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HISTORY IN STONE 

THE STORY OF ASTWELL MANOR HOUSE . 

The following account is chiefly based on George Baker's History of Northamptonshire, 
Vol. I, pages 731-737, and on Stemmata Shirleiana, by E. P. Shirley (1841). There are 
descriptions of this house by C. A. Markham (with plans) in Associated .Architectural 
Reports for 1925; by H. A. Evans in Highways and Byways of Northants and Rutland 
(1918); and by J. A. Gotch, Old Halls and Manor Houses of Northants (with a photograph) 

1936. There are engravings in Baker and Stemmata Shirleiana. 

George Clark of Scaldwell del. 
ASTWELL MANOR HOUSE 

TRAVELLERS along the hme leading from Helm
don to Wappenham about five miles south-west 
of Towcester, will receive a shock of delight 
and wonder when they suddenly come upon a 
medieval grey stone tower at the foot of a grassy 
slope a couple of hundred yards or so from the 

. road. This building with the house of later date 
which adjoins it would seem to have grown ' 
naturally out of the pastures and cornfields in 
which it is set, a quiet, undulating, beautiful 

c~untry away' from the main roads and plenti
fully sprinkled with elm and ash and thorn, 
presenting in most seasons of the year a rich 
variety of colour and of light and shadow, of 
soft greens and gold and browns and crimsons 
melting into each other and the blue distance 
beyond. Occupied now as a farm-house, this 
"relic of departed grandeur" as George Baker, 
our County historian called it, is all that now 
remains of Astwell Manor House. 
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This house has in recent years come to be 
known as Astwell Castle, 1 presumably on 
account of the castellated parapet of the tower 
which formed the gate-house of the original 
building, but this is,a misnomer, for we have here 
the remains of a fortified manor house of the 
Middle Ages, built towards the end of the 15th 
century during the Wars of the Roses, and one 
of the only two of the type left in Northamp
tonshire.2 A still earlier house must hav~ stood 
on or near the same site,3 for Astwell has a 
long history behind it.4 Throughout the Middle 
Ages the lord of the manor lived here among 
his dependent peasantry . Under J ames I a 
wealthy owner built a larger house a few yards 
from the gate-house, and at that time and for 
another century Astwell was teeming with life 
and activity, but by the early years of the 
18th century the hamlet had dwindled to three 
cottages, and the manor house was seldom 
occupied. Its great days were over and the 
rest of the ' story is mostly one of desertion, 
demolition and decay, until its present owner 
came to the rescue. 

In spite of large gaps in its early history 
which may yet be filled by research among the 
records,5 we know a good deal about the 
successive lords and tenants of Astwell.6 Two 
Englishmen named Leofric and Alfric were 

1 The County historians, John Bridges (writing 
between 1719 and 1724) and George Baker (c. 1830) 
both describe this building as Astwell Manor House 
or Astwell House as do Kelly's and the other direct
ories down to 1890. "Astwell Castle" occurs in the 
Northampton Mercury of 27 November, 1886, and 
in Wakeling Dry's guide book of Northants in 1906, 
,after which date "Astwell Castle" becomes general, 
but it was never a castle in the proper meaning of the 
word. It lies 'five miles north of Brackley. 

2 The other is Northborough Manor House near 
Peterborough which is earlier in date than Astwell, 
and much more remains of it. John Claypole, Oliver 
Cromwell's son-in-law lived there. (See Victoria 
County History, Vol. II, pp. 508, 509; Northants 
Past and Present, ~, No. 4, p. 23; and J. A. Gotch, 
The Old Halls and Manor Houses of Northampton
shire, where it is described as "a notable building".) 
Alas ! its fate is now hanging in the balance. 

3 1,500 yards south-east of the manor house' and 
within the limits of the hamlet is an earthwork called 
"Old Mountains", where a castle or early fortified 
manor house almost certainly stood. 

