
















NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND ITS RECORD SOCI~rY 

" 'Tis time to observe occurrences, and let nothing remarkable escape us : the supinity of elder 
days hath left so much in silence, or time hath so martyred the records, that the most industrious 
heads do find no easy work to erect a new Britannia." Thus wrote Sir Thomas Browne in an 
age which had witnesse~ unparalleled tumult and upheaval both in Church and State. "'Tis 
opportune to look back upon old times and contemplate our forefathers," 1 he continued, and 
certainly it is as though in times of rapid and violent change there is an instinctive impulse to save 
out of the wreck, for the benefit of future generations, the material in which the vanished past 
is reflected. The systematic care of historical records in France dates from the post-revolutionary 
period. In this country the movement for the printing and. preservation of local historical manu
scripts received a great impetus in the twenty years after the first great war of the present century, 
when there was a rapid increase in the number of County Record Societies. The Northampton
shire Society was founded in 1920.2 

THE COUNTY'S PART IN NATIONAL HISTORY. 
In no other county could there have been greater justification for this step. Sprawling across 

the heart of England, the shire has played its full part in the national story. From the day when 
William the Conqueror built himself a castle at Rockingham so that he miggt hunt the deer in the 
surrounding forest, many of his successors on the throne, including his present Majesty King George 
VI, have loved to hUnt the deer or the fox in our woodlands and pastures. (These two quadrupeds, 
in fact, have had an important influence on our local history). Royal Councils and Parliaments 
were held in the middle ages at Northampton on several occasions; the castle there was the 
.scene of the famous quarrel between .Henry 11 and Thomas a Becket; and three crusades were 
launched from the town. Two of the memorial crosses raised by command of Edward I in 
memory of Queen Eleanor of Castile still exist within the borders of the County; Edward IV's 
wooing of Elizabeth Woodville, daughter of a Northamptonshire knight, took place at Grafton on 
the outskirts of Whittlebury Forest; in the Wars of the Roses Henry VI was defeated and taken 
prisoner at the Battle of Northampton ; Mary, Queen of Scots was imprisoned and finally executed 
at Fotheringhay Castle; . at Naseby was fought the decisive battle of the Civil War. 

NATIONAL FIGURES OF THE SHIRE. 
Natives of Northamptonshire from time to time have exercised a dominant influence on 

national and even imperial affairs. Two great medireval judges, Martin and Simon de Pattishall, 
were, as their name implies, Northamptonshire men; Archbishop Chichele~hurchman, 
diplomat,and administrator,always a devout lover of his native place-was bom at Higham Ferrers; 
Burghley, Hatton, Mildmay and Fitzwilliam, that famous group of Elizabethan ministers and states
men, were all near neighbours in the north-eastern district of the shire. John Dryden and Thomas 
Fuller were born at Aldwinckle, William Paley at Peterborough, John Clare afHelpston, Henry 
Kingsley at Barnack; Thomas Percy, Bishop of Dromore, was for nearly thirty years Rector of 
Easton Maudit; William Law was a native of Kings Cliffe. Lord Althorp of the Reform Bill, 
and Lord Cardigan, the hero of the charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava, were 
county men of ancient descent; William Carey, whose outstanding achievements in India make 
him perhaps the greatest of them all, was bred in poverty and obscurity in the villages around 
Northampton. Of many of these, and of many more, documentary evidence still survives, 
in the county of their birth and upbringing. But there were other and more cogent reasons for 
the attention which historians now began to pay to our local records. 

THE HISTORY OF ENGLISHMEN. 
That" the notices of events of local importance, though beneath the regard of history (the 

italics are ours] might not be without their use to the historian in enabling him to form an estimate 
I. Sir Thomas Browne. Hydriotaphia, (The Epistle Dedicatory) A.D. 1658. 
2. The author of this article desires to thank Mr. R. B. Pugh for reading the draft 

and for his criticisms and suggestions. 

1 
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EARLY U E OF LOCAL RECORDS. 

t that I cal r c rds had alway been neglected. In the 17th and early 18th centuries 
h I had made xten ive use of such sources for various aspects of their studies. Most notably, 
ir illiam u dal the arwickshire antiquary, and his friend Roger Dodsworth had trans

cri d fr m r1 inal mo tly in private hands, an immense collection of charters and deeds 
illu trating the hi tory f religious foundations. These were printed under the title of Monasticon 
An licanum till the indi pen able quarry for every student of the middle ages. Thi~ was also 
the eriod \t,hen the great collections of manuscripts, now in the British Museum, were built up. 
In the next two centuries pri ate collections all over England were ransacked for our great 
erie f county histories "hich though strictly limited in scope and outlook, are monuments of 
riginal re earch and the indispensable framework of all subsequent local history. 

The revival of interest in local records in their own counties, f(om a wider angle than that 
of purely local history, was heralded by the foundation in 1834 of the Surtees Society, whose 
activities co ered the north of England. In its method the inheritor of the Dugdale tradition, 
in it outlook thi Society was so much ahead of its time that the candle which it lit was destined 
to bum in almost solitary radiance for three quarters of a century. Its declared and 
principal object from the outset was to print original records in illustration of" the intellectual, 
the moral the religious and social condition of the northern counties of England," 1 and it pro
ceeded to i ue year by ear an austere and magnificent series of volumes containing editions 
of o~ginal m~uscripts of. local origin\, hich. would have done credit to any nation, and which 
connnue to this day to satIsfy the most exacong demands of historical scholarship. 

The 19th and early 20~ ~~es sa\\ the birth of many other record printing socie~es, 
mo t of them on a.county basIS, ID which ~~ emphasis was largely on the needs of the genealOgIst, 
for whom translatIons and abs~c~ of ongmal ~terial too often sufficed. A high proportion of 
~olumes "~re devote~ to the prmtlng ?f (( public" records of local interest, and, with regard ~o 
local maten~ there IS O?S~ able until the e~d .of the 19th century, a pronounced interest ID 

records relatIng to the Civil ars. Letters, dianes, and memoirs, also take a prominent place. 
It was in this same period that political and social workers, desiring an historical basis for the 

I. Sunees Society, ·1; xi. 
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practical reforms which they wished to carry out, made extensive use of local records. From the 
historical standpoint by far the most important result of this approach so far has been the com
prehensive history of local administration by the Sidney Webbs and their able band of helpers. 
Their labours drew the attention of publishing societies to valuable classes of material in c~urch 
chests and the muniment rooms of local authorities. 

LOCAL RECORDS AND THE NEW SCHOLARSHIP. 
Useful in so many ways as has been the work of other local Societies, there was nothing to 

equal and very little to approach the standard set and maintained by the Surtees Society until the 
the foundation in 1910 of the Lincoln Record Society, whose activities for the medieval period 
cover the many counties forming the ancient diocese of Lincoln. By the fortunate association 
of the late Canon C. W. Foster with Professor Sir Frank Stenton the printing and editing of a 
famous series of texts of immense value to historical specialists in many fields has been accomp
lished. The critical use of charters for the history of society in the middle ages was developed 1 

with astonishing results, and local records were again used on a comprehensive scale for purposes 
of pure scholarship. " , 

THE EXAMPLE OF LINCOLN. 
The example of Lincoln served as a model for other counties. It was at the instigation of 

Sir Frank Stenton that the Northamptonshire Record Society was established, and he and Lady 
Stenton came down with Canon Foster to the inaugural meetings. The ,enthusiasm spread, 
and between the two wars many new societies came into existence, and older ones, having their 
roots well back in the 19th century, brought their practice into line ~ith the new demands of 
scholars. 

HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
The shires of England had various origins. Some represent racial districts, others bishoprics, 

others amalgamations of ancient kingdoms. Northamptonshire first emerges in the tenth century 
as a military district organised for defence against the Danes with its headquarters at Northampton 
on the Nene. But centuries before this date, one of the greatest of Benedictine abbeys had 
flourished forty miles down the river at Peterborough, and these two centres, one of military, the 
other of religious origin~ with the river as communicating link between them, were destined 
ultimately to become, one the civil, and the other the ecclesiastical capital of the shire. 

