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THE WILL OF CLEMENCE STOCK OF BOUGHTON 

LAST ABBESS OF DELAPRE 

The President of the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Division of the High Court of 
Justice decided in 1958 to transfer from Birmingham Probate Registry to the North
amptonshire Record Office the wills and registers of wills formerly in the Northampton . 
and Peterborough Registries. Those from the Northampton Registry consist of wills 
proved in the Archdeciconry Court of Northampton from 1467 to 1858, and those from 
Peterborough of wills of the Consistory Court of Peterborough from the foundation of 
the See in 1541 to the same date. There is no need to labour the point that the transfer, 
which took place ' this year, will be of great benefit to local historians and of course to 
genealogists. For the most part here is a mine which has not, with two outstanding 
exceptions, * been systematically worked, but from which one may confidently expecfwill 
emerge important evidence about the social history of Northamptonshire to supplement 
other sources such as private 'letters and accounts, particularly of the Tudor period 
when those are few in number. The will of Clemence Stock, printed below, is from the 

Northampton series (Register Book I, fo. 192). 

The Rev. R. M. Serjeantson, in his history 
of Delapre Abbey,! referred to the generous 
pension of £40 granted to the Abbess of Delapre 
after the dissolution of the Abbey by Henry 
VIII, remarking that the allowances made to 
the Prioress and seven other sisters were 
"miserably poor". He noted, too, that in the 
reign of Philip and M~ry the Prioress and four 
of the nuns were still receiving their pensions, 
with the inference that at some time previously' 
Clemence Stock had died. She died, in fact, in 
December, 1546, in extreme old age. She had 
been described just eight years previously as 
"a very sickly and an aged woman". 2 She had 
then been Abbess of Delapre for upwards of 
thirty-four years. 

Dame Clemence made her will, according to 

medieval cUstom, when death was imminent. 
It is dated 8th December, 1546, and was proved 
only five days later; she therefore p~edeceased 
Henry VIII by about seven weeks. The will, 
with the help of other contemporary records 
throws much light on the former abbess's 
manner of life, her relatives, friends, and neigh
bours, her possessions, concerns, and affections, 
and which is of particular interest, the heading 
to the document in the register, which reads 
"The Will of Clement Stock of Boughton", 
points to the fact that after her surrender of 
her Abbey to the King's Commissioners on 
16th December, 1538, she went to live in her 
native village of Boughton, four miles from 
Delapre but on the other side of Northampton.3 

The will is printed in extenso with the original 

* These are R. M . Serjeantson and H. 1. Longden, The Parish Churches and Religious Houses of Northants, 
their Dedications, Altars, Images and Lights (1913) and H. I. Longden, Northants and Rut/and Clergy, 
1500-1900, (16 vols. with index) .. 
1 A History of Delapre Abbey (1909), p. 28. This 

first appeared in the Journal of the Northants History 
Society, Vol. XV. 

2 Ibid., p. 26. 
3 The Rev. H. 1. Longden, while collecting 

materials for his great book, N orthants and Rutland 
Clergy, 1500-1900, came across and abstracted 
Clemence Stock's will, though he was · curiously 
reluctant to recognise the identity of the testator of 
1546 with the former Abbess of Delapre. There can, 
however, be no doubt of this, for, apart from the 

fact that she mentions her deceased brother, Sir 
John Stock, a priest who in his own will of 1528 
(Register Book D, fo. 53) bequeathed the residue of 
his estate to her by the name of the Abbess of Delapre, 
further evidence is provided by the will of their 
brother, William Stok(e) of Boughton (Register Book 
of 1467 to 1506), who left 6s. 8d. to his brother Sir 
John Stok, 6s. 8d. to his sister Luce (Lucy) Baker, 
described as "of Bedford", and 6s. 8d. and his best 
gown to his sister "Clemens the nonne". The will is 
dated 20th Dec. 1500. 
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spelling on page 286 below. The following 
notes on its contents may be of interest. 

The first bequest -of her soul to God and 
His glorious Mother Virgin our Blessed Lady 
and to all the compar1y of heaven-was common 
form at this period. Her wish to be buried 
where she died may give a clue to the place of 
her death (discussed below, p. 286). She left 
many bequests in money, including 4d. to 
Peterborough Cathedral (newly founded as such 
in 1541), and 20s. to Boughton church, amount
ing in all to £30 or more-a considerable sum 
in those days. ' . 

Among various specific bequests were two 
gold rings, a silver gilt spoon, five silver spoons, 
a silver spice box, "all my plate in my sis~er 
Lucy's keeping", three beds, two brass pots 
and two pans, six pewter plates ' and dishes and 
six saucers, her best gown and best kirtle. She 
left the residue of her property to her nephew, 
Sir John Baker, vicar of Wollaston and rector 
of Draughton, whom she named as executor. 
Her immediate family was as follows :-

originals, which, handed back to the executors 
after probate, have for the most part disap
peared. The form of the surname as used by 
Serjeantson and in the Victoria County History 
has been adopted in this article. The Abbess's 
Christian name also varied in different docu
ments. The Latin form is Clementia, often 
spelt Clemencia in the Middle Ages. The ' 
English form, Clemence, would seem to be 
more correct than the diminutive, Clementina, 
used by the V.C.H. . 

It is difficult to say much of the social position 
. of the Stock family of Boughton. They do not 

appear to have been wealthy and were probably 
of yeoman rank. I have found no evidence to 
bear out a suggestion made in Northampton
shire Past and Present4 that they were related 
to the Thomas Stokke, rector of Easton on the 
Hill, who was the virtual founder of Browne's 
Hospital, Stamford. There were in fact 
numerous families named Stocks and Stokes 
scattered over the length and breadth of · the 
county. 

