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Two SCHOLARS 

THE deaths earlier this year of Hope Emily Alien and Lewis Namier have deprived the Record 
Society of two ardent supporters and the ws>rld of two very distinguished historians. So different 
in background, in outlook, and in their respective spheres of operation, they had much in common 
in' their approach to the study of history. Both were perfectionists, and in consequence, though 
the contribution of each was very great, both left unfinished work which the world of scholarship 
had awaited with eager expectation. 

HOPE EMIL Y ALLEN 

Miss Hope Alien, who had been a member of the Northamptonshire Record Society for 
thirty-five years, was an American of purely English and partly of Northamptonshire descent.1 

"Thank God every drop of blood in my body is British !" she wrote from America to an East 
Anglian friend after the fall of France in 1940. 
Her parents in early life had belonged to the 
Oneida Community, one of those eccentric 
religious bodies which flourished at that 
period of American history. 

Miss AlIen was born on November 12th, 
1883, at Kenwood, Oneida, in the north of 
New York State, five years after the dissolution 
of the Community and its subsequent trans
formation into a prosperous corporation run 
on idealistic lines for the manufacture of 
silverWare. She was educated at Bryn Mawr 
College where her subject was English liter
ature, proceeding thence to Radc1iffe College. 
The quality of her work had led to a research 
fellowship which from 1910 brought her to 
Europe for long periods of study at Newnham 
College, Cambridge, and in London, where 
for many years she was a familiar figure at the 
British Museum and Public Record Office. 
She also worked at libraries in France and 
Italy, making the acquaintance of distin
guished scholars-many of them priests-in 
her chosen field of English religious mysticism, 
contacts which in some instances led to life
long friendships and correspondence. 

j 

I. 
j 
j 

In 1924 she needed someone to accompany her more or less as a courier on a pilgrimage ' 
to European libraries in search of manuscripts of or relating to Richard Rolle, the Yorkshire 
hermit and voluminous religious writer who died in 1349. Delicate from her college days her 
limited strength must be reserved for her research. The writer, who had first met her in London 
in about 1920, joined her at Vienna and travelled on with her to Buda-Pesth, Prague, Berlin, 
Stockholm, Linkoping, Lund, Vadstena (to see here the original house of the Brigittine Order) 
and Copenhagen. Later in England they explored Rolle's country in Yorkshire; with Dr. G. G. and 
Mrs. Coulton visited the learned nuns of Syon in Devonshire; stayed at Newnham College, 
Cambridge, in the great days of Miss Strachey's Principalship; and were much together in Chelsea 
during the next fifteen years, each engaged on her own research, except for the. periods-some
times a year or more-when Miss Alien would return to America. 

1 Her Northamptonshire ancestors came from Denford on the banks of the Nene near Thrapston, where 
she and the writer found their names in the parish register. 
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Her first book, Writings ascribed to Richard Rolle and Materials for his Biography,-a 
comprehensive and definitive study-was published in 1927.2 She had been working at it for 
over twenty years, though in the meanwhile articles on related topics such as the Ancren Riwle 
(a rule of life for anchoresses) had appeared over her name in the learned periodicals. In the 
summer of 1934 she was in London, deeply engaged on the last -named subject, when she received 
a summons from Mr. A. Van de Put of the Victoria and Albert Museum. He shewed her a small 
manuscript volume, recently brought to him for a report by Colonel Butler-Bowdon, a north
country squire, which, from her knowledge of a few extracts from it printed in the 16th century, 
she immediately identified as "The Book of Margery Kempe" (wife of a burgher of Lynn and 
a "minor mystic", born c.1373), by centuries the earliest autobiography of a woman in the 
English tongue. No copy of this was then thought to have survived, and its previous existence 
was only known to scholars by the extracts above-mentioned. 

Her eyes shining with excitement Miss AlIen returned to the house which she shared with 
a friend in Cheyne Walk, where the writer was also staying, to tell of her great discovery-one of 
the most sensational in literary history for many years. The Ancren Riwle was put aside, and in 
1940 appeared the Early English Text Society edition of Margery Kempe's book, jointly edited 
by Hope AlIen and S. B. Meech, a fellow countryman. Unfortunately her contribution though of 
great value, was limited to a prefatory note, two brief appendixes, and 70 pages of notes on 
Margery's mysticism. Her passion for completeness and "the extremely wide range of subject" 
led her to postpone her Introduction to a second volume which was ardently and impatiently 
looked for by the scholarly world. For the next seventeen years of her life she devoted herself 
to what she intended to be "an inclusive and consecutive study of Margery in the light of con
tinental feminine mysticism", but slowly and steadily deteriorating health prevented the fulfilment 
of the great design and the book was never written. She was staying with the writer at Cosgrove 
at the outbreak of war in 1939, and not wishing to be a burden on England, immediately returned 
to the United States which she never left again. 

