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NOTES AND NEWS 

Fortieth Annual Meeting 
Greetings once again to all our members in 

Northamptonshire, the rest of the British Isles 
and overseas in other parts of the world, and 
a cordial welcome to all those-over a hundred 
in number-who have joined us in 1961. The 
Society, which held " its annual meeting at 
Delapre Abbey on June 3rd, is now very nearly a 
thousand strong and greatly hopes to reach and 
even exceed that figure by the end of this year. 

The lecturer to a very full house at the 
. meeting was Dr. G. D. Ramsay, Fellow of St. 

Edmund's Hall, Oxford, who took for his 
subject the career in the reign of Elizabeth I 
of John Isham of Lamport as a Mercer and 
Merchant Adventurer, whose accounts are 
shortly to be published by our Society. Mr. 
King very kindly arranged an exhibition of 
documents in illustration of the lecture. 

Owing to an accident which has put the 
Society's Honorary Secretary partially out of 
action for several months, the issue of our 
publications will unfortunately be delayed, for 
which she desires the forgiveness of members. 

Autumn Lecture 
The autumn lecture on October 28th was 

given by Mr. R. J. Kitchin, a member of the 
Society, on the interesting topic of heraldry in 
Northamptonshire hatchments, illustrated with 
colour films of great beauty. It may interest 
our readers to know that the last hatchment to 
be erected in this County was that recording 
the heraldic achievements of the late Mr. Ernest 
Brudenell-Bruce, the Squire of Deene, which 
was hung over the front door at Deene Hall 
after his death in 1917 from wounds received " 
in action in France. 

Next Annual Meeting 
Members may like to book the date of the 

next Annual Meeting which will be held at 
Delapre on Saturday, May 26th, 1962, when 
we look forward to hearing Dr. A. L. Rowse, 
Fellow of All Souls, who has promised to speak 
to us on a subject of great local interest. May 
we now remind members that to save the heavy 

additional cost of " postage, notices for the 
Autumn lecture are in general only sent to 
those resident in the County, but notices to 
out-county members wil1.g1adly be sent if they 
will be so good as to intimate their wishes to 
the Hon. Secretary. 

Messrs. Birdsall and Son of Northampton 
Great regret will be felt far beyond the 

confines of Northamptonshire, but particularly 
by those families in the County whose libraries 
for nearly two centuries have gleamed with the 
beautiful work of Messrs. Birdsall and Son, 
at the demise this year of this famous firm of 
bookbinders, who have carried on their craft 
in our County Town with such superlative 
skill for six generations. We send our good 
wishes in their retirement to Mr. Anthony 
Birdsall, and to his colleague for over fifty 
ye~rs, Mr. Christopher Carpenter, both of 
them valued members of our Society. 

Village Historians 
The Annual" Meeting of the Village History 

Committee was held at Delapre Abbey in the 
Society's Library last April and was attended 
by Village History Correspondents from all 
over the County. Thanks to their efforts the 
copying of inscriptions on tombstones and mural 
tablets in village churchyards and churches is 
being organised over a wide area, and some of 
the results have already been deposited in the 
Northamptonshire Record Office. The speaker 
at the above meeting was" Miss Joan Wake; 
who took for her subject the origin and archi
tecture of Northamptonshire village churches, 
illustrated by lantern slides. 

The History of Aynhoe 
Miss Elizabeth Watt of Aynhoe, a member 

of the Society, made the generous offer last 
year of a Fellowship worth £1,000 to be spread 
over two years, for writing the history of this 
village ·near the Oxfordshire border, desiring 
that the scheme should be under the auspices 
of the Record Society, which was readily agreed 
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to. A Committee was appointed and was for
tunate in enlisting the interest of Dr. W. G. 
Hoskins, the great authority on English local 
history, who has agreed to supePfise the work 
of the successful candidate. This is Miss 
Marjorie Kennedy, a graduate of Edinburgh 
University, who has already started work. The 
abundance of records at Delapre, Oxford, and 
London relating to Aynhoe will form the basis 
of her picture of the development of this 
village community over a period of seven 
centuries. . 

The Stable Buildings at Dela,pre Abbey 
From earliest times Northamptonshire has 

been a great hunting county, and this has had 
a considerable influence on our local archi
tecture. Landowners, especially in the 18th 
century, dev:oted much attention to the building 
of their stables of which fine examples remain 
at Burghley (where a large country house was 
bodily removed and re-erected for this purpose 
at the back of Burghley's magnificent mansion), 
at Boughton House, at Althorp, and at Court
eenhall. At Delapre also the stables, built of 
our local ironstone, are a noteworthy example 
of Georgian architecture and an important part 
of the group of buildings subsidiary to the 
Abbey. It is good news that, after negotiations 
lasting for eighteen months, the Local Author
ities have decided, with the help of the Pilgrim 
Trust and a Government grant, to repair and 
preserve the stables with a view to their ultimate 
use as an annexe to the Northamptonshire 
Record Office. 

Records of Urban and Rural 
District Councils 

Curiously enough, though the records of 
most of our statutory authorities are to some 
degree protected by law, those of the Councils 
above-named, which touch so closely the lives 
of the people at so many points, have been 
neglected in this respect. And not only neglected 
but subjected to periodical orders for wholesale 
destruction sent down from the Ministry of 
Local Government. Consequently much valu
able material for English history has disap
peared since these Councils started work in 
1889, as for example records of the evacuation 
from large cities in the last war-perhaps the 
most interesting wide-scale-example of social 
administration ever carried out in this country. 
Furthermore, many of these Councils have 
inherited extremely interesting records from 

the local Boards who preceded them in the 
earlier part of the 19th century_ 

It is therefore excellent news that the North-
,amptonshire Archives Committee has applied 
to the Historical Manuscripts Commission for 
a grant to enable a pilot survey of this class of 
records to be made, on which a sensible scheme 
for both destruction and preservation could be 
based. Only a small proportion of the records 
can of course be kept, but at least the wanton 
destruction of whole classes can be' avoided, 
and something preserved to reflect the ever
fluctuating conditions of the lives of Dick, Tom 
and Harry an4 their wives and children, espec
ially in these days of revolutionary change. 

Cromwell's Head 

Apropos of the note on "Cromwell's Head" 
which appeared in the last issue of N orth
amptonshire Past and Present"p.3, Mrs. Watts
Russell of Biggin Hall writes: "I was very in-' 
terested in your article about Oliver Cromwell's 

head, as the Wilkinsons lived near myoId 
home in Kent and it used sometimes to be a 
Sunday afternoon outing for the less squeamish 
members of a Saturday to Monday party to go 
and see it. I enclose a photograph I took 
many years ago of old Mr. Wilkinson holding 
it .... " 
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THE LATE SIR HILARY JENKINSON 

SIR HILARY JENKINSON, C.B.E., LL.D., F.S.A., who died on March 5th, 1961, was for several years 
Deputy Keeper of the Public Records, and also a member of the Royal Commission on Historical 
Manuscripts. Sir Hilary was a fine scholar, experienced administrator, and forceful personality, 
but this is not the place to chronicle his achievements in his career at the Public Record Office. 

The Editor has, however, a personal reminiscence of co-operation with Sir Hilary in the 
later stages of the war, which, so far as I know, has not been recorded elsewhere, and it may not 
be inappropriate to recall. 

In the later stages of the last war, when the invasion of Germany was imminent, a joint 
Anglo-American Committee was established to deal with the question of the German Archives. 
This was primarily a Services Committee, since the armed forces had an operational interest in 
the records of the German armed forces. Operational requirements were, at that time, regarded 
as paramount. But, in the case of Great Britain, there was an important Act of Parliament to 
consider. This was passed in the second year of Queen Victoria, and it laid down that all archives 
captured by the armed forces of the Crown were subject to the jurisdiction of ~e Master of the 
Rolls. The Editor of this journal was the British Chairman of the Committee, representing the 
War Office. Sir Hilary Jenkinson represented the Master of the Rolls. The American members 
of the Committee were puzzled at what to them appeared a civilian intrusion, and Sir Hilary, 
although a civilian, was a very forceful personality. It was seriously proposed by the Americans 
that the entire German Archives, not required for operational purposes, should be destroyed. 
It was argued that this would effectively destroy the Prussian aggressive State, which had existed 
since the days of Frederick the ,Great. 

This suggestion naturally horrified Sir Hilary J enkinson, who offered the most strenuous 
opposition. He was in a strong position owing to the early Victorian Act of Parliament" but this 
by no means appeared' conclusive to our American allies, or, it may be said, to some of the British 
service representatives. He was, however, supported by your Editor, in his then military capacity, 
and the German Archives were not destroyed, although some of them were removed to the 
D.S.A., where they were photographed, and made available to British historians. 

Incidentally, your Editor recalls Sir Hilary's definition of an Archive: "any document, 
written or printed, acquired by a Govemmep.t department, business firm, or individual in the 
course of business (in its widest sense), and preserved by them for reference". Thus, the Field 
Service Pocket Book is a publication of the War Department, but not an archiv,e. The War Office 
copy, however, would be an archive: it might, for instance, contain: a marginal note by the 
C.I.G.S.! 

It may be that if the British Military Representative had not been a member of the 
Northamptonshire Record Society, Sir Hilary would have been deprived of a useful ally" and 
might p.ot have succeeded in preventing what he rightly called, "a premeditated act of vandalism". 

G.l. 

• 
ARCHIVES & FARMING 

On p. 41 is reproduced Ansdell's "Conversation Piece" of the third Earl Spencer with 
his bailiffs and prize bull. 

John Hall (1783-1869) of Wise ton and Hasley Park is there shown. According to a cutting 
from The Doncaster Gaz ette after: Mr. Hall's death, he "was for many years well known anq 
universally respected, as the land-agent of the Wiseton estates during the lifetime of the Earl 
Spencer . . . . He was perhaps the oldest living member of the Royal Agricultural Society . . . .. 
It was, however, in connection with the establishing and perfecting of the world-famous Wiseton 
herd of shorthorns that he became more generally known to the agricultural world". At his 
death, Lord Spencer left him the Wiseton herd. ' 

Dr. Hubert Hall (1857-1944), Assistant Keeper of the Public Records, was John Hall's 
grandson, his father being Richard Foljambe Hall, the second .son of John Hall. I 

The above -information has been given by Dr. Hubert Halrs widow. 
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THE FARMING ACTIVITIES OF THE THIRD EARL SPENCER 

JOHN CHARLES THIRD EARL SPENCER is principally known to fame as the Lord Althorp who was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and Leader of the House of Commons in the Governme~t of Earl 
Grey which enacted the first Reform Act of 1832. Lord Grey had actually wished Althorp to 
head the government and had been willing to serve un!ier him; but with the complete lack of 
political ambition which was one of his main characteristics he refused the offer and himself 
selected the Chancellorship of the Exchequer. 

Statesmen often affirm that they hold office unwillingly and much prefer private life. 
Such protestations are frequently insincere but there can be no question that in the present 
instance the plea was perfectly genuine and only a strong sense of public duty kept him in office. 
He was essentially a countryman. He once said that his ruling passion was "To see sporting 
dogs hunt". Ernest Myer in his Biography makes the following comment of this trait in Althorp's 
character :-

"He justified what may have seemed an extravagant absorption ' in an amusement by 
turning it to the best account as a means to draw closer all the ties of good fellowship uniting 
various classes of the neighbourhood. Many years afterwards he WQuld say that no other experience 
had taught him more of human nature". He was of course Master of the Pytchley Hounds, from 
1808 to 1818. 

In 1814 h~ married Esther Acklom, heiress to the estate of Wise ton Hall, Nottinghamshire. 
His farming activities date from that event. ' 

Wiseton lies four miles east by south of Bawtry and is situated in about as plain and un
interesting a piece of scenery as can be found anywhere in rural England. The Hall where Lord & 
Lady Althorp lived was pulled down after the last war. It does not seem to have been of any 
particular architectural merit and the present owner of the estate, Major General Sir Robert 
Laycock, decided that it was too large and unwieldy for present day conditions. The Home Farm 
on the other hand has changed little since the eighteenth century. Its western boundary is formed 
by the River Idle, thence the land rises fairly steeply to the Bawtry road which forms the north
eastern boundary except for the Park beyond. The total acreage is just over 230. 

It is remarkable that the farm buildings, extensive as they are in relation to the acreage, 
have hardly ·changed since Lord Althorp took them over in 1814. The cowshed has of course 
been brought up to date in accordance with modern hygienic requirements. When this was done 
the remo,val of some plaster from the end wall revealed a medallion of the Acklom crest which 
remains on the wall to this day. The only major alteration concerns what was formerly a row of 
small loose boxes which had their floors four feet belpw ground level. A calf would be dropped 
in, and, as more and more litter was added, would gradually rise to the surface when it would be 
let out, the manure laboriously scooped out, and the whole process repeated. Clearly such an 
arrangement would be unthinkable today and these loose boxes have been converted into a 
modern piggery. That so little change has been necessary in the farm buildings is a great tribute 
to whoever first designed them. One wishes it was possible to give the credit to Lord Althorp, 
but there is no evidence that he made any changes. Some earlier Acklom was presumably respons
ible. In the middle of the Dairy Paddock is a dairy, now disused, that is somewhat reminiscent of 
Marie Antoinette's model farm at Petit Trianon. 

Such was the setting of the farming activities of the . third Earl Spencer, as Lord Althorp 
became on the death of his father in 1834. Thereafter he also maintained the Althorp Home Farm 
at Brampton. But Wiset.on was still the main activity. It was however only after the death in 
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childbirth of Lady Althorp in 1818, an event from which her husband never fully recovered, that 
his interest in farming became paramount. In his agony of grief he entirely renounced his favourite 
relaxation of fox hunting. For the rest of his life farming took its place. It is even said that while 
he was in office, when his correspondence was brought to him in the morning, he always opened 
the letters from his bailiff before tackling his red boxes. Alas, in all the eighteen boxes of his 
correspondence preserved in the Muniment Room at Althorp, only two or three of these letters 

R ichard A nsdell, R.A . (1815 - 1885) 
A SCENE AT WISE TON, 1843 

From left to right; John Charles, 3rd Earl Spencer with his dog Bruce, his two bailiffs, J . Elliott 
and J. Hall, his champion Shorthorn bull " Firby" led by J. Wagstaffe, beside whom a dog is 
lying on the ground. J. Hall was the grandfather of Dr. Hubert Hall, Assistant Keeper of the 

Public Records. 

from the bailiff survive and none of Spencer's answers to them. If even half of what must have 
been a most voluminous correspondence had been preserved this article could have been much 
more informative and interesting. 

While mixed farming was the practice at Wiseton, with cereal crops grown and cattle, 
sheep and pigs kept, Lord Spencer's fame as an agriculturalist rests on two particular activities; 
as a breeder of Shorthorn cattle and as the founder of the Royal Agricultural Society of England. 
The former occupied him continuously from 1818 till his death; the latter only occupied the last 
few years of his life. It is therefore logical to dispose of the farming activities at Wiseton first and 
to conclude this article with some account of the foundation of the Royal and the first Show 
held at Oxford in 1839. 
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Before we come to the details of farming at Wiseton it will be as well to have in mind a 
background picture of the state of British agriculture in the early part of the eighteenth century. 