, 4 Astwell, now in Helmdon parish to which it was 
transferred in 1929, was formerly in Wappenham. 
Baker (History of Northants, Vol. I, p. 731) describes 
it as "an extensive hamlet" of 1,870 acres. Falcutt, 
(another hamlet formerly in Wappenham), he tells 
us, "has been immemorially associated with Astwell, 
and the lands are not now distinguisl:table". (p. 737). 
Falcutt is not mentioned in I;>omesday Book and is 

in possession before the Norman Conquest, 
but twenty years later, (when Domesday Book 
was being compiled), they had been displaced 
by two foreigners, Geoffrey and Robert, whose 
overlord , was Gilo de Picquigny. Gilo was a 
Frenchman who had followed William the 
Conqueror 'to England and had received from 
him several manors in Northamptonshire, in
cluding Moreton Pinkney, not many miles 
from Astwell, where his name is still preserved. 
(The natives-sensibly like Winston Churchill 
refusing to twist their tongues over awkward 
foreign pronunciations-had soon converted 
Piquigny to Pinkney). In those days sixteen 
tenants were cultivating the land at Astwell, so 
that it was quite a prosperous community. 7 

THE DE WAUNCYS 

After Domesday Book darkness falls upon 
the scene for nearly a century, until in 1167 we 
find a family named de Wauncy (or de Wanci) 
in possession of our manor. They were Nor
mans of the second rank who were settled in 
England by 1086 when they are found as under
tenants of the honour of Warenne in Norfolk 
and Suffolk. Some of them were knights and 
several are to , be found as witnesses ' to the 
charters of magnates of the realm in this and 
the following century. 8 A de Wauncy was still . 

therefore almost certainly but not necessarily the 
, later of the two settlements. 

5 In Leicester Museum among the muniments of 
the Shirley family are 278 deeds, relating to Astwell 
of which two date from the 12th century. They were 
brought to the notice of the present writer too late 
to use for this article. 

6 The indications are that beyond Domesday there 
were two separate estates here, though they would 
of course 'have been physically intermixed in the 
open fields. By the middle of the 12th century two 
distinct manors have emerged, the larger of the two 
(which is the ' one whose history is traced in this 
article) being administered by a resident landlord. 
Near the end , of the 15th century both manors , 
became united by a marriage in the hands of the first 
Thomas Lovett of Astwell. (Baker, I, p. 732). 

7 V.C.H. I, pp. 344b, and 291. In Domesday Book 
the Saxon tenants' names are spelt "Leuric" and 
"Alvric" . 

8, They came from Wanchy (Seine-Inferieur) in 
Normandy, (Lewis C. Loyd, Origins of some Anglo
Norman Families, p. 111). Members of this family 
occur as witness to charters of Gilbert de Clare, Earl 
of Hertford, between 1146 and 1148; of Maud de 
St. Liz (sister of Simon, Earl of Northampton, 
founder of Delapre Abbey), temp. Henry II; of 
Maud, Countess of Clare (1173-76); of Roger Bigot, 
Earl of Norfolk (1232-34); of the Countess of War
wick (1284-1290). (See N.R.S. IV, p. 130; and XV, 
pp. 84, 145, 209, 226). 
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lord of Astwell in 1371, after which darkness 
falls again for over eighty years. 

THE LOVETTS 

In 1453 Arthur Biooke, of a Warwickshire 
family, was in possession, and in 1471 his son 
William exchanged the manors of Astwell and 
Falcuttwith one Thomas Lovett for the 
manors of Rushton and Great Oak1~y near 
Kettering.9 Thomas Lovett's daughter, Mar
garet, married John, son of William Brooke. 

Soon after Thomas Lovett came to Astwell 
-this was in Edward IV's reign-he set to 
work to build the manor house anew, and the 
surviving gate-house is part of his work. The 
rest of the house was built round a court
yard; there was a moat, and, sai4 the Ministry 
of Works. in 1958, "it must have been an 
imposing place". Four generations of Lovetts 
lived here and the family was of some standing 
in the County, for three different Thomas 
L~vetts served as High Sheriff in the reigns 
respectively of Edward IV, Henry VII, and 
Elizabeth 1.10 The last Thomas Lovett of Ast
well, who died in 1586,11 married Elizabeth 
Fermor of Easton Neston, and their only' child 
J ane, by her marriage with John, younger son 
of Francis Shirley of Ragsdale and Staunton 
Harold in Leicestershire, carried Astwell into 
the Shirley family. 

THE SHIRLEYS 

John Shirley, the husband of Jane Lovett, 
, died in 1570 leaving a son, George, who, born 

in 1559, inherited Staunton Harold in 1571, 
and Astwell (on the death of his Lovett, grand
father) in 1586. 

