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NOTES AND NEWS 

WE send greetings from the Northamptonshire Record Society to our readers all over-the world. 
It is just on three years since the Society started its campaign to save Delapre Abbey, not 
only as a beautiful old country house of great architectural interest close to Northampton, the 
loss of which would for ever after have been deplored, but for a very useful purpose. It is 
therefore with great pleasure that we announce-to our readers that during 1958 the repairs to the 
building and its adaptation as the Northamptonshire Record Office and headquarters of this 
Society have been completed at a cost of roughly £20,000. The work has passed the scrutiny of 
the Ministry of Works and the Local Authorities, and the building is now a pleasure to look at, 
inside and out. For this the credit is due to Mr. DavidNye of David Nye and Partners, the 
architect to the trustees of the Delapre Repair Fund, to Messrs. Simcock and Usher, builders, 
of Northampton, their foreman, Mr. H~nson, and their employees who worked with a will from 
start to finish. The Historic Buildings Council of the Ministry of Works and the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings have given every help and encouragement all the way through, 
and we are grateful to the Northamptonshire County Council and to the Borough Council for 
their friendly co-operation. 

Most sincerely do we thank the Ministry of Works and the Pilgrim Trust for their sub
stantial grants, and each and .all of our many hundreds of subscribers and helpers all over the 
country and overseas, for their interest and wonderful generosity which has ensured success. 
Our only and very great regret is that our late President, the Marquess of Exeter, K.G., and 
Alderman Frank Lee, both of whom had the matter so very much at heart, have not lived to see 
the project carried to its conclusion. 

The ttan fer of the records-some fifty tons of them-and of the 5,000 books in the 
Society's library from Lamport Hall to Delapre Abbey was accomplished between October 7th 
and November 5th, but it will be some months before everything is properly arranged. However, 
students can now be admitted. This was a great feat, for which Mr. King and his staff and Mrs. 
William Hubbard are to be congratulated. The Official Opening will take place on May 9th, 
after which date the more interesting parts of the house will be open to the public on regular days. 

The work to be carried on at Delapre is not, as some people seem to think, the mainte ance 
of a charnel-house for dead sheepskins, but as useful and lively an instrument of education and the 
advancement of learning as will be found anywhere in Northamptonshire. We shall now have one 
well-placed, well-equipped and properly staffed centre for historical study and original research 
to serve the whole of the Shire,-in fact, a Local Record Office on th~ general lines recommended 
after exhaustive inquiry in the Reports of the Parliamentary Committee of 1902 and of the Royal 
Commission on Local Records of 1919. Nearly -forty years of experience has done nothing-but 
increase our conviction of the soundness of those recommendations on the grounds of efficiency, 
economy, accessibility for official reference, and usefulness to the historian. It may well be that 
our own and the similar .schemes already in operation at Lincoln and Durham will indicate the 
true line of advance for the future. 

We hope that full advantage will be taken by an ever-widening section of the public of the 
facilities at Delapre, provided not only by the Local Authorities through their joint Archives 
Committee, but by the many owners and custodians whose public spirit in making their records 
thus available to scholars cannot be too highly praised. Great additions to our knowledge of the 
past shoUld now be possible. 

We cannot refer to the move to Delapre without expressing the tremendous gratitude 
which- we all feel to Sir Gyles Isham -for having provided a home for the Record SoCiety 
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and for the records for the last eleven yearsat Lamport Hall. We are sure that no such 
Society has ever had the privilege of working in a more beautiful room than his library, furnished as 

" it is with books collected by the Ishams during four centuries, of which he gave us the unrestricted 
use. Melll:bers will remember with particular pleasure Sir Gyles's hospitality to the Society on 
the occasi~n of our annual meetings. 

The new motor road. As a new era in the world's history was begun by the intro
duction of railways, so the stupendous changes of the last fifty years can be traced in the main 
to the inventi0n of the internal combustion engine. The great new motor road to the north now 
under construction across Northamptonshire is history being written before our eyes-past, 
present, and future all in one. Nothing like it has been seen since the Romans made the Wading 
Street, which also crosses our County. On our cover is seen the new road in Milton parish at 
the point where it Win pass under the railway line between NQrthampton an~ Blisworth with " 
the old road to Towcester carried over it on a new bridge just beyond. We are much obliged to 
Messrs. John Laing and Son, the contractors, for permission to use this photograph which was 
taken from a helicopter on September 26th, 1958, by Mr. John Holden. On page 218 below and 
inside our back cover will be found pictures of " the London and Birmingham Railway under 
construction 130 years ago, for comparison with further photographs of the new road by Major 
Hereward Wake to whom our thanks are due. It is planned to complete the stretch from St. 

J Albans to Yorkshire in under two years-a great feat of engineering, with its monster machines 
and its minimum of man-power, impressive, exciting, and with a ruthless sort of beauty of its 
own. But not, we venture to think; such a marvellous feat as the construct~on of the 120 miles 
of railway from London to Birmingham with its many bridges, its miles of immense cuttings, 
its long tunnels and high embankments, when every square foot of earth and stene had to be 
moved, by hand, and which was completed in four years and three months. 