For more than a hundred years a steady transition from the mediaeval to the modern 
system of farming had been in progress. The establishment of the turnip as an agricultural crop 
early in the eighteenth century had solved the problem of the winter feeding of livestock. No 
longer was it necessary in the autumn to slaughter all but a skeleton breeding stock and salt 
down the carcases for winter consumption. The introduction of turnips also facilitated the devel
opment of a balanced rotation of crops, enabling the land to produce something annually instead 
of the old mediaeval practice of two crops followed by a year in fallow. Of equal importance was 
the supersession of the old open field system of farming by enclosure, which went on continuously 
throughout the eighteenth century and was not completed until the middle of the nineteenth. 

The development of arable crops inevitably led to the introduction of implements to save 
labour. Jethro Tull was in the f~refront of this movement during the first half of the eighteenth 
century, inventing the first drill for sowing seed in rows instead of broadcast and also producing 
the horse hoe. 

In the case of livestock the advance was equally noticeable. Robert Bakewell of Dishley 
in Leicestershire was the pioneer in this respect. During the second half of the eighteenth century 
he devoted himself, amongst other activities, to the improvement of the breeds of Long Horn 
cattle and Leicestershire sheep. His system was to inbreed so as to fix the qualities which he 
thought desirable.1 

By careful selection he greatly improved his Long Horn cattle for beef, but their milking 
qualities declined. It is for this reason and also because of the dangers inherent in their long 
horns that his efforts were largely wasted as far as Long Horn cattle were concerned, for the 
breed is practically extinct today. A pair of them appeared this year at the Oxfordshire Show as 
an interesting historical exhibit. 

Bakewell's efforts with sheep were more lasting. The Border Leicester, one of the principal 
British breeds today, was founded on Dishley sheep.2 

However, whether or not the progeny resulting from his experiments is prominent in 
British agriculture today, as a first pointer of the way to livestock improvement his claim to fame 
is indisputable. The work of some of his disciples had more lasting results than his own. In 1783 
the brothers Charles and Robert Colling of Ketton and Barmpton, near Darlington, visited 
Dishley and absorbed Bakewell's ideas. They were concerned with the Shorthorn breed of cattle, 
which, while certainly not as pre-eminent as it was in the nineteenth ·century, is still today one 
of the leading British breeds. 

The Collings carried in-breeding to very great lengths. A bull named Comet, bred by 
Charles CoIling was sold in 1810 for the then record price of 1,000 guineas. The breeding of 
Comet may be summarised by pointing out that, while it is normal to have eight great-grand
parents, Comet only had three of whom one was also his great-great-grandfather tw,ice over.3 

We can see from the above description of the state of British agriculture early in the 
nineteenth century that Lord Althorp started farming at a fortunate moment when modem 
methods had been successfully established and when the breed of cattle which was his principal 
interest had been considerably improved by the efforts of the Collings and other breeders. He 
did not fail to make the best use of this latter fact. That no one could have been keener to carry 
on the good work is clearly proved by the fact that in the very full records of the Wiseton Shorthorn 
Herd which are still today preserved at Althorp, every single word is in his own handwriting. The 
records of the Herd are contained in the Cattle Books, while other books have particulars of 
receipts and outgoings and of crops grown, all in his handwriting. If the statement that he always 

1 H. C. Paws on, Robert Bakewell. 
2 Agriculture. James A. S. Watson & James A. More. The Science and Practice of British Farming, p.536. 
3 Fream's Elements of Agriculture, p.512. 
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opened his Bailiff's letters before dealing with his official correspondence is fact and not legend, 
one likes to think that the compilation of these records may often have provided solace after dull 
or acrimonious debates in the House of Commons or the worries of compiling a Budget. 

The principal Cattle Book was started in September 1814. On the flyleaf is a cow gestation 
table. On the next page appears the statement "To pay for interest & keep at 2/- per head each 
during the year 1830 will require £866 . 17 . 8d. 

Interest on loss by keep - Interest on gain by purchase & sale 
£123. 5 8 

Keep for year of 143 head 743 12. 0 

£866 17 8 " 

There is a similar calculation for 1829. On the following page is an "Account of money 
received & paid for Cattle and received for bull letting" . 

There follows the complete list of all cattle both bred and ' bought arranged under the 
following headed columns: 
No. Name Descripti?n Sire Dam How acquired Calved How disposed of 

From this it is easy to follow the breeding careers of cows. Having found the first calf 
born to a cow by starting to look again nine months further on one quickly picks up the next 
and so on. 

The second Cattle Book, bound in white parchment has the following statement on the 
flyleaf: 

October 19th, 1834. 
" I find that out of 252 calves bred from Alloy cows 138 were breeding heifers. But that 

out of 224 calves from cows not having my Alloy 101 were breeding heifers. It seems therefore 
that it is worth rather more than 6 to 5 in favour of a bull calf from a cow not having Alloy but 
23 to 19 in favour of a heifer from a cow having Alloy". 

At the end of the book is a "Table to show the diminution of Alloy by each crop". 

It starts Crop 1, .5 . 

It ends, dividing by 2 each time, Crop 25, . 
. 0000000297925567626953125. 

Seldom can a decimal have been carried to 25 places. One wondered what this Alloy could 
have been. The statement "Not having my Alloy" seemed to indicate that it was something admin
istered to the cows" Much time and effort was wasted following this trail which was completely 
false. The Table of Diminution should have given one the right idea. The solution was all the time 
ready to hand if one had thought of looking in The History of Shorthorn Cattle by James Sinc1air. 
I owe an acknowledgement to Professor Cyril Tyler of Reading University for putting me on 
the right track. In 1795 Charles CoIling, whom we have already· met, brought an admixture of 
red polled Galloway blood into his herd. The bull employed for this purpose was only one quarter 
Galloway,4 so it was but a small impregnation of alien blood. The results of this cross Colling 
called his "Alloy Line". This line seems to have been introduced into the Wiseton Herd before 
Lord Althorp took it over. Lady Althorp had a dark red and white cow called Compensation 
calved on March 5th, 1817, which had Alloy to the extent of .00390625, in other words she was 
eight generations removed from CoIling's original introduction of Qalloway blood. Compensation 

4 Robert Trow-Smith, A History of British Livestock Husbandry 1700-1900, pp.238 & 239. 
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lived for 21 years, dying on November 30th, 1838. She gave birth to 16 calves so she did not do 
badly though none of her offspring seem to have been outstanding. 

There is a third Cattle Book but its purpose is not clear. Cows are arranged alphabetically, 
though there are many excepti·ons to this and one gets the impression that it must have been 
rather intermittently and not 'very thoroughly kept up. 

We now come to the event which was to put the Wiseton Herd into the forefront of the 
Shorthorn breed. On September 29th, 1818 a sale of Robert CoIling's Shorthorns was held and 
at it Lord Althorp bought a bull and three cows. 

The bull was Regent, calved in 1815, for which he paid 145 guineas. Regent did good 
work for the Wiseton Herd until he was sold to the butcher for £11 on June 27th, 1824. 

The three cows were : 
(1) Diana, calved 1808, by Favorite, her dam Wildair by Favorite. (A typical 

example of the in-breeding policy). She cost 73 guineas. 
(2) Rosette, calved 1814, by Wellington, dam Red Rose by Favorite. She cost 

300 guineas. 
(3) 'Nonpareil, calved 1813, by Wellington, her dam Juno being Diana's sister. 

She cost 370 guineas. " 

It is worth' noting the complete results of this 'Colling sale: 
34 ~ows sold for - 4,141 guineas 
17 heifers sold for - 1,287 " 
6 bulls sold for - 1,343 " 
4 bull calves sold for - 713 " 

61 head of cattle sold for 7,484 guineas 

These were of course immense prices for those days. It will be noted that the 34 cows 
averaged about 120 guineas so Rosette and Nonpareil must have been two of the most expensive 
in the sale. 

It is not desirable to overload this article with statistics, but the following figures piainly 
illustrate the fact that in breeding livestock it pays to buy the best. Between 1814 and 1817 Lord 
Althorp spent £632 . 19 . 0 on the purchase of cattle and received £167 . 5 . 0 from sales. In 
1818 he spent £1,044 . 16 . 6 and received £325 . 6 . 2d. Thereafter up to 1835 when the state
ment in the Cattle Book from which these figures are taken came to an end, receipts invariably 
exceeded expenditure except in 1829 when he spent £998 . 14 . 0 and received £688 . 1 . Od. His 
best year was in 1835 when he spent £33 . 10.0 and received £1,031 .3. 6d. 

The reason for the large expenditure in 1829 was that, much as his purchases at the 
CoIling sale had done for his Shorthorns, Lord Althorp aimed at still further improvements bY' 
judicious purchases. Mr. Christopher Mason of Chilton in Durham was one of the leading 
Shorthorn breeders of that day. His herd was largely founded on Colling blood. At his final sale 
on August 31st, 1829 Althorp bought two bulls, Mercury for 120 guineas and Windsor for 42 
guineas, also no less than 16 cows, the most expensive costing 145 guineas and the cheapest 19. 

Lord Althorp also made some use of another well known Shorthorn Herd belonging to 
Thomas Bates, another north country breeder, from whom in November 1820 he hired the bull 
His Grace also bred according to the system of in-breeding fashionable at the time. The bull 
Ketton was the sire of both His Grace's parents and went back to Mr. Colling's bull Favorit~ 
referred to above. 

As a further example of the amount of detail into which Lord Althorp went one item 
from the book in which he kept the measurements and weights of cattle will suffice. On May 
24th, 1830 the cow Bullrush gave birth to a red and white calf by the bull Frisby. The calf was 
castrated and the following table is copied straight out of the book. 
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Nov. 1 1832 4.8 by 6.11 93.5 
Dec. 8 1831 4.9 by 7.4 107.2 
April 8 1833 5.0 by 7.7 121.0 
July 31 1833 5.4 by 8.1 146.2 
Nov. 1 1833 5.8 by 8.6 171.7 
Dec. 24 1833 5.8 by 8.8 178.5 
Mar. 31 1834 5.9 by 9.0 195.4 
Aug. 2 1834 ' 6.3 by 9.4 228.5 
Nov. 3 1834 6.4 by 9.9 252.6 
Dec. 2 1834 6.4 by 9.9t 255.0 

"This ox won the 1st Prize in Class 2 & the Gold Medal as the best beast shown in any of the 
Classes at Smithfield in 1834. He was sold to Mr. Strahan for £75. He weighed 236 stone with 
22 stone of fat". This was merely one of many successes at Smithfield. 

As regards the other farming activities at Wiseton a few examples taken at random will 
suffice. In those days of course the yields from arable crops were much lower than they are today. 
In one of the Wiseton account books we learn that in 1828 fifteen acres of wheat produced 27 qr. 
4 bushels, or roughly 1 qr. 6 bushels per acre. Fifty-nine acres of barley produced 144 qr. 6 bushels, 
or nearly 2t qrs. to the acre. Seven acres of oats produced 27 qr. 5 bushels or just over 3 qrs. 
5 bushels per acre. 

When we remember that Lord Althorp was for a time Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
quite a successful one at that, it is curious to note what a very elementary idea he had of account
ancy. Below is reproduced a statement of farm receipts and expenditure for 1825. It will be noted 
that receipts exceeded expenditure by £300 . 12 . 2 and he claims this as the farm profit for the 
year. But of course this statement is in no sense a profit and loss account; it is simply a cash 
account. There is nothing to tell us whether the farm owed ap.y debts at the end of the year nor 
whether anyone owed it anything. There are no opening and closing valuations and for all we can 
tell the stock may have been worth more or less at the end of the year than it was at the beginning. 
In some years he did include rough opening and closing valuations, but they were very rough 
and ready. It is generally assumed that he ran the Wiseton farm at a loss, but there is really in
sufficient evidence to prove this one way or the other. However, farming was his hobby and 
relaxation and he did riot have to satisfy an Inspector of Taxes, so why should he bother to be 
punctilious over figures. 

Cattle 
Sheep 
Pigs 
Poultry & dairy 
Wheat .. . 
Barley .. . 

RECEIPTS 

J oisting horses & cows 
Manure for garden ... . 

Profit 

£777 0 
178 10 
35 8 

129 16 
289 7 
276 14 
47 0 
15 0 

1748 15 
1448 3 

300 12 

1825 
PAYMENTS 

0 Interest on Capital 
0 Rent 
0 Tithes 
8 Parish rates 
0 Cattle 
0 Hire of bull 
0 Hire oftups 
0 Seeds 

Labour ... 
8 Carpenter 
6 Blacksmith 

Oilcake & meal 
2 J oisting cattle ... 

Straw & stubble 
Sundries ... 

£ 55 0 0 
440 0 0 
100 0 0 
44 0 0 
97 10 0 
42 0 0 
10 10 0 
23 12 0 

386 15 0 
26 0 0 
30 10 0 
83 10 6 
9 10 0 

53 17 0 
45 9 0 

1448 3 6 

It is interesting to note that in 1825 rent was more expensive than labour. But of course 
in this case rent was merely a book entry as the farm belonged to him. 
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In addition to the Shorthorn cattle he kept a flock of about 150 ewes, 9 working horses 
and 3 brood mares and a few pigs. 

From the farm at Wiseton we now turn to the other agricultural activities of the subJect 
of this article. 

In 1821, while trade had revived, and all manufacturing districts were prosperous, agri
culture was in a state of deep depression, the price of corn having fallen throughout Europe to 
below the cost of production. The Government appointed a Committee to consider the question, 
and Althorp was appointed to sit on it. During the proceedings of the Committee there was 
constant controversy on all important points between the Protectionists on one hand, and the 
Moderate Party on the other. The latt~r faction was led by Mr. Huskisson, Mr. Ricardo and 
Mr. Wolryche Whitmore, who were practical agriculturalists, but it was impossible for them to 
reach agreement with the Protectionists, who at length boycotted the Committee, thinking that 
they would prevent it from presenting a Report. In this,however, they were mistaken, since 
Mr. Huskisson was authorised by the Committee to issue the Report which he himself had 
written. Althorp was the only member representing an Agricultural Constituency who voted for 
this Report. The following quotation from it, which appears on pages 202 and 203 of Le Marchant's 
Biography, 'and is worth reproducing here, provides an insight into Althorp's views on agriculture. 