The Shirleys were by far the most interesting 
of the owners of Astwell, and, in fact, managed 
to produce contemporaneously a murderer' and 
the founder of a religious sect, who may be 
presumed to have cancelled each other out., 

With George Shirley the light at last begins 
to shine brightly on Astwell. He was a man 
highly typical of his age. Educated at Hart Hall, 
Oxford, he received some training at one of 
the Inns of Court and later served for a while 
with the Earl of Leicester in Holland.12 On 
~ucceedi~g to Astwell, with which he imme-

9 Sir Edward de Capell-Brooke, Bt., of Great 
Oakley, is the descendant of Arthur Brooke. 

10 V.C.R., Northants Families, List of Sheriffs, 
pp. 369, 370. 

11 Shirley Pedigree (Baker, I, p. 733, quoting Esc. 29 

diately fell in love, he became henceforth a 
Northamptonshire rather than a Leicestershire 
man and was sheriff of the County in the year 
that Queen Elizabeth died. 

Early in the next reign he demolished the 
greater part of the manor house, and, smitten 
with the building fever then raging among 
Northamptonshire squires, built himself a 
large and beautiful mansion alongside old 
Thomas Lovett's tower. The new house, which 
had gables and mullioned 'windows in the 
prevailing style, was completed in about 1606. 
There were over forty rooms, including a hall, 
a chapel, a great and a little parlour, and a 
gallery hung with twenty-four pictures, as we 
know from an inventory of 1622 which gives 
the names of all the rpoms,13 These and also 
the tower were luxuriously furnished with 
court cupboards, four-poster beds, chairs and 
stools covered with velvet, needle-work ,or 
leather, green and red rugs, hangings and 
"carpets" of arras, velvet cushions, coloured 
window curtains, chests, cabinets, long oak 
tables with benches and joint stools, two pair 
of virginals, a "harpsicall", a bell to ring to 
prayers, etc., etc., etc. With a small army of 
servants inside and out, a stableful of horses, 
at least three coaches, those were surely the 
greatest days of Astwell when for beauty and 
importance it must have ranked with such 
places as Fawsley, Deene, or Great Oakley Hall. 
George signed the work of his period with his ' 
initials and coat of arms in several rooms, the 
example on the stone mantel-piece in the 
sitting room of the present house being the 
only one now surviving., 

George Shirley "with many gallant gentle
men" conducted James I across Northampton
shire on his way south at his accession, and 
was one of the first batch of baronets created 
by that monarch. An open-handed man, "re
lieving during the great dearth 500 a day at 
his gates", 'he reminds us of his contemporary 
the first Lord Montagu of Boughton on the 
other side of the County. 14 The year of the 
"great dearth" was 1608. 

Shirley's religious position was ambiguous, 
unless, which we doubt, he was an arrant 
hypocrite. He was an avowed Roman Catholic, 

Eliz. n.165). 
12 Stemmata Shirleiana, (1841), by E. P. Shirley. 
13 Ibid., pp. 71-74, where extracts are given. 
14 N.R.S.VII, p. xxii. Lord Montagu would feed as 

many as 1,200 in a day. 
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and therefore placed on the list of suspected 
Papists in Northamptonshire.15 All his armour 
and weapons were removed from Astwell House 
in his absence ever-seas in 1618 on the plea 
that his servants were recusants. Lord Exeter, 
then Lord Lieutenant, thereupon wrote to the 
Privy Council on his behalf that "he had always 
been loyal and forward in service and declared 
himself no recusant" .16 Three years later his 
arms were restored to him. He was certainly an 
outward conformer to the Church of England, 
and the following letter to Dr. Lambe, Chan
cellor of the Diocese of Peterborough, from 
four of the local clergy, suggests very ~trongly 
that his attendance at her services was more 
than a mere formality. He was perhaps one of 
those who had "the true unity, which is most 
glorious because inward and spiritual". 

"May it please you, Sir, Whereas we whose 
names are hereunder written are intreated by 
Sir George Shirley of Astwell in your Countie 
of Northampton Barronet, to certifie our 
knowledge to your worship of his conformitie 
in coming to the church and hearing devine 
service and sermons there, upon Sundays and 
Hollydayes, according to the lawe in that case; 
we do hereby certifie you that the said Sir 
George Shirley (being an old gent. and his 
house farr from the parish churche) and having 
an auntient previledged chappell in his house, 
hathe, according to the booke of Conunon 
Prayer, service red in the same chappell by 
Mr. J ones, a Batchelor in Divinitie and Chaplen 
in his house, who hathe of him a yearely 
stipend for reading prayer and preaching there, 
to which service and sermons himselfe, his 
Ladie and his familie doe come verie orderly, 
and we doe further certifie your worship that 
we ourselves doe verie often every yeare in the 
absence of his said chaplen, or when we are 
thereunto entreated by the said Sir George 
Shirley, corn thether and read serVice and 
preache in his said chappell to him, his Ladie 
and his familie; and this with remembrance of 
our humble dutie we committ you to God, 
and rest, 