Mter the Norman Conquest, Northamptonshire, with local variations, followed the main 
course of English history. The Saxon tenants-in-chief, save two~ were driven out and replaced 
by Norman, Breton and Flemish followers of the Conqueror, who held their lands in return 
for military service. Peterborough Abbey was brought into the system and its extensive possessions 
were carved into the fees (or estates) of sixty knights. To this day the great power of the abbots 
has left its mark on the administrative history of the shire. The Abbey's sphere of influence, 
which for centuries dominated the surrounding country as far west as Oundle, became eventually 
restricted to the area still known as" The Soke or Liberty of Peterborough," which has continued 
as a separate unit for judicial and administrative purposes to the present time. 

INTRODUCTION OF WRITTEN RECORDS BY THE CHURCH. 
The religious revival of the twelfth century led to the foundation of many religious hous~s 

at Northampton, Daventry, Pipewell, Catesby, Delapre and other places, and the monks took 
the precaution to record in writing, as their predecessor~ had done in Saxon days, the thousands 
of grants of land from half an acre upwards, by which the pious among the laity from time. to time 
endowed them. 2 

The effective conveyance of property, either by gift or sale, in those far-off days, was made 
by the symbolical transfer of some physical object by the grantor to the grantee in the presence of 
I. The value of charter evidence for social history was first brought to .the notice of historians by Thomas 

Madox in his Formulare Anglicanum (1702).. See D. Douglas, English Scholars, 304-307. 
2. Some of the actual charters (as the records of thes~ conveyances were called), such as that of Simon de 
Hartwell giving land in Roade to St. James's Abbey, at Northampton, in the middle of the 12th century, 

have been reproduced in facsimile in Volume IV of the Society's publications. (See below p. 10). 
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. h act was probably accompanied by a set form of word~. In ~he case of lall:d the 
r n ~ rr d wa · usually a handful of earth, or a sod of turf, and this archaic system contmued 

ntur' a1 n id of the written record of the transaction. The laity were not slow to !ollo.w 
[ a 1 ch church, and immense quantities of charters were piled up in ~he course of time m 
rh' munim at r m of the monasteries and castles all over the county, to be Jealously gu.ardedas 

toW 0 f d ~ nee in any legal warfare which might arise as ~o genuineness of ude. ~s 
the j w f r rty develop d, so did the various types of document Increas~, as well as the SIZe 

. dividual d d which grew from the few square inches which sufficed In the 12th century, 
t rh uhf which conveyances ultimately consisted until the invention of th: type-
writ r od th implification of the law opce more reduced them to manageable prop~rtl0ns. 

THE MANOR AND ITS RECORDS. 
an rial dmini tration gave rise to another great series of records. Unfree tenants of 

r _Cl vill in ' as they were called-who held their lands" at the will of the lord and by 
t m f th man r ' could only convey their holdings to another through ~he lord of ~e 

man r and with hi c nsent. Again this was done by a symbolical act, the early history of which 
i e ut w . ch at least from Elizabethan days consisted in the surrender of a rod to the 
1 r' teward in the manor court, and its delivery by the steward to the new tenant. The record 

th an acti n wa entered on the roll of the court, and a copy given to the tenant, who was 
u ntly aid to hold" by copy of court roll," which practice gave its name to copyho.ld 

hi archaic system survived by well over three centuries the extinction of the servIle 
f the tenant with which it was at first associated, and was abolished when Lord Birkenhead's 

ut an nd to copyhold tenure in 1922. Thus, alongside the charters, court rolls 
ulated in vast numbers, for England was covered with manors. In addition to tra~sfers of 

land th roll contained all the other business of the manor coura relating to village agncu1mre, 
man ria! administration, and such execution of local justice as had grown up by prescription or 
ha n delegated to local landowners by the King. At the same time, the manorial acco~t 
r 11 ( n which d tails of the economic life of the manor were minutely recorded), together WIth 
la r t urveys of its lands, were kept from century to century and carefully preserved with the 
~t r U~. I~ pite of immense losses due to the changes and chances of our mortal life, .it may 
il una~ed. what a treasure-house to the historian are the surviving documents whic~ the 

tenur ~d cu1tl atlon of the land has left to us, informing us as they do of the everyday occupations, 
tran a on personal relations,and misdeeds of large classes of the rural population over such a 
lon riod of time. 

BOROUGH RECORDS. 
B jde rh rural organisation of society, urban life had existed from the earliest tim~, 

and orthampton was a borough before the days ofWilliam the Conqueror. The towns grew With 
the. de 'elopm~t of trade ~d commerce, and were granted privileges of self-government by 
~ou overelgns. So the life of our ancient boroughs also came to be reflected in the rec?~ds, 
hich ha\e not, generally speaking, survived in such abundance as those of the rural communttles. 

The complicated and fascinating story of Peterborough however which did not acquire borough 
. taNS until 1874 is being gradually reconstructed from rlte twelfth century by Mr. W. T. Mellows 

a noble senes of volumes based on a rich mine of original documents. Higham Ferrers and 
DavenlIJ as ell as orthampton, have very respectable collections but the ancient records of 
Brack1e ~ have torally and m steriously disappeared. ' 

THE E D OF AN EPOCH. 
After ~e o~~ Conquest~ in .spi~e o~ many changes and developments, there was i? England 

an underlymg stability and contmwty ID life and social conditions which endured until the 15th 
cen~ . Then fO.t a hundred years converging factors of divers kinds brought about the ~~n
vulSlODS out of ~ hich the modem world was born. In the Wars of the Roses the ancient nobility 
of the realm wrought its own ext~tion, and. when Leland," King's Antiquary" to Henry 

Ill, rode round onhamptonshire half a century later, he saw their ruined castles on every 
hand. Apart from the ~oyal castle of Rockingham, the shell of Barnwell and a fragment of Astwell 
are [oda' the only SUIVl OlS. 
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The discovery of the New World; the invention of printing; the sudden expansion of the 
wool trade; the influence of the Rennaissance from Southern Europe; the religious Reform
ation synchronising with a monarch of the overwhelming force of character of Henry VIII; the 
stature of the giants of the Elizabethan epoch and of' their Queen-all combined to cause such 
violent and rapid changes in the social order as were not to occur again till another cycle of four 
centuries had roll~d away. 

Mter the dissolution of the religious houses in 1535 and 1540, the ruins of the monasteries 
and abbey churches were added to those of the c:;:astles-sad emblems of a vanished past to those 
who roamed the countryside. In Northamptonshire, however, one, and that the most venerable and 
magnificent of them all, was saved by the King's decision to turn the Abbey of Peterborough 
into the Cathedral of a new see. The lands of the church, with those of the ancient aristocracy, 
now came, either by grant from the Crown or by purchase into the hands o(a new race of land
owners who had made their fortunes (as the Spencers had done) out of sheep-farming and the wool 
trade; or by the pursuit of the law (as the Brudenells and Montagus); or had received their 
estates (as the Cecils) from a grateful sovereign in reward for devoted service. 

THE NEW LANDOWNERS. 

The excellent sport still afforded by the forests of Rockingham, Salcey, and Whittlewood; 
the comparative proximity (only two days ride) to London; the fertility of its soil; the beauty of 
its scenery; and not least the excellence of its building stone were doubtless some of the attractions 
which brought the new men to the County. Not only from London but from other shires as far 
afield as Stafford in the north and Shropshire in the west they came, to ' settle alongside other 
families of local origin who had also risen to a higher status in the general prosperity. Cecils and 
Montagus, Comptons, and Spencers,' Fitzwilliams and Watsons, Ishams and Brookes, Hattons 
and Fermors, Knightleys and Brudenells, and many lesser fry, all came into prominence during 
this epoch, so that Leland even in his day could write: "There dwelleth for the most part a 
gentleman in every village of Northamptonshire," and later it was termed" the Herald's Garden," 
the " County of Squires." Before another century had passed there had arisen such a series of 
country houses, great and small, from Burghley in the north to Canons Ashby in the south, which 
for beauty, magnificence, or sheer loveliness of design and material had never a rival in any other 
English shire. Though the Knightleys have recently beco'me extinct and it is a century since the 
Hattons deserted Kirby Hall, with these two exceptions everyone of the families above-mentioned 
rep~esented either in the direct male line or on the distaff side are most happily still with us. 