"Your Committee may entertain ' a doubt Ca doubt, however, which they wish to state with that 
diffidence which a subject so extensive naturally imposes on their judgement), whether the only solid . 
foundation of the flourishing state of agriculture is not laid in abstaining, as much as possible from inter
ference, either by protection or prohibition, with the application of capital in any branch of industry? 
Whether all fears for the decline of agriculture, either from temporary vicissitudes, to which all specu
lations are liable" or from the extension of other pursuits of general industry, are not in a grave degree 
imaginary? Whether commerce can expand, manufacture thrive, and great public works be undertaken, 
without furnishing to the skill and labour which the capital thus employed puts in motion, increased 
means of paying for the production of the land? Whether the principal part of those productions which 
contribute to the gratification of the wants and desires of the different classes of the community must 
not necessarily be drawn from our own soil, the demand increasing with the population, as the population 
must increase with the riches of the country? Whether a great part of the same capital which is employed 
in supporting the industry connected with manufactures, commerce, and public works, does not, passing 
by a very rapid course into the hands of the occupier of the soil, serve also as a capital for the encourage
ment of agriculture? Whether in our own country in former times, and in other naturally fertile countries 
up to the present time, agriculture has not languished from the want of such a stimulus? And whether 
in those countries the proprietors of the land are not themselves poor, and the people wretched, in 
proportion as from want of capital their labour is more exclusively confined to raising from their own 
soil the means of their own scanty subsistence ?" , 

One feels that, in the light of the econo~ic conditions of the eighteen twenties the 
Committee was probably right. 

The dispute was renewed with increased violence when Parliament reassembled. Succeed
ing Protectionist Members repudiated the Report of the Committee, and, in order to appease 
them, it was revived with full powers to make a fresh Report. Mr. Huskisson' declined to act on 
it any more, and was replaced by Lord Castlereagh. No further evidence was taken, and six 
weeks were spent in compiling a Report, the proceedings being marked by much ill feeling. With 
great tact, Castlereagh maintained order, and manfully stood by the original Report, thereby 
eventually succeeding in achieving a compromise by which it was recommended that a loan be 
granted to the distressed districts and the importation of corn should be prohibited when prices 
were under 70/- a quarter, with a graded duty of 10/- to 15/- a quarter until the price rose to 
80/-. Althorp had little to do with the sec?nd Report. 

On 23rd March, 1821, he was elected to the Board of Agriculture, which must not be 
confounded with the Government Department established under the same name later on in the 
century, and which has now grown into the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. The 
Board was founded in 1793 at the instigation of Arthur Young, who did so much towards the 
improvement of Agriculture in the latter days of tl1e eighteenth and the opening of the nineteenth 
centuries. It was a purely advisory body, with no executive powers. Interest in the Board evap
orated with Young's death. The minutes of the Meetings, today preserved in the Library of the 
Royal Agricultural Society, make dismal reading. Frequently a Meeting had to be adjourned for 
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lack of a quorum. It is clear that, in spite of his great interest in agriculture, Althorp thought 
little of the Board, since he only attended one Meeting on 13th February, 1822. The Board was 
dissolved on 25th June in that year. One cannot help feeling, in view of the depressed state of 
agriculture at the time, that the Board was allowed to collapse just at the time when it ought to 
have been strongly invigorated. The task performed by the Committee mentioned above might 
well have been performed by it if it had been a live and efficient body. 

However it is as founder of the Royal Agricultural Society of England that he is best 
known as an agriculturalist. He had for long been an active member of the Smithfield Club being 
President in 1825 when he rescued it from a financial crisis by his wise administration. He also 
played a leading part in the formation of the Yorkshire Agricultural Society. 

At the annual dinner of the Smithfield Club held in London at the Freemasons' Tavern 
in December 1837 Lord Spencer, as he had become on the death of his father in 1834, suggested 
the formation of a society entirely devoted to agricultural purposes and entirely free from politics. 
It was in the course of this speech that he first used the phrase "practice with science" which 
was subsequently adopted as the motto of the Society and remains so to this day.5 

To ensure against the intrusion of party politics into the discussions which were to be the 
prelude to the formation of the Society, Lord Spencer, himself a Whig, secured the services of 
the Duke of Richmond, a Tory, as his principal collaborator. That this insistence on keeping the 
Society non-political was wise was quickly proved at the inaugural meeting held on May 9th, 
1838 with Lord Spencer in the Chair when the resolution for the formation of the Society was 
moved by the Duke of Richmond and seconded by Mr. Henry Handley, M.P. for Lincolnshire. 
There were present some who were determined not to give the resolution an easy passage. This 
opposition was precisely similar to that which Spencer had encountered in the Committee of 
1821 referred to above. It was based on a resolution passed the previous -day at a meeting of 
farmers held in London which declared that the proposed Society was "delusive in principle, 
having a tendency to mislead the farmers of England and betray the interests of English agriculture, 
in so far as the principle of legislative protection to agriculture is disavowed in the fundamental 
resolutions". After listening to lengthy speeches from two sponsors of this resolution, Spencer 
adroitly ruled them out of order because the advertisement of the meeting had summoned to it 
persons in favour of forming a non-political society. The opposition then withdrew and set about 
forming a rival society which had no success and only a short life. 

One feels that throughout the planning for the formation of the Society and preparations 
for the first Show held at Oxford in 1839 there must have been considerable correspondence 
between the two leading protagonists Lord Spencer and the Duke of Richmond. How interesting 

- and informative it would be to anyone engaged on this study. Unfortunately none of it has been 
preserved either at Althorp or Goodwood or in the archives of the Society itself. 

On June 26th the Committee decided that the first Show should be held at Oxford on 
July 17th, 1839 and nominated fifty people to form a Committee of Management. This Com
mittee at its first meeting arranged for liaison between-it and The Royal Asiatic Society. One 
wonders why. Surely more reasonable was the decision arrived at at the third meeting to have a 
similar arrangement with the Horticultural Society, The Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge, The Society of Arts and the Highland Agricultural Society. 

At the first General Meeting of the Society held on June 27th it was announced that the 
Governers and Members already totalled 466 and £2,500 had been subscribed. It was decided 
to offer prizes for essays and a list of eighteen suitable subjects was published. At the next General 
Meeting held in December the Journal of the Society was born. 

The Show was held "in Mr. Pinfold's pasture ground, Holywell" where Mansfield College. 
now stands. It occupied seven acres, or about one twentieth of the area it covers today. In 1839 
there was no railway to Oxford and the difficulty of getting the stock to the Show Ground was 
clearly very great. The journey of 4 Shorthorns belonging to Thomas Bates, a leading breeder 

5 This account is based on Professor J. A. Scott-Watson The Ht"story of the Royal Agrt"cultural Soct"ety of 
England 1839-1939 and original material preserved in the Library of the Royal Agricultural Society. 
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of these cattle, from his farm at Kirklevington in Durham is worth noting. They waiked to Hull, 
thence by boat to London. Here they were transhipped to a barge which took them by canal to 
Aylesbury where they spent one night; the following day they walked 10 miles to Thame and 
next day the final 13 miles to Oxford. 

On Tuesday, July 16th implement trials were held, the stock Were judged and the prize 
essays were read. They were Colonel Coote's on the qualities ofwheats; Mr. H. Handley's (M.P.) 
on the comparative value of wheel and swing ploughs; Richard Hopper's on draining of turnips. 
Two other essays were also read, Mr. Childer's on shed feeding and Lord Spencer's on the 
gestation of cows. That night a dinner was held at the Star Hotel. 

The following day 5,000 tickets of admission were sold for 2/6 by 10 a.m. After 1 p.m. 
the price came down to 1/- and 12,000 were sold when the supply ran out. Some members of the 
Committee were then deputed to take money at the gates and altogether more than 20,000 people 
entered the Show Ground, the total "gate" being £1,189. 

There were eleven classes for cattle, sheep and pigs-today there are 479 ; could the 
promoters ever have dreamed of such a growth? 

Class I. Shorthorns. Prize for best bull 

. Herefords. 
Devons. 

" " "cow 
" " "heifer 

. " " "bull calf 
Similar prizes. 

Cattle of any other breed or cross. 
Best cow in milk. ' 
Oxen. 
Cart horses. 

£30 
£20 
£10 
£10. 

Class II. 
Class Ill. 
Class IV. 
Class V. 
Class VI. 
Class VII. 
Class VIII. Leicester sheep. In this class Lord Spencer showed a ram and pen of 5 ewes . 

with their lambs, but did not win the prize of £30. 
Class IX. Southdown or other short-woolled sheep. 
Class X. Long-woolled sheep. 
Class XI. Pigs. 
It is worth noting that, while there was only one prize for each class as opposed to 6 or 

more today, the prize of £30 was higher than 1st prizes today and of course the value of money 
was very much greater. 

As side shows there were an American ox weighing 4,000 lbs. and the largest horse in the 
world. To summarise the result, there were 249 stock entries and 23 implement entries. Expend
iture came to £2,688 and receipts to £2,394, leaving a deficit of £294. 

While clearly the Show was a success, one feels that the high light of the whole event 
must have been the dinner held on the evening of July 17th. Those who know Oxford will know 
the large quadrangle of Queen's College which faces the High Street. The whole of this very 
large area was roofed over at a cost of £800 and seating provided for 2,500 persons. A tremendous 
struggle took place to get entry to the dinner and was continued for an hour. Eventually 2,450 
people sat down. The guest of the evening was Daniel Webster, an American statesman and 
orator, who paid a high tribute to British agriculture and the value of the British example to the 
rest of the world. Needless to say Lord Spencer and the Duke of Richmond also spoke and 
verbatim reports of their speeches may be read to this day in the columns of J ackson's Oxford 
Journal, the local paper of the day. A complete file of the issues of this paper is kept in the Oxford
shire County Record Office. The issue of July 20th contains a two page supplement giving a full 
account of the whole enterprise. On July 18th a sale of stock was held and the fragments of the 
dinner were distributed to the poor and needy. 

One last thought remains when one ponders on John Charles Earl Spencer's intense 
interest in agriculture. Was it a throw back to the interests of his ancestors of 250 years before? 
The first foundations of the Spencer wealth were laid by sheep farming in Tudor and Jacobean 
Times when England was the leading producer of wool in the wO,rld. 

I HUMPHREY WYNDHAM. 
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Two NORTHAMPTONSHIRE WORTHIES 

WILLIAM WAITE HADLEY 

OUR readers will have learnt with much regret 
of the death last December of Mr. W. W. 
Hadley, the author of three notable articles in 
recent numbers of this Journal. Mr. Hadley was 
born in a cottage at East Haddon on 18th 
January, 1866. He was one of the ten children 
of Jose ph Hadley, head gardener,l a great reader 
who was a pillar of the Congregational Church 
in the village. William was, of course, brought 
up in the same persuasion, and until about the 
age of 40 he neither smoked nor touched 
alcohol. In those days Nonconformists were 
usually Liberals and though his political views 
were no doubt inherited he early became a 
Liberal if not a Radical by strong conviction. 
He attended the village school and was lucky 
to have as a headmaster a born teacher who 
guided him in his reading. At home the Bible 
was read , and in his early years was the book 
he knew best. After leaving school, in alllikeli
hood at the age of twelve or thirteen, it is 
pro bable that for the next two or three years 
he worked on the land, either in a garden 
or on a farm. His sister in later years "spoke 
about gleaning and taking drinks up to the 
harvesters". But he was always a studious lad, 
and it was during this period of his life that 
he was taught shorthand by an elderly friend 
"with a white beard", a part-time under-master 
at Rugby, acquiring speed by taking down 
scores of sermons. He also attended night school 
at Northampton. 

, At the age of 15 Hadley was apprenticed as 
a reporter to the Northampton Mercury, the 
oldest newspaper with unbroken continuity in 
England. This was in 1881, an exciting time in 
the political life of Northampton, which has 
been vividly described by him in Northampton
shire Past and Present for 1959. With eleven 
years' experience on the Mercury behind him, 
he determined to seek his fortune farther afield 
and after a period on the Rochdale Observer 
was appointed editor of the Merthyr Tydfil 

1 Doubtless to Mr. Sawbridge of Haddon Hall. 

Reproduced by courtesy of the Sunday Times 

~. VV. VV. HADLEY 
1866 - 1960 

Times, returning as editor in 1893 to the Roch
dale Observer, where one of his junior reporters 
was AlfredPowell Wadsworth, a life-long friend 
who later became editor of the Manchester 
Guardian. It was during these years in Lanca
shire that he reported speeches of both John 
Bright and Gladstone, and listened to Winston 
Churchill in his first political campaign. 

At the age of 42, after 16 years away from 
his native County, Mr. - Hadley returned to 
Northampton and for the next 15 years con
ducted his brilliant editorship of the North-
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ampton Mercury from the old offices in the 
Parade, to the very great advantage of both 
town and county, which in those years were 
well served by their local press. The Butter
fields, father and son, ably presented the Con
servative point of view from the Northampton 
Herald office, only a stone's throw from the 
Mercury, on the east side of the Market Square, 
but the Mercury, thanks to Mr. Hadley, was 
ahead of its rival, both in vigour and literary 
style. _ 

At that time printing, paper and advertising 
were cheap, there was no attempt to compete 
with the London press, the -reporting of local 
events was generous with a high measure of 
accuracy, and the local papers were local papers, 
full of matters of local interest to local people, 
in addition to being organs of uncompromising 
expression of the political views of each paper, 
diametrically opposed to that of its rival. These 
qualities gave to the Northampton papers, daily 
as well as weekly, a tang and a flavour which 
made them wonderfully good reading.2 

In 1923, at the age of 57, Mr. Hadley, in 
spite of much pressure from influential quarters 
in Northampton, decided to move to London, 
and became Parliamentary correspondent of the 
Daily Chronicle, but continued for some years 
to contribute a delightfully written weekly 
political article to the Mercury. In 1920 he had 
written a book to celebrate the paper's bi
centenary. 

By 1931 he had reached the normal age of 
retirement. He was 65. 

"Lo! the little touch and youth was gone! 
Cramped and diminished, moaned he ? 
'New measures, other feet anon. My dance is 

finished' ". 

Not a bit of it. The best was yet to be! In 
this year he went as assistant editor to the 
Sunday Times and in the next was offered and 
accepted the editorship, a post which he held 
with resounding success, greatly extending the 
circulation and influence of the paper, until his 
retirement eighteen years later at the age of 84. 

In 1944 Mr. Hadley wrote Munich: Before 
and After, a spirited and well-argued book in 
cogent defence of Neville Chamberlain, whom 
he, with many others, felt had had a very raw 
deal after 1939, and had been unjustly made the 
scapecoat for the national weakness and folly 
of the 1930's. It was strange, perhaps, to see a 

2 The Northampton Independent, an illustrated 
weekly, arrived on the scene at about this time. 

man who had started his life as an advanced 
Liberal defending a Conservative Prime Min
ister, but the whole pattern of politics had 
changed since Hadley's youth by the collap.se 
of the Liberal and the upsurging of the Labour 
party. In his latter years it would probably be 
true to say that, saddened as he must have been 
by the virtual disappearance of the Liberals as 
a force in Parliament, he remained on the fringe 
of parties as a keenly interested observer of 
political developments. Age had also undoubt
edly modified some of his opinions. On his 
retirement from the Sunday Times, on the advice 
of his doctor Mr. Hadley moved to Hindhead. 
He still wrote occasional articles for the Sunday 
Times, including a long account in 1959 of Lord 
Kemsley's career. He never quite lost touch 
with Northampton and in 1952 gave an en
thralling talk to the members of the Chitchat 
Club there entitled "Reminiscences of Ten 
Prime Ministers". 