The Northamptonshire Record Office. In spite of the inevitable interruption 
of about three months caused by the move to Deiapre, some excellent work has been accomplished 
since our last issue. The exhibition on the history of "local transport by road, river, canal and " 
railway held in Northampton last February attracted nearly 7,000 visitors. Accessions include a 
charter (c.1277) of Berenger le Moyne, the builder of Barnwell Castle, recently found on a rubbish 
heap in north London. The transfer of thousands of wills of Northamptonshire folk from the 
14th century to 1857 from the probate registry at Birmingham to DeIapre Abbey is an event of 
outstanding importance to local historians. Curiously, one of the first wills to be noted by Mr. 
King was that of Thomas Arderon, a lodger in the precincts of Delapre Abbey, dated 5th October, 
1469. Mr. King also reports Jhe acquisition of micro-films of most of the Northamptonshire 
records in the Henry Huntington Library in California, notably those of Wollaston~ Mr. King 
remarks: "Though grateful to the present custodians for permission to photograph them, one 
can oruy regret that the originals of what are essentially documents of chiefly local interest and 
importance should have been allowed to stray so far away." 

An article on the history of Delapre Abbey since its foundation as a 
nunnery over eight centuries ago "will be found on p. 225 below. Mr. Pantin, who writes " or its 

" architectural development, has discovered that much more than was expected of the lay-out 
and walls of the original struCtUre can be traced in the existing building. It occurs to the present 
writer that the Abbey is a singularly interesting example of the gradual substitution of new for 
old to suit the " changing needs and habits of successive ages, while prese~ing evidence of the 

" whole story from the beginniDg, a "process which, in spite of an occasional VIolent breach with the 
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ROBERT AND THOMAS BRUDENELL 
Twin sons of Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Brudenell of Deene, and the two youngest members of the Northamptonshire Record 

Society. Thomas is standing on a ledge which makes him look taller than his brother; in fact they are the same height. 

past, is on the whole so typical of English life. Our American readers will note with interest that 
Sir Charles Hardy, squire of Delapre from 1749 to 1764, was for two years Governor of N ew York. 

The Record Society. We are delighted to welcome the Cache Genealogical Society 
of Utah, the University of Aberdeen, and Smith College, Northampton, Mass., U.S.A., as new 
institutional members. Our membership continues to grow and we shall soon have topped the 
700 mark, but with continued inflation and a sfatic subscription of one guinea, our numbers 
must be rapidly increased if we are not to lower the standard of our publications. Therefore we 
most cordially invite all our readers all over the world who can possibly do so to join the Society, 
for which a form of application for membership is enclosed. 

It remains to record our gratitude to our contributors, and to those generous leaders of 
local industry who have once again made possible the publication of this Journal by advertising 
in its pages. The editor is much indebted to Sir Owen Williams, Mr. George Freeston, Messrs. 
John Laing and Son, Ltd. and Mr. King for help over the illustrations of new road and old railway. 
The author of "Traveller's Tale" in our last issue offers her humble apologies to her American 
readers for placing Jamestown, Virginia, on the Potomac River, and Texas east of the Mississippi, 
forgetting that, though historians have the power of altering the past, it is dangerous to tamper 
with .geography. 
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I: . JACOBEAN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 1603-25 

ON 27 March : 1603, three days after Queen Elizabeth's death, J 000 Isham, ' afterwards the first 
baronet and then a student at the Middle Temple, wrote a letter, probably to his father, the 
blind squire of Lamport, in which he said: "I think you are not altogether ignorante of the newse 
of the death of'our good Queene, neither of the proclaiminge of our new King, a Prince of great 
hope; yet notwithstanding for better satisfaction of your minde I have sent you the proclamacion 
in printe."l Thomas Isham, the father, was the book-collector whose acquisitions made the 
Lamport library famous in later times, and he wrote not long afterwards, in a letter addressed 
to his son at the Spread Eagle in Fleet Street: "I have allreadie read our new King's book, God 
preserve him, and therefore neyther you nor your sister· need send one of them till they be 
cheaper, and so tell hir.,,2 Neither the proclamation nor this book, perhaps the Basilikon Doron of 
1599, can be traced in the library now; but it has a fine copy of the 1616 edition of The Workes 
of the Most High and Mighty Prince James, which was edited by another Northamptonshire man. 

J This was J ames Montagu, who became Bishop of Winchester in that same year and was a 
younger brother of Sir Edward Montagu of Boughton. 

By the time his collected works were published the king had become personally very well 
known in this part of the world. He first saw it when he stayed at Burghley on his way from 
Scotland to London by the Great North Road. After that, until 1624, whenever he made his 
progresses in this direction, he visited and revisited some of the great houses, especially Burghley, 
Kirby, Apethorpe, Castle Ashby, Grafton Regis, and Holdenby. At one or other of them he 
would meet his hounds, and .the fortunate of the neighbourhood would join him and his courtiers 
in their hunting and other diversions. They were splend~d occasions, memorable in the history 
of the county families for the honours and promotions which the king conferred in person.3 

Perhaps his most frequent resort here was Sir Anthony Mildmay's house at Apethorpe, where 
in 1614 he met his favourite, George Villiers for the first time; but he acquired a royal residence 
in the county when he bought Holdenby in .1608. 