Hope AlIen was small and slight, not much above five feet in height, pale, with fair 
straight hair and light blue eyes. She dressed quietly, was plain-spoken and entirely unaffected, -
and might easily have escaped notice in a crowd, but a second glance would surely have arrested 
attention, for she was a person of great independence and force of character. In the 1930's she 
was wearing a long black cape and a black beret. "i saw Hope AlIen this morning", said one of 
the dons at Newnham, "flitting about Cambridge like the ghost of Erasmus". 

She enjoyed pictures, sight-seeing, a good play or film, the flat Norfolk marshlands, walking 
in the rain, cats, and above all, wild flowers. She preferred tete-a-tetes to groups, but was happy at 
gatherings of scholars such as the Anglo-American Historical Conferences in London and the 
evening parties of the British Records Association. For real refreshment she turned to the novels 
of Jane Austen which she must have read scores and scores of times. She once told the writer that 
what she would really have best liked to have been was a novelist and, in fact, sh.e published 
some excellent short stories in the Atlantic Monthly. 

But sadly restricted by ill-health as her day's "stint" was, she "stepped on with pride, 
over men's pity", allowed herself few distractions and gave herself relentlessly to her research. 

"Let me know all. Prate not of most or least, 
Painful or easy, 

Even to the crumbs I'd fain eat up the feast, 
Ay, nor feel queasy. 

Back to her studies, fresher than at first, 
Fierce as a dragon, 

She, soul-hydroptic with a sacred thirst 
Sucked at the flagon." 

2 Oxford University Press. This was followed in 1931 by a smaller volume, English Writings of Richard 
RoUe, (O.U.P.), intended for a wider public. 
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In a note in the leaves of a book found in her library after her death she had written: 
"It has been my good fortune to have spent forty years in research in medieval literary history, 
all to some degree concerning the characters and circumstances of individuals who once lived". 
In the long run it was human nature that interested her and the men and women whom she 
studied were to her very much alive, sometimes amusingly so to her friends as she would drop 
her voice in relating some scandal six centuries old. Though in life the most Christian of women, 
she was herself a reverent agnostic with a deep understanding of the religious mind. This detach
ment combined with sympathetic perception and also a due regard for the psychological inter
pretation of religious phenomena made her an ideal person to handle the subject of Christian 
mysticism. 

Her principal characteristics in relation to her work were her scrupulous pursuit of the 
truth, her open-mindedness, her just though charitable judgments, a rare intellectual integrity. 
(She would hover for weeks like a hawk in mid-air over some difficult problem, discuss it with 
her friends, then suddenly swoop to an independent decision, which, however, if further evidence 
came to light she would at once reconsider.) These properties are evident in her summing up of the 
<;:haracter of that most eccentric and often maddeningly irritating woman, Margery Kempe: "My 
method", she writes, "has been determined by the personal conditions of Margery as revealed 
by herself in her reminiscences: she was petty, neurotic, vain, illiterate, physically and nervously 
over-strained; devout, much-travelled, forceful and talented", and. again she refers to Margery's 
"instinctive and zealous honesty ... in spite of all her own shortcomings, spiritual and physical". 
(The Book of Margery Kempe; pp. lxiv, lxv). She makes also the most interesting comment that 
Margery "in her accounts of the personal opposition which she encountered, often reflected back 
the highlyspiritualised ideals of piety current in her world which she herself was incapable of 
making her own" (pp. lxv, lxvi). Here are shrewd and unbiased judgments. 

The width of her interest in her subject and her passion for exploring the many tributaries 
of her main theme to their sources prevented her from completing the great synthesis of the 
massive learning she had accumulated over so many years, a synthesis which would have illumin
ated the great European commerce in_ religious ideas and influences from the 12th to the 15th 
century about which so little is known. But each scholar can only work in his own way, and she 
had at least emphasised the fact that literature must be studied in its environment of time and place. 

By 1957 she had calmly accepted the fact that the task must be left to other hands to 
finish. "The time is not ripe", she said. "There is still a great deal of work to be done. In the 
meantime I have left my notes". She was by this time a chronic invalid, lying on a couch, sur
rounded by enormous piles of books, but still able to take a daily drive with her devot~d nurse 
into the beautiful country which she loved. In 1959 she gave up her work, and thence until her 
death read little but Jane Austen, though as late as February of this year she was eagerly discussing ~ 
research with a visiting scholar. But she was failing rapidly. She died on 30th June, 1960, in the 
house where .76 years earlier she was born. 

