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NOTES AND NEWS 

The outstanding event of 1959 was of course the opening of Delapre Abbey by Lord 
Evershed, Master of the Rolls, on May 9th. It was a great day of which an account is given on 
pages 269 to 271, while extracts from the speeches will. be found scattered through the pages of 

. this Journal. 
When our last issue appeared the records and books had only recently been moved from 

Lamport Hall. The great labour of arranging them in their new quarters was carried out most 
expeditiously by Mr. King and his staff, and by May the office was in full swing. The number 
of students and researchers has already greatly increased owing to Delapre Abbey being in such 
a central position. 

The Record Society is badly in need of a projector for lantern slides and films, and of a 
screen on which they may be shown, and the work of the Record Office could make a big step 
forward were it possible to have a camera for micro-filming documents and for taking copies of 
Northamptonshire records which are and should remain in other counties, but both of these 
are at present beyond the financial resources of either body. . 

In the interestS of both owners and historians private collections of muniments and estate 
records should never be broken up on a topographical basis but should be preserved as entities 
reflecting the history of the organisation which produced them. This is the first and most important 
principle of archive keeping. There are few landed estates of any size which do not run into more 
than one county and to split up the records has disastrous results fot the writing of history. 

The University of Leicester on November 7th conferred the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Laws on Miss J oan Wake, an honour of which she is extremely proud, feeling that it was a 
tribute to the work of the Northamptonshire Record Society. Others receiving degrees at the 
same time were Sir Robert Martin, Professor J. Dover Wilson, Sir John Summerson, Professor 
Sir William Hodge, Sir Charles Snow, and Dr. Edmund Rubbra who is a native of Northampton. 
Many friends came over from Northamptonshire for the ceremony. 

The Local History Committee of the Rural Community Council continues its excellent 
work, a part of which is the encouragement of the commendable practice of keeping village 
log-books of current events. There are now historical or archaeological societies at Higham 
Ferrers, Woodford Halse, and Corby, and a History Society has recently been formed at Banbury 
which (though like the Wolverton Society it is over the frontier of the County), will inevitably 
be concerned with the adjacent area of Northamptonshire. The Whittlebury School History 
Society is doing good work. 

It is good news that an Oundle Society has sprung into being for the protection of the 
most beautiful of our former market towns. We hope that some of the members will stand for 
the local District Council, which is far the best way of bringing influence to bear upon those in 
power and authority. 

This number of Northamptonshire .Past and Present completes our second Volume which 
the Society hopes to publish later, bound and complete with indexes. 

Again we must offer our sincerest thanks to our contributors and to our very good friends 
the advertisers, on whose favour the continuation of this publication depends. Our gratitude is 
also due to Dalkeith Press Limited for the care and attention which they give to the production 
of this book. 

Our readers will, we are sure, be glad to hear of the great increase in the Record Society's 
membership, owing undoubtedly to the Delapre Abbey function. Over 200 have joined this year 
and it would indeed be a triumph if we could bring the numbers up to 1,000 by October, 1960, 
which will see the fortieth anniversary of the foundation of the Society. There are now neafly 
900 members, and the Hon. Secretary will be only too glad to send the necessary forms to all 
others wishing to join. For particulars see page ii above. . 
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DELAPRE DAY 

SATURDAY, the ninth of May, 1959, is likely, 
one would imagine, to linger for quite a long 
time in the memory of people in and around 
Northampton. The gathering at Delapre Abbey 

Record Office and of the Record Society, and 
the presence of many other distinguished guests 
and of the hundreds of subscribers to the 
Delapre Abbey Preservation Fund set a crown 

THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS OPENS DELAPRE ABBEY 

Front row : The Mayor, Lord Euston, Lord Spencer, Sir Frank Stenton 
Second row : Mr. J. V. Collier, Mr. J. Alan Turner 
Right: Captain Peter Wake, Mr. Gordon S. Gilbert 

on that beautiful spring day was a demonstra
tion the ethos of which is not to be conveyed by 
words; it was of a quality to be experienced to 
be properly realised. After the long-drawn-out 
anxieties, the deep and honest divisions of 
opinion, the misunderstandings, the delays, the 
endless meetings and terrifying decisions of the 
last few years, public opinion fortified by wide
spread hard work and generosity had won the 
day and a thousand people were now assembled 
to celebrate the harmonious and successful 
conclusion of the matter. 

The kindness of Lord Evershed, Master of 
the Rolls, in coming to declare the Abbey open 
as the future home of the Northamptonshire 

indeed on our labours of the previous three 
years. By one person at least the occasion will 
always be most joyfully and gratefully remem
bered. 

By three o'clock the huge marquee on the 
lawn was fined, and the Lord Lieutenant, the 
Master of the Rolls, the Earl of Euston, Pro
fessor Sir Frank Stenton, the Dean of Peter
borough, the Mayor of Northampton in his 
scarlet robe and chain of office, the Deputy 
Mayor of Kettering, the Chairman of the 
County Council, the Chairman of the North
amptonshire Archives Committee, the Town 
Clerk, the Clerk of the County Council, Sir 
John Pascoe, the President of the Northampton-
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shire Record Spciety who presided over the 
meeting, and the Honorary Secretary of the 
Society made their way to the platform and the 
business of the afternoon began. At the end of 
his speech Lord E~ershed declared Delapre 
Abbey open. 

Space does not permit the printing in full 
of all the speeches and readers will understand 
that the editor felt unable to include in the 
extracts given below many kind references to 
the Honorary Secretary of the Record Society, 
but complete tape-recordings of all that was 
said are preserved at Delapre, as is also a series 
of coloured photographs taken during the after
noon by Mr. A. Ireson. 

The speeches over, a little ceremony took 
place. Mter the Town Clerk hactexplained that 
Delapre Abbey had been leased by North
ampton Corporation to the Northamptonshire 
County Council "for the storage and study of 
the records of Northamptonshire, for a term 
of 99 years for the yearly rent of one pepper
corn", he declared: "This rent is now due". 
In stentorian tones his Worship the Mayor, 
looking sternly at the Chairman of the County 
Council, demanded payment. A peppercorn in 
a glass phial on a silver salver was then tendered 
by Mr. Marlow to his Worship, who in turn 
handed it to the Town, Clerk with these words: 
"I charge you to receive this · peppercorn and 
to see that it is bestowed for safe keeping 
among the records at Delapre Abbey. Hereby 
fail you not of your good care and dis
cretion in this service as you will answer 
the contrary at your uttermost peril". 

The formal business having thus been carried 
through very happily, the proceedings quickly 
resolved themselves into the gayest and most 
delightful of garden parties with the old house 
as a wonderful background. Glowing in the 
sun the colour of deep gold, looking as though 
fresh and burnished from the quarry and yet 
wearing all the grace and dignity of age, it 
filled everyone with pride and admiration, and 
with special gratitude to Mr. David Nye, who, 
as architect, and also to Messrs. Simcock and 
Usher, who, as builders, had between them so 
splendidly carried out the work of repair and 
preservation. 

Now some wandered off to the excellent tea 
provided by Messrs. W. Q. & T. R. Adams of 
Northampton; others to see the very interesting 
exhibition arranged by Mr. King and his 
colleagues; others were organised into parties 

by Mrs. ~helps and her helpers and shown 
over the house; the rest sauntered on the lawn 
in the sunshine listening to the band or talking 
to friends whom they had not met for many 
years. The time passed all too quickly and by 
six o'clock the last car had disappeared up the 
drive. 

The great company present who had not 
only come from all over Northamptonshire, 
but from London, Lancashire, Norfolk and 
Suffolk, Wiltshire, Kent; Sussex, Derbyshire, 
etc.,-in fact, from more than half the Counties 
of England,-were the guests of Northampton 
Borough and County Councils, acting through 
their Archives Committee, with whom Messrs. 
British Timken Ltd. of Northampton had very 
generously associated themselves. It is not 
possible to print a list of all who came, but the 
Public Record Office was represented (in addi
tion to the Master of the Rolls) by Sir David 
Evans, Keeper of the Records, Mr. H. C. 
J ohnson and Mr. Roger Ellis; the National 
Register of Archives by Miss Coates; archi
tecture by Professor Sir Albert Richardson and 
Mr. David Nye; the Society for the Protec
tion of Ancient Buildings (in addition to Lord 
Euston) by its devoted and able Secretary, · 
Mrs. Dance; Oxford University by Professor 
Hugh Trevor-Roper, Professor E. Jacob, Mr. 
F. D. Price and Mr. Howard Colvin. Dr. 
Wilson, Vice-Chancellor of Leicester Univer
sity, and Mrs. Wilson came, and Professor 
Edwards, Director of the Institute of Historical 
Research, and Mrs. Edwards were also there. 
The Bouverie family was represented by Mrs. 
Chapman Uthwatt and Miss Winifred Pleydell
Bouverie. Descendants of the Tates of Delapre 
were also present. The Right Rev. C. F. 
Knyvett, Bishop of Selby, was prevented from 
coming, but sent a telegram of good wishes as 
a relative of Catherine Knyvett, Abbess of 
Delapre, who was unable to be present; for she 
died of the Black Death in 1349. 

Twelve local Societies, fifteen Women's In
stitutes, eleven schools, twenty-eight profes
sional, industrial and other .local firms, and 
three Co-operative Societies were represented 
as also were the Lincolnshire and Leicestershire 
Record Offices. Others present included Mr. 
and Mrs. Basil Brooke, the Hon. Peter and Lady 
Romayne Brassey, Mrs. George Brudenell, the 
Duke of Buccleuch, Lady Brown, the Hon. 
Mrs. and Miss E. Charlton, Lord Chorley, Mr. 
C. A. Chown, Mr. J. V. Collier, Canon Cart-
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wright, Sir Gyles Isham, the Misses Hughes, 
Mr. C. V. Davidge and Miss Davidge, Mr. 
L. Dorricott, who was a tower of strength to 
the Organising Committee, Mrs. S. L. Elborne, 
Lady Evershed, Mr. and Mrs. James Fisher, 
Mr. G. J. Hackett, Mr. Halliday, Dr. Hassall, 
Lady Hesketh, Mr. A. R. Heygate, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. H. B. Holland, Mrs. King, Mrs. 
C. A. Markham, Mrs. W. T. Mellows, Mr. 
Dermot Morrah, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Mumby, the Archdeacon of Northampton, 
Sir David Scott, Lady Stenton, Miss Stock
dale, Mr. and Mrs. Thursfield, Sir Mark and 
Lady Turner, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Turner, Sir 
Hereward & Lady Wake, Miss T. Wake, Major 
& Mrs. H. Wake, Mr. & Mrs. John Waters, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ward. The unavoidable 
absence of the Dowager Lady Exeter, the 
Bishop of Peterborough, Lord Esher, Mr. John 

Betjeman and Mr. Margary, all enthusiastic 
supporters of the cause, was much regretted. 

May 9th was perhaps above all, Northamp
ton's day. We were told that the excitement in 
the town that morning w:as great. The joy of 
the Borough that the old Abbey was to continue 
to b~ part of its life as it had been for so many 
centuries was splendidly reflected in the local . 
Press and abundantly demonstrated in other 
ways. The huge Union Jack hoisted on the top 
of the house by Messrs. Jeffery and Sons; the 
exquisite floral decoration indoors by Mrs. 
William Hubbard and her friends; the delight
ful music on the lawn provided by the Town 
Band,-all freely given-expressed the local 
feeling in no uncertain terms. ' Finally, the 
glorious peal of bells rung from All Saints 
Church that evening was a really beautiful 
ending to a triumphantly happy day. 

Leonora [son del. 

THE MARKET SQUARE, NORTHAMPTON 

Reproduced by kind permission of the Daily Telegraph 
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Delapre Day. Extracts from Speeches 

Sir George Clar~, F.B.A., President of the Northamptonshire Record Society, 
presided at the dpening Ceremony. fie said: ' , 

"My Lords, your Worships, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The Trustees of the Delapre Abbey Repair Fund have asked me as representing the 

Northamptonshir:e Record SOGiety, to take the chair and open the proceedings. On behalf 
of the Record Society I should like to say how very _much we appreciate this honour.' . . . 
We are honoured by the presence of Her Majesty's Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire 
and Custos Rotulorum for the County of Northampton, but unhappily, Sir Arthur Craig, 
who holds the corresponding Office in the Soke of Peterborough, owing to heavy personal 
bereavement is not able to be here. Among others who have .sent in their apologies are 
Lord Esher, Sir Michael Culme-Seymour (who writes, 'I am so very sorry to miss this noble , 
occasion'), Lord and Lady Henley, the Mayor and Mayoress of Daventry, Sir Edward de 
Capell Brooke, Lord Fitzwilliam, Sir Reginald Manningham-Bu1ler, and Lord Brand who is 
not well enough to come. 

The Society which I represent, has for the last twelve years been very appropriately 
housed in delightful circumstances at Lamport Hall, but is now to begin a fresh period'in its 
life by moving to this most convenient and centrally situated place. But this great gathering 
has not come together on account ~nly of the Record Society. We are here to witness a 
ceremony; a ceremony which, concerns a very wide circle of Northamptonshire people-all 
the Northamptonshire people who believe that knowledge of the past and the preservation 
of its legacy of beauty enriches and illuminates our lives. 

Delapre Abbey-this beautiful house which for 400 years was an English home, and stands 
on the site preserving some of the features of the earlier building, for 400 years a Cluniac 
Nunnery-is now to house the CountY Record Office, and we are to witness the ceremonial 
handing over of the 'building from the owners-the Borough of Northampton, to the County 
for these purposes. 

Before the ceremony we are to listen to some speeches from speakers who have very 
kindly come to talk to us .... We ar_e to hear three very distinguished visitors; first, Lord 

, Euston, whose family still preserves something of their great historical connection with this 
County and who himself has not only been a firm friend to the Delapre Abbey project, but 
is able, through his work on a nu~ber, of bodies concerned with these matter&, to stand in 
the front rank of those who are preserving England's historic heritage. " 

After Lord 'Euston- we shall be"addressed by Lord Evershed, 'the ' Master of the Rolls. 
Three years ago to a ' day he made a speech ' at Deene, at a reception in favour of the Delapre 
Abbey Fund which was one of the things that gave it SQch a magnificent flying start. As Master 
of the Rolls, he has been at the head of the whole national service of records, and has taken a 
close personal inter_est .in all matters affecting them. We are very proud that he should come 
down today to take part on·-this occasion. :;' , _ 

Then I should have some difficulty in sitting down without talking about ,the wO,nderful 
associations of Delapre were it not for one thing. I mean there was a risk that I might be led 
on to talk about the battle of Northampton that was fought actually in these fields, and the 
building there into which the captiv~ King was led as a prisoner. I was tempted to talk 
about Queen Eleanor whose body lay in state in the Chapel on the other side of those build
ings, but I was restrained by the thought that if I did so I should be talking about these 
things in the presence of one of the very greatest authorities on our medieval history, I mean 
Sir Frank Stenton. Sir Frank, I ani glad to say is here with us today .... 

Now I have said as much as I ought to say. I wish I could say much more about the mighty 
effort which culminates today, about everybody who has taken part in it, from those inde
fatigable ladies who sent out the thousands of circulars at the start, to the bell ringers who 
are going to ring the bells tonight; but it is time for me to sit down and ask Lord Euston 
to speak". 



273 

, . ' 

BRAD LAUGH AND LABOUCHERE 

AN EPISODE IN CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY 

BEFORE Westininst~:r became the fixed meeting faith when he was a clerk in a London solicitor's 
place, kings occ~sionally summoned their office and soon won national repute as a Free
legions to Councils and Parliaments on the thought lecturer and Radical politician. His 
banks of the Nene. · I am now concerned, how- first political appearance in Northampton was 
ever, with nothing so remote but with an at a Reform demonstration in 1866 when he 
episode of historic importance in . my own life- was thirty;"three years ' old. He was a giant in 
time. Though it began close upon eighty years physique; ' \Vith a powerful brain and a great 
ago, my mind, holds intimate meI,llories of voice that helped to make him one of the most 
nearly all of it, arid I had begun to put some effeciiv~ ' ,outdoor , speak~r~ in the country. 
of these on paper when illness laid. me . aside I had a remarkable. eJ:tperience of the voice 
two years ago and I abandoned the task as in .1884. at a meeting in the Market Square. 
beyond my strength. I take it up aga~ now, There were two' platforms; one on the north 
trusting that if I find readers they' will ' excuse '. side for Bradlaugh,the other on the south 
the deficiencies of a man in his ninety-fourth . , side for , his colleague, Henry Labouchere. 
year. These have been made less apparent by Though sitting within a few feet of Labouchere, 
assistance very kindly given to me. I am specially , I found it difficult at times to take a note of 
indebted to Miss Agatha Ramm, Fellow of his , speech because I could distinctly hear 
Somerville College,Oxford; and to. Mr. V. A. snatches of wh~t Bradlaugh was saying on the 
Hatley, who, 'besides otllerhelp, comPiled the -other side of the cheeri~g crowd and at least a 
returns for Bradlaugh'smneelections 'in Nor- hundred yards away. 
thampton, printed on page 281 'below. ' _ ." . After the 1866 Reform meeting Bradlaugh 

There was a general election in April, 1880. , . was adopted by the more advanced Radicals 
When the House of Commons rilet later in " as Parliamentary candidate for the Borough. 
the month it' refus~d admission to. North- It was then 'a' two-member constituency and 
ampton's junior member, Charles Bradlaugh, the Liberals held both seats. They could 
and his right to take the oath was denied until continue to do so if they were united, and at 
1886 when he had been elected five times. the general election , of 1868 they still returned 
Having entered the Mercury office as an two members in spite of Bradlaugh's inter
apprentice reporter at the beginning of 1881 vention. But his following increased and they 
I witnessed all but the first of these elections lost both seats in the 1870's. 
and took part in three of the others. They pondered over the diIenima that soon 

It was a conflict out of due time, for we confronted them. Their chief danger, they 
had thought the right of an elected member thought, was the breaking up of the local party 
to take his seat was #nally settled in the organisation. To prevent that they decided to 
eighteenth century case of John Wilkes. He nominate only one candidate, leaving Brad
was excluded from the House and re-elected laugh to win the other seat if he could. The 
more than once before he was allowed to keep deputation they sent to London to find an 
his seat. After that he was never challenged, official nominee were advis€d to adopt Labou
nor was any other member until the case of chere, then well known as the proprietor of 
which I now tell the story. Truth. He was eager to accept the invitation 

For many years Bradlaugh p.ad been a 
notorious heretic. He abandoned the Christian 

but on condition that he made common cause 
with Bradlaugh. He had his way in this, easily 
headed the poll, carried Bradlaugh in with him, 

,+ 
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and the party was soon re-established locally 
on a basis which made his own seat safe for 
five-and-twenty years. 

The choice of candidates in a two-member 
constituency called tOfor specially careful con
sideration. l There would be trouble if they 
were not in general agreement on policy, but, 

From a photograph 0/ the early 1880's 

given that, the more unlike they were the 
stronger the combination would probably be 
and I never knew more striking political 
examples of two unlikes than the Liberal 
candidates at Northampton in 1880. 

Bradlaugh had no social advantages. Born 
into a poor family, he was steeped in poverty 

BRADLAUGH AND LABOUCHERE 

.) 

1 Two-member constituencies, both urban and 
rural, were abolished in 1885 when there was a far
reaching redistribution of seats. 
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all his life. His school education was severely 
elementary. His manners were dignified but 
without charm. Personal friends he kept, but 
new ones came slowly and his atheism was a 
continual handicap. His Free-thought campaign 
was soon abandoned in Northampton and this 
minimised the hostility of most Nonconformist 
Liberals; but strong prejudice remained. 

Two things about Henry Labouchere should 
be made plain. First he never knew what 
poverty was: always he had too much money. 
Next he was not English: he came of an old 
middle-class French family, two members of 
which, his father, John Labouchere, and his 
uncle Henry settled in this country early in the 
last century. They already · possessed great 
wealth, acquired in Dutch and English banking 
and his father remained for many years a 
partner in a large English bank. His uncle 
retired early from business, defeated Disraeli 
in an election at Taunton, served in Whig 
Governments and was given a peerage. He 
comes into this story because his nephew 
Henry inherited the bulk of his large fortune. 2 

John Labouchere was strict in his religious 
practice and expected too much of the children. 
This alienated young Henry who drifted into 
unbelief which hardened as he grew up. At 
Cambridge and in the years following his 
conduct was reckless, and he had some scan
dalous adventures in America where he was 
sent "to meet th~ right people". Family in-: 
fluence then opened the Diplomatic Service 
to him and he had a good record in Washington 
and.several European capitals where, however, 
it was sometimes disputed whether he spent 
more time in embassies than in casinos. When 
he tired of diplomacy he escaped in his own 
peculiar way. Offered promotion to Buenos 

2 In the biography of Labouchere by Algar 
Thorold there is a note on page 227 that "as a 
young man he had scornfully declined the succession 
to his uncle's peerage". That may refer to a suggestion 
by the uncle in the family circle when the confer
ment of it was being considered. It was not heritable 
by the nephew; and any offer to him of a title by 
Queen Victoria is unthinkable. 

3 He was returned on both occasions at by
elections: first in 1865 at Windsor where he was 
unseated on petition; and in 1867 for Middlesex, 
but that seat he lost at the general election in the 
following year. 

4 The Liberal Caucus established in Birmingham 
by Joseph Chamberlain and the party agent, 
Schnadhorst, already had considerable influence in 
many constituencies; but it scarcely touched North-

Ayres, he agreed to accept the post there if its 
duties could be fulfilled at Baden-Baden! For 
this effrontery-not the first-Lord John 
Russell dismissed him. , 

That was in 1864. Between then and his first 
election at Northampton sixteen years later, 
theatres, journalism and politics attracted him. 
He was for many years one of the largest 
shareholders in the Daily News, and a famous 
contributor to it, though I fancy a larger 
public were interested in Truth. Between 1864 
and 1880 he was twice returned to Parliament 
but this gave him only short experience in the 
House of Commons.3 

His electioneering skill and courage were 
demonstrated in his first weeks at N orthamp
ton. His task there appeared to be difficult for, 
even after agreement with Bradlaugh, party 
unity was not complete and there were hun
dreds of Nonconformists who would never 
vote Liberal again. Conservatives, who still 
held both seats, fostered this revolt and pro
bably thought it would enable them to hold 
their gains. But their candidateS were hope
lessly outclassed by Bradlaugh and Labou
chere. Moreover, it was a boom year for 
Liberals. Gl~dstone's Midlothian campaign was 
immensely influential, and a new emotionalism 
marked their electioneering. 

Even so, it was the appearance of the two un
likes on the same platform that at once became 
the dominating influence in Northampton.4 It 
is probably true to say that in no other con
stituency was there then a more persuasive pair. 
In sheer pO\yer of speech Bradlaugh had few 
equals, but Labouchere's political knowledge 
was in some directions more authoritative and, 
in their quieter style, his accomplished speeches 
appealed to a larger circle.s It was not in vain 

ampton. Strong candidates or members could usually 
impose their will on the local party association. 

S Both members were well reported in the Liberal 
evening paper, then called the Daily Reporter. At 
Town Hall meetings, indeed,-I recall memories ·of 
1886 - they were reported verbatim by Arthur 
Adcock and myself. We both sat at the table on the 
platform: I sat next to Bradlaugh on the chairman's 
right, and Adcock· next to Labouchere on the chair
man's left. A light supper followed the meetings and 
we completed the transcript before going to bed in 
the latest of the small hours. I always reported 
Bradlaugh and my colleague Labouchere, but each 
took a note of both and could help the other out 

. if necessary. My hardest night of all was when, 
being the correspondent of The Times, I telegraphed 
1,000 words of Labouchere on Home Rule before 
beginning my verbatim of Bradlaugh. 
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that his audiences expected to be entertained 
as well as informed. In social intercourse no-one 
could remember a more agreeable candidate 
or one who more' easily made friends. The 
effect of all this is:seen in these figures of the 
1880 poll:-

Labouchere CL) ... 4518 
Bradlaugh CL) 3827 
Phipps (C) ... 3127 
Merywether (C) ... 2826 

Though this was known to few in Northampton, 
Labouchere's views on religion were much the 
'same as Bradlaugh's. Questioned on the matter, 
his reply was not frank: he said he belonged to 
the Church of England, and it was true that 
he had been baptised in that Church. His 
friend Lord Randolph Churchill described him 
as "the Christian member for Northampton"! 

The new Parliament met on April 29th and 
Bradlaugh had no anticipation of trouble when 
he presented himself to take his seat. First he 
must make the declaration of allegiance. This 
was done by oath but, having for many years 
been permitted in courts of law to affirm 
instead of being sworn, he assumed that this 
would be allowed in the House of Commons. 
It was a point that had never been decided: 
there was no record of debate on it or of any 
ruling by the Speaker. Constitutional lawyers 

"held, though, that every member was under 
obligation to take his seat. 

When Bradlaugh offered to affirm, objection 
was raised by Conservative members though 
without any visible encouragement by their 
leader, Sir Stafford Northcote. The prime 
initiative was taken by a little combative group 
of his party, brilliantly led by Lord Randolph 
Churchill who saw at once how easy it would 
be to make capital out of the feeling against 
Bradlaugh. The whole party rallied to the lead 
so given. Many moderate Liberals took the 
same view and a considerable number of Irish 
Nationalists, being Roman Catholics, needed 
little persuasion to act with them. 

It was unfortunate that in these difficult 
opening weeks of the session the House was 
Without adequate leadership. A new Govern
ment had been formed after the election, with 
Gladstone succeeding Disraeli as Premier. 
According to ' the law at that time acceptance 
of certain offices disqualified the members 
concerned from membership of the House of 
Commons until they were re-elected. It so 
happened, therefore, that the principal Minis-

ters were in their constituences when the 
Bradlaugh question was raised. 

Not until after the refusal to allow affirm
ation was Gladstone again in his place on the 
Front Bench. Had he been there all the time 
he might have prevented his party from being 
seriously divided. Most of the dissentients, 
however, had committed themselves so far 
that they were not now to be persuaded even 
by his incomparable eloquence. 

On May 21st Bradlaugh presented himself 
to take the oath and Gladstone argued power
fully that it was not within the competence 
of the House to prevent it. A Select Committee 
was appointed. This reported, as a sort of 
compromise, that Bradlaugh ought not to be 
allowed to swear but that he might affirm at 
his own risk. Labouchere (always loyal to his 
colleague) moved that affirmation be permitted. 
To this the Opposition may be said to have 
officially objected, for it was their leading 
lawyer, Sir Hardinge Giffard (as Lord Hals
bury, afterwards Lord Chancellor) who moved 
that Bradlaugh should not be allowed either 
to swear or to affirm. 

Excited debate continued for two days. The 
religious issue was raised with bitterness and 
passion. Gladstone and John Bright, the two 
greatest orators in the House, and both devout 
Christians, warned me~bers against doing 
injustice, but they pleaded in vain and Giffard's 
motion was carried by 275 votes to 230. Thirty 
Liberals voted with the majority and others 
abstained. 

On the following day, June 23rd, Bradlaugh 
again stood at the Table and claimed the right 
to be sworn. Ordered to withdraw, he asked 
to be heard at the Bar. It would have been 
indecent to refuse and, in a twenty minutes 
speech, he presented his case with consummate 
ability. He then withdrew while the House 
debated Labouchere's motion to rescind the 
Giffard resolution. This being rejected, Brad
laugh went again to the Bar and was again 
ordered to withdraw. "With great regret, sir", 
he replied, "I refuse to obey orders of the 
House which are illegal". The Sergeant-at
Arms then conducted him beyond the Bar but 
he at once returned. On the motion of Sir 
Stafford Northcote, the Sergeant took him into 
custody and he was committed to the Clock 
Tower, but he was released next day, North
cote's resolution being then rescinded. . 

