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THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD SOCIETY 
(FOUNDED IN 1920) 

DELAPRE ABBEY, NORTHAMPTON 

President: 
Sir George Clark, D.LITT., F.B.A. 

Chairman of Council: 
Hon. S f(.p-etary: S. L. Elbome, Esq., M.A. Hon. ~reasurer: 
Miss Joan Wake Water Newton 

Wansford, Peterborough 
C. E. G. Mumby, Esq., M.A. 

3 Spencer Parade, 
Northampton 

Hon. M.A. Oxon., P.S.A., P.R.rust.S. 

Delapre Abbey, Northampton 
. AIMS AND OBJECTS 

The objects of the Society are the furtherance of the science of history and of historical 
literature by the publication of historical records relating to Northamptonshire, and the 
stimulation of interest in historical studies by exhibitions, lectures, etc. 

MEMBERSHIP 
THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, which has not been raised in thirty-eight years, is ONE GUINEA 

only. This entitles members to free copies of publications issued for the period in respect of 
which they have subscribed and the right to attend meetings and lectures. Forms of membership 
are enclosed herewith. 

THE PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY 
are on sale at the following prices to members and non-members. (It is possible in some cases to supply 
second-hand copies of out-of-print volumes). Please apply to the Hon. Secretary, Delapre Abbey, 
Northampton,from whom also afull descriptive list with extracts from reviews can be obtained postfree. 

Vol. I "Quarter Sessions Records of the County of Northampton, A.D.1630, 1657, 
1657-8." Edited by Joan Wake. Introduction by S. A. Peyton. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 
Volume for 1921-22. (Out of Print). 

Vol. 11 "The Book of Fees of Henry of Pytchley." (1086-1415). Edited by W. T . 

Vol. III 

Vol. IV 

Vol. V 

Vol. VI 

Vol. VII 

Vol. VIII 

Vol. IX 

Mellows. £1.10.0, £1.17.6. Volume for 1923-24. 
"Musters, Beacons, Subsidies, etc., in the County of Northampton, 158~ 
1623." Edited by Joan Wake. Introduction by John E. Morris. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 
Volume for 1925. (Out of Print). 

"Facsimilies of Early Charters from Northamptonshire Collections." 
Edited by F. M. Stenton. £1.10.0, £1.17.6. Volume for 1926-27. 
"The Earliest Northamptonshire Assize Rolls, A.D. 1202 and 1203." Edited 
by Doris M. Stenton. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1928-29. 
"Kettering Vestry Minutes." Edited by S. A. Peyton. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume 
for 1930-31. 
"The Montagu Musters Book, A.D.1602-1623." Edited by Joan Wake. £1.1.0, 
£1.5.0. Volume for 1932-33. . 
"Wellingborough Manorial Accounts, A.D. 1258-1323." Edited by Frances 
M. Page. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1934-35. (Out of Print). 

"Peterborough Local Administration. Guild Charters and Churchwardens' 
Accounts, A.D. 1100-1572." Edited by W. T. Mellows. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume 
for 1937. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY-CONTD. 

Vol. X "Peterborough Local Administration. Feoffees' Accounts, A.D. 1614-74." 
Edited by W. T. Mellows. £1.1.0, £1.5 .. 0' Volume for 1936. 

Vol. XI "Sessions Rolls of Northamptonshire Supervisors and Keepers of the 
Peace, A.D. 1314-1320." Edited by Marguerite Gollancz. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. 
Volume for 1938. 

Vol. XII "The Last Days of Peterborough Monastery." Edited by W. T. Mellows. 
£1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1940. 

Vol. XIII "The Foundation of Peterborough Cathedral, A.D. 1541." Edited by W. T. 
Mellows. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1939. (Out of Print). 

Vol. XIV "A Descriptive List of the Printed Maps of Northamptonshire, A.D. 1576 
-1900." By Harold Whitaker. £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1947. 

Vol. XV "Sir Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals." Edited by Lewis C. Loyd and Doris 
Mary Stenton. A few copies of this important book are on sale to members only, at 
the special price of £3.3.0. Volume for 1941-42. 

Vol. XVI "The Book of William Morton, Almoner of Peterborough Monastery, 
1448-1467." Edited by P. I. King and C. N. L. Brooke. (This is an "Anthony 
Mellows Memorial" Volume). £1.1.0, £1.5.0. Volume for 1952-53. 

Vol. XVII "The Correspondence of Bishop Brian Duppa and Sir Justinian Isham, 
1650-1660." Edited by Sir Gyles Isham, Bart., with a preface by Sir George 
Clark. £1.5.0, £1.10.0. Volume for 1950-51. . 

Vol. XVIII "Elizabethan Peterborough." Edited with an Introduction by W. T. Mellows 
and Daphne H. Gifford. (An "Anthony Mellows Memorial" Volume). £1.1.0, 
£15.0. Volume for 1943-44. 

Vol. XIX "The Wealth of Five Northamptonshire Families, 1540-1640," by Mary E. 
Finch, with an Introduction by Professor H. J. Habakkuk. £1.5.0, £1.10.0. Volume 
for 1954-55. 

Northamptonshire Past and Present, Volume I 1948-1953 
The Journal of the Northamptonshire Record Society, 
bound in red cloth, complete with index, price to members, 
£1.10.0.; to non-members, £1.15.0. 

A fascinating illustrated miscellany of articles on such topics as ·the ancestry of village crosses, 
inclosures, Cromwell's Master of the Horse, turnpike roads, Archbishop Chiche1e, justices of the 
peace, local bell-founders and stone-carvers, eighteenth century elections, and lord lieutenants. 

Northamptonshire and Rutland Clergy, A.D. 1500-1900 
with Corrigenda and Addenda to 1930, by Henry Isham 
Longden. With complete Indexes of Persons, Places and 
Subjects and Biographies of over 14,000 Clergy. In Sixteen 
Volumes bound as Six for Twelve Guineas (£12.12.0) the Set. 
"It is possible, indeed, to trace the ecclesiastical history of the diocese of Peterborough by a 

diligent and comparative study of these biographies. All the various and changing types of Anglican 
churchmanship may be traced . . . Social and educational changes find ample illustration in these 
volumes ... The entire contents of his volumes are sufficient evidence of [Mr. Longden's] untiring 
zeal, diligence, and industry. It is much to be regretted that he did not live to see the complete 
publication of his studies." Norman Sykes in the English H~storical Review. 
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INSTITUTIONAL MEMB-ERS OF THE SOCIETY 

EUROPE 
ENGLAND 

AlIen, A. H., & Co. (Engineers) Ltd., 
Northampton. 

AlI Souls' College, Oxford 
Society of Antiquaries of London 
Amold Bros., (Northampton) Ltd. 
Ashby, E. J. -& R. S., F.V.I., Northampton 
Ashby Estate;o;Ltd. 
Banbury Public Library 
Barker, A. & Sons, Ltd., Earls Barton 
Bedfordshire County Library 
Berry Bros. & Bagshaw, Kettering 
Billingham & Son, Northampton _ 
Birkbeck College, University of London 
Birmingham Public Libraries 
Birmingham U nivers~o/ Library. . 
Bristol & Gloucestershire Archaeologtcal SOCIety 
Bristol University Library 
Buckinghamshire County Library 
Burnham Son & Lewin, Wellingborough 

) Chamberlain W. W. & Sons, Higham Ferrers 
The City Press, Northampton 
The Courtauld Institute of Art 
Dalkeith Press Ltd., Kettering 
East Haddon Hall School 
Society of Genealogists 
Gotch, -Saunders & Surridge, Kettering 
Guildhall Library, London 
Hammersmith Public Libraries 
Higham Ferrers & District Historical Society 
Hull University Library 
Huntingdonshire County Library 
Inner Temple Library, London . . 
Institute of Historical Research (U mversIty of 

London) 
John Rylands Library, Manchester 
Kettering Grammar School 
Kettering High School 
Kettering Public Library ._ . 
King's School, Peterborough -
Lamb and Holmes, Kettering 
Leeds University Library 
Leicester City Libraries 
Leicester County Archives Department 
Leicester University College Library 
Lincoln City Public Library 
Parts of Lindsey County Library 
Liverpool City Public Libraries 
Li~erpool University Library 
The London Library 

- England-continued 
London School of Economics & Political Science 
Library of the University of London 
Magdalen College School, Brackley 
Manchester Public Libraries 
Manchester University 
Merchant Venturers, The Society of 
New College, Oxford 
Northampton Business & Professional Women's 

Club 
Northampton Central Townswomen's Guild 
Northampton Grammar School for Girls 
Northampton Grammar School 
Northampton High School 
Northampton Public Library 
Northampton Technical High School 
Northamptonshire County Council 
Northamptonshire C~llD:ty Library . . 
Northamptonshire Pnntmg and Publishing Co. 
Nottingham Central Public Library 
Nottingham University Library 
Oundle School 
Overstone School 
Oxford City Libraries 
Oxfordshire County Library 
Paten & Co. (Peterborough), Ltd. 
Dean and Chapter of Peterborough 
Peterborough Museum Society 
Peterborough Public Library 
Public Record Office, London 
Raunds History Society 
Reading University Library 
Royal Historical Society 
Rugby Public Library 
Rushden Public Library 
Sheffield Central Library 
Sheffield University Library 
Soroptomist Club of Northampton 
Temple Reading Room, Rugb~ School 
University College, London, LIbrary of, 
Wellingborough Grammar School 
Wellingborough County High School 
Wellingborough-Public Library 
City of Westminster Public Libraries 
The Historical Society, Whittlebury 

School, Towcester 
Charles H. Wicksteed & Co., Kettering Ltd. 
Wilson & Wilson, Kettering 

SCOTLAND 
Aberdeen University Library 
St. Andrews University Library 
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Institutional Members-continued 

Europe-continued 

SCOTLAND-continued 
Edinburgh University Library 
Glasgow University Library 

WALES 
Swansea College, University of Wales 
Aberystwyth College, University of Wales 

DENMARK 
Royal Library of Copenhagen 

SWEDEN 
Lund University Library, Sweden 

AFRICA 
The Government Archives of the Union of 

South Africa, Pretoria 

AMERICA 
CANADA 

Toronto University Library 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA · 
Boston Public Library 

. Brown University Library , 
Cache County Public Library, Logan, Utah 
Cache Genealogical Society, Utah 
California University General Library 
Chicago University Library 
Cleveland Public Library 
Columbia University Library 
Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 
Conne~ticut University (Wilbur Cro~s Library) 
Cornell University Library 
Duke University Library 
Emory University Library, Georgia 
St. Edwards University Library, Texas 
Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, D.C. 
Genealogical Society of Utah 
General Theological Seminary, New York 
Harvard University Law -School Library 
Lihrary of Harvard College 
Haverford College Library 
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United States-continued 

Library of Johns Hopkins University 
Henry E. Huntington Library 
Indiana University 
Illinois University Library 
Iowa State University 
Public Library of the City of Los Angeles 
Library of the University of Michigan 
Library of the University of Minnesota, 

Minneapolis . 
Missouri University Library 
Newberry Library, Chicago 
New England Historical and Genealogical 

Society 
New York Historical Society 
New York Public Library 
Northampton County Historical and Genea-

logical Society 
Notre Dame University Library, Indiana 
Pennsylvania Historical Society 
Pennsylvania University Library 
Smith College, Northampton, Mass. 
Stanford University Library 
Tennessee State Archives and Library 
Texas University Library 
Virginia Historical Society, Richmond 
Virginia State Library 
Washington University Library 
Wisconsin University Library 
Yale University Library 

ASIA 
The University, Hong Kong 

AUSTRALASIA 

AUSTRALIA 
Commonwealth of Australia National Library 
Sydney University Law School Library,N.S.W. 
Victoria Public Library, Melbourne, Victoria 

NEW ZEALAND 
Alexander-Turnbull Library, Wellington 



MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS FOR SALE 
THE following books, pamphlets, and offprints of articles of Northamptonshire interest are now 
offered for sale at the prices quoted, which include postage. Apply Hon., Secret;Uy, Northamp
tonshire Record Society, De1apre Abbey, Northampton. 
Royal Archaeological Institute. Report of the Summer Meeting at Northampton, 1953, with plans 
and illustrations, Ss. 5d. 

This ihteresting volume amOlmts to a guide to a high proportion of the most important objects of archi
tectural and archaeo]ogical interest in Northamptonshire. Articles by W. H. Godfrey, Joan Evans, 
E. C. Rouse, J. F. Webb, C. A. R. Rildford, Margaret Whinney and other eminent authorities on the 
Northampton churches, St. John's Hospital, the Sessions House, and Abington Abbey, in the borough; 
and, in th~ county, on Althorp, Cottesbrooke HaJ], Brockhall, Drayton House, Castle Ashby, Boughton 
House, Lamport Hall and Rectory, Deene Park, Kirby Hall, Courteenhal1 House and School, and 
Easton Ne§ton; the churches at Great Brington, Cottesbrooke, Lowick, Higham Ferrers, Rushden, 
Earls Barton, Rothwell, Brixworth, Lamport and Deene; also on Jesus Hospital, Rothwell, the Chichele 
bui]dings at Higham Ferrets, the Tresham buildings at Lyveden: Rushton, and Rothwell, Geddington 
Cross, Hunsbury Hill, Bury Mount at Towcester, and a note on the monuments in Warkton Church. 

By Frank Lee: , 
A New Theory of The Origins and Early Growth of Northampton, reprinted from the Archaeo
logical Journal, (1954). Is. 8d. 

An elaboration of an extremely interesting and convincing theory of the gradual development of the 
borough in an easterly direction, governed by the position of the river crossings. With plan and diagrams. 

Edited with Introductions by W. T. Mellows and A. Bell: 
The Peterborough Chronicle of Hugh Candidus with La Geste de Burch, (1949). 15s. 10d. 

The publication of this important 12th century chronicle was welcomed by scholars. The text is based 
on the 17th century transcript of the (earliest) version in the Peterborough cartu]ary which was 
destroyed in the Cotton Library fire of 1731, collated with the 13th and 14th century versions still 
surviving. 
La Geste de Burch is a medieval. (late 13th centUIY?) translation in verse of part of Hugh Candidus's 
Chronicle. The present text is based on Joseph Sparke's printed edition of 1723, (the original having 
perished) and is here given with notes and a prose translation. 

By R. M. Serjeantson: . . 
Reprints of the following articles: The Origin and History of the de Senlis Family, Grand 
Butlers of France and Earls of Northampton and Huntingdon (1913) Is.; The Hospital of St. 
Thomas, Northampton (1909), 6d.; A Medieval Legend of St. Peter's, Northampton (1907) 6d. 

By Mona Clyde Clinch: . 
The Story of Blisworth (1939). Ss. 7d. 

This is 'an admirable historical account of an interesting village. 

By.Joan Wake: 
A Northamptonshire Rector,' Life of Henry Isham Longden, Scholar, Sportsman, Priest (1859-1942). 
Reprinted from Northants and Rutland Clergy, Vol. XV, with 18 illustrations and a bibliography 
of H. I. Longden's works. (48 pp., 1943). Ss. 5d. 

An account of a country parson, with three great interests in life. His magnum opus is Northamptonshire 
and Rutland Clergy, 1500-1900, in 15 vols. bound as six. (See p. v above). 

Northamptonshire Records, reprinted from Speculum, the Journal of the Medieval Academy of 
America, for April, 1958. (7 pp. Is.2d.) 

A paper read before the Academy at Cambridge, Mass., in 1957, describing what the records are, and 
why, how and where such as survive have been preserved. ' 

St. Peter . .. himself a Married Man (1943). Reprinted, with five illustrations, from Vol. XIV 
of Northants and Rutland Clergy. Is. 2d. 

This gives a short account of the history of the marriage of the clergy in the Church of England, with 
some notes on Northamptonshire clergy, ~eir wives and families, particularly the Walkers of 
Great Billing. 

Northampton Vindicated, or Why The Main Line missed the Town (1935) 2s. 4d. 
A correction of an oft-repeated libel on the town of Northampton. 

) 

Guide to an Exhibition illustrating the History of Local Government (1951) Is. 2d. 
With historical notes. This pamphlet might be useful to teachers of the history of local administration 
in Northamptonshire. 
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209 
NOTES AND NEWS 

WE send greetings from the Northamptonshire Record Society to our readers all over-the world. 
It is just on three years since the Society started its campaign to save Delapre Abbey, not 
only as a beautiful old country house of great architectural interest close to Northampton, the 
loss of which would for ever after have been deplored, but for a very useful purpose. It is 
therefore with great pleasure that we announce-to our readers that during 1958 the repairs to the 
building and its adaptation as the Northamptonshire Record Office and headquarters of this 
Society have been completed at a cost of roughly £20,000. The work has passed the scrutiny of 
the Ministry of Works and the Local Authorities, and the building is now a pleasure to look at, 
inside and out. For this the credit is due to Mr. DavidNye of David Nye and Partners, the 
architect to the trustees of the Delapre Repair Fund, to Messrs. Simcock and Usher, builders, 
of Northampton, their foreman, Mr. H~nson, and their employees who worked with a will from 
start to finish. The Historic Buildings Council of the Ministry of Works and the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings have given every help and encouragement all the way through, 
and we are grateful to the Northamptonshire County Council and to the Borough Council for 
their friendly co-operation. 

Most sincerely do we thank the Ministry of Works and the Pilgrim Trust for their sub
stantial grants, and each and .all of our many hundreds of subscribers and helpers all over the 
country and overseas, for their interest and wonderful generosity which has ensured success. 
Our only and very great regret is that our late President, the Marquess of Exeter, K.G., and 
Alderman Frank Lee, both of whom had the matter so very much at heart, have not lived to see 
the project carried to its conclusion. 

The ttan fer of the records-some fifty tons of them-and of the 5,000 books in the 
Society's library from Lamport Hall to Delapre Abbey was accomplished between October 7th 
and November 5th, but it will be some months before everything is properly arranged. However, 
students can now be admitted. This was a great feat, for which Mr. King and his staff and Mrs. 
William Hubbard are to be congratulated. The Official Opening will take place on May 9th, 
after which date the more interesting parts of the house will be open to the public on regular days. 

The work to be carried on at Delapre is not, as some people seem to think, the mainte ance 
of a charnel-house for dead sheepskins, but as useful and lively an instrument of education and the 
advancement of learning as will be found anywhere in Northamptonshire. We shall now have one 
well-placed, well-equipped and properly staffed centre for historical study and original research 
to serve the whole of the Shire,-in fact, a Local Record Office on th~ general lines recommended 
after exhaustive inquiry in the Reports of the Parliamentary Committee of 1902 and of the Royal 
Commission on Local Records of 1919. Nearly -forty years of experience has done nothing-but 
increase our conviction of the soundness of those recommendations on the grounds of efficiency, 
economy, accessibility for official reference, and usefulness to the historian. It may well be that 
our own and the similar .schemes already in operation at Lincoln and Durham will indicate the 
true line of advance for the future. 

We hope that full advantage will be taken by an ever-widening section of the public of the 
facilities at Delapre, provided not only by the Local Authorities through their joint Archives 
Committee, but by the many owners and custodians whose public spirit in making their records 
thus available to scholars cannot be too highly praised. Great additions to our knowledge of the 
past shoUld now be possible. 

We cannot refer to the move to Delapre without expressing the tremendous gratitude 
which- we all feel to Sir Gyles Isham -for having provided a home for the Record SoCiety 
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and for the records for the last eleven yearsat Lamport Hall. We are sure that no such 
Society has ever had the privilege of working in a more beautiful room than his library, furnished as 

" it is with books collected by the Ishams during four centuries, of which he gave us the unrestricted 
use. Melll:bers will remember with particular pleasure Sir Gyles's hospitality to the Society on 
the occasi~n of our annual meetings. 

The new motor road. As a new era in the world's history was begun by the intro
duction of railways, so the stupendous changes of the last fifty years can be traced in the main 
to the inventi0n of the internal combustion engine. The great new motor road to the north now 
under construction across Northamptonshire is history being written before our eyes-past, 
present, and future all in one. Nothing like it has been seen since the Romans made the Wading 
Street, which also crosses our County. On our cover is seen the new road in Milton parish at 
the point where it Win pass under the railway line between NQrthampton an~ Blisworth with " 
the old road to Towcester carried over it on a new bridge just beyond. We are much obliged to 
Messrs. John Laing and Son, the contractors, for permission to use this photograph which was 
taken from a helicopter on September 26th, 1958, by Mr. John Holden. On page 218 below and 
inside our back cover will be found pictures of " the London and Birmingham Railway under 
construction 130 years ago, for comparison with further photographs of the new road by Major 
Hereward Wake to whom our thanks are due. It is planned to complete the stretch from St. 

J Albans to Yorkshire in under two years-a great feat of engineering, with its monster machines 
and its minimum of man-power, impressive, exciting, and with a ruthless sort of beauty of its 
own. But not, we venture to think; such a marvellous feat as the construct~on of the 120 miles 
of railway from London to Birmingham with its many bridges, its miles of immense cuttings, 
its long tunnels and high embankments, when every square foot of earth and stene had to be 
moved, by hand, and which was completed in four years and three months. 

The Northamptonshire Record Office. In spite of the inevitable interruption 
of about three months caused by the move to Deiapre, some excellent work has been accomplished 
since our last issue. The exhibition on the history of "local transport by road, river, canal and " 
railway held in Northampton last February attracted nearly 7,000 visitors. Accessions include a 
charter (c.1277) of Berenger le Moyne, the builder of Barnwell Castle, recently found on a rubbish 
heap in north London. The transfer of thousands of wills of Northamptonshire folk from the 
14th century to 1857 from the probate registry at Birmingham to DeIapre Abbey is an event of 
outstanding importance to local historians. Curiously, one of the first wills to be noted by Mr. 
King was that of Thomas Arderon, a lodger in the precincts of Delapre Abbey, dated 5th October, 
1469. Mr. King also reports Jhe acquisition of micro-films of most of the Northamptonshire 
records in the Henry Huntington Library in California, notably those of Wollaston~ Mr. King 
remarks: "Though grateful to the present custodians for permission to photograph them, one 
can oruy regret that the originals of what are essentially documents of chiefly local interest and 
importance should have been allowed to stray so far away." 

An article on the history of Delapre Abbey since its foundation as a 
nunnery over eight centuries ago "will be found on p. 225 below. Mr. Pantin, who writes " or its 

" architectural development, has discovered that much more than was expected of the lay-out 
and walls of the original struCtUre can be traced in the existing building. It occurs to the present 
writer that the Abbey is a singularly interesting example of the gradual substitution of new for 
old to suit the " changing needs and habits of successive ages, while prese~ing evidence of the 

" whole story from the beginniDg, a "process which, in spite of an occasional VIolent breach with the 
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ROBERT AND THOMAS BRUDENELL 
Twin sons of Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Brudenell of Deene, and the two youngest members of the Northamptonshire Record 

Society. Thomas is standing on a ledge which makes him look taller than his brother; in fact they are the same height. 

past, is on the whole so typical of English life. Our American readers will note with interest that 
Sir Charles Hardy, squire of Delapre from 1749 to 1764, was for two years Governor of N ew York. 