She spent the last years and months of her life at Kenwood, in the care of a much-loved 
niece and supported by the affection of nephews and nieces of two generations and of several 
life-long friends. Two days before she went she asked for Sense and Sensibility and read a few 
pages, then gradually sank into the unconsciousness from which she did not recover. Her dedicated 
life brings Robert Browning's poem once more to mind: 

"That low man seeks a little thing ·to do, 
Sees it and does it: 

This high man with a great thing to pursue 
Dies ere he knows it". 
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SIR LEWIS NAMIER 

By race a Jew, Lewis Namier was born in 1888 of Catholic parents in Austrian Poland. 
He came to England at the age of seventeen and after a short time at the London School of 
Economics, proceeded to Balliol College, Oxford. He soon became a naturalised British subject, 
and eventually a member of the Church of 
England. On the outbreak of war in 1914, he 
joined the Royal Fusiliers as a private soldier, but 
in the year following was transferred to the Civil 
Service. From 1918 to 1920 he did valuable work 
in the Political Intelligence Department of the 
Foreign Office. There was no more loyal and 
devoted servant of the Crown than he, though he 
never forgot that he was a Jew, and indeed the 
Jewish and Zionist cause led him in later life to 
interrupt his historical work for long periods. 

For his true vocation was history, and it was 
in the 1930's at a meeting at the House of Com
mons of the Committee for the History of Parlia
ment (which she had attended at the invitation of 
the late Josiah Wedgwood, M.P.) that the present 
writer first met him. Though he wrote much on 
the Continental history of the 19th century and 
on European politics of his own day, the subject 
nearest to his heart was the political history of 
England in the mid-18th century, and his magnum 
opus "The Structure of Politics at the Accession of 
George lIT' (1929).1 

Namier's approach to the study of history was 
revolutionary. In the words of a critic since his 
death: "What he offered was a method of study which started from a clearing away of unverified 
assumptions and a new marshalling of evidence". 2 What he did was to go back to politicians and 
statesmen as individuals. He blew sky high the rigid conception of Parliament in the 18th century 
as consisting of two well-defined and organised political parties. His was the biographical approach, 
and his aim to get into the minds of the people he was writing about in the conditions and atmos-

. phere of their own age. 
For this he needed above all the correspondence of his period, of which he found much 

in the British Museum and Public Record Office, and to some extent in the newly founded local 
Record Offices in the Counties. Not content with this, himself of a land-owning ancestry, he won 
the sympathy of the descendants of the principal actors on his stage, and was driven by his wife 
to one after another of the great houses where still reposed the unexplored treasure so indispensable 
for his work, to receive most hospitable welcome and generous access to the documents. He came 
more than once to both Lamport Hall and to the Northamptonshire Record Office at Delapre 
Abbey on this quest, and repaid us by discovering the whereabouts (for which we had been search
ing for 20 years) of the records of the manorial borough of Brackley, since deposited by the Earl 
of Ellesmere and now at Delapre Abbey. 

On his retirement in 1953 from the University of Manchester, where he had held the 
Professorship of Modern History for 22 years, Namier devoted himself entirely to his editorial 
work on the History of Parliament at the Institute of Historical Research in London. It is sad 
indeed, but perhaps in view of the immensity of the task, not surprising, that he did not live to 
see the publication of the biographies of the Members of Parliament for his period, which is 
nearing completion, and sadder still that he never wrote his commentary thereon which was 
seething in his mind at the time of his sudden death on 19th August, 1960. Nevertheless, his 

1 A revised edition was published in 1957. 2 J. P. Cooper in the Oxford Magazine . 
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achievements were very great, and as Miss Lucy Sutherland has written: "His influence Qn the 
writing Qf histQry has been prQbably greater than that Qf any Qther histQrian Qf his generatiQn".3 
And this in spite 'Of a very seriQus handicap. He suffered sO' badly frQm writer's cramp that it was 
with difficulty that he CQuld sign his name. 

Namier was a realist, an assembler and interpreter Qf facts, the declared enemy Qf easy 
generalisatiQns and slQvenly wQrk. The writer Qnce heard him say at an histQrical cQnference 
that it was a pity histQrians CQuld nQt be sued fQr libel by the dead, Qr they WQuld be mQre careful 
what they wrQte. His interest in his subject absQrbed him utterly, and he fQund it difficult 
to' stQP talking abQut it when Qnce he had gQt gQing. There is a stQry current abQut him in 
OxfQrd. He was walking hQme after dinner Qne evening with a cQmpaniQn whO' had to' leave 
him in the middle Qf a CQnversatiQn to' catch a 'bus. "INFANTS! LUNATICS! ! CATHOLICS! ! ! 
BASTARDS!! ! ! " he shQuted after it to' the amazement Qf the passengers. (He was merely 
reciting the classes Qf peQple disqualified frQm sitting in the HQuse Qf CQmmQns in the 18th 
century). 