Your worship's allwayes to conunand, 
Rich' Lewis (S.T.P.) [Vicar of Brackley]. 
WilIm. Jonnes (Clerk) [Rector of Syresham]. 
Chr. Middleton (Clerk) [Rector of Aston-Ie-

Walls]. 
Edwarde Wade (Clerk) [Rector of Holdenby 

and Church Brampton]. 
Dated the 23 of Januar. 1618 [1619] ,17 

15 Ibid., p. 225. 16 Ibid., p. xlv, n. 
17 Stemmata Shirleiana, p. 67. The identifications 

of the clergy are from H. I. Longden, N orthants and 
Rutland Clergy, 1500-1900. 

18 B.M., Harl. MS. 4928, p. 101B., quoted in 
Stemmata Shirleiana. This Thomas Shirley, accord
ing to E. P. Shirley, was "a most violent and bigoted 
Papist." (Stemmata Shirleiana, p. 94). 

19 He was a zealous Royalist and died in the Tower 

Sir George Shirley, in the words of his son, 
Thomas, died on 27th April, 1622, aged 63, 
"in the bosom of his . mother, the Roman 
Catholick Church" .18 ( 

On the death of Sir George, his descendants 
did not entirely desert Astwell. Sir Robert, the 
4th baronet, lived there as a boy during the 
early years of the Civil War,19 and his widow 
made it her home for many years. The house 
was kept up and the family probably came for 
a part of each year, but they took little or no 
part in the affairs of the County and inclined 
more and more to Staunton Harold and their 
other residences. 

Sir Robert Shirley, the 7th baronet, became 
Lord F errers of Chartley when this ancient 
barony was called out of abeyance by Charles II 
in 1677. In 1711 he was created Earl Ferrers 
by Queen Anne. His chief claim to distinction, 
however, was the number of his children. By 
his first wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Lawrence 
Washington of Garsden, (Wilts) he had 17 and 
by his second wife 10, "besides some 30 natural 
children" .20 

During the life-time of his son Washington, 
the second Earl Ferrers, John Bridges was at 
work on his history of Northamptonshire, and 
has preserved for us a glimpse of what "Ast
well, an old seat of Earl Ferrers" as he called 
it, looked like 240 years ago. 

"Behind the gate-house is a little court and 
an entry into the hall. The hall windows project 
en ronde and have battlements over them. The 
wainscot and chimney pieces in several rooms 
are adorned with the arms of the family and with 
other carved work: and the windows, which are 
of chrystal, are stained with flowers, birds, horses 
and other ornaments. At the east end. of the 
great parlour was formerly a chapel, where Dr. 
Sheldon, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Dr. Dolben, afterwards Archbishop of York, 
are said to have successively officiated as chap
lains to the family" . 21 

Of this Lord Ferrers a contemporary wrote: 
"He keeps as hospitable an house and enter
tains as nobly as any peer of the realm", 22 but 
on the whole the second and third earls were 
quite unremarkable people. Not so the fourth;
Laurence Shirley (1720-1760)-who succeeded 

of London in 1656. He conformed to the Church of 
England and built the interesting church at Staunton 
Harold, unique of its period. 

20 Complete Peerage, V, p. 331, note (e), but though 
the statement is in quotation marks, no authority for 
it is given. 

2 1 John Bridges, History of Northants, I, p. 214. 
Dr. Dolben was one of the Dolbens of Finedon, 
Northants. 22 C.P., V, p. 336. 
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his uncle, the third earl, in 1745. Of him Burke 
writes in his Peerage:-

"Although not bereaved of intellect, this 
nobleman frequently evinced strong symptoms 
of a constitutional v16lence of temper; and in 
one of the paroxisms of rage habitual with his 
lordship put to death his own confidential hmd-

. steward, an aged gentleman of the name of 
Johnson". 
Lord Ferrers wished to evict Johnson from 

his farm, and failing to do so, got him into Ills 
room at Staunton Harold, locked the door, 
pulled a pistol out of his pocket and shot him. 
He was tried by his peers in Westminster Hall, 
found guilty of murder, and sentenced to 
death. During his imprisonment in the Tower 
of London before his execution, he was several 
times visited by his cousin Se~, Countess of 
Huntingdon (of whom more below). 