The Record Society. We are delighted to welcome the Cache Genealogical Society 
of Utah, the University of Aberdeen, and Smith College, Northampton, Mass., U.S.A., as new 
institutional members. Our membership continues to grow and we shall soon have topped the 
700 mark, but with continued inflation and a sfatic subscription of one guinea, our numbers 
must be rapidly increased if we are not to lower the standard of our publications. Therefore we 
most cordially invite all our readers all over the world who can possibly do so to join the Society, 
for which a form of application for membership is enclosed. 

It remains to record our gratitude to our contributors, and to those generous leaders of 
local industry who have once again made possible the publication of this Journal by advertising 
in its pages. The editor is much indebted to Sir Owen Williams, Mr. George Freeston, Messrs. 
John Laing and Son, Ltd. and Mr. King for help over the illustrations of new road and old railway. 
The author of "Traveller's Tale" in our last issue offers her humble apologies to her American 
readers for placing Jamestown, Virginia, on the Potomac River, and Texas east of the Mississippi, 
forgetting that, though historians have the power of altering the past, it is dangerous to tamper 
with .geography. 
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I: . JACOBEAN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 1603-25 

ON 27 March : 1603, three days after Queen Elizabeth's death, J 000 Isham, ' afterwards the first 
baronet and then a student at the Middle Temple, wrote a letter, probably to his father, the 
blind squire of Lamport, in which he said: "I think you are not altogether ignorante of the newse 
of the death of'our good Queene, neither of the proclaiminge of our new King, a Prince of great 
hope; yet notwithstanding for better satisfaction of your minde I have sent you the proclamacion 
in printe."l Thomas Isham, the father, was the book-collector whose acquisitions made the 
Lamport library famous in later times, and he wrote not long afterwards, in a letter addressed 
to his son at the Spread Eagle in Fleet Street: "I have allreadie read our new King's book, God 
preserve him, and therefore neyther you nor your sister· need send one of them till they be 
cheaper, and so tell hir.,,2 Neither the proclamation nor this book, perhaps the Basilikon Doron of 
1599, can be traced in the library now; but it has a fine copy of the 1616 edition of The Workes 
of the Most High and Mighty Prince James, which was edited by another Northamptonshire man. 

J This was J ames Montagu, who became Bishop of Winchester in that same year and was a 
younger brother of Sir Edward Montagu of Boughton. 

By the time his collected works were published the king had become personally very well 
known in this part of the world. He first saw it when he stayed at Burghley on his way from 
Scotland to London by the Great North Road. After that, until 1624, whenever he made his 
progresses in this direction, he visited and revisited some of the great houses, especially Burghley, 
Kirby, Apethorpe, Castle Ashby, Grafton Regis, and Holdenby. At one or other of them he 
would meet his hounds, and .the fortunate of the neighbourhood would join him and his courtiers 
in their hunting and other diversions. They were splend~d occasions, memorable in the history 
of the county families for the honours and promotions which the king conferred in person.3 

Perhaps his most frequent resort here was Sir Anthony Mildmay's house at Apethorpe, where 
in 1614 he met his favourite, George Villiers for the first time; but he acquired a royal residence 
in the county when he bought Holdenby in .1608. 

The names of George Villiers, duke of Buckingham, and of Holdenby House, where 
King Charles I was held as a prisoner, point forward to the tragic events of the following reign. 
It is natural to think of the Jacobean age as the prelude to that great breakdown of the established 
ord~r, perhaps even as the period in which such bad mistakes were made ~nd so manyoppor
tunities were missed that a breakdown was inevitable, even before J ames died. Moreover the 
comparative tameness of this period of peace with all foreign powers is naturally contrasted 
with the adventure and romance of the first ' Elizabethan age. Thus in the common judgment 
. King James's reign appears doubly inglorious. No one denies that it had positive achievements 
to its ~redit, in Ireland and Virginia for instance, or, to take an example nearer home, in 

1 Isham Correspondence, 3489. 
2 Ibid. These excerpts were provided by Sir 

Gyles Isham. It is a special pleasure to acknowledge 
this kindness in a paper of which the substance was 
given in an address at Lamport Hall, on the last 

occasion when the Northamptonshire Record Society 
enjoyed Sir Gyles's hospitality and were still his 
tenants there. G.e. 

3 Many particulars are given in the four volumes 
of J. Nichols' Pr'Ogresses of James I (1828). 
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architecture, of which Northamptonshire has its share; but many people regard its good side 
as the sequel to the preceding period, and the subsequent calamities as the nemesis hurried on 
by James and his advisers. Actually this judgment rests on a number of unproved assumptions. 
As historians consider the problems of this time from the point of view of the contemporaries 
themselves, not of their predecessors and their successors, they are able to correct these 
assumptions. Regional and local information is relevant to this revision, and, as we shall see, 
the Northamptonshire Record Society's publications have contributed to it. 

There is one episode, the Midland Rising of 1607, which cannot be taken in isolation, 
without regard to what went before and after. It was first described by an American historian, 
the late Professor E. F. Gay, who investigated it in the course of his study of inclosures.4 

Afterwards new facts were added by Miss Wake, who examined the work of the local govern
ment authorities in maintaining law and order.5 It is clear that the purpose of the rioters was to 
throw down the new fences in places where arable land had been converted to pasture. When 
it was all over the government in a Proclamation declared that the outbreak was unprovoked 
by any famine or dearth of corn ('dearth' meaning not scarcity but dearness). This contention may 
have been untrue; at any rate the price of corn was high in the spring of 1607; and it does seem 
certain that the grievances were economic. The leader of the disturbances, John Reynolds, or 
Captain Pouch, said he was directed by the Lord. of Heaven; but in those days there was no 
other obvious way of expressing confidence and conviction, and this need not imply even an 
undercurrent of religious dissidence. The disturbances began near Kettering and spread 
quickly. In the first Proclamation, on 30 May, they were described as riots by night and day. 
There was no re¥ fighting. In the one recorded encounter, at Newton, a thousand (it was written) 
of these, peasants without firearms, were broken up and forty or fifty of them were killed. The 
victorious force was not one of soldiers, nor the militia (who showed great backwardness), nor even 
the posse comitatus, but an irregular body of horse and foot hastily got together from the 
neighbouring gentry and yeomanry and their servants, under the command of Sir Anthony 
Mildmay and Sir Edward Montagu. 

This was not the end. The disturbances spread to Warwickshire and Leicestershire, to 
Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. Many poor people were executed by 
martial law or by civil justice. By 24 July another Proclamation spoke of 'the late rebellion.' It 
offered pardon to all who would submit and confess before Michaelmas, and at Boughton there 
is a list of names of those who did so, 140 men and two women, illiterates who set their marks 
against the names. The government had needlessly blamed the county authorities for not using 
more force; but it had professed all along its willingness to remedy the evils of inclosure and 
depopulation. On 27 August a. commission of enquiry into these evils was issued, and in Sep
tember the commissioners made their returns for Northamptonshire, which were fuller and 
better than those for the other counties affected. 

One of the many- puzzles about the episode arises over this Commission. Although it 
did its work, nine judges solemnly resolved that it was against the law. 6 There are other puzzles 
more to our purpose. The rioters "termed themselves levelers." It has been supposed that this 

4. "The Midland Revolt and the Inquisitions of 
Depopulation of 1607" in Transactions of the Royal 
Historical Society, New Series xviii, 1904. 

5 The Montagu Musters Book, A.D. 1602-1623 
(Northamptonshire Record Society, vol. vii, 1935) 
pp. xlvi-xlix. 

6 The reasons are given in Coke, Reports (1738), 
xii. 31, under Trinity Term in the 5th year of King 
J ames. The first is that the commission was in the 
English language; the second appears equally 
pedantic; the third is that the commission was only 
to enquire " by which a man may be unjustly accused 
by perjury and have no remedy." 
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only referred to ,the levelling of fences, and had no connection with the social levellers of the 
Civil War period. There is some room for doubt here. It is not until later that the word .'leveller' 
is recorded as used in the social sense; but in at least one passage this had been approached. In 
The Fairi~ Queene Spencer tells us that Sir Artegall encountered a giant who promised to 'the 
vulgar' equality and uncontrolled freedom: he boasted , 

Therefore I will throw doune these mountains hie 
And make them level with the lowly plaine.7 

This poem wfl:S published in 1596. In that same year across the Northamptonshire border, in 
Oxfordshire, there was a conspiracy and a feeble attempt at a rising against inclosures. In the 
Proclamation of 28 June 1607 the government asserte~ that the oppressive indostires were 
done before King James's accession. Is it not probable that the discontents 'were also of old 
standing? There is a full contemporary account of J ames's journey from Scotland, and it contains , 
so many allusions to this subject (including the app~al of the fenmen who appeared on stilts at 
Burghley), that even the author of this piece of court intelligence would appear to have felt 
strongly about it.8 It may be therefore that the events of 1607 had subterranean -connections 
both with Elizabethan times and with those of Charles L 

The repression of 1607 was severe, and its effects may have been felt for many years, 
but we do not know how much resentment remained, ' or against whom it was directed. There 
is no evidence that anyone regarded the scene of the rising as a dangerous or disaffected country: 
the conveyance of Holdenby to th~ king was dated 1 February 1608.9 We know very little about 
the significance of these events in the making of opinion about public questions. In recent years 
there has been a brisk discussion among historians about the social aspects of the Great Rebellion, 
and especially about the rise or decline of the gentry or of some elements among them. Professor 
Tawney, Mr. Lawrence Stone, Professor Trevor-Roper, Professor Hexter and others have their 
conflicting theories of how, over the whole country, the vicissitudes of landowners contributed 
to the rise of religious and constitutional opposition to the Crown. For Northamptonshire we 
have some exceptionally clear inform'ation, but, instead of confirming any of these theories, 
it shows that the relation of the gentry, new or old, greater or lesser, to the growing national 
cleavages was far from simple. In the Oxfordshire trouble of 1596 two gentlemen were accused . 
of complicity. We have no parallel to that, but in 1618 another younger brother of Sir Edward 
Montagu, Sir Henry (by that time Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench) wrote that the rioters 
were 'stirred up by others,' We do not know who these others may have been, but it looks as if 
people of less humble station are indicated. It has been suggested that Sir Edward Montagu 
himself had some sympathy with those who suffered from inc1osu.res, because depopulation is 
said to have been touched upon in the Northamptonshire petition on behalf of ejected Puritan 
ininisters, which he, with Sir Richard and Sir Valentine Knightley, presented to the king in 
1604/5.10 The Knightleys, however, were depopulators, and, though Sir Edward Montagu was 
a 'member of the commission of 1607, Lord Zouche wrote after it had set 'to work, expressing 
'a feeling of your hurt' at the news that "poor Boughton's enclosures must also go down".11 So 

7 Book V, canto ii. By what must be at least a 
notable 'coincidence the rioters also called themselves 
"diggers," another name which re-appeared in the 
revolutionary period. 

8, His name was T. Millington. He does not appear 
to have written anything except this narrative, which 
il) printed in Nichols, vol. i. 

11 G. Baker, History .of the County of Northampton, i. 

(1822-30) 195. 
10 For references to the authorities on this petition 

and its consequences see S.R. Gardiner, History of 
England, ed. in ten volumes, i. (1905), 198. 

11 Historical Manuscripts Commission, Papers of 
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu (1900), p. 85. The editor 
dates the letters 1607 or 1608: it seems to have been 

. written in 1607 after July. 
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far as these two families are concerned there seems to have been a combination of inclosing 
activity with Puritanism or something like it, and of determination to maintain order and also to 
speak out -boldly on occasion to the king. 

This c~mbination of four different .elements can also be traced in other parts of the country; 
indeed it is familiar; but it would be rash to assume that the forty four-signatories to the petition 
all partook of it. Miss Finch's recent book in the Record Society's series draws attention to another 
and very different combination of which the Treshams afford the extreme example. They were 
"an ancient family of long-established . wealth and conservatIve traditions"; but Sir Thomas' 
Tresham, who died in 1605, was a Catholic recusant, with an expensive family to provide for, 
and a taste for building and lavish hospitality. After recounting the story of the Tresnams', in
closures, and their contests with their tenantry over rents, Miss Finch concludes that Sir Thomas's 
"private financial difficulties were . . . primarily responsible for the Levellers' rising of 1607 at 
Haselbech" and at Rushton.12 Her book makes a most welcome addition to our knowledge of 
these matters. Like Mr. Reginald Lennard's Rural Northamptonshire under the Commonwealth 
of 1916 it steadies the discussion of the larger issues, and it deserves to be very carefully weighed 
and considered. 

Sir Edward Montagu was not only a champion of divines who suffered for their Puritan 
opinions; he was also, later in his long life, as Lord Montagu of Boughton, a "bountifull patron" 
to Joseph Bentham, rector of Broughton, who .was ,sequestered from his living by the Long 
Parliament for his loyalty and conformity. Bentham, preaching "in the Lecture of Kettering" 
delivered a solemn pronouncement against Northamptonshire inclosures. For two reasons ' it 
seems best not to make use of it on the present occasion: it deserves a detailed analysis which no 
one seems yet to have made, and it was not published until ten years after the accession of Charles 
I. 13 But it reminds us that the clergy played a great part in formlng opinieri on all the public 
questions of the time, economic questions among them. In an important book Mr. Christopher 
Hill has assembled a mass of facts from an over the country which are relevant to the question 
how the opinions of the individual clergymen themselves on all subjects were related to their own 
material circumstances.14 Some of his instances of the pillaging of the church by lay patrons 
come from Northamptonshire, where, in. 1641, and we may presume in 1625 also, nearly half 
the livings were 'impropriate' which means, roughly speaking, that their emoluments were' at the 
disposal of the owners. For this reason, as also in consequence of inclosure and depopUlation, 
church buildings fell into neglect and dilapidation, of which the consequences may still be seen.15 

The emoluments of the clergy were curtailed in several different ways, and in this comity, we 
are told, the vicarages were 'commonly left so small and destitute, that -there is not sufficient 
means left to a minister to buy books and keep hospitality.,16 . 

No one"can reasonably doubt that there is some connection between 'ali this and the pre
paration of the great cleavages of opinion which ultimately led to revolution and civil war; but, 
even the few facts which we have picked out from among many suffice to prove that the relating of 

12 The Wealth of Five Northamptonshire Families 
1540-1640 (1956), pp. 72-87. ,' , . " 

13 The Christian Conflict (1635), p. 322. For 
Bentham see Dictionary of National Biography and 
A. G. Matthews, Walker Revised (1948), p. 276. Mr. 
Matthews was able in this book, but not in his 
Calamy :Revised (1934) to make use of the Rev. H. 
Isharo. . Longden's Northamptonshire and Rutland 
Clergy (Northamptonshire Record Society, 1938-43). 

14 Economic Problems of the Church from Archbishop 
Whit gift t6.t~e Long Parliament (1956). 

15 For Northamptonshire examples, ' most of which, 
however, belong to earlier periods of depopulation, 
see M. W. Beresford, The Lost Villages of England 
(1956). Mi~s Finch, on pp. 21-22 of her book giv~.s 
particulars for Lampor~. ' 

,1.6. Hill, p. 142. 
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economic interests to ecclesiastical opinions and constitutional policies is a complex and intractable 
business. Local knowledge is very valuable in such a study. It enables us to think in concrete terms, . 
not of impropriate rectories; but of Lamport and Rothwell, not Gf inclosures of so many hundred 
acres, bUf: of Rushton· and Haselbech, not of landowners but of identifiable Montagus and 
Knightleys and Treshams. In the last resort indeed, the problem of the origin of the Civil War 
is a problem in the history of ideas. Questions about what people thought and why they thought 
it are far more mysterious than questions of what they did, or even questions of what they meant 
to do. It is a raf .. e chance if we have a record,.or even a hint, of how an idea or an item of knowledge 
(ound its way into a man's mind. We should be wasting our time, for instance, if we speculated 
whether some spark from the Puritan tradition of the Knightleys lighted on a small boy who was 
the grandson of the rector at Fawsley when James I was king, and whether it kept alive through 
the long intellectual development which made him in the end not only a latitudinarian bishop, 
but one of the founders of the Royal Society.17 So far as it can be apprehended the essence of the 
history of ideas is in writing, and the central part of it is in books. We saw that the impoverished 
clergy of the seventeenth century could not afford to buy books. Our knowledge of Jacobean 
Northamptonshire would evidently gain in depth if we knew who did buy books, and what books, 
and 'who read them. 

This is a subject about which a good deal is known, and more can be collected. The 
Record Society's volume of the correspondence between Sir Justinian Isham and Brian Duppa 
shows how the owner of the Lamport library, two generations after it was formed, made use of 
it in his commerce of letters with a learned friend. There are other libraries in the county which 
go back to Jacobean times, such as that at Deene.18 There are library catalogues from which 
something can be inferred about the contents of some of these libraries at that time, for instance, 
that of $ir Thomas Brooke of Great Oakley in 1615. 

Besides the libraries in the great houses and the cathedral library at Peterborough there 
were more modest collections, the remnants of which deserve to be examined. The grammar 
schools had libraries: the Record Society has taken over that of Guilsborough, which contains 
sixt~enth and seventeenth century books. Some of the cl~rgy were not impoverished, and it is 
possible to discover something about their intellectual interests and attainments from the in
ventories of their possessions and from books which have found their way into the great national 
libraries. In Northampton, and on a smaller scale in the smaller market towns, there must have 
been theological and medical books, law-books, and pamphlets to be read and lent to neighbours. 
It has been magnificently said that in the seventeenth century England became the country of a 
book, and that book the Bible. A study of the Bibles in Northamptonshire would be worth making: 
it would include the wonderfuf Bible of King Charles I at Lamport. But there were many other 
books, and from their vestiges something could be reconstructed of Jacobean Northamptonshire 
as a commu,nity exchmging not only goods and services bpt thoughts. 

GEORGE CLARK. 

'17 See the lives of John Wilkins and John Dod in Earl of Cardigan, who reigned at Deene from 1606 
the Dictionary of National Biography. until 1663, but it contains books of earlier date. 

18 This library was formed, in the main, by the first 
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THE ROYAL ARMS OF QUEEN ELIZABETH I 

Discovered on the wall of a room at the Grange, Hargrave, near Wellingborough, 
during alteJ.1ations early in this century. The photograph here reproduced is kindly 
supplied by Mrs. Clara J. Newton. The Newton family farmed at the Grange (formerly 
the Priory) for several generations. The plaster was in a very fragile condition and it 
was not found possible to preserve the drawing. In the quater-centenary year of this 
great Queen's accession, we are glad to be able to publish this local example of a subject's 
loyalty. Queen Elizabeth I paid several visits to Northamptonshire, and restored the 

tombs of her ancestors in Fotheringay church. 

DINGLEY IN AUSTRALIA 

Mr. Eric Moorhead, assistant honorary librarian to the Royal Historical Society 
of Victoria, writes from Melbourne: 

"Between the Melbourne suburbs of Dandenong and Cheltenham there is at Dingley 
a picturesque little church, opened in 1876 by persons from Northamptonshire. 

Thomas Attenborough, who was born at Blakesley, Northamptonshire, in 1829, 
arrived here in August 1853, and settled at Dandenong, where he held various municipal 
positions. 

His sister, Mary Attenborough, came with him, and died in 1881. She erected the above 
church at her own cost, and left lands in the area. She 'embodied in deeds of active benevo
lence the religious belief she possessed.' . 

I have often visited the church on my walking tours. It is pretty, and at a very pic
turesque cross-roads, but is in dreary market-garden country. There is a rather worn brick 
building near by, which may have been her residence, but I presume that she lived at 
Dandenong, a few miles distant." 
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DRAINING THE KILSBY TUNNEL 

J. c. Bourne del. et litho 

London and Birmingham Railway. Pumps for draining the Kilsby Tunnel, 1839. The 
construction of this tunnel was the greatest engineering difficulty encountered in the whole 

course of the railway, and cost three times the amount of the original estimate. 

"A PROPHECY ABOUT ROADE 

In a "Handbook for Travellers along the London and Birmingham Railway" 
published in 1839 at the price of 2/-, when the line had only been opened to traffic 
for a year, there is an interesting reference to the village of Roade. After describing 
the course of the line from London to Hanslope, the book proceeds: 

"About this spot we-leave the county of Buckingham and enter that of Northampton 
and, passing rapidly over a lofty embankment of about a mile in length, which divides the 
village of Ashton in two parts, shortly arrive at the Roade Station. 

The little village of Roade, which lies close to the railway, has suddenly been in
vested with all the bustle and activity of a town; and will, no doubt, enjoy increasing 
consequence and prosperity from its locality to this great line of communication. This 
is one of the numerous instances which could be adduced, of the great benefit which a 
Railway confers upon the towns near which it is formed; and amidst the changes which 
are "thus originated, many places that heretofore have been comparatively unknown will 
become towns of considerable extent."" 

_ Certainly the Simplex Works at Roade, employing many hundreds of workers, 
would not have gone there, had it not been for the railway. 
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Photo by Major Hereward Wak!1 . 

THE NEW ROAD: BRIDGES ON THE COURTEENHALL-COLLINGTREE BOUNDARY 

The two bridges to carry the Northampton-Stony Stratford road over the new motor 
road near Collingtree : that on the right is in Courteenhall parish, that on the left in 
Collingtree. Access to the new road is given at this point. (See inside of back cover). 

With road-making very much in our minds in Northamptonshire at the 
present time, the allegorical manner in which the Prophet Isaiah used this age
old activity of man, which he hacJ obviously witnessed himself, is recalled to our 
memories as we watch the great new Motor Road being driven relentlessly across 
the landscape. For example:-

"Go through, go through the gates': prepare ye the way 
of the people; , . 

Cast up, cast up the highway, gather out the stones; 
,Lift up .a standard for the people." (Isaiah lxii, 10). 

And again:-

"The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
. 'Prepare ye the, way of the Lord" " 

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain 

and hill shall be made low; 
And the crooked shall be made straight, and the rpugh 

places plain.' " Ibid., xl, 3, 4. 
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OBITUARY 

Lt. General Sir John Btown 

it is with great regret that we have to record the death on April 4th, 1958, at the age of 
78, of Lt. General Sir John Brown, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., who will undoubtedly go down to 
history as one of Northamptonshire'S greatest sons. An architect by profession, he was surely by 
vocation a soJdier, for he had a most distinguished military career. He was born (as he died) in 
Northampton, and was educated at Magdalen College School, Brackley. H~ joined the 1st 
Volunteer (later the Territorial) Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment in 1901, and after 
distinguished service overseas in World War I, he held many important commands and ap
pointments at home. He was knighted in 1934 and retired with the rank of Lt. General in 1941, 
-"the most famous Territorial Army officer of his generation." 