- STOCK OF BOUGHTON NEAR NORTHAMPTON 

I 
I I I I 

William Stock Sir John Stock, Lucy John Baker, 
of Bedford 

Clemence, 
of Bough~on Vicar of Hardingstone, 

etc. (See below) I 
Sir J ohn Baker, 

. Abbess of Delapre, 
1504 to 1538 

Vicar of W ollaston, & 
Rector of Draughton 

Kinsfolk referred to in her will were the 
Marriots of Quinton, the Pembertons (perhaps 
of Draughton), the Says (perhaps of Dodding
ton), and the Spencers of Boughton. 

That the Stocks were a Boughton family is 
evident from the will of William, the Abbess's 
brother who was of Boughton, and who left 
instructions that he was to be buried in the 
churchyard of St. John the Baptist's there, next 
to the grave of his father. It may be noted that 
his surname appears in his will as "Stok' "
" Stoke" in the margin, - and that Dame 
Clemence's name is also spelt in various ways: 
Stocke, Stokes, Stock. Apart from the fact that 
there was no · fixed spelling at this date, it has 

. to be remembered that all these early North
amptonshire wills are copies in registers, not 

4 Vol. n;No. 3, p. 152;note 52. 
5 Clemence in her will calls Thomas's wife 

"Mary", but it is "Margery" in this deed and in 
Thomas's will. 

6 N.R.O./Finch-Hatton MSS. 416 and 1802 (two 
parts ofthe same fine). The Hasilwodes and Barnards 

Turning back now to the Abbess's will, one 
notices bequests to a number of relatives, all 
except for Leuc' (Lucy) Baker, her sister, called 
"cousins", a word which at that date signified 
nothing more than a blood relative and included 
even nephews, nieces and grandchildren; Sir 
John Baker, her nephew-"Sir", representing 
"Dominus", was the courtesy title accorded to 
priests-is actually called a "cousin" in the 
will. Amongst these kinsmen are Thomas 
Pemberton and John Marriot whom we know 
to have joined with their wives5, with John 
Baker and Lucy his wife and· Hugh Powcher 
and Alice his wife in the sale of a house and 
land in Draughton to John Hasilwode of Maid
well in 1539.6 The Marriots were evidently 
Quinton farmers, for the will of Thomas 

intermarried and one of the Barnards was a nun at 
Delapre at the Dissolution. The Barnards also owned 
the manors of Doddington and Earls Barton, the 
advowsons of which villages belonged to Delapre 
Abbey. . 
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Pemberton the younger mentions his brother
in,..law, John Marriot of Quinton7 ; and Hugh 
Powcher also had property at Quinton which 
is mentioned in his will.8 

The Marriots had the largest legacies under 
Dame Clemence's will,-Clemence, John's wife 
and the Abbess's namesake, receiving a quan
tity of brass and pewter, her -husband £3, (the 
largest monetary legacy), and their daughter 
Mary getting two beds, bedding apd other 
household goods. I have not been able to 
discover the exact relationship of the Marriots 
and the other "cousins" to Clemence Stock. 
The Spencers were a Boughton family, still 
there in 1589 when they sold a house and land 
to Thomas Facer,9 and there were Says in 
Northampton, Hardingstone, and Doddington, 
who made wills in the first half of the 16th 
century; the legatee was probably John Sey of 
Doddington who in 1553 made his will in which 
he mentioned his wife Agnes, four daughters 
(including one called Clemens), and four sons, 
of whom Thomas was left leases of land that 
had belonged to Richard Hoilmfraye of 
Boughton.10 - -

John Baker and Lucy, the Abbess's sister, 
both parties to the deed of 1539, were the 
parents of Sir John Baker, priest, executor of 
his aunt~s will. Baker had become Vicar of 
Wollaston in 1520 and Rector of Draughton in 
1528, both of them Delapre livings, to which 
he had clearly been presented by his aunt. ~1 
He seems to have held both benefices in plural-;, 
ity and was buried at Draughton in 1569. Sir 
John Baker had been preceded both at Wollaston 
and Draughton by his uncle Sir John Stock, 
the Abbess's brother. Stock himself had been 
presented to Wollaston in 1515 on giving up 
yet a third Delapre living~Doddington-to 
which he had been instituted vicar in 1509. It 
was in the same year, too, that he became 
Rector of Draughton succeeding there Sir John 
Chese, a relative of Clemence Stock's pre~ 
decessor, Johanna Chese. Sir John Chese had 

7 Register Book M, fo.4, dated 18th July, 1546, 
and proved 18th April, 1547. 

8 Ibid., fo. 155, dated 22nd May, 1529; no date of 
probate. 

9 N.R.O./Howard-Vyse Collection, box 17, par
cel3. 

10 Register Book L, fo. 60, dated 27th August and 
proved 14th November, 1553. Sey and his descend
ants owned the impropriate rectory of Doddington, 

become rector in 1501 following Sir John 
Hichecok. Both Hichecok -and Chese and the 
Abbess Johanna are mentioned in the will of 
Chese's uncle, another Sir Johp. Chese who was 
incumbent of Broughton, yet another Delapre 
living.12 Hichecok succeeded the uncle at 
Broughton and followed Sir John Stock at 
Doddington in 1515, holding both livings until 
his death in 1541. This nepotism in the matter 
'of preferment to the Delapre, Abbey benefices 
probably excited no more attention or criticism 
in its day than the presentation by lay patrons 
of their relations to "family livings" in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. 