TO' sincere students Qf any age, and alsO' (with the same qualificatiQn) to' the ignQrant, 
Namier was the SQul Qf kindness and generosity as the present writer can testify. With gratitude 
fQr' his friendship we Qffer Qur respectful sympathy to' Lady Namier, his devQted cQmpaniQn, 
amanuensis, and fellQw-labQurer. . 

JOAN WAKE. 

NOTE-The accQmpanying phQtQgraph was taken in Israel in 1958. 

3 In the Oxford Magazine. 

DICK TURPIN IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

The Gentleman's Magazine Qf February 1850 recQrded the death in December Q(the 
previQus year Qf Mrs. Eliz. Freeman, aged 92 at CQllywestQn, relict Qf Mr. Fras. Freeman, 
butcher and publican. 

, "In the time Qf the celebrated Dick Turpin, she tQQk a quart Qf ale to' him at the dQQr Qf 
"the Bull and Swan Inn, St. Martin's, StamfQrd; he drank Qff the ale, and, putting the 
"silver tankard in his PQcket, gallQped off Qn his favQurite mare, Black Bess, to' the wQnder 
"and vexatiQn Qfthe landlQrd, Mr. Turtle. On her marriage with Mr. Freeman she became 
"landlady at the White ~wan Inn at CQllywestQn, where she resided fQr upwards Qf 55 years". 

The value Qf this nQtice, hQwever, is sQmewhat lessened by the fact that Dick Turpin was hanged 
at YQrk in 1739, SO' that an Qld lady Qf 92 in '1850 CQuld hardly have served him with a quart 
Qf ale! 
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THE RECORDING OF VILLAGE TOMBSTONES 

LAST Summer senior pupils of Corby Grammar 
School copied the inscriptions on the head
stones in Corby Parish Churchyard. The trans
scriptions made have been checked and are to 
be typed so that copies can be deposited at the 
Rectory and at the County Record Office. 

The study of a local churchyard provides 
interesting side-lights on the artistic and literary 
tastes of our ancestors, as shown in the design 
and workmanship of the stones, and in the 
verses which invariably accompany the names 
and dates. From the historical point of view 
also, value may be obtained. Mr. King has 
pointed out that the civil registration of deaths, 
as distinct from the ecclesiastical registration 
in parish registers of burials, began only in 1837. 
Furthermore, before 1813, the age at death is 
usually only to be found on tombstones. 

The following brief analysis of the Corby 
headstones may be of general interest and serve 
for comparison with analyses of other church
yards in the County. The Corby churchyard 
was closed in 1899 but it is well kept and the 
inscriptions do not appear to have suffered 
more than elsewhere by atmospheric pollution. 

The total number of headstones now stand
ing is 235. The material used for them is as 

HEADSTONE DATED IN CORBY CHURCHYARD 

The inscription is very faint and can be 'read only 
when the light strikes the stone at an angle. The 
scale on the right hand edge of the stone is in inches. 
"In memory of Elizabeth wife of John (?Nixson) 

who died May the 10th 1752 aged 63 years" 

Photo 'by David Kilkerr 

follows ;....;.....limestone 133, sandstone 58, slate 43 
and marble 1. Of the 235, 54 no longer bear 
legible dates and are generally very worn. They 
consist almost entirely of limestone monuments 
of 18th century design, but there are a few 
sandstone monuments of Victorian design 
where the inscriptions have flaked away com
pletely. In general, the sandstone monuments 
are the most worn for their age, while the slate 
stones are much the clearest and best preserved. 

The earliest monument is a table tomb of 
15th century design which is traditionally asso
ciated with the Latimers, formerly Lords of the 
Manor of Corby. This, one suspects, originally 
stood in the Church. The ' earliest dated stone 
is that to Watson Bradshaw, 1690. There are 
15 other legible limestone monuments dating 
from the second half of the 18th century, almost 
all of elaborate and pleasing design. Cross
lighting is a great help in reading faint inscrip
tions, and a senior pupil took a number of 
photographs of such inscriptions when the sun 
was in the best position, in order to supplement 
the record. One such photograph is attached. 

Limestone was the commonest stone used 
and legible examples dated from 1746 to 1899. 
Slate was less common but the 43 examples . 
ranged in date from 1768 to 1891. Sandstone 
did not come in until the 1850's, while the 
single marble headstone was dated 1898. 