His sterling character, modest and unassuming demeanour, his singularly gentle and 
persuasive manner, and his quiet sense of fun enabled him to exert great influence in all the 
many and varied causes for which he worked. He had a host of friends in all walks of life. He 
was a Vice-President of the Army Historical Association and a member of the Council of the 
Record S'ociety for many years. Northamptonshire Past and Present owes its existence to a well
timed suggestion from him. The following note by one of his friends appeared in The Times 
shortly after his death: 

"John Brown was a leader of men. He led soldiers successfully in the first \yar at battalion 
level .... In peacetime he led ex-service men and women as chairman of-the British Legion 
for a notable four years. When some pa.rticularly clever barrack-room lawyer or 'awkward 
squad' were after him at the British Legion annual conference, some friendly supporter 
would start singing 'John Brown's body lies amouldering in the grave, but his soul goes 
marching on,' and the whole body of two or three thousand delegates would take up the 
refrain and sing the rebels out of court. He spoke English with the strongest Northampton
shire accent, which surprised the Army Council, but endeared him to the rank and file. 
There never was a more unorthodox general or a more beloved figure among his men." 

Sir John's services for the army as Deputy Director-General of the Territorial Army and 
Deputy Adjutant-General (T) were outstanding. Locally he was the servant of all good causes 
and the Northampton hospitals, the Church Lads Brigade, the Y.M.C.A., Toc H, the Repertory 
Theatre, the Ladies Club and many other organizations owe a great deal to the time and attention 
which he gave to their affairs. One hopes that a full biography will be written of one "who so 
well deserved the thanks of his fellow men." 

Mrs. Howard Parkes 

Mrs. Howard Parkes of Grendon, Knysna, Cape Province, who died earlier this year had 
been a member of our Society for over 25 years. Her home in S. Africa was named after her 
native village of Grendon in this County. She followed with the keenest interest the battle for the 
restoration of the iand devastated by iron ore working, and no-one was better pleased at its 
successful outcome. In 1950 we printed her description of her visit to a colony of Northampton
shire settlers in Natal. In her the. Society has lost a valued member and faithful friend who never 
lost touch with the county of her birth. 



221 

.' 

LORD MONTAGU'S DIRECTIONS FOR HIS SON l 

THE first Lord Montagu of Boughton was a substantial Northamptonshire squire of the third 
generation, the family fortunes having been largely made by his grandfather, Sir Edward Montagu, 
the Lord Chief Justice, who settled at Boughton in the reign of Henry VIII. 2 When Lord 
Montagu drew up his instructions in 1621 he was nearly 60 years old, and was just about to 
acquire his peerage. His first wife had died in 1611 leaving only a daughter, and so he had promptly 
married again. He tells us that either by the first or the second wife he had had two sons who 
had died young, before Edward was born in 1616. This third son survived the first few dangerous 
years, and by 1621 it looked as if there would be an heir to carry on the line. As he was now an 
old man, Sir Edward thought it his duty to draw up a memorandum to guide his son's footsteps 
after his death,-though i,n fact the exercise was superfluous since he lived till 1644.3 

This compilation of instructions to a son was a favourite literary exercise among the 
aristocracy and greater gentry of the late 16th and early 17th centuries. There was usually a 
good deal of common form about these documents, and even downright plagiarism, most com
monly from Lord Burghley's advice to his son, which was first circulated in manuscript and was 
published in 1618.4 Some fathers, indeed, did not hesitate to try to impress their offspring by 
copying out Lord Burghley's maxims almost word for word and passing them off as the fruits 
of their ripe wisd,om and experience.5 . 

Polonius's' famous speech is of course a satirical version of the more prosy of these 
instructions. For the most part the tone of these documents grates harshly. on the sensibilities 
of the twentieth century. After a pious preamble about the virtues of public and private devotions, 
they turn with relish to cynical and crafty advice about how to get on in the world. Their concern 
is with self-advancement, and tlie methods advocated are based on a universal distrust which 
embraces wives, children, friends and servants. Though tempered by remnants of the medieval 
doctrines of fair treatment of tenants and the maintenance of generous hospitality, the general 
impression is one of fairly ruthless acquisitiveness. 

The contrast between the advice of Lord Montagu and those of his contemporaries is 
quite startling. In the first place, the whole document is a mass of biblical quotations and the 
piety is obvious and intense. It looks a~ if King James were understating the case when in the 
same year he complained that Sir Edward "smelt a little of Puritanism."6 The interesting thing 
about Montagu's religious zeal is that it drove him in a consciously anti-acquisitive direction. 
"Travayle not too much to be rich," he advises. However, it should not be supposed that this 
was a general opinion among those of puritan inclinations, as we can see if we turn to the bulky 
memorandum drawn up sixteen years before by Sir William Wentworth for the benefit of his 
son, the future Earl of Strafford.7 Montagu preferred loyal tenants to 10,000 sheep-evidently 
a sly dig at his neighbour, the first Lord Spencer-and urged that they should be treated with 

1 I am very grateful to the Duke of Bucc1euch for 
permission to examine and publish this document 
from his collection at Boughton House (North 
Colonnade, shelf 13). 

2 He bought the manor of Boughton in 20 Henry 
VIII (Bridges' Northants, 11, p. 349). 

3 For a vivid character-sketch of Lord Montagu, 
see Joan Wake, The Montagu Musters Book, 1602-23, 
(1935), N.R.S. Vol. VII, pp. xxi-xxiii. 

4 F. Peck, Desiderata Curiosa, (1732) I, 1, pp. 63.: 
66. 

5 e.g. Sir Peter Leicester, Sir John Oglander, and 
the Earl of Derby (Lancs. & Ches. Ant. Soc. Trans., 
LXII, 1950-51, pp. 68-72; C. Aspinall-Oglander, 
Nunwell Symphony, 1945, pp. 47-49; Stanley Papers, 
Ill, vol. iii (Chetham Soc., LXX, 1867), pp. 42-47. 

6 H.M.C. Buccleuch (Whitehall) MSS, I, p. 255. 

7 Sheffield Central Library, Wentworth Wood
house MS~, Stratford MSS 40/1. I am indebted to 
the Earl Fi'tzwilliam and the Trustees of the Went
worth Woodhouse Settled Estate to quote from this 
document. 
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generosity. Wentworth thought that "notwithstanding all their fawneinge & flatterye they seldom 
love there landlord in their harts," and advised his son to curb them by keeping them all on yearly 
tenancies at will -rather than on leases. In marrying, Montagu put goodness before goods; 
Wentworth'thought that "A good portion makes hir the better, & manie tymes not the prouder," 
while Francis Osborne, whose Advice to a Son was a "best:-seller" -- running to. seven editions in 
two years, flatly advised against marriage with a "solitary, that is unendowed, beauty."8 

While there is a good deal in common between the views of Montagu and those of his 
'contemporaries, there is no doubt whatever that the emphasis is significantly shifted. On some 
issues he is Curiously old-fashioned. All parents advised against getting into debt as an act of 
economic follY; but Lord Montagu evidently, regarded usury as downright wicked. Indee~ 
twenty-one years later he speculated whether the rumblings of Civil War were not a re~ult of -
allowing this evil to stalk the land.9 In this ).ntimate family document, therefore, we can see into 
the mind ,of one to whom religious principle was the guiding factor in his life and whose views 
on economic behaviour ran directly counter to the prevailing trend of the early 17th century. 
The 1st, Lord Montagu was an anachroni~m in his own day, but he makes an oddly att,ractive 
figure in the eyes of posterity. " '. 

LAWRENCE STONE. 

DIRECTIONS FOR MY SONNE 

[Note :-Lord Montagu carefully revised his original text by both deletions and 
additions. His deletions are printed in italics and his additions are given in square 
brackets with a ,small "a" above the line. The punctuation has been modernised.] 

, My Sonne, God of his grace gave you me in myne old age when others 
thought to have possessed myne estate. 

He made me , Thankfull as the greatest earthly blessinge he could have 
bes~owed on me [you serving and Fearing him.a] , 

He hath made you a Child of good'Hopes: The Lord disappoynt me not of my 
hope (Psa. 119, 116). 

As the First son to succeede my Father who had an elder then myselfe, so he 
hath chosen you to guarde me who had two elder before you: It makes you truly 
thankfull. ' 

You are distended10 of worthy auncestors. I accomted themallways my 
greatest Glory. So do you. And as you possesse there landes, so Imitate there 
vertues, and you shall 'be the crowne of them. Hehath statedll you in the midst 
of the land; place him in the midst of your Hearte ' That he may' continually 
dwell therein. " 

First seeke the Kingdome of God and his Righteousness (Mat. 6, 33). 

In all your Actions lett Equity, the Rule of our Saviour Jeshus Ghriste 
(Matt.7, 12) be your Rule, knowing that with what measure soever you shall 
meete the same shall be measured to you agayne. 

He hath made you a 'Landlord of many -tenantes; Counte that a greater 
blessing then if he had made you ' a master of ten thousande <?f sheepe. ' 

A man's liffe standeth' not in his Riches (Luke 12, 15); Know you are but 

8 F. Osbome, Advice to a son, 5th ed., 1656, p. 51. 11 i.e. "estated." His estates lay in the midland 
county of Northampton. 9 H.M.C. Buccleuch MSS, I, p~ 292~ , 

10 sic. 
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a Steward and must make an accoume of the usage of your teAantes [and 
estatea]. 

Place theirfore Freely Resident Conscionable mini~ters over them to 
Instruct there sou1es. Be moderate in taking of Fines, and sparing in raysing 
of Rentes, That they may have cause both to pray and prayse God For you. 

Shun altogether oppression; that maketh a wise man mad. (Eccli. 7, 9).12 

Travyle not too much to be Rich (Pro. 23, 4). 

The blessing of the lord yt maketh Rich and he doth add no sorrowe with 
yt. (Pro. 10, 22). 

God continuewing his blessinges uppon me I shall leave you when you are 
of Full yeares your principall house Furnished oute of debt and withoute charge. 

Therefore if you use moderacion you shall have no · cause to come in 
debte unlesseyt be For your Marriage, which your Fines will pay and putt so 
much in your pursse as may Stock your groundes. 

Nether shall you neede to become a borrower, who is allways a servaunt 
to the lender (Pro. 22, 7). 

I pray God you may avoyde yt, but if necessity so require, in no case of 
your countreymen.13 So shall you be the more free in Executing of Justice 
and avoyde many upbraydinges. 

He ~hat hateth suertyship is sure (Pro. 11, 15). 

Left me lay that charge uppon you, it was my Father's to me. That 
answer will putt by many Importuninges. 

Be diligent to know your estate (Pro. 27, 23). 

Be not wastefull, For he that Regardeth not small thinges shall fall by 
little and little (Eccles.). 

He that is greedy of gayne trobleth his owne soule (Pro.). 

Receyve therefore no giftes to corupt you. 

Carry your selfe with due respect to all men but depend on no man. 

In your marriage looke after goodnes Rather then goodes; yet disparage 
not your selfe, nether match higher then your owne degre.14 

. Reade Cursorilye as many bookes as you will, but spend ' your Study 
uppon Few. 

There is no end of Giving of Rules. For your Religious and Civill carriage 
Study well Salomons workes ' wherein in your youth you have been well 
Instructed. 

Committ your ioyes unto the Lord, And he will direct your thoughtes. 

To him t committ you, And his blessinges be uppon you. 

12 Jan. 1620 
Edward Montagu 

12 sic: recte 7, 7. . U This di;ection is underlined in the original. 
13 i.e., those of your own county. 
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l. 

ADMIRAL SIR CHARLES HARDY (1716-1780) 
Governor of New York from 1755 to 1757, and owner of Delapre Abbey from 1749 to 1764. 

THE OYSTER TRADE 

Across the wintry Midland plain we drove 
Towards Northampton Town: the treasure trove 
We sought was oysters, but the merchant said 
He'd none to offer. It was a chancy trade. 
He instanced the long distance from the coast 
And transport charges, heavier than most. 
So back we went, and turned along a lane 
To Cosgrove, one small village in this plain. 
Here archaeologists with trowel and spade 
Exposed a Roman villa: they'd displayed 
. A floor, the hypocaust and smoke-stained flues 
That warmed the tiles beneath a Roman's shoes. 
And-tribute to the transpo'rt of his day-
The oyster shells some gourmet threw away ! 

Reproduced by kind permission of Punch HILDA BODEN, May 7th, 1958 

This distressing lapse on the part of our County town is all the more extraordinary, 
since, according to an ancient local proverb: "The Mayor of Northampton opens 
Oysters with his Dagger." Editor. 
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DELAPRE ABBEY 

NOTE 
The historian of Delapre Abbey was the Rev. R. M. Serjeantson, and it is prin
cipally from his article contributed to the Victoria County History (Vo!. I1), 
and to his History of Delapre Abbey which first appeared in the Journal of the 
Northamptonshire Natural History Society, Vo!. XV (1909), and which was 
subsequently published as a separate volume of 41 pages in 1909, that the 
following account has been compiled. Statements of fact to which no references 
are given will be found in this book. The present writers desire to acknowledge 
the help they have received in writing this article from Mr. P. 1. King, Mr. V. A. 
Hatley, Mr. C. E. V. Rowe, Mr. W. Ansell and Mr. H. M. Colvin, also from 
Mr. David Nye and Mr. Brian Bunch who have kindly supplied the plans on 

which the ground plan (1958) and diagrams here reproduced are based. 

THE NUNNERY OF ST. MARY OF THE MEADOW 

THE romantic revival of the late 18th and early 
19th century with its accompanying interest in 
and idealisation of the Middle Ages, has left 
some rather amusing traces behind it, such 
as the mock medieval towers and even ruins to 
be found up and down the country. Another 
manifestation of .this enthusiasm for the past 
was the re-naming of halls and manor houses 
with a completely secular history as "abbeys" 
and "priories," as was done for example at 
Abington and Cosgrove in our own county.1 
Delapre Abbey was known as plain Delapre 
for roughly three out of the four centuries 
during which it was a country house,2 but the 
late 18th century addition of "Abbey" which 
has stuck to it ever since, had at least some 
justification in that this home of many genera
tions of country squires was built on the very 
site and with some at least of the stones of the 
Cluniac nunnery which for a further four 
centuries had preceded it, thus carrying us 
back to the days of the Norman Earls of 
Northampton not very far on this side of the 
Conquest. 

At the time of William the Conqueror's 

1 Abington Abbey, as it is now known, the home 
succes3ively of the Bernards and Thursbys, was 
originally Abington Hall, but by 1821 had become 
"Abington Abbey." (Coles's Northampton). Baker, 
in his History of Northants (1836), writes of the 
"Manor House" at Cos grove that it is "now usually 
designated The Priory." . 

2 Bridges, writing between 1719 and 1724, calls it 
"De la pre" (History of Northants, Vo!. I1, pp. 364-
366) and it is thus referred to in legal documents after 
the Dissolution during the 16th and 17th centuries. 
In two advertisements in the Northampton Mercury 

invasion of England in 1066, Peterborough, 
Abbey, founded four centuries earlier, was the 
only surviving monastery in Northampton
shire, other smaller religious settlements of the 
Anglo-Saxon period at Peakirk, Weedon Bec, 
Brixworth, Castor and Oundle, having dis
appeared during the Danish invasions of the 
9th and 11th centuries.3 It was not until the 
religious revival of the 12th century under the 
Norman and Plantagenet kings, that the num
ber of monasteries Fapidly increased all over 
England. In Northamptonshire two were 
founded between 1090 and 1100, eleven in the 
12th, and six in the 13th century, making, 
with Peterborough . Abbey, a total of twenty 
monasteries and friaries existing between the 
Conquest and the Dissolution.4 Of these, six 
were nunneries. 

FOUNDATION OF THE Nl1NNERY 

The name of Delapre immediately betray's 
both the character of the site, - "of the 
meadow"- (on the south side of the Nene 
about a mile from the centre of Northampton), 
and the Norman origin of its founder, Simon 

in 1756 and 1762 it is still Delapre, but in Eyre's map 
of the County (1791) it is Delapre Abbey, since when 
this name seems to have stuck. 

3 V.C.H., Vo!. I1, pp. 3, 4. Northants. This scarcity 
of monastic foundations in Northamptonshire at the 
Conquest is in contrast to the number of important 
Fenland and East Anglian monasteries which had 
been established in the 10th century. 

4 T!J.is number refers to monasteries and priories 
and does not include hospitals and colleges, or the 
Preceptory of Knights Hospitallers, founded at 
Dingley in the reign of Step hen. 
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de St.Liz or Senlis, second Earl of Northamp
ton. Simon's father, another Simon, had come 
over from Normandy towards ,the end of the 
Conqueror's reign and had been created Earl 
of NorthamPFon by William Rufus .. He it was 
who built the castle here and founa.e-d, before 
1100, the Cluniac priory of St. Andrew at the 
northern end of the borough, which he en
dowed, among .other gifts, with land in 
Hardingstone. In,., about the year 1145,. the 
Prior and Convent of St. Andrew notIfied 
"all th\'! sons of Holy Mother Church" by a 
charter now in the Northamptonshire Record 
Office at Delapre Abbey, that they had granted 
for a consideration to Earl Simon II "the site 
which he sought from them in the territory of 
Hardingstone, on which to build a monastery 
of St. Mary where nuns may serve God and 
the aforesaid Virgin."5 

As Simon 1. had made St. Andrew's a priory 
of the Cluniac Order, which, as other priories, 
was ruled directly from the great Abbey of 
Cluny in Burgundy, so his son carried on the 
tradition by making his House for women a 
nunnery of the same Order. The nunneries 
were more independent of Cluny than the 
priories and had the right of electing their own 
'abbesses, subject to confirmation by the bishop 
of the diocese, who, instead of the Abbot of 
Cluny, as in the case of the priories, carried 
out the periodical visitations. Hence, perhaps; 
they were styled abbeys rather than priories. 
But in England a Cluniac nunnery was a great 
rarity. ~ House at Arthington in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire was founded about ten 

.. years later than Delapre,6 and, according to 
Leland, Henry VIII's Antiquary, a nunnery of 
this Order existed at Fotheringay from c.1141 
to c.1145, when it was transferred to Delapre.7 

These two, or possibly three, nunneries were 
the only ones of the C1uniac Order ever to be 
established in England. The Order; which was 
a branch of the Benedictines, had been a great 
centre of monastic reform in the 10th and 11th 
centuries, and had a great appeal to the 
Anglo-Norman aristocracy, which explains the 

5 N.R.S. Vol. IV, p. 144; where the charter is 
printed in facsimile with an English summary and 
notes by Professor Stenton, the editor, who says: 
"Its chief interest is that it brings us nearer than any 
other record to the foundation of De1apre Abbey." 

6 Knowles . and Hadcock, Medieval Religious 
Houses in England and Wales, (London, 1953), p. 222" 

7 Quoted by DU:gdale and V. C.H. Le1and does not 

devotion thereto of the Earls of Northampton. 
His new nunnery built and named, Earl 

Simon endowed it with lands in Hardingstone 
and elsewhere for the maintenance of the nuns, 
and gave to it also the churches of Earls 
Barton, Great Doddington and Fotheringay, 
and a tun of wine yearly at Pentecost for the 
celebration of the Mass. . Among numerous 
other benefactions was the right of collecting 
a cartload of firewood daily in Yardley Chase. 

THE DAILY ROUND, THE COMMON TASK 

Of the life of the nuns during the next four 
centuries there is little to report. "In truth," 
says Dom David Knowles, "intimate or 
detailed records of the nunneries are almost 
entirely wanting over the whole period between 
c.1200 and the Dissolution."8 And it is so with 
De1apre. The numbers varied. In the 13th and 
14th centuries there were probably about twenty 
nuns.9 At the bishop's visitation of 1530 only 
eleven appeared in the chapter-house. It 
may safely be assumed that in general the nuns 
were of gentle birth and came from a wide area 
around Northampton. They wore a black 
habit, and for the first two centuries they 
would, as others of their class, have spoken 
French among themselves. Though nuns of 
other Orders often took girls into their convents 
to educate, there is no evidence whether this 
happened at Delapre. The recitation of the 
daily offices of the church, beginning at 2.0 a.m. 
with matins and ending with compline before 
they retired to rest, occupied much of the day. 
The monotony of life was broken by the arrival 
of beggars at the gate, or by the entertainment 
of the Abbess's guests or of travellers, for the 
road to London lay within five minutes walk of 

. their doors. The great festivals of the Church ' 
were eagerly looked forward to. At long intervals 
repairs to the church or convent buildings pro
vided an interesting topic of conversation, as 
for example in 1258 when a new refectory was 
built. 

The periodical visitations of the Bishop of 
Lincoln must have ~aused mixed feelings of 

give the so:urce of his information. 

S David Knowles, The Religious Orders in England, 
. Vol. II, p. viii. 

. 9 Serjeantson, (Delapre Abbey, pp. 9, 10), s.uggests 
40, but this is probably · an over-estimate. Most 
nunneries had under 20 nuns. See Eileen · Power, 
Medieval English Nunneries (1922), pp. 2,3. - _ 
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excitement, awe, and trepidation, and the death 
of an abbess and the election of her successor 
was of course an event of the greatest' moment 
to the little community. Sometimes, as in 1334, 
there was violent disagreement in the convent. 
Isabella of Cottesbrooke was elected abbess by 
a small majority. The bishop intervened and her 
rival Katherine Knyvett was appointed. The 
supervision of the home farm at De1apre and 
the management of the Abbey's lands in many 
scattered parishes,IO though a steward was em
ployed, required the constant attention of the 
Abbess, who was thus kept in touch with 
mundane and practical affairs. But once a year 
all the nuns were in touch with the outside 
world, for each Easter Monday the members of 
the Weavers' Guild of Northampton used 

"after the good and commendable custom of 
their craft, to go honestly with their tapers of 
wax, as it hath been continued of old ancient 
time to the house of our Lady St. Mary of de 
la pre beside Northampton, there offering up 
their said tapers before the images of the 
Trinity and our Lady there. And to have after, 
their customable drinking and communication 
together." 11 

. All these comings ap.d goings, hO'wever, were 
of merely local or domestic interest, but on 
two notable occasions in the long course of its 
existence, the nunnery was brought moment
arily on to the fringe of national events. 