THE FATE OF THE RECORDS. 

The history of the landowners has been thus dwelt on because it is of cardinal importance 
from our point of view. Their numbers, their stability, and their continuity as a class has largely 
contributed to the wealth of historical material in the county today, for when the great upheaval 
came at the end of the middle ages, the ancient records suffered neither extermination nor exile, 
but remained for the most part bound to the soil which had given them birth, and from the castles 
and monasteries were transferred to the halls and manor houses, to be carefully preserved until 
the troubles and disruptions of the present age. 

RECORDS OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION. 

But it is not ' only in the private dwellings of landowners that early records-have survived. 
As manorial administration weakened, which it did in a very sporadic and uneven manner, something 
was urgently needed to take its place. Moreover, the King desired a greater control over the local 
administration of justice. The result was the introduction of justices of the peace, this famous 
institution leadinglO the creation of a most important class of records, of which only a fragment 
has survived from the middle ages. 1 

The great reform of local government carried o,ut by Queen Elizabeth with regard to the poor 
and the highways, which was destined to survive for over three centuries, was based on the parish 

1. Chiefly owing to part time clerks who kept the rolls in their private dwellings. 
(See W. Lambard, Eirenarcha, P.38S, (1606); see helow, p. 9). 
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hi wa a £ rtunate choice from our point of view. The principal cause for the loss 
ru ti n f r rd i the lack of a proper place in which to keep them. Hence the pr,ob~em 

Ived fi r very pari h already possessed in its c~urch ~ str~n~ and secure bUl1dmg, 
lied eXlpo~ied t h ri k f fire and protected by the sanctlty of Its ong1~ and use~ wher~ the 

1 ia ti al r rd wer already housed. So here, in the church chests, wIth the pansh reglsters 
and hur hwar n) and n table accounts, were now placed the records of the overseers of t,he 

r an urv y r f highway, ur Cathedr~ls, luckily, have ~erved as even safer ~anctuar~es 
than the pari h hur he fi r the magnificent senes of records which ~any of them st11l contaIn, 
re r whi h illu trate the admini tration of the dioceses, and the hIstory of the church as 1and-

wn r fr m v ry ancient time , , ' 
ut id th re war rutin administration of parish, borough, and county, chan~es m a~n-

ulture the tat th r ad and other special needs, led to the appointment from tIme to time 
und r ct f Parliam nt of b die of men who acted as ' commissioners for the inclosure of ~he 

p cl a turn ike tru tees ,drainage commissi~ners, et~. . These bodi<:s I?-eeded clerks w~th 
le a1 kn wled and did chantable trusts, and pnvate SOCIetIes and assoC13tlOns of very vaned 
ty e .. hich cam int b ing in great numbers in the 18th and 19th centuries. They f?11:nd 
rh man they wanted in th 1 al attorney or solicitor, who not only did the work but was wl1lIng 
t b u e th rec rd f which the usual place of custody was either the strong room below, or 
th attic ab v hi ffice, hese attics in the course of two centuries answered the purpose of 
un ffi iallocal r c rd ffice, But alas ! for the history of our local civilisation, most of these records 
have n d troyed in the alvage (sic) campaigns in the wars of the present century, or were s~nt 

y the 1 rry load to the public destructor between the two wars. But the fragments whlch 
r main are f the highest ssible value for the history of local administration in the days before 

ounty Ur an and Rural District Councils with their whole time clerks took over the business of 
running the counties, but, sad to say, with no more provision for the security of the records than 
before. 

pace doe not permit more than the bare mention of the residue which time has. l,e~t ,of 
hi torica! manuscripts representing the military, commercial, educational, and social aCtiVltieS 
of our anc tor of which ortbamptonshire certainly has its fair share. But it may be remarked 
that in p r onal corre pondence between the lords, knights anq squires from the 16th to the 18th 
entury thi county is particularly rich, and it is often possible to find in one house a series of 

letter written three or four centuries ago to which the answers may be found in another twenty 
or thirty mile awa , These letters afford a most vivid picture of the county machinery at work 
in any given peri d, ' 

PERILOUS TIMES. 

The tragic and troubled years of the present century have had their effects, both good and 
bad, on local records. The disasters heavily preponderate. When the founders of the Northamp
tonshire Record Society decided to go beyond the usual scope of similar bodies, and to make 
presen ation as well ,as printing ?ne of their principal objects, they were acting more wisely than 
they foresaw at the tune. ~ven ID 192? the recent alterations in the laws relating to real pro~e!1Y 
had made redundant as eVIdence of tIde the collections of deeds which had been slowly Plling 
up in count,rY ?-0U:S~ and solicito~' o~ces. Hence large masses of these documents ~ere 
exposed to mruscrumnate destrucnon Without any reference to the interests of the histonan, 

During th~ 1914-1918 war the proces~ was gready accelerated by the demand for waste
paper for p~pmg> largely, for the productIon of daily newspapers and government forms, but 
the authonnes turned a blind eye to what was going on and the process was repeated in a greatly 
intensified form twenty-five years later. ' 

Shonly after th~ first world war ~ere ap~ed the Report of the Royal Commission on Local 
Records (1919), but Its recomm~ndat1ons ~ere Ignored. The historians were apathetic and neglect
ful of the fate of the raw matenal of therr craft, and between the two wars the destruction went 
merrily on, hastened by .the,sale of ~y landed estates, rebuilding in the towns, and amalgamati?ns 
both S:CW~ and ecclcslasncal on a ~~e scale. The losses to English history during this penod 
are qwte mcalculable. Country soliCltOrs, for example, in coundess instances, sent lorry loads 
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of the records of over two centuries to the public destructor without any attempt at sorting or 
preliminary examination. 

A TURN IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 

In 1922, however, Lord Birkenhead's Act dealing with real property (amended in 1924) 
was passed, and at long last some official attention was paid to local records. On the abolition of 
copyhold tenure, the Master of the Rolls was empowered to make provision for the proper custody of 
manorial records. Lord Hanworth, the then holder of that office, threw himself with enthusiasm 
into the task and appointed custodians in nearly every county, this Society being selected to act 
for Northamptonshire and the Soke of Peterborough. These measures stimulated tBe preser
vation of historical manuscripts in a remarkable way all over the country. Our own Society 
now holds in possession or custody for the use of students, twenty-two private collections of 
family and estate records, and a large amount of material of the greatest interest from solicitors' 
offices, in addition to documentary sources of nearly every-kind, from public and semi-public records 
to maps, letters and diaries, and even old photographs; ranging in date from the 12th century 
to the twentieth, and illustrating almost every aspect of human activity which had been reduced 
to writing during that period. 

This great collection, filling many rooms, is only a fragment of a fragment of a fragment of the 
Writings that have existed in our cOUIity since written records began. And it is right that it should 
be so, not only for questions of space and management, but because the -historian must not be . 
overwhelmed with his material. Nevertheless, much has perished which would have enabled him 
to give a clearer and truer picture of our development, and what has survived has been kept for 
purposes of official reference, or has esc;aped destruction through the blessed apathy and neglect of 
custodians. It is only in modern times that the idea has germinated that in selecting records for 
destruction some consideration should be given to the historical value with which the lapse of time 
will one day endow them. May the idea bear fruit before further losses among local records, 
especially those created in the last war, have made the twentieth century more barren than the 
thirteenth in the written sources of history. 

SUMMARY OF THE SOCIETY'S HISTORY. 
The rest of the story may be told in a few words. Such achievements as have been possible 

to this Society have b.een due to the willing co-operation of owners and custodians of records, 
to the steady support of the Local Authorities, to the most generous labours of our honorary editors, 
and last, but by no means least, to the confidence and guineas of the subscribing public. Here 
we would pay a tribute to our many out-county members both in England and overseas whose 
interest and support have given us such great encouragement. 