No doubt other points could be made about 
these stones, especially if the analysis at Corby 
could be compared with similar analyses for 
other churchyards in the area. For example, 
masons' names, which sometimes appear below 
the inscriptions, and also· the designs and 
epitaphs could all be studied comparatively. 
But at least the inscriptions still remaining in 
Corby are now on record for the use of future 
local historians. As an educational project, the 
recording of such stones may be commended 
to other schools, provided that the pupils' 
transcriptions are carefully checked and ques
tion marks put where a word or date is doubt
ful. If a complete survey is to be done, the 
work will be greatly facilitated if a plan of the 
churchyard is first drawn on which the stones 
can be numbered. Certainly such a project 
provides valuable training for the pupils in 

. close observation and careful recording. It also 
illustrates the point that much of the local 
historian's evidence is even now decaying away. 

M. V. J. SEABORNE. 
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A QUINCENTENARY : 

THE BATTLE OF NORTHAMPTON, JULY 10TH, 1460 

THE story of the battle in which King Henry VI was captured and by which the way was paved 
for the Yorkist usurpation is no chronicle of chivalry, no set-piece of medieval tactical skill, but 
it is a good tale and deserves to be recalled at least once every five hundred years. 

Events moved quickly on the return of the Y orkist leaders to England in June 1460. Led 
by the young Earl of March, soon to be King Edward IV, and by the Earls of Salisbury and 
Warwick, the Yorkists entered London on July 2nd. Leaving Salisbury and Cobham in charge of 
the city, where Lords Hungerford and' Scales still held the Tower for King Henry, Edward and 
Warwick marched north to meet the Lancastrian army advancing from Coventry. On the morning 
of Thursday, July 10th the Yorkists found the Lancastrian host ready for battle near North
ampton: the exact site is disputed, but Sir J ames Ramsay adopts the reasonable view that the 
battlefield was about half-way between the River Nene and Delapre Abbey.I 

As the Yorkist force approached, there were vain and probably not very serious attempts 
to avert the engagement. The Yorkists sent Richard Beauchamp,. bishop of Salisbury, to Henry VI 
to treat for the mediation of the archbishop of Canterbury and Coppini, the Papal legate : Beau
champ approached with an armed guard, explaining to the Lancastrian Duke of Buckingham 
that "We' come thus for suerte of oure persones, for they thet bethe aboute the kyng bythe nat 
oure frendes". 2 But the archbishop had welcomed the returning earls when they landed at 
Sandwich and the legate had actually_crossed the Channel with them, so such mediation was 
rejected by the Lancastrian advisers. They were confident, as Abbot Whethamstede says, "because 

\ of their engines of war and the strength of their fortification" :3 and Buckingham, their spokesman, 
replied haughtily, "Forsothe, ... the erle of Warrewyk shall~ nat come to the kynges presence, 
and yef he come he shalle dye". 4 

Warwick herald was next sent to treat with the kingS "but he myghte nat be herde"6 and 
Buckingham is said to have replied "very arrogantly, saying that he would not leave the field 
without fighting and that he would have no other answer".7 Finally the Earl of Warwick 
announced to the Lancastrians that at two o'clock in the afternoon he would speak with , the 
king "or elles dye in the feeld".8 

Battle was accordingly joined early in the afternoon. The Lancastrians had erected the 
castrametatio to give security to their position," armed and arayed wyth gonnys":9 probably the 
defences were similar to the "grete depe dyche ... fortefyde ... with gonnys, cartys, and stakys" 
which the Duke of York had made at Ludlow the previous year.IO 

The Y orkist army was divided, as usual, into three columns, the vanguard led by Lord 

1 J. H. Ramsay Lancaster and York (1892) II 227 
and n.4. 

2 An English Chronicle of the Reigns of Richard Il, 
Henry IV, Henry V, and Henry VI, written before the 
year 1471 ed. J. S. Davies, Camden Society LXIV 
(1856) p. 96. English sources used in this article have 
been reproduced verbatim~' Latin and Old French 
sources have, as a general rule, been translated. 

3 "Registrum Abbatiae Johannis Whethamstede, 
Abbatis Monasterii Sancti Albani, Iterum Susceptae~' 
Registra quorundam Abbatum Monasterii ~. Albani, 
qui saeculo XVmo. fioruere ed. H. T. Riley, Rolls 
Series 28.6 (1872-3) I 373. . 

4 Engl£sh Chronicle p. 96. 
5 Ibid.: Jehan de Waurin Recueil des Croniques et 

Anchiennes Istories de la Grant Bretaigne, a present 
nomme Engleterre ed. W. Hardy and E. L. C. P. 
Hardy, Rolls Series 39 (1864-91) V 299. 