In 1957, 1958 and 1959 we had the privilege 
of publishing in this journal the three deeply 
interesting articles by Mr. Hadley referred to 
above,-all written when over the age of 90. 
The first dealt with the history of the N orth
ampton Mercury down to 1930; the second 
with personalities in Northamptonshire and 
changes in local government in his youth; the 
third with Bradlaugh and Labouchere, whose 
speeches he had himself reported in the exciting 
elections at Northampton in the 'eighties. 

I knew him first in 1916 when we were 
collecting £1,000 for the Northamptonshire 
District Nursing Association. I called to see 
him, and the advice he gave me personally and 
his help through the columns of the Mercury 
were invaluable. This contact started a friend
ship which lasted until his death. When in 
1920 the Record Society was founded, he gave 
it his ardent support and helped us to draw up 
the Constitution-but alas! his departure to 
London three years later enforced his resigna
tion from the Council, though he retained his 
membership and keen interest to the end. 

A wise and peaceable man of wide experience 
of affairs, Mr. Hadley had a broad and tolerant 
outlook, a gentle, considerate, and courteous 
nature, a quiet sense of humour. His palpable 
integrity inspired affection and confidence and 
in the long course of his life his advice was 
often sought by public men and not only in 

Ably edited by the late Mr. W. G. Holloway, it kept 
out of party politics. 
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political matters. With laudable ambition, no 
doubt, to do well in his profession, he was the 
last man in the world to shoulder his way to 
the top. He rose there naturally by his own 
ability and single-minded devotion to his news
papers. Three years before his death he wrote 
to a friend: "I look back with happiness and 
satisfaction on the general course of my life". 

Mr. Hadley married in 1899 Emma Chater, 
schoolteacher, of Northampton, who died in 

1952. He died peacefully at Hindhead on 16th . 
December, 1960, in his 95th year, and is 
survived by his two daughters, Mrs. Cawood 
and Mrs. Burrows. Mr. and Mrs. Cawood had 
lived with him since 1942. Thus in a ripe old 
age there passed-on a man who made his mark 
in the country at large, who will be remembered 
with pride and affection by his many friends, 
and whose life did honour to our Town and 
County. 

LADY ETHELDREDA WICKHAM 

Some Memories 

By the death on May 9th, 1961, at the age of97 
of Lady Ethe1 Wickham (as she was generally 
known) of Cotterstock Hall near Oundle, Nor
thamptonshire has lost a great, a well-known 
and a wellbeloved personality, who for over 
half a century gave outstanding service to the 
County. 

She was born on 31st January, 1864, at 
Orton Longueville in Huntingdonshire, and 
was the 14th and posthumous child of the 10th 
Marquess of Huntly (the chief of the clan of 
the Gordons) and his 2nd wife, Antoinetta 
Pegus. Her father was born in 1792, so that 
his life and that of his youngest daughter 
spanned the almost incredible period of 169 
years. 

Her childhood was spent at Orton, where 
she and her sisters were educated by a French 
governess. Much of her time was given to the 
study of music. London seasons and autumn 
visits to Scotland followed when she came out, 
but she was only nineteen when in 1883 she 
married Henry Wickham,l fair-haired, good
looking, and attractive. A most strikingly hand
some pair they must have been. 

It was ten years after her marriage that I 
first knew Lady Ethe1, when my father rented 
Cotterstock Hall for the winter of 1893-4, and 
the Wickhams, who had started their married . 
life at Alwalton Hall, Huntingdonshire, had 
recently moved to Barnwell Castle, only a few 
miles from Cotterstock. Even at the age of nine, 
I was impressed by her good looks, her grace, 
her vivacity. 

Twenty-three years later, I had the good 
fortune to become intimately associated with 
her, she as Chairman and I for three years as 

1 Son of William Wickham of an ancient Yorkshire 
family, who married a daughter of George Stone of 

honorary secretary of the Northamptonshire 
Nursing Association at a critical period of its 
history. The many meetings held at North
ampton must have _ entailed a vast amount of 
time for Lady Ethel, travelling from Oundle 
on the Peterborough line, the trains usually 
stopping at every station. Cotterstock, to which 
the Wickhams had moved from Barnwe11 in 
1912, was 30 miles from Northampton. 

This subject of nursing introduces the 
interest nearest perhaps of all to Lady Ethel's 
heart. At the turn of the century there was a 
terrible outbreak of influenza at Barnwel1. 
"With her children's nurse Lady Ethel spent 
hours caring for the sick"2 and she became 
known as "the Florence Nightingale of North
amptonshire". This episode brought home to 
her the dreadful plight in times of sickness of 
the cottagers, living at that time for the most 
part in great poverty. She followed it up by 
writing personally to all the most influential 
people from one end of the County to the other 
to urge the formation of the Northamptonshire 
District Nursing Association, which eventually 
succeeded in training and supplying nurses on 
a contributory basis for every village in the 
County of Northampton and the Soke of Peter
borough. Founded in 1903, Lady Eihel was 
chairman until 43 years later, when the work 
was taken over by the Local Authorities. 

High-spirited and enterprising, she threw 
herself whole-heartedly into everything that 
she did. Usually dressed in the most beautifully 
cut tailor-made clothes which suited her slim 
figure to perfection, she was sporting in the
best sense of the word and yet essentially 
feminine. She was one of the first women in 

Blisworth. 
2 Peterborough Advertiser, 12 May, 1961. 
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the district to ride a bicycle, and when motor
bicycles came in, she was given one by her 
brother-in-law, Lord Lonsdale, of hunting and 
racing fame.3 She was devoted l6'"fox-hunting, 
and "a bold horsewoman"; according to a 
farmer who hunted ' with the Fitzwilliam 
Hounds, as she did for over 70 years . .she was 
also fond of shooting and not many women shot 
in her day. When invasion seemed imminent 
in 1940, and at Churchill's urgent injunction 
that everyone should be at his post of duty, I 
was hastily returning to N orthainptonshire 
from Woodhall Spa, I looked in on Lady Ethel, 
then 76 years of age, who said to me, "I've 
just polished up my rook rifles and got them 
ready". "Are you going to lend thein to the 
Home Guard?" I asked. "No, my dear, I'm 
going to have a pot at them myself", she 
replied in her deep-toned, emphatic voice. 

She had her full share of anxiety and sorrow 
as well as of joy. Her husb,and fought in both 
the South African and First World War,4 and 
after a blissfully happy married life, died in 
1933. Her eldest daughter, Mary, who lived 
with her, died very suddenly in 1945, but with 
the help of her two devoted maids and chauf
feur, Lady Ethel continued most gallantly to 
maintain her interest in life. 

Next to nursing, perhaps her greatest interest 
was music. She and the late Lady Lilford 
founded the North Northamptonshire Musical 
competitions in 1908. Lady Ethel used to train 
the Cotterstock Choir and lead it to victory in 
the great School Hall at Oundle. She became 
President after Lady Lilford's death, and 
"attended every festival for 52 years, having 
by then reached the age of 96" .5 

I seldom saw her for any length of time but 
she would mention her mother, who was herself 
a most remarkable woman and a botanist of 
distinction. There was evidently' a great devo
tion between mother and daughter, and Lady 
Ethel inherited Lady Huntly's love of flowers. 
Her garden, though not a large one, was famous 
for its beauty and interest and she loved sharing 
it with other people. Gardening was certainly 
one of the chief joys of her old age and of that 
of her friend and gardener, Mr. Moorefo who 
had worked for and with her for many years. 
As chorister, cricketer, and churchwarden, he 

3 This was my own first motor-bicycle which I 
bought from herin 1926. It was sold later to Mr. Skears 
the plumber of Roade, who rode it for many years. 

4 In the 1914-19 War he commanded the North
amptonshire Yeomanry in France. 

had almost as many interests as Lady Ethel. 
Together they successfully grew from three 
cuttings flown from California, in 1955, several 
specimens . of Metasequoia Glyptostroboides, a 
tree, which, until recently discovered in China, 
had been known only in fossilised form. 

In some senses Lady Ethel never grew old. 
When well on in the eighties she used to insist 
on running to open the drive gate for me, as I 
drove off from her front door. One day, only 
two or three years ago, I asked her: "What do 
you do by yourself in the evenings?" "I sing 
a great deal", was her reply. About ten years 
ago she had arranged to take me to call on a 
neighbour in the village. After luncheon she 

Reproduced by courtesy of the 
Northamptonshire Evening Telegraph 

LADY ETHEL WICKHAM WITH MR. MOORE, 
HER GARDENER FOR 64 YEARS, LOOKING AT 

THE METASEQUOIA CUTTINGS 

5 Northamptonshire Evening Telegraph, 17 July, 
1961. 

6 Mr. Moore was only a few years younger than 
Lady Ethel. He died in 1960 at the age of 91. 
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suddenly said : "You go on ahead of me. I'm 
going to listen to the Oaks on the wireless". 
Twenty minutes later she walked round smiling 
in a beautiful cherry-coloured silk jockey-cap 
given to her by her husband many years before. 
At the age of 94 she was elected as President 
of the Peterborough Agricultural Show and the 
cordial reception she had from the farmers at 
the luncheon on that occasion gave her great 
pleasure. She had, of course, other interests 
too numerous to mention here. 

Death came to her last spring with merciful 
swiftness. She was just ready to go for a drive 
when she fell in her hall, was picked up in
sensible, and died a few hours later without 
recovering consciousness. She is survived by 
her younger daughter, Mrs. Hodgson,7 and two 
grandchildren. . 

When a contingent of the American Air Force 
was quartered at Polebrooke in the 1939-1945 
war, Miss Mary Wickham was very good to 
the young officers. On leaving England they 
sent her an illuminated address with touching 
words of gratitude-concluding with a tribute 
to Lady Ethel which will perhaps be the fittest 
words with which I can end this very inadequate 
account of one whom I, in common with so 
many others, have loved and admired for very 
many years. 

"We should also like to offer tribute to your 
mother, the Lady Ethel, for through this cloth 
of friendship you have so painstakenly woven 
these many months, we have detected the golden 
thread placed in the pattern by her gentle hands. 
We deem ourselves most fortunate and honored 
to have known Lady Ethel, for to us, genuine 
grace and nobility hithertofore existed only in 
dashing tales of the Arthurian Legend". 

JOAN ,WAKE. 

7 I am greatly indebted to Mrs. HQdgson for much help in .the preparation of this article . 

• 

In Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. I, No. 6, pp. 19-38, appeared an article by Shelagh 
M. Lewis on the Coxes of Northamptonshire, the well known family of stone carvers. Miss Lewis 
cited an advertisement (p. 23) from the Northampton Mercury of 1762, from which she deduced 
that William Cox spent some time in London. This is confirmed by a correspondent (Mr. Henry 
Hallam) who discovered in Holywell Church hear St. Ives, Hunts. a monument to "Henry 
Parrott, clerk, 35 years Rector of the Parish, and his wife Catherine, youngest daughter of Sir 
Wm.. Halford of Welham in the County of Leicester". The monument was erected in 1757, and 
is signed "Wm Cox fecit London". It is of the pyramidal type associated with William Cox. 

It may also be mentioned that the monument to Mrs. Hester Raynsford (nee Isham) 
formerly at Faxton (Item 45, p. 36) has, since the. demolition of the church, been re-erected in 
the Isham Chapel at Lamport by Colonel Raynsford and Sir Gyles Isham. 
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CHARLES I AND THE REVIVAL OF FOREST LAW 

IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE! 

THE royal forests of Rockingham, Salcey and Whittlewood were medieval hunting preserves 
frequently visited by our early kings, but by 1635 their character had changed. The oppressive 
forest law had lost its sting as the forest courts became obsolescent; the swanimotes, the lesser 
courts, pad declined into formality and no Justice Seat or Forest Eyre had been held in North
amptonshire since 1556. On the other hand the government had been taking a greater interest 
in the forests as sources of timber and revenue. The underwood was more regularly sold or 
farmed, trespassers were fined in the Exchequer Court, assart lands were sold in fee-farm, and 
in 1628 most of the woodland of Rockingham Forest was alienated to raise funds to relieve La 
Rochelle. At the same time the population of many forest villages was being inflated by the 
victims of agrarian change in other parts of Northamptonshire. 

This briefly was the situation when Charles I attempted to reimpose forest law and to 
extend the boundaries of the forests as an expedient to raise revenue without recourse to 
Parliament. Northamptonshire was acutely affected. Along with ship-money, compulsory knight
hood and various new impositions this revival of forest law has been regarded as a cause of dis
affection before the Civil Wars. Clarendon wrote " ... the old laws of the forests were revived, 
by which not only great fines were imposed but great annual rents intended . . . which lighted 
most on persons of honour, who thought themselves above ordinary oppressions, and were there
fore like to remember them with more sharpness"2. Correr described ship-money and the new 
exactions, but considered the "question of the forests is more difficult and more odious. It seems 
to be a question of depriving men of their property which they have held for many centuries 
without the Crown raising any claim"3. 

It was odious and was certainly difficult, for it involved two aspects which have not always 
been distinguished. Justice . Seats were the recognised, if obsolescent, method of prosecuting 
major offenders against forest law,4 and although the fines imposed by the Earl of Holland, Chief 
Justice of the Forests, were absurdly high, there could be no legal objection to the holding of a 
Justice Seat. However, the arbitrary reversion to the early medieval perambulations with the 
intention of compounding with land owners for the· disafforestation of their property, was 
extremely difficulty to justify. 

Although the revival of forest law was an attempt to improve revenue from the forests, 
the Earl of Holland's 'odious' activities seem to have originated in a court quarrel.5 In 1634 
Holland held a Justice Seat for the Forest of Dean thereby to embarrass' Lord Portland by fining 
heavily two of his dependants for felling timber illegally. Factious interests could thus shelter 

1 This article is based on part of an Oxford D.Phil. 
thesis, P. A. J. Pettit, "The Economy of the North
amptonshire Royal Forests, 1558-1714". The follow
ing are the principal abbreviations used in footnotes; 
for other references, see the above thesis. 
Cal.S.P. Calendar of State Papers. 
N.R.O. Northamptonshire Record Office. 
S.P. State Papers in the Public Record Office. 
C. Chancery Papers in the Public Record 

Office. 
E. Exchequer Papers in the Public Record 

Office. 

2 Edw. Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, A History of the 
Rebellion and · Civil Wars in England (1826 edn.), 
i, 120. 

3 Cal.S.P. Venetian, 1636-9., p.299. Anzola Correr's 
"Relation of England" 24 Oct. 1637. 

4 J. Manwood, A Treatise and Discourse of the 
Laws of the Forest (1665 edn.), p.485 et seq. Justice 
Seats were held for Waltham Forest, 1631, and for 
Windsor Forest, 1632, without exciting general oppo
sition. 

5 Cal.S.P.Domestic, 1633-4, pp. ix, x; Cal.S.P. 
Venetian, 1632-6, pp.IOO, 220-2; S. R. Gardiner, 
History of England, 1603-42, (1884), vii, 362-5. 
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behind royal service and Holland probably hoped to exploit this demonstration of his own zeal 
in maintaining the King's prerogative. Portland saved himself from open implication in the 
offences by deserting his clients, but if Holland's strategem failed in its original intention, it .was 
still capable of far-reaching developments. 