The names of George Villiers, duke of Buckingham, and of Holdenby House, where 
King Charles I was held as a prisoner, point forward to the tragic events of the following reign. 
It is natural to think of the Jacobean age as the prelude to that great breakdown of the established 
ord~r, perhaps even as the period in which such bad mistakes were made ~nd so manyoppor
tunities were missed that a breakdown was inevitable, even before J ames died. Moreover the 
comparative tameness of this period of peace with all foreign powers is naturally contrasted 
with the adventure and romance of the first ' Elizabethan age. Thus in the common judgment 
. King James's reign appears doubly inglorious. No one denies that it had positive achievements 
to its ~redit, in Ireland and Virginia for instance, or, to take an example nearer home, in 

1 Isham Correspondence, 3489. 
2 Ibid. These excerpts were provided by Sir 

Gyles Isham. It is a special pleasure to acknowledge 
this kindness in a paper of which the substance was 
given in an address at Lamport Hall, on the last 

occasion when the Northamptonshire Record Society 
enjoyed Sir Gyles's hospitality and were still his 
tenants there. G.e. 

3 Many particulars are given in the four volumes 
of J. Nichols' Pr'Ogresses of James I (1828). 
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architecture, of which Northamptonshire has its share; but many people regard its good side 
as the sequel to the preceding period, and the subsequent calamities as the nemesis hurried on 
by James and his advisers. Actually this judgment rests on a number of unproved assumptions. 
As historians consider the problems of this time from the point of view of the contemporaries 
themselves, not of their predecessors and their successors, they are able to correct these 
assumptions. Regional and local information is relevant to this revision, and, as we shall see, 
the Northamptonshire Record Society's publications have contributed to it. 

There is one episode, the Midland Rising of 1607, which cannot be taken in isolation, 
without regard to what went before and after. It was first described by an American historian, 
the late Professor E. F. Gay, who investigated it in the course of his study of inclosures.4 

Afterwards new facts were added by Miss Wake, who examined the work of the local govern
ment authorities in maintaining law and order.5 It is clear that the purpose of the rioters was to 
throw down the new fences in places where arable land had been converted to pasture. When 
it was all over the government in a Proclamation declared that the outbreak was unprovoked 
by any famine or dearth of corn ('dearth' meaning not scarcity but dearness). This contention may 
have been untrue; at any rate the price of corn was high in the spring of 1607; and it does seem 
certain that the grievances were economic. The leader of the disturbances, John Reynolds, or 
Captain Pouch, said he was directed by the Lord. of Heaven; but in those days there was no 
other obvious way of expressing confidence and conviction, and this need not imply even an 
undercurrent of religious dissidence. The disturbances began near Kettering and spread 
quickly. In the first Proclamation, on 30 May, they were described as riots by night and day. 
There was no re¥ fighting. In the one recorded encounter, at Newton, a thousand (it was written) 
of these, peasants without firearms, were broken up and forty or fifty of them were killed. The 
victorious force was not one of soldiers, nor the militia (who showed great backwardness), nor even 
the posse comitatus, but an irregular body of horse and foot hastily got together from the 
neighbouring gentry and yeomanry and their servants, under the command of Sir Anthony 
Mildmay and Sir Edward Montagu. 

This was not the end. The disturbances spread to Warwickshire and Leicestershire, to 
Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. Many poor people were executed by 
martial law or by civil justice. By 24 July another Proclamation spoke of 'the late rebellion.' It 
offered pardon to all who would submit and confess before Michaelmas, and at Boughton there 
is a list of names of those who did so, 140 men and two women, illiterates who set their marks 
against the names. The government had needlessly blamed the county authorities for not using 
more force; but it had professed all along its willingness to remedy the evils of inclosure and 
depopulation. On 27 August a. commission of enquiry into these evils was issued, and in Sep
tember the commissioners made their returns for Northamptonshire, which were fuller and 
better than those for the other counties affected. 

One of the many- puzzles about the episode arises over this Commission. Although it 
did its work, nine judges solemnly resolved that it was against the law. 6 There are other puzzles 
more to our purpose. The rioters "termed themselves levelers." It has been supposed that this 

4. "The Midland Revolt and the Inquisitions of 
Depopulation of 1607" in Transactions of the Royal 
Historical Society, New Series xviii, 1904. 

5 The Montagu Musters Book, A.D. 1602-1623 
(Northamptonshire Record Society, vol. vii, 1935) 
pp. xlvi-xlix. 

6 The reasons are given in Coke, Reports (1738), 
xii. 31, under Trinity Term in the 5th year of King 
J ames. The first is that the commission was in the 
English language; the second appears equally 
pedantic; the third is that the commission was only 
to enquire " by which a man may be unjustly accused 
by perjury and have no remedy." 
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only referred to ,the levelling of fences, and had no connection with the social levellers of the 
Civil War period. There is some room for doubt here. It is not until later that the word .'leveller' 
is recorded as used in the social sense; but in at least one passage this had been approached. In 
The Fairi~ Queene Spencer tells us that Sir Artegall encountered a giant who promised to 'the 
vulgar' equality and uncontrolled freedom: he boasted , 

Therefore I will throw doune these mountains hie 
And make them level with the lowly plaine.7 

This poem wfl:S published in 1596. In that same year across the Northamptonshire border, in 
Oxfordshire, there was a conspiracy and a feeble attempt at a rising against inclosures. In the 
Proclamation of 28 June 1607 the government asserte~ that the oppressive indostires were 
done before King James's accession. Is it not probable that the discontents 'were also of old 
standing? There is a full contemporary account of J ames's journey from Scotland, and it contains , 
so many allusions to this subject (including the app~al of the fenmen who appeared on stilts at 
Burghley), that even the author of this piece of court intelligence would appear to have felt 
strongly about it.8 It may be therefore that the events of 1607 had subterranean -connections 
both with Elizabethan times and with those of Charles L 