6 English Chronicle p. 96. 
7 Waurin V 299. 
8 English Chronicle p. 97. 
9 Ibid. p. 96. 

10 Gregory's Chronicle The Historical Collections of 
a Citizen of London in the FzJteenth Century ed. J. 
Gairdner, Camden Society, new series XVII (1876) 
p.205: 
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Fauconberge, a brother of the Earl of Salisbury:ll Edward himself and Warwick led the other 
divisions.12 Although according to an account received by the Burgundian chronicler, Jehan 
Waurin, the battle was equal for some three hours,13 it is more likely that the English Chronicle 
is correct in saying that the armies "faughte togedre half an oure" .14 The odds were against the 
Lancastrians. Their cannon was immobilised by a great rainstorm which, while making the 
Yorkist approach very uncomfortable, diminished the value of the Lancastrian defences. 

But the turning-point of the battle came by no deed of arms: this field witnessed one of 
the most signal acts of treachery in the fifteenth century. The indignation of Mr. H. T. Evans is 
perhaps excessive-"in the sordid annals of even these sterile wars there is no deed of shame 
so foul"15-but the assistance lent to the Y orkists by a Lancastrian captain caught the attention 
of the chroniclers and of posterity and was certainly decisive in the speedy settlement of the engage
ment. Edmund, fourth Lord Grey of Ruthin (created Earl of Kent in 1465) had, according to the 
best sources, been entrusted with command of the Lancastrian van. This trust was misplaced, for 
"his heart was not with the king"16 and perhaps John Leland, the Tudor antiquary, is correct 
in asserting that "a little afore the feeld he practisid with King Edward" :17 for, in an obscure 
passage, Waurin describes how Warwick ordered his captains "that they should tell their men 
that all who bore le ravestoc noue were to be saved, for it was they who were to give them entry 
to the park" .18 This curious expression ravestoc noue should probably be interpreted as "black 
ragged staff". The black ragged staff was the badge of the Greys of Ruthin19 and Warwick's 
order to spare those with such livery points to prior collusion. And this is the sort of detail which 
Waurin, a very unreliable source, is unlikely to have "invented. 

According to the English Chronicle Grey was "the kynges vawewarde", 20 Whethamstede 
says that he was "in acie belli positus"21 and Waurin in one account asserts that Grey allowed 
Edward of York to enter the Lancastrian entrenchment "par son coste". 22 Waurin, however, gives 
another account a little later in his chronicle, obviously originating from a different source. This 
independent report tells how "le seigneur de Grerijjin" with thirteen or fourteen hundred men 
was given the guard of the town of Northampton, while the king, with the Dukes of Somerset, 
Buckingham and Exeter and the Earl 9f Northumberland marched to "a park outside the town 
by a little river" (a vague site consistent enough with "the medowys beside the Nonry"23 and 
"the Newfelde be twene Harsyngton (Hardingstone) and Sandy fforde (St. Peter's Bridge)"24). 
The Yorkist attack was first launched, according to this newsletter, against the town: after an 
hour and a half of skirmishing outside the town, Grey was driven back to the gate which the 
Yorkists entered half an hour later. Only then was there an attack on the main Lancastrian host 
and only then was there treachery, among some in the -park occupied by the king who were 
"Warewics en corage": Grey's part is in this version so honourable that he is executed by the 
triumphant Y orkists. 25 

The weight of evidence is against this second story interpolated by Waurin. It seems 
almost certain that Whethamstede's information is more accurate and that Grey was the villain 
of the piece, "for as the attacking squadrons came to the ditch before the royalist rampart and 
wanted to climb over it, which they could not quickly do because of the height . . . Lord Grey 
with his men mef them and, seizing them by the hand, hauled them into the embattled field". 26 
This story is vivid and convincing. The brief statement by the English Chronicle that "The lorde 
Gray ... hrake the feelde and came to the erles party"27 confirms the basic facts of the story and 

11 G. E. C(okayne) The Complete Peerage revised 
and much enlarged, ed. V. Gibbs, H. A. Doubleday, 
G. H. White etc. (1910-60) V 282, 284; XI 395. 

12 Whethamstede I 373: Waurin V 300. 
13 Waurin V 300. 
14 English Chronicle p. 97. 
15 H. T. Evans Wales and the Wars of the Roses 

(1915) p. 114. 
16 Whethamstede I 374. 
17 The Itinerary of John Leland in or about the years 

1535-1543 ed. L. T. Smith (1907-10) I 103. 
18 Waurin V 300. 
19 "Political Poems of the Reigns of Henry VI and 

Edward IV" ed. F. Madden, Archaeologia XXIX 
(1842) p. 345 n.L. 

20 English Chronicle p. 97. 
21 Whethamstede I 374. 
2 2 Waurin V 300. 
23 English Chronicle p. 96. 
24 Three Fifteenth Century Chronicles ed. J. Gaird

ner, Camden Society, new series XXVIII (1880) p.74. 
See also J. Ramsay Lancaster and York II 227 n.4. 