The Attorney. General Noy, "a perfect royalist ... inventing various methods of extortion, 
though under pretence of a breach of ancient and obsolete laws", has been attributed by Clarendon 

. with the idea of restoring forest law.6 He, however, died on 9th August, 1634. Whether his 
ingenuity was in part responsible or not, the potentialities of the device were soon appreciated. 
On August 15th a writ summoned a swanimote for Waltham Forest (Essex) in preparation for 
the Earl of Holland's coming in October.7 The overbearing methods employed at this Justice 

. Seat to extend the forest to include most of Essex were fully described in a statement by Robert 
Earl of Warwick.s No further Justice Seat was held in 1634, but similar treatment was already 
prepared for Northamptonshire. Correr wrote in November: "In the present shortness of money 
they do not stick at further subtle devices to supply monetry emergencies. The two counties of 
Essex and 'Notumbri' [Northamptonshire] are found to have been ancient forests belonging to 
the Crown". 9 The King claimed that the alienation of land in them had been illegal, but offered 
to compound with land holders upon a payment of twenty per cent-presumably of the annual 
value. This was naturally refused, and as the situation became dangerously embittered, the 
Essex Justice Seat was successively adjourned into the summer ·of 1635. Yet the Earl of Holland 
pursued his purpose with vigour, and it was generally rumoured that all English counties except 
three would be declared forest. lo In August he sat for a whole week at Winchester keeping Justice 
Seat for the New Forest and other Hampshire Forests.1l On 31st August proceedings were 
commenced for Northamptonshire and a year later for the three Oxfordshire forests. Normally 
each court proceeded by adjournment for several years . 

................ ................ 

In Northamptonshire there were parallel proceedings for the three forests. Firstly the 
swanimote courts which had long been formal were endued with new life and purpose. From 
1635 to 1639 they met regularly three times a year, and their rolls remain a valuable source of 
information whep studying the revival of forest law. I2 The meeting of the swanimotes in June, 
1635 caused a great stir in the forest villages. Edward Lord Montagu described a "swanimote 
court kept at Weldon [Little Weldon] on the 9th of June last, for the bailiwicks. of Rockingham 
and Brigstock, where there was a great appearance of many hundreds of people ... When I saw 
so many poor people brought in upon attachments, crowding all day in the sun, kept fasting and 
losing their day labour, I thought of that in pzra X, 13 ... "13 

At the swanimotes were assembled all the forest officers, free tenants living within the 
forest (from whom the jury was drawn), a reeve and four men from each forest village, and those 
attached for offences. All the names of those attending the courts, as well as delinquents with 
their amerciaments for non-attendance, were entered at the beginning of the swanimote roll. 
Presentments for relatively minor offences constituted the main work of the swanimote. The 
keepers, verderers ·and regarders presented the lawbreakers who were convicted, and in some 
instances recognisances were taken for them to appear at the next Justice Seat. The presentments 
normally began with those attached for ~illing or stealing the King's deer; then followed a variety 

6 Gal.S.P. Venetian, 1632-6, p.265. Clarendon, op, 
cit. i. 501. 

7 Gal.S.P.Domestic, 1634-5, p.189; C. 99/100 ff. 
la, 2. 

8 Gal.S.P.Domestic, 1634-5, pp. xix-xxii, printed 
in full. 

9 Gal.S.P. Venetian, 1632-6, p.299. 
10 Ed. W. Notestein, The Journal of Sir Simonds 

D'Ewes, p.104; Gal.S.P. Venetian, 1632-6, p.337, 
Correr to Doge and Senate, November 1634; the 
three were Kent, Surrey and Sussex. 

11 Gal.S.P.Domestic, 1635, p.130; ed. W. Knowler, 
Strafford's Letters and Dispatches, i. 463, Garrard to 
Lord Deputy, 1 Sept. 1635. 

12 They exist in C 99/60, 72 for Rockingham, C 99/ 
97, 104-5 for Whittlewood, and C 99/80, 2, 3 for. 
Salcey Forest. 

13 Hist. Mss. Comm. Buccleuch Mss. iii, 371, Edw. 
Lord Montagu to his brother Lord Manchester. 
Ezra X, 13: "But the people are many .... , and we 
are not able to stand without, neither is this a work 
of one day or two: for we are many that have trans
gressed in this thing". 
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of offences, such as destroying or carrying away wood, commoning sheep, unringed pigs or in 
other ways abusing rights of common, or making small enclosures in the forest. At the June 
swanimote these presentments varied in number from seventeen for Brigstock Bailiwick to forty
seven for Whittlewood Forest, but at the following swanimotes there were considerably fewer, if 
any. The swanimote rolls containing these presentments were retained and presented at the 
Justice Seat for the imposition of fines. In each forest there were also a host of presentments for 
minor damage to the vert and cutting of the greenwood. Salcey Forest produced as many as 123 
such offenders, mainly 'poor people' -an interesting social comment on the area. These were 
invariably fined fourpence by the court and provided a bond fortheir future good conduct towards 
the forest. 

Meanwhile writs had been directed to the officers of the respective forests requiring them 
to make a regard.14 Originally a triennial inspection of trespasses committed in the forest, the 
regard as such had long fallen into desuetude. Now the keepers under oath were again to lead the 
twelve regarders (all gentry from forest villages) through every walk of the forest to view all 
offences. These included assarts, wastes and purprestures15 and various other encroachments of 
forest rights, particularly the private felling of timber and underwood. The regarders' present
ments were made in swanimotes held on September 14th (for Cliffe Bailiwick on June 10th), and 
were enrolled with the other presentments to be laid before the Chief Justice of the Forests. It 
was the regarders' presentments which received the heaviest fines to be discussed later. 

Justice Seats were scenes of almost regal pomp. The Earl of Holland was to be supported 
by five judges, including Sir John Finch, Chief Justice of Common Pleas, who made himself 
conspicuous by his unbending zeal in forest causes,16 and fifteen members of the county gentry 
formed a grand jury. The court was first to sit for Whittlewood at Whitfield on 31st August, 
for Salcey at Salceyon 1st September, and for Rockingham Forest at King's Cliffe the following 
day.17 On 28th August the undersheriff learnt that .the Earl of Holland was unable to attend the 
opening of the Justice Seat in per&on, but Sir Francis Crawley, a Judge of Common Pleas, was to 
be present to receive the rolls of presentments and to adjourn the courts to Northampton in the 
following spring.ls No actual account of the Northamptonshire Justice Seats is extant, but it is 
evident that the courts proceeded by several adjournments and that the fines were not imposed 
until 1637. According to Garrard, 'About September 20th [in fact the 18th] my Lord of Holland 
went to keep his great court of Justice in Eyre both in Northamptonshire and in Oxfordshire. 
Against Rockingham Forest were found many great tre~passers; my Lord was assisted by five 
judges-Bridgeman, Finch, Trevor, Jones and Crawley; and those who were found guilty were 
soundly fined'.19 Some fines were indeed spectacular reaching £20,000. As these were entered in 
the margins of the swanimote and regarders' rolls, they may be considered in detail. 

Offenders convicted in the swanimote generally received relatively light fines. Deer
stealers were fined £10-£20; fines varying from £2-£20 were imposed for offences touching 
common and for wood thefts. Mount joy, Earl of Newport, was fined £20 for having a 'deer-leap' 
in Fotheringhay Park, and several villages were charged £5 for stealing oak trees for may poles. 
Presentments for succeeding swanimotes also received fines, and some considerably heavier. This 
was particularly so with the purlieu hunters of Whittlewood, who seem to have been challenging 
the re-enforcement of forest law . John Dayrell of Langport, gent" was fined £ 1 00 for entering 
the purlieus of Henwood and other disafforested places adjoining the forest, accompanied by 
twelve men armed with guns and four greyhounds, with which they hunted the deer towards the 
forest, forestalled and killed them.20 

14 C 99/73, 84. 
15 'Assart' -the conversion of woodland to arable 

or pasture. 'Waste' -the unlicensed felling of wood 
or timber. 'Purpresture'-an enclosure, esp. a new 
bullding within the forest. 

16 D'Ewes op. cit. p.176. 
17 C 99/100 f.5. 

18 Hist. Mss. Comm. Buccleuch Mss. iii, 374, 5. 
Undersheriff to Lord Montagu. 

19 Strafford op. cit. ii, 117. 
20 C 99/104 f.3 no. 17. Purlieus were lands excluded 

from the perambulation in the 13th century; hunting 
in these was permissible under certain conditions, 
but it was an offence to forestall deer. 
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However the regarders' presentments are more interesting. Purprestures are described 
and listed for each forest except Cliffe Bailiwick; the new house or extension was described under 
the number of bays it contained, the date of its erection and the name of its occupier. £3 was .the 
normal fine for a purpresture. The regarders of Rockingham Forest failed to view-or at least to 
enumerate-the assarts in their respective bailiwicks (probably because there were no recent 
ones), and the list for Whittlewood covers only four villages. Yet it is clear from the lists for 
Whittlewood and Salcey that there had been very few recent assarts, and any fines imposed were 
for the enclosing of ancient assarts, keeping sheep or felling timber upon them; such fines were 
small. The inevitable miscellaneous group of petty offences included the maintenance of rabbit 
warrens and the digging of pits in the forest waste by potters of Potterspury. A large number of 
keepers and lesser forest officers, amongst whom Sir J ohn Wake was conspicuous, were fined for 
keeping or allowing cattle in young coppices, for making small enclosures, or for appropriating 
timber and undue brousewood. 

The more serious fines were imposed on senior forest officers and the grantees of woodland. 
The regard had simply presented details of trees felled or spoils committed without enquiring 
whether they were authorised or not. For example, Robert and Andrew Treswell were presented 
for cutting and selling 890 oaks worth £240 between 1629-31 in Salcey Forest, 'by what warrant 
we know not'.21 They were accordingly fined £600. In fact the Treswells were Surveyors General 
of Woods who had sold dotard oaks to raise revenue for the crown. Other heavy fines were imposed 
on forest officers, or their executors when deceased, for fellings of timber authorised by Exchequer 
warrants. Amongst other fines imposed on the executors of Peter Broughton and Cuthbert Ogle, 
former woodwards, was £2,000 for destroying two coppices in order to enlarge Wakefield Lawn, 
although this had been authorised and investigated 35 years previously.22 Sir Giles Mompesson, 
who had received a commission to sell £25,000 worth of dotard oaks throughout the country in 
1617, was fined a total of £3,30023. As Whittlewood and Salcey had not been alienated, forest 
officers were fined for more offences connected with these forests than with Rockingham. 

The heaviest penalties fell on the grantees of forest land, and these were in Rockingham 
Forest. Robert, Earl of Salisbury was convicted of assarting 2,200 acres of Brigstock Parks in 
1604, destroying the greenwood and a thousand deer, and converting the Parks to twenty-four 
separate closes. His heir was fined £20,000, although his father had had a pardon from J ames I. 24 
Mary, Countess Dowager, and the Earl of Westmorland were together fined_ approximately 
£19,000 for numerous offences in Cliffe Bailiwick, mainly the cutting of oaks and underwood 
previously granted to them.25 Garrard wrote that Sir Christopher Hatton was fined £12,000, 
but the fines on the regarders' rolls only total about £7,386 for cutting underwood and timber 
in Gretton, Weldon and Corby Woods granted away by Elizabeth.26 The Earl of Peterborough, 
Thomas Lord Brudenell and Sir Lewis Tresham were together fined £5,000 for similar off~nces 
in Farmen Woods; £3,470 was placed on Edward Lord Montagu; £3,000 on the Earl of Newport; 
£1,600 on the Earl of Warwick, and there were many other substantial fines. 

If the collecting of such fines had been feasible, it would have meant a most welcome windfall 
to the hardpressed Treasury. The estimated total placed on offenders from Rockingham Forest 
was £67,000, from Whittlewood £9,900, and from Salcey £4,400. The momentous impact of 
such fines and their repercussions on a heavily indebted aristocracy need not be emphasised. 
Yet these totals fail to include money intended to be paid as composition for the disafforestation 
of lands claimed to be within the ancient perambulations of the forests . 

................ ................ 

This extension of the forest boundaries was the second and even less justifiable aspect of 
the revival of forest law. Under baronial pressure Edward I had been compelled to accept new-

21 C 99/83 f.15 no. 170; S.P. 16/69 f.34. 
22 C 99/105 f.9 no. 18; E 178/1701. 
23 C 99/60, 83 f.15, 105 f.10; E 101 /539/4 for copy 

of patent and details of sale in Northamptonshire. 

24 C 99/60 f.16; Strafford op. cit. ii, 117. 
25 C 99/60 fos. 19-21. 
26 C 99/60 fos. 12, 13; Strafford op. cit. ii, 117. 
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perambulations made in 1299 and 1300 which severely limited the extent of the forests. 27 These 
perambulations remained the accepted bounds of the forests for over three centuries until the 

. Earl of Holland questioned their legality. Northamptonshire witnessed this formally in September 
1637. With some exaggeration Garrard asserted that 'the bounds of the forest of Rockingham are 
increased from six miles to sixty'. 28 This reversion to the maximum medieval perambulations 
may be observed in the swanimote rolls from 1637 onwards, for these list all forest villages required 
to send a reeve and four men to the court and they also name delinquents. The extension of Salcey 
was most spectacular; there the six forest villages were increased to forty-two. Formal perambu
lations confirming the extension of the forests were made later-for Rockingham in August 1638 
and for Sa1cey and Whittlewood in June 1639. The extent of the reafforested land may be seen 
on the accompanying map. . 

Those who found their lands suddenly burdened with the restrictions of forest law were 
naturally loath to accept the new perambulation. At the swanimote for Brigstock and Rockingham 

. on 17th September 1638 at leaSt ten villages were amerced for failure to send a reeve and four 
men; others atten~ed but refused to take the oath. Delinquency was most obvious in the enlarged 

. Sa1cey Forest. At the Hanslope swanimote of December 1638 thirteen villages were each fined 
forty shillings for failing to send representatives, and the reeves and men appointed by thirteen 
other villages were also amerced for not attending the court. It is noticeable that the most obstinate 
villages were those dominated by a member of the geritry or nobility rather than peasant villages. 
Although suit of court was their immediate liability, there were few cases of reafforested villagers 
being presented for breaches of forest law. Rather the real and undisguised motive for the ex-
tension of the forests was to . compound with land owners for disafforestation. -

This intention, obvious from 1634, was delayed until 1637 and the legal reversion to the 
13th century perambulation. On 4th November commissioners were appointed to compound with 
all who had committed any encroachments or offences in the forests of Dean, Essex, Rockingham, 
Whittlewood and Sa1cey for their pardon and the disafforestation of their land.29 In the April 
following the commissioners directed constables of the hundreds within Rockingham Forest to 
inform all land owners that they may attend London House where the commissioners were 
sitting weekly, with details of the land for which they wished to compound. The constables were 
also to make a return of all landowners, their addresses and the quantity and value of their lands,30 
Meanwhile the Earl of Holland had sent further instructions to Sir Charles Harbord, Surveyor 
General. On supplication of the landholders of ~ockingham Forest the King intended to accept 
a reasonable composition for the disafforestation of their lands, retaining only the Bailiwicks of 
Rockingham, Brigstock and Cliffe, or such part of them as was necessary for the King's pleasure. 
With the advice of the forest officers Harbord was personally to set out metes and bounds of the 
bailiwicks to remain forest.3I A copy of such proposed 'New Bounds' survives for Cliffe Bailiwick 
and shows that the keepers hoped for a considerable accession of private woods and lands to the 
bailiwick which had traditionally been outside the perambulation.32 

A number of Northamptonshire landowners did compound for disafforestation and . 
pardon, paying a total of £6,560; £15,460 was likewise raised from the Forest of Dean; numerous 
small land owners helped to raise the Essex total to £16,647. A few warrants were also ordered 
for the disafforestation of property in other counties, but if the composition fees were ever paid 
they have not been separately recorded. The total national revenue from this source, .£38,667, 
can hardly have compensated for the indignatio~ engendered.33 

. Most of the twenty odd gentle and noblemen compounding from Northamptonshire (named 
in the Appendix) did so for wooded lands lying adjacent to the accepted boundaries of Rockingham 

27 Ed. G. J. Turner, Select Pleds of the Forest, 
Introduction; C. Petit-Dutaillis, Studies and Notes 
Supplementary to Stubbs' Constitutional History, Vol. 
ii; M. L. Bazeley, "The Extent of the English Forest 
. . . ", Trans.R.Hist.Soc. 4th Series, iv (1921), pp. 
140-72. 