QUEEN ELEANOR'S CROSS 

On 28th November, 1290, the Queen of 
England (Eleanor of Castile, wife of Edward I) 
died at Harby in Nottinghamshire. Her body 
was embalmed at Lincoln, and on December 
4th the solemn procession, accompanied by t!J.e 
King, set out from that city on the long journey 
to Westminster. Halts for the night were made 
at Graniham, Stamford, Geddington, De1apre, 
Stony Stratford, Woburn, Dunstable, St. 
Albans, Waltham Abbey, West Cheap, and 
there was a final pause at Chari~g before the 
body was taken to Westminster Abbey on 
December 14th,12 where the funeral took place 
three days later. Of the two stopping-places in 

10 At the Dissolution the nuns had land in 18 
parishes in Northants, 3 in Bucks and 3 in Leicester
shire, in addition to their demesne land in Harding
stone and Far Cotton. 

11 Serje~ntson, op. cit., p. 19. On the strength of 
this old.custom, the Worshipful Company of Weavers 
in the City of London sent a donation to the De1apre 
Abbey Repair Fund in 1956. 

Northamptonshire, Geddington was chosen 
because there was a royal residence there. At 
Northampton the King probably lay at the 
Castle, while from the ' position of Queen 
Eleanor's Cross, it is evident that her body was 

QUEEN ~LEANOR'S CROSS ON ,DELAPRE HILL 

carried through the town and out at the south 
gate (where the Bridge Street traffic lights now 
are), over the river bridge, and, turning left, 
into the convent church at De1apre. Here the 
nuns kept vigil throughout the night while tJ1e 

r' 

12 For a description of the journey, see Joseph 
Hunter in Archaeologia, Vol. XXIX (1842), pp. 167-
191, On the Death of Eleanor of Castile, Consort of 
King Edward I, and the Honours paid to her Memory. 
The King left the cortege at St. Albans, going 
on ahead to make arrangements f9r the funeral. The 
average pace of' about 15 miles a day was not bad 
considering the time of the year and the state of the 
roads. The distance was about 150 miles. 
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divine offices were said.13 The next morning 
the funeral train wound out of the convent gate 
and turned south towards Lon~on. Half way 
up Delapre hill a pause was made while a place 
by the side of. the road was solemnly set aside 
and consecrated for the future erection of a 
magnificent monument in stone with figures 
of t!te Queen,-the very monument which we 
see there today .after nearly seven hundred 
years, and one of t}:I;e three surviving out of the 
twelve crosses erected by the King between 
Harby . and Westminster. The cortege then 
passed slowly out of sight of the roadside 
watchers from Northa~pton and the adjacent 
villages on its way towards London. 

Readers of Miss Deanesly's article on "The 
Ancestry of Village Crosses"14 will remember 
that the erection of a cross at the spot where 
the body of a notable had rested on its way to 

, burial was a very ancient custom of the Church. 
Originally connected with exorcism, by the 
13th century this motive had become blended 
with the desire both to commemorate the dead 
and to secure the prayers of the faithful for the 
soul of the departed.15 And so we have Queen 
Eleanor's Cross, not near the Abbey but by the 
King's highway, so that the myriads of travellers 
who have since passed that . way should give a 
passing thought ' to the well-loved queen
"Regina bonae memoriae," as she was called.16 

THE BATTLE OF NORTHAMPTON 

A hundred and seventy years after Queen 
Eleanor~ death, the Battle of Northampton 

. was fought (10th July, 1460) between the river 
Nene and Delapre Abbey, and "the quiet life 
of the inmates was rudely broken in upon by 
war with all its attendant horrors." The long
drawn-out struggle between Lancastrians and 
Yorkists known as the Wars of the Roses was 
nearing its end. Henry VI had j~st held a 

13 No records have survived describing the occasion 
at Delapre, but on the analogy of what happened at 
St. Alban's Abbey, of which an account has survived 
in Rishanger's Chronicle, it i.~ safe to assume that 
the same procedure was followed at De1apre. 

U Northants Past and Present, Vol. I, No. 4, (1951), 
pp. 10-18. 

15 As Sir Robert Brudenell in 1530 provided in his _ 
will for "pictures" of him and his two wives to be 
placed on his tomb at Deene "for a remembrance 
only, for our souls to be prayed for." 0. Wake, The 
Brudenells of Deene, p. ' 34). 

16 The Northampton Cross was erected between 
1291 and 1294, and a pavement or causeway was laid 
from the town to the cross. J. Hunter, op. cit., p. 183. 

Parliament at Coventry when he heard of the 
approach of the Y orkist Earl of Warwick and 
his son with an army of several thousand men. 
Henry marched to Northampton, crossed the 
Nene, and "jn the meadows beside the nunnery, 
having the river at his back," as a contemporary 
described it, proceeded to dig himself in. 
Warwick advanced through Towcester and 
Blisworth and at 2.0 p.m. launched the attack. 
Owing to the treachery of Lord Grey of Ruthyn, 
in half an hour the battle was over, the leading 
Lancastrians had been killed and the King 
taken prisoner. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Bishop of London who had been watching 
the ·battle from Queen's Cross (which had 
already lost its head)!7 came down the hill and 
led the King into the nunnery, whence he was 
taken away captive to London. Many of the 
slain-there were not above 300-were buried 
in the Abbey church or ' in the church-yard to 
the east of it, and it may well be supposed that 
the wounded were taken in and cared for by 
the nuns. (The site of the churchyard was 
discovered in 1895 when a sewer was being laid, 
and stone coffins were unearthed in what was 
then the laundry ground on the south-west side 
of the present walled garden). 

THE NUNNERY 

The first abbess of Delapre was Azelina. 
There is then a gap in the record until the 
appointment of Cecilia de Daventry in 1220, 
but from her onwards the list is complete. Of 
the twenty abbesses recorded, seven came 
respectively from Daventry, Naseby, Wollaston, 
Cottesbrooke, Wootton, Moulton, and Sywell, 
while the surnames of three others-Mallory, 
,de Pavely, Knyvett,-suggest a local origin.18 
Katherine Knyvett was abbess from 1334 to 
1349 when she died of the Black Death, which 
also swept off seven of the nine incumbents of 

17 "The hill of the headless cross," so called (in 
Latin, of course) by the chronicler, Stone, in de
scribing this episode. (Serjeantson, p. 23). 

18 See Serjeantson and V.C.H., Vol. II. This local 
re.cruitment is a very characteristic feature of medieval 
English monasticism. It was a common habit for 
monks and nuns on entering religion to take the 
names of the villages from which they came, dropping 
any family surname they may have had, which 
enables thelrprovenance to be traced. See N.R.S. 
XII, p. 51, The Last Days of Peterborough Monastery, 
ed. W. T. Mellows, pp. xcvi, 51,52, where the list of 
monks at the Dissolution gives both their names--.in 
religion and their surnames resumed on quitting the 
monastery. 
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Northampton churches and the Master of St. 
John's Hospital. Only two lists of the nuns have 
survived: one for the year 1530 which records 
the names of eleven nuns present in the Chapter 
House at the bishop's visitation,19 the other 
(for 1538) is the list of the nine nuns pensioned 
at the Dissolution, for in 1536 Henry VIII 
proceeded to dissolve ~ll the smaller monasteries 
throughout the land. _ 

The nuns were human and it was inevitable 
that over a period of four centuries some of 
them should have fallen below the highest 
standards of grace. In 1300, for example, under 
the rule of Margery de Broke, three nuns 
named Isabella, Matilda and Ermentrude found 
the rigours of the life too much for them. They 
fled from the convent and were found living 
abandoned lives as apostates in secular clothing 
to the disgrace of religion, for which they were 
excommunicated with bell and candle. A few 
years later Agnes, another nun, was denounced 
for apostasy and for appearing in the choir in a 
velvet gown. In an attempt to mend matters 
the Bishop set the vicar of Rothersthorpe to 
rule over the House, but in the end Abbess 
Margery was herself excommunicated and 
eventually resigned. -This seems to have been 
the worst patch in the life of the nunnery, 
unless the neglect to keep proper accounts and 
to preserve the parchment rolls on which they 
were written, in the common chest "for the 
information of them that come after," as the 
Bishop of Lincoln bid the Abbess do in 1435, 
be counted a more heinous offence. It should 
be remembered that faults to be set right had 
to be recorded, whereas decades of virtuous 
and godly living or of heroic patience and 
humility towards an intolerable superior are 
passed over by the bishop with a laconic 

"Omnia bene." We may be veq' sure that much 
good lies interred with the bones of the nuns 
beneath what is now part of the walled flower
garden at Delapre. 

SUPPRESSION OF THE ABBEY 

In 1536 Henry VIII proceeded to suppress 
all the smaller monasteries throughout the land. 
By a great effort the aged Abbess of Delapre, 
by paying an enormous sum (£266 in addition 
to grants of land and rent) managed to obtain a 
re grant of the Abbey, for nothing could be said 
against her management of the House. But two 
years later, by an abominable breach of faith, 
she was forced to agree to a deed of surrender, 
which was executed in the chapter-house on 
December 16th, 1538.20 The King's Com
missioner who took the surrender was touched 
with compassion for the Abbess, who, he 
declared in his report a week later, was "a very 
sickly and a~ aged woman, and hath been 
Abbess here above 30 years." He begged that 
she might be treated generously. In another 
report (Dec. 28th) he wrote: "She is a good 
aged woman and her house in a good state." 

And' so, in mid-winter, the nuns packed up 
their clothes and with grief in their hearts went 
forth into the world again to lead a secular life 
among such of their friends alld relations as 
were ready to take them in. They all received 
pensions, the Abbess a very generous one. 
Their furniture and household goods- were 
presumably sold by the King's men, but we 
know for certain that two chalices and a pyx 
were taken' to London. The Convent was 
emptied and the doors closed, and thus ended 
the first chapter in the history of Delapre 
Abbey, which had lasted for just over four 
hundred years. 

A COUNTRY HOUSE-THE TATES OF DELAPRE 

The secular history of Delapre Abbey since 
the Reformation can be briefly given. Lead to 
the value of £136.6.8 was stripped from the 
roof and sold, as were the three convent bells. 
The buildings and demesne lands were let to a 
tenant in 1539 and in 1543 were exchanged by 

, the Crown for other lands with John Mershe of 
London, who was evidently one of the un-

19 Lincs Record Society, :XXXV, p. 114. 

. 20 Bridges Northants, Vol. I, p. 365. 

pleasant race of land speculators bred by the 
Dissolution.21 Within three years he had sold 
the property to the family who were to remain 
in possession for just over two centuries. The 
name of this family was Tate. 

Sir John Tate, citizen, ale-brewer and mercer 
of London, who was Lord Mayor in 1496, had 
a son Bartholomew, who was much employed 

21 See Letters flnd Papers of Henry VIII, Vol. XIX, 
pt. ii, p. 311, for his purchase of lands of several 
dissolved monasteries in 1544 . 
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on the continent and in military affairs by King 
Henry VIII. He married Anne Saunders of 
Harrington, Northants, and ·she it was who, 
with her son Bartholomew Tate and her third 
husband, Andrew Wadham, bought Delapre 
in 1548,22 and'built on the site of part of the old 
nunnery a range of rooms still in existence on 
the north side of the old cloisters. The seven 
generations of Tates who lived at Delapre 
produced some men of distinction. 

Bartholomew 11 (the first of Delaprt!) was M.P. 
for Coventry in 1572.23 His eldest son William, 
who was knighted in 1606, was a -conspicuous 
local character, under J ames I. He was appointed . 
a deputy-lieutenant for the Western division of 
the County by the Lord Lieutenant, Thomas, 

,first Earl of Exeter, and had a forcible way of 
expressing his opinion to his brother deputies. 
On 29th June, 1613, he wrote to Sir Edward 
Montagu at Boughton;-

" Sir, If we poor westernlings may know 
anything of your eastern passages -in which 
you are very reserved, . : . I pray you let me 

J understand whether my Lord· of Exeter be 
at Burghley ... I wish better correspon
dency, and mote equal respect which I must 
confess, and that with some trouble, I find 
a matter rightly to be complained of 
amongst us, who should have our mouth 
and our mind to speak and determine of 
public causes . . . I rest, . 

Your poor loving friend, 
. Will: Tate."24 

Sir William was also a Justice of the Peace, a 
Commissioner for · Subsidies, Sheriff of the 
County in 1603-4, M.P. for Corfe. Castle in 
1593, and for Northamptonshire in. 1614.25 He 

' died in 1617. 
William had a younger brother, Francis, who, 

in addition to being a justice itinerant in Wales, 
M.P. for Northampton (1601), and for Shrews
bury (1604-11), was, as will perhaps be of 
greater interest to our readers, ~'a very judicious 
antiquary, eminent for his knowledge in the law 
and his skill in the Saxon language, and an 
assiduous student of Domesday Book,"26 who 

22 Anne's second husband was Sir Thomas 
Longueville of Little Billing and Wolverton, and her 
third was uncle to the founder of Wadham College. 
See Bridges, op. cit., I, p. 365. 

23 He had a property it?- Warwickshire. 

24 The Mqntagu Musters Book, ed. Joan Wake, 
(N.R.S. Vol. VII, pp. 234, 235). The deputy lieu
tenants were in charge of the training of the militia, 
for which purpose they worked the County in two 
divisions, the east and the west. ,For further particu
lars of Sir Wm. Tate, see ibid., p. 247, also Musters 

has been given his niche in the Dictionary of 
National Biography. He would, one supposes, 
be glad to mow of the use to which his old . 

, home is now being put. 
Sir William Tate was succeeded by his son, 

Zouch, who was born in 1606. In 1640 the 
Mayor and Corporation of Northampton went 
out to Delapre to tell him that without his 
knowledge they had unanimously elected him 
as member for the Borough in what was later 
to be known as the Long Parliament. Tate was 
a 'strong Parliamentarian and in 1644 moved 
the Self-denying Ordinance. He had a pretty 
taste in building, and it is to him that we owe 
the lovely entrance porch and most' of the west 
front of Delapre (as far as the Victorian addition 
at the south end). On, the east side of what 
remained of the abbey buildings he built a 
kitchen with a huge fire-place which -is still 
there, and on the site of the chancel of the 
convent church he put up a dairy and other 
outbuildings, and ip doing so disturbed the 
vault, and it was , probably one of the stone 
coffins thrown out at this time that was found 
(empty) in 1940 just in front .of the former 
laundry, when it was being converted, into a 
cottage.27 Zouch died in 1651. 

Of the next two generations after Zouch, his 
son William was high sheriff in 1670, but of 
his grandson Bartholomew there is nothing to 
report. He died in 1704, leaving a son, also 
Bartholomew, who married Arundel Stratford 
of Overstone; Their only surviving child, Mary 
Tate, married in 1749 a sailor named Charles ' 
Hardy, who received from his parents-in-law 
as his wedding present, Delapre Abbey and 
estate, but less than eighteen months after the 
marriage, Mary died and was buried at 
,Hardingstone. Hardy had a most distinguished 
career and was Governor of New York from 
1755 to 1757.28 His long service overseas did 
not permit him to spend much of his time at 
Delapre, and in 1756 the house was advertised 
in the Northampton Mercury (March 8th) to be 

Beacons and Subsidies, ed. Joan Wake, (N.R.S. Vol. 
Ill). 

, 25 N.R.S. VII, 234-5. 
26 Bridges' op. cit., I, 366. See also D. C. Douglas, . 

English Scholars, p. 170. . 
27 Information from Mr. W. Ansell, Nov., 1958. He 

said the coffin was empty. It, was found on the east 
'side of the' building, close to the door then being 
made into the garden, and was re-buried where found. 

28 He was knighted in 1755, rose to the rank of Rear
Admiral, was M.P. for Portsmouth in 1774, dying ~n 
1780 (See D.N,B.). 
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let. The advertisement says that the coach
house and stables for 20 horses had been lately 
built. In 1762 it was rented by two Northamp
ton surgeons (Lyon and Litchfield) to house 
their patients undergoing inoculation.29 Even
tually in 1764 Captain Hardy sold the Delapre 
estate for £22,000. 

THE BOUVERIES OF DELAPRE 

The purchaser was Edward, the younger son 
of Sir J acob Bouverie, later Viscount Folkestone, 
whose eldest son was created Earl of Radnor. 
Edward married an heiress in a small way, 
Mary Clarke of Hardingstone. He was M.P. 
for Northampton for 20 years before his death 
in 1810 and was succeeded by 'his son Edward 
who took a great part in local affairs, and as a 
Liberal and staunch supporter of the Reform 
Bill, was immensely popular in Northampton. 
He died in 1858, aged 91, "emphatically the old 
English gentleman," as the Mercury described 
him (17th April, 1858). 

Edward was succeeded by his son, General , 
Everard William Bouverie (1789-1871), who 
fought in the Peninsula and was A.D. C. to the 
Duke of Wellington at Waterloo. He was 
Equerry to Queen Victoria, built schools at 
Hardingstone and Far Cotton, and was a man 
well-liked by his neighbours.3o 

On his death in 1871 at the age of 85, 
Delapre passed to his nephew, John Augustus 
Sheil Bouverie. On his death in 1894 he was 
succeeded in turn by his son of the same names 
who died in 1905, and then by his daughter, 
Mary Helen Bouverie. 

In 1905, the estate being somewhat encum
bered, the Abbey was let to John Cooper Esq., 
boot and shoe manufacturer of Northampton, 
who lived there with his wife and their fine 
family of one daughter and seven sons 1Jlltil his 
death in 1906. The sons, who were mQst of 
them in the family business, hunted with the 

. Grafton Hounds and kept their own pack of 
foot beagles. . 

Miss Mary Bouverie in the meantime lived 
with her mother at Hardingstone, and did not 
come to Delapre until the spring of 1914. She 
was one of the best of "squires," a Justice of the 
Peace for the County and a very able woman 
who did yeoman service in many good causes, 

29 Mercury advt., April 12th, 1762. These surgeons 
were the first on the staff of Northampton Infirmary 
when it was opened in 1749. 

notably for the Women's Institutes. She was 
always ready to throw open her park and lovely 
garden to the public, in which innumerable 
treats, functions, parties and agricultural shows 
were held. The present writer has a vivid 

MISS MARY BOUVERIE 

recollection of her many years ago singing and 
dancing "Here we come gathering nuts and 
may" with the Hardingstone children on the 
lawn at Delapre. She was unlucky in that her 

. life as mistress of Delapre began with the first 
and ended with the second World War. In 
September, 1940, the Abbey was requisitioned 
by the War Office, and Miss Bouverie moved 
to Pond House, Duston. In 1942 she sent for 
her bailiff, Mr. W. Ansell, and told him she 
wanted to die at Delapre. He had rooms in the 
stables prepared for her, where she died some 

30 His gold artd diamond snllfl:-box was given by 
Miss W. Pleydell-Bouverie in 1956 to be sold for the 
Delapre Abbey Repair Fund. It fetched £300. 
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months later on 20th January, 1943, the last of 
the Bouveries of Delapre. She was a kind and 
cheerful pers~n and her memory" is still green 
among her many friends and very fragrant in 
her own village, of Hardingstone wh~re she was 
much beloved. 

THE LAST TWELVE YEARS 

In 1946 her nephew and heir, Major Uthwatt 
Bouverie, sold Delapre Abbey with 586 acres of 
land to Northampton Corporation. The War 
Office relinquished the house in 1948, when it 
was requisitioned by the Ministry of Works, 
and the County War Agricultural Committee 
moved in and stayed until 1953. The Estates 
Committee of the Corporation occupied part of 
the house as offices for the next four years. 

In November, 1957, the Trustees of the 
Delapre Abbey Repair Fund were given right 
of entry, to repair the building and adapt it for 
use as the Northamptonshire Record Office and . 
as the headquarters of the Northamptonshire 
~ecord Society. With Mr . .. David Nye as 
architect and Messrs. Simcock and Usher of 
Far Cotton as contractors, the work was com
pleted within twelve months. How the long 

negotiation.s between the Local Authorities for 
the acquisition of the Abbey for the above 
. purposes had broken down, how in consequence 
it was very nearly demolished, and how the 
Record Society during 1956 raised £15,000 (to 
which the Ministry of Works added £5,000) 
to carry out the repairs, is another story. 

To bring the history of Delapre right up to 
date it remains to say that on November 10th, 
1958, a lease of the Abbey for 99 years at a 
pepper-corn rent by Northampton Corporation 
to the Northamptonshire County Council was 
executed, the building to be used solely for the 
purposes above-mentioned. Some fifty tons of 
records and 5,000 books have now been trans
ferred from Lamport Hall to Delapre, and 
though their arrangement is not yet complete, 
students are admitted. Thus, after four hundred 
years as a nunnery and another four hundred 
as a squire's home, having in these divers ways 
made its contribution to the life of Northamp
tonshire, Delapre Abbey has started anew 
career as a centre for the study of the history 
of our County, of its ancient Borough of North
ampton, and of the Soke of Peterborough.31 

JOAN WAKE. 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

(i) MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

(cf. drawings "on p. 241) 

WHEN the nunnery was founded in the mid
twelfth .century, it was presumably provided 

"with the usual set of buildings - church, 
cloister, chapter-house, dormitory, refectory, 
etc.-in the romanesque style of the period. 
About a hundred years later the need was felt 
for considerable repairs and rebuilding, for 
which the King gave grants of timber -from 
neigh,bouring forests at various dates between 
1232 and 1258, including ten beams in 1232 
for the repair of the church and five oaks in 
1258 for making the refectory (ad refectorium 

31 I am indebted to Mr. W. 'A. Pantin for reading 
the proofs of the above sununary history of Delapre 
Abbey, and for many helpful suggestions, which have 
been adopted. 

32 Close Rolls, 1231-4, p. 169; ibid., 1256-9, p. 261; 
cf. Serjeantson, op. cit., pp. 3-4. ' 

33 For descriptions and plans of some comparable 
nunneries, see: Kington Priory, Wilts, Archaeologia, 
LXXIII (1922-3), 244 ff; Little Marlow and Burn
ham, Bucks, Records of Bucks, VIII, 419 ff, 517 ff; 
St. Katherine's Priory, Polsloe, Exeter, Devon 

suum inde faciendum).32 Although there are few 
if any recognizable architectural features of 
medieval date to be seen above ground at 
Delapre, it seems possible to reconstruct con
jecturally the lay-out of the medieval nunnery, 
in the light of what we know about other 
nunneries, with a fair amount of probability. 33 

This does not seem to be one of those places 
,where a clean sweep was made at once of the 
monastic buildings to erect the post-suppression 
house. It seems very probable that the internal 
courtyard CV on plan) represents the cloister 
court of the nunnery, about 67 feet square, 
which is near the average size for the cloisters 
of smaller nunneries, and that the thick walls 

(continued on page 237) 

Archaeological Exploration Association Proceedings, 
11,110 ff ; surveys of twelve small Yorkshire priories, 
including, the Cluniac priory of Arthington, Yorkshire 
Archaeological Journal, IX, 197 ff, 321 ff; Hinching
brooke, Royal Commission on Historical Monuments, 
Huntingdon, .p. 152; Lacock Abbey, Wilts, (a larger 
house), Archaeologia, LVII, 125 ff. Some idea of the 
furnishing of a small nunnery, including the nuns' 
cel1s, can be got from the inventory of Minster Priory 
in Sheppey (1536), printed by M. E. C. Wakott, 
Archaeologia Cantiana, vii, 290 ff. 