At last, on July 1st, Gladstone persuaded 
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THE 

John Bull: (/oq.) .. Let go, Sir Sta6or, he must bave the seat." 

CARTOON FROM John Bull REPRESENTING Sui STAFFORD NORTHCOTE, SIR DRUMMOND WOLFF 

AND CHARLES BRADLAUGH 

the House-the voting was 303 to 249-to 
allow Bradlaugh to affirm subject to any 
statutory liability this might put upon him. 
The way was then open to another form of 
attack. A statutory penalty of £500 was 
recoverable from any member for every vote 
he gave without having been sworn. Bradlaugh 
was certainly in that category. An action for 
£40,000 was brought by a common informer 
who expected to get half the damages. Mr. 
Justice Mathew gave judgment for the full 
amount claimed but ruled that the common 
informer had no title to any share of it. The 
Parliamentary Oaths Act on which Bradlaugh 
had relied-permitting affirmation only by 
members who held religious beliefs-was held 
to be inapplicable to his case. The judgment 

was confirmed by the Court of Appeal6 and 
he no longer disputed the lawyers' view. The 
£40,000 judgment meant nothing to him; he 
would have had difficulty in paying 40,000 
pence. On Labouchere's motion (3rd April, 
1881) the House issued a writ for another 
election. Though too young to be profession
ally engaged in this, I remember it well. 

The Conservatives thought it was his 
colleague's support that secured . Bradlaugh's 
return a year before and that, as he was now 
standing alone, 'he was unlikely to receive as 
many Nonconformist votes as he did then. 
Moreover, though he fought with extraordinary 
ability and vigour he was not now seen at his 
best. In controversy he tended to be arrogant, 
and the more dangerous the opposition the 

6 See W. R. Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, (1892 ed.), Vol. I, p.85, where the case is quoted. 

I 
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less attractive his personality might become. 
It was so, I think, on this occasion. He held 
the seat with a reduced majority: from 700 to 
132. This heartened his opponents both in 
the constituency and at Westminster. 

Opposition in the House was renewed when 
he again claimed his seat and made a speech 
at the Bar. Decision was this time against him 
by 205 to 175. When the result had been de
clared he appeared at the Table. The Speaker 
ordered him to withdraw. He refused. The 
Sergeant-at-Arms was directed to remove him. 
Bradlau~ retired to the Bar but immediately 
returned to the Table. Messengers, who were 
called into the Chamber, pressed him back, 
he all the time protesting against this use of 
force. On the following day a motion was 
passed excluding him from the precincts. 

The worst scene in all this deplorable record 
was on August 3rd, 1881. The House met that 
day at noon. Bradlaugh, in the inner lobby, 
strode towards the Chamber. At the doors hi') 
passage was barred by the Deputy-Sergeant-at
Arms and other officials. When he tried to 
press a way through, policemen from the 
corridors threw themselves upon him. He 
resisted with all his great strength, but there 
were many of them and he was partly pushed 
and partly dragged down a staircase into an' 

. open court below. His clothes were torn, and 
he seemed to be on the verge of collapse. But 
he left his mark on his assailants: "One could 
not be sure on looking at them"; an eye-witness 
wrote, "whether the police had been engaged 
in expelling Bradlaugh or he had tried to expel 
the police". 7 

When the third session of the Parliament 
opened on February 7th, 1882, he was again 
spurned. After the House had rejected Labou
chere's motion calling for another election, 
Bradlaugh forced it by his own surprise action. 
Appearing at the Table without warning, and 
using his own copy of the New Testament, he 
administered the oath to himself, produced a 
declaration of allegiance, signed it, put it on 
the Table and took his seat below the gangway 
on the Government side. For this he was 

, expelled and another by-election took place 

7 Echoes of Big Ben, by Sir Alexander Mackintosh, 
then the senior member of the Parliamentary Press 
Gallery. 

8 Political meetings on licensed premises were 
made illegal in 1883; and for years after it was often 
extremely difficult to get rooms. Barns, which had 
no ceiling and no lights, often had to be used. I 

at once. Though only sixteen I was now not 
entirely without experience and, having some 
dependable knowledge of shorthand, I was ' 
requisitioned by the reporting staff. 

In nearly all the by-elections I have since 
recorded there has been elaborate organisa
tion: experienced agents brought in from other 
constituencies, and many outside speakers. 
Such external aids in those Northampton con
tests would probably-almost certainly on 
Bradlaugh's side-have .done more harm than 
good. His massive figure, his tremendous voice 
were seen and heard in every street. But no-one 
could fail to realise that both sides were in 
immense earnest. Bradlaugh not only inspired 
his friends; he incited his enemies to a frenzy 
of. opposition. They were all stretched to the 
utmost limits, and this year his majority was 
less than two hundred. 

This was the first election in which I had 
been professionally engaged and I was just in 
time to notice some peculiar features that very 
soon disappeared. It . is now illegal to hold 
election meetings in public houses; then it was 
there that candidates made most of their 
speeches.8 In that first election for me I re
member Bradlaugh most vividly in small 
licensed premises where the shoemakers living 
near by crowded into all available rooms. 

I never knew a candidate more intensely in 
earnest. He wasted no time, paid no compli
ments, made no jests. As soon as a speech was 
oyer he picked up his hat and strode through 
the cheering people to the cab waiting to take 
him to his next audience. He was stern, 
masterful, to my youthful mind overpowering: 
had he asked for a bodyguard hundreds would 
have volunteered to go with him to West
minster. 

His larger majorities at the third by-election 
in 1884 and the general election in 1885 showed 
that his position and prospects were improving, 
and when in 1886 he appeared at Westminster 
in a new Parliament his opponents must have 
been losing faith in their cause. It was, indeed, 
about to be destroyed. There was a new 
Speaker-A. W. Peel, a son of the great Sir 
Robert. He held, and his judgment has never 

remember one at Yelvertoft where Pickering Phipps, 
who was opposing C. R. Spencer, stood on a low 
platform in the wide entrance to the barn, so as to 
get all the natural light. That was insufficient and 
he read his notes with the aid of a lantern held above 
his shoulders by a friendly young opponent. 
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been disputed since, that a member's right to 
take the oath should be discharged without 
hindrance. Moreover, he let it be known that 
he would not allow the House to debate the 
question. 

No-one now challenged debate. Many of 
those who, year after year, had so bitterly 
assailed Bradlaugh were still in the House; 
and they were silent while at last he took his 
place. Nor did they ever again show any 
opposition to him there. Many of them, indeed, 
were soon among his admirers. 

For a few years he was a diligent member. 
In 1889 he introduced an Affirmation Bill, and 
it was carried with the support of all parties. 
Two years later the resolution which had 
prevented him from affirming or taking the 
oath in a previous Parliament was expunged 
from the Journals of the House: the Clerk 
struck a red pen through the record. No 
member of Parliament will ever again be 

treated as Bradlaugh was in the early 1880's. 
It is sad to relate that he never knew what a 

complete triumph his cause had won; for he 
was on his death-bed, too ill to be told or to 
understand what had happened. He had 
suffered cruel injustice; his health had been 
injured and his . life probably shortened; and 
it was all done in the name of religion. On that 
Gladstone surely spoke the right word, "Does 
anyone who hears me believe", he said, "that 

. that controversy, so prosecuted and so aban
doned, was beneficial to the cause of Christ
ianity?". 

Bradlaugh died in 1891 at the age of 58: he 
had been a member of Parliament for eleven 
years and was allowed to function freely and 
unchallenged for only five. . 

Labouchere, who was two years older than 
his late colleague, remained in Parliament 
fourteen years more. Though he had bitter 

PUNCH, OR THE LONDON CHARLVARL-FEBRUART 18, 1882. 

AN ODD PAIR . 
.. ONE SHOE OFF, AND ONE 8HOE ON, 

DIDDLE-DlDDLE-DUMPKlN, NORTH-AMP-TON."-Nururv RAyont. 

Sir John Tenniel del. 
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disappointments it was probably, on the whole, 
a happy time for him. Nothing interested him 
more than politics unless it was people; and 
in the House of 'Commons he saw both to 
advantage. He had· no election worries nor 
needed to think twice about money. His ex
treme Radicalism (more advanced than Brad
laugh's) did not prevent him having warm 
friends in all parties. His speeches were liked 
and members often flocked into the House to 
hear him. In the Smoking Room no-one was 
. more welcome; his gossip and reminiscences 
were entertaining to all, including himself. 

F or most of his time there, Labouchere was 
the most influential of unofficial Radicals in 
Parliament. At first he was a warm admirer of 
J oseph Chamberlain and would have preferred 
him to Gladstone as head of a Liberal Govern
ment. That feeling changed completely, how
ever, at the Home Rule split in 1886 and when 
he resigned the Northampton seat nearly ten 
years later, he boasted that the only pledge 
ever asked of him by an elector was to "Keep 
your hi on Jo!" That he certainly had done. 
Some of his friends were in the Irish Nation
alist party. In the sensational events of the 
Parnell Commission he was a leading figure, 
and it was to him that Piggot confessed the 
forging of letters so~d to The Times which 

.. published them as genuine. After the man's 
suicide Labouchere contributed largely to the 
maintenance in comfort of his impoverished 
children in Ireland. 

When a Liberal Government was formed in 
1892, Labouchere wished for office and had 
some ' reason to believe that the Prime Minister 
thought he deserved it. When, however, he 
said that Queen Victoria had objected to him, 
Gladstone wrote a letter taking full responsi
bility for all appointments. It is on record, 
though, that the Queen did object and that 
she considered his connection with Truth un
fitted him to be one of her Ministers. In the 
Labouchere family that was not thought to be 
the main cause of Her Majesty's hostility: she 
was chiefly moved, they believed, by disap
proval of his personal life before his marriage. 

The refusal of office disturbed him so much 
that, for a time, he wished to leave politics and 
become Minister at Washington where he had 
entered the Diplomatic Service nearly forty 
years before. Lord Rosebery, the Foreign 
Minister, vetoed that and, of course, if he had 
not objected the Queen would have done. I 

have been told by a near relative of his that 
Labouchere was more irritated by this rebuff 
than the other. But he settled down to work 
at Westminster again and his Radicaiism 
seemed to moderate a little, especially after 
his gre~t friend, Sir Henry Campbell-Banner
man, became leader of the party. 

His chieflocal correspondent was Mr. Francis · 
Tonsley who was for a time landlord of the 
Angel Hotel as well as an official in the Borough 
Liberal organisation. A. letter in 1892 saying 
that the Queen had excluded Labouchere from 
the new Liberal Government brought Gladstone 
into controversy on that issue. 

In the South Mrican War, Labouchere's 
extreme Pro-Boer opinions alienated many Nor
thampton Liberals. Wishing to conciliate these 
he wrote suggesting a Town Hall meeting, so 
arranged as to give him the least unfriendly 
audience. The recipient of this letter dropped 
it in the presence of a young Conservative who 
thought he was meant to pick it up. He put it 
in his pocket and (as he told me long after in 
London) gave it to a relative. Within a few 
hours it was welcomed by local Conservative 
leaders, of whom the chief was A. Darnell. 
They also wanted a Town Hall meeting, but 
one with an audience that would be the most 
unfriendly to Labouchere; and their organisa
tion was prompt and effective. 

Conservatives crowded the body of the Town 
Hall on the night of February 7th, 1900. The 
member and his chief friends were in their 
usual place of vantage but for a very short time. 
The platform was violently stormed and its 
Liberal occupants struggled out of the melee, 
through the Police Station into Dychurch Lane. 
Labouchere's position, said the Mercury report, 
was somewhat perilous before he made his 
retreat. . . 

-The retirement of Labouchere at the general 
election in January, 1906, was said by some 
gossips to be due to his exclusion from the 
new Liberal Government. There was, I think, 
no truth in that. He was nearly seventy-five 
and had said that a man who took office at that 
age would be a fool. Moreover his arrange
ments for retirement had begun four years 
before when he bought a large villa at Florence 
which became his family home early in 1906. 

For the six remaining years of his life 
England had no attraction for him though I 
remember one visit early in 1906 when he 
came to London to receive the Privy Council-
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lorship which was his only political reward.9 

And no kind of work attracted him. No-one 
else at that time could have written livelier 
memoirs or possessed fuller and more enticing 
material for them. But he would write nothing 
or. next to nothing though, at my request, he 
did send a short article fo~ the evening paper 
which I was then editing at Northampton. 
"Cut it down or alter it as you like", he wrote 
to me. It needed neither cuts nor alterations; 
my ' only trouble was to read his writing. 

He liked to have relatives and friends around 
him in Florence, and they were delighted to 
be his guests. Perhaps he was more charming 
than usual in these years of restful age; he 
welcomed the fuller opportunities of showing 
kindness and generosity to his friends and 

young kin, some of whom would long after 
call him "loving". Old habits clung to him. 
I remember him · in Northampton nearly 
eighty years ago as one of the first men of his 
standing whom I had seen smoking cigarettes 
in public. In Florence they continued to be an 
ingredient of his pleasure and were placed in 
little heaps about his library so that when he 
wanted one it was near to his hand. 

Light humour never deserted him. His 
nephew·"\.~and biographer, Algar Labouchere 
Thorold, was by his bedside the day before 
his life ended in January, 1912. A spirit lamp 
fell off a side table and flared up. "Flames?" 
muttered the old man. "Not yet, I think!" 
And, says Mr. Thorold, he smiled and went to 
sleep again. 

W. W. HADLEY. 

NOTEIO 
BRADLAUGH was a Pa:rliamentary candidate for Northampton nine times-five in the general 
elections of 1868, 1874, 1880, 1885 and 1886, and four in by-elections. The first of those was 
in 1874 and the others-in 1881, 1882 and 1884-followed the refusal of the 'House of Commons 
to admit him after his return in 1880. Voting at all those elections is shown in the table below. 
The "Radical" label in the returns for 1868 and 1874 indicates advanced Liberals. Mter 1874 
Bradlaugh (with Labouchere) is given the "Liberal" label because he received the general support 
of the party. There was no Radical party with clearly defined bounds. 

VOTING IN NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH ELECTIONS, 1868-1886 
0 

1868 Gilpin (Liberal) . .. 2691 1881 Bradlaugh (L) 3437 
Henley (Liberal) . . . 2154 Corbett (C) 3305 
Merewether (Conservative) 1634 1882 Bradlaugh (L) 3796 
Lendrick (Conservative) 1396 Corbett (C) 3688 
Bradlaugh (Radical) 1086 
Lees .(Teetotal Radical) ... 492 1884 Bradlaugh (L) 4032 

1874 (A) Phipps (C) 2690 ~ichards (C) 3664 

Gilpin (L) 2310 1885 Labouchere (L) 4845 
Merewether (C) 2175 Bradlaugh (L) 4315 
Henley (L) 1796 Richards (C) 3890 · 
Bradlaugh (R) 1653 1886 Labouchere (L) 4570 

1874 (B) Merewether (C) 2171 Bradlaugh (L) 4353 
Fowler (L) 1836 Turner (Liberal Unionist) 3850 
Bradlaugh (R) 1766 Lees (C) .. . 3456 

1880 Labouchere CL) 4518 
Bradlaugh (L) 3827 
Phipps (C) 3152 
Merewether (C) 2826 

This article is concerned specially with Bradlaugh and Labouchere. Within the space 
available I could not deal on the same scale with their opponents. Nor, to be frank, were these 

9 In view of Queen Victoria's inveterate opposi
tion to Labouchere, it is especially interesting to note 
that his Privy Councillorship was approved by her 
successor, King Edward VII. The Prime Minister, 
Campbell-Bannerman, told Labouchere that he 
"ought to have had it long ago. I may add that in 

the highest quarter gratification would be felt. I have 
taken soundings". That meant, of course, that he 
had consulted the King before making the offer. 

10 These figures sometimes differ very slightly accord
ingtothe source used (i.e., The Northampton Mercury, 
The National Reformer, The Life of Bradlaugh, etc.). 
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:::omparable -with them in political and personal interest. The two Radical members were both 
national figures. Not one of those who were pitted against them in elections can be so described. 

The chief of these was Pickering Phipps, a grandson of the founder . of the well known 
brewery firm in which he early became a partner. He was a strong Churchman and for -many 
years took an activ~' part in local government and politics. In succession he was a member of the 
Town and County Councils and his public work soon led to his appointment as a magistrate. 
As our polling returns show, he became senior l\1.ember of Parliament for the Borough in 1874 
when Lord H~nley, who had been one of the two Liberal members for fifteen years, lost his seat. 
But Phipps was defeated in 1880 and never contested the Borough again. From 1881 to 1885 
he was Sir RainaId Knightley's partner in the representation of the old-South Division. In 1885 
he unsuccessfully opposed the Hon. C. R. Spencer in the new Mid Division. By then he had 
become a considerilble landowner in the County; at his death in 1890 he owned most of the 
parishes of Quinton and Piddington and it was his land on the east of the County Town which 
was developed as the Phippsville Estate. -

A well known Conservative barrister named Merewether-he became Recorder of 
Leicester-contested the Borough twice before he captured the seat at a by-election caused by 
the death in 1874 of the old Liberal member Gilpin. He and Phipps were both defeated in 1880 
and Northampton saw no more of Merewether. 

At two of the by-elections which followed Parliament's refusal to allow Bradlaugh to take 
the oath-those of 1881 and 1882-the Conservative candidate, Edward Corbett, had close family 
association with the County. · Himself a Shropshire man, he married in 1871 the · eldest daughter 
of Sir Charles Isham, 10th baronet of Lamport. At the first of his contests he reduced Brad
laugh's majority to the lowest point it reached after his return in 1880. Sir Charles and Lady 
Isham gave their son-in-law strenuous support in both his contests with "the Atheist at North
ampton". That was the motive of a demonstration attended by 2,000 people at Lamport in August, 
1881. Mr. Corbett was there and among others who made speeches were Lord Burghley, M.P. 
(chairman), Sir Rainald Knightley, M.P., Albert Pell, M.P., Pickering Phipps and S. G. Stopford 
Sackville. 

Cerbett serve4 his cause well both in 1881 and 1882. -Both candidates improved their 
"positions substantially in the second contest, but Bradlaugh's gain was slightly larger and he was 
unquestionably helped by his rough treatment at Westminster. His opponent in 1884, a clever 
London barrister named Richards, was a livelier speaker than_ Corbett and altogether an excellent 
candidate, but his poll was a trifle less than Corbett's two years before. Though not making 
his acquaintance I heard much of his able exposition of the anti-Bradlaugh case and of the 
provocation this gave to the Radical young hooligans. He was not in the least intimidated and the 
Conservative leaders were so impressed by him that he was their candidate-the only one-at 
the general election in 1885. He then increased his poll but both Liberals gained more and Richards 
did not stand in Northampton again. 

The Liberal split on Home Rule was a complication at the general election in 1886. As in 
many other constituencies there was a Liberal Unionist candidate, but though he had previously 
been an active Liberal he drew little support from Jlis old party and his poll of 3,850 consisted 

-overwhelmingly of Conservatives. They made only one nomination. It was Bradlaugh's last 
election. 

W.W.H. 

From The Child's Guide to Knowledge, (32nd edn., 1861), p. 203. 

Question: What place is famous for whips? 
Answer: Daventry, in Northamptonshire. 
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THE WILL OF CLEMENCE STOCK OF BOUGHTON 

LAST ABBESS OF DELAPRE 

The President of the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Division of the High Court of 
Justice decided in 1958 to transfer from Birmingham Probate Registry to the North
amptonshire Record Office the wills and registers of wills formerly in the Northampton . 
and Peterborough Registries. Those from the Northampton Registry consist of wills 
proved in the Archdeciconry Court of Northampton from 1467 to 1858, and those from 
Peterborough of wills of the Consistory Court of Peterborough from the foundation of 
the See in 1541 to the same date. There is no need to labour the point that the transfer, 
which took place ' this year, will be of great benefit to local historians and of course to 
genealogists. For the most part here is a mine which has not, with two outstanding 
exceptions, * been systematically worked, but from which one may confidently expecfwill 
emerge important evidence about the social history of Northamptonshire to supplement 
other sources such as private 'letters and accounts, particularly of the Tudor period 
when those are few in number. The will of Clemence Stock, printed below, is from the 

Northampton series (Register Book I, fo. 192). 

The Rev. R. M. Serjeantson, in his history 
of Delapre Abbey,! referred to the generous 
pension of £40 granted to the Abbess of Delapre 
after the dissolution of the Abbey by Henry 
VIII, remarking that the allowances made to 
the Prioress and seven other sisters were 
"miserably poor". He noted, too, that in the 
reign of Philip and M~ry the Prioress and four 
of the nuns were still receiving their pensions, 
with the inference that at some time previously' 
Clemence Stock had died. She died, in fact, in 
December, 1546, in extreme old age. She had 
been described just eight years previously as 
"a very sickly and an aged woman". 2 She had 
then been Abbess of Delapre for upwards of 
thirty-four years. 

Dame Clemence made her will, according to 

medieval cUstom, when death was imminent. 
It is dated 8th December, 1546, and was proved 
only five days later; she therefore p~edeceased 
Henry VIII by about seven weeks. The will, 
with the help of other contemporary records 
throws much light on the former abbess's 
manner of life, her relatives, friends, and neigh
bours, her possessions, concerns, and affections, 
and which is of particular interest, the heading 
to the document in the register, which reads 
"The Will of Clement Stock of Boughton", 
points to the fact that after her surrender of 
her Abbey to the King's Commissioners on 
16th December, 1538, she went to live in her 
native village of Boughton, four miles from 
Delapre but on the other side of Northampton.3 

The will is printed in extenso with the original 

* These are R. M . Serjeantson and H. 1. Longden, The Parish Churches and Religious Houses of Northants, 
their Dedications, Altars, Images and Lights (1913) and H. I. Longden, Northants and Rut/and Clergy, 
1500-1900, (16 vols. with index) .. 
1 A History of Delapre Abbey (1909), p. 28. This 

first appeared in the Journal of the Northants History 
Society, Vol. XV. 

2 Ibid., p. 26. 
3 The Rev. H. 1. Longden, while collecting 

materials for his great book, N orthants and Rutland 
Clergy, 1500-1900, came across and abstracted 
Clemence Stock's will, though he was · curiously 
reluctant to recognise the identity of the testator of 
1546 with the former Abbess of Delapre. There can, 
however, be no doubt of this, for, apart from the 

fact that she mentions her deceased brother, Sir 
John Stock, a priest who in his own will of 1528 
(Register Book D, fo. 53) bequeathed the residue of 
his estate to her by the name of the Abbess of Delapre, 
further evidence is provided by the will of their 
brother, William Stok(e) of Boughton (Register Book 
of 1467 to 1506), who left 6s. 8d. to his brother Sir 
John Stok, 6s. 8d. to his sister Luce (Lucy) Baker, 
described as "of Bedford", and 6s. 8d. and his best 
gown to his sister "Clemens the nonne". The will is 
dated 20th Dec. 1500. 

,t' 
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spelling on page 286 below. The following 
notes on its contents may be of interest. 

The first bequest -of her soul to God and 
His glorious Mother Virgin our Blessed Lady 
and to all the compar1y of heaven-was common 
form at this period. Her wish to be buried 
where she died may give a clue to the place of 
her death (discussed below, p. 286). She left 
many bequests in money, including 4d. to 
Peterborough Cathedral (newly founded as such 
in 1541), and 20s. to Boughton church, amount
ing in all to £30 or more-a considerable sum 
in those days. ' . 

Among various specific bequests were two 
gold rings, a silver gilt spoon, five silver spoons, 
a silver spice box, "all my plate in my sis~er 
Lucy's keeping", three beds, two brass pots 
and two pans, six pewter plates ' and dishes and 
six saucers, her best gown and best kirtle. She 
left the residue of her property to her nephew, 
Sir John Baker, vicar of Wollaston and rector 
of Draughton, whom she named as executor. 
Her immediate family was as follows :-

originals, which, handed back to the executors 
after probate, have for the most part disap
peared. The form of the surname as used by 
Serjeantson and in the Victoria County History 
has been adopted in this article. The Abbess's 
Christian name also varied in different docu
ments. The Latin form is Clementia, often 
spelt Clemencia in the Middle Ages. The ' 
English form, Clemence, would seem to be 
more correct than the diminutive, Clementina, 
used by the V.C.H. . 

It is difficult to say much of the social position 
. of the Stock family of Boughton. They do not 

appear to have been wealthy and were probably 
of yeoman rank. I have found no evidence to 
bear out a suggestion made in Northampton
shire Past and Present4 that they were related 
to the Thomas Stokke, rector of Easton on the 
Hill, who was the virtual founder of Browne's 
Hospital, Stamford. There were in fact 
numerous families named Stocks and Stokes 
scattered over the length and breadth of · the 
county. 

- STOCK OF BOUGHTON NEAR NORTHAMPTON 

I 
I I I I 

William Stock Sir John Stock, Lucy John Baker, 
of Bedford 

Clemence, 
of Bough~on Vicar of Hardingstone, 

etc. (See below) I 
Sir J ohn Baker, 

. Abbess of Delapre, 
1504 to 1538 

Vicar of W ollaston, & 
Rector of Draughton 

Kinsfolk referred to in her will were the 
Marriots of Quinton, the Pembertons (perhaps 
of Draughton), the Says (perhaps of Dodding
ton), and the Spencers of Boughton. 

That the Stocks were a Boughton family is 
evident from the will of William, the Abbess's 
brother who was of Boughton, and who left 
instructions that he was to be buried in the 
churchyard of St. John the Baptist's there, next 
to the grave of his father. It may be noted that 
his surname appears in his will as "Stok' "
" Stoke" in the margin, - and that Dame 
Clemence's name is also spelt in various ways: 
Stocke, Stokes, Stock. Apart from the fact that 
there was no · fixed spelling at this date, it has 

. to be remembered that all these early North
amptonshire wills are copies in registers, not 

4 Vol. n;No. 3, p. 152;note 52. 
5 Clemence in her will calls Thomas's wife 

"Mary", but it is "Margery" in this deed and in 
Thomas's will. 