Ferrers decided to die in the grand manner, 
even though it was the death of a felon. When 
the fatal day arrived he put on a suit embroid
ered with silver and was driven from the Tower 
to Tyburn in his own landau drawn by six 
horses, and, according to tradition, was hanged 
with ' the silken cord which was the privilege 
of a peer instead of the hempen rope used for 
common murderers.23 A vast multitude of 
people assembled to watch the execution for 
which the "'new drop" (just introduced instead 
of the cart, ladder and medieval gibbet) was 
used for the first time. Tyburn gallows stood 
close to the site of the Marble Arch on the 
boundary of the parishes of St. Marylebone 

, and Westminster. 

THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDQN 

Selina Shirley above mentioned was the 
daughter of the second Earl Ferrers, and a 
woman of great character and achievement. 
She was born at Astwell in 170724 and· at the 
age of twenty married the 9th Earl of Hunt
ingdon, "a nobleman of a retired and amiable 
disposition". She was on terms of close friend
ship with John and Charles Wesley and George 
Whitfield, the last named acting ,as her chap
lain. With him she founded a sect of Calvinistic 
Methodists which became known as "The 
Countess of Huntingdon's Connection", and 
many of the 64 chapels which she established 

23 The D.N.B., however, says there is no foundation 
for the tradition. 

24 "At Astwell House on 12th .August, 1707", 
(Complete Peerage). The D.N.B. says 24th August, 
and Baker "on Midsummer Day"! 

26 D.N.B. Staunton Harold Hall was sold by the 

in different parts of England are still in exist - . 
tence. George Baker did not entirely approve of 
her, writing of "her peculiar views of Christian 
truth", but adds: "Those who differ from her 
most widely in sentiment must do justice to 
her virtues". She spent over £100,000 in 
charity, re-awakened an interest in religion 
among the aristocracy and had a considerable ' 
influence on the religious history of he~ time. 
She died in 1791. 

On the execution of the 4th Earl Ferrers in 
1760, he was succeeded by his younger brother, 
Washington, who became a Vice-Admiral. In 
1763 George III restored to him the family 
estates which had been forfeited to the Crown 
for his brother's felony, and he immediately 
sold Astwell House and manor to Richard, 
Earl Temple, using the proceeds towards the 
cost of rebuilding Staunton Harold Hall in the 
Palladian style.25 Thus, after 178 years ended 
the connection of the Shirleys with Astwell. 

QUICK CHANGES 

By this sale to Lord Temple, uncle of the 
first Duke . of ' Buckingham, Astwell Manor 
House with its surrounding farms and cottages 
lost what still remained 'of its vitality and 
interest as a separate entity where the lord of 
the manor at least occasionally resided, and 
became a mere outlying portion of the large 
estate of the Dukes of Buckingham centred 
upon Stowe. Most of the manor house was 
pulled down, leaving only so much as was 
considered appropriate to the residence of a 
tenant farmer. Mercifully the gate-house was 
also spared, for interested eyes were. already 
turning towards the Middle Ages. The third 
Duke of Buckingham through his extravagance 
got into serious money difficulties,26 and in 
1850 sold the Astwell estate, then consisting of 
the ·manor house and three farms. 

The new owner was Charles, 3rd Lord 
Southampion-a member of the FitzRoy family, 
seated at Wl¥ttlebury,~but in 1864 he resold 
it , to Edward Douglas-Pennant, later the first 
Lord Penrhyn, whose Northamptonshire resi
dence was at Wicken. From him it descended 
to the Hon. Harriet Ella Douglas-Pennant, 
who' in 1919 sold the property to J ames Morriss 

12th Earl Ferrers to a demolition contractor in 1955, 
out was immediately purchased by the Cheshire 
Homes organisation and turned into a Home for 
Incurables. (Ex. inf. Dr. L. A. Parker). 

26 C.P. II, 409. 
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Woodthorpe of Peterborough, who immediately 
resold "Astwell Castle Farm" (i.e. the. manor 
house with 440 acres of land) to Albert Victor 
Emerton, farmer, who was apparently the sit
ting tenant. 