DELAPRE ABBEY FROM THE SOUTH-WEST, (1ST JUNE, 1818) 

shewing the junction of the 17th century entrance front with the loftier 18th century 
fa9ade on the right. From an original drawing, probably by J. P. Neale 
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This probably 
represents the Nave of 
the Nuns' Church; 
there are traces of a 
medieval window 
between the se1cond 
and third windows, 
from the left, on the 
first floor 
Photo by National 
Buildings Record 

s 

N 

THE NORTH RANGE, FROM THE NORTH 

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY GROUND PLAN OF DELAPRE ABBEY 

shewing the new south range built c.1749. From the Bouverie papers 
in the Northamptonshire Record Office 
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DELAPRE ABBEY 

PART OF THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY WEST FRONT 

shewing the curvilinear gable, battlemented screen-wall, and porch 

Photo by H . C. Frost Esq. 
THE MID-18TH CENTURY SOUTH FRONT 

with the early 19th century library on the left 
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MID-16TH CENTURY DOORWAY 

leading to the spiral staircase 
in the' nOTth range 

STAIRCASE LEADING FROM THE ENTRANCE HALL 

to the South range: probably 18th century, 
remodelled in the early 19th century 

',~~.~""" ' ~ ... ' .• . ,'. 
. , / 

. .. ~ .i t1 

THE MID-18TH CENTURY STABLES, FROM THE WEST 

T hese three photographs by courtesy of th e National Buildings Record 
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on the north-west, north, east and south sides 
of the court contain a medieval core. It also 
seems likely that the corridor (B,B,B) running 
round three sides of the court is on the site of 

" the medieval cloister walks, though the actual 
walls must have been largely rebuilt after the 
suppression, since the medieval cloister would 
have had open arches giving on to the courtyard. 
There survive two curious stone lanterns, built 
into the corners of the wall at (1) and (1) on 
the plan, evi~ently designed to throw light on 
the north-west and north-east corners of the 
corridor or cloister walk; these may well be 
medieval, for a night -lighting device of this 
kind (like the stone cressets that have been 
found in other monastic sites) seems more 
suitable and useful to a nunnery, to light the 
nuns' access to the church for the night-office, 
for instance, than to a Tudor private house. If 
the courtyard represents the cloister, then the 
nuns' church, in order to be properly orientated, 
must have lain either north or south of the 
courtyard-more probably north, because stone 
coffins were found in 1895 in an area to the 
north-east (Z on plan), no doubt on the site of 
the medieval graveyard, which would be east 
of the church. The outer walls of the existing 
northern range (F,G,I,J) may perhaps repre
sent the shell of the nave of the church; there 
are many post-medieval insertions of doors, 
windows, floors, etc., but in the outside of the 
north wall (at (2) on plan) there seem to be 
traces of an older window, at a "level over
lapping the present ground and first floors, and 
this may be one of the nave windows ( cf. 
illustration on p. 234); and the very thick wall 
between E and F may be the west wall of the 
nave. This would give a nave of about 65 feet 
long and 20 feet wide (F,G,I,J on plan). East of 
this, divided by a pulpitum or choir screen, 
would have been the nuns' choir, perhaps about 
60 feet long by 20 feet wide (X on plan). The 
choir was probably aisleless and without tran-: 
septs; the plan of a simple aisleless parallelo
gram was common in nunneries, at any rate in 
the smaller ones, because nuns, unlike monks, 
did not need a large number of side altars for 
the celebration of private Masses. The east 
range would have been on the site of rooms K, 
L,M, and the eastern part of N; it has been 
largely rebuilt in the seventeenth century, but 
the thick west wall dividing it from the cloister 
probably has a medieval core and is continued 

southwards by a wall below ground level 
(marked 3,3 on plan), which divides the cellars 
under room N into two. The medieval eastern 
range was probably about 20 feet wide and at 
least 90 feet long, that is to say, reaching to the 
line of the present south front. The first floor 
would have been occupied by the nuns' dormi
tory, which in the later middle ages would 
probably have been divided into two rows of 
cubicles or chambers, each about 8 feet by 10 
feet, lit by small window.s, as can be traced for 
instance at Littlemore nunnery near Oxford; 
it may have been reached by a staircase at the 
north end, conveniently near the church for 
access for the night-office. The ground floor of 
the ea~~ range would have certainly contained 
the chapter house; the southern half may have 
served as a "warming house" or a parlour or 
day room for the nuns. The south range (on 
the site of rooms P,O, and the western part 'of 
N) would certainly have contained the refectory; 
the ground rises here, and the refectory (like the 
present south rooms) was probably raised up a 
few feet above the level of the cloister, with an 
undercroft below. The kitchen would have been 
at the south-west corner" (Q), where it could 
have served both the nuns' refectory and the. 
adjoining guest-house. The west range (on'the 
site of the seventeenth century entrance 
front, A,C on plan) probably contained at the 
north end, nearest the church (C), the abbess's 
lodging on the first floor with the outer parlour 
below, and south of this, a guest-house con
sisting of a hall, with perhaps a buttery anq 
chamber reaching to the kitchen; this hall may 
have been raised up on the first floor (as at 
Lacock and Polsloe) and would have served 
both as the abbess's hall and the guest hall. 

John Bridges, writing c.1719-24, says of 
Delapre Abb,ey: "The modern house stands on 
the site of the old convent; of which there 
remain only some battlements at the west end 
and what is supposed to have been part of the 
chapel."34 The "part of the chapel" was perhaps 
the nave, i.e., the north range, which may have 
had some recognizable medieval features before 
the 18th century sash windows were inserted 
(cf. illustration on p. 234). Bridges may possibly 
have mistaken the battlements on the seven
teenth century west front ( see below) for 
medieval work, taking the screen wall for a 
ruin. 

34 John Bridges, History of Northamptonshire (Oxford, 1791), I, p. 366. 
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(ii) SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

Soon after the suppression, the Abbey was 
acquired by. the Tate family, and it was 
probably Bartholomew Tate (d. 1572) who 
began the process of adapting or reQuilding the 
abbey buildings for domestic purposes. The 
nuns' church would be the part least suitable 
for domestic use and would require earliest and 
mos~ drastic remodelling. The outer walls of 
the nave may have:been retained, but this shell 
was evidently divided up by cross walls and 
floors (F,G,I,J) and on the south side were 
inserted the two Tudor doorways and the 
newel stair (4; H on plan, cf. plate on p. 236). 
The nuns' choir was no doubt dismantled and 
left a ruin. The monastic buildings round the 
other three sides of the cloister may have been 
used for the time being with little alteration; 
the western range, containing the abbess's 
lodging and guest-house, and the eastern or 
dormitory range, containing the nuns' chambers, 
could easily be adapted for domestic purposes, 
and even the refectory in the south range may 
have served as a great hall (as at Hinching
brooke). The cloister walks, except for the 
lanterns at the corners, must have been rebuilt 

· ~ither now or in the next century; the doorway 
1n the east walk (5 on plan) looks more like the 
later period. 

(iii) SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 
(cf. drawing on p .. 233) 

Zouch Tate (1606-51) was probably respon
sible for, the removal of much medieval work 

. and for the extensive rebuilding which has 
given Delapre its predominantly seventeenth 
century look. Walker, in his Sufferings_ of the 
Clergy (London, 1714, pt. I; p. 91), tells us that 
Zouch Tate "built on the Scite of the Nunnery 
and Part of the Church; turned other Parts of 
it to prophane Uses, Particularly, the Chancel, 
to a Dairy, Buttery, and other such~Offices. In 
digging and altering, he Violated . the Ashes of 
many great Personages: and among them, those 
of Simon, sometime· Earl of Northampton, the 
Founder of the Nunnery; who lay interr'd 
there in a Vault." This probably means that 
Zouch Tate among other .things demolished 
what was left of the nuns' choir and that he 
erected the existing range of outbuildings (Y 
on plan) on the site of the east end, where the 
founder is likely to have been buried. It was 
Zouch Tate who· probably rebuilt the east 
range, containing the kitchen (K) and other 

offices (L,M) and the rooms above; and he 
probably inserted the ground floor windows in 
the north range; all the mullioned windows on 
'the east, north and west sides of the house have 
more or less the same style of mouldings, 
though those on the west are a little more 
elaborate. The most spectacular change must 
have been on the west side, where the medieval 
west range was presumably pulled down, and 
in place there was built a new entrance front, 
consisting of two projecting wings with curvi
lin~ar gables, one south-west (= Q, later re
built), the other north-west (= C),with a plain 
g~ble (= D,E) beyond. Between the projecting 
WIngs 1S a recessed central fa~ade with a porch 
(A) flanked by two stories of four-light win
dows; the whole composition is well shown in 
the. 1818 drawing (facing p. 232). The most 
cunous feature of the entrance front is this: we 
should expect the entrance porch (A) to lead 
~to a solid range of building containing a great 
hall and other important rooms; but instead it 
only leads into the side of a narrow corridor on 
the site of the west cloister walk (B). In fact 
the west fa~ade is, and must always have been, 
a mere sC,reen wall, a kind of dummy, masking 
cOII~parat1v~ly low and unsubstantial buildings
behind, as 1S shown by the gable at the back of 
the north-west wing (C). It may be that Zouch 
Tate intended to build a solid block, containing 
a great hall, etc., behind his entrance fa~de, 
and a new south range at right angles to it, but 
never achieved either, having to leave the west 
cloister or corridor and (perhaps) the medieval 
south range still in use. It is possible on the 
other hand that he did build a new south range 
which was swept away in the eighteenth century. 
The whole of the ground floor of the northern 
and eastern ranges seems to have been used as 
servants' offices. 

(iv) EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

.( cf. illustrations on pp. 233 :'and 235) 
Some extensive rebuilding took place about 

the ~ec0I?-d quarter of the eighteenth century, 
p~rhaps m 174?, when the heiress Mary Tate 
(d. 1750) marned Admiral Charles Hardy. A 
new s~uth range was built, containing the main 
receptIOn rooms (N,O,P), on a loftier scale and 
at a higher floor-level than Zouch Tate's work. 
At the west end, the, south-west wing of Zouch 
Tate's entrance front was retained (Q . in its 
smaUer form), and this wing thus had a seven- . 
teenth century . west gable and a much taller 
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eighteenth century south front (cf. the 1818 
drawing). Behind the main rooms was a vaulted 
corridor (T), with a circular dome-topped 
staircase projecting into the courtyard (on the 
site' of U, later rebuilt). A series of plans, un
dated but probably made in the eighteentl). 
century,35 show these alterations and give us ' 
the names and functions of the ground floor 
rooms. In 'the south range, the largest room, 
N, was the "Eating roome," 0 was the "Draw
ing roome," P the "Shilloon" (i.e. Saloon), 
and the corner room Q the "Lit~el Eating 
roome." In the north-west wing, C was the 
"Housekeeper's roome" (later the Justice 
room); in the north range (the nuns" nave), I 
was the "Buttelers pantry," J the "Small Bear 
seller" -was it the cellar or the beer that was 
small? In the east range K was' the kitchen, L 
the "Sculleary," . M the larder; a "Shooe 
roome" and a "" Stoore roome" encroached 
upon the north side of the courtyard (cf. W, 
W); and next to the circular staircase was an 
early example of a water-closet. A new staircase 
was made (R) to give a more dignified access 
from the old entrance porch (A) to the new 
rooms in the south range, via the. Saloon (P), 
while another branch of the stans (S, now 
destroyed) led up to the first floor of the nor~h 
range; this new staircase seems to be shown In 

the eighteenth century plan, but it was prob
ably remodelled and redecorated ilJ. the early 
nineteenth century, since it has domes and 
pendentives rather in the manner of Soane 
(plate on p. 236). The upper part of the east 
range may have been rebuilt and a third 

. storey added. The fine stables, to the north
east of the house, were built shortly before 
1756 (plate on p. 236). 

(v) NINETEENTH CENTURY 

The small seventeenth century south-west 

35 See note on early plans of De1apre, below. 
36 This must be after the drawing of 1818, a~d 

before the two drawings by George Clark, made In 

wing (Q) ,was rebuilt as a large library in the 
"gothic taste," c.1820-40,36 by Edward Bouverie 

,' (1767-1858). In the lat~r nineteenth century 
the main staircase (U) was rebuilt; and a con
servatory and other annexes were added at the 

. east end of the south range. 

NOTE ON EARLY PLANS OF DELAPRE 

The following plans are among the Bouverie 
papers in the Northamptonshire Record Office 

. at Delapre Abbey: (1) A ground floor plan, with 
the names of rooms (as described in the text); 
no scale given, but dimensions given; ink and 
wash; watermark = bend on shield with fleur
de-Iys and LVG, cf. E. Heawood, Watermarks 
(Hilversum, 1950), no. 159 and A. H. Shorter, 
Paper Mills and Papermakers in England 
(Hilversum, 1957), fig. 187 = 1754 (James 
Whatman I); (2) first floor plan of east and south 
ranges, without the circular staircase, and inset 
of "Eating roome" on ground floor; no scale 
given; but dimensions given; ink and wash; 
watermark = "Pro Patria" with figure of 
Britannia and Lion, cf. Heawood, no. 3708 = 
1751, and cipher "WD~'(?); (3) First floor 
plan of east and south ranges showing circular 
staircase; no scale given, but dimensions 
marked; ink and partly hatching, partly wash 
(for new work ?); watermark = bend on shield, 
as above and "JW"; (4) Plan of the out
buildings, showing the stables east . of the 
stableyard, and buildings north of it, and east 
of the kitchen the outbuilding (Y on plan) 
containing a laundry ,to the north and a dairy 
to the south; probably the same date as the 
previous plans; (5) Plan and elevation showing 
schemes of decoration for the passage behind 
the south range (T on plan). These plans may 
have been made when the property was sold to 
the Bouveries in 1764. 

W. A. PANTIN 

1854, reproduced by J. A. Gotch, The Old Halls and 
Manor HOllses of Northamptonshire (London, 1936), 
pI. 126-7. 

11 
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c::==J KEY TO THE GROUND PLAN OF DELAPRE ABBEY 
AS EXISTING (1958) 19 TH CENTY 

"Littel Eating roome" (18th century plan); 
rebuilt on larger scale c.1820-40. 

West front, rebuilt in 17th century. 
Porch. 
Corridors, probably on site of medieval 
cloister, rebuilt in 17th century. 
"Housekeepers roome" (18th century plan); 
later justice room. 
Seventeenth century staircase. 
North west room. 
North range, probably the shell of the medieval 
nave, adapted in 16th and 17th centuries. 
Passage. 
Cellar. 
Newel staircase and arched doorway, mid 
16th century. 
"Buttelers Pantry" (18th century plan). 
"Small Bear Seller" (18th century plan). 
East range, rebuilt in 17th century, on site of 
medieval dormitory range. 
Kitchen. 
"Sculleary" (18th century plan). 
"Larder" (18th century plan). 
South range, rebuilt in mid 18th century, on 
site of medieval refectory range. 
"Eating roome" (18th century plan); two 
brick vaulted 18th century cellars below. 
"Drawing roome" (18th century plan). 
."Shilloon" or Saloon (18th century plan). 

Q 

R 

S 
T 
U 

V 
W,W 

x 
y 

z 
1,1 
2 

3-3 

4 
5 
6 
7 

Stairs from · entrance to south range, 18th 
century, remodelled in early 19th century? 
Stairs to north range, now removed. 
Vaulted corridor, 18th century. 
Staircase, rebuilt in late 19th century, on site 
of 18th century circular staircase. 
Courtyard. 
Former outhouses, now removed: "Shooe 
roome" and "Stoore roome" (18th century 
plan). 
Probable site of medieval choir. 
Outhouses, probably built in 17th century on 
site of choir; contained laundry (north) and 
dairy (south) in the 18th century. 
Probable site of medieval graveyard, where 
stone coffins were found in 1895. 
Stone lanterns, probably medieval. 
Straight joint in masonry, probably marking 
position of medieval nave window. 
Line of wall in cellars, probably marking con
tinuation of medieval eastern range. 
Arched doorway, mid 16th century. 
Arched doorway, 17th century. 
Stableyard. , 
"Cestern" (18th century plan); perhaps on 
site of a medieval well ? 
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QUINTON LANE 

Photo by Major Hereward Wake 

This quiet and secluded lane leading from Quinton to Courteenhall-a tiny village right off the 
beaten track-has been lowered at this point and the trees and hedges destroyed, to enable it to pass 
under the new motor road which now crosses it at right angles just beyond the car seen in the picture. 

This view is about half-way between the two villages, looking south. 

AN OLD CUSTOM AT EARLS BARTON 

Earls Barton is a large village of about 3,000 inhabitants, 'pleasantly 
seated on the northern ridge of the fertile valley of the Nene,' as 
Kelly's Directory has it. The village, which is seven miles from 
Northampton, is a great centre of the shoe trade, and is also famous 
for the splendid Saxon tower of the parish church. 

"The inhabitants of Earls Barton are known by the villagers and towns folk 
of the neighbourhood as "Leeks." On Shrove Tuesday the housewife here does 
not get pancakes as the special dish, but 'Leek pasties.' As quite a lot of people 
still use the public bake-house, and the leek pies go there for baking, it is ad
viseable to have that dainty, or manage to cook at home on that particular day. 

Years ago a free supper, consisting of leek pies was served to all customers 
in the public houses. It is still the custom to give suppers on Shrove Tuesday, but 
the fare is now more varied. It is said in the village that in olden times a chaff 
cutter was placed on the village green on Shrove Tuesday for cutting up the 
leeks. Women caught the cuttings in their white aprons." 

(From an essay on local folk-lore; for a competition organised by the County Federation of Women's 
Institutes in 1936.) 
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HIGHAM FERRERS ELECTIONS IN 1640, 
A MIDLAND MARKET TOWN ON THE EVE OF CIVIL WAR 

AT Higham Ferrers in 1640 there were three disputed elections; two were concerned with the 
election of the single borough member to the Short and Long Parliaments and the other with the 
election of a mayor for the year following. In the Finch-Hatton collection in the Northamptonshire 
Record Office are documents relating to the Parliamentary activities of Sir Christopher Hatton1 

(who represented the borough in both Parliaments); and the borough records of Higham F errers 
, (in the same custody) and other sources provide additional material showing the growing tension 
in this small market town in Northamptonshire on the eve of the Civil War. One source of infor
mation is missing. The comprehensive series of borough court rolls, which is ' almost complete for 
the preceding years, stops short at October, 1638. 

Unrest in Northamptonshire was the subject of public expression at the beginning of 
1640. On January 8th at Quarter Sessions at Kettering the grand jury complained that there was 
"a great and unsupportable grievance lying upon the County under the name of Ship Money to 
be raised for providing of ships," for which their goods were forcibly taken and detained. They 

' prayed for redress from a burden they were not well able to bear. In March, Francis Gray, the 
Clerk of the Peace, and the foreman of the Jury, one Richard Knighton of Irthlingborough, 
were summoned before the hiw officers to answer for their part in this.2 More general discontent 
was set out in the Petition of the Freeholders of the County to the House of Commons on April 
4th 1640: 

" . . . that of late we have been unusually and insupportably charged troubled and 
grieved in our consciences persons and estates by innovation in religion, exactions in 
spiritual Courts, molestations of our Godly and learned Ministers, Ship money, 
monopolies, undue impositions, Army money, waggon money, horse money, conduct 
money and enlarging the forest beyond the ancient bounds and t};le like for not 
yielding to which things or some of them, divers of us have been molested, distrained 
or imprisoned."3 i 

Higham Ferrers itself was a busy little market town on the 'main road from London to 
Leicester, with two markets every week and four fairs ,during the year. The parish registers show 
that plague had doubled the normal death rate in 1637 and 1638, but there had been nothing like 
the disaster which disorganised the Northampton markets, which were held outside the ' town 
on Northampton' Heath, afterwards the race course.4 

The court rolls up to October 1638 show no' special traces of unrest ,except the arising of 
, a minor prophetess, Sara the wife of George Cook, who publicly proclaimed "that the town of 
Higham Ferrers should shprtly be sunk." Such a graphic forecast of the coming flood must have 
stung into action ' a Corporation over ... sensitive to this kind of comment, for she was presented at 
the October Leet in 1638 and amerced 3S. 4d. for "slander and false news." 

, The main troubles locally appear to have been threefold. First the clergy were divid~d 
between those who agreed with Archbishop -Laud in his disciplinary action in church affairs, and 

1 Sir Christopher Hatton of Kirby Hall, Northants, 
(1905 ?-1670) was descended from an uncle of Queen 
Elizabeth I's lord chancellor. He was created Baron 
Hatton in July, 1643, and was mac;le Comptrolle,r of 
the Household to Charles I later in the same year. 
He lived abroad from 1646 to 1656. He was a dis
tinguished antiquary and the famous collection of 
early charters which he made in collaboration with 
Sir William Dugdale was published in 1950 (N.R.S. 

Vol XV). See Lady Stenton's Introduction to this 
book, pp. xxi~ xxii. 

2 Calendar of State Papers (Domestic), 1639-4.0, 
p.312. 

3 Ibid. 1640, p. 7. 

4 Records of the Borough of Northampton, ed. C. A. 
Markham and J. C. Cox (1898), ii, p. 238; 
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those who held "Puritan" views and thought the Church was heading back to Rome. Changes 
such as the placing of the Communion Table at the east end and the erection of railings before it 
raised bitter dissension. Secondly, the collection of Ship Money was resented and resisted. The 
Sheriff was reporting that he could not get the Constables of the eastern division of the County 
to meet him to: arrange the collection.., and he himself was threatened by the Council in London. 
John Ekins of Rushden had a horse seized for non-payment of this tax, and it was rescued the 
same night from a barn at Raunds.5 At Kettering, Mr. Sawyer had set about the collectors.6 

Lastly, men were being mustered and impressed for the war against the Scots, whose rebellion 
was largely a revolt against the doctrine of Laud and therefore had the sympathy of the Puritan 
section of opinion here. There was difficulty in raising the men to join the army and in raising 
the various cash payments, such as coat and conduct money, which were charged on the County. 
The 1638 muster list7 contained 11 names for Higham out of a burgess list of about 140. 