6 N.R.O./Finch-Hatton MSS. 416 and 1802 (two 
parts ofthe same fine). The Hasilwodes and Barnards 

Turning back now to the Abbess's will, one 
notices bequests to a number of relatives, all 
except for Leuc' (Lucy) Baker, her sister, called 
"cousins", a word which at that date signified 
nothing more than a blood relative and included 
even nephews, nieces and grandchildren; Sir 
John Baker, her nephew-"Sir", representing 
"Dominus", was the courtesy title accorded to 
priests-is actually called a "cousin" in the 
will. Amongst these kinsmen are Thomas 
Pemberton and John Marriot whom we know 
to have joined with their wives5, with John 
Baker and Lucy his wife and· Hugh Powcher 
and Alice his wife in the sale of a house and 
land in Draughton to John Hasilwode of Maid
well in 1539.6 The Marriots were evidently 
Quinton farmers, for the will of Thomas 

intermarried and one of the Barnards was a nun at 
Delapre at the Dissolution. The Barnards also owned 
the manors of Doddington and Earls Barton, the 
advowsons of which villages belonged to Delapre 
Abbey. . 
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Pemberton the younger mentions his brother
in,..law, John Marriot of Quinton7 ; and Hugh 
Powcher also had property at Quinton which 
is mentioned in his will.8 

The Marriots had the largest legacies under 
Dame Clemence's will,-Clemence, John's wife 
and the Abbess's namesake, receiving a quan
tity of brass and pewter, her -husband £3, (the 
largest monetary legacy), and their daughter 
Mary getting two beds, bedding apd other 
household goods. I have not been able to 
discover the exact relationship of the Marriots 
and the other "cousins" to Clemence Stock. 
The Spencers were a Boughton family, still 
there in 1589 when they sold a house and land 
to Thomas Facer,9 and there were Says in 
Northampton, Hardingstone, and Doddington, 
who made wills in the first half of the 16th 
century; the legatee was probably John Sey of 
Doddington who in 1553 made his will in which 
he mentioned his wife Agnes, four daughters 
(including one called Clemens), and four sons, 
of whom Thomas was left leases of land that 
had belonged to Richard Hoilmfraye of 
Boughton.10 - -

John Baker and Lucy, the Abbess's sister, 
both parties to the deed of 1539, were the 
parents of Sir John Baker, priest, executor of 
his aunt~s will. Baker had become Vicar of 
Wollaston in 1520 and Rector of Draughton in 
1528, both of them Delapre livings, to which 
he had clearly been presented by his aunt. ~1 
He seems to have held both benefices in plural-;, 
ity and was buried at Draughton in 1569. Sir 
John Baker had been preceded both at Wollaston 
and Draughton by his uncle Sir John Stock, 
the Abbess's brother. Stock himself had been 
presented to Wollaston in 1515 on giving up 
yet a third Delapre living~Doddington-to 
which he had been instituted vicar in 1509. It 
was in the same year, too, that he became 
Rector of Draughton succeeding there Sir John 
Chese, a relative of Clemence Stock's pre~ 
decessor, Johanna Chese. Sir John Chese had 

7 Register Book M, fo.4, dated 18th July, 1546, 
and proved 18th April, 1547. 

8 Ibid., fo. 155, dated 22nd May, 1529; no date of 
probate. 

9 N.R.O./Howard-Vyse Collection, box 17, par
cel3. 

10 Register Book L, fo. 60, dated 27th August and 
proved 14th November, 1553. Sey and his descend
ants owned the impropriate rectory of Doddington, 

become rector in 1501 following Sir John 
Hichecok. Both Hichecok -and Chese and the 
Abbess Johanna are mentioned in the will of 
Chese's uncle, another Sir Johp. Chese who was 
incumbent of Broughton, yet another Delapre 
living.12 Hichecok succeeded the uncle at 
Broughton and followed Sir John Stock at 
Doddington in 1515, holding both livings until 
his death in 1541. This nepotism in the matter 
'of preferment to the Delapre, Abbey benefices 
probably excited no more attention or criticism 
in its day than the presentation by lay patrons 
of their relations to "family livings" in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. 

Sir John Stock was also Vicar of Harding
stone from 1520, holding it in plurality with 
Draughton until his death' in 1528. The 
patronage of Hardingstone belonged to St. 
Andrew's Priory, but Bridges records that for 
this turn the Abbess of Delapte had a grant 
from them. Thus it was that for eight years 
Sir John and his sister were neighbours in the 
same parish. On his death he bequeathed a 
mark (13s. 4d.) "to every lady iri Delaprey".13 

Nothing much can be s.aid of the remaining 
legatees in the will. Sir Hugh. Edmundson, 
rector of Boughton, had a long incumbency 
from 1513 to 1549. Sir William Sniyth remains 
unidentified. A Master William Smyth wa& 
rector of Earls Barton, a Delapre living, from 
1525 to 1528, whose successor was presented 
by virtue of a-grant from the Abbess by William 
Smyth, Archdeacon of Lincoln, nephew of the 
Bishop of Lincoln of the same name, and ·there 
are other William Smyths recorded by Long
den. The surname is in fact too common to 
allow of any valid conclusions, though it should 
be noted that two of _ the nuns of Delapre at 
the Dissolution -were Emma Smyth and Grace 
Smyth.14 Legacies of 4d. apiece were be
queathed to the servants of John Marriot, and 
the handsome sum of 10s. to John Green, Lucy 
Baker's servant; nothing is said of any servant 
of Clemence Stock, unless Alice Larkyng was 

once the property of the Abbess and Convent of 
Delapre Abbey. 

11 Facts about the patronage of livings are taken 
from John Bridges' History of Northamptonshire. 

12 Register Book of 1467 to 1506, fo. 131, No. 478, 
will dated 9th February, 1500/1501; no date of pro
bate. 

13 Serjeantson, op. cit., p. 26. 
14 Ibid., p. 28. 
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such.IS No reason has been discovered for the 
bequests to Nicholas and Gertrude Hoy. The 
name is uncommon though there exists a will 
of a Richard Hoy 'of Doddington dated 1526. 
The customary provision for masses for the 
soul of the testator and her relatives occurs 
early in the will, in her case for three years, the 
priest to have £5.6s.8d. a year.I6 It is, perhaps, 
unusual that there is no bequest to the poor as 
such, but this would no doubt be covered by 
the gift of a shilling to every cottager in 
'Boughton and to ,each of her god-children 
there. Finally, the torch bearers at her funeral, 
the grave-digger, and her own bearers are not 
forgotten. 

To her n~phew, Sir John Baker, as executor, 
Dame Clemence added her kinsmen John 
Spencer of Boughton, senior, arid John Marriot 
of Quinton as supervisors of her will. Of the 
three witnesses John: Pendylton has not been 
identified, but "John Chantrell, parson" was 
Rector of Quinton in 1546, and "Rauff' Bryc' " 
was surely a member of the substantial Quinton 
family of BriceP This strongly suggests that 
Clemence' died at Quinton whilst on a visit to 
her relatives the Marriots. The bequest of her 
bed "in the great chamber of Boughton" may im
ply that she was away from home when making 
her will, and a long illness at Quinton before' 

.. her death is perhaps indicated by her lavish 
bequests to the Marriots, their children, and 
their servants. If these surmises are correct she 
would have been buried at Quinton, as she 

wished "my body to be buried in holy sepulture 
where I shall depart this life", but in default 
of definite evidence we must remain uncertain 
whether, as seems more likely, her bones lie in 
the little church at Quinton, or beneath the 
ruins of St. John the Baptists's church on 
Boughton Green. 

It is pleasant to find by this will that the last 
Abbess of Delapre spent her remaining years 
amongst her relatives and friends in the familiar 
surroundings of her old -home and in comfort
able circumstances. We have good grounds for 
picturing her supping out of her silver spoons 
and eating off her pewter plates, visiting her 
neighbours at Boughton, poor as well as rich, 
during the week, attending Mass on Sundays 
at St. John's Church in her best gown and 
kirtle, and surely present at the famous fair 
held on Boughton Green each St. John the 
Baptist's tide, as she had been in ' her child
hood's days,18-a good friend to all, a beloved 
aunt, and godmother on frequent occasions at 
the baptisms of the village children. 

The present writer desires to thank Mr. 
W. A. Pantin, Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, 
for his helpful comments on these notes. In 
the text of the will which follows, the original 
spelling has been retained but the punctuation 
has been mQdernised and the proper names 
printed with capitals. To those unacquainted 
with the English of this period, the meaning 
will come more easily if it be read aloud. 

P. I. KING. 

THE WYLL OF eLEMENT STOCKE DE BOUGHTON 

In the name of God, amen. In the yere off our Lord God MLVcXLVI in the eyght day 
off December in the yere of the reygn of our soueryng lorde Henry the viijt, bye the 
grace off God of England, Fraunc', and Ireland Kyng, Defender of the Fayth and in 
the erth of the Churche off Y ngland and Ireland Supreme Hedd, the xxxviiit 
I Clement Stocke, seke in body and hole in soule an~ off good & perfyt remembrans, 

, thanks be unto God, make thys mye testament and last wyll in maner & forme folowyng: 
Fyrst I geue, wyll, and bequeth mye soule holy to God A1lmyghty and to hys gloryus 

15 Mr. Pantin suggests that in the absence of any 
,. specific mention of Dame Clemence's own servants 
in the will, she may have lived at Boughton with her 
widowed sister Lucy, occupying the best bed
chamber there. 

16 A similar period and sum occur in the will of 
Joan Lyle of Leicester in 1528. 

17 A Thomas Brice of Quinton made his wlll on 
3rd February, 1529 (N. & R. Clergy, X, p. 19); John 
Brice of the same was rated at £3.8.0 for the subsidies 
of 39 and 44 Eliz. I (NRS Ill, pp. 70, 96); a William 

Brice of the same was a juror for the hundred in 
1657 (ibid. I, p. 171). Other Brices occur in the 
subsidy, militia, and jury lists of the 16th and 17th 
centuries in four of the parishes adjoining Quinton, 
but none in or near Boughton which lies seven miles 
from Quinton (See NRS I & Ill). 

18 Boughton Green Fair was for centuries a tre
mendous event for many miles around Boughton. 
It lapsed in 1914 and was never revived. In Dame 
Clemence's time it lasted for three days. 
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Mother Vyrgyn, our Blyssyd Lady and to all the holy company of heuen, and mye body 
to be buryd in holy sepulture where I shall departe thys present lyff. 
Item I bequeth to the mother churche off Peterborught, iii;d, and to the parysche churche 
of Boughton, :xx s. ' 
And to Sir Hewgh Edmunson, parsone of the say-d churche, on19 pare off flaxen shetts. 
Item I wyll that ther shall one honyst prest be hyerd bye· the space of !hre hole yers to 
sey Masses and other deuyne seruycez for mye soule, the soule of mye brother Sir 
John Stocke, [and] Sir Wylliam Smyth, prests, mye father and mother and all Christin 
soulls, and he to haue for euery yere duryng the sayd thre yers vI vj s viij d for hys 
stypendary . 
Item I wyll [f.192v] and bequeth to euery cotteer20 in Boughton aforsayd, xi; d. 
And to euery of my godchyldren ther xi; d. 
And I bequeth unto my syster Leuc' Baker my gold ryng wyth whytt amyll,21 a spone 
gyltyd [and] a spyce boxe of syluer. 
Item I getie wyll & bequeth to my cosyn John Spencer my plane hoppe of gold.22 
Item I geue Robert his sone too syluer spons. 
And to mye cosyn John hys yonger sonne i; syluer spons. 
Item I bequeth to my cosyn Annes Say one of my best raylez23 and to euery off hyr 
chyl9ren xij d. 
And to my cosyn John Saye xx·s. 
Item I geue & bequeth unto mye cosyn Thomas Pemerton :xx s., [and] to mye cosyn 
Marye hys wyff mye bedd in the gret chamber of Boughton wyth all that longyth to ytt. 
And to my godchyld John Pemerton :xx d. , 
Item I geue & bequeth unto Alys Larkyng xl s, mye best gowne & mye best kyrtyll.24 
Item I bequeth unto mye cosyn John Maryat ii; 1, [and] to my cosyn Clement hys wyff, 
a brasse potte, a gret brasse panne, halff a dosane puter platts, halff a dosane puter dyshys 
callyd corner porynger, halff a dosen sausers, a worte pane25 and a pare of shetts. 
Item to their dougther Marye Maryet, on fether bedd, i; pare of shetts, a couerlyd and 
my trusyng bedd26 wyth all that longyth to hytt, a syluer spone, a brase pott, a brasse 
pane, one table c1oyth, on towell, and :xx s in monye. 
Item to Katerin Mariott v; s, vii; d. and to euery of hyr brethern & systerne xx d. 
Item to euery of the seruants of mye sayd cosyn, John Maryett iii; d. 
Item I wyll & bequeth to John Grene, seruant unto mye syster Leuc' Baker, x s. 
Item I wyll & bequeth unto my cosyn Sir John Baker, prest, all mye platte in the kepyng 
of mye sayd syster, hys mother. 
Item I wyll that the resydow off mye remanyng in Boughton aforesayd be sold be mye 
executers to the intent that the mony ther of rysyngand comyng be conuertyd to the 
huse & behoffe of Nycholas Hoye, to fynde hym to scole·or other wyse as shalbe thought 
profetable to the sayd Nycholas, bye ye dyschressyon of mye sayd executor, sauyng xl s 
ther off, wyche I wyll & bequeth to Gertrud Hoy, syster to the sayd Nycholas, to hyr 
maryng. 
I tem I bequeth to fower persons that shall take panys after mye departyr to bere mye 
bodye to holye sepulture xv; d, and to be dystrybut emongs them that shall ryng duryng 
the tyme of mye buryall vii; d, and to hym that shall make mye graue iii; d. 
Item I wyll there shalbe prouyd27 agenst the day off mye buryall fower newgh trorchys28 
to bume duryng the same, & after to remane to the use off the churche where I shall soe 
chawnc to be buryd. ., ' 
Item I bequeth to euerye of them that bere anye of the sayd torches the tyme off mye 
buryall i; d. 

19 = "one" here as elsewhere. 
20 Cottager. . 
21 For "amel" meaning "enamel". 
22 A gold ring. 
23 Gown or neckerchief. 

24 A short jacket, a mantle. 
26 A vegetable pan or brewing vessel. 
26 A portable or folding bed. 
27 "provided". 
28 for "torches". 

,/ 
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The resydow of mye goods, jeuells,. & all mye catells unbequeth, mye legaces, dettes~ & 
funeralls peyd, fulfylyd, & done, I wyll shalbe at the dyscressyon of mye' forsayd cosyn, 
Sir John Baker, wherin he shall thynke best, whome I orden & make mye full executore, 
and I orden & 'make to be superuisers ofthys mye testament & last'wyll, niye cosyn John 
Spenser the e1dre aforesayd and mye cosyn John Maryott aforesayd, and that euery of 
them shall haue for their labore xl s. 
Thes beyng wytnes: John Chantrell, parson, Rauffe Bryc', John Pendylton. 

Probatum etc coram nobis Johanne Apharre legum doctore officiali 
antedicto ac per nos etc xiijdie Decembris anno dnj 1546 anno 
predicto comissaque fuit administratio etc executori in , eodem 
nominato et iurato saluo iure cuiuscumque, et,c. 

Translation 
This is an abbreviated note of probate: 

"Proved etc., before us, John Apharre, Doctor of Laws, the official 
aforesaid, and by us, etc., the 13th day of December, A.D. 1546, the 
year aforesaid, and the administration etc., committed to the 
executor named in the same and he sworn, saving the right of 

whomsoever, etc.". 
The official was the deputy of the Archdeacon of Northampton, in 
whose Court the will was proved. "Apharre" is an early form of "Parry" . 

• 
Delapre Day~ Extracts from Speeches 

The Master of the Rolls (the Right Honble. the Lord Evershed) said: 
"You have-paid me a very great honour in asking me to come here today and to declare 

open, as I shall presently do, Delapre Abbey, as a Record repository. These, I assure you, 
are not words that are merely polite and perfunctory, for it must be true that Delapre Abbey, 
by virtue first of its quality and its history as a building, and secondly by virtue of the records 
it contains and will contain, and their sources, can justly claim to be the outstanding repository 
in our Kingdom, if not in a wider field. 

I do not know whether you have by your invitation thought of me in my capacity as 
Master of The Rolls, or as Presid~nt of The British Records Association, as Chairman of the 
Historical Manuscripts Commission, or as a Trustee of the Pilgrim Trust, but all these capa
cities unite in this, in a real admiration for the County of Northampton and the work it has 
done and does in the field of archives. 

Thinking back over the period, and it is' not inYour history a very long one, during which 
the Governments of our country have applied themselves to performing what , Sir J ames 
Grigg called 'the inescapable duty of the civilised state to preserve its archives' ,-looking 
back over that period one thing is very clear, that there has -of recent years been an immense 
increase in the realisation of the significance of archives as the source for historians. Indeed, 
it is only within the last generation really, that bodies like your County Council have really 
performed, as you so well do, the duty to posterity of looking after local archives. Most 
other counties now do the same, and for that it may well be that much credit is due to the 
British Records Association, and to one woman whose name I must mention on this occasion, 
Miss Ethel Stokes. As a man indeed you will perhaps allow me, for we are nothing if not 
chivalrous, to express real appreciation for the work women have performed, work of skill 
and patience in the field of archives. In this partnership between the archivist and the 
historian, and I would not before ,so , many historians dare to say this without quoting 
authority, Sir Keith Hancock has said: 'The historian is the more selfish and gets all the 
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glory'. Of the archivist he might say with Orl~do: ,'How well in thee appears the constant 
service of the antique world for duty, not for meat'. 

One may then ask, why is there this increase of interest and how has it come about? 
What is its justification? And to that surely the answer is certain enough-we cannot hope 
. to make plans rightly for the funire of our country and for posterity unless we first under
stand the past. The well-known saying of Professor Maitland as regards the law has indeed 
a much wider application-'We study', he said, 'the day before yesterday, so that yesterday 
. may not paralyse today, and today may not paralyse tomorrow'. In these endeavours, as I 
have said, the archivist and the historian are partners: to the scholar andto the historian it . 
matters little whether the sources he wishes to study are public records, properly so-called, 
or are records of a local authority, ecclesiastical retords or private records. What does matter 
is that the records should be preserved, and let me add, for this is of the utmost importance, 
preserved coherently, that is in their natural place as part of a series. And what next matters 
is that they should be accessible. And from this something follows. It is in all conscience 
hard enough to find the records and to preserve them, but to render them accessible in a 
true sense there must be an immense work of patience and skill applied in cataloguing them, 
arranging them, and so presenting them. to the world of scholars in a form which is to them 
most useful. Havirig said so much let me retUrn to my tribute to this County of Northampton. 
It appears to be thoroughly well represented today-only, I assume, is the County Cricket 
Eleven absent, playiI~g agains1:my County at Derby. . 

The Regius Profe'ssor of Modern History in the University of Cambridge wrote not long 
ago: 'The collection of the materials of county and national history which has been built up 
by the Northamptonshire Record Society is unsurpassed in value by any other county 
collection' . You will perhaps allow me, as an Oxford man, to look upon this pale blue eulogy 
with some slight reserve, so 1 ask, what did the Regius Professor of History at Oxford say? 
-1 will tell you and let him now, since 1 believe he is here, deny it if he will:-'For twenty
five years Northamptonshire has earned the respect of the historical wodd by its outstanding 
achievement in the preservation and publication of its records'. With this commanding 
concurrence of the two major Universities, it is only just and proper that we should now 
salute the County of Northampton for its services and leadership in this field. 

You will note that I have not so far at all distinguished between the County as a geographical 
entity, and the relevant institutions in it, and. indeed that is deliberate, for it is in this respect 
perhaps that our tribute to this County should be most particularly sincere. Accessibility for 
the scholar means that the relevant records should be conveniently accessible. Those relating 
particularly, though by no means exclusively, to this County, this part of England, are to be 
found at Delapre Abbey, where they are together in what is, in my experience, a most 
remarkable cohabitation. And that is because in a remarkable degree, and to the great credit 
if 1 may respectfully say so, of those responsible-private owners, the County and the 
Borough Authorities, the Soke of Peterborough and the ecclesiastical ~uthorities----all these 
having combined to make this place a 'very efficient and scholarly resort, as much as anything, 
made possible the great achievement of collecting the necessary funds and preserving Delapre 
Abbey as the outstanding repository, for so 1 have called it, of the country. 

1 would like to thank, on your behalf, all the generous contributors. 1 would like to thank 
all those who have worked so hard to bring this about because it has m,eant a tremendous 
lot of work by a great many people, and if they are now nameless 1 hope they will not think 
that they are forgotten. But one name 1 add, that of Mr. King, ~he County archivist, who has 
won such fame in this field, and whose skill and energy has done so much, and will do so 
much for the records in this County. To him we are much indebted for the exhibition which 
will be presently available to your gaze. The exhibition is, of course, but a small excerpt from 
an altogether wonderful collection .... 

Well, Mr. Chairman, 1 have spoken in all conscience long enough; 1 am not sure whether 
1 now ought to do it, but 1 will declare. Delapre Abbey open, though you will not at once go 
to it for you have something much better to listen to first". 
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THE PUBLICATIONS 
OF THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD SOCIETY 

are on sale at tke following prices (plus postage and packing) to members and non-members 
respectively. It is possible in some cases to supply second-hand copies of out-of-print volumes. 

Payment should be made in sterling. Please apply to the Hon. Secretary, Delapre Abbey, Northampton . . 

VOL. I Quarter Sessions Records of the County of Northampton, 
1630, 1657, 1657-8. Edited by Joan Wake, with an Introduction by S. A. Peyton (1924). 
Price to members, £1.1.0, to non-members, £1.5.0. (Out of print). . 

"Miss Wake prints the actual records of the justices' proceedings ... These are preceded by an 
admirable survey of the justices' activities in the early 17th century, written by Mr. S. A. Peyton, 
and a critical and descriptive note on the Northamptonshire quarter sessions records by Miss 
Wake ... It is to be hoped that the Northamptonshire Record Society will continue their publication 
of what is undoubtedly one of the most valuable sources for the social and economic history of the 
later 17th century.'.' English Historical Review. . 

VOL. II Henry of Pytchley's Book of Fees, edited with an Introduction by 
W. T. Mellows, (1927). Price to members, £1.10.0,; to non-members £1.17.6. (Out of print). 

"Few of the great JIlonasteries had a finer series of registers and cartularies than the twenty-three 
which Mr. Mellows enumerates, and (save two not known to survive) describes with a particularity 
which will make his list extremely helpful to historical students ... It will be seen that he had a 
formidable task in mastering the great mass of local manuscript material alone, apart from the general 
printed sources. The results of his labour are mainly to be seen in the fullness and accuracy of his 
notes on the various fiefs, which present many knotty points of genealogy." James Tait in English 
Historical Review, April 1928. 

VOL. III Musters, Beacons, Subsidies, &c., in the County of North
ampton, 1586-1623. Edited by Joan Wake, with an Introduction by John E. Morris, 
D.LITT., pTT.D., a Genealogical Note by the Rev. Henry Isham Longden, and a note on the 
Roman and Hindu-Arabic notations by Edward M. Longley (1926).'Price to members, £1.1.0,; 
"to I).on-members,. £1.5.0. (Out of print). 

This manuscript is the Musters Book kept by Sir Richard Knightley of Fawsley, one of the 
deputy lieutenants for Northamptonshire under the lieutenancy of Sir Christopher Hatton 
(1586-1591) and Thomas, first Earl of Exeter. . 

"This is a local publication of unusual importance ... The main interest of the volume for most 
readers will probably centre in the introduction; dealing as it tloes with raising, use, payment, organi
sation and control of the non-prQfessional fighting forces of the country from a period before the 
Conquest down to modern times. -Coming from so well-known an authority, this lengthy discussion 
of the subject marks a great step forward in our knowledge ... Altogether a notable book." H. J enkinson 
in History, January, 1928. 

VOL. IV Facsiiniles of Early Charters from Northamptonshire 
Collections. Edited with an Introduction and Notes by F. M. Stenton, F.B.A. (1930). Price 
to members, £1.10.0,; to non-members, £1.17.6. . 

"The fortunate acquirers of this volume will find in it no less than sixty-four excellent repro
ductions of charters whose dates run from the reign of William 11 down to the beginning of the 
thirteenth century. Each facsimile is accompanied by a transcript, a brief abstract in English, and an 
admirable commentary by the editor." C. G. Crump in History, January, 1931. 

"In what other county would a systematic exploration of the muniment rooms of great country
houses produce such a remarkable haul of early charters as Miss Joan Wake, the secretary of the local 
Record Society, was fortunate enough to find in those of Northamptonshire? They include nearly 
a dozen documents drawn up by the royal chancery from William 11 to Henry 11, examples of those 
rarities, original charters of Henry's brother William, and his son Henry, "the young king," the 
foundation charters of Bourne and Revesby Abbeys, early grants to Thorney, St. Neot's, Hinchinbrook, 
Peterborough, Nun Monkton, and the religious houses of Northampton, with many more twelfth 
century charters and a few of early thirteenth century date, all of which have interest of one sort or 
another. Though most of them relate to lands in Northamptonshire itself, other counties are well 
represented, and the collection even makes an important addition to the scanty list of early West
morland charters of non-monastic origin." James Tait in English Historical Review, January, 1931. 
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VOL. V The Earliest Northamptonshire Assize Rolls, 1202 and 1203. 
Edited with an Introduction by Doris M. Stenton (1930). Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non
members, £1.5.0. 

These rolls, which are in the Public Record Office, are among the earliest judicial records of 
western Europe. They shew at work two great lawyers, both of them Northamptonshire men, 
Simon and Martin of Pattishall. "In the early years of John's reign," writes Mrs. Stenton, 
"justices were travelling about the country continuously, but of all this activity very little evidence 
has come down to us in the form of rolls of the business done before the justices in their various 
sessions. Every scrap that survives is of the first importance, coming from the time when English 
common law was in the age of its most rapid growth." 

"The early date of these records gives them particular importance. Procedure was not firmly 
fixed ... It is therefore a great boon to scholars that they are able to study the rolls under the acute 
and skilful guidance of Mrs. Stenton, who lets nothing escape her, and whose learning in matters 
of this kind is adequate to . almost every occasion. She regards her very able introduction as a guide 
to the beginner, but everybody who is concerned with the period can learn much from it." F. M. 
Powicke, in English Historical Review, XLVI, 287. 

"We read of market days being changed from Sunday to Saturday, of wine sold contrary to the 
assize, and of tolls levied on salt-laden carts passing through Northamptonshire ... there is a 
wealth of references to crime and its punishment, to villeinage and its services, and to the various forms 
of legal procedure in use in the early thirteenth century." Speculum (January, 1931). 

VOL. VI Ketteri~g Vestry ' Minutes, 1797-1835. Edited with an Introduction 
by S. A. Peyton (1933). Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. 

"The Kettering Vestry Minutes, 1797-1835, which Mr. Peyton has edited, and for which he has 
written one of his admirable introductions, illustrate excellently the chief aspects of parochial se1f
government during the first half of the nineteenth century. But beyond this, they have a particular 
interest at the present time in that they shew how the men of Kettering faced problems some of which 
are only too familiar today." G.S.T. in English Historical Review, July 1934, XLIX, 195. 

VOL. VII The Montagu Musters Book, 1602-1623, edited with . an Intro
duction by Joan Wake, and Biographical ~otes by the Rev. Henry Isham Longden, F.S.A. (1935). 
Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. 

This Musters book was compiled by Sir Edward Montagu of Boughton in the Eastern 
Division of the County, his period of office as Deputy Lieutenant partly coinciding with that of 
Sir Richard Knightley whose Musters Book the Society published in 1926 (See Volume III ante). 
In it the whole system of organising and training the local forces, together with the method of 
raising the necessary funds by local taxation is abundantly illustrated. The activities of the 
Deputy . Lieutenants against the Papists at the time of the Gunpowder Plot and the local rising 
in 1607 ' against inc10sures are described in the Introduction. 

"The general reader may hardly be disposed to credit that a volume with the above title could be 
as engrossing as any novel, yet once embarked upon it becomes difficult to put down." The Kettering 
Leader (15 February, 1935). . 

"The Northamptonshire Record Society is to be heartily congratulated on The Montagu Musters 
Book A.D. 1602-1623. In an admirable introduction Miss Joan Wake tells the reader all he needs to 
know about musters in order to understand the documents transcribed." English Historical Review, 
April, 1936. 

VOL. VIII Wellingborough Manorial Accounts, 1258-1323. Edited with 
an Introduction by Frances M. Page, PH.D. (1936). Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non-members, 
£1.5.0. (Out of print). . . 