The speed of the changes in ownership in 
these hard times fm; farmers now increased. In 
1922 the farm was conveyed to J oseph Emerton 
of Peterborough who in 1931 sold it to Thomas 
Turner Tims of Stuchbury, farmer. In 1942 it 
was purchased from Mr. Tims by Captain 
G. W. M. Lees, of Falcutt House, to be held 
in trust for his daughter, Miss J ulia Lees, 
to whom it was conveyed by the trustees 
after her marriage to Major Hereward Wake of 
Courteenhall in 1952;27 

The history of Astwell is a good illustration 
of the gradual absorption into larger estates of 
thousands of little independent manors all over 
the country. This trend received a great 
impetus in the 16th century and reached its 

culmination in the 19th. The political and 
economic stresses of the late 19th and the 
present century have thrown everything into 
the melting-pot again, 'and an entirely new 
conception as well as a new pattern of land
ownership is emerging before our eyes. 

In 1959, with the aid of a grant from the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings on the advice 
of the Historic Buildings Council, Mrs. Wake 
repaired Astwell Manor House, which is now 
open to the public by appointment with the 
occupier during the summer. Future genera
tions will be grateful for the preservation of 
this rare and beautiful link with by-gone 
centuries. 

The writer desires to express her thanks to 
Mrs. Wake for access to the title-deeds; to 
Mr. King, Mr. Warhurst and Dr. L. A. ~arker 
for references and information; to the staff of 
the Bodleian Library; and to Mr. Pidgeon of 
Astwell for shewing her over the tower. 

27 For this and other transfers of the property between 1850 and 1952, the authority is the title
deeds, penes Mrs. Wake. 

SAMUEL BEESLEY, THE ALDWINCKLE CARRIER 

Drawn by Robert Cruikshank, 1851, and published by J. T. Notcutt, bookseller, of Thrapston. 
Mrs. Ann Dines was licensee of the King's Head, Thrapston. 
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Delapre Day. Extracts from Speeches 

Miss Joan Wake, who; as she moved forward to speak, was greeted with a most 
heart-warming round of applause, said: 

"I am really rather overwhelmed. First of all I have been asked on behalf of the speakers 
to thank the proposers and seconders for their resolution of thanks which you carried so 
very heartily. . . . 

They say I am a legendary figure; certainly legends have been growing up which ought 
to be dispelled, and one is, ladies and gentlemen, that this [Delapre Campaign] was a one
man show (or a one-woman show). We were a great band of people. Things looked very 
gloomy at the end of 1955. Early in January, 1956, we had a test meeting in Northampton 
on a bitterly cold winter's night, and when a hundred people left their firesides and turned 
up-we knew which way the wind was blowing. A more devoted and enthusiastic band of 
workers never got together. I must mention the names of my Committee, who are all 
here today-Mr. Elborne (our chairman), Mr. Mumby (our honorary treasurer), Mr. 
Gordon Gilbert, and my nephew, Captain Peter Wake, and they stuck to it, and we had 
such wonderful support that we couldn't possibly fail, and we knew that Northamptonshire 
people, and the country at large, if there is a really good cause that is dearly put before 
them, will always support it and produce the money. . . . -

It has been for many, many years my object and the object of many of us to have such a 
place as Delapre Abbey for the whole Shire, including the Soke of Peterborough, where the 
records can be kept and where students of all ages from hoary old historians to children 
from the elementary schools can come and study the history of our County-a County so 
rich in history and in beautiful buildirigs. 

I want now to ask you to remember with gratitude some of the great ones of the past in 
Northamptonshire who are no longer with us. First I will mention Mr. W. T. Mellows 
of Peterborough and-Mr. J ames Manfield,-both of whom helped to found the Record 

' Society,-and Mr. Frank Lee, one-time Mayor of Northampton, who had this matter of 
Delapre for the records so much at heart. And lastly I will ask you to remember Lord 
Exeter, who as Custos Rotulorum for both the County and the Soke was so tremendously 
keen and interested. I believe that the very last thing he did for Northamptonshire was to 
help us over our Delapre Campaign only a few weeks before he died. We shall never cease 
to be grateful to him. The Dowager Lady Exeter is so sorry she cannot be here today, but 
we are so glad that their daughter .Lady Romayne Brassey and her husband Captain Peter 
Brassey have been able to come. 

And you people who have lived in Hardingstone-our Mayor is a native of Hardingstone, 
and I lived there myself for a year or two,-we would all like to remember dear Miss Mary 
Bouverie, who shared this place with so many people, both in the COUlity and in the Borough. 