Nicholas Eccles, a tailor, was mayor in the spring of 1640, when the King announced his 
intention of summoning the Parliament later known as the "Short" Parliament, and, as mayor, 
Eccles was also the returning officer. The vicar, John Digby, was a supporter of Laud who had 
recently contributed to the rebuilding of the church, the spire of which had collapsed earlier 
when Eccles was one of the churchwardens. The parish registers cease abruptly with the fall of 
Laud at the end of 1640 and Digby was subsequently removed. All the burgesses would have 
been affected directly by the three main matters which were the subject of complaint to the 
Government, and it is plain that feeling was running high. The two most considerable families 
in the borough were at loggerheads. Thomas Rudd, a Justice of the Peace "until the turbulent 
distracting times," as his tombstone in the church records, was a captain in the army and Charles 
I's Chief Engineer. He had served in the Low Countries and had several royal commissions on 
hand. Even he was driven to petition for his pay, which was some £1,300 in arrear in 1639, but 
he stated that "notwithstanding his old age [he was 55] he was still willing to hazard his life in 
the King's Service." (He served with the Royalists until his death in 1656). In 1640 he was at 
home at the Manor House on the Market Square. He leased most of the old demesne land of the 
parish from the Duchy of Lancaster and sublet it to the smaller husbandmen. The Hval family 
of Freeman were farmers of the rectory and lessees from the Crown of the remainder of the 
farm land of the parish, and they took the opposite side to Rudd in the affairs which divided the 
town. The remainder of the burgesses were yeoman,tradesmen, innkeepers, and ordinary citizens 
who were divided amongst themselves, sometimes even within their own families. 

Higham had been a borough within a parish from 1251, when 92 inhabitants were granted 
their houses and land in free burgage.8 The grantees did not include a number of villeins and 

" cottagers whose holdings, together with almost all the surrounding common fields, formed a . 
manor of the Duchy of Lancaster. In 1640, this manor was part of the jointure of the Queen.9 

The Borough had, in 1556, been incorporated anew, and, by charter of Philip and Mary on 
14th March in that year, the mayor, aldermen, and 13 capital burgesses were granted "the right 
to elect and nominate one discreet man of the Borough to be a Burgess of Parliament for the 
said Borough such Burgess to be elected at the expense and cost of the said Borough Parish 
and Commonalty and to be sent to the Parliament wherever held in manner and form as in other 
Boroughs of our Realm of England such Burgess to have an affirmative and negative voice and 
do all things that other Burgesses of Parliament dO."lO The old borough, although it had a mayor 
and borough courts, had never before sent a member to any Parliament, and the influence of 
the Duchy of Lancaster a,nd the Crown was henceforth used to secure the return of members 

11 Victoria County History of Northants, iv, p. 46. 

8 Cal. S. P. (Dom.), 1638-39, pp. 5-16,34,36,45, 
162 and 455. 

7 S. P. Dom., 17E, no. 15, m.6. 

8 Charter Ro1136 H. Ill, m.25. 

9 Patent Roll, 5 Car. I, xv, no. 6. 

10 Patent Roll, 2 and 3 Ph. and Mary, p. 8, m.27. 
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nominated by them. Letters were sent to the mayor requesting the election of their ;.candidates.ll 
Between the death of Queen Elizabeth and the Civil War the influence of Henry Montagu of 
Boughton, later Earl of Manchester appears. He was the sitting member for Higham Ferrers 
at the turn of the century, and in 1640 he was a member of Queen Henrietta Maria's Council 
and still -in a position to give a candidate some support.12 

There must have been a preliminary clash at a miniature election in the Corporation 
early in 1639. The steward of the borough, Arthur Goodday, I.P., a member of Gray's Inn, 
died in February of that year, and by the charter of the borough the election of his successor 
was in the hands of the mayor and seven aldermen.13 At that time, these eight men were equally 
divided between the two parties, but Henry Freeman was the mayor and he appears to have 
given a casting vote in favour of one John Sanderson, counsellor-at-Iaw. Nicholas Eccles was 
one of the aldermen opposing Sanderson, and the matter still rankled in October, 1640, as will 
be seen in the petition quoted below, wherein Eccles says that Sanderson "pretendeth himself 

. to be the Steward." 
The Parliamentary elections of 1640 were the first to be held since 1629, and in previous 

polls the choice had been made by the close Corporation of mayor, seven aldermen and thirteen 
capital burgesses only. On this occasion there was considerable opinion in favour of a much 
wider franchise. Three candidates appeared in the field: Sir Christopher Hatton of Kirby, who 
had been the Duchy steward at Higham since 1637 and was a Royalist; Edward Harby of 
Adstone, who had married the daughter of Henry Freeman of Higham Ferrers and was a 
supporter of the opposite side; and, a Mr. Wynn, who may have been the official nominee of 
the Queen's Council and the Duchy of Lancaster. 

The election was to be held on March 28th, and although elsewhere "this Election caused 
little stir in England," there was preparation at Higb,am at the beginning of the month. The 
Queen's Council and the Duchy sent out letters which were delivered by the Sheriff's messenger 
when he brought the writ. No copies of these letters survive, but each would have recommended 
a candidate to the burgesses for their consideration. No less than three cases were submitted 
for the opinion of learned Counsel; possibly one by each contestant. They all concern the question, 
who should be allowed to vote? The first Opinionl4 is dated 6th March and was given by Sir 
Robert Heath, a man who had been briefed for the Crown in some of the Ship Money prose
cutions. He stated that "regularly in every Borough, every inhabitant being a hQuseholder hath 
a voice" and pointed out that the Higham charter expressly says that the election is to be "sicut 
in aliis burgis." Also "if the King had meant to restrain the election to, the capital burgesses' which 
are but few in number, the Charter would have styled them so specially." 

To anyone who knew that the Corporation was heavily against the royalist candidate, it 
might have seemed that this Opinion was special pleading, but on the following day a further 
Opinionl5 was given by no less a man than Oliver St. John, who was the defender of Hampden 
in his Ship Money trial and was later to be Cromwell's Lord Chief Justice. He was not influenced 
by such thoughts when he wrote: "not only the Mayor, Aldermen and thirteen Capital 
Burgesses have voices in the election but likewise all other Burgesses within the limits of the 
Borough." He made the point that, in some places, the charter required things to be done by 
the close Corporation specifically, but that in this instance the charter was wider. He evidently _ 
knew that the previous practice had been to restrict the election to the close Corporation, for he 

11 Of Parliamentary elections at Higham in the reign 
of Elizabeth I, Sir John Neale writes: "Higham 
Ferrers, a single-member constituency, is a puzzle. 
It started the reign only too clearly at the Duchy's 
call, electing in 1559 and 1563 'The Right Worshipful 
John Purvey, Auditor ofthe South parts of the Duchy 
of Lancaster,'-a Hertfordshire gentleman ... As 
likely as not, Christopher Hatton, the rising star 
among favourites at Court, though himself a Nor
thamptonshire man, owed his seat in 1571 to Chan
cellor Sadler; and so presumably did the member in 
1572. But thereafter, the influence of Mildmay, 

Hatton, and Montagu of Boughton, great names in 
the county, would explain the elections; though it is 
just conceivable th~t these magnates operated through 
the Chancellor of the Duchy." (The Elizabethan 
House of Commons, p. 228). 

12 J. E. Neale, The Elizabethan House of Commons, 
p.228. 

13 Charter of Philip· & Mary, (Pat. Roll. 2 & 3 P. & 
M., pt. 8, m. 27.). 

14 N.R.O., Finch-Hatton MSS, nos. 3467, 3500. 
15 Finch-Hatton MSS., 3467, 3500. 

"11 
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ends "neither doth any usage . . . sithence the making of the Letters patent upon any miscon
ception thereof take away the freedom of election which is to be mad~ by all." 

On March 23rd a third Opinion16 was given by Geoffrey Palmer, a strong King's man, 
who was the member for Stamford in the Long Parliament and at the Restoration became 
Charles's Attor:lley General. Re confirmed in greater detail that "all the inhabitants within the 
Borough and Parish whether they be Borough-holders or other householders may give their 
voice~," and indicated that the term "Burgesses" related to all the "resiants" of the Borough. His 
full opinion, with reasons, is a comprehensive survey of the wider views about the · franchise, 
which were held at the time. 

Nicholas Eccles therefore had some reason to admit electors who had never before taken 
part in a Parliamentary election. In 1638 there were about 140 persons on the borough resiants' 
RollP 1.n a contemporary petition containing 75 of their names (all Duchy of Lancaster ten~ts), 
29 signed their names and the rest had to make their marks.ls From this list it appears that all 
the members of the Corporation except one could sign their names. 

Sir Christopher Ratton prepared for the election quite thoroughly. Re had copies of the 
Opinions, a list of all previous returns for the Borough,I9 and a copy of.the Indenture for the 
1586 Election,2o prepared for use in his campaign .and all these copies remain in the Finch 
Ratton Collection. In the same collection are two copies of the poll list for the Election.2l These 
are not dated but can, by other evidence, be attributed to March 1640. The first list is given in 
full; the aldermen and capital burgesses are identified and occupations have been added for the 
purpose of this paper.22 

Sir Christopher Hatton 
+ John Cluer [Innkeeper] 
+ Richard Broughton [Shoe Maker] 
+ John Marryot [Labourer] 
-+- John Barker 
+ John Allen [Mason] 
+ Tho. Foscutt 
+ Francis Wingrave [Fuller] 
+ John Se1by [Mason] 
+ John Ekins [Butcher] 
+ Richard Langley 
+ John Woodward 
~ William Langley 

John Digby 
George Barrick 
Humphrey Vivian 
Mr. Jackson 

+ Willm. Middleton 
Mr. Rudd 

+ Thomas Sanderson 
+ John Sanderson 
+ Martyn Creake 

16 Ibid. 3467, 1750. 

[Vicar] 
[Innkeeper] 
[Alderman] 
[Alderman and 
shoemaker] 

[Alderman-soldier
farmer] -
[C.B., tanner] 
[C.B., husbandman] 
[C.B., miller] 

£127 5 9 
55 12 2t 

£182 17 lI t 

17 Borough Court Roll for 1637-38. 
18 . Finch-Hatton MS., 3466. 
19 Ibid., 3375. 

Mr. Harby 
+ Mr. Worthington [Alderman] 
+ Henry Freeman [Alderman and 

millwright] 
+ Christopher Rudd [Alderman and 

innkeeper] 
Henry Freeman Esq. [Alderman and 

+ Willia~ Matthew 

Thos. Negus 
+ Arthur Heckles 

Richard Lingard 

Thos. Lynacre , 

+ Willm. Dewberry 
+ John Smyth 

John Streames 
+ John Saby 

Mr. Wynn 

farmer] 
[C.B. and husband
man] 
[C.B.] 
[€.B.] 
[CB. and inn
keeper-surgeon] 
[C.B. and . 
chandler] 
[C.B.] 
[C.B. and baker] 
[C.B. and·innkeeper] 
[C.B. and husband-
man] . 

Mr. Mayor [Tailor] 

20 Ibid., 879. 
21 Ibid., 3468, A & B . 

22 The abbreviation ."c.B." stands for "Capital 
Burgess." 
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This list.is roughly written and there is a second list, in a fair hand, with the names placed in 
order of seniority, without the cros~es. Possibly the first list was made at the time of the poll 
and reflects the method of election and tactics of the parties. If so, we , can imagine the hustings 
at the Market Cross, with the mayor reading the writ to a chorus of "A Hatton!" and "A 
Harby !" The shouts being inconclusive, a poll would have been required, and the list apparently 
shows Hatton 'beginning by polling a burgess who was not a member of the Corporation and at 
once asserting his right. If there was dispute; it was settled in his favour, but Harby played , safe 
by polling an alderman and the fight continue4, with Hatton polling new voters and Harby 
members of the Corporation until these came to an end and he ' stopped. Hatton went on and 
polled his Corporation members who had been, held in reserve, with a couple of others for good 
measure. Harby, it seems, res?lutely 'refused to poll new voters. 

Crosses are placed against all except five names in each Column and this may indicate a 
certain amount of pairing' when the oaths were taken but the order in which they occur in the 
list suggests that, although the ' Hatton supporters were sworn as they were called, five Harby 
men did not take the oath. As soon as Harby withdrew, as he must have done after polling his 
last man against the vicar, it looks as if he and four more of Hatton's voters promptly polled 
without being sworn. " 

The mayor was the only voter for Mr. Wynn, possibly as a gesture of official neutrality or 
official loyalty to the nominee of the Crown and Duchy. Hatton had secured the election by 
21 votes to 13. A copy of the indenture between the mayor; aldermen and burgesses, and 
Christopher Yelverton the Sheriff, returning him as the elected member on the 28th March, 
signed by Thomas Wyllis, accompanies the poll lists. 23 

Victory was secured by bringing in 15 ordinary burgesses as voters. Harby, relying on 
the 'custom of previous years and in defiance of the Opinions of Counsel, had polled only 'members 
of the close Corporation in which he had a majority of 13 against 6. All these voted except 
William Smith who was possibly ill-as he appears to have been later in the year. 24 As there must 
have been over 100 other persons who could have voted under the new ruling, it may be that 
Harby, although he had a majority of the Corporation, knew that opinion in the town as a whole 
was against him. Although John Digby the vicar was one of the new voters, at least six of the 
fifteen could not sign their names, and they appear to be an ordinary body of the ' general public 
not cOl~fined to any particular class. 
. The dependence of the whole town upon the Duchy would normally have been expected 
to influence any election, and almost all the Corporation were puchy tenants in some capacity. 
This did not prevent the majority of them voting for Harhy. The fact that Rudd and the 
Laudian vicar, Digby, supported Hatton, evidently had considerable weight, but it is difficult 
to estimate how the remainder of the ordinary burgesses would have voted. 

The analogy of the Northampton electio~ in the ~ame year might lead one to assume 
that, as at Northampton,25 the majority of the Corporation preferred to lose , the election rather 
than admit the principle of democracy and allow ordinary burgesses to vote, and that this issue 
cut across the national political issues. Thomas Rudd did, however, carry with him nearly one 
third of the Corporation willing to go for Hatton and Democracy, and when he himself stood 
for the mayoralty in the autumn he increased this to half, at a time when the same issue was at 
stake. There is also some evidence that the Corporation had secured a majority for the,Puritan 
cause by packing. The court rolls, record that the last five capital burgesses to be chosen (by the 
Corporation) were William Matthews, Thomas Negus, Richard Lingard, Twiford Worthington 
and Arthur Eccles, and that Worthington had also been recently made an alderman. If this were 
so ,the new men were not all reliable; as Lingard and Eccles changed sides at the election of Rudd 
as mayor. 

The sums of money set out in the poll list may refer to the cost of the election to Hatton. 

23 Finch-Hatton MS., 880. 
24 Ca!. s.p.b., 1640, p. 38. 
25 The Northampton' election is discussed in The 

Long Parliament by M. F. Keeler, (Philadelphia 
19.54), pp. 57-8. I am indebted for this reference to 
Mr. Lawrence Stone. -
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This is the obvious explanation, except that it does seem a great deal of money for so small an 
electorate. It could howev'er refer to the cost of both elections in 1640 and perhaps also to that 
for Castle Rising where Hatton was also elected.26 The 1640 elections were certainly the most 
expensive that had ever taken place.27 

The fads raise a strong presumption that an Election such as this would inevitably lead 
to a dispute, but nothing is known of any petition to unseat Hatton and as the Short Parliament, 
havi~g met on the 13th April was dissolved on the 5th May, perhaps time was too short for action. 

With no Parliament in session, the situation in the country deteriorated during the 
summer and by eady autumn local dissatisfaction was being freely expressed. In August there 
was a Convention at the Swan Inn, Kettering, of twenty-seven clergy and local worthies, 
including a Justice of the Peace, to consider the oath in "the late Book of Canons known as the 
Etcetera Oath," which had been promulgated by Archbishop Laud in Convocation in May. 28 

Those attending solemnly approved the cause of the Scots and resolved never to take the Oath 
but rather to lose their livings.29 

The Scots had by then occupied part of the Northern Counties and although Charles 
had gone North to meet them, he was forced to make a truce and by 'September he had to 
summon another Parliament. 

The officers of the Duchy of Lancaster were already at work . on the elections by 
September 28th, when Lord Newburgh, the Duchy Chancellor, wrote to Nicholas Eccles, as 
mayor, saying: . 

"I shall present for and recommend to your choice for a Burgess of your Town 
Sir Thomas Stafford Kt. a Gentleman of worth and abilities to serve in that place, 
leaving you to your freedom in your election for all things that shall concern your 
good and the good of this Kingdom and I shall acknowledge my obligation if for my 
sake he shall be by you chosen and trusted with that employment whereof I am 
confident he will with all faithfulness and care of your interest discharge. to his 
utmost."30 

The Queen's Council were equally interested on behalf of Stafford, who was one of the 
Gentleman Ushers of the Privy Chamber to Her Majesty. On the 1st October the Clerk of the 
Council, Nathaniel Tomkins, wrote to Sir John Lamb: "It is Her Majesty's pleasure that such 
letters be written as were last Parliament to the several Burgess Towns within her jointure for 
the electing of such persons as she shall nominate to serve for them in the approaching Parliament 
which is to begin on the 3rd November next ... not doubting that you will sound those of Higham 
Ferrers being now in the CountY so near them. I conceive that our letters will be carried by the 

,. same messengers who carry the Writs as they were last time. Even after a bad Harvest one must 
sow (Etiam post malam messem serendum) and peradventure some of the Borough Towns may 
be wiser now than they were then. "31 

Sir John Lamb had a house at Rothwell. He was Chancellor of the Diocese of Peterborough 
and was acting as Archbishop Laud's right hand man in the fight against the Puritans, which he 
pursued with harshness, so that Bishop Williams called him "the most hated of all that trod on 
the earth in the County of Northampton where he dwelt." 

On the 3rd October a letter did go out to the mayor from Queen Henrietta Maria's Council, 
including the Earls of Manchester and Dorset, Lord Cottington (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer), Sir Henry Winter (the Queen's Secretary) and others. It sets out that the Queen is 
desirous that fit and worthy persons may be chosen to serve for burgesses for such boroughs as 
are parcel of her jointure, and goes OIi to reconnrtend Sir Thomas Stafford as a person "every 
way deserving your free election of him." There follows a most optimistic peroration: "We 

26 Keeler, op. cit., p. 208. 
. and the objectors alleged that "etc." could include 

27 Mr. Stone has provided the explanation given. the devil himself. 
See his article in English Historical Review (July 1956). 

29 Cal. S.P.D. 1640, pp. 636-8. 
28 This imposed an obligation not to alter the 

government of the Church by "archbishops, bishops, 30 Finch-Hatton MS., 3451. 
deans and archdeacons, etc.," as it stood, established , 3l .. Cal. S.P.D., 1640, p. 38 . . 
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doubt not but you will give such respect unto this recoll1..mendation of her Majesty (the Royal 
Owner of that Manor) as not to place before it the soli citation of any other person whatsoever. 
And you may rest assured that we will in such part represent unto her Majesty the observance 
which you will show therein as that her Majesty may retayne a gracious remembrance thereof 
upon all occasions wherein your Borough in general or any of you in particular shall be 
concerned." 32 

The mayor replied to these requests firmly but courteously.33 The copies of these letters 
only bear the date 1640 and it is uncertain to whom each is addressed but presumably one is to 
the Queen's Council and one to the Duchy Council: . 

"May it please your Lordships, 
That we have not sooner returned our answer to your Lordship'S letters may 

well be enterpreted our undewtie, that having received so gentle a commandment we 
know not how to give a mannerly answer. 

But if your Lordships will be pleased to consider these times and that our 
country is not the quietest, then if you will be pleased to remember we have but one 
Burgess-ship and many friends and such as we cannot spare, we doubt not but your 
Lordships will believe we are your Lordships' faithful servants though in this we 
cannot satisfy. We humbly pray your Lordships' pardon if there appear any show of 
neglect assuring your Lordships we shall ever readily express ourselves in what we may. 

Your Lordships' most humble servants." 
and at greater length: 

"May it ph~ase your Lordships, . 
We should have given a more cheerful answer to your Lordships' letters had 

we found possibility to have obeyed the commandment we received in them. All 
amongst us are not sensible of your Lordships care; they are governed rather by their 
affections than their judgment. To discover the division and distemper of our Cor
poration were to weaken ourselves both in the opinion of your Lordships and the 
opinion of others, that though we cannot conceal we desire not to publish but to give 
your Lordships a clear and true account of our proceedings neither to face upon the 
troubles of the country nor amongst ourselves. Upon the first occasion of our inclina
tion to express our duties, we found such a dislike of our purpose as would certainly 
(had we not prevented it) have produced such an election as would neither have 
satisfied your Lordships nor ourselves. The truth is we have but one Burgess and 
others of gentry about us, we are a poor town and have many kind neighbours, it is 
seldom we can express our respects to them, their favours are frequently bestowed on 
us. We humbly beseech your Lordships to accept of our willingness to serve you and 
to retain that opinion of us that we know. . 

. Your Lordships' most humble and dutyful servants." 

Sir Christopher Hatton also wrote to Sir John Lamb, on October 12th, in a rather more e 
practical vein.34 He asked that a messenger be sent to arrest a delinquent, one William Matthews, 
who had been one of the voters for Harby in March. Matth,ews was the only member of the 
Corporation who could not sign his name and it was requested that he should remain in custody 
until prosecution could be made against him for misdemeanours committed at the last court 
leet. The messenger was to act through Francis Gray of Wellingborough, the Clerk of the Peace, 
who it was stated, would act on behalf of Sir Christopher Hatton. This would probably have 
removed . Matthews from the scene of action for the duration of the election and it may well be 
that he was in fact arrested. There are two drafts of this letter and in one Hatton also asked Sir 
John Lamb, somewhat too late as appears above, that his name be recommended by the Council 
in their letter to Higham. 

The election was due to be held about October 26th, but before that date the Borough 
would be electing their new mayor, who would have to act as returning officer and would have 
power to allow or disallow the vital votes of the ~rdinary burgesses. On Monday after St. Luke 
(October 19th) the Corporation met at the Town Hall and Eccles, as the retiring Mayor, nominated 
the royalist Thomas Rudd to succeed him, whereupon, as Eccles afterwards reported, "some 
prepared to disturb the election in a tumultous way, proposed new doubts not heard of before and 
brought things to such confusion we could not proceed." The situation which gave rise to these 
doubts was one not unfamiliar in modern local government; the opposing factions were 

32 Finch-Hatton MS., 3469. 
33 Ibid., 2375. 34 Finch-Hatton MS., 3444. 
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ilUmerically alniost equal. Ten of the 21 members of the Corporation were for Rudd, including 
the retiring mayor and Rudd himself. One member, William Smith was away ill. Theremaining 
ten were in favour of a rival candidate, one Twyford Worthington, but as Ratton's letter shows, . 
William Matthews, one of them, was apparently Under arrest. At all events, they at once said 
. that the retiring , mayor could not vo~e in the election of his successor which, if correct, would 
have given the contestants nine votes each. Eccles then adjourned the Court to the house of the 
sick member, William Smith, so' that he might vote and put: the matter beyond doubt. The 
opposition were not to be out-smarted in this way and they refused to go. Mter Rudd's supporters 
had left the Town Hall the other side held their own meeting and "did give out that they had 
elected Twyford W<orthington to be the. succeeding mayor and have sworn him by John 
Saunderson, Counsellor-at-Law, who pretendeth himself to be the Steward" and who was on 
the side of the opposition. 