Sir John Stock was also Vicar of Harding
stone from 1520, holding it in plurality with 
Draughton until his death' in 1528. The 
patronage of Hardingstone belonged to St. 
Andrew's Priory, but Bridges records that for 
this turn the Abbess of Delapte had a grant 
from them. Thus it was that for eight years 
Sir John and his sister were neighbours in the 
same parish. On his death he bequeathed a 
mark (13s. 4d.) "to every lady iri Delaprey".13 

Nothing much can be s.aid of the remaining 
legatees in the will. Sir Hugh. Edmundson, 
rector of Boughton, had a long incumbency 
from 1513 to 1549. Sir William Sniyth remains 
unidentified. A Master William Smyth wa& 
rector of Earls Barton, a Delapre living, from 
1525 to 1528, whose successor was presented 
by virtue of a-grant from the Abbess by William 
Smyth, Archdeacon of Lincoln, nephew of the 
Bishop of Lincoln of the same name, and ·there 
are other William Smyths recorded by Long
den. The surname is in fact too common to 
allow of any valid conclusions, though it should 
be noted that two of _ the nuns of Delapre at 
the Dissolution -were Emma Smyth and Grace 
Smyth.14 Legacies of 4d. apiece were be
queathed to the servants of John Marriot, and 
the handsome sum of 10s. to John Green, Lucy 
Baker's servant; nothing is said of any servant 
of Clemence Stock, unless Alice Larkyng was 

once the property of the Abbess and Convent of 
Delapre Abbey. 

11 Facts about the patronage of livings are taken 
from John Bridges' History of Northamptonshire. 

12 Register Book of 1467 to 1506, fo. 131, No. 478, 
will dated 9th February, 1500/1501; no date of pro
bate. 

13 Serjeantson, op. cit., p. 26. 
14 Ibid., p. 28. 
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such.IS No reason has been discovered for the 
bequests to Nicholas and Gertrude Hoy. The 
name is uncommon though there exists a will 
of a Richard Hoy 'of Doddington dated 1526. 
The customary provision for masses for the 
soul of the testator and her relatives occurs 
early in the will, in her case for three years, the 
priest to have £5.6s.8d. a year.I6 It is, perhaps, 
unusual that there is no bequest to the poor as 
such, but this would no doubt be covered by 
the gift of a shilling to every cottager in 
'Boughton and to ,each of her god-children 
there. Finally, the torch bearers at her funeral, 
the grave-digger, and her own bearers are not 
forgotten. 

To her n~phew, Sir John Baker, as executor, 
Dame Clemence added her kinsmen John 
Spencer of Boughton, senior, arid John Marriot 
of Quinton as supervisors of her will. Of the 
three witnesses John: Pendylton has not been 
identified, but "John Chantrell, parson" was 
Rector of Quinton in 1546, and "Rauff' Bryc' " 
was surely a member of the substantial Quinton 
family of BriceP This strongly suggests that 
Clemence' died at Quinton whilst on a visit to 
her relatives the Marriots. The bequest of her 
bed "in the great chamber of Boughton" may im
ply that she was away from home when making 
her will, and a long illness at Quinton before' 

.. her death is perhaps indicated by her lavish 
bequests to the Marriots, their children, and 
their servants. If these surmises are correct she 
would have been buried at Quinton, as she 

wished "my body to be buried in holy sepulture 
where I shall depart this life", but in default 
of definite evidence we must remain uncertain 
whether, as seems more likely, her bones lie in 
the little church at Quinton, or beneath the 
ruins of St. John the Baptists's church on 
Boughton Green. 

It is pleasant to find by this will that the last 
Abbess of Delapre spent her remaining years 
amongst her relatives and friends in the familiar 
surroundings of her old -home and in comfort
able circumstances. We have good grounds for 
picturing her supping out of her silver spoons 
and eating off her pewter plates, visiting her 
neighbours at Boughton, poor as well as rich, 
during the week, attending Mass on Sundays 
at St. John's Church in her best gown and 
kirtle, and surely present at the famous fair 
held on Boughton Green each St. John the 
Baptist's tide, as she had been in ' her child
hood's days,18-a good friend to all, a beloved 
aunt, and godmother on frequent occasions at 
the baptisms of the village children. 

The present writer desires to thank Mr. 
W. A. Pantin, Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, 
for his helpful comments on these notes. In 
the text of the will which follows, the original 
spelling has been retained but the punctuation 
has been mQdernised and the proper names 
printed with capitals. To those unacquainted 
with the English of this period, the meaning 
will come more easily if it be read aloud. 

P. I. KING. 

THE WYLL OF eLEMENT STOCKE DE BOUGHTON 

In the name of God, amen. In the yere off our Lord God MLVcXLVI in the eyght day 
off December in the yere of the reygn of our soueryng lorde Henry the viijt, bye the 
grace off God of England, Fraunc', and Ireland Kyng, Defender of the Fayth and in 
the erth of the Churche off Y ngland and Ireland Supreme Hedd, the xxxviiit 
I Clement Stocke, seke in body and hole in soule an~ off good & perfyt remembrans, 

, thanks be unto God, make thys mye testament and last wyll in maner & forme folowyng: 
Fyrst I geue, wyll, and bequeth mye soule holy to God A1lmyghty and to hys gloryus 

15 Mr. Pantin suggests that in the absence of any 
,. specific mention of Dame Clemence's own servants 
in the will, she may have lived at Boughton with her 
widowed sister Lucy, occupying the best bed
chamber there. 

16 A similar period and sum occur in the will of 
Joan Lyle of Leicester in 1528. 

17 A Thomas Brice of Quinton made his wlll on 
3rd February, 1529 (N. & R. Clergy, X, p. 19); John 
Brice of the same was rated at £3.8.0 for the subsidies 
of 39 and 44 Eliz. I (NRS Ill, pp. 70, 96); a William 

Brice of the same was a juror for the hundred in 
1657 (ibid. I, p. 171). Other Brices occur in the 
subsidy, militia, and jury lists of the 16th and 17th 
centuries in four of the parishes adjoining Quinton, 
but none in or near Boughton which lies seven miles 
from Quinton (See NRS I & Ill). 