The repression of 1607 was severe, and its effects may have been felt for many years, 
but we do not know how much resentment remained, ' or against whom it was directed. There 
is no evidence that anyone regarded the scene of the rising as a dangerous or disaffected country: 
the conveyance of Holdenby to th~ king was dated 1 February 1608.9 We know very little about 
the significance of these events in the making of opinion about public questions. In recent years 
there has been a brisk discussion among historians about the social aspects of the Great Rebellion, 
and especially about the rise or decline of the gentry or of some elements among them. Professor 
Tawney, Mr. Lawrence Stone, Professor Trevor-Roper, Professor Hexter and others have their 
conflicting theories of how, over the whole country, the vicissitudes of landowners contributed 
to the rise of religious and constitutional opposition to the Crown. For Northamptonshire we 
have some exceptionally clear inform'ation, but, instead of confirming any of these theories, 
it shows that the relation of the gentry, new or old, greater or lesser, to the growing national 
cleavages was far from simple. In the Oxfordshire trouble of 1596 two gentlemen were accused . 
of complicity. We have no parallel to that, but in 1618 another younger brother of Sir Edward 
Montagu, Sir Henry (by that time Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench) wrote that the rioters 
were 'stirred up by others,' We do not know who these others may have been, but it looks as if 
people of less humble station are indicated. It has been suggested that Sir Edward Montagu 
himself had some sympathy with those who suffered from inc1osu.res, because depopulation is 
said to have been touched upon in the Northamptonshire petition on behalf of ejected Puritan 
ininisters, which he, with Sir Richard and Sir Valentine Knightley, presented to the king in 
1604/5.10 The Knightleys, however, were depopulators, and, though Sir Edward Montagu was 
a 'member of the commission of 1607, Lord Zouche wrote after it had set 'to work, expressing 
'a feeling of your hurt' at the news that "poor Boughton's enclosures must also go down".11 So 

7 Book V, canto ii. By what must be at least a 
notable 'coincidence the rioters also called themselves 
"diggers," another name which re-appeared in the 
revolutionary period. 

8, His name was T. Millington. He does not appear 
to have written anything except this narrative, which 
il) printed in Nichols, vol. i. 

11 G. Baker, History .of the County of Northampton, i. 

(1822-30) 195. 
10 For references to the authorities on this petition 

and its consequences see S.R. Gardiner, History of 
England, ed. in ten volumes, i. (1905), 198. 

11 Historical Manuscripts Commission, Papers of 
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu (1900), p. 85. The editor 
dates the letters 1607 or 1608: it seems to have been 

. written in 1607 after July. 
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far as these two families are concerned there seems to have been a combination of inclosing 
activity with Puritanism or something like it, and of determination to maintain order and also to 
speak out -boldly on occasion to the king. 

This c~mbination of four different .elements can also be traced in other parts of the country; 
indeed it is familiar; but it would be rash to assume that the forty four-signatories to the petition 
all partook of it. Miss Finch's recent book in the Record Society's series draws attention to another 
and very different combination of which the Treshams afford the extreme example. They were 
"an ancient family of long-established . wealth and conservatIve traditions"; but Sir Thomas' 
Tresham, who died in 1605, was a Catholic recusant, with an expensive family to provide for, 
and a taste for building and lavish hospitality. After recounting the story of the Tresnams', in
closures, and their contests with their tenantry over rents, Miss Finch concludes that Sir Thomas's 
"private financial difficulties were . . . primarily responsible for the Levellers' rising of 1607 at 
Haselbech" and at Rushton.12 Her book makes a most welcome addition to our knowledge of 
these matters. Like Mr. Reginald Lennard's Rural Northamptonshire under the Commonwealth 
of 1916 it steadies the discussion of the larger issues, and it deserves to be very carefully weighed 
and considered. 

Sir Edward Montagu was not only a champion of divines who suffered for their Puritan 
opinions; he was also, later in his long life, as Lord Montagu of Boughton, a "bountifull patron" 
to Joseph Bentham, rector of Broughton, who .was ,sequestered from his living by the Long 
Parliament for his loyalty and conformity. Bentham, preaching "in the Lecture of Kettering" 
delivered a solemn pronouncement against Northamptonshire inclosures. For two reasons ' it 
seems best not to make use of it on the present occasion: it deserves a detailed analysis which no 
one seems yet to have made, and it was not published until ten years after the accession of Charles 
I. 13 But it reminds us that the clergy played a great part in formlng opinieri on all the public 
questions of the time, economic questions among them. In an important book Mr. Christopher 
Hill has assembled a mass of facts from an over the country which are relevant to the question 
how the opinions of the individual clergymen themselves on all subjects were related to their own 
material circumstances.14 Some of his instances of the pillaging of the church by lay patrons 
come from Northamptonshire, where, in. 1641, and we may presume in 1625 also, nearly half 
the livings were 'impropriate' which means, roughly speaking, that their emoluments were' at the 
disposal of the owners. For this reason, as also in consequence of inclosure and depopUlation, 
church buildings fell into neglect and dilapidation, of which the consequences may still be seen.15 

The emoluments of the clergy were curtailed in several different ways, and in this comity, we 
are told, the vicarages were 'commonly left so small and destitute, that -there is not sufficient 
means left to a minister to buy books and keep hospitality.,16 . 