25 Waurin V 323. 
26 Whethamstede I 374. 
27 English Chronicle p. 97. 
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the Annales attributed until recently to William Worcester mention the Y orkists winning the 
battle "by the treachery and aid of Lord Gray". 28 Edmund Grey's motives are not known: one 
can only suspect that, a shrewd, able and unscrupulous baron as he shewed himself to be both 
earlier and later in his long ~areer, Grey sensed the turning of the tide and threw in his lot with 
the Y orkists in an inspired gamble. 29 

After the defection of the royal vanguard the battle quickly ended. Although this sudden 
conclusion may have, as 'the English Chronicler claimed in extenuation of Grey's action, "caused 
sauacione of many a mannys lyfe", he was obliged to admit also that "many were slayne, and 
many were fled, and were drouned in the ryuer Nene".3o The casualties, of course, were mainly 
among the Lancastrian ranks. The orders which Warwick and Edward are said to have given to 
spare the king and the commoners but to spare not the lords, knights and esquires31 seem to have 
been carried out and noble blood was spilt upon the Northampton meadow. The great Duke of 
Buckingham; the second Talbot Earl of Shrewsbury (son of the famous soldier) and his brother, 
Sir Christopher; John ·Beaumont, the first viscount created in England; and Thomas Percy, 
Lord Egremont, a son of the Earl of Northumberland and a brother-in-law to Lord Grey of 
Ruthin, lay dead on the field,32 as is commemorated in a contemporary poem on the battle, telling 
of the Lancastrian dogs overcome by the bear of Warwick:33 

Talbot ontrewe was the oon Dogges name, 
Rauling Bewmond anodre, I vnderstQnde 
The thrid also was made ful tame, 
He was called bolde Egremonde. 
When the Bereward34 come to the grounde 
Where he chased the fors aid leese, 
A-monge alle other a Buk35 he founde 
The whiche was hye, and fat of greese.36 

According to the Annales the number of dead (excluding those drowned in the Nene) was 
three hundred,37 but little reliance can be placed on this figure. It appears probable that "many 
of the slain ... were buried in the Abbey Church [of Delapre, now the home of the Northampton
shire Record Office] or in the church-yard to the east of it" .38 

Henry VI was led a captive to Northampton and three days later the vIctorious Yorkists 
brought him to London.39 Queen Margaret had yet to be reckoned with and the Duke of York 

28 "Wilhelmi Wyrcester Annales' Rerum Angli
carum" Letters and Papers Illustrative of the Wars 
of the English in France during the Reign of Henry the 
Sixth, King of England ed. J. Stevenson, Rolls Series 
22 (1861-4) II ii 773. For the authorship, see K. B. 
McFarlane "William Worcester: a Preliminary 
Survey" Studies presented to Sir Hilary Jenkinson 
ed. J. C. Davies (1957) pp. 206-7. 

29 Grey's lack of scruple had already been shewn in 
September, 1450 by his organisation of the murder 
of the speaker of the House of Commons, William 
Tresham of Sywell, at Moulton in Northamptonshire 
0. S. Roskell "William Tresham of Sywell" North
amptonshire Past and Present II iv. (1957) pp. 201-2): 
his motives require close examination, but Tresham's 
position as principal feoffee of the Holt estate in 
Northamptonshire (P.R.O., Ancient Indictments, 
K.B.9/94) and his defrauding of Lord Edmund's 
uncle, Edward Grey, Lord Ferrers of Groby, out 
of £180 (P.R.O., Early Chancery Proceedings, 
c.l/17/81a) were far more important than political 
considerations. Lord Edmund's ability was recog
nised by Edward IV, who appointed him Treasurer 
of England in June 1463 in succession to the famous 
John Tiptoft (Handbook of British Chronology ed. 
F. M. Powicke (1939) p.85) and two years later 
created him Earl of Kent (Complete Peerage VII 164). 
It has been suggested (Itinerary of John Leland I 103; 
Victoria County History, Bedfordshire III 272; Com-

plete Peerage orig. ed. IV 353, new ed. VII 164 n.]) 
that Grey received the castle of Ampthill as a reward 
for his treachery at Northampton, but he had in fact 
purchased Ampthill and other manors close by from 
the executors of Ralph, Lord Cromwell, in 1454 
(Magdalen College, Oxford: Misc. Charter 303 m.1): 
the entire absence of grants to Grey in the first years 
of the Y orkist dynasty suggests that he had not been 
bribed by promises of lands or favour. 