18 Boughton Green Fair was for centuries a tre
mendous event for many miles around Boughton. 
It lapsed in 1914 and was never revived. In Dame 
Clemence's time it lasted for three days. 
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Mother Vyrgyn, our Blyssyd Lady and to all the holy company of heuen, and mye body 
to be buryd in holy sepulture where I shall departe thys present lyff. 
Item I bequeth to the mother churche off Peterborught, iii;d, and to the parysche churche 
of Boughton, :xx s. ' 
And to Sir Hewgh Edmunson, parsone of the say-d churche, on19 pare off flaxen shetts. 
Item I wyll that ther shall one honyst prest be hyerd bye· the space of !hre hole yers to 
sey Masses and other deuyne seruycez for mye soule, the soule of mye brother Sir 
John Stocke, [and] Sir Wylliam Smyth, prests, mye father and mother and all Christin 
soulls, and he to haue for euery yere duryng the sayd thre yers vI vj s viij d for hys 
stypendary . 
Item I wyll [f.192v] and bequeth to euery cotteer20 in Boughton aforsayd, xi; d. 
And to euery of my godchyldren ther xi; d. 
And I bequeth unto my syster Leuc' Baker my gold ryng wyth whytt amyll,21 a spone 
gyltyd [and] a spyce boxe of syluer. 
Item I getie wyll & bequeth to my cosyn John Spencer my plane hoppe of gold.22 
Item I geue Robert his sone too syluer spons. 
And to mye cosyn John hys yonger sonne i; syluer spons. 
Item I bequeth to my cosyn Annes Say one of my best raylez23 and to euery off hyr 
chyl9ren xij d. 
And to my cosyn John Saye xx·s. 
Item I geue & bequeth unto mye cosyn Thomas Pemerton :xx s., [and] to mye cosyn 
Marye hys wyff mye bedd in the gret chamber of Boughton wyth all that longyth to ytt. 
And to my godchyld John Pemerton :xx d. , 
Item I geue & bequeth unto Alys Larkyng xl s, mye best gowne & mye best kyrtyll.24 
Item I bequeth unto mye cosyn John Maryat ii; 1, [and] to my cosyn Clement hys wyff, 
a brasse potte, a gret brasse panne, halff a dosane puter platts, halff a dosane puter dyshys 
callyd corner porynger, halff a dosen sausers, a worte pane25 and a pare of shetts. 
Item to their dougther Marye Maryet, on fether bedd, i; pare of shetts, a couerlyd and 
my trusyng bedd26 wyth all that longyth to hytt, a syluer spone, a brase pott, a brasse 
pane, one table c1oyth, on towell, and :xx s in monye. 
Item to Katerin Mariott v; s, vii; d. and to euery of hyr brethern & systerne xx d. 
Item to euery of the seruants of mye sayd cosyn, John Maryett iii; d. 
Item I wyll & bequeth to John Grene, seruant unto mye syster Leuc' Baker, x s. 
Item I wyll & bequeth unto my cosyn Sir John Baker, prest, all mye platte in the kepyng 
of mye sayd syster, hys mother. 
Item I wyll that the resydow off mye remanyng in Boughton aforesayd be sold be mye 
executers to the intent that the mony ther of rysyngand comyng be conuertyd to the 
huse & behoffe of Nycholas Hoye, to fynde hym to scole·or other wyse as shalbe thought 
profetable to the sayd Nycholas, bye ye dyschressyon of mye sayd executor, sauyng xl s 
ther off, wyche I wyll & bequeth to Gertrud Hoy, syster to the sayd Nycholas, to hyr 
maryng. 
I tem I bequeth to fower persons that shall take panys after mye departyr to bere mye 
bodye to holye sepulture xv; d, and to be dystrybut emongs them that shall ryng duryng 
the tyme of mye buryall vii; d, and to hym that shall make mye graue iii; d. 
Item I wyll there shalbe prouyd27 agenst the day off mye buryall fower newgh trorchys28 
to bume duryng the same, & after to remane to the use off the churche where I shall soe 
chawnc to be buryd. ., ' 
Item I bequeth to euerye of them that bere anye of the sayd torches the tyme off mye 
buryall i; d. 

19 = "one" here as elsewhere. 
20 Cottager. . 
21 For "amel" meaning "enamel". 
22 A gold ring. 
23 Gown or neckerchief. 

24 A short jacket, a mantle. 
26 A vegetable pan or brewing vessel. 
26 A portable or folding bed. 
27 "provided". 
28 for "torches". 

,/ 
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The resydow of mye goods, jeuells,. & all mye catells unbequeth, mye legaces, dettes~ & 
funeralls peyd, fulfylyd, & done, I wyll shalbe at the dyscressyon of mye' forsayd cosyn, 
Sir John Baker, wherin he shall thynke best, whome I orden & make mye full executore, 
and I orden & 'make to be superuisers ofthys mye testament & last'wyll, niye cosyn John 
Spenser the e1dre aforesayd and mye cosyn John Maryott aforesayd, and that euery of 
them shall haue for their labore xl s. 
Thes beyng wytnes: John Chantrell, parson, Rauffe Bryc', John Pendylton. 

Probatum etc coram nobis Johanne Apharre legum doctore officiali 
antedicto ac per nos etc xiijdie Decembris anno dnj 1546 anno 
predicto comissaque fuit administratio etc executori in , eodem 
nominato et iurato saluo iure cuiuscumque, et,c. 

Translation 
This is an abbreviated note of probate: 

"Proved etc., before us, John Apharre, Doctor of Laws, the official 
aforesaid, and by us, etc., the 13th day of December, A.D. 1546, the 
year aforesaid, and the administration etc., committed to the 
executor named in the same and he sworn, saving the right of 

whomsoever, etc.". 
The official was the deputy of the Archdeacon of Northampton, in 
whose Court the will was proved. "Apharre" is an early form of "Parry" . 