No one"can reasonably doubt that there is some connection between 'ali this and the pre
paration of the great cleavages of opinion which ultimately led to revolution and civil war; but, 
even the few facts which we have picked out from among many suffice to prove that the relating of 

12 The Wealth of Five Northamptonshire Families 
1540-1640 (1956), pp. 72-87. ,' , . " 

13 The Christian Conflict (1635), p. 322. For 
Bentham see Dictionary of National Biography and 
A. G. Matthews, Walker Revised (1948), p. 276. Mr. 
Matthews was able in this book, but not in his 
Calamy :Revised (1934) to make use of the Rev. H. 
Isharo. . Longden's Northamptonshire and Rutland 
Clergy (Northamptonshire Record Society, 1938-43). 

14 Economic Problems of the Church from Archbishop 
Whit gift t6.t~e Long Parliament (1956). 

15 For Northamptonshire examples, ' most of which, 
however, belong to earlier periods of depopulation, 
see M. W. Beresford, The Lost Villages of England 
(1956). Mi~s Finch, on pp. 21-22 of her book giv~.s 
particulars for Lampor~. ' 

,1.6. Hill, p. 142. 
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economic interests to ecclesiastical opinions and constitutional policies is a complex and intractable 
business. Local knowledge is very valuable in such a study. It enables us to think in concrete terms, . 
not of impropriate rectories; but of Lamport and Rothwell, not Gf inclosures of so many hundred 
acres, bUf: of Rushton· and Haselbech, not of landowners but of identifiable Montagus and 
Knightleys and Treshams. In the last resort indeed, the problem of the origin of the Civil War 
is a problem in the history of ideas. Questions about what people thought and why they thought 
it are far more mysterious than questions of what they did, or even questions of what they meant 
to do. It is a raf .. e chance if we have a record,.or even a hint, of how an idea or an item of knowledge 
(ound its way into a man's mind. We should be wasting our time, for instance, if we speculated 
whether some spark from the Puritan tradition of the Knightleys lighted on a small boy who was 
the grandson of the rector at Fawsley when James I was king, and whether it kept alive through 
the long intellectual development which made him in the end not only a latitudinarian bishop, 
but one of the founders of the Royal Society.17 So far as it can be apprehended the essence of the 
history of ideas is in writing, and the central part of it is in books. We saw that the impoverished 
clergy of the seventeenth century could not afford to buy books. Our knowledge of Jacobean 
Northamptonshire would evidently gain in depth if we knew who did buy books, and what books, 
and 'who read them. 

This is a subject about which a good deal is known, and more can be collected. The 
Record Society's volume of the correspondence between Sir Justinian Isham and Brian Duppa 
shows how the owner of the Lamport library, two generations after it was formed, made use of 
it in his commerce of letters with a learned friend. There are other libraries in the county which 
go back to Jacobean times, such as that at Deene.18 There are library catalogues from which 
something can be inferred about the contents of some of these libraries at that time, for instance, 
that of $ir Thomas Brooke of Great Oakley in 1615. 

Besides the libraries in the great houses and the cathedral library at Peterborough there 
were more modest collections, the remnants of which deserve to be examined. The grammar 
schools had libraries: the Record Society has taken over that of Guilsborough, which contains 
sixt~enth and seventeenth century books. Some of the cl~rgy were not impoverished, and it is 
possible to discover something about their intellectual interests and attainments from the in
ventories of their possessions and from books which have found their way into the great national 
libraries. In Northampton, and on a smaller scale in the smaller market towns, there must have 
been theological and medical books, law-books, and pamphlets to be read and lent to neighbours. 
It has been magnificently said that in the seventeenth century England became the country of a 
book, and that book the Bible. A study of the Bibles in Northamptonshire would be worth making: 
it would include the wonderfuf Bible of King Charles I at Lamport. But there were many other 
books, and from their vestiges something could be reconstructed of Jacobean Northamptonshire 
as a commu,nity exchmging not only goods and services bpt thoughts. 

GEORGE CLARK. 

'17 See the lives of John Wilkins and John Dod in Earl of Cardigan, who reigned at Deene from 1606 
the Dictionary of National Biography. until 1663, but it contains books of earlier date. 

18 This library was formed, in the main, by the first 
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THE ROYAL ARMS OF QUEEN ELIZABETH I 

Discovered on the wall of a room at the Grange, Hargrave, near Wellingborough, 
during alteJ.1ations early in this century. The photograph here reproduced is kindly 
supplied by Mrs. Clara J. Newton. The Newton family farmed at the Grange (formerly 
the Priory) for several generations. The plaster was in a very fragile condition and it 
was not found possible to preserve the drawing. In the quater-centenary year of this 
great Queen's accession, we are glad to be able to publish this local example of a subject's 
loyalty. Queen Elizabeth I paid several visits to Northamptonshire, and restored the 

tombs of her ancestors in Fotheringay church. 

DINGLEY IN AUSTRALIA 

Mr. Eric Moorhead, assistant honorary librarian to the Royal Historical Society 
of Victoria, writes from Melbourne: 

"Between the Melbourne suburbs of Dandenong and Cheltenham there is at Dingley 
a picturesque little church, opened in 1876 by persons from Northamptonshire. 

Thomas Attenborough, who was born at Blakesley, Northamptonshire, in 1829, 
arrived here in August 1853, and settled at Dandenong, where he held various municipal 
positions. 

His sister, Mary Attenborough, came with him, and died in 1881. She erected the above 
church at her own cost, and left lands in the area. She 'embodied in deeds of active benevo
lence the religious belief she possessed.' . 