30 English Chronicle p. 97. 
31 Ibid. 
32 J. Ramsay Lancaster and York II 228: Complete 

Peerage XI 705. 
33 The badge of the Earl of Warwick was the bear 

and ragged staff. 
34 Edward, Earl of March, because of his association 

with Warwick. 
35 A common pun on the title of Humphrey Staf

ford, Duke of Buckingham. 
36 "Political Poems of the Reigns of Henry VI and 

Edward IV" ed. F. Madden, Archaeologia XXIX 
(1842) pp. 335-6 . . 

37 Letters and Papers Illustrative of the Wars of the 
English in France II ii 773. 

38 J. Wake and A. W. Pantin "Delapre Abbey: its 
History and Architecture" Northamptonshire Past 
and Present II v (1958) p. 228. 

39 J. Ramsay Lancaster and York II 229. 
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(Edward's father) was killed at Wakefield at the very end of the year:40 the Queen then marched 
on London, defeating Warwick at St. Albans on February 17th, 1461. Had she exploited her 
victory by a prompt attack on London, she might have regained political ascendency, at least for 
a time, but the opportunity was missed, and the Lancastrian army plundered its way northwards 
again. Edward, now heir to York's claims, seized his chance and was'crowned on March 4th, 1461 :41 
the decisive victory of Towton at the end of the month consolidated his usurpation, although a 
decade passed before the battles of Barnet and Tewkesbury conclusively removed the menace of 
Queen Margaret. In the meanwhile, in May 1464 Northamptonshire, where the future Richard 
III had been born in 1452,42 had given England a queen, Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Wood
ville of Grafton Regis, Lord Rivers,43 and widow of Sir John Grey, Lord Edmund's cousin, who 
had been killed at St. Albans in 1461.44 

40 Ibid. II 237. 
41 Ibid. II 244-9. 
42 At Fotheringhay Castle. J. Gairdner History of 

R. IAN JACK. 

the Life and Reign of Richard the Third (1898) p.4. 
43 Dictionary of National Biography XXI 886-7. 
44. Complete Peerage V 361. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

PRINCE CHARLES'S P:URITAN CHAPLAIN 
by IRVONWY MORGAN 

(George AlIen & Unwin, 1957. Price 2ls.) 

THE story of John Preston (1587-1628) should 
be of special interest to Northamptonshire 
readers since he is a local 'worthy'. Mr. Morgan 
has written a useful account of his career, first 
as Fellow of Queens' College, Cambridge, 
later as Master of Emmanuel. A clear picture 
emerges of Preston as an influential teacher, 
versed in the Schoolmen as well as Calvin, and 
a popular 'Spiritual' preacher both at Cam
bridge and in London: of his entry into the 
world of affairs· as an opponent of the Spanish 
Match for Prince Charles, whose chaplain he 
surprisingly became, through the backing of 
the Marquess . (later Duke) of Buckingham, 
who was cleverly worked upon by the .Puritans. 
Although the ' association of Puritanism with· 
the Court was brief, Mr. Morgan's biggest 
claim for Preston is his importance for the 
movement in the political sphere. 

Preston is uniikely to find another biographer, 
and it is therefore the more regrettable that 
Mr. Morgan has missed the opportunity of 
adding to our knowledge of his subject's family, 
Preston's life was first written by a former 
pupil, Thomas Ball, himself of local concern 
for he was vicar of All Saints', Northampton, 
from 1629 to 1659. Mr. Morgan has naturally 
relied greatly upon Ball's work (sometimes too 
implicitly), although he strangely ignores the 

complete text edited by E. W. Harcourt in 
1885. Ball gives the essential particulars of 
Preston's parentage, which have been amplified 
for his mother by the Revd. H. I. Longden. 
His father, Thomas Preston (of Lancashire 
descent), was a farmer in the part of Upper 
Heyford included in the parish of Bugbrooke, 
where John was baptised on 27th October 1587 
-a fact omitted by Mr. Morgan. His_mother 
was Alice, daughter of Lawrence Marsh of 
Northampton: soon after her husband's death 
in 1599 she married Thomas Almey of Badby, 
where she survived until 1638. Mr. Morgan 
attaches no importance to Badby (which he 
calls 'Badney'), but in view of her son's intimacy 
with Sir Richard Knightley and John Dod, it 
is surely significant that the parish borders on 
Fawsley and that the manor was owned by the 
Knightleys. At Fawsley, incidentally, Preston 
died, and he is buried there. 

John had an early benefactor, who educated 
him, first at Northampton Free School. BaIl 
sufficiently identifies this person, Alice Preston's 
rich and childless 'Unkle by the mother's side 
whose name was Craswell, a man of good estate 
& Esteeme in Northampton, where he lived 
and had been severall tymes Mayor'. From a 
V.C.H. reference which he cites, Mr. Morgan 
must know that the uncle's Christian name was 
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