• 
Delapre Day~ Extracts from Speeches 

The Master of the Rolls (the Right Honble. the Lord Evershed) said: 
"You have-paid me a very great honour in asking me to come here today and to declare 

open, as I shall presently do, Delapre Abbey, as a Record repository. These, I assure you, 
are not words that are merely polite and perfunctory, for it must be true that Delapre Abbey, 
by virtue first of its quality and its history as a building, and secondly by virtue of the records 
it contains and will contain, and their sources, can justly claim to be the outstanding repository 
in our Kingdom, if not in a wider field. 

I do not know whether you have by your invitation thought of me in my capacity as 
Master of The Rolls, or as Presid~nt of The British Records Association, as Chairman of the 
Historical Manuscripts Commission, or as a Trustee of the Pilgrim Trust, but all these capa
cities unite in this, in a real admiration for the County of Northampton and the work it has 
done and does in the field of archives. 

Thinking back over the period, and it is' not inYour history a very long one, during which 
the Governments of our country have applied themselves to performing what , Sir J ames 
Grigg called 'the inescapable duty of the civilised state to preserve its archives' ,-looking 
back over that period one thing is very clear, that there has -of recent years been an immense 
increase in the realisation of the significance of archives as the source for historians. Indeed, 
it is only within the last generation really, that bodies like your County Council have really 
performed, as you so well do, the duty to posterity of looking after local archives. Most 
other counties now do the same, and for that it may well be that much credit is due to the 
British Records Association, and to one woman whose name I must mention on this occasion, 
Miss Ethel Stokes. As a man indeed you will perhaps allow me, for we are nothing if not 
chivalrous, to express real appreciation for the work women have performed, work of skill 
and patience in the field of archives. In this partnership between the archivist and the 
historian, and I would not before ,so , many historians dare to say this without quoting 
authority, Sir Keith Hancock has said: 'The historian is the more selfish and gets all the 
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glory'. Of the archivist he might say with Orl~do: ,'How well in thee appears the constant 
service of the antique world for duty, not for meat'. 

One may then ask, why is there this increase of interest and how has it come about? 
What is its justification? And to that surely the answer is certain enough-we cannot hope 
. to make plans rightly for the funire of our country and for posterity unless we first under
stand the past. The well-known saying of Professor Maitland as regards the law has indeed 
a much wider application-'We study', he said, 'the day before yesterday, so that yesterday 
. may not paralyse today, and today may not paralyse tomorrow'. In these endeavours, as I 
have said, the archivist and the historian are partners: to the scholar andto the historian it . 
matters little whether the sources he wishes to study are public records, properly so-called, 
or are records of a local authority, ecclesiastical retords or private records. What does matter 
is that the records should be preserved, and let me add, for this is of the utmost importance, 
preserved coherently, that is in their natural place as part of a series. And what next matters 
is that they should be accessible. And from this something follows. It is in all conscience 
hard enough to find the records and to preserve them, but to render them accessible in a 
true sense there must be an immense work of patience and skill applied in cataloguing them, 
arranging them, and so presenting them. to the world of scholars in a form which is to them 
most useful. Havirig said so much let me retUrn to my tribute to this County of Northampton. 
It appears to be thoroughly well represented today-only, I assume, is the County Cricket 
Eleven absent, playiI~g agains1:my County at Derby. . 

The Regius Profe'ssor of Modern History in the University of Cambridge wrote not long 
ago: 'The collection of the materials of county and national history which has been built up 
by the Northamptonshire Record Society is unsurpassed in value by any other county 
collection' . You will perhaps allow me, as an Oxford man, to look upon this pale blue eulogy 
with some slight reserve, so 1 ask, what did the Regius Professor of History at Oxford say? 
-1 will tell you and let him now, since 1 believe he is here, deny it if he will:-'For twenty
five years Northamptonshire has earned the respect of the historical wodd by its outstanding 
achievement in the preservation and publication of its records'. With this commanding 
concurrence of the two major Universities, it is only just and proper that we should now 
salute the County of Northampton for its services and leadership in this field. 

You will note that I have not so far at all distinguished between the County as a geographical 
entity, and the relevant institutions in it, and. indeed that is deliberate, for it is in this respect 
perhaps that our tribute to this County should be most particularly sincere. Accessibility for 
the scholar means that the relevant records should be conveniently accessible. Those relating 
particularly, though by no means exclusively, to this County, this part of England, are to be 
found at Delapre Abbey, where they are together in what is, in my experience, a most 
remarkable cohabitation. And that is because in a remarkable degree, and to the great credit 
if 1 may respectfully say so, of those responsible-private owners, the County and the 
Borough Authorities, the Soke of Peterborough and the ecclesiastical ~uthorities----all these 
having combined to make this place a 'very efficient and scholarly resort, as much as anything, 
made possible the great achievement of collecting the necessary funds and preserving Delapre 
Abbey as the outstanding repository, for so 1 have called it, of the country. 

1 would like to thank, on your behalf, all the generous contributors. 1 would like to thank 
all those who have worked so hard to bring this about because it has m,eant a tremendous 
lot of work by a great many people, and if they are now nameless 1 hope they will not think 
that they are forgotten. But one name 1 add, that of Mr. King, ~he County archivist, who has 
won such fame in this field, and whose skill and energy has done so much, and will do so 
much for the records in this County. To him we are much indebted for the exhibition which 
will be presently available to your gaze. The exhibition is, of course, but a small excerpt from 
an altogether wonderful collection .... 