28 Strafford, op. cit. ii, 117. 
29 Patent Rolls , 13 Charles I, Pt.14, Dors.6. 

30 S.P. 16/387/45; no return has been found. 
31 S.P. 16/384 p.2. 
32 N.R.O. F.H.3145. 
33 Totals are compiled from Exchequer Receipt 

Books, E 401 /2457-63, and Breviates of Receipt, E 
401 /2336,7,40; see also "An Entry Book of Warrants 
and Orders", E 403/3042. 
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Forest, and very few were for land included within the perambulation by the Earl of Holland, but 
so far from the main centres of woodland as to appear absurd. The composition fees included a 
pardon for trespasses; thus the Earl of Salisbury who had been fined £20,000 compounded for 
£3,000 in three annual instalments~and only paid one of these.34 However the Auditors' Receipt 
Books give no hint of payment of other fines for which no composition was made. 'Yet in May 
1638 Holland appointed Richard Batten, already engaged in a similar duty in Essex, to demand 
and receive the fines imposed on delinquents in the Northamptonshire forests.35 Yet he seems to 
have devoted most of his labours to Essex where he was authorised to imprison those who refused 
to pay; by 1640 many fines were still unpaid and he was ordered to adopt more rigorous methods.36 
In early 1641 a Mr. Keeling was endeavouring to collect fines placed on the officers of Whittle
wood.3? Neither Batten's nor Keeling'~ accounts ' can be discovered, probably as they paid their 
receipts for petty fines to the Chief Justice of the Forests rather than to the Exchequer . 

......... . ...... ................ 

Compared with the fines imposed, totalling over £80,000 in Northamptonshire, any such 
receipts-even with the composition fees for disafforestation and pardon-were relatively small. 
One obvious reason was that the calling of Parliament and the 'Act for the Certainty of the Forests' 
(1641) preceded a settlement of the business. Meanwhile, negotiations for the mitigation of the 
fines and for the determination of claims to various rights in the forests, were being conducted. 
The majority of these claims were made through Edward Osley, Attorney, and were heard by 
Richard Lane, Attorney to the Prince of Wales, as the Earl of Holland's deputy.3s They were 
claims to various offices and their perquisites, to grants of woodland, to feudal privileges or com
mon rights for land which was precisely described. With slight discrepancies these claims survive 
in two forms.39 In Chancery Forest Proceedings there ,are large bundles of separate membranes 
containing 72 claims for Rockingham Forest, 39 for Whittlewood and 52 for Sa1cey; enrolments 
of most of these also exist in the same series. Some of the claims were still pending in 1641,40 and 
they were not invariably allowed (although that is the clear supposition to be drawn from their 
use in later legal arguments). Allowance of the claims meant mitigation of the fines, but no oppor
tunity was missed of finding some legal flaw in order to retain the fine. For example, the Countess 
of Westmorland's claim to the lease of certain coppice woods and scantlings, under a patent of 
J ames I, was overruled because the Countess, in drawing her title as executrix of the late Earl of 
Westmorland, had failed to prove his will in a court of probate.41 

The course of procedure to evade these fines can be traced most clearly in the case of the 
Westmorlands. Among their papers are a draft statement and a memorial concerning the business.42 
The Countess had been directed to show the total expenditure on Westhay and Morehay, which, 
including patents, rents, repairs and keepers' wages for twenty years, amounted to £1l,458.9.0~ 
Then followed a list of seven offences for which reasons for mitigation were offered. For instance, 
she was fined £50 for enclosing Colsters; but it was claimed that other,land had been conveyed 
to the Crown in exchange, and Colsters had been enclosed by the express words of the patent 
for the making of a red deer park. Other presentments still depended on claims for the lease of 
coppice woods and scantlings. The great trees presented to have been felled by the Countess 
numbered 2,103; but it was provc9. that 1,260 of these had been taken by the King's tenants as 
'boots', leaving only 840 great trees and 1,198 small trees to be accounted for. Comparing these 
figures with the acreages of the coppice woods, they were shown to be trivial-less than one small 
tree to each acre and one large tree to every two acres taken over a course of twenty years. Four 
affidavits were offered to prove that the covert was better preserved than before the Crown's 
alienation of the woods, and the Woodward's Accounts were quoted to show that th~ Crown 

34 Cal.S.P.Domestic, 1638-9, p.171; Hatfield House 
Mss. L. 89/11. 

35 S.P. 16/384, p.11. 
36 Ibid. pp.24, 88. 
37 Ibid. pp.107-9. 
38 S.P. 16/384 p.12. 
39 Rockingham~bundles, C 99/56; enrolments, C 

99/57-9; Whittlewood-C. 99/94,5; Salcey-C 99/ 
78, 9. Abbreviated transcripts of t4e bundles exist in 
Bridges' Collection, Bodleian Mss. Top. Northants 
C.8. 

40 S.P. 16/384 pp.107-9. 
41 N.R.O. W(A) 4 VII 3. 
42 Ibid . . 
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had formerly made considerably less profit than the £100 a year reserved rent. Apparently most 
of the fines were mitigated, for a memorial of the Earl (dated after the Countess's death in April 
1640) shewed that fines totalling £5,286 had been reduced to £278. The general wording of 
presentments was exploited, he claimed, to uphold other fines. So the Earl petitioned the King 
for a pardon of the fines thus "unjustly" imposed and for a warrant to maintain his red deer 
park. A later note added in the Earl's own hand stated, "This was allowed and granted as desired". 
In such ways the fines were reduced, evaded or-as in the Earl of Salisbury's case-a composition 
was arranged. ' 

................. ................ 

As a means of improving revenue the revival of forest law proved largely abortive. Yet 
even if Charles I did not extort from his subjects "those enormous sums with which history has 
credited his memory, he allowed himself for the sake of a few thousand pounds, to be regarded 
as a greedy and litigious landlord rather than as a just ruler or as a national king" .43 The general 
indignation is well reflected in a draft memorandum surviving amongst the Brudenell Mss.,44 
headed "Reasons to induce His Majesty not to enlarge his forest of Rockingham, but to keep it 
according to the old perambulation of 27 Edward I". After speaking in scathing terms about the 
submission made at the last Justice Seat by "one that hath neither interest in the country nor 
understood the subjects' rights", reasons were propounded for limiting the forests. The keepers 
could maintain ten thousand deer in the traditional three bailiwicks, which was more than necessary 
in a remote forest seldom visited by the King. The gentry found the forest yoke falling most 
heavily on them, and twenty or thirty gentlemen would leave their family seats rather than suffer 
such 'slavery'. The new perambulation afforested thirty towns and villages which contained very 
little woodland; in fact eighteen or twenty of these would together not add 200 acres of wood to the 
forest. Heavy clays and a shortage of running water made Rockingham and Brigstock Bailiwicks 
illfitted for breeding deer. Further the whole neighbourhood was totally dependant for fuel upon 
the forest and the gentlemen's woods adjacent; but the forest had been ruined by commoners' 
abuses and the private woodland would be similarly destroyed if it were made forest. Nor was 
this all, the farmers of the extensive fields and meadows reafforested would become eligible for 
common rights within the forest woodland to the utter destruction of woods and deer, while the 
deer could not profit from the distant open country to be included within the forest bounds. 
The King was therefore petitioned to retain the long received perambulation of 27 Edward I. 

In Whittlewood protests against this arbitrary exploitation of the royal prerogative seem 
to have been expressed more violently. In 1640 the Lieutenant of the forest wrote to Lord Spencer, 
Master of the Game: "We are assaulted on every side of the forest by deer-stealers and purlieu 
men who will destroy the game if your Lordship continue silent one year more" .45 The particular 
offenders were those who had recently had their purlieus made free warren, and the alleged 
intention was to destroy the game so that the King might be more willing to sell the forest. 

Discontent was clear and vocal, and as another example of the quasi-legal methods of 
extortion which the King was prepared to adopt, the Earl of Holland's activities may have been 
a contributary cause of the Civil Wars. Yet the imposition of heavy fines was not in itself sufficient 
to make a Parliamentarian. ln fact the vast majority of the gentry and aristocracy fined at the 
Justice Seats or compounding for the disafforestation of their lands proved to be Royalists.46 
However, prominent amongst the remedial legislation of the Long Parliament was the 'Act for 
the Certainty of the Forests'in which 'the King departed from his own ... right (which would 
a year before have been purchased at the price of at least two hundred thousand pounds) without 
a murmur'.47 New perambulations of the forests were made as they were in 20 James I, with the _ 
exclusion of any land recently disafforested.48 Copies of these perambulations were retained by 

Committee for Compounding. 
47 Clarendon, op. cit. i, 501. 

43 Gardiner, op. cit. viii, 86. 
44 N.R.O. Brud. E xxiii 21. 

. 45 S.P. 16/463/16. 
46 Based on names appearing in the Calendar of the 

48 Surprisingly there is no evidence of perambula
tions for Whittlewood and Salcey. 
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the most important families in Rockingham Forest as securities against a repetition of the Earl of 
Holland's action. 

As well as extending the area under .forest law and prosecuting offenders, the Chief Justice 
of the Forests showed greater diligence in the exercise of administrative rights appertaining to 
his office, which had been almost a sinecure. He personally granted Thomas Dove a licence to 
hawk, ordered a general search of Kettering for guns, bows and nets used to kill the game, and 
authorised the sale of alienated coppices after deliberately consulting the verderers.49 Yet it may 
be claimed that the revival-or rather exploitation-of forest law was the coup de grace to the 
regular administration of even that atrophied form of forest law which existed previously. After 
the Restoration it was little more than an antiquarian surVival and the source of dubious legal 
arguments amongst the owners of forest land. 

PHILIP PETTIT 

ApPENDIX 

Northamptonshire Composition Fees paid into the Exchequer 
for Disafforestation and Pardon, 1635-164050 

Date of Receipt Name Location of Disafforested Land Money Paid 

22 March 1638 Lady Mary Wootton Paulerspury Park £100 
Easter Term 1638 Edw. Palmer Stoke Doyle 160 

" 
Sir Robt. Cecil Wakerley . 250 

" 
William Tresham Newton 100 

" 
William Tresham ? 100 

" . Lewis Watson Rockingham Park, manors of 
Cotton and Gretton 250 

" 
Geoffrey Palmer Carleton and Easthall 100 

" 
Sir Chris. Hatton Pipewell Woods, etc. 610 

" 
Robert Kirkham Fineshed . 100 (200) 

" 
Sir Edw. Watson Stoke Albany Park . 30 

11 Feby. 1639 John Norwich Brampton. 400 
9 April 1639 Moses Tryon Harringworth . 800 

27 June 1639 Edw. Lord Montagu Boughton, Weekley 500 
10 July 1639 Earl of Peterborough Sudborough, Lowick, Drayton, 

Islip, Slipton, Grafton Under-
wood, Cranford, Aldwinckle 200 (800) 

13 July 1639 Sir Lewis Tresham Liveden, Churchfield 200 
20 July 1639 Henry Lord Spencer Wicken, Leckhamstead . 200 

7 August 1639 Earl of Bedford Thornhaugh, Wansford . 200 
30 Nov. 1639 Chris. Yelverton Easton Maudit 200 
30 Nov. ' 1639 Thomas Bayley -and 

Roger Thrupp Roade 10 
180ct. 1639 Lord Brudenell Deene, Deenethorpe, Kirby . 400 
19 Oct. 1639 John Norton Cotterstock, Glapthorn, Southwick 50 
12 Dec. 1639 Earl of Peterborough as above 600 (800) 
21 Feby. 1640 Earl of Salisbury Brigstock Parks 1,000 (3,000) 

Total £6,560 

(9 S.P. 16/384, pp. 30, 33, 35, 38. 
50 Compiled from Receipt Books, E 401 /2457-63, 

and Breviates of Receipt, E 401 /2336, 37, 40, Entry 

Book of Warrants & Orders, E 403/3042, and N.R.O. 
SS/4170. Figures in Brackets indicate total compo
sition fee to be paid by instalments. 
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DRAYTON HOUSE 

1880-1926 

RECOLLECTIONS OF A GRANDSON 

ANY recollections of Drayton in the bygone age of 1880 to 1920 must of necessity be chiefly of 
its occupants .and visitors, and above all of the House itself, one of the most beautiful in North
amptonshire. "Easy to talk about, almost impossible to describe, .... large as.it is it has the 
indefinable feeling of being dwelt in and loved",! for remember, since 1361, it has never been let 
or sold, and has always been lived in. Here Mrs. Stopford Sackville2 presided over a large family 
of relations, and her son, Mr. Stopford Sackville, outside his enormous commitments as, at 
different times, Conservative Member of Parliament for North Northamptonshire, Chairman of 
the Northamptonshire County Council, Chairman of Quarter Sessions, High Sheriff, Colonel of 
the Northamptonshire Militia, Chairman of the Board of Guardians, and so on, was at home 
par excellence the adored u:ncle,-Uncle Sack, as we used to caU him.3 ,Se;> any account that can 
be remembered of those far-off days may begin with the arrival of a family party at St. Pancras 
Station en route for Kettering and Twywell by the Midland Railway, so as to visit Pridgeon, in 
charge of the ladies' waiting room at St. Pancras; a former nurse to the young ladies of Drayton 
in the 40's and 50's. True, Twywell was nearer to Drayton than Thrapston, but unquestionably 
the journey was sometimes via Kettering and not ,Northampton, in order that dear Pridgeon 
might see some of her young ladies' children. Well then, comes or rather came another consider
ation. Shall we go by the London and North Western Railway to Northampton, and then up 
the Peterborough branch to Thrapston and hire a fly for the three miles to "Gran", or shall we 
go via Kettering and Twywell and be met by the Drayton carriage with only a two mile drive, 
if s9 much? But by whichever way we have travelled, at length the great moment arrives. 