This volume has been chosen as a set book for the Honours School of Modern History 
Examination at Oxford. I 

"Students of medieval agriculture 'Yill be grateful to Miss Page for her second instalment of 
the ministers' accounts of the Crowland Abbey manors ... The accounts have been transcribed, 
edited, and some of them translated, with an accuracy and scholarly care which we have learned to 
expect from Miss Page." M. M. Postan in The Economic History Review, November, 1936. 

VOL. IX Peterborough Churchwardens' Accounts, 1467-1573, with 
Supplementary Documents, 1107-1488. Edited with an Introduction by W. T. Mellows, F.S.A • 

. (1939). Price to members, £1.1.0.; to non-mem~ers, £1.5.0 . . 

. I 
! 
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VOL. X Peterborough Feoffees' Accounts, 1614-1764, being Minutes 
and Accounts of the Feoffees and Governors of the City Lands, with supplementary 
Documents, 1571~1683. Edited by W. T. Mellows, F.S.A. (1937). Price to members, £1.1.0.; 
to non-members, £1 .. 5.0. 

"In these 'wo volumes Mr. Mellows and the Northamptonshire Record Society have made a 
valuable addition to the growing body of published municipal records. A great deal of light is thrown 
upon the working of various types of local government machinery over a period long enough to show 
their growth and decay, as well as their complex interrelations ... All who refer to the records will be 
grateful for the excellent indexes provided." E. G. Dowdell in English Historical Review, October, 1939. 

"Though his interests are primarily those of a constitutional and administrative historian his 
investigations will certainly provide a considerable amount of valuable material for economic historians." 
The Economic History Review, H. J. Habbakuk, 1943. 

VOL. XI ' Rolls of Northamptonshire Sessions of the Peace, 1314-
1316, 1320. Edited with an Introduction by Marguerite Gollancz (1940). Price to members, 
£1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. 

"The growing number of volumes of records of the medieval justices of the peace and their 
predecessors which have been published under the inspiration of Miss B. H. Putnam has received a 
welcome addition in the Rol4 of Northamptonshire Sessions of the Peace . .. It has been capably edited 
by Miss Marguerite Gollancz, who has contributed a clear and instructive introduction, in which she 
gathers together what can be gleaned of the personal history of the supervisors and keepers and sum
marises what may be learnt from the record of their proceedings." H. G. Richardson in History, 
September, 1941. 

VOL. XII The Last Days of Peterborough Monastery. Edited with an 
Introduction by W. T. Mellows, F.S.A. (1947). pp.civ + 155, 7 illus~rations. Price to members, 
£1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. 

VOL. XIII The Foundation Qf Peterborough Cathedral, 1541. Edited with 
an Introduction byW. T. Mellows, F.S.A. (1941). pp.lxXxiii + 140,5 illustrations. Price to members, 
£1.1.0.; to non-members, £1.5.0. (Out of print). . 

. "Mr. W. T. ,Mellows has brought to his task of editorship an unequalled knowledge of the 
. manuscripts at Peterborough; he has provided, quite apart from the texts, a very useful account 
of the processes achieving this outstanding Henrician foundation and a general commentary upon the 
Cathedral personnel and institutions throughout the Tudor period." A.D.G. in English Historical 
Review, January, 1943. . 

VOL. XIV A Descriptive List of the Printed Maps of Northamp
tonshire, A.D., 1576-1900. By Harold Whitaker, Hon.Ph.D. (Leeds), with an intro
duction by the Author. (1949). pp.xVi + 216, 13 illustrations. Price to members, £1.1.0.; to 
non-members, £1.5.0. . 

VOL. XV Sir Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals 11th-15th Century. 
Edited by the late Lewis C. Loyd and Doris Mary Stenton, with an Introduction by Lady Stenton 
(1950). Published by the Clarendon Press in conjUnction with the Northamptonshire Record 
Society in honour of Sir Frank Stenton and as the Society's.publication for 1941 and 1942. Price 
£4.4.0, but a few copies of this important book are on sale ·to members of the Society only, 
at £3.3.0. 

"This collection of 529 charters was drawn together from all over England. It suffers therefore 
a little from lack of cohesion . . . nevertheless it would be hard to conceive a collection more diversely 
important for the study of feudal society." Professor David Douglas in English Historical Review CAp. '51) 

VOL. XVI The Book of William Morton, Almoner of Peterborough 
Monastery, 1448-1467. Edited by P. I. Kipg with annotations by W. T. Mellows and 
an introduction by C. N. L. Brooke. (1954). (This is an Anthony Mellows Memorial Volume). 
£1.1.0, £1.5.0. '. . . . . . . ' 

"William Morton . : . discharged all the varied duties, personal, legal, and financial, of a 
fifteenth century estate manager ... Mr. Brooke contributes a full and masterly Introduction." 
The Tablet. 
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"Apart from the excellence of the editorial work which presents it, Morton's book is of value 
for a number of reasons: ... because it provides evidence for the economy of the community, the work 
of a monastic almoner, and a variety of matters concerning the late medieval property administration. 

With all the admirable critical apparatus provided, it is possible . . . to see the details of his 
administration against the widef background ofthe Peterborough community." Journal of Ecclesiastical 
History. 

"Admirably edited with glossary, notes, and a full index." Times Literary Supplement. 

VOL. XVII The Correspondence of Bishop Brian Duppa and Sir 
Justinian Isham, 1650-1660. Edited with Memoirs of the Correspondents and an 
Historical Summary, by Gyles Isham. (1955). (£1.5.0, £1.10.0). 

"Sir Gyles Isham has rendered a most valuable service to students of English history . in the 
17th century. The existence of the correspondence has been well known . . . but only to a few and 
its present publication in extenso is of equal value and importance ... indeed, the perusal of the 
correspondence almost moves the reader to regret the Restoration which caused its end . . . Sir 
George Clark's modest Preface is a model of what such contributions should be. The volume furnishes 
a feast of good things, and is warmly to be welcomed." Norman'Sykes in The Journal of Ecclesiastical. 
Studies. 

"The lasting charm of the correspondence lies in the incidental picture which it gives of a 
Cavalier society under Cromwellian rule . . . Sir Gyles Isham deserves the thanks of all students of 
the Commonwealth." C. V. Wedgwood in Time and Tide. 

"The present volume of the really admirable series of publications of the Northamptonshire 
Record Society, edited with a wealth of annotation, brings back if not the Dean of Christ Church 
and Bishop of Chichester at any rate the Bishop of Salisbury and of Winchester in his epistolary 
habit as he lived ' ... Sir Gyles Isham's pietas leading to a labour of love has laid all students of a 
difficul~ period under obligation as they find with what unremitting pains he has laid himself out to 
unravel complexities and to track down every allusion . . . a final tribute of admiration may be 
allowed to appendices and list of authorities and indices which will be found 'to satisfy in ,good measure." 
Claude Jenkins in the Journal of Ecclesiastical History. . 

VOL. XVIII Elizabethan Peterborough, The Dean and Chapter as Lords of 
the City. Edited, with an Introduction by W. T. Mellows and Daphne H. Gifford. (1956). 
(This is an Anthony Mellows Memorial Volume). £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 

"Peterborough was-and still is-an anomaly in English urban history. Forming part of the 
estates of the Bishop of Peterborough it was an ecclesiastical manor which survived as such, in spite 
of the Reformation, with a constitution ossified in its medieval form ... Here we see civic officialdom 
being grafted upon a manorial structure; but fundamentally it did not change. The Protestant Dean 
and Chapter stood heirs to the departing abbot; and what they had they held. History. 

"Historians and ecclesiastical antiquaries will welcome the publication by the Northamptonshire 
Record Society of a new volume of the local administration of Peterborough." Church Times. 

Mrs. Ince-Jones writes: "Indeed I do like to have Elizabethan Peterborough, and have already 
been so absorbed in it, that I let my luncheon burn to a cinder." 

VOL. XIX The Wealth of Five Northamptonshire Families, 1540-1640, 
by Mary E. Finch, with a preface by H. J. Habakkuk. (1956). (£1.5.0, £1.10.0.). 

"Dr. Finch's case ,study of these five families (Isham of Lamport, Spencer of Althorp, Tresham 
of Rushton, Fitzwilliam of Milton and Brudenell of Deene) must be regarded as a landmark in the 
writing of English social and economic history ... Dr. Finch's work paves the way for a score of 
brilliant theses and hypotheses. There are five illustrations and five pedigrees." The Book Exchange. 

"Recent investigations of the changes in English society in the century before the Civil War 
have aroused almost as much passion among historians as did the war itself for those involved .. 
. . The controversy continues, generating both heat and light. It gives particular interest to Miss 
Finch's study of the fortunes of these five families. 

Miss Finch's lucid analysis will not settle the controversy ... but The Northamptonshire Record 
Society is to be congratulated on a volume that should arouse the interest of a wider circle of readers 
than its own members." The Economist. I 

"Like most other human activities, the writing of economic history is subject to changes of 
fashion ... A generation ago it was usual to interpret economic history mainly in terms of impersonal 
forces. Today we are busy re-discovering the importance of the individual, and there has been a 
striking revival in the study of local history. These two fashions are united in Dr. Finch's admirable 
work. It is essentially a study in local history ... yet is highly relevant to a major controversy in 
which historians are at present engaged." E. J. Fisher on the Third Programme. (The Listener, Sept., 
5th 1957). 

"Illustrated by five plates, this scholarly and interesting book deserves a place in every 
genealogical library." The Genealogical Quarterly. 
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:-: CHURCHES IN TRUST 

IN many things, no doubt, but in one particu
larly, England is the luckiest of all the countries 
of Europe, and that is in the beauty, interest, 
and number of her ancient churches. Though 
the towns and villages and even the rural land
scape itself have changed out of all recognition 
in the last five or six hundred .years, time which 
has washed so much of the pa~t away has left 
us that miracle. in almost every village, of a 
medieval church, in nearly every case hundreds 
of years older than any other building. North
amptonshire (ecclesiastically the Diocese of 
Peterborough) is very rich in these visible and 
tangible links with the Middle Ages, which, as 
Dr. Hoskins has shown us ' are as much the 
material of the historian as are documentary 
remains to those who will take the trouble to 
learn how to read them. 

These churches have survived many vicissi- . 
tudes-periods of poverty and unrest, of decay 
'and neglect; civil wars, especially in the 17th 
century; changes in religion; and-always going 
on-the natural ravages of weather and time. 
And yet, through the spirit that created them 
in the first place they have survived, but never, 
at any period, without cost, self-sacrifice, and 
hard work. Today many of them stand in grave 
peril. The sad exigencies of war prevented any 
repairs being carried out for several years after 
1939. That fact, coupled with monetary infla
tion and a brand new attitude towards this 
perennial problem makes their future, as the 
late Mr. J. A. Gotch said in 1936 of Fawsley 
and Rushton Halls, "a matter of uneasy specu
lation". The Bishop of Peterborough, however, 
is unwilling that any of our existing churches 

1 The late Professor A. Hamilton Thompson, 
. Visitations of Religious Houses, Lincoln Record 

Society's Publications, Vol. VU, p. 150. 
2 Later Mrs. John Marcon. She was the only 

child of Sir Henry Dryden, Bart. of Canons Ashby. 
She died at Oxford, aged 89, in 1956. 

8 "Austin" is the recognised abbreviation of 
"Augustinian". This Order of Black Canons, com
monly called "monks", was founded in the 11th 

should be lost, and this should fill us with 
hope and encouragement. 

CANONS ASHBY 

On the front cover of this Journal is a 
singularly beautiful photograph-beautiful both 
in subject and execution-of the west front of 
Canons Ashby Church, considered by one well 
qualified to judge as only surpassed among the 
surviving churches of the Augustinian Order 
in England by that of the Priory Church at 
Dunstable.1 . 

Our photograph was taken towards the end 
of the 19th century by Alice Dryden,2 whose 
surname for the last four centuries has been so 
closely linked with Ashby, as she used to call 
it, that we may be apt to forget the Austin 
canons who lived there for another four hun
dred years before the Drydens came upon the 
scene, and who have left nothing but the 
church and their addition to the village name 
behind them.3 

Canons Ashby lies across the road running 
south-west from Northampton to Banbury and 
ten miles distant from the latter place. There 
was a village church here before, in King 
Stephen's reign, the Priory was founded, for 
it was given to the monks by Stephen de Leya, 
the founder, as one of their first endowments, 
probably before 1151.4 Arrived at Ashby, the 
monks started to build their convent by the 
roadside, and also, as an integral part of it, a 
new church to serve not only their own monastic 
purposes; but also to be used in part as .the 

. church of t,he parish. The old church must 
have subsequently been pulled down, left to 

century. Other houses of this Order in the County 
were St. James's Abbey, Northampton, and the 
priories of Chacombe and Fineshade. At Rothwell 
was an Austin nunnery. 

4 G. Baker's History of Northants, U, p. 7. In 
G. Davis, Medieval Cartularies of Great Britain the 
date of the foundation of Canons Ashby Priory is 
given as 1147-51. 
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fall into ruin, or perhaps have been in,corporated 
in the new building . 
. In about 1230 the Bishop of Lincoln-Nor

thamptonshire was in Lincoln diocese until the 
Reformation-gave the tithes of Ashby to the 
Priory and the right and duty of presenting a 
"perpetual vicar" for .the care of the parish, 
for whom the monks were bound to provide a ' 
small stipend, food and drink in the Priory, a 
vicarage outside the gates, a horse, and the 
services of a deacon.5 The parochial services 
were now celebrated, as in some other Austin 
houses, in the nave of the priory churc;h, the 
monks using the chancel. 6 Their new church 
was a large and imposing building, three times 
as long as the present' church which is only the 
western portion of the nave of the original 
building. (This was ascertained in 1828 when 
Sir Henry Dryden excavated the foundations 
of the Priory).7 Additions, alterations and re
pairs were of course Garried out from time to 
time, as in 1304 when the Bishop granted an 
indulgence to all who would subscribe for the 
building and repair of the fabric and bell
tower of the church-the same·tower which is 
illustrated on page 297.8 The western front was 
built early in the 13th century and is a particu
larly fine example of the Early English style of 
architecture. ' 

. In the reign of Henry IV the monks pre
sented the last vicar of Canons Ashby-one 
William Perkyn, who was instituted by the 
Bishop in 1408.9 In 1432 (probably on Perkyn's. 
death) they obtained permission to arrange for 
one of their own number or a secular chaplain 
to be paid by them, to take the parish duty, 
thereby saving the, cost of a vicar's stipend.10 

, In his reply to their petition the ,Bishop wrote 
of "the parish church of Ashby which belongs 
to the foundation of the said monastery", and 
of "the celebration of Mass in the Conventual 
Church when the faithful are p;esent in full 
numbers",11 meaning by this the nave' where 
the parish altar stood". . 

l t was at about this time that, as Dom David 

5 L.R.S. III (Register of Hugh de Welles), p. 204. 
6 L.R.S. VII, p. 231. 
q Baker, op. cit. II, p . .15. 
8 Victoria County History, II, p. 131. 
9 Baker, op. ~it., p. 215. 

10 L.R.S. VII, p. 32. 
11 Ibid., pp. 32-34. 
12 D. Knowles, The Religious Orders of England, II, 

p. 212. He is discussing the episcopal visitations of 

Knowles says, "Canons Ashby was in a bad 
way" .12 Ai a visitation of the Priory by the 
Bishop's Commissary in c.1432 the monks 
were found to be indulging in private feasting 
and games, frequenting , the village inn, evading 
attendance at the services.in the choir, wearing 
"short aild tight doublets with several ties to 
their hose" instead of their -monastic habit, 
and misbehaving themselves in other and more 
serious ways~ To <:;rown all, the Prior, a Cul
worth man, had absconded and wa,s nowhere to 
be found.13 The position of the, Priory on the' 
high road with many travellers passing to and 
fro was no doubt a source of temptation to the 
monks as well as a financial burden. It was an 
old complaint that clerks on their way to study 
at the University of Oxford expected:hospitality 
as well as noblemen with their trains of many 
servants.14 

In 1536 Canons Ashby suffered the fate of 
the 'smaller monastic houses throughout the 
realm and was suppressed: In 1537 Henry VIII 
leased the house and site, the lapds and other 

, possessions of the Priory and also the church, 
belfry, and churchyard (ecclesiam, campanile et 
cimiterium) to Sir Francis Bryan, a great 
favourite of the King who , had sent him to 
Rome in 1528 to try to persuade the Pope to 
agree to his divorce.15 It was Henry's genera 
policy to destroy as "red\lndant" the main 
conventual buildings and monastic churches of 
suppressed houses, and a clause to the effect 
that in making over Ashby church to Bryan, 
the King reserved such parts of it as he should 
decide to pull down is included in the grant: 
In the case of Ashby this would have meant 
the chancel, chapter house and cloisters and 
probably the eastern portion of the nave, only 
sparing that part which was used as the parish 
church, and the. priory house wherein the 
monks' dwelt. The latter was made into two 
farm houses in the 17th century, and was finally 
pulled down by the Drydens in 1710.16 

Bryan only held Ashby for just over a year. 
In 1538 John Cope was in possession of the 

1432 and 1442. In 1442 the Prior asked the Bishop 
to bridle the vehemen~ importunity of the young 
canons who crave to study at Oxford. (L.R.S. XIV, 
p.44). 

13 L.R.S. VII, pp. 32-34. 
14 V.C.H. II, p. 131. 
1,5 Letters Patent, 7 Oct. 1537-(P.R.O./C.66/674). 
16 Baker,op. cit., 11, p. 13. . 
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priory and manor.17 In 1551 he acquired the 
church by purchase from the Crown,18 and 
this eventually passed with the rest of the 
property to the Di'ydens.19 Between 1703 and 
1717 Edward Dryd~n repaired the building at 
his own expense, "putting in new seats, pulpit 
and altar-piece".2o At that date it was called a 
chapel; but though the fabric was clearly 
claimed as private property and has been main
tained by successive Dryden lords of the manor 
as such, they also appointing and. paying the 
successive chaplains who officiated therein, it 
remained in other respects the parish church, 
and the baptisms, marriages and burials of the 
parishioners-now very few in number-were 
duly entered into the parish register which was 
kept at Canons Ashby House.21 Regular Sunday 
services were continued by the ' Dryden family 
until about twenty years ago,22 though Sir 
Henry Dryden in a letter of 8th June, 1854, 
informed the diocesan authorities at Peter
borough that "there is no endowment attached 
to Canons Ashby Church, and no churchwarden 
and that he is not obliged to have duty in it". 23 
His mother, wife of the Rev. Sir Henry Diyden, 
according to an old family story recently found 
in .a letter from Alice Dryden to her cousin 
Major Mundy, when told ,that the Archdeacon 
had com~ to see the church, said : " 'Tell Mr. 
, Archdeacon , the way to the ~hurch is through 
the horse-pond in front of it'. Thus she 
emphasised her personal ownership". 

Inside the church are five fine hatchments of 
members of the Dryden family, and on the 
south wall hangs a remarkable set of heraldic 
objects, consisting of a coa~ of ar!Jls (a real 
coat), a small heraldic banner (its fellow has 
perished), a helmet surmounted by the Dryden 
crest, and below, a pair of gauntlets. 

Of the sixteen monastic houses formerly 
existing in Northamptonshire, the churches of 
only two have wholly .or partially survived. 
One is the Benedictine Abbey of Peterborough, 
appointed by Henry VIII as the Cathedral of . 
the newly created See of Peterborough in 1541; 
the other; over 50 miles away, 'is the remnant 

17 Letters Patent, 28 Nov. 1538. (P.R.O. /C.66/683) . 
. . 18 Letters Patent, 3 Mar. 4 Edw. VI (P.R.O./ 

C.66/834). 
19 See Baker, op. cit., pp. 7-17, for a detailed account 

of Canons Ashby. 
20 Bridges' Northants, I, p. 228. 
21 The parish register has now been deposited by 

the Bishop of Peterborough with the other diocesan 
records at Delapre Abbey. 

of the Priory of A,ustin canons which we know 
as Canons ' Ashby church. 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH ON BOUGHTON GREEN' 

A village may decay and. disappear and leave 
its church standing by itself in the fields. On 
the famous village green of Boughton, near 
Northampton, th~re was once a very fine 
church dedicated to St. John' the Baptist, which 
is illustrated in Baker's history of the County 
(Vol. IV, p. 80). John Bridges, writing about 
240 years ago, tells us that it was then already 
in rui~s. The village had moved nearly a mile 
away from the' green and is served by another 
church. In 1951 the Bishop of Peterborough 
(Dr. Leeson) held a service at the ruins of St. 
John's which had been tidied up.and cleaned by 
devout parishioners. Though little is now left 
one is grateful that this ancient shrine of wor
ship did not fall a victim to the demolishers. 

FAXTON 

This unfortunately cannot be said of that 
charming little church of simple and unpre
tentious design, which for many centuries 
served the hamlet of Faxton in a remote position 
about two miles to the north-east of Lamport. 
It had the unusual dedication to St. Denis. 
Though mainly of the -Early English period 
(13th century) this church contained within 
itself examples of every period of medieval 
church architecture from its 12th century font 
to the 15th century clere-story. On its Walls 
were two exceptionally fine mural monuments 
of the 17th century, and in 1953 when -its fate 
was hanging in the IJalance some interesting 
early wall-paintings were discovered. Services 
were held monthly until 1939, but in the last 
25 years the alms-houses and the one or . two 
remaining cottages which stood near were 
p~led down. The hamlet had disappeared. It 
was, however, hoped that the church, which 
had been scheduled as an ancient monument, 
would have been saved, but when the lead was 
~tripped off the roof and sold ~ its' fate was 

(Continued on page 301 ) 

22 In 1655 the inhabitants of Canons Ashby certified 
to the Parliamentary Commi.ssioners "that the min
isters there have had a sufficient maintenance yearly 
paid them by the ancestors of Sir John Dryden and 
Michae1 Cope. They added th,at the then minister 
had £50 a year and his diet from Sir John prydeil. 
(Lambeth MSS., vol. 20, quoted by Baker, n, p. 15). 

23 Diocesan Misc. document, No . . 17). 
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CANONS ASHBY CHURCH FROM THE SOUTH-WEST 

(From a block kindly lent by British Timken Division of the Timken Roller Bearing Company, Duston, Northampton) 



298 
I: THE DESTRUCTION 

STAGE ONE 

STAGE Two 

The Jacobean altar rails have been knocked down 



OF FAXTON CHURCH 

STAGE ONE 

Looking west from the chancel, shewing 13th century nave 
arcade and chancel arch, carved capitals to the pillars, and 

also the monuments 

STAGE THREE 

The roof is off; and even the goat turns his head away 

299 

.f. 
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Photo by Alice Dryden 
CANONS ASHBY HOUSE 

THE MONKS' WELL AT CANONS ASHBY 

By courtesy of British Timken Division of the Timken Roller Bearing Company, Duston, Northampton 



CHURCHES IN TRUST 301 

(Continued/Tom page 296) 

sealed. Even then the Bishop was most anxious 
for its preservation as an organised ruin where 
a service might be held once a year, but in the 
interregnum which followed his untimely death 
nothing was done. 

For seven long years visits by officials of 
the diocese, the Ministry of Works and the 
Society for the Protection of Ancient Build
ings, reports and meetings, the protests and 
exhortations of two local societies had resulted 
in nothing but a huge pile of correspondence 
and a devastating waste of time, though a 
tactfully-worded notice board might have at 
least protected the church. It then became the 
prey of hooligans from towns at a distance, 
and in 1958 at the request of the ecclesiastical 
authorities was demolished as a dangerous 
structure, the mural monuments being smashed 

" to pieces in the process. The end of Faxton 
church, which is illustrated in this issue, will 
be repeated elsewhere unless determined steps 
on a national level are taken to prevent it. 

FURTHO 

One more example of this kind is the church 
at Furtho, which stands in the fields between 
Potterspury and Cos grove, with a medieval 
<J.ove-cote older than the church, a few yards 
away. Beyond these the modern farm--:repre
senting the ancient manor-house-and a couple 
of brick cottages are all that is now left of the 
former village. Twenty to thirty years ago-thi~ 
little church drew a Sunday evening congrega
tion from surrounding villages-then it was 
closed for divine service and its doom sealed. 
A stick of bombs fell close to it in 1942 but only 
smashed the windows, and for the rest of the 
war it gave valuable secular service as a store
house for books and all the accumulated .notes 
for future volumes of the Victoria County 
Histories sent down for safety from London, 
which completely filled the nave, the rent paid 
being used in part to mend the roof and make 
the building weather-proof. 

These churches which have survived the 
villages they served are admittedly, for the 
ecclesiasti9al authorities, a difficult problem 
which we understand is now under considera
tion in high quarters. We would emphasise that 
apart from their undoubted historical value--.. 
infinitely more valuable than dry text-books in 
bringing vividly to the minds of children the 
ages of the first Christian missions, the Norman 

Copquest, the Black· Death, the Reformation 
the Civil Wars and the rest,-they are in them
selves products of native art anq. craftsmanship 
within everybody's reach, and often contain 
memorials and tombs of great beauty and 
importance as works of art. These churches 
have been for centuries objects of local affection 
and pride. It may be we cannot afford to keep 
them, but by a nation which lays any claim to 
civilisation and cultUre they are not lightly to 
be thrown away. . 

. ALDWINCKLE ALL SAINTS 

Aldwinckle, near . Thrapston, in the N ene 
valley is the fortunate possessor of two noble 
churches, each of which has been considered 
worthy of a full page illustration in ~he Victoria 
County History (Vol. Ill, pp. 166 and 172). 
All Saints has stood for seven . centuries, St. 
Peter's for eight, and though the population of 
the village has probably never exceeded 200 or 
300, both were kept in good repair and regularly 
used for worship as a matter of course until 
after the union of the two parishes in 1885. 
The structure of All Saints is generally sound, 
bu~ from a recent report the wet is coming in 
through more than one place in the roof, the 
furniture has been removed and the building 
generally is in a sadly neglected state. The 
dignity and fine proportions of this church, 
the lovely tracery of the windows, the inter
esting sculptures of animals, the splendid tower 
with crocketed pinnacles, combine to make it 
a work of art which for its . architectural value 
alone we cannot afford to lose. But it has 
another claim to distinction. John Dryden, the 
poet, was born at All Saints Rectory and 
christened in this church. His grandfather, 
Henry Pickering, was rector here. Only seven 
years ago the late Major Dryden Mundy res
tore~ the tower at his own costs and charges, 
and has left a further bequest of £100 towards 
the repair of the main fabric. It is to be hoped 
that serious consideration will now be given to 
the preservation of this church, but, extra
ordinary to relate, its fate still hangs pre
cariously in the balance. 

CRANFORD ST. ANDREW'S 

At Cranford, near Kett.ering, are two beautiful 
churches, the smaller "of which (St~ Andrew's) 
it has recently been the fashion in some 
quarters to regard as '~redundant". Cranford is 
growing in population and we venture to think 
that when church-going habits have been re-
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covered, every seat in both churches and more 
will be needed. It is most encouraging news 
that the good people of the village, led by the 
Squire, the present ~ector, and Miss Wilson
MacQueen' are now ' making heroic efforts to 
raise funds to put St. Andrew's in repair. It 
has a nave arcade of the 12th century and some 
large and finely sculptured heads of kings 
and bishops supporting the corbels of the roof 
timbers, and is much too good a specimen of 
medieval building to be lost without' a great 
struggle, which we, are sure will succeed, as 
similar efforts have in scores of smaller 
villages. 