Well, Mr. Chairman, 1 have spoken in all conscience long enough; 1 am not sure whether 
1 now ought to do it, but 1 will declare. Delapre Abbey open, though you will not at once go 
to it for you have something much better to listen to first". 
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THE PUBLICATIONS 
OF THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD SOCIETY 

are on sale at tke following prices (plus postage and packing) to members and non-members 
respectively. It is possible in some cases to supply second-hand copies of out-of-print volumes. 

Payment should be made in sterling. Please apply to the Hon. Secretary, Delapre Abbey, Northampton . . 

VOL. I Quarter Sessions Records of the County of Northampton, 
1630, 1657, 1657-8. Edited by Joan Wake, with an Introduction by S. A. Peyton (1924). 
Price to members, £1.1.0, to non-members, £1.5.0. (Out of print). . 

"Miss Wake prints the actual records of the justices' proceedings ... These are preceded by an 
admirable survey of the justices' activities in the early 17th century, written by Mr. S. A. Peyton, 
and a critical and descriptive note on the Northamptonshire quarter sessions records by Miss 
Wake ... It is to be hoped that the Northamptonshire Record Society will continue their publication 
of what is undoubtedly one of the most valuable sources for the social and economic history of the 
later 17th century.'.' English Historical Review. . 

VOL. II Henry of Pytchley's Book of Fees, edited with an Introduction by 
W. T. Mellows, (1927). Price to members, £1.10.0,; to non-members £1.17.6. (Out of print). 

"Few of the great JIlonasteries had a finer series of registers and cartularies than the twenty-three 
which Mr. Mellows enumerates, and (save two not known to survive) describes with a particularity 
which will make his list extremely helpful to historical students ... It will be seen that he had a 
formidable task in mastering the great mass of local manuscript material alone, apart from the general 
printed sources. The results of his labour are mainly to be seen in the fullness and accuracy of his 
notes on the various fiefs, which present many knotty points of genealogy." James Tait in English 
Historical Review, April 1928. 

VOL. III Musters, Beacons, Subsidies, &c., in the County of North
ampton, 1586-1623. Edited by Joan Wake, with an Introduction by John E. Morris, 
D.LITT., pTT.D., a Genealogical Note by the Rev. Henry Isham Longden, and a note on the 
Roman and Hindu-Arabic notations by Edward M. Longley (1926).'Price to members, £1.1.0,; 
"to I).on-members,. £1.5.0. (Out of print). 

This manuscript is the Musters Book kept by Sir Richard Knightley of Fawsley, one of the 
deputy lieutenants for Northamptonshire under the lieutenancy of Sir Christopher Hatton 
(1586-1591) and Thomas, first Earl of Exeter. . 

"This is a local publication of unusual importance ... The main interest of the volume for most 
readers will probably centre in the introduction; dealing as it tloes with raising, use, payment, organi
sation and control of the non-prQfessional fighting forces of the country from a period before the 
Conquest down to modern times. -Coming from so well-known an authority, this lengthy discussion 
of the subject marks a great step forward in our knowledge ... Altogether a notable book." H. J enkinson 
in History, January, 1928. 

VOL. IV Facsiiniles of Early Charters from Northamptonshire 
Collections. Edited with an Introduction and Notes by F. M. Stenton, F.B.A. (1930). Price 
to members, £1.10.0,; to non-members, £1.17.6. . 

"The fortunate acquirers of this volume will find in it no less than sixty-four excellent repro
ductions of charters whose dates run from the reign of William 11 down to the beginning of the 
thirteenth century. Each facsimile is accompanied by a transcript, a brief abstract in English, and an 
admirable commentary by the editor." C. G. Crump in History, January, 1931. 

"In what other county would a systematic exploration of the muniment rooms of great country
houses produce such a remarkable haul of early charters as Miss Joan Wake, the secretary of the local 
Record Society, was fortunate enough to find in those of Northamptonshire? They include nearly 
a dozen documents drawn up by the royal chancery from William 11 to Henry 11, examples of those 
rarities, original charters of Henry's brother William, and his son Henry, "the young king," the 
foundation charters of Bourne and Revesby Abbeys, early grants to Thorney, St. Neot's, Hinchinbrook, 
Peterborough, Nun Monkton, and the religious houses of Northampton, with many more twelfth 
century charters and a few of early thirteenth century date, all of which have interest of one sort or 
another. Though most of them relate to lands in Northamptonshire itself, other counties are well 
represented, and the collection even makes an important addition to the scanty list of early West
morland charters of non-monastic origin." James Tait in English Historical Review, January, 1931. 
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VOL. V The Earliest Northamptonshire Assize Rolls, 1202 and 1203. 
Edited with an Introduction by Doris M. Stenton (1930). Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non
members, £1.5.0. 

These rolls, which are in the Public Record Office, are among the earliest judicial records of 
western Europe. They shew at work two great lawyers, both of them Northamptonshire men, 
Simon and Martin of Pattishall. "In the early years of John's reign," writes Mrs. Stenton, 
"justices were travelling about the country continuously, but of all this activity very little evidence 
has come down to us in the form of rolls of the business done before the justices in their various 
sessions. Every scrap that survives is of the first importance, coming from the time when English 
common law was in the age of its most rapid growth." 

"The early date of these records gives them particular importance. Procedure was not firmly 
fixed ... It is therefore a great boon to scholars that they are able to study the rolls under the acute 
and skilful guidance of Mrs. Stenton, who lets nothing escape her, and whose learning in matters 
of this kind is adequate to . almost every occasion. She regards her very able introduction as a guide 
to the beginner, but everybody who is concerned with the period can learn much from it." F. M. 
Powicke, in English Historical Review, XLVI, 287. 

"We read of market days being changed from Sunday to Saturday, of wine sold contrary to the 
assize, and of tolls levied on salt-laden carts passing through Northamptonshire ... there is a 
wealth of references to crime and its punishment, to villeinage and its services, and to the various forms 
of legal procedure in use in the early thirteenth century." Speculum (January, 1931). 