I have been called many things in my time-I nave been called the best burglar in the 
County, and I have been described as a croSs between a missionary and a ferret. I have handed' 
over my burglary work and my ferreting work to my late colleague, Mr. King, and his admir
able Staff who are doing such excellent 'York. The missioaary work the Record Society 
does keep, I think, in its own hands, and the publishing work, and if you are pleased about 
what has happened and you want to show your pleasure, might I tell you how you can do 

..it-now you know what is coming-you will all go into the library and 'join the Record 
, Society, and I hope we shall have a great increase of membership as the result of today's 
, wonderful proceedings. 

Now I want ,to thank, on behalf of us all, the County Council and the Borough Council 
and Sir John Pascoe and British Timken Limited, who are our hosts today, for providing 
this wonderful party for us. I think it is so marvellous of you all to come and rejoice with 
us, and it is the greatest encouragement to us in our work. It really has been a most wonderful 
day-thank you all so much. 
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REVIEW 
W. G. Hoskins, Local History in England (Longmans, 1959, 2ls.). How exciting and 

stimulating a thing it is to come across someone with the rare faculty of approaching a subject 
with a fresh and independent eye, and who with an untrammelled mind tan put aside all pre
conceived opinions and walk about a well-travelled region as though he were the first explorer 
to land upon its shores. Such a one is Dr. W. G. Hoskins and local history in this country under 
his inspiration had already assumed new dimensions before the appearance of this, his latest 
work. One can say without hesitation, though not in agreement with every detail, that it should 
be in the hands of everyone interested in the subject. 

There are chapters dealing with the equipment and training of historians; former local 
histories; printed, oral, manuscript and visual sources; the manor, the parish, the town; churches 
and schools; fieldwork; population; writing and publishing. Others have written on these topics 
in recent years, but Dr. Hoskins's book is different for the following reasons: (1) he brings out the 
significance of local history as an essential part of the history of England; (2) he is full of encourage
ment for the amateur, the "intelligent unacademic villager, and stresses the value of the contri
bution which, from intimate knowledge of the locality, only he or she can make; (3) though 
dealing adequately with printed and manuscript sources he brings into the foreground the vast 
amount which can be learnt from "the visual evidence of the past", which, as he says, has 
hitherto been so grossly and so strangely neglected. His chapters on the topography of towns 
and on buildings generally are perhaps the most brilliant and important parts of the book; the 
passages on the borough of Stamford will be read with delight. 

Some of his casual remarks scattered through the pages are worthy of notice: "History is not 
something which is dead and finished with. The good local historian will see it at work all around 
him". "The size of a parish church has no necessary connection with the size of the population 
of the parish, especially where medieval churches are concerned. Churches were built for the 
greater glory of God". "Observe how people behave today, for it will throw light on the way 
they behaved in the past". "It was amateurs who founded the study oflocal history ... We always 
do best those things we are not doing for money". And there are nice tributes to both the late 
Mr. Frank Lee's paper: The Origins of Northampton, and to Mrs. Fisher's A Scrapbook of Ashton. 

We hope very much that in the next edition all the books mentioned in the text will be 
added to the bibliography at the end -which would make it far more useful. · We think further 
that there is more to be said for the local antiquary who collects facts than · Dr. Hoskins will 
allow. Historians are rare birds, and like good huntsmen, are born, not made. 

Though we cannot all expect to emulate Dr. Hoskins in his powers of observation and 
deduction, his book will undoubtedly give such an impetus to the writing of local history as it 
has not had for two centuries and more,-~n impetus to move on from the descent of manors 
to the study of communities. J.W. 

MAY-NOON 
How sweet it is, when sun gets warmly high, 

In the mid-noon, as May's first cowslip springs, 
And the young cuckoo his first ditty sings, 

To wander out, and take a book; and lie 
'Neath some low pasture-bush, by guggling springs 

That shake the sprouting flag as crimpling by ; 
Or where the sunshine freckles on the eye 

Through the half-clothed branches in the woods ; 
Where airy leaves of woodbines, scrambling high, 

Are earliest venturers to unfold their buds ; 
And little i-ippling runnels curl their floods, 

Bathing the primrose-peep, and strawberry wild, 
And cuckoo-flowers just creeping from their hoods, 

With the sweet season, like their bard, beguil'd. JOHN CLARE. 

o 
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MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS FOR SALE BY THE SOCIETY 

THE following books, pamphlets, and offprints of articles of ' Northamptonshire interest are now 
offered for sale at the prices quoted, which include postage. Apply Hon. Secretary, Northamp
ton~hire Record Soc~ty, Delapre Abbey, Northampton. 