, Cranford is not alone in its efforts. Arrange
ments we are glad to say are in hand for the 
continued care and preservation - of Canons 
Ashby church. Many other parishes have most 
willingly shouldered the burden, and splendid 
results are'being attained .. Mter all, Englishmen 
are generous and open-handed; the County, the 
Diocese, and the villages are proud of their 
churches, and we are living in the most gener
ally prosperous era of our history. Last year 
the sum of £86,000 was raised in Peterb~rough 
Diocese for church restoration and repair, and 
this is a matter for great 'encouragement. But 
even so churches in parishes with tiny popula
tions such as Fawsley with its magnificent 
Knightley tombs; and Cold Ashby (recently, 
alas! closed for worship), as well as the fragment 
of All Saints at Barnwell-well worth a visit for 
its wonderful series of Montagu monuments
and, alas! others, are matter for great anxiety. , 

As suggested earlier in this article, the repair 
and maintenance of our parish churches is no 
new problem. It has always been a burden and 
always will be a burden on the laity. But 
hitherto, with very few exceptions, the problem 

. of raising the money has been solved through 
the centuries with a good will and as a matter 
of common duty by one or more of the following 
methods: (1) direct gifts (the best and simplest 
way), often encouraged before the Reformation 
as at Canons Ashby by the grant of indulgences 
by ~e bishops; (2) bequests; ·(3)-again, in 
pre-Reformation times-by village -festivities 
known as "church ales", for just as the Non-

,'conformist churches of the 19th. century were 
largely floated and kept afloat on oceans of tea, 
so the national drink of beer has played a large 
part in the ~istory of church maintenance; 

(4) bazaars, ' sales of work, and garden fetes in 
-our own day. 24 

And how well worth while an intensive study 
-county by county-of our medieval churches 
would be! It is almost incredible that it has not 
yet been undertaken. By it would be brought 
to light, in their relation to the general historical 
process, the local developments of style, the 
activity of church builders from century to 
century, the work and influence of individual 
craftsmen, while the help of our many skilled 
photographers would reveal undreamt of -or 
at least most strangely ignored-beauties of 
carving and sculpture, yes, and marvellous 
series of grotesques as well~wherein our 
ancestors gave play to their imagination and 
sense of humour, as well as to inspiration on 
the highest level. 

The great danger, as it seems to the present 
writer, is the economic spirit which has lately · 
so pervaded the national life that the approach 
to even the most unlikely subjects has been con
taminated, and the imponderable values ' con
sequently ignored. This encourages a hard
headed, practical. "business" outlook, with neat 
arithmetical financial calculations-of this type: 
"So many church-goers, so many seats at a 
cost of £x per seat per parishioner per annum 
for maintenance. Away with the rest-they are 
redundant!". This is not the spirit which has 
kept the four churches at , Cranford and Ald
winckle standing until 1960, or which inspired 
the . medieval craftsmen to place their most 
beautiful sculptures in the deep shadows of the 
roof of Westminster Abbey invisible to mortal 
eyes, but rather that of the men who asked: 
"To what purpose is this waste?" 

. If-economics must beinvoked, there is far 
more money coming into any parish today of 
400 or 500 inhabitants or over in· wages alone, 
(allowing for inflation). than used to come into 
the pockets of any but a few of the very richest 
and largest landowners. That Northamptonshire 
folk will refuse to respond, if given a lead in 
the right direction, we refuse to believe and it . 
is easier to raise £1,000 in 1960 thap. it was to 
raise £200 forty-five years ago. It is a fallacy 
to suppose that the squires alone have kept up 
the churches. They have done their part, of 
course, but the effort has been a communal one 
in which all, even those of other denominations, 
have willingly shared. Moreover, there has al-

24 See Philanthropy in England, 1480-1660 by W. K. Jordan, for the amounts contributed to church main
tenance and repairs. 
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ways been a large proportion of squireless vil
lages whose medieval churches are witness to 
this truth today~ 

We understand there is now a Committee in 
London considering the fate of "Redundant 
Churches". As soon should we dare to call the 
plays of Shakespeare, the symphonies of Beet
hoven or Mozart, or the Passion Music of Bach 
redundant. But on practical considerations 
alone even the remote churches may be needed 
again for worship. After all, on Sunday even
ings folk think nothing of driving ten or twenty 
miles to their favourite public-house. But 
surely, in the main, these churches, hallowed 
by the worship of God on the same spot if not 
in the identical building for a thousand years, 
are a sacred trust which has been handed on to 
us, from generation to generation, from century 
to century, a trust which without a truly 
tragical drop in our standard of living25 we can-
not dishonour. • 

"Where there'~ a will there's a way". In a 
County and Diocese which can boast of such a 
world-famous series as "the Churches of the 
Nene Valley" the will can hardly be lacking. 
To those who believe, as we have been taught, 
that the attributes 'of Almighty God are Good
ness, Beauty, and Truth, the words of Dom 
David Knowles, Regius Professor of History in 
the University of Cambridge, writing in his 
recently published book of "the great but 
imponderable loss in things of beauty devotect 
or at least erected, to the glory of God", "the" 
destruction of things fair and precious" four 
centuries ago, seem painfully apposite today: 

25 And by this we mean living and not cars and 
television sets, beer and skittles. 

"The country and its Church were deprived in 
the space of two or three years of a multitude 
of monuments of architectural beauty . . . The 
loss to what may be called the aesthetic capital 
of the land was very great ... History, which 
tells of the slow rise of civilised peoples, and 
of many fortunate epochs in which things of 
beauty were created in profusion, has also a 
melancholy record of the wholesale destruction 
of the beautiful works of man, all too rare in 
any age".26 

Let us beware lest we fall under the same 
condemnation. 

To get down to ways and means, may we 
respectfully suggest the following procedure? 
If a church needs repair the first thing to do is 
to write to the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings, 55 Great Ormond Street, 
W.C.I, and ask for an architect's report by this 
Society which has over 80 years' experience 
behind it. With the report will be supplied an ' 
estimate of the approximate cost of repairs. 
The nex·t step is to set · to work to raise the 
money within a limited time, which is most 
important. To let an appeal drag on indefinitely 
is the greatest mistake. Lastly, when the money 
is in hand tenders can be invited and the work 
begun. 

A great effort could put every church in the 
diocese in repair within the next five years, 
and then, if the gutters, downpipes and roofs 
are looked after, they will stand for thirty or 
forty years or more with only a very small sum 
annually required for maintenance. As Bacon 
said: "It is a reverend thing to see a castle or 
building not in decay". 

JOAN WAKE. 

26 David Knowles, The Religious Orders in England, 
Vol. Ill, pp. 387,388. 

* * * * * * * .* 

For the Tooth Ache 

A pinch of flour, pinch of pepper made into a past with a Httle brandy & put into the 
Bole of the Ear & lay down on that side for a quarter of an hour is often of service for 
the tooth-ach. 

To "snuff up" Rum is another receipt for the tooth-Ach. 
(de Capell Brooke MSS.) . 



304 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 
I: 

Delapre Day. Extracts from Speeches 

to. 

The Earl of Euston, Deputy-Chairman of the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings, said: 

"1 do not often find that I have to speak at so distinguished a gathering as today's, and I 
am quite particularly pleased to be here for a large variety of reasons. 

The first one I suppose is my family's long connection with Northamptonshire and also 
incidentally with the Wake family. My second is that of being Deputy Chairman of the 
Society for the Preservation of Ancient Buildings, which has fought this battle for the 
preservation of Dehlpre Abbey since 1953, and it is one of the architect Members of the 
Committee, Mr. David Nye, who made the original Report on the building, estimating what 
it would cost to repair it, and it is to him and to the builders, Messrs. Simcock and Usher, 
that we owe the splendid state of preservation you see it in today. I think they have carried 
out an extremely skilful job .... 

It has been a very exdting experience in the Society's Headquarters in London, -having 
prepared the Report on the buildi~g and backed Miss Wake's appeal, to sit in the Office 
receiving a series of stop-press messages from the front almost weekly, saying how the 
campaign was going. The sense of urgency which was brought to the whole campaign has 
been something I certainly have never experienced before. 

While I am mentioning the Minister of Works' grant to this building I would just like to 
remind the audience here today that Delapre is only one of a good many buildings in North
amptonshire which have received grants over the last five or six years, such as Stoke Park, 
Rushton Hall, the Ladies' Club in Northampton, Brackley Town Hall, and others, and I do 
not think the HistQric Buildings Council really can be accused of neglecting Northampton-

. shire. . 

To turn to Delapre Abbey, it does seem to me that it is a link with 800 years of the history 
of Northampton itself. It was for 400 years a medieval nunnery, and was bought after the 
Dissolution by the Tate family, and they started altering it soon after the Dissolution, so 
that Tudor parts still remain. They made important additions in about 1630, and built the 
Georgian wing, and then sold the house in the 18th century to the Bouverie family, who, in 
the course of time, put on Victorian additions, and so it remained in their possession right 
up till 1946 when it was sold to Northampton Corporation. 

When I was first told of the problem of Delapre and the threat to it, I am bound to say it 
always seemed to me that it ought to be comparatively simple to find a solution for two 
reasons; one was that'the house was not in a very bad condition, .and the second was that it 
was so very near to the town. I do feel that the present outcome has been quite a particularly 
satisfactory one, to have saved an interesting house su~h as Delapre for such an excellent 
purpose as the Record Office, and I would like to congratulate Miss Wake and her Committee 
and both the Borough and the two County Councils for their co-operation in this very happy 
solution. ' 

I would like to finish by one plea, which is that the fate of the stables and orangery should 
be considered before they are written off. It seems to me, and I hope you will agree as you 
walk round today, that the house, the stables, and the park do form parts of a very complete 
whole, and I do very much hope that it will be found possible to preserve these two other 
buildings as well. I think that this is really a great day for Northampton, and I would like to 
wish the Record Office a very happy future in its new home". 



305 

NORTHAMPTON RE-VINDICATED 

MORE LIGHT ON WHY THE MAIN LINE MISSED THE TOWN 

(This article is illustrated by a plan. on page 309) . 

THIRTY years ago, Miss J oan Wake, in collect
ing information for the · editor of the third 
volume of the Victoria History of North
amptonshire, became convinced that the well
known story about the Borough of North
ampton driving away the main line of the 
London and Birmingham Railway was, in fact, 
apocrypha!.1 She subsequently published her 
detailed findings in 1935 under the title 
Northampton Vindicated: or Why the Main 
Line missed the Town. . 

It might be deemed superfluous for anybody 
t6 consider re-opening this controversy; never
theless the writer pleads threefold extenuation. 
Firstly, Miss Wake was refused access to the 
minute books of the London and Birmingham 
Railway, and was forced to rely on extracts 
sent to her by officials at Euston. All surviving 
records are now available for inspection at the 
archives office of the British Transport Com-: 
mission. Secondly, a letter written in 1857 by 
Robert Stephenson, the railway engineer, is 11 

worth consideration in the light of an attempt 
by a Mayor of Northampton to sq~ash the 
legend. Thirdly, notwithstanding Northampton 
Vindicated, the ancient lie, like John Brown's 
soul, still goes marching on; repeated, for 
example, in 1951 by no less a person than the 
then Chief rublicity Officer of the British 
Transport Commission.2 

There · is no easy or obvious route for a 
railway between Lo~don and Birmingham; 
any line must first cross the Chiltern Hills, 
and then negotiate the long, well-furrowed 

1 See V.C.H. Northants, Vol. III (1930), p. 1. 
2 Christian Barman, Early British Railways, 1951, 

p. 19. See also C. Gill (Emeritus Professor of History, 
University of Hull), History of Birmingham, Vol. I 
(1952), p. 285. 
. 3 Northampton Mercury, 7th January, 1837. Giles 

was addressing a meeting in Northampton regarding 
a projected railway from Northampton to Leicester. 
It may also be noticed that Thomas Roscoe in his 
London and Birmingham Railway, (p. 90) (undated 

ridge of high ground formed by the running 
together of the Oxfordshire Cotswolds and the 
Northamptonshire uplands. In the summer of 
1830, Sir John Rennie advised a group of 
railway promoters to proceed via Oxford and 
Banbury. Another engineer, Francis Giles, 
then proposed another route, · this time via 
Coventry. The eminent George Stephenson, 
to whom these alternatives were referred, 
decided in favour of Giles, and the Coventry 
route was adopted in principle by the London 
and Birmingham Railway Company which was 
formed in September, 1830. Giles, however, 
was not employed to make thy detailed surveys 
and pilot the scheme through Parliament; 
instead the appointment was given to George 
Stephenson and his son Robert as joint engin
eers-in-chief. In the event it was Robert who 
did all the practical work, relying on the advice 
of his father when necessary. 

Official documentary confirmation is lacking, 
but according to Giles's own testimony, as 
reported in the Northampton Mercury,3 the 
original Coventry route was planned to run 
through Northampton. If so, Robert Stephen
son soon decided otherwise, for on the 23rd 
October, 1830, he presented a report to the 
Company in which he recommended by-pass
ing Northampton on the west by about four 
and a half miles.4 Undoubtedly he was being 
guided by his cardinal rule in laying out a 
railway: "To select a line on which the differ
ence between the highest and the lowest levels 
is the best [i.e. least] which the character of 

but published in' 1839 according to the English 
Catalogue), remarks that "Mr. Stephenson" (George 
not Robert, who is always "Mr. R.") originally 
intended to take the line through the town, and the 
Northampton Mercury (5th October, 1830) reported 
that they understood that Northampton had been 
recommended as the central point on the railroad 
"by someone in a high quarter". 

4 Minutes of London & Birmingham Railway Co., 
1/27, 23rd October, 1830. 

I 
: I 
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the country will admit of".5 Northampton lies avoiding Kilsby, but with no result. Regarding 
in the valley ofthe River Nene; had Stephenson Blisworth, he was quite definite: the Company 
carried the London and Birmingham line could only expect "a change of difficulties as 
thr<?ugh the town hq.:would have increased the a result of an attempt to carry the lip.e more 
difference in levels on the Northamptonshire to the eastwards" (i.e. nearer to Northampton).9 
section by about eighty feet, thus placing an. Next it was the turn of the Chief Engineer 
additiop.al strain on the puny, unreliable to grapple with these problems. On 2nd 
locomotives available at that time-a fact September, 1831, the Chairman reported to 
recognised by one of the speakers at a pro- his colleagues that "Mr. 'R.. Stephenson having 
railway meeting held in Northampton on the represented that it was possible that a line 
2nd November, 18306• Stephenson may also might be found more to the east of Fep.ny 
have had a second reason for revising Giles's Stratford and nearer to Northampton than the 
route. Another of his railway-building maxims present line, [which] would be clear of map.y 
was "to avoid parks and pleasure grounds of the serious obstacles which oppose them
where possible";7 any railway going to Birm- selves to a railway through Northamptonshire", 
ingham from Northampton was bound to pass permission haq been given for a re-survey, 
within a mile of Althorp, l?ome of Lord but Stephenson was , now "convinced of the 
Spencer, a powerful nobleman whose opposi- impracticability of laying down a line in that 
tion might have been serious when cop.sider- direction with any advantage" .10 Stephep.son 
ation of the line came before Parliament.8 himself confirmed this opinion in a written 

The hostility of most of the larger lap.d- report which he submitted to the directors at 
owners to the London and Birmingham Rail- their next meetip.g: "We have examip.ed other 
way is well known, and the details, amply districts of country by several lines of levels, 
chronicled for Northamptonshire by Miss with a hope that some of the expensive works 
Wake, need not be repeated. Sufficient to say on the present line might be obviated such as 
that by the spring of 1831 the' Company was are occasioned by the high tracts of country 
prepared to abandon whole sections of the at Ivinghoe (Bucks), Blisworth and Kilsby, 
Giles-Stephenson route if acceptable alterna- but the result has been that the line upon 
tives coufd be found. ,The directors were also which we report [substantially his original one] 
uneasy about some of the physical obstacles is the best between London and Birmingham, 
on the way, notably the ridges of high ground keeping ip. mind economy ip. the execution; 
at Blisworth and Kilsby. Richard Creed, the favourable levels for the operation of locomo
secretary, spent several weeks in the saddle tive engines; and ultimate economy in the 
making a rough survey in the hope of finding conveyance of passengers and heavy goods".l1 
something better. One of his suggestions was Nothing could be more definite. 
for a line which would begin at the West India After a long and expensive battle against a 
Docks in London, run northward through multitude of opponents, the London and 
Baldock and Bedford, then swing to the west Birmingham Railway Company succeeded in 
and after passing through Northampton join 1833 in obtaining the Act of Parliament 

, the original route to the east of Rugby. Mother authorismg it to build the line, substantially 
of his projected routes proceeds via Fenny / along the original Stephep.son route of 1830. 
Stratford and Newport Pagnell, then circles Regular train services began in 1838. Neither 
Northampton on the east and north by about in the loCal press, nor in the minute books of 
two miles. Creed also examined the country to the Company, is there the slightest evidence 
the west of Daventry, obviously, in the hope of that Nortlulmpton was by-passed because the 

5 L. & B. Minutes, 1/1, 28th October, 1831. 
6 Northampton Mercury, 6th November, 1830. 
7 L. & B. Minutes, 1/1, 28th October, 1831. 

, 8 So far as their outlying estates were concerned, 
the Spencers were among the small minority of 
landlords immediately favourable to the railway (e.g. 
L. & B. Minutes, 1/27, letter from Captain Moorsom 
28th January, 1831). But a line projected so near to 
'Althorp in 1830 would have been tempting Provi-
dence! -

9 L. & B. Minutes, 1/1 and 1/26 for the Creed 

survey, also Prospectus 1/1, a map on which several 
of the suggested routes have been marked. North
ampton Vindicated, p. 14, footnote, states that" •.. 
the Company's Minutes say distinctly that the line 
left Northampton many miles to the west". The 
wording in L. & B. Minutes, 1/26 is " ... line leaving 
Northampton to the west, passing Bedford. ' .. ". 
Prospectus 1/1 confirms that it passed through Nor
thampton. 

10 L. & B. Minutes, 1/1, 2nd September, 1831. 
11 Ibid. 1/1, 28th October, 1831. 
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inhabitants were adverse. The imputed oppo,.. 
sition of the Corporation ~urns out, on closer 
examination, to be no more than cautious 
reaction in 1830 to advanced notice of the 
line passing over a . municipal · estate at Bug": 
brooke, five miles away. 12 

The Northampton legend was soon born. 
In April, 1838 the Northampton Herald hinted 
that the failure of the London and Birmingham 
Company to provide an adequate station at 
Blisworth was a "punishment" on the town 
for opposing the line in the first place.13 Next 
year the alleged stupidity of Northampton was 
pilloried in Thomas Roscoe's London and 
Birmingham Railway, and thus broadcast to 
the world. Stokers and Pokers by Sir Frands 
Read, a semi-official account of the London 
and North Western Railway published in 1849, 
carried the story to its logical conclusion: but 
for the opposition of Northampton, the Kilsby 
Tunnel would have .been unnecessary.14 In 
1857 this statement was repeated by Samuel 
Smiles in his biography of George Stephenson. 

Not everybody in Northampton was pre
pared to agree that the town had originally 
been hostile to the railway. At a meeting at 
Bedford in 1840, one of tile speakers ventured 
to assert "that the inhabitants of Northampton 
opposed the rail-road to the utmost, and had 
done but one thing since then which was to -
repent". The next issue of the Bedford Mercury 
carried a letter from "A Tradesman of North
ampton" who challenged him to prove it.15 
Even more vigorous was the reaction of Mr. 
William Riggins, Mayor of Northampton in 
1857, to the Life of George Stephenson. Re 
wrote a short but dignified protest to The Times, 
and to clinch his case, quoted a pro-railway 
resolution passed by a meeting of Northampton 
inhabitants in 1830.16 Ris letter appeared in 
the issue of the 23rd September, and was re
printed in the local press. 

One of the readers of Mr. Riggins's counter
blast was Samuel Smiles himself. Obviously 

12 Northampton Vindicated, p. 12. 
13 Northampton Herald, 7th April, 1838. Nicknamed 

"The Lying Herald" and engaged in a spiteful anti
London and Birmingham campaign at the time. The 
origins of the legend are obscure. 

14 The Londdn and Birmingham had been merged 
into the London and North Western in 1846. Head, 
who prints nearly fifty pages of the Company's rules 
and regulations, acknowledges in the preface that "on 

perplexed, he immediately wrote to Robert 
Stephenson for an account of what had really 
happened. Stephenson replied on the 30th 
and this is what he told( Smiles: 

"It may be quite true what the Mayor of 
Northampton says, but it certainly does not 
convey the whole truth. Meetings were held in 
alniost every town on the line, both for and 
against the railway, but Northampton dis
tinguished itself by being rather more furious 
than other places in opposition to railways, and 
begged that the line might be kept away from 
them [sic]. It is true that the low level of 
Northampton presented a very great objection 
to the line approaching it nearer than it does; 
but I had a strong leaning for that direction, 
because it would have admitted of the line 
approaching the Kilsby Ridge up the Althorp 
valley in a favourable manner. I was anxious to 
go in that direction, for another reason, viz., 
that the line would have reached a point better 
calculated than Rugby for commanding the 
midland and northern counties ... "17 

The effrontery of this explanation is breath
taking. In the light of Northampton Vindicated 
the assertion that the opposition from North
ampton was "more furious" than elsewhere 
may be ignored. But that Stephenson would 
have preferred a route up t~e Althorp valley 
is not confirmed by a single entry from the 
London and ' Birmingham Railway's minute 
books; indeed, if it be accepted that the 
original route suggested by Giles ran through 
Northamp~on, then it is certain that Stephenson 
shifted the line away from the town. Nor did 
he show any prejudice against Rugby in his 
report of the 23rd October, 1830, which was 
presented to the Company two months before 
the first protest . meeting of the Northampton
shire landowners. Moreover, a line up the 
Althorp valley, unless diverted on to high 
ground, would have merely rejoined the 
Stephenson line of 1830, ' two miles south of 
the Kilsby Tunnel. (The Northampton loop, 
built in the seventies when locomotives were 
very much more powerful, makes an almost 
right-angled turn at Long Buckby to avoid 
doing so). With his horror of all but the most 
moderate gradients, Stephenson cannot even 
have dreamed of crossing the Northampton-

application to the Secretary" he had been "favoured 
with the slight authorities we required". 

15 Bedford Mercury, 25th July and 1st August, 
1840. I owe these references to Mr. Geoffrey Webb 
of Bedford . . 

16 The . resolution is given in Northampton Vindi
cated, pp. 6, 7. 

17 Samuel Smiles, Lives of the Engineers, Vol. Ill, 
p.304. 
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shire uplands, a formidable land barrier, any
where much to the east of Kilsby, the narrowest 

-point in the whole range. And had he attempted 
to by-pass Rugby by more than two or three 
miles to the north, 'the line would have im
pinged on the spurs of high ground which 
flank the River Swift. 

Samuel Smi1~s was satisfied with Stephen
son's reply; after all, he would not have seen 
the minute books, and it probably never 
~ccurred to him to consult the Northampton 
Mercury of 1830 (0+ a map!). In 1862, three 
years after the death of Robert, Smiles pub
lished the letter as a footnote to his account 
of the two Stephensons in his famous Lives of 
the Engineers. Two years later, the standard 
biography of Robert Stephenson by J. C. 
J eaffreson was issued. This work also pro
claims that it was the opposition of Northamp
ton to the railway which forced the building 
of the Kilsby Tunnel. 

Did Stephenson have a motive for his pre
varicating reply to Smiles? In the opinion of 
the writer he did. The boring of the Kilsby 
Tunnel has always been treated as one of the 
epics of the heroic age of railway construction: 
the unexpected quicksand, the sudden flood, 
the pumps working day and night (according 
to Smiles · they remov~d enough water to fill 
the Thames at high tide between London and 
Woolwich), the miserable death of the original 
contractor, above all the courage and resource
fulness of the two Stephensons. In fact, the 
initial failure to discover the quicksand was a 
terrible miscalculation Which might have bank
rupted a smaller company than the .. London 
and Birmingham, and blasted the professional 
reputation of . a lesser engineer than Robert 

Stephenson. Ultimately all was well, but only 
at a cost of £291,030 instead of the contract 
price of , £98,988.18 Yet Kilsby must always 
have remained a distasteful memory for 
Stephenson: what better excuse could he have 
had -than the convenient story that North
ampton, by its pig-headed conservatism, forced 
the building of the tunnel? That such a sus
picion is not entirely original is proved by a 
letter which appeared in the Northampton 
Mercury in 1859, signed . Senex,although the 
anonymous writer accuses the Railway Com
pany instead of Stephenson. "It is· quite . true 
the Company were free agents to take their 
line where they pleased, but I contend they 
were not at liberty, after committing the 
atrocious . blunder of choosing the Kilsby 
Tunnel and the Roade [i.e. Blisworth] Cut
ting, both in their public and private capacities 
as directors and men of business, to lay the 
blame on the people of Northampton. It is, I 
believe, a conceded point now that Northamp
ton as a town; through its Corporation and 
Chief Magistrate, petitioned in favour of the 
line, and that the only opposition was from a 
few coach proprietors and hotel keepers, whose 
interests were in another direction .... ".19 

The irony of the Northampton legend is that · 
it was Mayor Higgins's attempt to ' tell the 
truth which gave Robert Stephenson the 
opportunity of endorsing· what did not happen 
with all the authority of his name. Had 
Stephenson stuck to hard facts in his reply to 
Sriilles, probably the legend would have died 
a natural death on the publication of the Lives 
of the Engineers. Magna est veritas-but except 
in the longest run it does not always prevail. 

VICTOR A. HATLEY. 

- NOTE 

Since the setting up of this article, the writer has noticed two further references . to the 
"Northampton legend", both in books · published in 1959. Mr. Christopher Savage, Lecturer in 
Political Economy in the University of St. Andrews, writes: "The refusal of Northampton to 
permit the London and Birmingham to pass through it ... [is] well known". {An Economic History 
of Transport, p.43). According to Mr. Ernest Carter " ... the opposition of Northampton, which 

18 Thos. Roscoe. The London & Birmingham Rail
way, table at end of boo~. 

19 Northampton Mercury, 15th October, 1859. Much 
dissatisfaction had recently been expressed in North
ampton with the service provided by the L.N.W.R. 
and it may be presumed that the Company used the 
"legend" in self-defence. 

The 1830 resolution in favour of the railway · 
passing through Northampton was carried by a 
public meeting of the inhabitants with . the Mayor 
as chairman. In view of Senex's accusation, it will 
be remembered that Northampton was first blamed 
for the Kilsby Tunnel in · Stokers and Pokers. 
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the town afterwards whole-heartedly repented, was the cause of much industrial difficulty and 
expenditure, for it involved the con!?truction of the mile-and-a-half-long Kilsby Tunnel on the 
London and Birmingham main line". (An Historical Geography of the Railways of the British 
Isles,p.82). ' V.A.H. 

\ 

• 

REVIEW 

WITH his book Northamptonshire Cricket-A History, Mr. J. D. Coldham has filled a long 
felt want. He takes us from the early days of Northamptonshire cricket to the formation of the 
County Cricket Club; and describes its fortunes as a second class County, and its rise to first 
class status. 

We then follow it through the great year of 1912, the lean years between the wars, and the 
recovery under F. R. Brown, followed by the able leadership and beautiful batting of Dennis 
Brookes. The book leaves us in 1958, when, with many excellent and seasoned players, supported 
by a young and promising ground staff, able administrators, and an enthusiastic Supporters 
Club, the County is a force to be reckoned with. 

To myself the book is of absorbing interest, as it recalls to mind many cricketers, whose 
names, in my youth, were household words in my family. To mention but a few, the Kingstons, 
George Thompson, Billy East and later S: G. Smith, V. C. W. JuPP, E. W. Clark and A. H. 
Bakewell. The great patrons and administrators are not forgotten; again to mention but a few, 
I quote Sir Herewald Wake, Lord Lilford, Mr. A. J. Damell, and Mr. A. Cockerill! 