VOL. VI Ketteri~g Vestry ' Minutes, 1797-1835. Edited with an Introduction 
by S. A. Peyton (1933). Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. 

"The Kettering Vestry Minutes, 1797-1835, which Mr. Peyton has edited, and for which he has 
written one of his admirable introductions, illustrate excellently the chief aspects of parochial se1f
government during the first half of the nineteenth century. But beyond this, they have a particular 
interest at the present time in that they shew how the men of Kettering faced problems some of which 
are only too familiar today." G.S.T. in English Historical Review, July 1934, XLIX, 195. 

VOL. VII The Montagu Musters Book, 1602-1623, edited with . an Intro
duction by Joan Wake, and Biographical ~otes by the Rev. Henry Isham Longden, F.S.A. (1935). 
Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. 

This Musters book was compiled by Sir Edward Montagu of Boughton in the Eastern 
Division of the County, his period of office as Deputy Lieutenant partly coinciding with that of 
Sir Richard Knightley whose Musters Book the Society published in 1926 (See Volume III ante). 
In it the whole system of organising and training the local forces, together with the method of 
raising the necessary funds by local taxation is abundantly illustrated. The activities of the 
Deputy . Lieutenants against the Papists at the time of the Gunpowder Plot and the local rising 
in 1607 ' against inc10sures are described in the Introduction. 

"The general reader may hardly be disposed to credit that a volume with the above title could be 
as engrossing as any novel, yet once embarked upon it becomes difficult to put down." The Kettering 
Leader (15 February, 1935). . 

"The Northamptonshire Record Society is to be heartily congratulated on The Montagu Musters 
Book A.D. 1602-1623. In an admirable introduction Miss Joan Wake tells the reader all he needs to 
know about musters in order to understand the documents transcribed." English Historical Review, 
April, 1936. 

VOL. VIII Wellingborough Manorial Accounts, 1258-1323. Edited with 
an Introduction by Frances M. Page, PH.D. (1936). Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non-members, 
£1.5.0. (Out of print). . . 

This volume has been chosen as a set book for the Honours School of Modern History 
Examination at Oxford. I 

"Students of medieval agriculture 'Yill be grateful to Miss Page for her second instalment of 
the ministers' accounts of the Crowland Abbey manors ... The accounts have been transcribed, 
edited, and some of them translated, with an accuracy and scholarly care which we have learned to 
expect from Miss Page." M. M. Postan in The Economic History Review, November, 1936. 

VOL. IX Peterborough Churchwardens' Accounts, 1467-1573, with 
Supplementary Documents, 1107-1488. Edited with an Introduction by W. T. Mellows, F.S.A • 

. (1939). Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non-mem~ers, £1.5.0 . . 

. I 
! 
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VOL. X Peterborough Feoffees' Accounts, 1614-1764, being Minutes 
and Accounts of the Feoffees and Governors of the City Lands, with supplementary 
Documents, 1571~1683. Edited by W. T. Mellows, F.S.A. (1937). Price to members, £1.1.0.; 
to non-members, £1 .. 5.0. 

"In these 'wo volumes Mr. Mellows and the Northamptonshire Record Society have made a 
valuable addition to the growing body of published municipal records. A great deal of light is thrown 
upon the working of various types of local government machinery over a period long enough to show 
their growth and decay, as well as their complex interrelations ... All who refer to the records will be 
grateful for the excellent indexes provided." E. G. Dowdell in English Historical Review, October, 1939. 

"Though his interests are primarily those of a constitutional and administrative historian his 
investigations will certainly provide a considerable amount of valuable material for economic historians." 
The Economic History Review, H. J. Habbakuk, 1943. 

VOL. XI ' Rolls of Northamptonshire Sessions of the Peace, 1314-
1316, 1320. Edited with an Introduction by Marguerite Gollancz (1940). Price to members, 
£1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. 

"The growing number of volumes of records of the medieval justices of the peace and their 
predecessors which have been published under the inspiration of Miss B. H. Putnam has received a 
welcome addition in the Rol4 of Northamptonshire Sessions of the Peace . .. It has been capably edited 
by Miss Marguerite Gollancz, who has contributed a clear and instructive introduction, in which she 
gathers together what can be gleaned of the personal history of the supervisors and keepers and sum
marises what may be learnt from the record of their proceedings." H. G. Richardson in History, 
September, 1941. 

VOL. XII The Last Days of Peterborough Monastery. Edited with an 
Introduction by W. T. Mellows, F.S.A. (1947). pp.civ + 155, 7 illus~rations. Price to members, 
£1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. 

VOL. XIII The Foundation Qf Peterborough Cathedral, 1541. Edited with 
an Introduction byW. T. Mellows, F.S.A. (1941). pp.lxXxiii + 140,5 illustrations. Price to members, 
£1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. (Out of print). . 

. "Mr. W. T. ,Mellows has brought to his task of editorship an unequalled knowledge of the 
. manuscripts at Peterborough; he has provided, quite apart from the texts, a very useful account 
of the processes achieving this outstanding Henrician foundation and a general commentary upon the 
Cathedral personnel and institutions throughout the Tudor period." A.D.G. in English Historical 
Review, January, 1943. . 

VOL. XIV A Descriptive List of the Printed Maps of Northamp
tonshire, A.D., 1576-1900. By Harold Whitaker, Hon.Ph.D. (Leeds), with an intro
duction by the Author. (1949). pp.xVi + 216, 13 illustrations. Price to members, £1.1.0.; to 
non-members, £1.5.0. . 

VOL. XV Sir Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals 11th-15th Century. 
Edited by the late Lewis C. Loyd and Doris Mary Stenton, with an Introduction by Lady Stenton 
(1950). Published by the Clarendon Press in conjUnction with the Northamptonshire Record 
Society in honour of Sir Frank Stenton and as the Society's.publication for 1941 and 1942. Price 
£4.4.0, but a few copies of this important book are on sale ·to members of the Society only, 
at £3.3.0. 