I have often visited the church on my walking tours. It is pretty, and at a very pic
turesque cross-roads, but is in dreary market-garden country. There is a rather worn brick 
building near by, which may have been her residence, but I presume that she lived at 
Dandenong, a few miles distant." 

217 
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DRAINING THE KILSBY TUNNEL 

J. c. Bourne del. et litho 

London and Birmingham Railway. Pumps for draining the Kilsby Tunnel, 1839. The 
construction of this tunnel was the greatest engineering difficulty encountered in the whole 

course of the railway, and cost three times the amount of the original estimate. 

"A PROPHECY ABOUT ROADE 

In a "Handbook for Travellers along the London and Birmingham Railway" 
published in 1839 at the price of 2/-, when the line had only been opened to traffic 
for a year, there is an interesting reference to the village of Roade. After describing 
the course of the line from London to Hanslope, the book proceeds: 

"About this spot we-leave the county of Buckingham and enter that of Northampton 
and, passing rapidly over a lofty embankment of about a mile in length, which divides the 
village of Ashton in two parts, shortly arrive at the Roade Station. 

The little village of Roade, which lies close to the railway, has suddenly been in
vested with all the bustle and activity of a town; and will, no doubt, enjoy increasing 
consequence and prosperity from its locality to this great line of communication. This 
is one of the numerous instances which could be adduced, of the great benefit which a 
Railway confers upon the towns near which it is formed; and amidst the changes which 
are "thus originated, many places that heretofore have been comparatively unknown will 
become towns of considerable extent."" 

_ Certainly the Simplex Works at Roade, employing many hundreds of workers, 
would not have gone there, had it not been for the railway. 



PAST AND PRESENT: OLD RAILWAY AN~ NEW ROAD IN THE MAKING, I. 

Photo by Major Hereward Wak!1 . 

THE NEW ROAD: BRIDGES ON THE COURTEENHALL-COLLINGTREE BOUNDARY 

The two bridges to carry the Northampton-Stony Stratford road over the new motor 
road near Collingtree : that on the right is in Courteenhall parish, that on the left in 
Collingtree. Access to the new road is given at this point. (See inside of back cover). 

With road-making very much in our minds in Northamptonshire at the 
present time, the allegorical manner in which the Prophet Isaiah used this age
old activity of man, which he hacJ obviously witnessed himself, is recalled to our 
memories as we watch the great new Motor Road being driven relentlessly across 
the landscape. For example:-

"Go through, go through the gates': prepare ye the way 
of the people; , . 

Cast up, cast up the highway, gather out the stones; 
,Lift up .a standard for the people." (Isaiah lxii, 10). 

And again:-

"The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
. 'Prepare ye the, way of the Lord" " 

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain 

and hill shall be made low; 
And the crooked shall be made straight, and the rpugh 

places plain.' " Ibid., xl, 3, 4. 
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OBITUARY 

Lt. General Sir John Btown 

it is with great regret that we have to record the death on April 4th, 1958, at the age of 
78, of Lt. General Sir John Brown, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., who will undoubtedly go down to 
history as one of Northamptonshire'S greatest sons. An architect by profession, he was surely by 
vocation a soJdier, for he had a most distinguished military career. He was born (as he died) in 
Northampton, and was educated at Magdalen College School, Brackley. H~ joined the 1st 
Volunteer (later the Territorial) Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment in 1901, and after 
distinguished service overseas in World War I, he held many important commands and ap
pointments at home. He was knighted in 1934 and retired with the rank of Lt. General in 1941, 
-"the most famous Territorial Army officer of his generation." 

His sterling character, modest and unassuming demeanour, his singularly gentle and 
persuasive manner, and his quiet sense of fun enabled him to exert great influence in all the 
many and varied causes for which he worked. He had a host of friends in all walks of life. He 
was a Vice-President of the Army Historical Association and a member of the Council of the 
Record S'ociety for many years. Northamptonshire Past and Present owes its existence to a well
timed suggestion from him. The following note by one of his friends appeared in The Times 
shortly after his death: 

"John Brown was a leader of men. He led soldiers successfully in the first \yar at battalion 
level .... In peacetime he led ex-service men and women as chairman of-the British Legion 
for a notable four years. When some pa.rticularly clever barrack-room lawyer or 'awkward 
squad' were after him at the British Legion annual conference, some friendly supporter 
would start singing 'John Brown's body lies amouldering in the grave, but his soul goes 
marching on,' and the whole body of two or three thousand delegates would take up the 
refrain and sing the rebels out of court. He spoke English with the strongest Northampton
shire accent, which surprised the Army Council, but endeared him to the rank and file. 
There never was a more unorthodox general or a more beloved figure among his men." 

Sir John's services for the army as Deputy Director-General of the Territorial Army and 
Deputy Adjutant-General (T) were outstanding. Locally he was the servant of all good causes 
and the Northampton hospitals, the Church Lads Brigade, the Y.M.C.A., Toc H, the Repertory 
Theatre, the Ladies Club and many other organizations owe a great deal to the time and attention 
which he gave to their affairs. One hopes that a full biography will be written of one "who so 
well deserved the thanks of his fellow men." 