In the first ten years of its existence the Society's collections were housed, first at Northampton 
Public Library, then in the Borough Museum Building. In 1930 a record room and research 
library 'were opened at the County Hall, Northampton, by Lord Hanworth, where the Society 
remained for the next seventeen years, the records, however, being dispersed to the country for 
safety during the war. In 1947 the Society moved to Lamport Hall, one of the most stately of 
our country houses, where most of the ground floor has been taken on lease from Sir Gyles Isham, 
the present owner. On page 17 below, will be found Sir Gyles's histqry of the hall, which for 
generations has been the home of a family of great cultivation and scholarship. Here in the beauti
ful eighte~nth century library, scholars may find a restful and inspiring atmosphere in which to 
pursue their researches. 

Considerable use has already been made of our collections by historians and students from 
all over the country and from the United States of America, as well as by thos~ interested in the 
history of their own county and its towns and villages. The publication of volumes has continued 
alongside the work of preservation and research, and, ~ 'spite of the enormous delays and difficulties 
caused by the war and its aftermath, thirteen volumes now stand to the credit of the.Society, of 
which a detailed description will befound on pages 9 to 14 below. 

As time goes on the work develops. The manuscript collections and endowment fund are 
now held by a body of trustees, who delegate the manag~ment of the Society to its elected 
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ELIZABETHAN NORTHAMPTONSlfiRE. 

" o~pton ~e [i] ituate in the very middle and heart, as it were, of England . . . A champion 
c untrey It J .) exceeding populous and passmg well furnished with Noblemens and Gentlemens houses, 
replenis?edalso with Townes ~~ qturches, insomuch as in some places there are 20, in others 30 steeples 
~'1th plIeS or quare Towr WJthin Vlew at once." Camden's Britannia. 

THE FRUITFUL EARTH. 

, On towards the M.idlands now the Industrious Muse does make 
The orthamptonian Earth; and in her way does take 
As fruitful every-where as those by Nature which ' 
The Husbandman with Compost does enrich. 
Thus boasting of herself, that walk her verge about 
And view her well within, her Length and Breadth rlu-oughout 
11;te worst foot of her Earth is equal to their best; , 

Ith most abundant Store that highest think them Bless'd." 

Michael Drayton, Polyolbion (Song 23 

THE COUNTY TOWN. 

• '. ~ORT.J:IAMPTON: pl~tl~ situated on the Ri~er .Nyne, which' compasseth its South and West p~, 
o er , hich.lt bath tViO Bndges, a place C!f good ant19~ty, and once very large; ... yet for circuit, and falf 
b~~~ It may at ,present be ranked ~th many Clues in this Kingdom, numbring four Parish Churches 
;")thin J~ alls, which were Strongly built, b?t no~ demolished; upon the West part of which (mounted 

upon a ~) S?Ddeth a large Castle, whose gapmg chinks, and aged countenance doth dayly threaten. the down
fall of Its rwnous ails. 

It is a Town of a considerable trade; and its Market which is on Saturda' t '"or cattle, 
d . , .. r;. '" 1 th d h'" ys, IS very grea l' corn, an proVISIOns as Cl.QO .tor ea er an s oes. Blome's Britannia (1677). 

Pl..EAsANT PROSPECTS. 

In a Co~ty that in every Part of it has delightful Prospects 'tis ha d t d . hi h f them is 
best. That which shews the most of the County is in my Judgment to be r ,"0 ,edtermmH e, w c °nak d and 
craocn.· Rocks no rugged and uos"gbtl . ' . ,pre1err. ere are no e 

De.J .). ] ¥ o~tams, or vast Solitary Woods, to damp and intercept the View; 
but a ell-proportIoned, and beco~g Mixture, of Gentle Risings and Sinkings of the Earth; of Fields 
and rieadows, and Pasture Grounds, of Woods; and of Streams of Wate . thr gh th h I F f the 
County." John Monon's oruwmptonshire. r, ou e woe ace 0 
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THE PUBLICATIONS OF THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
RECORD SOCIETY. 

DESCRIPTIVE LIST. 

These volumes are on sale to members of the public as well as to subscribers to the Society, 
the latter getting the advantage of a cheaper rate. There is an extra charge for postage in each 
case. 

One or two volumes are unfortunately out of print, or nearly so. If, however, a sufficient 
number of orders are obtained to justify the expense, the Council of the Society is prepared to 
consider reprinting. 

VOLUME 1. 

QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS OF THE COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON, 
1630, 1657, 1657-8. Edited by loan Wake, with an Introduction by S. A. Peyton (1924). Price 
to members, £1 Is. od., to non-members £1 Ss. od. 

In this volume are printed the first four of the earliest surviving Quarter Sessions rolls for 
the County. During the Civil Wars .. Francis Gray, the Clerk of the Peace, was attacked by 
Parliamentary forces at Wellingborough, and taken prisoner. In the riot which ensued his house 
was sacked and the records of Quarter Sessions in his custody were taken from him, which no 
doubt accounts for the absence of any earlier rolls. 

The records in this volume deal with law-breaking, ale-houses, highways and bridges, 
vagrancy, settlement and cottage building, Popish recusants, Sabbath-breaking, unlawful games, 
archery practice, watch and ward, and many other matters, and illustrate not only the local admin
istration of justice and of innumerable statutes by the justices of the peace, but the general super
vision of life in the 'counties by the Privy Council. 

" Miss Wake prints the actual records of the justices' proceedings .............. These are 
preceded by an admirable survey of the justices' activities in the early 17th century, written by Mr. 
S. A. Peyton, and a critical and descriptive note on the Northamptonshire quarter sessions records 
by Miss Wake ........ It ii to be hoped that the Northamptonshire Record Society will continue their 
publication of what is undoubtedly one of the most valuable sources for the social and economic 
history of the later 17th century." English Historical Review. 

VOLUME 11. 

HENRY OF PYTCHLEY'S BOOK OF FEES, edited with an Introduction by W. T. Mellows, 
(1924). Price to members, £1 10S. od.; to non-members, £1 17s. 6d. (Out of print). 

The manuscript here printed is part of one of the many surviving registers of Peterborough 
Abbey, and was compiled towards the close of the 14th century. In it are traced the descent of 
the estates of the Abbey held by knight service from the reign of the Conqueror, and this inform
ation is supplemented in each qlse by full and valuable notes by the editor on the various tenants. 
The lands lay principally in the north-eastern portion of Northamptonshire, but spread also 
into Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Huntingdonshire . and Nottinghamshire. A complete set of 
photostats· of all the extant registers and cartularies of Peterborough Abbey, described in the 
Introduction, is now in Mr. -Mellows' library at Peterborough. 

" Few of the great monasteries had a finer series cif registers and cartularies than the twenty-three 
which Mr. Mellows enumerates, and (save two not known to survive) describes with a particularity 

. which will make his list extremely helpful to historical students ......... It will be seen that he had . 
a formidable task in mastering the great mass of local manuscript material alone, apart from the general 
printed sources. The results of his labour are mainly to be seen in the fullness and accuracy of his 
notes on the various fiefs, which present many knotty points of genealogy." . 

James Tait in English Historical Review, April 1928. 

9 
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~ L Ail!' /1, Ilti,w d. 
hitherto discouraged the study of the antiquities of Peter-

much t dispel that darkness." ., . 
T. F. Tout In Hzstory, AprIl 1928. 

trilv il it te execute par Pytchley avec peu de critique, le Book of Fees ~,era consulte 
c ux u'int r e la que ti n de terres et des personnes au Moyen Age. 

Revue Historique, Vol. CLXVIII, p.!!1 (1931). 

V LUME Ill. 