The book has many excellent illustrations together with a detailed statistical Appendix, 
both of which will be of great interest to all cricket lovers, and especially to those who know and 
support the County. J. R. WETHERALL. 
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Delapre Day. Extracts from Speeches 

Professor Sir Frank Stenton, one time Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Reading, said: h 

"To most people in this vast, this almost incredible assembly, today means the beginning 
of sOinething ,new, the beginning of a new phase of activity in the study of the records which 
centralise upon this County. I will say at once, and it is my only justification for being here, 
that to me today marks the end of a long chapter of history. ' 

It is now, in 1959, 39 years since my wife and I, the great Canon Foster who founded the 
Lincoln Record Society, and Miss Joan Wake, who meditated the foundation of a North
amptonshire Record Society, made a short tour of this County to try and get, I will not say 
local support, but a certain amount of local feeling that records were worth preservation. 
And it does not happen I think to many people, after 40 years, to see in formidable being a 
scheme which at one time was the most tenuous of shadowy dreams. That good fortune has 
come to Miss Wake, and in a lesser degree, of course, it has come to my wife and to me. 

Now, 40 years back England was really not record conscious, and there existed then in 
quarters where it should not have existed, an artificial distinction in value between records 
national, and records of local provenance and interest. That prejudice against local records, 
for such it was, 'has slowly, gradually, but at long last, effectively been broken down. 

I suppose that most of us who went on that tour 40 years ago, to Northampton and to 
Peterborough in particular, realised that if the records that interested us were to be saved, 
were to be made useful to students, one thing was necessary before all others .... Forty years 
ago, believe me, we looked in the first instance to the private owner, and I would like to say 
this afternoon that to me the one chance of doing anything effective with records in the 
County of Northampton turned on the extent to which the owners of private collections of 
documents, of family muniments, could be made interested in 'our ideas and in our scheme. 
And now-the end of this particular story-one can say that in no County has the local 
owner responded more willingly or more generously to the appeal of archive scholarship 
than in Northamptonshire. The documents in Delapre now are a most remarkable collection 
and illustrate not only the rise and fall of the families with which we are now acquainted, but 
also the dim stirrings of that competitive society which William the Conqueror brought to 
England in 1066, and the foundations-to change the metaphor-of English feudalism. 

One is always tempted, I suppose; when speaking on an occasion like this, to emphasise and 
praise the body to which one is speaking, but I think in the coldest st;clusion of one's own 
study one would have to admit that Northamptonshire is singularly favoured in the number 
of landed families who have possessed their estates for generations, or for centuries, and have, 
taking it all in all, escaped the seductions of the reforming housekeeper, the steward, the 
librarian who wants to clear away the old stuff to make room for something else. I do not say 
that Northamptonshire archives have survived in their complete integrity, but they have 
survived at any rate in essentials. One knew this although dimly in 1920 or thereabouts; we 
now know it as a matter of fact. . . . 

Much has been said about the value of records in general. Something has been said about 
those who have worked upon the records and in particular about Miss Joan Wake. I am not 
going to attempt an obituary,-the time is not ripe-and I am not going in cold blood to 
dissect and distinguish between the various types of service that Miss Wake has rendered to 
historians .... I have tried to connect for a moment the noble swelling present of Delapre • 
with its nebulous past, and I hope I have emphasised my own deepest feeling of gratitude 
to the person to whom the Delapre Office is due. ' 
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Delapre Day. ' Extracts from Speeches 

Mr. Ewart Marlow, M.C., Chairman of the Northamptonshire' County Council, in 
proposing a vote of thanks to the speakers, said: 

"It is indeed a great honour for me to do this today, Sir, because we sitting here and all 
of us, I am sure, in this historic gathering after what we have heard, .feel indeed greater pride 
in our own County. If it has done that, Sir, it has done an awful lot .... What pleased us so 
much is this, as I have said before, that this great effort roused everyone in the County with 
the determination to save a stately home. It still shows that all of us have got a desire to 
preserve our own history, and while that is alive we can still be thankful that the history at 
least is often upgrading our thoughts in the history of our own County . . . . 

So many of the speakers have paid tribute to Miss Wake and the way she does things, 
and the way she gets things: I could tell you a wonderful story on the lighter side-this is 
not history! She came to me one day and said, 'We must have an opening of Delapre'. I said, 
'Excellent!' 'And we must ask everyone that gave us money to come'. I said, 'That's excellent'. 
She said, 'At least there will be 400 or 500'. And I said, 'That's excellent', and we were getting 
on fine. She said, 'Everyone has got to have an invitation-it ,needs envelopes, it needs 
postage stamps, it ne~ds clerical effort, and when they come they must have some tea, and 
we cannot charge them for the tea, because we have already had a dip at them, and she began 
to tot up; and I said, 'Well, that's jolly good, what are you going to do'? She said, 'I'!l1 broke, 
can I have a sub' ?-and that sums up today. 

I would think this, that the most rewarding thing, Miss Wake, that has happened is to 
know that so many people have wanted to come and pay tribute to the opening of Delapre 
and it must be a most rewarding day for you-can I say again qn behalf of Northamptonshire, 
'Thank you very much indeed'. 

And also, it is my duty, I am sure, on behalf of all the audience to say, thank you so much, 
to the platform. First of all, all of us were delighted to see Lord Spencer, who is playing such 
a wonderful part in Northamptonshire at the moment, and we were delighted to see you 
here today, Lord Spencer. 

Then the Master of the Rolls. All of us listened with great joy to such a wonderful speech, 
especially as you were so kind to the County, my Lord, but I understand your cricketers in 
Derby are not quite so kind to our cricket team, because I think we have 7 wickets down for 

' 68, and that was not very pally. But we were delighted to hear you and we are so delighted 
to hear you in our own County. 

And then Lord Euston again-his great love of Northamptonshire, and I was so glad that 
he mentioned Rushton Hall because it is so wonderful to know that Rushton Hall has been 
saved .... 

May I move a vote of thanks from all of us for such a wonderful afternoon that will be 
historic with all of us, I am sure. I have the greatest pleasure in moving this proposition, Sir". 

The Mayor of Northampton (Alderman J. V. H. Harris), himself a native of 
Hardingstone, in seconding the vote of thanks, said: 

"It is with very great pleasure that I second the vote of thanks so ably moved by Mr. Marlow 
to those noble gentlemen who have spoken to us with such authority this afternoon .... 
During our very early childhood days, Delapre Abbey was the mecca of my wife and myself. 
We visited this old building as little children many, many times in the course of each year . 
. . . And so I am very happy to be here to second the vote of thanks, and to say to Miss Wake 
how glad I am to be associated with you in this very great venture, this dream of yours, which 
has today come to fruition". 



CANONS ASHBY CHURCH 

From the park, looking across the fish-pond 
By courtesy of British Timken Division of the Timken Roller Bearing Company, Duston, Northampton 
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SI~ THOMAS TRESHAM, KNIGHT 
SPEAKER FOR THE COMMONS UNDER HENRY VP 

SIR THOMAS TREsHAM of Sywell and Rushton, was knight of the shire for Buckinghamshire in 
the Parliament of February 1447, for Huntingdonshire' in the Parliaments of February and 
November 1449, for Northamptonshire in those of March 1453 and June 1467, and probably 
for Northamptonshire in the Coventry parliament of November 1459 when he was Speaker for 
the Commons. 2 

The Act of Attainder in the first Yorkist Parliament of 1461, by which Thomas Tresham 
incurred forfeiture of his estates, and the subsequent grants made of them .to various supporters 
of Edward IV, furnish a fairly complete list of the landed properties of which he Was possessed 
by that date. Those in Northamptonshire within easy reach of Northampton comprised the manors 
of Sywell, Hannington, Brampton, and Great Houghton, together with lands in Earls Barton, 
Ecton, Wellingborough, Hardwick, and Little Harrowden. In the east of the county and within 
easy reach of Higham Ferrers, he held the manors of Stanwick and Ringstead and lands in 
Knuston and Aldwincle. To the north of the main estates round Northampton was another 
group, including the manors of Rushton and Hazelbeech, with 1an4s also at Rothwell and 
Hanging Houghton. In -Northampton itself Tresham possessed burgages. In north-east 
Buckinghamshire he held the manors of Broughton Parva and Wavendon, and there was 
property at Sfanton Barry and Bradwell, again in north BuckinglJ.amshire. He also possessed 
some estates in Leicestershire, Rutland, Bedfordshire and Middlesex. 3 

Presumably some of these estates came into Thomas Tresham's possession as a result of 
his marriage with Margaret, daughter of the William, Lord Zouche of Harringworth who died in 
1415, and sister of the William, Lord Zouche who was summoned to Parliament from 1426 to 
his death in 1463.4 When Thomas Tresham mafried her, Margaret Zouche was the widow of 
Edmund Lenthal1. The date of the ' marriage is not known, but Margaret was presumably still 
young at the time of her second marriage, and she was certainly the mother of Thomas Tresham's 
son and heir, John. ,She died at some time between December, 1483, and February, 1484.5 Her 

. niece, Margaret de la Zouche, was wife to William Catesby, Speaker in Richard Ill's only 
Parliament. 

In the year following William Tresham's grant of the promise of the Chancellorship of 
the Duchy of Lancaster on the J;lext vacancy, he and his son, Thomas, on 27 November, 1443, 
were appointed for life to share the stewardship of all the Duchy estates in the shires of N or
thampton, Huntingdon, Bedford and Buckingham, except the lands of the Honour of Leicester 

1 In this article the following abbreviations have 
been used in the. footnotes :-
C.C.R. = Calendar of Close Rolls. 
C.F.R. = Calendar of Fine Rolls. 
C.P.R. = Calendar of Patent Rolls. 
H.M.C. = Historical MSS. Commission. 
P.R.O. -= Public Record .office. 
Rot~ Pari; = Rotuli Parliamentorum. 

An account of William Tresham of Sywell, Sir 
Thomas Tresham's' father, ·was contributed by 
Professor Roskell to the 1957 issue of Northampton
shire Past & Present. 

' 2 Officia' Return of Members of Parliament, i. 335, 
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in Northants.6 It was again doubtiess the father's services and "pull" which enabled him on 
12 February, 1445, to secure a royal pat~nt associating his son with him in a grant for life in 
survivorship of an annuity of £40 (already enjoyed by William since May, 1440) charged on the 
royal manor of King's Cliffe (Northants).7 A year later, on 17 March, 1446, the Treshams were 
given another joint grant for life in survivorship (as from Michaelmas 1445),-a further annuity 
of £40 but this time to be taken at the hands of the Receiver-General for the. Duchy of Lancaster. 8 

By the end of the year 1446 at latest, Thomas Tresham had joined the Royal Household, for 
on 16 November, 1446, he was one of the 240 odd scutiferi aule et camere Regis and entitled as 
such to a royal1ivery of robes worth £2 a year. He was still an esquire of the King's Hall and 
Chamber in September, 1452, and doubtless continuously served in the Household in this 
capacity until his promotion to be an usher of the King's Chamber sometime before 25 March, 
1455.9 It was, therefore, as a member of the Royal Household that he was for the first time 
elected as knight of the shire to the short Parliament which met at Bury St. Edmunds in 
February, 1447, when his father acted for the third time as Speaker for the Commons. William 
sat for Northants, Thomas for Bucks. Already by patent of 13 April, 1446, Thomas had been 
appointed with his father as a justice of the peace in Huntingdonshire, and it was as knight of the 
shire for this county that he was again returned to the next Parliament which met at Westminster 
in February, 1449, his father being re-elected for Northants. Thomas Tresham was to be a member 
of the commission of the peace in Huntingdonshire without intermission until July, 1459.10 

When his second Parliament met, Thomas Tresham was the King's escheator for Northants 
and Rutland. His term of office ran from 6 November, 1448, to 11 December, 1449.11 He was 
still escheator, therefore, when re-elected for Huntingdonshire to the Parliament of November, 
1449-June, 1450, in which his father once again acted as Speaker, an office which occasioned his 
leading the impeachment for treason of the Duke of Suffolk. On 26 April, 1450, only three days 
before the third and last session of this Parliament began at Leicester, Thomas was included 
among a group of commissioners of oyer and terminer in Northants, authorized to investigate 
the treasons of John Harris, formerly a "shipman" of Terrington (near Malton, Yorkshire). As 
the King and his lords passed through Stony Stratford on their way to Leicester via Northampton, 
John Harris had used ~ threshing flail in front of them "to show ' that the Duke of York then in 
Y reland shuld in lyke manner fight with traytours at Leicester Parliament and so thrashe them 
downe as he had thrashed the clods of erthe in that towne;" he was arrested, imprisoned in 
Northampton castle, and then condemned, afte~ Thomas Daniel, an Esquire of the Body and a 
member of this commission had "labored his deathe with yomen of the crowne."12 

The parliamentary session which followed these incidents saw the passage of an Act of 
resumption on 6 May, 1450, and the Treshams lost their jointly held annuity of £40 charged on 
King's CHffe, but no more than this apart from another annuity of £20, the one charged on the 
manor of Brigstock enjoyed by the father alone.13 The Parliament broke up early in June on 
receipt of news of Jack Cade's rising in Kent and the attack on London. 

The English hold on the lands won by Henry V in France was by this time restricted to a 
few important 'bridgehead' towns on the coast, and there was even great danger to Aquitaine. 
At home the government was feeble and only with gFeat difficulty able to cope with a crisis. In 
the late summer of 1450 York returned from Ireland to impose his will on the Lancastrian govern
ment, and, despite his being treated as a traitor by the Court party who ordered his return to be 
opposed, the Treshams, father and son together, set out from Sywell on 23 September to meet 
the Duke as he moved down Wa~ing Street towards London. They had not gone far before, at 
Thorplands near Moulton, they were set on in an ambush; the father was either killed outright 
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10 C.P.R., 1441-6, 472; ibid., 1446-52, 590; ibid., 
1452-61,667. 
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or soon died of his wounds, the son being merely injured.I4 Although both of the Treshams owed 
everything to their membership of the Court party, it is of course possible that they sought re
insurance for their political future by interviewing or joining Richard of York. Some support 
for such a view of the significance of their journey to see York might be diScerned in the fact that 
the murder of the ex-Speaker was popularly attributed to the men of Lord Grey of Ruthin, a . 
Lancastrian supporter at this time. But it should also be remembered that it was York, as Tresham's 
widow's petition to the King in the next Parliament makes clear, who had taken the initiative in 
writing to Tresham senior, presumably demanding his attendance; that the ex-Speaker's position 
as one of the Duke's feoffees might have prompted this demand and Tresham's concurrence; that 
Thomas Tresham's position in the Royal Household was neither then nor later in jeopardy nor 
his basic fidelity to the House of LancaSter ever in doubt; and that Tresham, senior, might very 
well have excited local hostility on the part of men who perhaps thought to use his meeting with 
York to justify their intended outrage. 

Thomas Tresham was well enough recovered a month after the murder of his father and 
his own wounding to attend the Northamptonshire elections to the November, 1450, Parliament, 
but he was not elected to his father's seat, although his uncle, William Vaux, was sheriff; nor 
was he re-elected for Huntingdonshire. His father's influence is likely to have been behind his 
earlier elections, but in any case this was not a time when a young member of the King's 
Household could reasonably entertain great expectations of election to Parliament. In all 
probability Thomas Tresham was in attendance at the Court during the sessions of this mainly 
anti-curialist Parliament : his mother petitioned for her husband's slayers to be brought to justice 
in the Court of King's Bench and asked that, if she were unable to bring a criminal appeal, his 
next heir might have the benefit of the procedure for which she was petitioning; and this was 
allowed. IS Thomas Tresham seems to have succeeded his father as Chancellor for the feoffees of 
those estates of the Duchy of Lancaster appropriated to the fulfilment of Henry VI's will.I6 But 
in 1451 he certainly had trouble with his mother, apparently over the execution of the terms of 
her late husband's will regarding his bequests of moveables to her, and on 22 October, 1451, her 
brother, William Vaux esquire, and Thomas Salisbury, Archdeacon of Bedford, as arbiters, made <' 

an award at Sywell between her and he~ son which required that she be satisfied of 1000 marks, 
this sum being made up from some of her husband's debts, including his 'knyghtes spences' (his 
wages as knight of the shire) and what was due to him from the KingY 

That Thomas Tresham was regarded as a safe Household supporter of the Lancastrian 
administration in this year of tension between the parties of York and Somerset, is clear from 
his appointment on 8 November, 1451, as sheriff of Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire,I8 and 
during his year of office he was for the first time appointed as · a justice of the peace in his own 
county of Northampton (on 9 July 1452), a commission he continued to hold until September, 
1 ~60, when the Y orkists had secured control of the government.I9 He was elected as knight of 
the shire for Northants, for the first time, to the Parliament which met at Reading in March, 
1453. At the beginning of the year he had served on a commission set up to raise Crown loans 
in the county, ostensibly to assist the Earl of Shrewsbury's vain efforts to stave off complete 
disaster in Aquitaine. During the second session of the Parliament, held at Westminster, (namely, 
on 8 June, 1453), Tresham was appointed ex officio as knight of the shire, to help his fellow knight} 
Sir William Catesby of the Royal Household, and Lord Rivers to apportion among the poorer 
vills of Northants that share of the reduction of the recently granted subsidy to which the county 
was entitled. On 12 July following, ten days after the session ended, he was made a commissioner 
of oyer and terminer in the North Riding of Yorkshire regarding felonies, trespasses, illegal 
assemblies and confederacies, and liveries of badges, gowns and caps, -the reference here being 

14 Rot. Parl., v. 212. See also Northamptonshire 
Past and Present (1957), vol. ii. no. 4, p. 201, for a 
detailed · account of the murder. Thorplands is 4 
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15 Rot. Parl., v. 212. 
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almost certainly to the flaring-up of the feud between the younger members of the houses of 
Neville and Percy, which was threatening the peace of the whole North Country. 20 

It was shortly after this that Henry VI had his first attack of insanity, which lasted during 
the next eighteen months (until Christmas 1454). This illness quite incapacitated the King, so 
that, some form of conciliar control of government or regency was required. The Queen, who in 
October, 1453, gave birth to a son, competed with the Duke of York for control of affairs. But 
on 27 March, 1454, during the third and last session of the 1453-4 Parliament, the Duke secured 
his own-appointment as Protector, his most formidable opponent, Somerset, having been im
prisoned in the lower pending an inquiry into his responsibility for the loss of Normandy and 
Guienne. In the meantime, Parliament had met at Reading on 12 November, 1453, only to be 
prorogued to meet there again in three months' time. In January 1454, during the recess, Tresham 
is reported to have joined William Joseph, the King's Secretary, Thomas Daniel, Esquire of the 
Body, and John Trevelyan, usher of the King's Chamber and knight of the shire for Cornwall, 
in drawing up a bill for the Lords to consider, asking for a properly maintained garrison to be 
established at Windsor under their control, for the safeguarding of the imbecile King ,and the 
infant prince, Edward of Lancaster.21 There is nothing to suggest that the bill prospered before 
the Parliament came to an end on 17 April. With the Duke of York and his friends in cOI).trol of the 
Council, it was unlikely that it would. They cut down the establishment of the Royal Household and 
continued to exercise the royal authority until about Christmas, 1454, when Henry VI recovered. 

Nothing more is known of Tresham's activities during 1454-presumably he was in 
attendance on the King-but on 30 December, he was entitled to share with Sir Richard Roos 
(a king's knight) and John Lovet the farming of the subsidy and alnage of cloth in Northants and 
Rutland for the next twenty years (as -from MichaeImas 1454) for an annual payment of 11 marks. 
They lost the farm iri February, 1456, when John Hampton and William Essex, howev.er, 
undertook to pay 6s. 8d. less per annum.22 On 25 March, 1455, Tresham was about to set out on 
royal business for Calais of which the captaincy had less than three weeks earlier been taken from 
the Duke of York and restored to the Duke of Somerset, recently set free from imprisonment 
since the King's recovery of health. A privy seal warrant dated at Greenwich provided that he 
and his companions in this enterprise-Thomas Lord Roos (a step-son of Somerset) and John 
Qrmond (brother of the recently appointed Treasurer, the Earl of Wiltshire, and an Esquire for 
the Body)-were not to be delayed, and so their charges were to be met in advance. The warrant 
describes Tresham as 'squier and huissher of oure Chambre.' It is our first notice of his occupying 
this position. The Calais mission suggests a connection with Somerset. And on 14 May, 1455, 

. Tresham was made a member of commissions for the raising of Crown loans for the defence of 
Calais in both Hunts and Northants.23 

By this time there had been otJ:ter changes in the contr~lling positions in the central ad
ministration, including the supersession of the Earl of Salisbury by Archbishop Bourchier in the 
custodianship of the Great Seal. So was York's Protectors hip brought to an end. York and the 
Nevilles considered themselves personally threatened and determined to forestall any attempt 
by a coup of their own; marching on London, they explained their action in manifestos which 
'never reached the King. The result was the first battle,.of St. Albans on 22 May, 1455. It is almost 
certain that Tresham was with the royal forces: in the July Parliament which followed the 
Yorkist victory he did not figure (in the bill in which the malcontents exculpated themselves) 
among those who, the Yorkists pretended, were responsible for the battle, but in a brief con
temporary account he was listed among the 'liolecytouriz and causerys [solicitors and causers] of 
the feld takying at Seynt Albonys.'24 He was present at the elections for Northamptonshire to 
the July parliament, but not surprisingly was not himself re-elected. He was not removed from 
the Northants and Hunts commissions of the peace, but for almost the whole of the next two years 
he is otherwise lost to sight. However, he presumably remained a member of the Royal Household. 

Four years of uneasy peace between the two main factions followed, although the govern
ment was not long in freeing itself from the effects of the Yorkist success at St. Albans and the 

20 Ibid., 1452-61, 53, 122-3; C.F.R., 1454-61, 44. 
21 Paston Letters, ii. 296. 
22 C.F.R., 1454-61, 103, 142. 

23 Privy Seal, Warrants for issue, E404/70(2)/48; 
P.P.C., vi. 239, 242. 

24 Paston Letters, iii. 29. 
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second Protectorship of Richard of York in the winter of 1455-6. Thomas Tresham, after acting 
as a justice of gaol delivery at Oakham (Rutland) by patent of20 May, 1457, and as a commissioner 
of array in Hunts and Northants by patent of 26 September following,25 . was appointed on 14 
December, 1457, for the second time as sheriff of Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire.26 Three 
days later he was made a commissioner for the apportionment among the hundreds and vills in 
Hunts and Northants of the quotas of archers and the assessment of liability to maintain them, 
in accordance with the provisions of a hitherto dormant Act of the Parliament of 1453.27 His 
office as sheriff in the fenland counties did not prevent him from being appointed on 26 August, 
1458, to membership of a commission set tip to investigate and hear and determine cases of 
treason and risings in the lordship of Monmouth.28 

Tresham's year of office as sheriff of Cambs and Hunts ' ended on 3 December, 1458. 
Already, on 7 November, contrary to the statutory usage that three years should elapse between 
tenures of the office of sheriff, he had been made sheriff of Surrey and Sussex.29 He was still 
very likely in charge of this joint bailiwick late in 1459, and, if so, it was again contrary to 
Statute that he was elected as knight of the shire, probably for Northants (although the returns 
for this county are lost), to the Parliament which met at Coventry between 20 November and 
20 December, 1459. The Commons had been openly packed: in some cases only writs of 
privy seal had been sent to the sheriffs, and the normal method of election was not always 
followed. The inain business of the session was to register the recent Lancastrian victory, at the 
Rout of Ludford, near Ludlow, on 12 October, by attainting the Yorkist leaders (who had fled 
the country) and their foremost supporters, and to guarantee the Lancastrian succession. Thomas 
Tresham was elected by the Commons as their Speaker.30 Whether he were already Controller 
of the Royal Household, which post he was certainly holding at the time of the battle of Towton 
(that is, in March, 1461),31 is not known, although it is very likely that he was. During the 
session, and by parliamentary authority following the submission of a Commons' bill, the 
committee of feoffees in the Duchy of Lancaster estates set aside for the fulfilment of the King's 
will was re-modelled, and, like his father before him, Tresham was now included; it is possible 
that he was still the feoffees' Chancellor.32 Again during the session, on 5 December, he was made " 
a commissioner for the control of weirs on the river Ouse and its tributaries between Huntingdon 
and Holywell in Huntingdonshire, and on the day after the dissolution of the Parliament (on 21 
December, 1459) he was put on a commission of array in Northants, part of a plan to resist any 
risings on behalf of the attainted Yorkist magnates.33 

From the end of 1459 to the return of the Yorkist Earls of Salisbury and Warwick from 
Calais .and their entry into London (2 July, 1460), the Court party busied itself with continuing 
the work of recrimination against the- attainted rebels and the suppression of their adherents. 
On 5 February, 1460, at Northampton, expressly for his losses in the King's service and also for 
his services, presumably as Speaker, in the Coventry Parliament, Thomas Tresham was granted 
for life an annuity of £40 from lands and rents at Stamford and Grantham forfeited by the 
Duke of York, on the understanding that, if this source of income proved inadequate, he might 
have a new patent charging his annuity to another source.34 On the previous day he had been 
included in commissions of oyer and terminer in Wales and the Marcher shires, and in the lord
ships of the Duke of York and the Earls of Salisbury and Warwick, touching all treasons, 
rebellions, and other offences, including breaches of the Statute of Liveries.35 On 20 February 
he was authorized to act as a justice of gaol delivery at Northampton Castle with regard to a 
monk of Daventry.36 On 4 June he was again made a commissioner of oyer and terminer in Oxon, 
Berks, Hants, and Wilts, and, by a different patent of the same date, was appoin~ed one of a 

25 C.P.R., 1452-61, 369, 402-3. 
26 List of Sheriffs, loc. cit. 
27 C.P.R., 1452-61, 406, 408. 
28 Ibid., 444. 
29 List of Sheriffs, 136. 
30 Rot. Pari., V. 345. 
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32 Ibid., v. 355. 
33 C.P.R., 1452-61, 556, 559. 
34 C.P.R., 1452-61, 577. 
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appointed to serve, (see p. 562). 