We drive up to the great door, an~ in the hall waiting for us are first I'anson4 the butler, 
then Gran and Aunt Harty,5 and, when not away on County or other business Uncle Sack. 
I'anson shakes hands with us all and we hug him and Aunt Harty and Gran, who says, "Welcome, 
my dear Edward, Augustus" (or any other son in law as the case may be), "and my darling F. or 
G. or B." (also as the case may be)., "Where are the children to be, Mother ?". "Well, I thought 
as the X's are coming tomorrow I would put your noisy brood in the old nurseries, and the X's 
in the new ones". In either case there is joy. The old nurseries are panelled in lovely oak and 
look out to the front, and we can get on the leads .or up to Aunt Harty, and, although we do not 
know it as children, there is a door from the bedroom into the Chapel. Or we may be in the new 
nursery up some steps on top of the dining room or Hall (and we don't know that either), with 
windows looking over the court yard, with the bedroom near the stone staircase, and a bath roo~. 

1 See N. V. Stopford' S~ckville, Dray ton House, 
(1939) p.85, and Country Life. ." 

2 Caroline Harriet Stopford Sackville, daughter of 
the Hon. George Germain and niece of Lord George 
Germain, 1st Viscount Sackville of Drayton who in 
1815 succeeded his cousin as the 5th Duke of Dorset. 
Caroline married in 1837 William Bruce Stopford. 
I~ 1843, on the death of the Duke of Dorset, she 
inherited the Dray ton estate, and in 1870 she and 
her husband assumed the additional name and arms 
of Sackville. He died in 1872, and she on 16 January, 
1908. They had 3 sons and 7 daughters. (Complete 
Peerage and Burke). 

3 His full name was Sackville George Stop ford 
Sackville. It is almost impossible to describe him. 

He was a strikingly handsome man, of medium 
height, but; of erect and dignified bearing. The tribute 
to him during his life by Sir Ryland Adkins, a bitter 
political opponent, (Our County, byW. R. D. Adkins, 
(1893), pp.31-33), and the shorter one in The Times 
by his niece, Miss Sybil Thesiger, a few days after 
he died, really do describe his character fairly and 
without the natural prejudice of another. He died at 
the age of eighty-six in 1926. 

4 I'anson (pronounced "Ionson" with a long I) 
was butler at Drayton for many years. He died aged 
91 in 1909. 

5 Harriet Caroline, Mr~. Sackville's eldest daugh
ter. She never married, lived at Drayton with hex: 
brother after her mother's death and died in 1923. 
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How to go on ! A few of us remember as small children being allowed to come in to dinner, 
and seeing footmen on Sunday night in knee breeches and white stockings,-such an over
powering sight as to make even us dumb. Family prayers were read in the King's Dining Room,6 
the forms being brought in for the servants to sit on, opposite the family all sitting very carefully 
on the lovely chairs ranged alongside the little table with prayer books, from which Gran, or 
Aunt Harty or Uncle Sack read. 

In the summer there was an old pony, Daisy, for us to ride, but somehow riding and 
hunting seldom came our way; shooting-lots of it, and one can suppose that in all probability 
every grandson had his first shooting lesson at Drayton, rabbiting with Roots, that most friendly 
and patient of keepers and teachers. A favourite walk was either to Ladygrove at .the top of the 
park with sometimes a picnic:, and a search in the41elds for mushrooms that' had to be very carefully 
examined by nurses and mothers to see if they were not toadstools, but if passed as genuine, 
cooked for nursery tea-a glorious occasion. Then Christmas holidays toboganning down the 
sJopes in the park and across the private road to Lowick. 

Other pictures come to mind. Being taken to the blast furnaces near Islip (now long 
demolished), to see them run glowing red hot pig iron into the moulds, or a walk to Slipton to 
see the funny little steam engines running along the funny little railway with trucks of iron ore 
to those same furnaces ;-all digging by hand in those early days, one recalls. Obstreperous 
grandsons sent out from the house "to make a garden noise" on the lawn facing Gran and Uncle 
Sack's sitting rooms. Old Brown, the gardener (so far as we were concerned, since the Flood), 
keeping his best fruit for jam; Aunt Harty getting stung by bees; a journey to Northampton to 
see a review of the Northamptonshire Militia, with Uncle Sack as Colonel, and our grandmother 
there in a carriage and pair. Jolly garden parties as we grew older and were invited to stay to 
help with the guests, and through all a devoted and loving grandmother, a spinster aunt, rather 
terrifying to us when small and perhaps rather unkindly laughed at as we grew older, and then 

. finally The Uncle and The House who matched one another so perfectly. Let us try to remember 
some of his rhymes and sayings. 

A nephew runs to him having discovered a valuable book. "Uncle Sack, I've found a book 
worth £100 in the library"! "Ernest, I am not a dealer", and that was that. S.G.S.S. had a good 
knowledge of Politics, Latin, and Heraldry, and when Lord Spencer7 voted for Home Rule the 
following was produ~ed. : 

Spencer to "Dieu defend le droit"8 
Now gladly adds the «Honi Soit",9 10 

And thus for Home Rule votes recorded 
By Asquith is his worth rewarded. 
In truth I wish in safer path, 
That he had rather had the Bath, 
For theirs a Latin motto you know11 

Its "tria (Regna) junct: in uno". 

For concentrated pithiness this would be hard to beat. 

Let us now turn once again to our childish recollections. The housekeeper's room with 
the blunderbusses, the huge kitchen and its spits, the still room, where Lady Beny's12 receipts 
were still made up; then Gran having the receipt book given to her to choose the menus for the 
day and the day after, and a chat about what game was in the larder; Uncle Sack sending game 
to his relations and friends and all the hundred and one little trifles in themselves which made 

6 A beautiful room on the first floor, so called 
since J ames 1's visit to Drayton. 

7 Charles Robert, 6th Earl Spencer, K.G. 
8 The Spencer motto. 
D The motto of the Order of the Garter. 

10 Mr. Sackville, an uncompromising Unionist, 
attributed the honour to Lord Spencer's support of 
Home Rule for Ireland. . 

11 The motto of the Order of the Bath is, in English, 
"Three joined in one", and popping in the "Regna" 
completes a wonderful effect. 

12 Lady Elizabeth Germain (b.1680) was the daugh
ter of the 2nd Earl of Berkeley. She married Sir John 
Germain, owner of Drayton, in 1706, and on his 
death in 1718, succeeded to the property, dying in 
1769. 
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up so much of life for us all. Mr. Bolam13 calling about estate matters and letters to answer, for 
until 1911 there was no telephone. Then visits to Mr. and Mrs. Brewer at the dairy and a glass 
of cream if there was plenty, and Mrs. Brewer telling us she never ate butter as she had too much 
to do with it, and Mr. Brewer taking us to see the bull. Primrose League meetings in marquees 
in a field with a very satisfactory lunch as a start, and, lastly, church at Lowick, on Sunday, and 
in earliest youth, Gran driving down in a carriage and pair' with Christie and a footman on the 
box. (The horses were put up at the Rectory and the two men would come in to church just in 
time and leave shortly before the service ended). Uncle Sack used to read the lessons, having 
walked the mile down to church with brother, sisters, and nephews and nieces. Later on, and 
after the first war he would stop in the village on his way to church to be handed a buttonhole 
by Baldwin (the butler's)14 daughter before the Baldwins came to live in the house. The last 
note about S.G.S.S. shall be that he was offered the Lord Lieutenancy of Northamptonshire not 
long before he died, and refused on the grounds that he was really too old to undertake the duties 
attached thereto. He was greatly touched however by this last recognition of his worth. 

One or two points about Mrs. Stopford Sackville may be of interest. She was born in 
Waterloo year, and the 24 hour year clock in the hall at Drayton was wound up on her birthday. 
The clock is now in the Fitzwilliam Museum at Cambridge. Mrs. Sackville was married on the 
day that Queen Victoria came to the throne, and we were always told that as she came out of 
church her uncle said to l}er: "I'm ashamed, Caroline, at your marrying on the day the King 
died". And lastly, in Diamond Jubilee year (1897) Mrs. Sackville described, to your scribe and 
a cousin of his, Queen Victoria's coronation at which Mrs. Stopford, as she was then, was present 
in the Abbey. 

For the last few years of her life Mrs. SackvilIe's memory went, and every day that he 
was at home her ddest son would disappear after tea to visit her in her own rooms with true 
filial affection. 

On reading through these reminiscences one must make allowance for old age and incorrect 
recollections dimmed by the passage of time, but whatever the imperfections of the writer, of 
the time of which he has been writing, and of those whom he knew and loved there was, indeed 
must have been, a something which is no longer present in 1961. 

F.A.L. 

13 Mr. Bolam was land-agent to the Dray ton estate. last 20 years of Mr. Sackville's life. He retired about 
14 Baldwin was butler at Drayton House during the ten years after Mr. Sackville's death . 

• 

BOOK REVIEW 

VICTORIAN MINIATURE BY OWEN CHADWICK 
(Hodder & ~toughton, 25/-) 

This is a study of a stormy . relationship 
between a Squire and his Parson in the first 
half of Queen Victoria's reign. Dr. Chadwick 
discovered that both Sir John Boileau and his 
vicar, the Rev. William Wayte Andrew of 
Ketteringham, Norfolk kept diaries, which have 
happily survived~ It was, therefore, possible 
for the relationship to be studied from both 

sides, and the result is this entertaining and 
informative book. 

Both Squire and Parson were men ,of strong 
character, and on "Puseyism" their views were -
united. They were both low churchmen, and 
men of education. That did not prevent their 
having a stormy relationship. Mr. Andrew was 
an extreme Evangelical, who thought that the 
Squire by having , a dance for the Staff at the 
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Hall was leading his parishioners to perdition. 
I t is to the credit of Sir John Boileau that, 
although the vicar caused a division in his own 
family by persuading Sir John's daughter not 
to attend the dance, he never failed to attend 
Church, where the sermon· was often directed 
at the Squire's pew. 

As Dr. Chadwick points out, Mr. Andrew 
was in a stronger position than many vicars to 
wage war on the Hall. He was incumbent of 
only one parish: he had been appointed, to the 
living by the Atkyns family, before Sir John 
bought the Hall: there was no vicarage house, 
and the vicar resided outside the Squire's 
property in a house of his own: and "his private 
means, derived from the property in North
amptonshire, were substantial". It is this last 
circumstance, which gives . the book a special 
interest for Northamptonshire readers. William 
Wayte Andrew was the son of another Andrew 
with the same Christian names. The elder 
Andrew was the nephew of Robert Andrew, . 
the Squire of Harleston, and the first cousin of 
the Robert Andrew, High Sheriff in 1809, whose 
father's picture is now at r;>elapre (see p. 67). 
As Dr. Chadwick points out, the elder William 
Wayte Andrew was a disreputable person who 
"ended a prolonged course of speculation, ex
travagance and misplaced trustfulness by. going 
bankrupt". This may well have been the reason 
why Robert Andrew of Harleston left his pro
perty to his brother-in-law Col. Packe, and not 
to his first cousin, the father of the vicar of 
Ketteringham. 

In the Lady-chapel at Brixworth church is a 
tablet to William Wayte Andrew, who died in 
1826, at the age of fifty (his death was caused 
by an accident in a carriage "which he, was 
driving while intoxicated"). However, his elder 
son, and namesake, after a riding accident, 
turned his thoughts to the Ministry, and he 
made friends with the Rev. Thomas J ones, 
Rector of Creaton, who, though discouraging, 
gave him firm support and saw him through 
the shoals of ordination. Dr. Chadwick's 
description of Dr. Bathurst, the Bishop of 
Norwich, and his methods with his clergy, 
makes strange but entertaining reading. 

William Wayte Andrew and his wife (Ell en 
Wickes) are not an endearing couple, but they 
win the grudging respect of the reader, as they 
did of their parishioners. Dr. Chadwick gives 
seven pages to a v~rbatim extract from·Andrew's 
diary. It is a pity that he did not give t:p.e reader 
a similar chance to get to know the Squire, 

Sir John Boileau. One cannot quarrel with the 
narrative form adopted, when it is so adroitly 
handled, but nothing can take the place of the 
actual words of a diary for the revelation of 
character. 

There is one puzzling ~llusion to the North
ampton election of 1826. Andrew, who is said 
to have been ignorant of the difference between 
Whig and Tory, got involved in the rowdyism 
at that election, and was forced tofty from the 
George Hotel into the Church of All Saints, 
where he hid under the organ. But he had first 
heard the speeches . of (presumably) the Tory 
supporters, and was as~ed by Mr. Whiting 
"what do you think of Mr. Whitworth's speech? 
He has been to the University: why don't you 
go?" Dr. Chadwick gives, after the modern 
manner, no references, so one does not know if 
this information comes from Andrew's diary, 
even if he kept one at all at that time, or from 
some other source. Mr. Whiting is presumably, 
the Northampton monumental mason, and 
"Mr. Whitworth" must be the Northampton 
draper and banker of that name, who later 
deserted the Tories for the Whigs, when the 
latter party gained their ascendancy. Whitworth 
was certainly never at a University, nor did he 
send his son, the better known Henry Billington 
Whitworth, to such an institution. Can Whiting 

. have been pulling young Andrew's leg? At all 
events he "decided to be a gentleman, and to 
learn how to speak in publi~ like Mr. Whit
worth", according to Dr. Chadwick, so there 
is irony in the incident. 

One final note on th~ Northamptonshire 
connections of the Rev. W. W. Andrew · may 
not be out of place here. He derived his second 
Christian name from the' Wayte family of 
Brixworth, whose property there descended to 
his father. The Revd. William Wayte Andrew's 
grandmother was the daughter of 'Wayte Carr 
whose mother had been a Wayte of Brixworth, 
a family of some importance there. J runes Wayte 
who was buried in 1692 as "an old man" is 
mentioned several times in Thomas Isham~s 
Journal, 1671-3, and he appears to have kept 
one of the large Inns at Brixworth, as well as 
being a farmer and sportsman. He was hardly 
the sort of al).cestor the Vicar of Ketteringham 
would have liked to own. In a letter, dated 
June 18, 1679, the vicar of Brixworth, the 
Rev. R. R. Richardson· wrote to Sir Thomas 
Isham "James Wayte has given £16 for Sr. 
Rogue: I believe he will hardly make his money 
again' . 
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ANDREW PORTRAITS AT DELAPRE ABBEY 

AT Delapre, in the Students Reading Room, are three pictures by the Birmingham artist, James 
Millar (c. 1755-1805). The first is a Conversation piece of Robert Andrew being charged by a 
stag in Harleston Park. This amusing picture was given to the Northamptonshire Record Society 
by the executors of the late Lt. Colonel F. E. Packe, C.V.o. who died in 1953. Colonel Packe was 
a grandson of an earlier Colonel Henry Packe of the Grenadier Guards who inherited Harleston 
through the female line on the death of the last direct heir-male of the Andrew family, and sold 
it very soon afterwards to the then Earl Spencer. The Robert Andrew depicted with the stag 
was High Sheriff of Northamptonshire in 1777, and died in 1807. He married Frances Thornton 

James M illar Cc. 1755 - 1805) 

ROBERT ANDREW OF HARLESTON, died 1807 



James Millar (c. 1755 - 1805) 

ROBERT ANDREW, ESQ., OF HARLESTON, father of Robert Andrew, who married Miss Packe of Prestwold, wounded a stag in 
Harleston Park and it ran at him and took him up in the manner portrayed. 
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of the Brockhall family. Their son, the last heir-male of the Andrews of Harleston, married 
Frances Packe of the family of the Leicestershire Packes of Prestwold. 