Mrs. Howard Parkes 

Mrs. Howard Parkes of Grendon, Knysna, Cape Province, who died earlier this year had 
been a member of our Society for over 25 years. Her home in S. Africa was named after her 
native village of Grendon in this County. She followed with the keenest interest the battle for the 
restoration of the iand devastated by iron ore working, and no-one was better pleased at its 
successful outcome. In 1950 we printed her description of her visit to a colony of Northampton
shire settlers in Natal. In her the. Society has lost a valued member and faithful friend who never 
lost touch with the county of her birth. 
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LORD MONTAGU'S DIRECTIONS FOR HIS SON l 

THE first Lord Montagu of Boughton was a substantial Northamptonshire squire of the third 
generation, the family fortunes having been largely made by his grandfather, Sir Edward Montagu, 
the Lord Chief Justice, who settled at Boughton in the reign of Henry VIII. 2 When Lord 
Montagu drew up his instructions in 1621 he was nearly 60 years old, and was just about to 
acquire his peerage. His first wife had died in 1611 leaving only a daughter, and so he had promptly 
married again. He tells us that either by the first or the second wife he had had two sons who 
had died young, before Edward was born in 1616. This third son survived the first few dangerous 
years, and by 1621 it looked as if there would be an heir to carry on the line. As he was now an 
old man, Sir Edward thought it his duty to draw up a memorandum to guide his son's footsteps 
after his death,-though i,n fact the exercise was superfluous since he lived till 1644.3 

This compilation of instructions to a son was a favourite literary exercise among the 
aristocracy and greater gentry of the late 16th and early 17th centuries. There was usually a 
good deal of common form about these documents, and even downright plagiarism, most com
monly from Lord Burghley's advice to his son, which was first circulated in manuscript and was 
published in 1618.4 Some fathers, indeed, did not hesitate to try to impress their offspring by 
copying out Lord Burghley's maxims almost word for word and passing them off as the fruits 
of their ripe wisd,om and experience.5 . 

Polonius's' famous speech is of course a satirical version of the more prosy of these 
instructions. For the most part the tone of these documents grates harshly. on the sensibilities 
of the twentieth century. After a pious preamble about the virtues of public and private devotions, 
they turn with relish to cynical and crafty advice about how to get on in the world. Their concern 
is with self-advancement, and tlie methods advocated are based on a universal distrust which 
embraces wives, children, friends and servants. Though tempered by remnants of the medieval 
doctrines of fair treatment of tenants and the maintenance of generous hospitality, the general 
impression is one of fairly ruthless acquisitiveness. 

The contrast between the advice of Lord Montagu and those of his contemporaries is 
quite startling. In the first place, the whole document is a mass of biblical quotations and the 
piety is obvious and intense. It looks a~ if King James were understating the case when in the 
same year he complained that Sir Edward "smelt a little of Puritanism."6 The interesting thing 
about Montagu's religious zeal is that it drove him in a consciously anti-acquisitive direction. 
"Travayle not too much to be rich," he advises. However, it should not be supposed that this 
was a general opinion among those of puritan inclinations, as we can see if we turn to the bulky 
memorandum drawn up sixteen years before by Sir William Wentworth for the benefit of his 
son, the future Earl of Strafford.7 Montagu preferred loyal tenants to 10,000 sheep-evidently 
a sly dig at his neighbour, the first Lord Spencer-and urged that they should be treated with 

1 I am very grateful to the Duke of Bucc1euch for 
permission to examine and publish this document 
from his collection at Boughton House (North 
Colonnade, shelf 13). 

2 He bought the manor of Boughton in 20 Henry 
VIII (Bridges' Northants, 11, p. 349). 

3 For a vivid character-sketch of Lord Montagu, 
see Joan Wake, The Montagu Musters Book, 1602-23, 
(1935), N.R.S. Vol. VII, pp. xxi-xxiii. 

4 F. Peck, Desiderata Curiosa, (1732) I, 1, pp. 63.: 
66. 

5 e.g. Sir Peter Leicester, Sir John Oglander, and 
the Earl of Derby (Lancs. & Ches. Ant. Soc. Trans., 
LXII, 1950-51, pp. 68-72; C. Aspinall-Oglander, 
Nunwell Symphony, 1945, pp. 47-49; Stanley Papers, 
Ill, vol. iii (Chetham Soc., LXX, 1867), pp. 42-47. 

6 H.M.C. Buccleuch (Whitehall) MSS, I, p. 255. 

7 Sheffield Central Library, Wentworth Wood
house MS~, Stratford MSS 40/1. I am indebted to 
the Earl Fi'tzwilliam and the Trustees of the Went
worth Woodhouse Settled Estate to quote from this 
document. 
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generosity. Wentworth thought that "notwithstanding all their fawneinge & flatterye they seldom 
love there landlord in their harts," and advised his son to curb them by keeping them all on yearly 
tenancies at will -rather than on leases. In marrying, Montagu put goodness before goods; 
Wentworth'thought that "A good portion makes hir the better, & manie tymes not the prouder," 
while Francis Osborne, whose Advice to a Son was a "best:-seller" -- running to. seven editions in 
two years, flatly advised against marriage with a "solitary, that is unendowed, beauty."8 

While there is a good deal in common between the views of Montagu and those of his 
'contemporaries, there is no doubt whatever that the emphasis is significantly shifted. On some 
issues he is Curiously old-fashioned. All parents advised against getting into debt as an act of 
economic follY; but Lord Montagu evidently, regarded usury as downright wicked. Indee~ 
twenty-one years later he speculated whether the rumblings of Civil War were not a re~ult of -
allowing this evil to stalk the land.9 In this ).ntimate family document, therefore, we can see into 
the mind ,of one to whom religious principle was the guiding factor in his life and whose views 
on economic behaviour ran directly counter to the prevailing trend of the early 17th century. 
The 1st, Lord Montagu was an anachroni~m in his own day, but he makes an oddly att,ractive 
figure in the eyes of posterity. " '. 