Royal Archaeological Institute. Report of the Summer Meeting at Northampton, 1953, with plans 
and illustrations, 5s. 5d. 

This interesting volume amounts to a guide to a high proportion of the most important objects of archi
tectural and archae010gical interest in Northamptonshire. Articles by W. H. Godfrey, Joan Evans, 
E. C. Rouse, J. F. Webb, C. A. R. Radford, Margaret Whinney and other eminent authorities on the 
Northampton churches, St. John's Hospital, the Sessions House, and Abington Abbey, in the borough; 
and, in the county, on Althorp, Cottesbrooke Ha]], Brockhall, Drayton House, Castle Ashby, Boughton 
House, Lamport ,Hall and Rectory, Deene Park, Kirby Hall, Courteenhal1 House and School, and 
Easton Neston; the churches at Great Brington, Cottesbrooke, Lowick, Higham Ferrers, Rushden, 
Earls Barton, Rothwell, Brixworth, Lamport and Deene; also on Jesus Hospital, Rothwell, the Chiche1e 
bui1dings at Higham Ferrers, the Tresham buildings at Lyveden: Rushton, and Rothwell, Ge.ddington 
Cross, Hunsbury Hill, Bury Mount at Towcester, and a note on the monuments in WarktoI'l Church. 

By Frank Lee: 
A New Theory of The Origins"and Early Growth of Northampton, reprinted from the Archaeo
logical Journal, (1954). Is. 8d. 

An elaboration of an extremely interesting and convincing theory of the gradual development of the 
borough in an easterly direction, governed by the position of the river crossings. With plan and diagrams. 

Edited with Introductions by W. T. Mellows and A. Bell: 
The Peterborough Chronicle of Hugh Candidus with La Geste de Burch, (1949). 15s. 1 Od. 

The publication of this important 12th century chronicle was welcomed by scholars. The text is based 
on the 17th century transcript of the (earliest) version in the Peterborough cartu1ary which was 
destroyed in the Cotton Library fire of. 1731, collated with the 13th and 14th century versions still 
surviving. 
La Geste de Burch is a inedieval Oate 13th century?) translation in verse of part of Hugh Candidus's 
Chronicle. The present text is based on Joseph Sparke's printed edition of 1723, (the original having 
perish~d) and is here given with notes and a prose translation. 

By Mona Clyde Clinch: 
The Story of Blisworth (1939). 5s. 7d. 

This 'is an admirable historical account of an interesting village. 

By Joan Wake: 
A Northamptonshire Rector: Life of Henry IshamLongden, Scholar, Sportsman,Priest (1859-1942). 
Reprinted from Northants and Rut/and Clergy, Vol. XV, with 18 illustrations and a bibliography 
of H. 1. Longden's works. (48 pp.,--1943). 5s. 5d. ' 

An account of a country parson, with three great interests in life. His magnum opus is Northamptonshire 
and Rutland Clergy, 1500-1900, in 15 vols. bound as six. 

Northamptonshire Records, reprinted from Speculum, the Journal of the Medieval Academy of 
Amei:ica, for April, 1958. (7 pp. Is.2d.) '. 

A paper read before the Academy at Cambridge, Mass., in 1957, describing what the records are, and 
why, how and where such as survive have been preserved. 

St. Peter . .. himself a Married Man (1943). Reprinted, with five illustrations, from Vol. XIV 
of Northants and Rutland Clergy. Is. 2d. . . 

This gives a short account of the history of the marriage of the clergy in the Church of England, with 
some notes on Northamptonshire clergy, their wives, and families, particularly the Walkers of 
Great Billing. 

Also reprints of the following articles: Northamptonshire Families, Is. 2d., and Northampton
shire Wills and Administrations, Is. 2d., by H. 1. Longden; Parish Register Extracts from the 
Lost Registers of Barby, Maidwell, Pytchley and Rothwell, also of Stoneleigh (Warwickshire), Is.2d. 

Guide to an Exhibition illustrating the' History of Local Government (1951) Is. 2d. 
With historical notes. This pamphlet might be useful to teachers of the history of local administration 
in Northamptonshire. 
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