More recently two further Andrew portraits have been hung at Delapre. They were given 
to the Northamptonshire County Council by Mr. R. Fisher of Cossington Hall, Leics.,! whose 
great-great-grandfather, the Revd. John Fisher, married in 1791 Charlotte, the third sister of 
Robert Andrew, who died in 1807. The Council appropriately decided that Delapre was the 
most suitable place to hang the pictures. One shows the same Robert Andrew whose adventure 
with the stag has alr!!ady been described. This is also signed by James MilIar. The other .portrait 
is by an unknown artist, and shows the godfather and cousin of the Robert Andrew who died in 
1807. The earlier Robert was Squire of Harleston, and, at his death in 1739 without issue, he 
bequeathed his estate to his godson. 

, It should be unnecessary to add that the Andrew family were among the oldest and best 
known of the County families of Northamptonshire. In the next issue will appear an article on the 
Andrews of Daventry, one of the branches of this far reaching family, originally; according to 
Baker, of Cumberland origin, but establishing themselves at Charwelton in the 15th Century. 

It may, however, be of interest to give a few details about James Millar, the artist who 
painted two of the portraits at De1apre, which are here reprodll.ced. He lived, as has been said, 
at Birmingham, where he is found occupying a house in Colmore Road in 1777, but by 1780 he 
had moved to the Five Ways: in 1783 he was at 14 Old Square, and in 1795 moved to Hall Street. 
He offered when Christ Church, Birmingham, was about to be built, to paint an altar-piece, value 
£100, but did not live to perform the work. He exhibited in 1771 "A Lady at Confession" at 
the Society of Artists, and six pictures at the R.A. between 1784 and 1790. One of these, a 
portrait of John Freeth, the Birmingham poet (exhibited in 1790 as "Mr. J. Frith") is now in 
the Birmingham Art Gallery, which also possesses three other portraits by Millar.2 That of John 

. Freeth is very poor in quality, and it is possible that it is only a copy of the picture shown at 
the R.A. 

Among other sitters of James Millarwere Joseph Priestley (1789), which portrait is now 
at Manchester College, Oxford, and Mrs. Esther Day (died 1792). This portrait was bought by 
the National Art Collections Fund for £75 in 1959, and presented to the Lichfield Public Library 
and Art Gallery. 

The portrait of Dr. Priestley was given to Manchester College in 1828 by Mrs. Judith 
Mansell, when that institution was still at York. This is evidently the portrait exhibited at the 
R.A. in 1790 (half length). In 1938, Manchester College acquired a posthumous portrait of Mrs. 
Priestley by Millar, which is dated 1797. This had belonged to the Wainewright family, 
descendants of Priestley's daughter, Sarah, who married Robert Wainewright. At the same time, 
the Wainewright portrait of Dr. Priestley, which although labelled "J. Millar 1789", is probably 
an earlier work of Millar (1776 or 7), passed to the Royal Society at Burlington House, where it 
now hangs (head and shoulders). ' 

Another intet;'esting sitter of Millar was the Birmingham printer, John BaskervilIe. This 
portrait is signed and dated 1770; it was formerly in the possession of the Caldicott family of 
Birmingham, who presented it to the Art Gallery. Occasionally, pictures by Millar have appeared 
in the sale-rooms since the last War. A portrait of the artist's wife, signed and dated 1795, was 
sold at Christies on June 16, 1950 (Lot 126). 

A writer in the Birmingham Post (4 March 1939) gave a good account of MilIar's career, 
but concluded "It is strange since MilIar painted much that not a single work can 'be traced _ 
today". This certainly could not be said now, although ~i1lar's work is sti1llittle known. 

1 The death of Mr. Fisher has been reported recently, we regret to add. 
2 Information from Mr. John Woodward, Keeper of the Department of Art at the City Museum and 

Art Gallery, Birmingham, ' quoting Birmingham Art Gallery, Catalogue of Paintings, 1961. 
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There is an amusing picture signed by Millar in the Senior Common Room at Trinity 
College, Oxford.3 This depicts three of the Fellows, George Huddesford,4 John Ffolliott, and 
Joseph Davie, dressed in costume, and showing an episode from "Don Quixote". This has affin
ities with the Stag picture at Delapre, and shows that Millar had a sense of colour and of fun. 
He was not an artist of high accomplishment, but typical of the local painters, who flourished in 
the provinces in the late 18th Century, and who were able to satisfy their clients, who wanted 
honest work, and either lacked the taste or the means (and perhaps both) to employ the fashionable 
London painters. Most of Millar's sitters were middle-class, and Robert Andrew was one of his 
more aristocratic clients. Mi1lar also painted James Luttrell, son of the 1st Earl of Carhampton. 
It is a pity that more of his Conversation pieces have not survived. One cannot help wondering 
what he would have made of an altar-piece! 

3 This portrait was kindly shown to the writer by Mr. Michael Mac1agari, Fellow of Trinity College, 
Oxford. Thanks are also expressed to the Director of the National Portrait Gallery, and for permission to 
inspect photographs at the Gallery; to Miss Margaret Toynbee, and to Mr. Short, the Librarian of the 
Manchester College. 

4 George Huddesford was never a Fellow of Trinity, although his father was President of the College. 
The younger Huddesford was a Fellow of New College in 1771-2, when the picture was no doubt painted 
by MilIar. 

• 

Mr. H. G. Tibbutt of Kempston, Beds., writes to point out that Colonel Okey's appeal to 
Charles II to spare his life with a personal supplication, mentioned in Francis Lane's letter 
(Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vo!. Ill, No. 1, p. 12), is alluded to in the writer's Life of 
Colonel Okey (Beds. Hist. Soc. Publications, XXXV (1955), p. 129). The writer there cites the 
Diary of Henry Townshend (Worc. Hist. Soc. (1920), Vo!. I, p. 39). 

-0-

NASEBY AND COTTESBROOKE 

After the battle of Naseby in June 1645, Charles I with the remains of his army wandered 
about visiting his diminishing strongholds. For a time he went to Newark, which was very strong 
and, in the late autumn, he made a forced march from there to Oxford. According to Walker's 
Historical Discourses (1705) on 4 November he rested "for four hours at a village about eight 
miles from Northampton"; Walker adds in parenthesis "His Majesty being very weary". The 
Iter Carolinum (1660) gives the name as "Codsbury": a note in Macray's edition of Clarendon's 
History says this was Cottesbrooke. Cottesbrooke lies in a secluded valley away from main roads, 
and would have made a good place for the King to rest unmolested by the Roundhead troops in 
the neighbourhood. Also, Cottesbrooke had pelonged si~ce 1639 to Alderman John Langham of 
London, a strong Royalist sympathiser. . 
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THOUGH the Justices of the Peace have not nearly such a long pedigree as the 'Sheriff, they have 
proved themselves one of the most enduring and successful of our English institutions, an 
institution which was in later times transplanted to North America (including Canada), Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa, Southern Rhodesia and Ceylon. 

The powers and duties of the Justices have in course of time been modified. In England, 
for example, their administrative powers were in 1889 transferred to the County Councils, but 
on the judicial side the institution not only persists, but has been injected with fresh vigour by 
recent legislation. It is therefore with the prospect of a long life still ahead of them that the 
County Justices are this year cheerfully celebrating their 600th anniversary. 

The following extracts are from the translation of the Act of 34 Edward III (1361)1, first 
ordaining the appointment of J.P.'s throughout the realm. (The original is in French). 

A STATUTE MADE IN THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE AT WESTMINSTER •.•• 

These be the things which our Lord the King, the Prelates, Lords 
and Commons have ordained in this present Parliament . .. the 
Sunday next before the. Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul . . . 

First, that in every County of England shall be assigned for the Keeping 
of the Peace, one Lord, and with him three or four of the most worthy in the County, 
with some learned in the lq,w, and they shall have power to restrain the offendors, 
rioters, and all other barators, and to pursue, arrest, take and chastise them 
according to their trespass or offence, and cause them to be imprisoned and duly 
punished according to the law and customs of the realm . . . . And to hear and 
determine at the King's suit all manner of felonies and trespasses done in the 
same County . . .. 

And here is the list of the Justices appointed to the first Commission of the Peace for 
Northamptonshire, dated 15th December, 13612:-

Henry Grene 
Robert de Thorpe 
John de Lyouns 
John de Haruwedon [Harrowden] 
Nicholas de Thenford 
Thomas de Preston 

Thomas Wake of Blisworth 
John Knyvet 
Henry, Duke of Lancaster 
Robert de Holand 
John de Verdoun 

From the later Middle Ages the Soke of Peterborough has had a separate Commission of the 
Peace and Custos Rotulorum. 

The accompanying illustration shews the front cover and title-page of the second edition 
of William Lambard's famous treatise: Eirenarcha: of the Offi~e of the Justices of Peace (1592), 

1 Statutes of the R ealm, I, pp. 364-5. 2 Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1361-64, p. 66. 
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Reproduced with permission from a photograph kindly supplied by 
the Pilgrim Society, Plymouth; Mass. 
(Reduced to about t of original size). 

now in the Pilgrim Society's Museum at Plymouth, Massachusetts, U.S.A.3 The arms stamped 
on the cover are those used by William Cecil, the first Lord Burghley, Treasurer to Queen 
Elizabeth 1,4 and by his son and grandson, the 1st and 2nd Earls of Exeter, so the book was no 
doubt once in the library at Burghley House. At some time and by some person unknown it was 
taken to America, presumably for the use of the Justices of the Peace (the "Trial Justices") of 
Plymouth, for it was carefully handed down from one chairman of the Bench to another until 
the Justices were abolished in this century, when Mr. Lord, the last chairman, gave the book 
to the Pilgrjrn Society. The institution of Justices of the Peace was introduced to America by 
the early settlers, and still exists in many states of the Union. 5 ' 

On November 24th, 1961, Earl Spencer, the Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, in his 
capacity as Custos Rotulorum, presided at a private dinner held at St. Andrew's Hospital, 
Northampton, to all the Justices in Northamptonshire. The Lord Chief Justice, Lord Parker of 
Waddington, was the princip~ guest and spoke after dinner. 

3 See N.P.&P., Vol. Il, No. 4, "Traveller's Tale." 

, This stamp is riot recorded in 'Cyril Davenport, 
English Heraldic Book Stamps (1909), in which two 
other examples of Burghley's stamps appear. 

J. w. 

5 The author of this note acknowledges the help 
she received in its compilation ' from Miss Rose 
Briggs, curator of Plymouth Museum, from Mr. John 
Lord, son of the last Chairman of the Plymouth 
Justices, and from Professor Clinton Roward. 



. The Publications of the Society 
are on sale at the following prices to members and non-members. It is possible in 

"some cases to supply second-hand copies of out-of-print volumes. Please apply to the 
Hon. Secretary, Delapre Abbey, Northampton. 

Vols. I, II, Ill, VIII, XI and XIII (Out of print). 
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Vol. IV "Facsimilies of Early 'Charters from Northamptonshire Collections". 
Edited. by F. M.Stenton. £1.10.0, £1.17.6. 

Vol. V "The Earliest Northamptonshire Assize Rolls, A.D. 1202 and 1203". Edited 
by Doris M. Stenton. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. VI "Kettering Vestry Minutes A.D. 1797-1835". Edited by S. A. Peyton. £1.1.0, 
£1.5.0. 

Vol. VII "The Montagu Musters Book, A.D. 1602-1623". Edited by Joan Wake. £1.1.0, 
£1.5.0. 

Vol. IX "Peterborough Local Administration. Guild Charters and Churchwardens' 
Accounts, A.D. 1100-1572". Edited by W. T. Mellows. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. X "Peterborough Local Administration. Feoffees' Accounts, A.D. 1614-
1674". Edited by W. T. Mellows. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. XII "The Last Days of Peterborough Monastery". Edited by W. T. Mellows. 
£1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. XIV "A Descriptive List of the Printed Maps of Northamptonshire, A.D. 1576 
-1900". By Harold Whitaker. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. XV "Sir Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals". Edited by Lewis C. Loyd and 
Doris Mary Stenton. A few copies of this important book are on sale to members 
only, at the special price of £3.3.0. 

Vol. XVI "The Book of William Morton, Almoner of Peterborough Monastery, 
1448-1467". Edited by P. 1. King and C. N. L. Brooke. (This is an Anthony 
Mellows Memorial Volume). £1.1.0, £1.5.0. " 

Vol. XVII "The Correspondence of Bishop Brian Duppa and Sir Justinian Isham, 
1650-1660". Edited by Sir Gyles Isham, Bart., with a preface by Sir George 
Clark. £1.5.0, £1.10.0 . 

. Vol. XVIII "Elizabethan Peterborough. The Dean and Chapter as Lords of the City" 
Edited by W. T. Mellows and Daphne H. Gifford. (This is an Anthony Mellows 
Memorial Volume). £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

Vol. XIX "The Wealth of Five Northamptonshire Families, 1540-1640". By Mary 
E. Finch, with an Introduction by Professor H. J. Habakkuk. £1.5.0, £1.10.0. 

Vol. XX "Carte Nativorum. A Peterborough Cartulary of the 14th Century". Edited 
"by Professor C. N. L. Brooke and Professor M. M. Postan. £1.15.0, £2.2.0. 

"NORTHAMPTONSmRE PAST AND PRESENT-VOLUME 11" 
This volume, which contains the six numbers for 1954 to 1959, is in process of being 

indexed and bound. Back numbers of the Journal are obtainable in single copies. 
[See next page. 
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"NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND RUTLAND CLERGY, A.D. 1500-1900", 
with Corrigenda and Addenda to 1930, by Henry Isham Longden. With complete 
Indexes of Persons, Places and Subjects. In Sixteen Volumes bound as Six for 
Fifteen Guineas (£15.~.5.0) the S~t • . 
The value to scholars and students of this work, owi~g to its somewhat misleading title, 

may easily be overlooked, for the great majority of the 14,000 , Clergy whose biographies are 
here given in summary form also held benefices or curacies in other parts of England and Wales 
(every County is represented in the Index) or in Ireland, while others served as ministers or 
·held appointments in Scotland, North America, in .Europe, in Australia, New Zealand, India, 
and in many other parts of the world. 

This unique and important wnrk should undoubtedly be on the shelves of every Reference 
Library in the English-speaking world. . . J . . ' . 

"A work of pietas which wilt' be of inestimable service to ecclesiastical historians". 
. Norman Sykes in: The English Historical Review. 

A sample volume will be sent for inspection on application. 
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