36 Ibid., 563. 
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commission instructed to arrest and imprison all Y orkist supporters, with power to commandeer 
forces in these counties for the purpose. Tresham was one of a similarly constructed commission 
set up on 22 June to act in the same way in Herts, Middlesex, Kent, Surrey and Sussex.37 

Less than three weeks later, as a result of the battle outside Tresham's own county town 
of Northampton on 10 July, 1460, the King was captured and the Lancastrians themselves were 
on the run. It is highly probable that Tresham fought there. Certainly, if this were so, he escaped 
being taken. In the Yorkist Parliament (summoned in Henry VI's name) to meet in October, 1460, 
the proscription~ of its predecessor at Coventry were undone, the reversion of the Crown settled 
on York and his male heirs, and York established as Protector. A new committee of feoffees in 
the Duchy of Lancaster was created to meet the changed political conditions, and Tresh3m was 
now excluded. He had already 'been dropped from the Northamptonshire commission of the 
peace when a fresh set of justices was appointed on 1 September, 1460. Seemingly, Tresham now 
lay low. According to a petition he made to Edward IV in 1467, he declined to join the Lancastrian 
army which defeated York's forces at Wakefield on 30 December, 1460, when York was killed 
and Salisbury executed.3s 

Soon after news of the success at Wakefield got through to her in Scotland, Queen 
Margaret of Anjou came south in January, 1461. And certainly by the time she reached Durham, 
Tresham had joined her, becaus'e, when she extorted a loan of 400 marks from the prior and 
convent there, it was he, along with Master John Morton (the Prince of Wales's Chancellor), 
William Grimsby (recently Under-Treasurer of England and Treasurer of the Chamber), and 
John Whelp dale, priest, who undertook to make repayment.39 Margaret and her forces were at 
York by 20 January, and from here the Lancastrian army advanced towards London. Tresham 

. fought in the second battle of St. Albans, where his side defeated Warwick's forces on 17 February 
and recovered possession of the person of Henry VI. After being knighted by his father, the young 
Plince Edward himself knighted about thirty men. Among these was Tresham.40 

The Lancastrians' hi] ure to reap the benefit of this victory by immediately attacking 
London, allowed Edward, York's heir, and Warwick to move into the City and the former to 
declare himself King on 4 March, 1461. Losing little time, Edward IV followed the Lancastrian 
army, which had retired northwards, to bring it to battle. On 6 'March he had already ordered 
proclamation to be made in th~ north of England, promising a general pardon of life and estate 
re all .those abandoning the Lancastrian cause within ten days, except for twenty-two named 
"r':' ~ons and all others worth over 100 marks a year in land, and the proclamation went on to put 
.1 price of £100 each on the heads of certain of the Lancastrian notables. These included Tresham.41 

, On 29 March was fought the battle of TOwtOD, just south . of the crossing of the Wharfe ' at 
Tadcaster, in wruch the Lancastrians incurred a decjsive defeat. Tresham, by this time 

,Controller of Henry VI's Household, ,.was taken prisoner.42 Although his life was spared, in the 
Parliament of November, 1461, along with other Lancastrian adherents he·was attainted of high 
treason as having "rered werre" and fought against Edward IV at Towton, and ' accordingly he 
Incurred forfeiture of all his estates of inheritance as held on 4 March, including those held to 
his use.43 ' 

Already, on 14 May, 1461, the escheator in N.orthants and Rutland had been ordered to 
seize his possessions in these counties, and, on 8 July following, instructions were issued with the 
same intent to the escheator of Surrey and Sussex.44 On 20 July special commissioners were 
authorized to take into the King's hands the lands in Northants and Bucks belonging to Tresham 
and . Sir Thomas Thorpe of Bamwell, late . Baron of the Exchequer and Keeper of the Privy 
Wardrobe to Henry VI, who had been beheaded by the Londoners in Harringay Park when 
attempting to escape to join Queen Margaret on the day of her victory at St. Albans on 17 February, 
1461.45 John Don, one of the ushers of Edward IV's Chamb!!r, was evidently the key member of 

37 Ibid., 613-4. 
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this commission, his being the responsibility for accounting for the issues of the sequestrated 
property, and it was he who on 24 February, 1462, got a grant in tail-male of the bulk of 
Tresham's Northamptonshire manors and lands, including Rushton, on condition that he 
answered for all revenues in excess of £100 a year. Sywell manor and Broughton Parva (Bucks) 
and the reversion of Livedon went at about the same time to a new Yorkist peer, Walter 
Devereux, Lord Ferrers; on 1 August, 1462, the King's uncle, William Neville, Earl of Kent, 
came by a similar grant of Tresham's property in Northampton and the manor of Wavendon 
(Bucks), which in the following January were transferred to the Duke of Clarenc.e; and as late as . 
12 December, 1464, certain small parcels of land and tenements went to Ralph Hastings, one of 
Edward IV's Esquires of the Body.46 

As Tresham was to point out in the petition he made to Edward IV in 1467, he came to 
understand the King1s "title roiall," never left the kingdom (as some hardened Lancastrians had 
done), and had been at no "journey or felde" against the King since the battle of Towton. He was, 
moreover, not entirely friendless at the Yorkist court. His wife, Margaret, was sister of Lord 
Zouche, and Sir William Peche of Lullingstone (Kent), his mother's second husband,47 (to whom 
Tresham had been feoffee-to-uses in his manor of Ashways in Stepney (Middlesex) in February, 
145948), became King's Carver in October, 1461, was sheriff of Kent in 1461-2, and fought with 
the Yorkist forces in Northumberland in the winter of 1462-3.49 But, despite these connections 
and the fact that on 26 March, 1464, Tresham received, by advice of the Council, a general 
pardon of all offences for which he had been attainted,50 his estates were not yet restored to him. 

Clearly, Tresham's rehabilitation was a slow process. He received no office at Court, but, 
nearly five years after Towton Field, on 25 January, 1466, he was once more re-included in the 
commission of the peace for his own county of Northampton.51 Early in the following year 
(between 25 February and 5 April, 1467) he was appointed by royal writ one of a committee of 
arbitration between Robert Warner, a yeoman of Kentish Town, and a certain John Ive.52 On 10 
May following he was put on a commission of gaol delivery at Northampton Castle, 53 and he was 
elected for Northamptonshire to the next Parliament, which met :at Westminster on 3 June, 1467. 
Tresham probably realised that, ·with the King requiring to strengthen his position in the country 

'" at large, in case the known discontents of the N evilles assumed more serious shape, this was as 
. good an opportunity as was likely to come his way to seek full re-instatement in his rights. As far 
back as March, 1450, he had been party as a feoffee to a settlement of the manor of Middleton 
Stoney (Oxon) on John Lord Lestrange and his wife Jacquetta,54 who was sister to Edward IV's 
Queen, Elizabeth Woodville, herself a member of the Northamptonshire family of Woodville of 
Grafton, where in fact the King had secretly wooed and married her. It is just possible that help 
came from that quarter. His own family connection with Sir William Peche was possibly an asset, 

. if his mother had forgiven the upset of 1451. 
There is no knowing precisely, however, what personal influences favourable to his suit 

Tresham used when, in this Parliament of 1467-8, he petitioned the King to give a greater reality 
to his general pardon of over three years before. The petition recalled that by the patent of 26 
March, 1464, he had been "abled unto youre Lawes" but not restored to his "lyvelode" 
[livelihood], and asked that consideration be given to the facts that he had been brought up in 
Henry VI's service since childhood; that at the time of the battle of Towton he was Henry's 
"menyall servant" and Controller of his Household and held other "notable offices"; that he had 
unavoidably been present at Towton Field as a "menyall servant of Household"; and that since 
then he had been loyal to Edward IV and had always "sued to stonde in the favour of your good 
grace." Tresham pointed out that by the King's licence he had "bargayned': with the grantees of 
his forfeited lands to the extent of 2,000 marks and more, and that as a result and because he could 
raise no loans (being unable to offer his estates as surety for repayment), he was in great debt; nor 

411 Ibid., 111, 153,225-6,369. 
'7 G. Baker, op. cit., ii.36 (Isabe! Vaux, Tresham's 

mother, had married Sir William Peche by 
February, 1455). 

48 Ancient Deeds, vi. C4128. 
48 J. C. Wedgwood, History of Parliament; Bio-

graphies, sub nomine. 
60 C.P.R., 1461-7, 321. 
51 Ibid., 569. 
52 C.C.R., 1461-8, 409. 
5S C.P.R., 1467-77, 30. 
54 Ibid., 1446-52,311. 
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was he able, he said, to marry his son and heir unless by authority of Parliament he was restored 
to his estates. His petition concluded with the request that he might be so restored to all his 
possessions (except what he had been granted by Henry VI), and that his attainder and forfeiture 
be annulled, saving to the recipients of his lands surcease of any demand for waste or profits. The 
petition was granted. 5'5 

Tresham recovered sufficient influence in the Lower House during the course of this 
Parliament to be chosen by the Commons to be one of their eleven members of a commission 
of oyer and terminer, made up of lords, justices, knights of the shire and burgesses, entrusted on 
20 May, 1468, with the investigation of accusations of coinage depreciation and over-charging 
for minting that had been laid against Hugh Brice, a London goldsmith, in his capacity as Keeper 
of the King's Exchange and one of the govelJlors of the Tower Mint.56 But his petition for re
instat~ment in his lands, although it was formally successful, did not in effect result in a complete 
restoration: in ~ patent of 9 November, 1467, John Don, by this time Esquire of the Body to 
Edward IV, was able to secure a grant to himself and his wife in tail-male of Tresham's forfeited 
manors of Rushton, Stanwick, Ringstead, Great Brampton, and Great Houghton.57 

There can be little doubt of Tresham's financial embarrassment at this time: in May, 
1466, he had felt impelled to mortgage for £400 his manor of Broughton near Aylesbury (Bucks) 
to William Stavely, and he had to confirm the conditional release in August, 1468.58 Tresham's 
discontent with this ,situation seems to have soon resulted in his embroilment in certain movements 
of disaffection, of which Warwick, mainly on grounds of dissatisfaction with the King's pro
Burgundian and anti-French policy, became the centre. On 16 July, 1468, Tresham secured 
another royal pardon. 59 Nevertheless, following disclosures of treasonable activities on the part of 
Lancastrian sympathisers made by the Earl of Oxford after his own arrest and imprisonment in the 
Tower, Tresham was also arrested and imprisoned in the Tower on 29 November, 1468, and word 
was soon going round that "his livelihood ... is given away by the King." Unlike the heir of the 
late Lord Hungerford and the heir to the Earldom of Devon, who were both condemned and 
executed at Salisbury on 17 January, 1469, Tresham seems, however, not to have been brought 
to trial. He very probably was kept in prison until released in October, 1470, by the 'Earl of 
Warwick, when the lat::ter's coalition with the Lancastrians resulted in Edward IV's flight into 
exile and the restoration of Henry VI.60 It is, however, important to notice that on 5 June, 1470, 
he figured among the feoffees of Edmund Grey, Earl of Kent, formerly Lord Grey of Ruthin, 
whose men were alleged to have been responsible for Tresham's father's murder in 1450, in a 
grant of the Norfolk manor of Saxthorp.61 

Certainly, there is no doubt of Tresham's being at large in the autumn of 1470 and a 
suppor.ter of the Lancastrian "Readeption." For on 5 November, 1470, he was granted, for seven 
years from the previous Michaelmas,- the keeping of the honours of Peverell, Boulogne, and 
Haughley with their members in Bucks, Northants, and Leicestershire, and of the castle and 
honoUr of Huntingdon, on payment at the Exchequer of a yearly farm of £6.6s.8d. These honours 
had been held at his death in 1389 by John ,de Hastings, Earl of Pembroke, whose next heir had 
been Tresham's wife's grandfather, the William, Lord Zouche who had died in 1396.62 
, Summoned on 15 October, the single Parliam~nt of the Readeption met at Westminster 
on 26 November, 1470. It is likely that Sir Thomas Tresham acted as Speaker for the Commons 
on this occasion.63 The session saw the annulment of the attainders of Edward IV's time, and this 
meant the re-establishment of Tresham's legal rights in his own estates. What steps, if any, he 
took to secure re-instatement, we do not know. Whatever they were, they were not effectual 
for long. " . . 

In the middle of March, 1471, Edward IV landed in the Humber, and four weeks later 
was in London where Henry VI came into his hands. At Barnet Field on 14 April he disposed 

55 Rot. ParI., v. 616b. 
56 Ibid., 634a. . 
57 C.P.R., 1467-77, 60. 
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of Warwick. Among those Lancastrians who joined Queen Margaret and her son after their 
landing at Weymouth was Sir Thomas Tresham, and when, on 27 April, proclamations were 
sent out in Edward IV's name, declaring Margaret, Prince Edward, and their adherents to be 
notorious traitors and rebels, and ordering no-one to assist them, he was aniong thos,e individually 
named in the writs.64 The Lancastrian force, moving up from Devon through Somerset into 
Gloucestershire, probably with the intention of joining Jasper Tudor in Wales, was met and 
cut to pieces at Tewkesbury on 4 May, 1471. Tresham ·was among those who fled the field and 
took sanctuary in the abbey church. Two days later the Duke of Somerset and a number of 
the Lancastrian notables, Tresham among them, were taken for trial before the Duke of Gloucester 
as Constable and the Duke of Norfolk as Marshal. They were , condemned and immediately 
beheaded. Their bodies were not subjected to the usual indignities of "dismembringe or settynge , 
up," and most were buried in the abbey church or precinct, Tresham's in the church "byfore 
a pilar betwyxt ye awtar of seint james and seint nicholas." His cousin, William Vaux, who had 
married in 1456 one of Queen Margaret's ladies Ca Proven9ale), was also killed in the battle or 
executed afterwards, and buried in the. parish church. A Sir Henry Tresham and his clerk, 
Thomas Tresham,-unIess there is some confusion here-were also taken and beheaded.65 
What relationship, if any, these two bore to Sir Thomas is not known. 

Sir Thomas's surviving son, John, afterwards secured a final restoration of his father's 
estates, but for the moment all was lost. Sir Thomas was posthumously attainted in the 
Parliament which met in October, 1472, and ' all his possessions were again forfeited. On 26 
November, 1474, an inquiry into his lands in Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire was 
ordered. When, on 8 December following, the Treasurer of the Royal Household was granted 
nearly £5,000 a year for ten years, the profits from the custody of the lands and person of 
Tresham's heir, including his marriage, were among the sources appropriated to this charge.66 
On 20 May, 1475, a further inquiry into the Tresham estate was ordered, and on 24 June Sir 
Thomas's lands were granted to the Queen, the Bishop of Salisbury and Master William Dudley, 
Dean of the Chapel of the Household __ 67 This latter grant was probably made in connection with 
the appropriation Edward IV had provided in his will, drawn up at Sandwich on 20 June, 1475, 
by which all the issu~s of Tresham's forfeitures 'were to go to the building of the new chapel of I!\ 

the Order of the Garter in the College of St. George at Windsor.6s A further inquiry into Sir 
Thomas's hereditaments was authorized on 18 February, 1477.69 Not until Henry VII's first 
Parliament met in 1485 did John, Tresham's son and heir, secure the annulment of his father's 
attainder and recover seisin of the Tresham lands; his petition was granted by authority of 
Parliament.7o . / 

At some time after December, 1474, and presumably before 1485, Sir Thomas Tresham's 
heir had been plarried to Elizabeth,71 ' daughter of Sir J ames Haryngton of Hornby (Lancs) and 
Brierley CYorks), a firm Y orkist whose father and brother had lost their lives at Wakefield with 
Richard of York in 1460, and who himself, in 1465, had been largely responsible for the capture 
of Henry VI near Clitheroe in !-ancashire. Sir James's second cousin, Sir William Haryngton, 
had lands at Wolfege in Brixworth, near some of the Tresham estates in Northants. This 
marriage may well have eased the situation of Sir Thomas's heir until the "Lancastrian" 
restoration of 1485 put the recovery of his hereditary estates beyond doubt. If it was intended 
to re-insure the Haryngtons, it failed. John Tresham's father-m-law was attainted as a Yorkist 
in the same Parliament which reversed the attainder of his father, ' Sir Thomas Tresham. 

, Sir Thomas Tresham's career provides something of an illustration of the heavy risks 
run by men who, in the second half of the fifteenth century, followed the path of self-aggrandise
ment offered by service at Court. Normally, membership of the Court circle was well worth while; 
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it conferred liveries and probably annuities and fees, and if the monetary rewards were frequently 
unreliable in times of royal financial stringency, they. might be made up for by grants of wardships 
and Exchequer farms, that is, of Crown revenues procurred at source, and by appointments to 
local or regional royal..offices, that is, to the control of those agencies one of whose functions was 
to extract Crown rev~nues at source. All of such concessions could be made profitable in terms 
of both cash-income and social influence. By such a system, because of his position as an Esquire 
of Henry VI's Chamber and then as one of its more intimate staff, the Ushers, Thomas Tresham 
was ' able to profit. And if the royal government were in disrepute and its auth<Y.rity weak, for 
the conduct of its provineial concerns it would tend, whenever possible, to place reliance on such 
local men as were members of the King's Household, with the result that the opportunities for 
cQurtiers to "engross" offices in their own "country" were only enhanced. It was the exploitation 
of such opportunities which converted favoured courtiers into "caterpillars of the commonwealth," 
and so long as they could keep a right balance between their perquisites and the unavoidable 
"over-heads" of employment at Court, or in Crown service locally, (especially the expense 
involved in maintaining a necessarily increased staff of retainers and managerial assistants,) 
surely they could only continue to thrive. Where, then, were the risks? 

In a time of near financiatbankruptcy, into which the Lancastrian state had fallen before 
the turn of the century, such a system of exploitation and perversion of the proper uses of royal 
administration almost logically necessitated (in order to keep it more productive for those who 
enjoyed its benefits) a restriction of the control of royal patronage and, therefore, of the real 
management of government to as small a coterie of the King's friends as was consonant with 
political safety. But there was the rub. As events under Edward II and Richard II had specially 
demonstrated, a restrictive monopoly of the control of royal government and, with it, of the 
dispensation of royal bounty could soon be turned, by any opposing aristocratic party excluded 
from its share of both, into a rather pious but (as propaganda) powerful complaint that the King 
was being alienated from his people and the Crown suffering dismemberment. During that 
part of Henry VI's reign for which he could be held in some sense personally responsible, first 
Cardinal Beaufort, then the Duke of Suffolk, and then (if on and off) the Cardinal's nephew, 
the Duke of Somerset, dominated the royal counsels, misusing their position for their own party 
and private ends and disposing a virtual monopoly of control of the royal patronage. That in 
itself was liable to cause the Lancastrian regime to forfeit respect and support in the country at 
large, or at least among the "outs" and "have-nots". 

But the regime might have survived all this, had it not been held responsible for a complete 
and, calamitous failure in France in both the military and diplomatic fields, at a time when the 
country was far from resigned to it, and also for a breakdown of orderly government at home. 
These· important defects generated a ·profound lack of sympathy between Court and Country, 
and once the Y orkist aim to reform the Lancastrian administration by . political pressure was 
thwarted, and so converted into a resolve to supersede the Lancastrian dynasty itself by military 
force, it was clear that, if this intention were successful, it would go ill with many of those who 
had enjoyed prestige and influence at Henry's Court,-men, in fact, like Sir Thomas Tresham, 
who had long been important there and by 1461 was well-placed in its official hierarchy as Con
troller of the Household. When in 1461 Henry VI gave way: to Edward IV, individual survival 
with status and fortune intact could only be contrived by men of the old royal Hou~ehold by an 
opportune but convincing transf~r of allegiance and support, and provided that the new regime could 
maintain its own safety and continuance. This' between 1461 and 1485 could not for long be taken 
for granted and unquestioned. It was this uncertainty which . prevented men like Sir Thomas 
Tresham from coming to terms with themselves, and how much less on any comfortable basis 
with a hostile or indifferent government. 

Some Lancastrian courtiers, like Sir John Wenlock of Someries, Queen Margaret's 
, sometime Chamberlain, made the switch-over in good time; others, like Sir John Say of 
Broxbourne, before it was too late. Say had risen in Henry VI's Household to be an Esquire of 
the Body in the same period in which Sir Thomas Tresham and his father had come nearer to 
the front, but by 1461 had been Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster (in succession to William 
Tresham) for over ten years and had been Under-Treasurer of the Exchequer in 1455-6 and 
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again in the last few months of Henry's reign. It was not so difficult for this type of royal 
retainer, with his professional and managerial capabilities, to survive the changes of 1461, as it 
was for the "simple courtier" type, even if he had not (as Say had) any connection with members 
of the aristocracy w~.o had a foot in both the main parties. Such a member of the Court who was 
also a "civil servant" could be regarded as serving the Crown as much as the King, and he had 
therefore a better chance of pulling through a crisis like 1461. William Tresham, had he lived 
so long, would almost certainly have survived it intact and ready to turn it to advantage. Because 
he was a courtier and seemingly little more, Sir Thomas Tresham, as we have seen, could not 
extricate himself. And, although he did his best to temporize under Edward IV, he never 
succeeded in living down his Lancastrian past and, in the end, in 1471, perhaps in desperation, 
committed himself once more, and irrevocably (as it proved), to a cause whose defeat involved 
his own death. 

JOHN S. ROSKELL 
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LORD MAYOR OF LONDON 

Congratulations to Sir Edmund Stockdale, Lord Mayor of London, 
and to the Lady Mayoress, who, as the daughter of the first Lord Hesketh of 
Easton Neston, is also of Northamptonshire descent. Sir Edmund's ancestors 
have lived at Mears Ashby Hall for several generations. 

The late Mr. John Page of Northampton noted the f<?llowing Lord 
Mayors who were natives of Northamptonshire:-

In 1440: Sir Robert Chichele of Higham Ferrers, younger brother 
of Henry Chichele, Archbishop of Canterbury and Founder of All Souls 
College, Oxford. (. 

In 1516: Sir John Rest, native of Peterborough and by trade a 
grocer. 

In 1544: Sir William Laxton, native of Oundle; founder of the 
Laxton School at Oundle and ofOundle School. He also was a grocer. 

In 1633: Sir Ralph Freeman, native of Northampton. By trade a 
cloth-worker, and a great benefactor to Northampton. 

In 167.9: Sir Robert Clayton, native of Bulwick and a scrivener. 
M.P. for the City of London and President of St. Thomas's Hospital. 

In 1689, 1690 and 1691: Sir Thomas Pilkington, a native of 
Northampton and by trade a skinner, who likewise was M.P. for the 
City of London. 
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HISTORY IN STONE 

THE STORY OF ASTWELL MANOR HOUSE . 

The following account is chiefly based on George Baker's History of Northamptonshire, 
Vol. I, pages 731-737, and on Stemmata Shirleiana, by E. P. Shirley (1841). There are 
descriptions of this house by C. A. Markham (with plans) in Associated .Architectural 
Reports for 1925; by H. A. Evans in Highways and Byways of Northants and Rutland 
(1918); and by J. A. Gotch, Old Halls and Manor Houses of Northants (with a photograph) 

1936. There are engravings in Baker and Stemmata Shirleiana. 

George Clark of Scaldwell del. 
ASTWELL MANOR HOUSE 

TRAVELLERS along the hme leading from Helm
don to Wappenham about five miles south-west 
of Towcester, will receive a shock of delight 
and wonder when they suddenly come upon a 
medieval grey stone tower at the foot of a grassy 
slope a couple of hundred yards or so from the 

. road. This building with the house of later date 
which adjoins it would seem to have grown ' 
naturally out of the pastures and cornfields in 
which it is set, a quiet, undulating, beautiful 

c~untry away' from the main roads and plenti
fully sprinkled with elm and ash and thorn, 
presenting in most seasons of the year a rich 
variety of colour and of light and shadow, of 
soft greens and gold and browns and crimsons 
melting into each other and the blue distance 
beyond. Occupied now as a farm-house, this 
"relic of departed grandeur" as George Baker, 
our County historian called it, is all that now 
remains of Astwell Manor House. 
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This house has in recent years come to be 
known as Astwell Castle, 1 presumably on 
account of the castellated parapet of the tower 
which formed the gate-house of the original 
building, but this is,a misnomer, for we have here 
the remains of a fortified manor house of the 
Middle Ages, built towards the end of the 15th 
century during the Wars of the Roses, and one 
of the only two of the type left in Northamp
tonshire.2 A still earlier house must hav~ stood 
on or near the same site,3 for Astwell has a 
long history behind it.4 Throughout the Middle 
Ages the lord of the manor lived here among 
his dependent peasantry . Under J ames I a 
wealthy owner built a larger house a few yards 
from the gate-house, and at that time and for 
another century Astwell was teeming with life 
and activity, but by the early years of the 
18th century the hamlet had dwindled to three 
cottages, and the manor house was seldom 
occupied. Its great days were over and the 
rest of the ' story is mostly one of desertion, 
demolition and decay, until its present owner 
came to the rescue. 

In spite of large gaps in its early history 
which may yet be filled by research among the 
records,5 we know a good deal about the 
successive lords and tenants of Astwell.6 Two 
Englishmen named Leofric and Alfric were 

1 The County historians, John Bridges (writing 
between 1719 and 1724) and George Baker (c. 1830) 
both describe this building as Astwell Manor House 
or Astwell House as do Kelly's and the other direct
ories down to 1890. "Astwell Castle" occurs in the 
Northampton Mercury of 27 November, 1886, and 
in Wakeling Dry's guide book of Northants in 1906, 
,after which date "Astwell Castle" becomes general, 
but it was never a castle in the proper meaning of the 
word. It lies 'five miles north of Brackley. 

2 The other is Northborough Manor House near 
Peterborough which is earlier in date than Astwell, 
and much more remains of it. John Claypole, Oliver 
Cromwell's son-in-law lived there. (See Victoria 
County History, Vol. II, pp. 508, 509; Northants 
Past and Present, ~, No. 4, p. 23; and J. A. Gotch, 
The Old Halls and Manor Houses of Northampton
shire, where it is described as "a notable building".) 
Alas ! its fate is now hanging in the balance. 

3 1,500 yards south-east of the manor house' and 
within the limits of the hamlet is an earthwork called 
"Old Mountains", where a castle or early fortified 
manor house almost certainly stood. 

, 4 Astwell, now in Helmdon parish to which it was 
transferred in 1929, was formerly in Wappenham. 
Baker (History of Northants, Vol. I, p. 731) describes 
it as "an extensive hamlet" of 1,870 acres. Falcutt, 
(another hamlet formerly in Wappenham), he tells 
us, "has been immemorially associated with Astwell, 
and the lands are not now distinguisl:table". (p. 737). 
Falcutt is not mentioned in I;>omesday Book and is 

in possession before the Norman Conquest, 
but twenty years later, (when Domesday Book 
was being compiled), they had been displaced 
by two foreigners, Geoffrey and Robert, whose 
overlord , was Gilo de Picquigny. Gilo was a 
Frenchman who had followed William the 
Conqueror 'to England and had received from 
him several manors in Northamptonshire, in
cluding Moreton Pinkney, not many miles 
from Astwell, where his name is still preserved. 
(The natives-sensibly like Winston Churchill 
refusing to twist their tongues over awkward 
foreign pronunciations-had soon converted 
Piquigny to Pinkney). In those days sixteen 
tenants were cultivating the land at Astwell, so 
that it was quite a prosperous community. 7 

THE DE WAUNCYS 

After Domesday Book darkness falls upon 
the scene for nearly a century, until in 1167 we 
find a family named de Wauncy (or de Wanci) 
in possession of our manor. They were Nor
mans of the second rank who were settled in 
England by 1086 when they are found as under
tenants of the honour of Warenne in Norfolk 
and Suffolk. Some of them were knights and 
several are to , be found as witnesses ' to the 
charters of magnates of the realm in this and 
the following century. 8 A de Wauncy was still . 

therefore almost certainly but not necessarily the 
, later of the two settlements. 

5 In Leicester Museum among the muniments of 
the Shirley family are 278 deeds, relating to Astwell 
of which two date from the 12th century. They were 
brought to the notice of the present writer too late 
to use for this article. 

6 The indications are that beyond Domesday there 
were two separate estates here, though they would 
of course 'have been physically intermixed in the 
open fields. By the middle of the 12th century two 
distinct manors have emerged, the larger of the two 
(which is the ' one whose history is traced in this 
article) being administered by a resident landlord. 
Near the end , of the 15th century both manors , 
became united by a marriage in the hands of the first 
Thomas Lovett of Astwell. (Baker, I, p. 732). 