UB I lE &c. IN THE COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON, 
y J n Wake with an Introduction by John E. Morris, D.LITT., LITT.D., 
Y th Rv. Henry I ham Longden, and a note on the Roman and Hindu
ward ngley (1926). Price to members, £1 Is. od.; to non-members, 

.. Thi i a I ca! publicati n of unusual importance. In the first place the manuscript used is of 
much int re t ein a carefully kept book in which Sir Richard Knightley entered me!lloranda ?f 
in tructi n hich reached him either from his lord-lieutenant or from the Privy Council, orders ID 
pur uance ent n t hi c n tables or other inferior officers, lists of men, arms and equipment,. r~te 
li and ther matters' all concerned with the attempt to make the old medieval machinery for ralsIDg 
tr p fr m the c untry ide function with reasonable efficiency in a highly critical time ...... , .~ut 
the main intere t f the volume for most readers will probably centre in the introduction; dealIDg 
a it d e with rai ing u e payment organisation and control of the non-professional fighting forces 
of the c untry fr ID a peri d before the Conquest down to modem times. Coming from a so well
kn \i 'n an 3Uth rity this lengthy discussion of the subject marks a great step forward in our knowledge 
........ AIt gether a notable book.) H. Jenkinson in History, Jan. 1928. 

, At the end of the 16th, and the beginning of the 17th century, the English country gentry were 
n t only very rapidly gaining experience in the practice of local government, but were also perforce 
being brought into constant contact with the central authority .......... It is extremely important 
that the sources for the tudy of their activity should be made available, and local record societies 
can do no better work than to publish documents of this type ........ The editorial work is thoroughly 

'ell done: English Historical Review (Oct. 1930). 

VOLUME IV. 

FACSI ULES OF EARLY CHARTERS FROM NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COLLECTIONS. 
Edited rith an Introduction and otes by F. M. Stenton, F.B.A. (1930). Price to members, 
£1 IOS. od.; to nOD-members, £1 17S. 6d. 

\ost of the sixty-four charrers reproduced in this volume were discovered in the country
houses of . onhamptonshire in the first ten years of the Society's existence. Professor F. M. 
Stenton in his. IDtroductio~ ru:>-d notes draws .attention to the many important illustrations in the 
chatters of pomts of constltutlonal, legal, so~al and other interest. 

~ The fortunate acquirers of this volume ~ find ~ i.t no less than sixty-four excellent repr.o
ductlons of charters whose ~t.es ~ from th~ reIgn of William II down to the beginning of the tbir
teen~ century. Each facsimile. IS accomparued by a transcript~ a brief abstract in English, and an 
admirable commentary by the editor." 

. Afte.r discuss~g various .points, the reviewer continues :- " These are only a few of the points 
'hieh ~ght ~.r:ne mto the ~d of any reader who buries himself in this book. They are far removed 

from history m Its most sp~endid robes. Yet they are the grains of sand needed for the cement which 
may som~ day help to build. the ~reat slabs on which some artist may write the real history of feudal 
England. C. G. Crump m HistOry, Jan. 1931. 



DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF PUBLICATIONS II 

VOLUME IV, continued. 

" In what other county would a ;ystematic exploration of the muniment rooms of great country 
houses produce such a remarkable haul of early charters as Miss J oan Wake, the secretary of the local 
Record Society, was fortunate enough to find in those of Northamptonshire? They include nearly 
a dozen documents drawn up by the royal chancery from William 11 to Henry 11, examples of those 
rarities, original charters of Henry's brother William, and his son Henry, "the young king," the 
foundation charters of Bourne and Revesby Abbeys, early grants to Thorney, St. Neot's, Hinchinbrook, 
Peterborough, Nun Monkton, and the religious houses of Northampton, with many more twelfth 
century charters and a few of early thirteen century date, all of which have interest of one sort or 
another. Though most of them relate to lands in Northamptonshire itself, other counties are well 
represented, and the collection even makes an important addition to the scanty list of early West-
morland charters of non-monastic origin ..... . 

" A collection of this early date and variety well deserved the decision to reproduce it in facsimile 
as well as transcript, if only for its value in the study of charter hands and diplomatic. For this pur
pose the volume will supplement most usefully the more imposing Royal Charters in the Brt."tish Museum, 
1066-1216 of Messrs. Warner and Ellis, and Mr. Salter's Early Oxford Charters." 

James Tait in Engl£sh Historical Review, Jan. 1931 XLVI, 120. 

VOLUME V. 

THE EARLIEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSIZE ROLLS, 1202 and 1203. Edited 
with an Introduction by Doris M. Stenton (1930). Price to members, £1 IS. od.; to non-members, 
£1 5s. od. 

These rolls, which are in the Public Record Office, are among the earliest judicial records of 
western Europe. They shew at work two great lawyers, both of them Northamptonshire men, 
Simon and Martin of Pattishall. "In the early years of John's reign," writes Mrs. Stenton, 
" justices were travelling about the country continuously, but of all this activity very little evidence 
has come down to us in the form of rolls of the business done before the justices in their various 
sessions. Every scrap that survives is of the first importance, coming from the time when English 
common law was in the age of its most rapid growth." 

" The early date of these records gives them particular importance. Procedure was not firmly 
fixed .... It is therefore a great boon to scholars that they are able to study the rolls under the acute · 
and skilful guidance of Mrs. Stenton, who lets nothing escape her, and whose learning in matters 
of this kind is adequate to almost every occasion. She regards her very able introduction as a guide 
to the beginner, but everybody who is concerned with the period can learn much from it." 

F. M. Powicke, in Engl£sh Historical Review, XLVI, 287. 

" We read of market days being changed from Sunday to Saturday, of wine sold contrary to the 
assize, and of tolls levied on salt-laden carts passing through Northamptonshire ...... there is a 
wealth of references to crime and its punishment, to villeinage and its services, and to the various forms 
of legal procedure in use in the early thirteenth century." Speculum (Jan. 1931). 

/ " To read these books [referring also to Volume IV] is like looking directly back through seven 
centuries to an England, a Northamptonshire, that none of the usual history books can possibly present. 
Before our eyes there passes a long procession of barons, judges, malefactors, monks, freemen, and 
men still more or less serfs, pursuing their lawful ' or unlawful business, and revealing through these 
documents the instincts that animated them ....... The Assize volume affords a fascinating peep at the 
customs, habits and superstitions that characterised people of those days." 

Northampton Herald (4 July, 1930). 

VOLUME VI. 

KETTERING VESTRY MINUTES, 1797-1835. Edited with an Introduction by S. A. Peyton 
(1933). Price to members, £1 IS. od.; to non-members, £1 SS. od. 

These Minute Books illustrate a period of severe .economic distress after a great war, 
which offers many interesting parallels to the hard times of slump and unemployment in the 
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VOLUME VII. 
R B OK, 1602-1623, edited with an Introduction by Joan 
by the Rev. Henry Isham Longden, F.S.A. Price to members, 

£1 55. lod. 
c mpiled by Sir Edward Montagu of Boughton in the Eastern 

eri d of office as Deputy Lieutenant partly coinciding with that of 
Mu ter B k the Society published in 1926 (See Volume III ante). 

t m f rgani ing and training the local forces, together with the I?~thod. of 
ary fund y local taxation is abundantly illustrated. The admimstrauve 

a a military unit based on the hundreds and the parishes is clearly seen. 
e f th uty Lieutenants against the Papists at the time of the Gunpowder Plot 
1 ri in in 1607 again t inc10sures are described in the Introduction. 

h eneral r a r may hardly be disposed to credit that a volume with the above title could be 
in a any n el yet once embarked upon it becomes difficult to put down." 

The Kettering Leader (15 Feb. 1935)' 

cc The rtham t n hire Record Society is to be heartily congratulated on The Montagu Musters 
k A.D. 1602-1623. In an admirable introduction Miss Joan Wake tells the reader all he needs to 

a ut mu ers in order to understand the documents transcribed." 
English Historical Review, April 1936 . 

• T the local historian and genealogist and to students of military history, this book will prove 
much inter t ...... though ex professo concerned with quite other matters, it tells us more of 

th lic affairs in that county than any other published work." The Tablet. 

