showed a ram and pen of 5 ewes . 

with their lambs, but did not win the prize of £30. 
Class IX. Southdown or other short-woolled sheep. 
Class X. Long-woolled sheep. 
Class XI. Pigs. 
It is worth noting that, while there was only one prize for each class as opposed to 6 or 

more today, the prize of £30 was higher than 1st prizes today and of course the value of money 
was very much greater. 

As side shows there were an American ox weighing 4,000 lbs. and the largest horse in the 
world. To summarise the result, there were 249 stock entries and 23 implement entries. Expend
iture came to £2,688 and receipts to £2,394, leaving a deficit of £294. 

While clearly the Show was a success, one feels that the high light of the whole event 
must have been the dinner held on the evening of July 17th. Those who know Oxford will know 
the large quadrangle of Queen's College which faces the High Street. The whole of this very 
large area was roofed over at a cost of £800 and seating provided for 2,500 persons. A tremendous 
struggle took place to get entry to the dinner and was continued for an hour. Eventually 2,450 
people sat down. The guest of the evening was Daniel Webster, an American statesman and 
orator, who paid a high tribute to British agriculture and the value of the British example to the 
rest of the world. Needless to say Lord Spencer and the Duke of Richmond also spoke and 
verbatim reports of their speeches may be read to this day in the columns of J ackson's Oxford 
Journal, the local paper of the day. A complete file of the issues of this paper is kept in the Oxford
shire County Record Office. The issue of July 20th contains a two page supplement giving a full 
account of the whole enterprise. On July 18th a sale of stock was held and the fragments of the 
dinner were distributed to the poor and needy. 

One last thought remains when one ponders on John Charles Earl Spencer's intense 
interest in agriculture. Was it a throw back to the interests of his ancestors of 250 years before? 
The first foundations of the Spencer wealth were laid by sheep farming in Tudor and Jacobean 
Times when England was the leading producer of wool in the wO,rld. 

I HUMPHREY WYNDHAM. 
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