7 V.C.H. I, pp. 344b, and 291. In Domesday Book 
the Saxon tenants' names are spelt "Leuric" and 
"Alvric" . 

8, They came from Wanchy (Seine-Inferieur) in 
Normandy, (Lewis C. Loyd, Origins of some Anglo
Norman Families, p. 111). Members of this family 
occur as witness to charters of Gilbert de Clare, Earl 
of Hertford, between 1146 and 1148; of Maud de 
St. Liz (sister of Simon, Earl of Northampton, 
founder of Delapre Abbey), temp. Henry II; of 
Maud, Countess of Clare (1173-76); of Roger Bigot, 
Earl of Norfolk (1232-34); of the Countess of War
wick (1284-1290). (See N.R.S. IV, p. 130; and XV, 
pp. 84, 145, 209, 226). 
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lord of Astwell in 1371, after which darkness 
falls again for over eighty years. 

THE LOVETTS 

In 1453 Arthur Biooke, of a Warwickshire 
family, was in possession, and in 1471 his son 
William exchanged the manors of Astwell and 
Falcuttwith one Thomas Lovett for the 
manors of Rushton and Great Oak1~y near 
Kettering.9 Thomas Lovett's daughter, Mar
garet, married John, son of William Brooke. 

Soon after Thomas Lovett came to Astwell 
-this was in Edward IV's reign-he set to 
work to build the manor house anew, and the 
surviving gate-house is part of his work. The 
rest of the house was built round a court
yard; there was a moat, and, sai4 the Ministry 
of Works. in 1958, "it must have been an 
imposing place". Four generations of Lovetts 
lived here and the family was of some standing 
in the County, for three different Thomas 
L~vetts served as High Sheriff in the reigns 
respectively of Edward IV, Henry VII, and 
Elizabeth 1.10 The last Thomas Lovett of Ast
well, who died in 1586,11 married Elizabeth 
Fermor of Easton Neston, and their only' child 
J ane, by her marriage with John, younger son 
of Francis Shirley of Ragsdale and Staunton 
Harold in Leicestershire, carried Astwell into 
the Shirley family. 

THE SHIRLEYS 

John Shirley, the husband of Jane Lovett, 
, died in 1570 leaving a son, George, who, born 

in 1559, inherited Staunton Harold in 1571, 
and Astwell (on the death of his Lovett, grand
father) in 1586. 

The Shirleys were by far the most interesting 
of the owners of Astwell, and, in fact, managed 
to produce contemporaneously a murderer' and 
the founder of a religious sect, who may be 
presumed to have cancelled each other out., 

With George Shirley the light at last begins 
to shine brightly on Astwell. He was a man 
highly typical of his age. Educated at Hart Hall, 
Oxford, he received some training at one of 
the Inns of Court and later served for a while 
with the Earl of Leicester in Holland.12 On 
~ucceedi~g to Astwell, with which he imme-

9 Sir Edward de Capell-Brooke, Bt., of Great 
Oakley, is the descendant of Arthur Brooke. 

10 V.C.R., Northants Families, List of Sheriffs, 
pp. 369, 370. 

11 Shirley Pedigree (Baker, I, p. 733, quoting Esc. 29 

diately fell in love, he became henceforth a 
Northamptonshire rather than a Leicestershire 
man and was sheriff of the County in the year 
that Queen Elizabeth died. 

Early in the next reign he demolished the 
greater part of the manor house, and, smitten 
with the building fever then raging among 
Northamptonshire squires, built himself a 
large and beautiful mansion alongside old 
Thomas Lovett's tower. The new house, which 
had gables and mullioned 'windows in the 
prevailing style, was completed in about 1606. 
There were over forty rooms, including a hall, 
a chapel, a great and a little parlour, and a 
gallery hung with twenty-four pictures, as we 
know from an inventory of 1622 which gives 
the names of all the rpoms,13 These and also 
the tower were luxuriously furnished with 
court cupboards, four-poster beds, chairs and 
stools covered with velvet, needle-work ,or 
leather, green and red rugs, hangings and 
"carpets" of arras, velvet cushions, coloured 
window curtains, chests, cabinets, long oak 
tables with benches and joint stools, two pair 
of virginals, a "harpsicall", a bell to ring to 
prayers, etc., etc., etc. With a small army of 
servants inside and out, a stableful of horses, 
at least three coaches, those were surely the 
greatest days of Astwell when for beauty and 
importance it must have ranked with such 
places as Fawsley, Deene, or Great Oakley Hall. 
George signed the work of his period with his ' 
initials and coat of arms in several rooms, the 
example on the stone mantel-piece in the 
sitting room of the present house being the 
only one now surviving., 

George Shirley "with many gallant gentle
men" conducted James I across Northampton
shire on his way south at his accession, and 
was one of the first batch of baronets created 
by that monarch. An open-handed man, "re
lieving during the great dearth 500 a day at 
his gates", 'he reminds us of his contemporary 
the first Lord Montagu of Boughton on the 
other side of the County. 14 The year of the 
"great dearth" was 1608. 

Shirley's religious position was ambiguous, 
unless, which we doubt, he was an arrant 
hypocrite. He was an avowed Roman Catholic, 

Eliz. n.165). 
12 Stemmata Shirleiana, (1841), by E. P. Shirley. 
13 Ibid., pp. 71-74, where extracts are given. 
14 N.R.S.VII, p. xxii. Lord Montagu would feed as 

many as 1,200 in a day. 
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and therefore placed on the list of suspected 
Papists in Northamptonshire.15 All his armour 
and weapons were removed from Astwell House 
in his absence ever-seas in 1618 on the plea 
that his servants were recusants. Lord Exeter, 
then Lord Lieutenant, thereupon wrote to the 
Privy Council on his behalf that "he had always 
been loyal and forward in service and declared 
himself no recusant" .16 Three years later his 
arms were restored to him. He was certainly an 
outward conformer to the Church of England, 
and the following letter to Dr. Lambe, Chan
cellor of the Diocese of Peterborough, from 
four of the local clergy, suggests very ~trongly 
that his attendance at her services was more 
than a mere formality. He was perhaps one of 
those who had "the true unity, which is most 
glorious because inward and spiritual". 

"May it please you, Sir, Whereas we whose 
names are hereunder written are intreated by 
Sir George Shirley of Astwell in your Countie 
of Northampton Barronet, to certifie our 
knowledge to your worship of his conformitie 
in coming to the church and hearing devine 
service and sermons there, upon Sundays and 
Hollydayes, according to the lawe in that case; 
we do hereby certifie you that the said Sir 
George Shirley (being an old gent. and his 
house farr from the parish churche) and having 
an auntient previledged chappell in his house, 
hathe, according to the booke of Conunon 
Prayer, service red in the same chappell by 
Mr. J ones, a Batchelor in Divinitie and Chaplen 
in his house, who hathe of him a yearely 
stipend for reading prayer and preaching there, 
to which service and sermons himselfe, his 
Ladie and his familie doe come verie orderly, 
and we doe further certifie your worship that 
we ourselves doe verie often every yeare in the 
absence of his said chaplen, or when we are 
thereunto entreated by the said Sir George 
Shirley, corn thether and read serVice and 
preache in his said chappell to him, his Ladie 
and his familie; and this with remembrance of 
our humble dutie we committ you to God, 
and rest, 

Your worship's allwayes to conunand, 
Rich' Lewis (S.T.P.) [Vicar of Brackley]. 
WilIm. Jonnes (Clerk) [Rector of Syresham]. 
Chr. Middleton (Clerk) [Rector of Aston-Ie-

Walls]. 
Edwarde Wade (Clerk) [Rector of Holdenby 

and Church Brampton]. 
Dated the 23 of Januar. 1618 [1619] ,17 

15 Ibid., p. 225. 16 Ibid., p. xlv, n. 
17 Stemmata Shirleiana, p. 67. The identifications 

of the clergy are from H. I. Longden, N orthants and 
Rutland Clergy, 1500-1900. 

18 B.M., Harl. MS. 4928, p. 101B., quoted in 
Stemmata Shirleiana. This Thomas Shirley, accord
ing to E. P. Shirley, was "a most violent and bigoted 
Papist." (Stemmata Shirleiana, p. 94). 

19 He was a zealous Royalist and died in the Tower 

Sir George Shirley, in the words of his son, 
Thomas, died on 27th April, 1622, aged 63, 
"in the bosom of his . mother, the Roman 
Catholick Church" .18 ( 

On the death of Sir George, his descendants 
did not entirely desert Astwell. Sir Robert, the 
4th baronet, lived there as a boy during the 
early years of the Civil War,19 and his widow 
made it her home for many years. The house 
was kept up and the family probably came for 
a part of each year, but they took little or no 
part in the affairs of the County and inclined 
more and more to Staunton Harold and their 
other residences. 

Sir Robert Shirley, the 7th baronet, became 
Lord F errers of Chartley when this ancient 
barony was called out of abeyance by Charles II 
in 1677. In 1711 he was created Earl Ferrers 
by Queen Anne. His chief claim to distinction, 
however, was the number of his children. By 
his first wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Lawrence 
Washington of Garsden, (Wilts) he had 17 and 
by his second wife 10, "besides some 30 natural 
children" .20 

During the life-time of his son Washington, 
the second Earl Ferrers, John Bridges was at 
work on his history of Northamptonshire, and 
has preserved for us a glimpse of what "Ast
well, an old seat of Earl Ferrers" as he called 
it, looked like 240 years ago. 

"Behind the gate-house is a little court and 
an entry into the hall. The hall windows project 
en ronde and have battlements over them. The 
wainscot and chimney pieces in several rooms 
are adorned with the arms of the family and with 
other carved work: and the windows, which are 
of chrystal, are stained with flowers, birds, horses 
and other ornaments. At the east end. of the 
great parlour was formerly a chapel, where Dr. 
Sheldon, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Dr. Dolben, afterwards Archbishop of York, 
are said to have successively officiated as chap
lains to the family" . 21 

Of this Lord Ferrers a contemporary wrote: 
"He keeps as hospitable an house and enter
tains as nobly as any peer of the realm", 22 but 
on the whole the second and third earls were 
quite unremarkable people. Not so the fourth;
Laurence Shirley (1720-1760)-who succeeded 

of London in 1656. He conformed to the Church of 
England and built the interesting church at Staunton 
Harold, unique of its period. 

20 Complete Peerage, V, p. 331, note (e), but though 
the statement is in quotation marks, no authority for 
it is given. 

2 1 John Bridges, History of Northants, I, p. 214. 
Dr. Dolben was one of the Dolbens of Finedon, 
Northants. 22 C.P., V, p. 336. 
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his uncle, the third earl, in 1745. Of him Burke 
writes in his Peerage:-

"Although not bereaved of intellect, this 
nobleman frequently evinced strong symptoms 
of a constitutional v16lence of temper; and in 
one of the paroxisms of rage habitual with his 
lordship put to death his own confidential hmd-

. steward, an aged gentleman of the name of 
Johnson". 
Lord Ferrers wished to evict Johnson from 

his farm, and failing to do so, got him into Ills 
room at Staunton Harold, locked the door, 
pulled a pistol out of his pocket and shot him. 
He was tried by his peers in Westminster Hall, 
found guilty of murder, and sentenced to 
death. During his imprisonment in the Tower 
of London before his execution, he was several 
times visited by his cousin Se~, Countess of 
Huntingdon (of whom more below). 

Ferrers decided to die in the grand manner, 
even though it was the death of a felon. When 
the fatal day arrived he put on a suit embroid
ered with silver and was driven from the Tower 
to Tyburn in his own landau drawn by six 
horses, and, according to tradition, was hanged 
with ' the silken cord which was the privilege 
of a peer instead of the hempen rope used for 
common murderers.23 A vast multitude of 
people assembled to watch the execution for 
which the "'new drop" (just introduced instead 
of the cart, ladder and medieval gibbet) was 
used for the first time. Tyburn gallows stood 
close to the site of the Marble Arch on the 
boundary of the parishes of St. Marylebone 

, and Westminster. 

THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDQN 

Selina Shirley above mentioned was the 
daughter of the second Earl Ferrers, and a 
woman of great character and achievement. 
She was born at Astwell in 170724 and· at the 
age of twenty married the 9th Earl of Hunt
ingdon, "a nobleman of a retired and amiable 
disposition". She was on terms of close friend
ship with John and Charles Wesley and George 
Whitfield, the last named acting ,as her chap
lain. With him she founded a sect of Calvinistic 
Methodists which became known as "The 
Countess of Huntingdon's Connection", and 
many of the 64 chapels which she established 

23 The D.N.B., however, says there is no foundation 
for the tradition. 

24 "At Astwell House on 12th .August, 1707", 
(Complete Peerage). The D.N.B. says 24th August, 
and Baker "on Midsummer Day"! 

26 D.N.B. Staunton Harold Hall was sold by the 

in different parts of England are still in exist - . 
tence. George Baker did not entirely approve of 
her, writing of "her peculiar views of Christian 
truth", but adds: "Those who differ from her 
most widely in sentiment must do justice to 
her virtues". She spent over £100,000 in 
charity, re-awakened an interest in religion 
among the aristocracy and had a considerable ' 
influence on the religious history of he~ time. 
She died in 1791. 

On the execution of the 4th Earl Ferrers in 
1760, he was succeeded by his younger brother, 
Washington, who became a Vice-Admiral. In 
1763 George III restored to him the family 
estates which had been forfeited to the Crown 
for his brother's felony, and he immediately 
sold Astwell House and manor to Richard, 
Earl Temple, using the proceeds towards the 
cost of rebuilding Staunton Harold Hall in the 
Palladian style.25 Thus, after 178 years ended 
the connection of the Shirleys with Astwell. 

QUICK CHANGES 

By this sale to Lord Temple, uncle of the 
first Duke . of ' Buckingham, Astwell Manor 
House with its surrounding farms and cottages 
lost what still remained 'of its vitality and 
interest as a separate entity where the lord of 
the manor at least occasionally resided, and 
became a mere outlying portion of the large 
estate of the Dukes of Buckingham centred 
upon Stowe. Most of the manor house was 
pulled down, leaving only so much as was 
considered appropriate to the residence of a 
tenant farmer. Mercifully the gate-house was 
also spared, for interested eyes were. already 
turning towards the Middle Ages. The third 
Duke of Buckingham through his extravagance 
got into serious money difficulties,26 and in 
1850 sold the Astwell estate, then consisting of 
the ·manor house and three farms. 

The new owner was Charles, 3rd Lord 
Southampion-a member of the FitzRoy family, 
seated at Wl¥ttlebury,~but in 1864 he resold 
it , to Edward Douglas-Pennant, later the first 
Lord Penrhyn, whose Northamptonshire resi
dence was at Wicken. From him it descended 
to the Hon. Harriet Ella Douglas-Pennant, 
who' in 1919 sold the property to J ames Morriss 

12th Earl Ferrers to a demolition contractor in 1955, 
out was immediately purchased by the Cheshire 
Homes organisation and turned into a Home for 
Incurables. (Ex. inf. Dr. L. A. Parker). 

26 C.P. II, 409. 
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Woodthorpe of Peterborough, who immediately 
resold "Astwell Castle Farm" (i.e. the. manor 
house with 440 acres of land) to Albert Victor 
Emerton, farmer, who was apparently the sit
ting tenant. 

The speed of the changes in ownership in 
these hard times fm; farmers now increased. In 
1922 the farm was conveyed to J oseph Emerton 
of Peterborough who in 1931 sold it to Thomas 
Turner Tims of Stuchbury, farmer. In 1942 it 
was purchased from Mr. Tims by Captain 
G. W. M. Lees, of Falcutt House, to be held 
in trust for his daughter, Miss J ulia Lees, 
to whom it was conveyed by the trustees 
after her marriage to Major Hereward Wake of 
Courteenhall in 1952;27 

The history of Astwell is a good illustration 
of the gradual absorption into larger estates of 
thousands of little independent manors all over 
the country. This trend received a great 
impetus in the 16th century and reached its 

culmination in the 19th. The political and 
economic stresses of the late 19th and the 
present century have thrown everything into 
the melting-pot again, 'and an entirely new 
conception as well as a new pattern of land
ownership is emerging before our eyes. 

In 1959, with the aid of a grant from the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings on the advice 
of the Historic Buildings Council, Mrs. Wake 
repaired Astwell Manor House, which is now 
open to the public by appointment with the 
occupier during the summer. Future genera
tions will be grateful for the preservation of 
this rare and beautiful link with by-gone 
centuries. 

The writer desires to express her thanks to 
Mrs. Wake for access to the title-deeds; to 
Mr. King, Mr. Warhurst and Dr. L. A. ~arker 
for references and information; to the staff of 
the Bodleian Library; and to Mr. Pidgeon of 
Astwell for shewing her over the tower. 

27 For this and other transfers of the property between 1850 and 1952, the authority is the title
deeds, penes Mrs. Wake. 

SAMUEL BEESLEY, THE ALDWINCKLE CARRIER 

Drawn by Robert Cruikshank, 1851, and published by J. T. Notcutt, bookseller, of Thrapston. 
Mrs. Ann Dines was licensee of the King's Head, Thrapston. 
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Delapre Day. Extracts from Speeches 

Miss Joan Wake, who; as she moved forward to speak, was greeted with a most 
heart-warming round of applause, said: 

"I am really rather overwhelmed. First of all I have been asked on behalf of the speakers 
to thank the proposers and seconders for their resolution of thanks which you carried so 
very heartily. . . . 

They say I am a legendary figure; certainly legends have been growing up which ought 
to be dispelled, and one is, ladies and gentlemen, that this [Delapre Campaign] was a one
man show (or a one-woman show). We were a great band of people. Things looked very 
gloomy at the end of 1955. Early in January, 1956, we had a test meeting in Northampton 
on a bitterly cold winter's night, and when a hundred people left their firesides and turned 
up-we knew which way the wind was blowing. A more devoted and enthusiastic band of 
workers never got together. I must mention the names of my Committee, who are all 
here today-Mr. Elborne (our chairman), Mr. Mumby (our honorary treasurer), Mr. 
Gordon Gilbert, and my nephew, Captain Peter Wake, and they stuck to it, and we had 
such wonderful support that we couldn't possibly fail, and we knew that Northamptonshire 
people, and the country at large, if there is a really good cause that is dearly put before 
them, will always support it and produce the money. . . . -

It has been for many, many years my object and the object of many of us to have such a 
place as Delapre Abbey for the whole Shire, including the Soke of Peterborough, where the 
records can be kept and where students of all ages from hoary old historians to children 
from the elementary schools can come and study the history of our County-a County so 
rich in history and in beautiful buildirigs. 

I want now to ask you to remember with gratitude some of the great ones of the past in 
Northamptonshire who are no longer with us. First I will mention Mr. W. T. Mellows 
of Peterborough and-Mr. J ames Manfield,-both of whom helped to found the Record 

' Society,-and Mr. Frank Lee, one-time Mayor of Northampton, who had this matter of 
Delapre for the records so much at heart. And lastly I will ask you to remember Lord 
Exeter, who as Custos Rotulorum for both the County and the Soke was so tremendously 
keen and interested. I believe that the very last thing he did for Northamptonshire was to 
help us over our Delapre Campaign only a few weeks before he died. We shall never cease 
to be grateful to him. The Dowager Lady Exeter is so sorry she cannot be here today, but 
we are so glad that their daughter .Lady Romayne Brassey and her husband Captain Peter 
Brassey have been able to come. 

And you people who have lived in Hardingstone-our Mayor is a native of Hardingstone, 
and I lived there myself for a year or two,-we would all like to remember dear Miss Mary 
Bouverie, who shared this place with so many people, both in the COUlity and in the Borough. 

I have been called many things in my time-I nave been called the best burglar in the 
County, and I have been described as a croSs between a missionary and a ferret. I have handed' 
over my burglary work and my ferreting work to my late colleague, Mr. King, and his admir
able Staff who are doing such excellent 'York. The missioaary work the Record Society 
does keep, I think, in its own hands, and the publishing work, and if you are pleased about 
what has happened and you want to show your pleasure, might I tell you how you can do 

..it-now you know what is coming-you will all go into the library and 'join the Record 
, Society, and I hope we shall have a great increase of membership as the result of today's 
, wonderful proceedings. 

Now I want ,to thank, on behalf of us all, the County Council and the Borough Council 
and Sir John Pascoe and British Timken Limited, who are our hosts today, for providing 
this wonderful party for us. I think it is so marvellous of you all to come and rejoice with 
us, and it is the greatest encouragement to us in our work. It really has been a most wonderful 
day-thank you all so much. 
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REVIEW 
W. G. Hoskins, Local History in England (Longmans, 1959, 2ls.). How exciting and 

stimulating a thing it is to come across someone with the rare faculty of approaching a subject 
with a fresh and independent eye, and who with an untrammelled mind tan put aside all pre
conceived opinions and walk about a well-travelled region as though he were the first explorer 
to land upon its shores. Such a one is Dr. W. G. Hoskins and local history in this country under 
his inspiration had already assumed new dimensions before the appearance of this, his latest 
work. One can say without hesitation, though not in agreement with every detail, that it should 
be in the hands of everyone interested in the subject. 

There are chapters dealing with the equipment and training of historians; former local 
histories; printed, oral, manuscript and visual sources; the manor, the parish, the town; churches 
and schools; fieldwork; population; writing and publishing. Others have written on these topics 
in recent years, but Dr. Hoskins's book is different for the following reasons: (1) he brings out the 
significance of local history as an essential part of the history of England; (2) he is full of encourage
ment for the amateur, the "intelligent unacademic villager, and stresses the value of the contri
bution which, from intimate knowledge of the locality, only he or she can make; (3) though 
dealing adequately with printed and manuscript sources he brings into the foreground the vast 
amount which can be learnt from "the visual evidence of the past", which, as he says, has 
hitherto been so grossly and so strangely neglected. His chapters on the topography of towns 
and on buildings generally are perhaps the most brilliant and important parts of the book; the 
passages on the borough of Stamford will be read with delight. 

Some of his casual remarks scattered through the pages are worthy of notice: "History is not 
something which is dead and finished with. The good local historian will see it at work all around 
him". "The size of a parish church has no necessary connection with the size of the population 
of the parish, especially where medieval churches are concerned. Churches were built for the 
greater glory of God". "Observe how people behave today, for it will throw light on the way 
they behaved in the past". "It was amateurs who founded the study oflocal history ... We always 
do best those things we are not doing for money". And there are nice tributes to both the late 
Mr. Frank Lee's paper: The Origins of Northampton, and to Mrs. Fisher's A Scrapbook of Ashton. 

We hope very much that in the next edition all the books mentioned in the text will be 
added to the bibliography at the end -which would make it far more useful. · We think further 
that there is more to be said for the local antiquary who collects facts than · Dr. Hoskins will 
allow. Historians are rare birds, and like good huntsmen, are born, not made. 

Though we cannot all expect to emulate Dr. Hoskins in his powers of observation and 
deduction, his book will undoubtedly give such an impetus to the writing of local history as it 
has not had for two centuries and more,-~n impetus to move on from the descent of manors 
to the study of communities. J.W. 

MAY-NOON 
How sweet it is, when sun gets warmly high, 

In the mid-noon, as May's first cowslip springs, 
And the young cuckoo his first ditty sings, 

To wander out, and take a book; and lie 
'Neath some low pasture-bush, by guggling springs 

That shake the sprouting flag as crimpling by ; 
Or where the sunshine freckles on the eye 

Through the half-clothed branches in the woods ; 
Where airy leaves of woodbines, scrambling high, 

Are earliest venturers to unfold their buds ; 
And little i-ippling runnels curl their floods, 

Bathing the primrose-peep, and strawberry wild, 
And cuckoo-flowers just creeping from their hoods, 

With the sweet season, like their bard, beguil'd. JOHN CLARE. 

o 
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MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS FOR SALE BY THE SOCIETY 

THE following books, pamphlets, and offprints of articles of ' Northamptonshire interest are now 
offered for sale at the prices quoted, which include postage. Apply Hon. Secretary, Northamp
ton~hire Record Soc~ty, Delapre Abbey, Northampton. 

Royal Archaeological Institute. Report of the Summer Meeting at Northampton, 1953, with plans 
and illustrations, 5s. 5d. 

This interesting volume amounts to a guide to a high proportion of the most important objects of archi
tectural and archae010gical interest in Northamptonshire. Articles by W. H. Godfrey, Joan Evans, 
E. C. Rouse, J. F. Webb, C. A. R. Radford, Margaret Whinney and other eminent authorities on the 
Northampton churches, St. John's Hospital, the Sessions House, and Abington Abbey, in the borough; 
and, in the county, on Althorp, Cottesbrooke Ha]], Brockhall, Drayton House, Castle Ashby, Boughton 
House, Lamport ,Hall and Rectory, Deene Park, Kirby Hall, Courteenhal1 House and School, and 
Easton Neston; the churches at Great Brington, Cottesbrooke, Lowick, Higham Ferrers, Rushden, 
Earls Barton, Rothwell, Brixworth, Lamport and Deene; also on Jesus Hospital, Rothwell, the Chiche1e 
bui1dings at Higham Ferrers, the Tresham buildings at Lyveden: Rushton, and Rothwell, Ge.ddington 
Cross, Hunsbury Hill, Bury Mount at Towcester, and a note on the monuments in WarktoI'l Church. 

By Frank Lee: 
A New Theory of The Origins"and Early Growth of Northampton, reprinted from the Archaeo
logical Journal, (1954). Is. 8d. 

An elaboration of an extremely interesting and convincing theory of the gradual development of the 
borough in an easterly direction, governed by the position of the river crossings. With plan and diagrams. 

Edited with Introductions by W. T. Mellows and A. Bell: 
The Peterborough Chronicle of Hugh Candidus with La Geste de Burch, (1949). 15s. 1 Od. 

The publication of this important 12th century chronicle was welcomed by scholars. The text is based 
on the 17th century transcript of the (earliest) version in the Peterborough cartu1ary which was 
destroyed in the Cotton Library fire of. 1731, collated with the 13th and 14th century versions still 
surviving. 
La Geste de Burch is a inedieval Oate 13th century?) translation in verse of part of Hugh Candidus's 
Chronicle. The present text is based on Joseph Sparke's printed edition of 1723, (the original having 
perish~d) and is here given with notes and a prose translation. 

By Mona Clyde Clinch: 
The Story of Blisworth (1939). 5s. 7d. 

This 'is an admirable historical account of an interesting village. 

By Joan Wake: 
A Northamptonshire Rector: Life of Henry IshamLongden, Scholar, Sportsman,Priest (1859-1942). 
Reprinted from Northants and Rut/and Clergy, Vol. XV, with 18 illustrations and a bibliography 
of H. 1. Longden's works. (48 pp.,--1943). 5s. 5d. ' 

An account of a country parson, with three great interests in life. His magnum opus is Northamptonshire 
and Rutland Clergy, 1500-1900, in 15 vols. bound as six. 

Northamptonshire Records, reprinted from Speculum, the Journal of the Medieval Academy of 
Amei:ica, for April, 1958. (7 pp. Is.2d.) '. 

A paper read before the Academy at Cambridge, Mass., in 1957, describing what the records are, and 
why, how and where such as survive have been preserved. 

St. Peter . .. himself a Married Man (1943). Reprinted, with five illustrations, from Vol. XIV 
of Northants and Rutland Clergy. Is. 2d. . . 

This gives a short account of the history of the marriage of the clergy in the Church of England, with 
some notes on Northamptonshire clergy, their wives, and families, particularly the Walkers of 
Great Billing. 

Also reprints of the following articles: Northamptonshire Families, Is. 2d., and Northampton
shire Wills and Administrations, Is. 2d., by H. 1. Longden; Parish Register Extracts from the 
Lost Registers of Barby, Maidwell, Pytchley and Rothwell, also of Stoneleigh (Warwickshire), Is.2d. 

Guide to an Exhibition illustrating the' History of Local Government (1951) Is. 2d. 
With historical notes. This pamphlet might be useful to teachers of the history of local administration 
in Northamptonshire. 
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