VOLUME VIII. 
LL! GBORO GH ORIAL ACCOUNTS, 1258-1323. Edited with an Introduction 

• Fran 1. Page PH.D. (1936). Price to members, £1 IS. od.; to non-members, £1 55. od. 
This volume has been chosen as a set book for the Honours School of Modem History 

amina 'on at Oxford. 

ellingborough "as a manor of Crowland Abbey, and it is from the Account Rolls of the her no in po session of Queen's College, Cambridge, that these accounts are taken. The 
I Us illustrate not only the mixed farmip.g carried on in this manor, but the economic inter
dependence of groups?f manors un~er the Abbots' administration, Wellingborough, for instaD:ce, 
d mg most of the malnng and brewmg for the other manors in the County, the malt and ale bemg 

nt to Crowland. 

« ~e history of ellingborough, the value of manorial accounts their structure and concreteness 
o de~ail and the method used .in compiling them, are set. forth in' an introduction, short but very 
repaymg .to the rea~er ...... It ~ to ~eful and expert work like this of Miss Page that those of ~ 

ho ~e mlerested m earl~ ~glish history must look for a clearer view of the variations of social 
conctiuons and es~te explOltanon,~at pre~ailed in different parts of medieval England, and at different 

ages of econODllC development. American Histarical R eview (Oct. 1936). 
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VOLUME VIII, continued. ' 
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" Students of medieval agriculture will be grateful to Miss Page for her second instalment of 
the ministers' accounts of the Crowland Abbey manors ...... The accounts have been transcribed, 
edited, and some of them translated, with an accuracy and scholarly care which we have learned to 
expect from l'Aiss Page." M. M. Postan in The Economic History Review, Nov. 1936. 

VOLUMES IX and X. 

VOLUME IX-PETERBOROUGH LOCAL ADMINISTRATION. PETERBOROUGH 
CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS, 1467-1573,WITH SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTS, 
II07-1488. Edited with an Introduction, by W. T. Mellows, F.S.A. (1939). Price to members, 
£1 Is. od.; to non members, £1 Ss. od. 

VOLUME X-PETERBOROUGH LOCAL ADMINISTRATION. PETERBOROUGH 
FEOFFEES' ACCQUNTS, 1614-1674, being MINUTES AND ACCOUNTS OF THE 
FEOFFEES AND GOVERNORS OF THE CITY LANDS, WITH SUPPLEMENTARY 
DOCUMENTS, 1571-1683. Edited by W. T. Mellows, F.S.A. (1937). Price to members, 
£1 Is. od.; to non-members, £1 Ss. od. 

In his Introduction (Vol." IX) to these two volumes, Mr. Mellows, formerly Tow~ Clerk,. 
and Chapter Clerk and Treasurer of Peterborough Cathedral, traces the involved administrative 
history of Peterborough from the earliest times to 1683, under the governments of the abbots, 
the dean and chapter, the churchwardens of the parish, and, finally, the feoffees of the town lands. 
The history is based on an important series of local records here published for the first time. 

" In these two volumes Mr. Mellows and the Northamptonshire Record Society have made a 
valuable addition to the growing body of published municipal records. A great deal of light is thrown 
upon the working of various types of local government machinery over a period long enough to show 
their growth and decay, as well as their complex interrelations. The local antiquarian will find here 
a wealth of interesting material, and glean valuabkinformation on very varied aspects of our history. All 
v.:ho refer to the records will be grateful for the excellent indexes provided." 

E. G. Dowdell in English Historical Review, Oct. 1939. 

" Mr. W. T. Mellows has rendered a great service to the students of national as well as local 
history by the industry, scholarship and enthusiasm which he has lavished on his two volumes ..... Such 
a collection of original material, well edited, and classified in this way, would in itself be a valuable 
contribution for local historians; but Mr. Mellows has done this work conscientiously. In addition 
to the texts he has given us generous introductions, in which he shews very clearly that he knows how 
to use the rich store of documents he has so assiduously brought together, and his exposition reveals 
how well he is equipped for the task of being the historian of Peterborough ...... the result is a real 
contribution not merely to the history of Peterborough, but to the general history of administration 
...... There is much that is of general interest for constitutional and legal historians on the early 
history of the soke and liberty of Peterborough, on the vill of Burgh, the ecclesiastical parish of Peter
borough; the churchwardens and parishioners, and on the acquisition of parochiallan~." 

(C.H.W. in) History (March, "1941). 

" Though his interests are primarily those of a constituional and administrative historian, his 
investigations will certainly provide a considerable amount of valuable material fdr economic historians." 

The Economic History Review, H. J. Habbakuk, 1943. 

VOLUME XI. 

ROLLS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE SESSIONS OF THE PEACE, 1314-1316, 1320. 
Edited with an Introduction by Marguerite Gollancz (1940). Price to members, £1 Is. od.; , 
to non-members, £1 Ss. od. 

The Session Rolls here printed were discovered by Professor B. H. Putnam among the assize 
rolls in, the Public Record Office, and are part of a series of records of sessions held before the 
Keepers of the Peace and their Supervisors for eleven Counties in the reign of Edward H. Apart 
from a mass of highly picturesque detail of the local administration of justice, the rolls illuminate 
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M -;{] cominucd. 

VOLUMES XII and X III. 
II-PETERB R UGH LOCAL ADMINISTRATION: THE LAST DAYS 

P T RB R H M NAS ERY. Edited with an Introduction by W. T. Mellows, 
F .. A. (1947). pp.civ 155 7 illustrations. Price to members, £1 IS. od.; to non-members, 
£1 5 . od. 

EXlII-P ERBOROUGHLOCAL ADMINISTRATION: THE FOUNDATION 
P T RB ROUGH CATHEDRAL, 1541. Edited with an Introduction by W. T. 

Mell ' F.S.A. (1941). pp.1xxxiii + 140, 5 illustrations. Price to members, £1 IS. od.; to non
memb r £1 Ss. od. 

Thi is the first fully documented, detailed, and authentic account written without bias,. of 
hat actually occurred at the dissolution of a great monastery and of the work of its reconstructIon 

into a cathedral. There is a wealth of detail concerning the revenues and expenses of the Monastery; 
the mona tic goods; the pensions of the monks after the suppression; and the editor breaks 
intere ring ground in his account of the lay functionaries of the monastery, several of whom were 
the founders of great orthamptonshire families. 

hese two volumes contain documents from 1534 to 1556 (with an Inventory of .1634) 
relating to the Surrender of the Monastery in 1539 ; the administration of its temporalities in the 
following two years' the establishment of the Cathedral in 1541 and its early government by the 
Dean and Chapter. The Introduction carries the story into the 17th century. 

Some important work has been printed in the publications of local record societies. Perhaps 
the outstanding example of this is Professor Hamilton T hom pson's Visitations in the Diocese of Lincoln 
1517-31 of y; hich the Lincolnshire Record Society has published two volumes out of three. We may 
place beside these the two volumes of Tudor Documents, edited by Mr. W. T. Mellows for the Northamp
tonshire Record Society: the second volume, on the foundation of Peterborough Cathedral, was 
published in 1941, and th~ first volume on the last days of Peterborough Monastery, only came out 
thi year. These nyo senes ar~ a .s~?stantial ~ddition to our knowledge of the state of the church 
before the Reformauon and dunng It. BuUetm of the Institute of H istorical Research, May, 1948. 

Les documents edites dans le present volume apartiennent aux dernieres annees du monastere, 
a la periode intennediaire et aux premieres annees qui suivirent l'etablissement de la nouvelle 
cathedrale ...... L ~uction.par l'edit~ur de ces .documents m e rite une mention speciale. L'aut~~ 
y retrace d une maruere tres succmcte des evenements precurseurs de la suppression de Peterborough. 