Eccles and his supporters then formally elected Thomas Rudd and at once sent a petition 
to the Chancellor of the Duchy, signed by the ten voters who had supported Thomas Rudd and 
who describe themselves as "the major parts" of the Corporation and on the 22nd October the 
matter was referred to the Star Chamber, who dealt with it next day by sending a letter dated 
23rd October to Higham, resolving that "for the present peace and quiet 'of the said towne and 
the government thereof Nicholas Eccles now mayor shall be continued in the said Office until 
another mayor shall be duly and legally chosen."35 This placed Eccles in the desired position of 
returning officer for the election of the 26th, and no doubt the imminence of the election accounts 
for the speed with which the matter was settled-. There must have been some tired men and 
horses in Righam at the end of that week. . 

. What happened at the Parliamentary election, we do not know. It must have been held 
amid high passions but here the records fail almost completely. John Bridges' History of 
Northamptonshire seems to suggest that there was a double return but gives no authority. Sir 
Christopher Ratton appears to have been successful, for he sat as member for the borough until 
September 1642, when he was disabled and eventually Harby was elected as "Recruiter" and sat 
for the remainder of the Parliament and was a member of the Rump. Ratton joined the King and 
was in '1642 created Baron Ratton of Kirby. Re was the only royalist member elected in this 
County. 

It is hardly possible that the poll list printed above belongs to this election. There are 
three reasons against this. It does not mention Stafford's candidature. It does give Matthews as 
a voter and it seems probable he was under arrest in October. Lastly, it does not seem likely 
that Rarby would ·allow himself to be defeated a second time, without polling a number of the 
.ordinary burgesses. . 

The affair of the mayor was not settled until 29th November, after both contestants had 
, put up a Case through Sir Christophe~ Ratton for the consideration of the Council of the Duchy, 

who held that "every mayor hath a voice in the election of his successor," and it was therefore 
directed that Thomas Rudd should be sworn and the steward was ordered to take his Oath. 

The voting at the. meeting of the Corporation for the election of the mayor appears from 
the petition to have been as follows: 

Mr. Rudd 
NichoIas Eccles (Mayor) 
John Jackson (AId.) 
Thomas Rudd (AI4.) 
Humphrey Vivian (AId.) 
Martin Creake 
John Smyth 
Thomas Sanderson 
Richard Lingard 
Arthur Eccle~ 
John Sanderson 
(the above signed the Petition) 
William Smith (sick) 

35 Gal. S.P.D., 1640, p: 38. r 

Mr. Worthington 
Henry Freeman (AId.) 
Henry Freeman Junr. (AId.) 
Twyford Worthington (AId.) 
Chrisiopher Rudd (AId.) . 
William Dewbury 
John Streames 
John Saby 
Thomas Lynacre 
Thomas Negus 

William Matthews (arrested) 

36 Finch-Hatton MS., 3461. 
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It is notable that voting followed the same lines as in the March polllists,1 except that 
three of Harby's men went over to Thomas Rudd when it came to voting for the mayor. Arthur 
Eccles was perhaps influenced by hiskiflSinan, the retiring mayor, and John Smith by his position 
as farmer of the Duchy bakehouse but Richard Lingard the surgeon-innkeeper seems to have 
had a genuine change of heart. 

Thus, for a short time, the royalist sentiment seems to have counterbalanced the Puritan 
effort to exploit power in the Corporation. The supporters of the King's cause suffered dis
appointment in the months following Thomas Rudd's election. The King's trusted minister, 
the Earl of Strafford, fell during November and Archbishop Laud was inv;olved in proceedings 
in December. At Higham, the vicar's entries in the parish registers stop in the same month and 
he seems to have shared his patron's fall. " . . 

Twyford Woithington37 was only kept out of office for one year and succeeded Captain 
Rudd as mayor in October, 1641, when that gallant officer had left to join the King. Nicholas 
Eccles, Richard Lingard and the others carried on with the administration of the town and are 
later found acting as Justices of the Peace performing civil marriages at the market cross and 
maintaining the borough liberties through the difficult days of the Commonwealth. 

. Mr. Lawrence Stone of Wadham College, Oxford has been kind enough to read this 
Article and has drawn attention to the latest 'research into the problems of the period covered by 
these events. Thanks are due to him for his kindness and for many helpful comments and 
sugge~tions. 

A. NORMAN GROOME. 

37 Twyford Worthington must have become the 
leader of the non-conformist s.ection of opinion, as 
he was licensed to preach in his own house under 
the Declaration of Indulgence of 1672. He still 

continued to support the Presbyterian cause as also 
did Edward " Harby whose house at Adstone was 
licensed for preaching under the same provisions. 

BEQUESTS " MADE TO " THE RECORD SOCIETY 

The following list of legacies received by the Society since its foundation is published with 0-

gratitude to those who, having passed on, have sought to perpetuate their interest in history in 
this way: 

Schedule of Bequests 
1936 Miss C. A. Butterfield 
1938 Mr. C . . E. Thorpe ... 

. 1943 The Rev. H.1. Longden ... 
1949 Mr. E. H. Holthouse 
1955 Mr. C. E. Button ... 

£25 * 
£300* 
£500 
£225 
£50 

* Given by ~xecutors out of funds bequeathed to unspecified charities 
In addition a sum of £1,475 has been received from the Rev. H. I. Longden's estate for the purpose 

of printing his manuscripts, and under the will of the late Mr. J. Alfred Gotch an important collection of the 
original sketches and drawings of George Clark of ScaldweIl, our famous local artist. 

It is felt that many members would like to help to perpetuate the work which the Society 
is doing. The following form of bequest is therefore printed as a suggestion to those who may 
feel disposed to "make some provision for the Society in their wills:-

I GIVE AND BEQUEATH the sum of £ ........................... to the Trustees for the 
'~e being of " the ' Northamptonshl~eRecord .Society fot the purposes of ~e Endowment 
Fund of the S~ciety A~D I DIRECT ' that the receipt of the Tr~asurer to the" ~aid Trustees 
shall be a sufficient discharge therefore t~ my Executors. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF THE WORKS OF 

WILLIAM THOMAS MELLOWS 
M.B.E., LL.B., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.s. 

(1882-1950) 
Town Clerk of !?eterborough, Chapter Clerk of Peterborough Cathedral, Treasurer and 
Archivist of Peterborough Cathedral, Chairman of the Northamptonshire Record Society, 

Chairman of the Trustees of Peterborough Museum, &c., &c. 

BOOKS 
Peterborough with its Surroundings. Homeland Association Handbook, 

No. 70. 1st edition, London [1908], 2nd edition, [1911]; and many subsequent editions. 
Owing to loss of old records during the war the publishers, the Homeland Association Ltd., ' 
are unable to supply complete particulars but state that there was a 4th edition in 1931, 5th 
in 1939, 6th in 1948, and 7th in 1950; the books themselves bear no date. As the title, 
con~ents and make up vary from edition to edition it will be sufficient to give those of the 
1939 edition.:-

Peterborough. The Hom'eland Handbooks, No. 70. The official guide issued with 
the approval of the Peterborough Town Council and the Peterborough Chamber of 
Trade. Printed and , published by the Homeland Association Ltd., London [1939]. 

~16 pp. and 2 maps (including 13 pp. illustrations and 47 pp. advertisements). 

The Local Government of Peterborough by the Abbot and Convent, and the 
changes wrought therein by the Dissolution of the Monastery. Containing the sub
stance of lectures delivered in the North Transept of Peterborough Cathedral at 
the Commemoration of the 800th anniversary of the Foundation of the Third 
Church of Peterborough; and at Peterborough Free Library and Museum during 
the years 1910-1918. 

Patt I, Peterborough, 1919. (pp. iii + 48). 
Do., Part I (continued). (No date. pp. 49-96). 
Do., Part I (continued) & Part n. (No date. pp. '97-144). 
Do., Part n (continued). (No date. pp. 145-176). 
Do., Part n (continued). (No date. pp. 177-240). 

Peterborough's Municipal Jubilee: A Record of Fifty Years of Local 
Government written in commemoration of the Jubilee of the Incorporation of 
the City as a Municipal Borough (March 17th, 1874 to March 17th, 1924). 

Peterborough Standard, Peterborough. 17th March, 1924. pp. 124 + 6 plates + xxxii 
advertisements. 

Editions of MSS., with Introductions 
Henry of Pytchley's Book of Fees. 

Northamptonshire Record Society Pubijcations, val. II. Northampton 1927. pp. Iv + 
194, and 2 plates. 

Peterborough Local Administration. Parochial Government from the 
Reformation to the' Revolution, 1541-1689. Minutes and accounts of , the 
feofJees and governors of the City lands with supplementary documents. 

Northamptonshire Record Society Publications, vol. X. Northampton, 1937. pp. xi + 271. 
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Editions of M.S.S., continued 

Peterborough Local Administration, Parochial Government before 
the Reformation. Churchwardens' Accounts 1467-1573, with supplementary 
documents 1107-1483. 

Northamptonshire Record Society Publications, vol. IX. Northampton, 1939. pp. cx + 
323 + map. 

Peterborough Local Administration. The Foundation of Peterborough 
Cathedral, A.D. 1541, being Part 11 of Tudor Documents, ' a series relating 
chiefly to the surrender of the Monastery, the a~ministration of its temporalities 
during the interregnum before the establishment of the Cathedral, and the early 
government of the Cathedral by the Dean and Chapter. 

Northamptonshire Record Society Publications, vol. XIII. Northampton, 1941. pp. lxxxiii 
+ 140 + 5 pp. plates. 

The Peterborough Chronicles of Hugh Candidus, translated by Charles 
Mellows and W. T. Mellows. 

Published by the Peterborough Natural History, Scientific and Archaeological Society, 
Peterborough, September 1941. pp. xvi + 70. Library Edition of this translation, with two 
plates. Peterborough Museum Publications, vol. I, Part L 

The Old Church Yard, Peterborough, including some notes upon the burial 
grounds in the parish of Peterborough, and a transcript of the inscriptions on the 
gravestones made from certain newspaper cuttings from "The Peterborough 
Express," in the possession of the ·City of Peterborough Burial Authority, arranged 
in order by Gladys B. Allan, with the frontispiece of the Graveyard by Wilfrid R. 
Wood. 

Published for the Peterborough Natural History, Scientific and Archaeological Society, 
Peterborough, 1947. pp. xxii (including frontispiece) + 99. 

Peterborough Local Administration. The last days of Peterborough 
Monastery. Being Part I of Tudor Documents, a series relating chiefly to the 
surrender of the Monastery, the administration of its temporalities during the 
interregnum before the establishment of the Cathedral, the early government of 
the Cathedral by the Dean and Chapter, and the Tudor Bishops of the Diocese 
of Peterborough. 

Northamptonshire Record Society Publications, vol. XII. Lamport, 1947. pp. civ + 155, 
and 5 plates. There was a reprint without alterations in 1950. 

The Chronicle of Hugh Candidus, a Monk of Peterborough. (With La Geste 
de Burgh, edited, with an introduction, by Alexander Bell). 

. Published on behalf of the Friends of Peterborough · Cathedral, in commemoration of the 
Fourth Centenary of the foundation of the Cathedral (which occurred on 4th September, 
1541), by the Oxford Univer~ity Press, 1949. pp. xxxvi + 251. 

PAMPHLETS 
(Chiefly articles and lectures reprinted from learned periodicals) . 

. The ·Ancient Markets, Guilds, and Fairs of the City of Peterborough, 
. being a short account of their history as ascertained from Local Records. 

Published by the Peterborough! Natural History, Scientific and Archaeological Society, 
. Peterborough 1909. pp. 16 and tide page. 
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The Mediaeval Hospitals and Alms of Peterborough. 
Reprinted from the Associated Architectural Societies Reports and Papers. Vol. xxxiv, Part ii, 

, (1918). No d~te. pp. 1-28. . 

Overton W~~erville. A short history of the manor, and ~f the free tenants who 
held lands wi~ the township, with a few notes concerning the Rectory. 

. Reprint from the Annual 'Report of the Peterborough Natural History, Scientific and 
~rchae1ogical Society for the year 1922. pp. 13 and 3 pp. of illustrations . . 

The Granges o(,the ' Abbey of Peterborough. A digest of papers read to the 
Historical S~ction ' of the Peterborough Natural History, Scientific and Archaeo
logical Society, and to the Peterborough Branch of the Historical Association during 
the years 1923-24. ' , 

Reprint from the ~ual Report of the Peterborough Natural History, Scientific and Archaeo
logical Society for the years ' 1923 and 1924. pp. 16 and 4 pp. of illustrations. 

The Knights of Peterborough Barony, with notes o~ the ~scu~cheons of the 
Knights by W. H. H. Lord. , , ' ' 

Reprinted from the Annual-' Report of the Peterborough Natural ,History Society, 1925. 
Peterborough, 1926. pp. 20 and 2 pp. illustrations. 

The Abbots of Peterborough. , 
Reprint from the Fifty-sixth Annual, Report of the above Society, issued for the year 1927. 

f Part I, pp. 12 ,and 6 pp. of-illustrations. Note:- no second part has been traced. ' 

The King's Lodging at Peterborough. 
Reprinted from the Annual Report for 1933 of the Peterborough Natural History, Scientific 
and Archaeological Society. No date. Peterborough, pp. 8 and 4 pp. illustrations. 

An Out~e of the History of,Peterborough's Public Buildings. ' 
Reprinted from the "Peterl?orough Advertiser" in May 1934. pp. 23.including 9 illustrations. 

Mediaeval Monuments in Peterborough Cathedral~ A , paper read to the 
S~ciety and to the Peterborough Branch of the Historical Association ,on January 

- ,22nd, 1937. 
Reprinted from the Sixty-Fourth and Sixty-Fifth Annual Reports of the Peterborough 
Natural History, Scientifi~ and Arcpaeo10gical Society, Peterborough. No date. pp. '22 and 
8 plates. 

ARTICLES IN LEARNED PERIODICALS 
(Oth'er than ,those included ,tinder Pamphlets) 

A Fourteenth Century Cartulary of Peterborough Abbey. 
Northamptonshire Notes and Queries, New Series, vol. 5, No. 4, Caster & Jelley Ltd., 
Peterborough, October 1921, pp. 82-86. 

Simon De Montford and the Peterborough Knights. 
Northamptonshire Notes and Queries, New Series, vo~., 5, No. 6~ Apri11922, pp. 126-137 . . ' 

Barnack ,and its Stone Quarries. , , , , 
Noi:thamptonshiie Notes and Queries, New' Series, v<;>[ 5, No. 7~ July 1922, pp. 167-169-~ 

. .',. I • • '.' " 

The King's Lodgings at Peterborough. ' . -, 
. Northamptonshire Notes and Queries, New Series, vot 5, No. -10, April 1923, pp. 225-230. 
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The Ancient Pinfold of the Abbot and .Convent of · Peterbor.ough in 
Stamford. 

North~ptonshire Notes and Queries, New Series, vol. 6, No. I, Kettering 1926, pp. 16-17. 

Peterborough Amusements durhig the Reign of George Ill. 
Peterborough Carnival Magazine, 1934 . . 

Peterborough Monastery. 
In the "Festival of the Friends of Peterborough Cathedral," November 1935; pp. 23-26, 
including one plate. 

Mediaeval Monuments in Peterborough Cathedral. 
Peterborough Natural History, Scientific and Archaeological Society: precis of the Sixty
Fourth and Sixty-Fifth Annual Reports for the years 1935 and 1936, Peterborough 1937; 
pp. 35-36 with 8 plates. 

The Estat.es· of the Monastery of Peterborough in the County of Lincoln. 
A digest of two lectures given respectively to Scunthorpe and Boston members of 
the Historical Association. , . 

Lincolnshire Historian, No. 3, Autumn 1948; pp. 100-114 + 4 pp. plates. 

The Estates of the Monastery of Peterborough in the County of Lincoln, 
. concluded. . 

The Lincolnshire Historian, No. ~, 1949; pp. 128-166, of which pp.145-157 are plates. 

In 1946 Mr. Mellows wrote the foreword to. The Battle of Blanco Creek with 
other Verses, by his son, Thomas Anthony (Tony) Mellows; .privately printed, 
pp. 59 and 2 illustrations. . 

Mr. Mellows also published numerous articles on Peterborough History in the local news
papers, in which are also to be found reports of many lectures given by him to local Societies 
A list of these will be printed later. 

P. I. KING. 

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 

CAPTAIN R. H. D. BOLTON, who lives at Towcester, is Chief Constable of Northamptonshire. 

SIR GEORGE CLARK, D.PHIL., F.B.A., President of the Northamptonshire Record Society, who 
lives ' at Kings Sutton in this County, was formerly Regius Professor of Modern History at 
Cambridge, Provost of Oriel College, Oxford, editor of the English Historical Review, and President 
of the British Academy. He is the author of The Later Stuarts and several other works on 17th 
century history. Jacobean Northamptonshire was the subject of 'his inaugural address as our 
President l~st May. ' 

MR. A. NORMAN·GROOME is a member of an old Higham Ferrers family. He is in practice as a 
solicitor at Rushden, which now adjoins Highaln Ferrers. He is a keen supporter of local history 
and is a member of the Council of the Record Society. . 

, MR. W. A. pANTIN is a Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, and Keeper of the University 
Archives. He is University Lecturer in medieval Archaeology and' History~ and author of the 
following works: The English Church in the 14th Century, The General Chapters of the English 
Black Monks, and Canterbury College (Oxford Historical Society). 

MR. LAWRENCE STONE is a Fellow of Wadham College, Oxford. He is .author of Horatio 
Palavicino, an Elizabethan, and, Sculpture in Britain in the Mid~le Ages, and of several a~ticles on 
the social and economic problems of the late 16th and early 17th centuries. He is now working 
on the English aristocracy of this period. 
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MEMORIES OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE VILLAGERS 

I: 

IN 1953 the enterprising Village History Committee of our Rural Community Council held a 
most successful village scrap-book competition, followed up last year by an even more successful 
competition for the best collection of village memories. Essays came in from over 100 villages, 
well distributed over the whole County. Most of th~ essayists were between 65 and 80, several 
were in their 80's an<i. two over 90. A few essays were dictated. 

The result of the competition is that we now have an eye-witness account covering a 
period roughly from the 1880's to the 1930's-say half a centuryl-of the biggest and most 
rapid change in the conditions of rural life and society that has taken place since our Anglo
Saxon forbears 'came up .the rivers, cleared the forests, laid out the arable fields, built the 
farmsteads on the sites of the present hamlets and villages, and settled this area of England. 
What would not historians give to have such an authentic picture of the changes after the 
Norman Conquest or in the 16th century or at the time of the inclosures '! The History Com
mittee are indeed to be congratulated on having released this wonderful p<;nt-up flow of 
reminiscence, so obviously bursting for an outlet, given with no false sentiment or political 
prejudice, but objectively, and salted here and there with a delightful humour. 

The main business and pre-occupation of the population was still in the earlier part of 
our period, agriculture-agriculture sadly in decline-and the trades and crafts dependent on 
it. against this background of the usual seasonal operations and the time-honoured battle with the 
weath~r, the dram~ of village life went on, punctuated at regular intervals by the performance 
religiously observed, of the rites and ceremonies, the age-old customs and traditions, which 
brought joy and merriment to the villagers and momentary respite from toil. These customs had 
begun to crumble after the introduction of railways, but it was not until the isolation of the 
villages was finally broken down, by the introduction first" of bicycles and then of motor-transport 
and wireless sets, that they disappeared. 

Though in general, the same occupations and customs were followed with slight 
variations both in the completely rural villages and those which had been in the last century half 
industrialised by the shoe trade, each village was, and still is, a consciously coherent and inde
pendent community with characteristics peculiar to itself, rather like a large family which may 
indulge ill quarrels at home, but will present a united front to its p.eighbours. But now let us 
~rn to the essays, a selection of which it is hoped may be published in book form in the not too 
distant future. 

Mr. Harry Jackson, a retired stone-mason, 87 years of ~ge, who won the first prize, writes 
of Easton-on-the-Hill, a village famous for its slate quarries, 2! miles from Stamford; population 
about 1,000. Here is his description of the benefit clubs' feast, which rather unusually took place 
in the autumn: 
"The last Monday in September was Easton Club Feast. At 10.30 they each met their bands and escorted 
them to their headquarters, the Oddfellows to the Exeter Arms and the Foresters to the Blue Bell. After 
introductions, &c., they prepared for the Church parade. The Oddfellows came up Bell Street, the Foresters 
lined each side of the street for them to go through. Then to the Rectory with banners flying and bands 
playing;' the Rector would head the procession to the Church. Just before they reached the Church the 
Oddfellows would line each side of the street for the Foresters to go through, symbolising "the last shall be 
first and the first last:" After a short service the Foresters would line each side of the street for Oddfellows 
to pass through, the bands plaYing all the time. Each went "to their headquarters and dined at one o'clock off 
roast beef, leg of mutton, roast & boiled, with the various vegetables, Yorkshire pudding baked in the village 
bakehouse, finish with celery & cheese and of course liquid refreshments. ' 

In the afternoon Secretary's Report and speeches &c., until 4.15 then prepare for the Village Parade 
... now round to the Rectory ... flags flying and bands playing, back to the White Horse, refresh the band 
and of course the company, then to the Slaters' Arms, the same programme, and so on round the Village, 

1 The earliest memory recorded is that of a Stanion competitor, aged 96, who describes Lord Cardigan 
"dashing from Deene Hall in a carriage with postillions on his way to Kettering Station." She was seven 
'when he died in 1868. 
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Carpenters' Arms, Exeter Arms, Reyal Princess, The Oak and back to' headquarters. By this time they were 
beceming 'Market Merry.' 

When they get back, the Chairman, (the Recter used to' be Chairman fer each club alternate years) 
called erder fer a seng,-plenty efvelunteers, enjeying themselves until ten ,e'cleck. The Dinner en Menday 
was 2/6d. each, ef ceurse there were stalls, reundabeuts & swingbeats. Tuesday night always a ball se the 
ladies came in fer seme fun. Saturday night was tepping up night at the Slaters, Fiddler Weedward & his 
wife with harp weuld play fer the dancing, two. pence each dance er a shilling fer the night: pelka, waltz, 
Nettingham Swing, Jehnny fetch yeur wife back, Schettische; this was frem 7 e'cleck to' ten. All enjeyed 
themselves. Seme lest mere sweat than they did at harvest ... A man named Blind Billy weuld walk frO.m 
Deeping to' Easten to' fiddle beth Club feast and feast, he weuld give right change fer half a crewn, nebedy 

, ceuld deceive him-several tried. It ceuld net be dene nO.wadays fer the meters." 
Easton Maudit, near the Bedfordshire border and with under 200 inhabitants is a far 

cry-in more ways -than one-from Easton-on-the-Hill, which lies 45 miles away. Mrs. Essam 

Reproduced by courtesy of the Northampton Independent. 