LAWRENCE STONE. 

DIRECTIONS FOR MY SONNE 

[Note :-Lord Montagu carefully revised his original text by both deletions and 
additions. His deletions are printed in italics and his additions are given in square 
brackets with a ,small "a" above the line. The punctuation has been modernised.] 

, My Sonne, God of his grace gave you me in myne old age when others 
thought to have possessed myne estate. 

He made me , Thankfull as the greatest earthly blessinge he could have 
bes~owed on me [you serving and Fearing him.a] , 

He hath made you a Child of good'Hopes: The Lord disappoynt me not of my 
hope (Psa. 119, 116). 

As the First son to succeede my Father who had an elder then myselfe, so he 
hath chosen you to guarde me who had two elder before you: It makes you truly 
thankfull. ' 

You are distended10 of worthy auncestors. I accomted themallways my 
greatest Glory. So do you. And as you possesse there landes, so Imitate there 
vertues, and you shall 'be the crowne of them. Hehath statedll you in the midst 
of the land; place him in the midst of your Hearte ' That he may' continually 
dwell therein. " 

First seeke the Kingdome of God and his Righteousness (Mat. 6, 33). 

In all your Actions lett Equity, the Rule of our Saviour Jeshus Ghriste 
(Matt.7, 12) be your Rule, knowing that with what measure soever you shall 
meete the same shall be measured to you agayne. 

He hath made you a 'Landlord of many -tenantes; Counte that a greater 
blessing then if he had made you ' a master of ten thousande <?f sheepe. ' 

A man's liffe standeth' not in his Riches (Luke 12, 15); Know you are but 

8 F. Osbome, Advice to a son, 5th ed., 1656, p. 51. 11 i.e. "estated." His estates lay in the midland 
county of Northampton. 9 H.M.C. Buccleuch MSS, I, p~ 292~ , 

10 sic. 
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a Steward and must make an accoume of the usage of your teAantes [and 
estatea]. 

Place theirfore Freely Resident Conscionable mini~ters over them to 
Instruct there sou1es. Be moderate in taking of Fines, and sparing in raysing 
of Rentes, That they may have cause both to pray and prayse God For you. 

Shun altogether oppression; that maketh a wise man mad. (Eccli. 7, 9).12 

Travyle not too much to be Rich (Pro. 23, 4). 

The blessing of the lord yt maketh Rich and he doth add no sorrowe with 
yt. (Pro. 10, 22). 

God continuewing his blessinges uppon me I shall leave you when you are 
of Full yeares your principall house Furnished oute of debt and withoute charge. 

Therefore if you use moderacion you shall have no · cause to come in 
debte unlesseyt be For your Marriage, which your Fines will pay and putt so 
much in your pursse as may Stock your groundes. 

Nether shall you neede to become a borrower, who is allways a servaunt 
to the lender (Pro. 22, 7). 

I pray God you may avoyde yt, but if necessity so require, in no case of 
your countreymen.13 So shall you be the more free in Executing of Justice 
and avoyde many upbraydinges. 

He ~hat hateth suertyship is sure (Pro. 11, 15). 

Left me lay that charge uppon you, it was my Father's to me. That 
answer will putt by many Importuninges. 

Be diligent to know your estate (Pro. 27, 23). 

Be not wastefull, For he that Regardeth not small thinges shall fall by 
little and little (Eccles.). 

He that is greedy of gayne trobleth his owne soule (Pro.). 

Receyve therefore no giftes to corupt you. 

Carry your selfe with due respect to all men but depend on no man. 

In your marriage looke after goodnes Rather then goodes; yet disparage 
not your selfe, nether match higher then your owne degre.14 

. Reade Cursorilye as many bookes as you will, but spend ' your Study 
uppon Few. 

There is no end of Giving of Rules. For your Religious and Civill carriage 
Study well Salomons workes ' wherein in your youth you have been well 
Instructed. 

Committ your ioyes unto the Lord, And he will direct your thoughtes. 

To him t committ you, And his blessinges be uppon you. 

12 Jan. 1620 
Edward Montagu 

12 sic: recte 7, 7. . U This di;ection is underlined in the original. 
13 i.e., those of your own county. 
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ADMIRAL SIR CHARLES HARDY (1716-1780) 
Governor of New York from 1755 to 1757, and owner of Delapre Abbey from 1749 to 1764. 

THE OYSTER TRADE 

Across the wintry Midland plain we drove 
Towards Northampton Town: the treasure trove 
We sought was oysters, but the merchant said 
He'd none to offer. It was a chancy trade. 
He instanced the long distance from the coast 
And transport charges, heavier than most. 
So back we went, and turned along a lane 
To Cosgrove, one small village in this plain. 
Here archaeologists with trowel and spade 
Exposed a Roman villa: they'd displayed 
. A floor, the hypocaust and smoke-stained flues 
That warmed the tiles beneath a Roman's shoes. 
And-tribute to the transpo'rt of his day-
The oyster shells some gourmet threw away ! 

Reproduced by kind permission of Punch HILDA BODEN, May 7th, 1958 

This distressing lapse on the part of our County town is all the more extraordinary, 
since, according to an ancient local proverb: "The Mayor of Northampton opens 
Oysters with his Dagger." Editor. 
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