R evue d'H istoire Ecclesiastique (1947, XLII). 
:' The creation .of ~ew. dioceses remains a subject worthy of investigation as disclosing valuable 

parucu11l!S of ecdestasn~ Ideas and methods which ~xerted a remarkable and prolonged effect ~~n 
both nanonal. and .l~ history. The orthamptonshire Record Society is making a notable additIon 
to these stUdies '!lth Its three volumes of Tudor Documents of which The Foundation of Peterborough 
CaIlwJra/" 1541, IS the second. 

, ri:r. . T. ellows has brought to his task of editorship an unequalled knowledge of the 
manuscnpts at Pete!~rou~; he has provided? .quite apart from the texts, a very useful account 
of the processes acb.ievm~ ~ o~tstanding HennClan foundation and a general commentary upon the 
Cathedral personnel and lDStltutlons throughout the Tudor period." 

A.D.G. in English Historical Review, Jan. 1943· 



FUTURE VOLUMES 
A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF THE PRINTED MAPS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. To be edited, with an Intro
duction, by H. Whitaker. 

DIARY OF A WELLINGBOROUGH INCLOSURE SURVEYOR. To' be edited with an Introduction by ' 
Joan Wake. 

SPENCER AND HATTON PAPERS, illustrating the Administration of the County' in the Tudor period. 
To be edited with an Introduction by Joan Wake. 

THE THOMAS ANTHONY MELLOWS MEMORIAL VOLUMES. 

A Series of Documents relating to the Monastery, Cathedral, See, and Borough of 
Peterborough. ' 

The , following seven volumes" now in preparation, are being presented to the Society by 
Mr. W. T. Mellows, F.S.A., in memory of his only son, Captain T. A. Mellows, of the Special 
Force, a young man of brilliant promise, who gave his life for the Allied cause on 21st August, 
1944, while gallantly assisting to raise the forces of the Maquis at Mont de Marsan in the South 
of France. 

The whole series will be edited with Introductions by Mr. W. T. Mellows. 

THE ACCOUNT BOOK OF BROT.HER WILLIAM MORTON, ALMONER (1438-1467), with the Accounts 
of the Receivers and Obedientiaries of the Monastery of Peterborough. (Two volumes). 

RECORDS OF THE DEAN AND CHAPTER, as Lords of the Liberty of the City of Peterborough during 
the Reign of Elizabeth. 

DR. JOHN COSIN'S PETERBOROUGH PAPERS, relating to the Sequestration of the Church estates, 
and their Recovery after the Restoration of Charles 11. (Two volumes). 

RECORDS OF THE DEAN AND CHAPTER AS RETURNlNG OFFICERS, including the Fitzwilliam papers 
relating to the patronage of the Parliamentary Borough of Peterborough. 

REcoRI?s OF THE TUDOR BISHOPS OF PETERBOROUGH, including, in an Appendix, Bishop White 
Kennett's Notes of the Dignitaries of the See and Cathedra!. 

DESIDERATA. 
The Society needs the followmg books for its Students' Reference Library, and would be glad to hear 

of second-hand copies at reasonable prices. 

A. Cappelli. Cronologia e Calendario Perpetuo, Second Edition, Milan. 
W. H. Maigne d'Arnis. Lexicon Manuale ad Scriptores Mediae et Infimae Latinitatis, 1890. 

Godefroy, F. Lexique de l'Ancien Francais, 1901. 

C. Boutell. Handbook of English Heraldry, ed. by A. C. Fox-Davies, 1913. . 
Marshall, G. Genealogist's Guide. 4th Edition, 1903. 
Wagner, A. The Historical Heraldry of Great Britain. 
David Knowles. The Religious Houses of Medieval England, London, 1940. 
Thomas Tanner. Notitia Monastica. Edited by Nasmith, 1787. 
H. S. Bennen. Life on the English Manor, II80-1400. Cambridge, 1937. 
N. Denholm Young. Seignorial Administration in England. Oxford, 1937. 
Cyril Flower. Introduction to the Curia Regis Rolls, II99-1230. Selden Society, 1943. 
G. C. Homans. English Villagers in the Thirteenth Century. Harvard, 1942. 
R. E. Me~arry. A Manual of the Law of Real Property. London, 1946. 
T ! F. Plucknen .. A Concise History of the Common Law of England. Second Edition, 1936. 
B. H. Putnam. Proceedings before the Justices of the Peace, Edward 111 to Richard 111. London, 1938. 
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OPINIONS OF THE SHIRE. 
ABUNDANCE AND V ARIETY. 

PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL. 

aine Peter hath the Primacy f ali the other Apostles, so the Cathedral dedicated unto him in this 
aliens th the prec dency of all in England, for a majestick Western Front of Columel work. 

But a1 ! chi h th lately felt the mi fortune of other Fabricks in this kind. Yea, as in a gangrean one member 
1 cut ff t pr erv th r t I understand the Cloysters of this Cathedral were lately plucked down, .to 
r pair the y ther f . and am heartily glad God in his mercy hath restored the onely remedy (I mean Its 

d ) f< r the cure ther f. uller' Worthies (1662). 

Ole: Th athedral estate, seized b Parliament wuIer the Commonwealth, were recovered at the Restoration. 

F ClLITIES FOR TRADE. 

r tterance of the Country Productions there are several well traded Market-Towns within the 
unty and othe at no great Distance. The County is the great Thorow-fare from the North: It lies in 

the Trad -w y: And the farthe t Part of it is not Seventy Miles from the Grand Empory, the City of London." 
John Morton's Northamptonshire (17 12) . 

KETTERING. 

Kettering delightfully eated on an ascent, an indifferent well-built Town where there is a Sessions
ho e for the J~ti~ of ~e Pea~ of the County, this being a place where they s~metimes assemble t,!g~the~; 
IT l.arket which I on Fndays IS well frequented, and served with corn, cattle, sheep, hoggs and prOVISIons. 

Blome's Britannia (1671). 

ELLINGBOROUGH. 

t ellingborow, pleasantly seated on the ascent on a hill, and on the Western banks of the Nen a large.and 
'ell inhabited Town, which enjoyeth a good trade, it is beautified with a fair Church and a Free-S~hool; and 

~ath a ~arket on . ~esdays, which is ~ell served with corn and provisions. This place is of some note for 
Its Spnngs of medicinal water, not far dIStant from the Town." Blome's Britannia (1677). 

OUNDLE, 350 YEARS A GO . 

. prope~ little T~wne ... where there is nothing worth sight, but a faire Church, and a free Schoole 
for the JJlStrUct1on?f children, and an Almeshouse for PQOre people, founded by Sir William Laxton sometime 

:1ayor of London. ' 

THRAPSTON . 

( Thrapston seated on the ~~m banks of the en, over which is a goodly fair Stone-bridge; It is a 
pretty good Town, and bath an mdifferent Market on Tuesdays." Blome's Britannia (1677). 
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THE HISTORICAL AND LITERARY 
ASSOCIATIONS OF LAMPORT 

By SIR GYLES ISHAM, BART. 

Paper read at a meeting of the , Northamptonshire Record Society, 27th September, 1947. 

I should like to begin this talk by saying how glad I am to see such a large attendance of mem
bers of the Northamptonshire Record Society at their initial meeting at Lamport, and to welcome 
them to this place, where I hope the Society will be able to continue, and to extend their valuable 
work. This house has, in the past, been the home of pe~ple whose tastes were predominantly 
scholarly, and the genius loci should be propitious to those who now pursue scholarship in' the 
records of this historic county. I have, indeed, one regret; that my cousin, the late Rector of 
Heyford, Mr. Isham Longden, did not liye to be present today. No man did more work on the 
records of the county, and his monument is to be found in his great work~Northamptonshire 
and Rut/and Clergy . Your Secretary has written a charming memoir of him, and I feel it would 
be right at the start of my talk 'to allude to one who was borl). at Lamport, whose mother was an 
Isham, and who valued both these facts so highly. He it was who did much to interest me in the 
history of the place, and a postcard to him on any abstruse subject connected with Lamport or 
the family was sure to bring an answer that was fully documented, strictly accurate, and contained 
at least one joke. 