BENGAL LANE AT GRENDON IN 1947 

(now of Warmington) writes vividly of her childhood in this village, where life on her father's 
farm is minutely described. She goes on to tell us of the local dishes,-onion clangers, suet dicks, 
and Wellingborough pudding; of the bees in the old straw skeps; her father's love of fox-hunting 
"whenever he could spare the time, and often when he couldn't;" the seasonal games,-hopscotch, 
Sally-go-round-the-moon, wall-flowers; the farm lads coming round on Plough Monday with 
faces blacked, dragging an old wooden plough, cracking their whips and chanting: 

"Hip me a ha'penny, 
Sink '0. peer pleughbey 
On'y ceme reund ence a year"; 

of "snap-apple night" on St. Andrew's Day; Fig Sunday, Mayday, Guy Fawkes Day; the village 
sparrow club run by the farmers who paid the village boys id. for each sparrow head and 3d. a 
dozen for the eggs; the handbell ringers at Christmas; the village craftsmen-the hedge cutter, 
the waller,-"there were miles of stone walls in and around the village,"-the thatcher, the lace
makers, the mole-catcher who lived at Grendon; the funny old phrases: "she hasn't dossity 
[meaning energy] to get up"; the blacksmith's shop, always a marvellous attraction to the 
children; the pig-killing and bacon curing; and then of the harvest when a reaping and binding 
machine, dragged by three huge cart horses abreast and one in front,-"the for-est" it was called 
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-was used. "I did so love to ride forest," writes Mrs. Essam, "I used to think it was like riding 
the leading horse in the King's procession in my story book." 

The rivalry between one village and another 'is a strongly marked feature of rural life, 
and has its amusing side. The dwellers at Easton Maudit, for example, used to speak of "Grendon 
moon-rakers" aSI ~ term of contempt, the story being that "the Grendon men saw the moon in a 
pond and fetched rakes to get the cheese out." Equally contemptuous of Yardley Hastings, 
an.other near neighbour, Easton people have the following rhyme: 

"He's half sharp and hardly, . 
Like the folks at Yardley." 

In a field calle,d Lullums at Easton Maudit, there was a mound called ' Gospel Green, 
where it was once attempted to build a church, but the devil each time moved the stones to the 
site of the present church. A grassy track across ' Lullums with a bank on either side, was said to 
be "part of an old cattle road leading to Wales," but the field, alas! is now ploughed up, the 
nollows filled iri and the trees felled. "A great pity," think-s Mrs. Essam, "it was such an ideal 
field for. grazing and a lovely little brook meandered through it. It was delightful to walk there 
for sheer pleasure." And, one would add, how rich it was in fact and fable, legend and folk-lore. 

The 'old-time religious intolerance of fifty years ago is described in Mr. Horner's essay 
from Irthlingborough (in those days with a population of nearly 3,000, since swollen to nearly 
5,000), then as now a centre of the shoe industry, and formerly of iron-stone quarrying. The 
Horners had been "ringers and singers in Irthlingborough for about 200 years," but this grand 
family tradition was of necessity broken when the essayist's father married a Roman Catholic. 
Mr. Horner writes of how the family were stoned by the boys on their way to Sunday Mass in 
W <:,llingborough, but he and his brothers were never allowed to retaliate. This is one of the very 
few essays which refers to the grinding poverty of those days, but the Horners and Mouldings 
were both above the poverty line. In times of unemployment .the grocers were all owed a lot of 
money, "as some families were almost destitute and were often kept by the tradesmen for weeks. 
No shirts or pants; no work no money," writes Mr. Horner. He gives a very good picture of the 
public house and its customers, and describes how he once saw a huntsman in , a red coat "sit 
on a horse and drink two quarts of beer" ~d after a few minutes said: 'I think I'll get down and 
have a drink.' " The Horners' attitude to Radicals was that they were "a very low form oflife," 
and to soldiers that they were "very inferior beings." His pride in his native place comes out 
well when describing the village schoolmaster: 

"Mr. Armstrong was a very strict master, but never administered a hiding without sorting out the 
guilty party. The old strong willed, hard living, full-blooded families of Irthlingborough-the Baileys, 
Cuthberts, Wards, Pennocks, Nevilles, Houghtons, Berwicks, Horns, Felces, Joneses,-all took their meed 
of praise or share of blame from Mr. Arrnstrong." 

Mrs. Linnitt, who now lives in Northampton, won the 2nd prize with a splendid account of 
Great Billing, between Northampton and Wellingborough. (Population 390 in 1881, 280 in 
1921). Her memories go back about 60 years, but. she starts on hearsay evidence with her own 
birth. The day she was born her mother was left alone with half a pint of porter and some cheese 
by the bedside while her grandmother went gleaning. In an essay of particularly varied interest 
she describes pea-picking in the fielqs by gangs of women; the changes in the church services; 
the end of the village feast; the first motor-car and the introduction of gas and piped water; 
curtseying to the gentry; how her grandfather made bell-ropes and her great-grandmother mops; 
the osier cutting and peeling on the sewage farm; how she went to service at 10 years old and 
served on the western front as a cook in the 1914-1918 war; how Dick Britten who kept the 
Elwes arms "had a burglar and clouted him with a t~ncheon"; of the happy school-treats at the 
Hall and of how "the old Squire [Mr. V. Cary-Elwes] and his lady we stood in awe of; Gervase 
[the well-known singer] and Lady Winefride were very much beloved;" of the sale of the Elwes 
estate in 1931; and of how "it seemed a very sad day to see the Hall being bull-dozed down in 
1956"; and of the sins of the Rural District Council, who, when labelling the village lanes and 
by-ways· a few years ago got most of the names wrong. -

"As children we knew every inch of the parish. In the spring we went, violeting; then, 
we got mollyblobs, ladysmocks and nice 'grasses from the meadows." The women went gleaning 

. and brought their booty home in bundles on their heads. "Fatherthr~she~ the corn with a thrail 
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and Mother winnowed it, shaking it out of a bowl in a breeze on to a wrapper, then it w.as taken to 
Billing mill to be ground. Mother made bread which was baked at the bakehouse." 

There is little about the seamy side of life in these essays, but it crops up now and then, 
as in Mrs. Arch's account of Doddington, neal" Wellingborough: 

"I can't tell you how many people I've laid out in my time. I started when I was 15 helping a nurse 
at Wellingborough School lay. out a master who had died. It was three o'clock in the morning ... I was 
frightened I can tell you, but after that I didn't mind. I've laid out a man who hanged himself and one who 
had a bottle of beer put in the coffin with him in case he got dry! I can shew you his grave in poddington 
churchyard now. I also earned a bit of extra money plucking and dressing poultry for the village at 6d. a bird." 

At East Farndon (near Market Harborough) Mr. J. Clifford tells a story of Guy Fawkes 
Day. The "Squire" (partner in a well-known brewery) gave a fire-works show" and being a 
strong Calvinist made the children shout "No Popery! no Popery!" During the first world 
war when the black-out was enforced, some special constables hammered on a door and told the 
owner of the house that his lights were shewing. "What?" he angrily replied. "I can see your 
light shining under the door and it might be seen by the Germans," said the constable. "Damme," 
says George, "are the ------'s coming over on their hands and knees ?" 

Mr. George Wallis, winner of the 3rd prize, writing of Weedon Bec (just off the Watling 
Street, 12 miles west of Northampton), gives a most interesting account of its military connection, 
for there was a military depot there from 1803 to 1957. Mr. Wallis has known nine successive 
vicars and tells of an organist of the 1880's who was sacked for playing "Tommy, make room 
for your uncle" as a church voluntary. Mr Wallis was bailiff of the manor of Weedon, and the 
present writer had the pleasure of meeting him in 1922 at the last court to be held, and of hearing 
him open the proceedings with the archaic words, then still a part of the mechanism of life: 
"Oyez, Oyez, Oyez, . . . God save the King and the Lords of this Leet." 

Back to the neighbourhood of Northampton and we have Mr. A. T. Billingham's lively 
account of Kislingbury between 70· and . 80 years ' ago. He tells of orchard-robbing as a boy
"scrumping" it was called; of a slanging match between the Duston and Kislingbury gleaners 
in a field on the boundary between the two parishes, and of how the farmer arrived just in time 
to prevent the two gangs of women coming to blows; of how poor everybody was, "but we used 
to be happy, as we made our own enjoyments"; of the celebration of Queen Victoria's Jubilee 
by the singing of glees and the playing of a cornet solo from the top of the church tower,
Mr. Billingham and three of his brothers were the singers. And he tells the following story: 

"We had no lights in the village at that time, but you always seemed to know each other, no matter 
how dark it was, and something like this happened one night. My uncle was walking down the street and he 
met an old lady, and she says: 'Goodnight, Thomas, is it you or your brother?' 'It's me brother.' Elizabeth: Cl 

'Ah! I thought it weren't you; good night, Thomas.' The village is much different today." 

Some forty miles in a north-easterly direction from Kislingbury is the large cathedral 
city and railway and industrial centre of Peterborough, the ecclesiastical capital of Northamp
tonshire. Within four ' miles of the centre of Peterborough lies the parish of Werrington on the 
edge of the Fens and fifteen miles from the Wash. Here until recently, as self-centred as any 
remote rural village, life went on quite unaffected by the proximity of the City, as two excellent 
essays clearly shew. Mr. F. S. Blake gives a remarkable account of his early life as a ploughboy, 
and later, after he had turned blacksmith, we are shewn the smithy from the inside. His parents 
had lived in Peterborough and his description of the family migration on foot to Werrington 
when he was nine years old is very dramatic. 

From Mrs. Aspittle we get a pictur~ of this squireless village from another angle. "The 
church," she says, "is the pride and glory of Werrington." On Gooding Day, (December 21st) 
the widows and needy old ladies banded themselves together and called on their better-off 
neighbours, who filled their bags "with seasonable goods," while the farmers would kill a 
bullock and divide it among their men. She describes the sheep-washing-a great event, (this is 
described at length in other essays), and tells of the tradition of labourers' riots at the intro
duction of threshing machines and ' how a Werrington man was deported. The four miles to 
Peterborough she describes as "three to four miles of pleasant walking," but now the city has 
swallowed up the village which is "incorporated in the city of Peterborough" (Kelly's Directory, 
for 1940). Mrs. Aspittle combines her fond memories of the past with appreciatio~ of modern 
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improvements and optimism for the future, but she is glad that the fight of the Werringtonians 
with the local authority for the preservation of their village green has been successful. 

Change is always going on. About 30 years ago some memories collected from old people 
in a group of villages in the south of the County and published in the early numbers of this Journal 
as "Tales of WWttlebury Forest," revealed a rough exuberance of life not noticeable in these 
essays. What they bring home to us is the radical nature of the changes wrought by the mechani
sation of agriculture and transport. This is surely the chief cause of a divorce of the rural popu
lation from the land greater than that which in the past reduced a land-owning peasantry to the 
status of landless labourers and craftsmen. Agriculture was the raison d' etre of the villages. They 
were collections of f~ms and dwellings for the producers of food. Now all but the very few 
needed on the land have been turned into factory hands working any distance up to 10 or 12 
miles away from their homes. This also applies to the women, for domestic service is extinct 
and even the wives have been swept into industry. The new element which has invaded the 
villages-the business, pr9fessional, and official folk-also are away all the day-time, as are 
indeed most of the children. But they all come back at night. Not so the schoolmaster, the squire, 
and the parson who in so 'many places have disappeared. The very function of the village has 
been undermined and a totally different structure of life is emerging. And how quickly it has 
all happened! The oak which has taken a thousand years to grow does not take long in the 
felling. To those interested in the future as well as in the past, the spectacle gives furiously to 
think, for the social revolution of our time has not yet by any me~ns run its course. 

And here we have this amazing record of how it has all happened and what it has meant 
to the people most concerned .. To the four judges many of the essays were so good that it was 
difficult to select the three best .and additional prizes were awarded. One final observation. We 
have garnered many facts, but few comments. A philosophical objectivity is a marked charac
teristic of the essayists as, in fact, I believe it is in general of the country people. Listen to this
the last paragraph in Mrs. Groom's memories of Thrapston: 

"There was no National Assistance or Insurance in those days. I brought up a family of 13, and 
washing, etc. was hard work. Things are made a lot easier these days. I've had a lot of sorrow and a lot of 
pleasure, but I wouldn't change. One learns t~ take life as it comes." 

JOAN WAKE. 
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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

Life and Work among the Navvies is the title of an extremely interesting book which has recently 
been given to the Corby Natural History Society. It was written by the Rev. D. W. Barrett, 
Vicar of Nassington, and tells the story of the construction of the Kettering-Manton railway in 
the years 1875 to 1879. Although the line was only fifteen miles in length, it ran through difficult 
country and the size of the undertaking is shown by some of the figures given in the book. Some 
2,500 men were employed as navvies, miners (that is tunnel-makers), and mechanics. Many of 
tnese, who came from all parts of the country, brought their wives and families with them, so 
that altogether 4,000 people had to be accommodated. They were housed partly in the villages 
but mainly in wooden huts of which there were 50 at Corby and 155 scattered at different places 
along the line. "Corby Wood," says the writer, "was quite a Canadian forest scene in the busy 
camp which had formed there." 

There is an interesting description of the huts and the sort of life which was led in them. 
Each hut consisted of three rooms-a central living room, and two side bedrooms. One of the 
bedrooms would be occupied by the family and the other by lodgers. The author deplores the 
fact that on an average 30 gallons of beer were consumed in a week in each hut, and conditions 
. were much worse in the "shanties" or temporary public houses where gangs of navvies lodged. 
In these "dens of wild men" the recognised charges were 4d a night for a bed, 1 d. for a table, 
and id. for the floor. . 

But although most of the navvies were hard-drinking, the author gives a sympathetic 
portrait of them. They had a great sense of comradeship, and delighted in using their own slang, 
and picturesque nicknames like "Fatbuck," '~Rainbow-ratty," "Kangaroo," "Tweedle-Beak," 
and so on. They were also ~apable of the most strenuous work. In one day, a navvy could shovel 
at least 20 tons of earth, enough to fill 7 wagons. He could earn between £1 and 25/- a week, 
compared with £2 for the miner and £2.10s.0d. for the brick-layer. When considering these 
wages, it is as well to bear in mind the food prices given in the book,-jam 6d. a lb., butter 1/6d., 
sugar 3d., bacon 8d., milk 4d. a quart, and beer 3d. a pint! 

There is also a full description of the construction of the Corby tunnel, 1,925 yards long, 
and 110 feet deep at its deepest point. The mining was carried on down 10 shafts, the excavated 
earth being hauled to the surface by steam-engines working pulleys. Six of the shafts were· filled 
up when the brickwork was finished, the remaining four being bricked round and left open 
for ventilation. The brickwork inside the tunnel was about 3 feet thick, and the author calculates 
that 20 million bricks were used-all made locally. At one time 1,000 men were employed in the 
tunnel and 62 huts were built to accommodate them. 

The author tells of the mission work done -among the navvies, with contractors' huts as 
mission-chapels. Often the men did not know when it was Sunday, and Mr. Barrett~ who was at 
that time curate-in-charge of the mission, hit on the idea of hoisting flags outside the mission 
huts on Sundays to attract attention. The flags were white with red crosses on them. The line 
W;:lS divided into three mission .areas, the central area being looked after by the Rector of Cor by, 
the Reverend B. E. W. Bennett and his "zealous lay-reader" Mr. W. Chapman. The Bishop of 
Peterborough took a keen interest in the work, and the services were clearly appreciated by the 
men. One impressive service Was held in the Glaston tunnel to mark its successful completion, 
and to commemorate the work of the navvies who in a short time would continue their wandering 
life and find new jobs on other construction schemes. The preacher chose an appropriate text 
for this tunnel service-"He brought me also out of the horrible pit, out of the mire and clay, 
and set my feet upon the rock." 

One closes the book with the feeling that both navvies and parsons had done a fine job. 

M. v. J. SEABORNE. 
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MR. PATRICK PRINGLE has edited a very good book entitled Memoirs of a Bow Street Runner, by 
.. Henry Goddard. Goddard, before his death dictated an account of his work in London as a 
. Bow Street Runner, and afterwards as Chief Constable of Northamptonshire. His. son inherited 

the manuscript which eventually found its way into the museum at Bow Street Police Station 
in 1949. Mr. Pringle began work on it. He has been able to check almost every case from the 
records and he ·Wrote asking me to check the chapters on Northamptonshire. I found that the 
names, dates and places were quite correct, and I doubt if there has ever been a more honest 
autobiography of a police detective. All the cases quoted are most interesting from the point of 
view of police history. 

In 1749 HenI'j; Fielding, without any authority, persuaded half a dozen honest, public
spirited citizens, all former parish constables, to band together and clear the streets in London 
of gangs of robbers. Four years later, he persuaded the Prime Minister to give him a little money 
to pay for informers, and the Bow Street Runners; as they came to be called, were given a small 
annual allowance. In 1754 Henry Fielding died and his brother John Fielding expanded the 
Bow Street Runners with patrols, founded a Criminal Record Office and started a Police Gazette. 
In 1839 Sir Robert Peel founded the Metropolitan Police and in the same year the Bow Street 
Runners ceased to exist. 

Henry Goddard, born in 1800, entered into the foot patrol of the Bow Street Runners in 
1824. Two years later he resigned in order to take up an appointment as Runn~r · at Great 
Marlborough Street Police Office where he stayed for eight years. He then re-joined the Runners 
at Bow Street, remaining there until they were disbanded. 

_ Before the Bow Street R~ers came into force the detection of crime, together with the 
rest' of the business of enforcing the . law was left mainly to priv~te enterprise. Mr. Goddard 
certainly used this enterprise. Several of his commissions came from solicitors and friends, others 
came from semi-official private detective agencies, especially the Forrester Brothers, the most 
famous detectives of their day. 

At the Quarter Sessions of the Peace held for the County of Northampton in January 
1840, it was resolved that a police force of one Chief Constable, seven mounted superintendents 
and twenty-one constables should be recruited. Henry Goddatd applied for and obtained the 
appointment of Chief Constable at a salary of £250 per annum. He was sworn in on April 25th, 
1840. The appointment is significant. It shows that the Bow Street Runners were not regarded 
with the suspicion and contempt they had suffered ever since Dickens 'de-bunked' them in 
"Household Words." 

His first case was a serious robbery of £1,000 from Mr. Whitworth the hanker, com-, 
mitted by his confidential clerk. After hearing Mr. Whitworth's statement, he came to the 
conclusion that the confidential clerk would go to Havre and then to America. He immediately, 
that night, set out to catch the midnight train at alisworth· for London. I quote from the book 
of how he got to Blisworth Station:- . 

"I returned home and prep~red myself for the journey, and after seating niyself in 
the fly and being the only passenger I proceeded on my way. It was a cold freezing tem
pestuous and dark night. It was snowing hard at the time with ~ cutting north-east wind, 
and as thefty was descending the steep hill of Huntsburyl about a mile from the town of 
Blisworth down came the horse and upsett~g the vehicle left it in a snow drift about a foot 
in depth. The Coachman was thrown from his seat, one of the shafts was broken, and both . 
the lamps being smashed we were left .in total darkness. While the horse was kicking and 
plunging the coachman with great difficulty got to his h~ad, and Iin no enviable position 
inside endeavoured baggage in hand to make my escape overhead out at the · broken glass 
window frame; when I had succeeded, I . forced ,my way through snow knee deep to assist 

1 Sic. Goddard's geography is wrong. Hunsbury Hill is about I! miles from Northampton. The railway from 
Blisworth to Northampton was not made unti11844. Editor. 
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the coachman, and to free the horse. We had to cut the traces and other parts of th Jiarness 
which was no idle work for we had no help at hand, and it was a dark mid-night with the 
wind howling through the branches of the trees whilst the. violence of the storm was 
momentarily increasing. At last with consider~ble difficulty we succeeded in freeing the 
horse, and left the fly, as it fell on its side. Then as there was no time to be lost, the coach
man mounted the horse while I managed to get on behind, making our way as best we could 
to Blisworth Station. Here we found that the train had not yet arrived although it was then 
one o'clock or half an hour behind time. I had to wait till nearly six o'clock arriving at 
Euston at ten o'Clock." 

In another most amusing chapter, "The Last Days of Sir Francis Mackenzie," he deals 
with a mad Baronet who had come from Scotland to purchase cattle in Northampton Market. 
He tells how he took him to dinner to see Sir William Wake at Courteenhall. Just before dinner, 
Sir William and Goddard being alone, Sir William said to Goddard: "I have known the Mackenzie 
family for years, he must be mad. Did you notice the number of daggers he has about his person, 
and one sheathed in his stocking below his knee, besides those around his waist? I intend at 
dinner to instruct my butler to seat him next to you." The story goes on, the next scene being 
at the Wheatsheaf II).Il, Daventry. Eventually, Sir Francis Mackenzie's brother came from 
Scotland and he and Goddard and the valet dealt with this madman. 

During the time of his nine years as Chief Constable, the County Police did not enjoy 
the approval of all the inhabitants, and at least one attempt was made to abolish it. At the Quarter 
Sessions of 1844, a petition from the ratepayers of eighteen parishes was read. It complained of 
the unnecessary expense upon the parish and stated that the Police Force had not answered the 
purpose for which it was established: on the contrary, "robberies now committed in the parish 
were as numerous as they were under the protection of the Parish Constable." Total abolition 
of the Force was proposed. 

Goddard left Northamptonshire in 1849 
after an injury and obtaineo a post as one of 
the principal doorkeepers at the House of 
Lords at a salary of £300 a year and once 
more undertook many investigations for soli- ~~ BEll" FIR E P"lA C ES 
citors and others and died in 1883. 

He certainly was a most remarkable man. 
During his police career he had visited the 
continent on duty on many occasions, also 
. Australia, America and Egypt. He must 
have been a man of great courage, initiative 
and hard work, three great qualities required 
of all police officers. 

This book is unique and well worth 
reading. I~ is the first autobiography of a 
Bow Street Runner and I can recommend 
not only those keen on criminology and 
police work to read this most interesting 
book; it will interest all. 

R. H. D: BOLTON. Made in NORTHAM PTON 

for over Half a Centu ry by 

A. BELL & GO. LTD. 
GOLD STREET . . Tel. 771 
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