"This collection of 529 charters was drawn together from all over England. It suffers therefore 
a little from lack of cohesion . . . nevertheless it would be hard to conceive a collection more diversely 
important for the study of feudal society." Professor David Douglas in English Historical Review CAp. '51) 

VOL. XVI The Book of William Morton, Almoner of Peterborough 
Monastery, 1448-1467. Edited by P. I. Kipg with annotations by W. T. Mellows and 
an introduction by C. N. L. Brooke. (1954). (This is an Anthony Mellows Memorial Volume). 
£1.1.0, £1.5.0. '. . . . . . . ' 

"William Morton . : . discharged all the varied duties, personal, legal, and financial, of a 
fifteenth century estate manager ... Mr. Brooke contributes a full and masterly Introduction." 
The Tablet. 
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"Apart from the excellence of the editorial work which presents it, Morton's book is of value 
for a number of reasons: ... because it provides evidence for the economy of the community, the work 
of a monastic almoner, and a variety of matters concerning the late medieval property administration. 

With all the admirable critical apparatus provided, it is possible . . . to see the details of his 
administration against the widef background ofthe Peterborough community." Journal of Ecclesiastical 
History. 

"Admirably edited with glossary, notes, and a full index." Times Literary Supplement. 

VOL. XVII The Correspondence of Bishop Brian Duppa and Sir 
Justinian Isham, 1650-1660. Edited with Memoirs of the Correspondents and an 
Historical Summary, by Gyles Isham. (1955). (£1.5.0, £1.10.0). 

"Sir Gyles Isham has rendered a most valuable service to students of English history . in the 
17th century. The existence of the correspondence has been well known . . . but only to a few and 
its present publication in extenso is of equal value and importance ... indeed, the perusal of the 
correspondence almost moves the reader to regret the Restoration which caused its end . . . Sir 
George Clark's modest Preface is a model of what such contributions should be. The volume furnishes 
a feast of good things, and is warmly to be welcomed." Norman'Sykes in The Journal of Ecclesiastical. 
Studies. 

"The lasting charm of the correspondence lies in the incidental picture which it gives of a 
Cavalier society under Cromwellian rule . . . Sir Gyles Isham deserves the thanks of all students of 
the Commonwealth." C. V. Wedgwood in Time and Tide. 

"The present volume of the really admirable series of publications of the Northamptonshire 
Record Society, edited with a wealth of annotation, brings back if not the Dean of Christ Church 
and Bishop of Chichester at any rate the Bishop of Salisbury and of Winchester in his epistolary 
habit as he lived ' ... Sir Gyles Isham's pietas leading to a labour of love has laid all students of a 
difficul~ period under obligation as they find with what unremitting pains he has laid himself out to 
unravel complexities and to track down every allusion . . . a final tribute of admiration may be 
allowed to appendices and list of authorities and indices which will be found 'to satisfy in ,good measure." 
Claude Jenkins in the Journal of Ecclesiastical History. . 

VOL. XVIII Elizabethan Peterborough, The Dean and Chapter as Lords of 
the City. Edited, with an Introduction by W. T. Mellows and Daphne H. Gifford. (1956). 
(This is an Anthony Mellows Memorial Volume). £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

"Peterborough was-and still is-an anomaly in English urban history. Forming part of the 
estates of the Bishop of Peterborough it was an ecclesiastical manor which survived as such, in spite 
of the Reformation, with a constitution ossified in its medieval form ... Here we see civic officialdom 
being grafted upon a manorial structure; but fundamentally it did not change. The Protestant Dean 
and Chapter stood heirs to the departing abbot; and what they had they held. History. 

"Historians and ecclesiastical antiquaries will welcome the publication by the Northamptonshire 
Record Society of a new volume of the local administration of Peterborough." Church Times. 

Mrs. Ince-Jones writes: "Indeed I do like to have Elizabethan Peterborough, and have already 
been so absorbed in it, that I let my luncheon burn to a cinder." 

VOL. XIX The Wealth of Five Northamptonshire Families, 1540-1640, 
by Mary E. Finch, with a preface by H. J. Habakkuk. (1956). (£1.5.0, £1.10.0.). 

"Dr. Finch's case ,study of these five families (Isham of Lamport, Spencer of Althorp, Tresham 
of Rushton, Fitzwilliam of Milton and Brudenell of Deene) must be regarded as a landmark in the 
writing of English social and economic history ... Dr. Finch's work paves the way for a score of 
brilliant theses and hypotheses. There are five illustrations and five pedigrees." The Book Exchange. 

"Recent investigations of the changes in English society in the century before the Civil War 
have aroused almost as much passion among historians as did the war itself for those involved .. 
. . The controversy continues, generating both heat and light. It gives particular interest to Miss 
Finch's study of the fortunes of these five families. 

Miss Finch's lucid analysis will not settle the controversy ... but The Northamptonshire Record 
Society is to be congratulated on a volume that should arouse the interest of a wider circle of readers 
than its own members." The Economist. I 

"Like most other human activities, the writing of economic history is subject to changes of 
fashion ... A generation ago it was usual to interpret economic history mainly in terms of impersonal 
forces. Today we are busy re-discovering the importance of the individual, and there has been a 
striking revival in the study of local history. These two fashions are united in Dr. Finch's admirable 
work. It is essentially a study in local history ... yet is highly relevant to a major controversy in 
which historians are at present engaged." E. J. Fisher on the Third Programme. (The Listener, Sept., 
5th 1957). 

"Illustrated by five plates, this scholarly and interesting book deserves a place in every 
genealogical library." The Genealogical Quarterly. 
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