I would like to say I am sorry more of the house and its contents are not available for your 
inspection. I will not disguise from you the sense of shock I felt when I returned to England after 
nearly five years in the Middle East, to find Lamport Hall occupied .by Italians, whom for some 
period I had been facing on the battlefields of the Western Desert, and whom I had seen entering 

. in great numbers into captivity with no very heavy heart, comfortably installed in Lamport 
Hall, and to be informed that there was every possibility that when the Italians had returned to 
their country, German prisoners would take their place, and complete the damage and disorder, 
which, I regret to say, our own and allied soldiers had done their best to inflict. 

It was in these circumstances that your Secretary suggested that I might let part of the Hall 
to your Society. I sai~ I would be delighted if the authorities could be persuaded to release the 
building. This was done and Lamport Hall has, therefore, become your home; it will also give 
a roof to others, and even its owner will be able sometimes to sleep within its walls. Something 
has been done, but much remains to be done, and as you know, there is no more difficult time to 
accomplish such things, but I think that we may have found a way not only of preserving, but ,of 
using an historic house, at a time when such things appear to some useless anachronisms. 

LAMPORT IN THE MIDDLE AGES. 

First, very briefly, I will say something about the history of Lamport itself. There used to 
hang in the Hall a copy of a monastic Chronicle, which recorded how King John came to Lamport, IJ, 
and on August 11th, 1212, issued Letters Patent of safe conduct to Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, to f 
meet him at Chester. Where John held his court at Lamport I do not know, nor do I know if 
the Manor House then stood here-though it is likely it did-nor who were his ' hosts, though it 
may well have been one of the Trussel family, who then held it. Anyway you can realise that the 
lower part of the tower of Lamport Church once saw" the worst man that ever wore the Crown of 
England," and that you may be sitting near to the place where King John sat formerly. I mention 
this simply to show ·how few incidents there are in most village histories that can illumine 
the middle ages for us. What a patient study of the records can do is something else---:-to give a 
picture of village life in the middl~ ages, the system of culture, the building of the church, the day 
to day ~ife. Frankly I am not going to attempt that today, both because there is so much more 
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ntury, and b au e the subject desires a lecture in itse1~.. All I propose 
v 1 hi t ry f amp rt i this. The name ~amport ~as ongmally. Langport 

nly an p rt in England, there bemg one IS Somersetshire. Only 
la t uta c rr nd nt r t to put orthampton ~n my letter, at;ld the Post Office, perh.aps 

r i in a kill in th d rivati n f la e names sent It to Langport m Somerset! At the tIme 
m d y urv y WaIt r the lemin f Odell in Bedfordshire was the overlord of Lamport, 

th Mlr Cl mily h ldin it 0 him. ir P t r Malsov~r p~esented to the church of Lamport 
arly in th 13th tury but in 1242 uy Wake and his wife, IsobeI, J:1eld the advowson, and 

ap int d Richard rus 1 t the living. his introduced the Trussel ~anuly to ~amport who held 
th man r 0 adv w 0 till the y ar 1500. Elizabeth Trussel, the heIress, marned John de Vere, 

arl f c wh m the family e tate then passed. 

MING OF THE ISHAMS. 

nth 7th May 1559 J hn de Ver sold the manor and advowson for £530 to Sir Willia~ 
ell f ur ey wh Id it ix monthi later for £610 to John and Robert Isham of Pytchler, ID 

wh family it ha ine e ntinu d. he e rathe~ dry facts ~ave a certain iJ?-terest to y~ur S~clety, 
inee y ur Pr ideot de cends from the astute knight who did so good a pIece of busmess m ~he 

16th ntury and in y ur retary you have a modern representative of the Wake family, 
wh h Id the man r in the 13th ntury for a brief period, and in myself, one of your Trustees, 
th r pr ocari e f the family that has held the manor from 1560 till the present day. I can 
a1 laim io a en e to r pre ent the de Veres, since Thomas Isham married Ellen Vere, of the 
hue f Addingt n a younger ranch of the Oxford family, in the reign of Henry VII. In ~he 
16th century at f arm which app ar in the stained glass behind me-stained glass which 
wa r m v d h re fr m Pytehley Hall in the 18th century-there is a shield showing Isham, 
quarterin er. If any of your members can claim a descent from the Trussels we shall have 
unbr ken r pr ntation f the lord of the mat;lor of Lamport since early in the 13th Century. 

Fr m now n I am £; reed to rely on Isham family history, and I must make an apology for 
d ing ut if I am to explain the history of this house, and what you are to see this afternoon, I 

have n other cure. However befi re we have done with the middle ages, there is one thing to . 
which I must allude. If as I hope you have time to visit the church you will notice a beautiful 
Altar er of early sixteenth century workmanship. This crucifix was discovered during the 
constructi n f a dairy in the reign of Charles II, and was carefully preserved at Lamport Hall, 
till in 1907 it was pre ented to the church by my father. The present Rector has placed it on the 
Communion Table where my father intended it should be. The crucifix was shown at the 
Exhibition of English edirevall\rt at the Victoria and Albert Museum in 1930." I mention this 
al for another reason because It shows there was a building on this site before John Isham 
built his man~r here in ~ ~68 traces of which. are to be found in the present structure. During 
the con truC!I0~ Of additIons to the house ill the early 18th century, foundations of "some 
pompous building were found but the baronet of the day used the stone in various works on 
his property. e have no idea hat sort of a house the Trussels and de Veres had here, but 
that there was an old house we can be certain. 

ow we come to the joint purchasers of Lamport in 1560, Robert and John Isham-who 
were they? The were. the second and f<:>urth sons of Euseby Isham of Pytchley, who died in 
1546. The Ishams had mdeed held lands ill Pytchley for "a very long period. 

Robert Isham, who died in 1424, had lived there, and he was Euseby's direct ancestor. His 
coat of arms-.the s~e ~ rh:ose borne by the .first John Isham of Lamport, as shown in his portrait, 
but ~ged sm~ m thelI tIncture~appear ID the Shirley Roll of Arms in 1379, the second year 
of Richard .Il s relgn. He .held ~e tmportant office of Escheator of Northamptonshire-that is to 
say he Iecel~ed all propernes which revened to the Crown on its behalf and passed the revenues 
to the Royal Exchequer. ' 

. I do not propose to say much about the Ishams ofPytchley, but there are a few facts of general 
mte~est. They first appeared at Pytchley and were themselves a cadet branch of the original 
fanuly of Isbam, who appear as tenants of the Daundevilles in the 12th century, and of whom 
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the earliest known member Roger, was one of the first benefactors of St. Andrew's Priory of 
Northampton in the time of William the Conqueror. This Roger was the son of one Azor, who 
held land in Isham in the time of Edward the Confessor, according to Doomsday book. As 
Mr. Oswald Barron pointed out in Northamptonshire Families, it therefore appears probable 
that the family of Ish am have dwelt longer in the county than any other now existing. 

An interesting fact is that the Ishams held their lands at Pytchley by the tenure known as 
grand serjeanty, on condition, that is, of maintaining hounds to keep down the wolves, foxes, 
badgers and other vermin. Possibly the fact that their crest is that Royal Bird, the Swan, derives 
from this prerogative. It is, at any rate, ofinteresf that in-the distant middle ages, Pytchley was 
a centre for hunting, although its use was then somewhat utilitarian.. During the Wars of the 
Roses, the Ishams of Pytchley were strong supporters of the House of York, perhaps like Shakes
peare's Hotspur they felt it had been wrong to pluck down Richard, " that sweet lovely rose, 
and plant this thorn, this canker Bolingbroke." The family rose to considerable eminence when 
King Edward IV married a Northamptonshire bride, Elizabeth Woodville. Robert Isham of 
Pytchley was her solicitor general, and controller of die great custom in the port of London. 

Miss Wake has unearthed one very curious piece of family history. One Thomas de Isham 
(the" DE" was used by the family till the early 15th Century) went bail for one of the robbers 
who attacked the poet Chaucer. Whether he did this because he had a fellow feeling for the robber, 
or because he disliked Chaucer, or because he'disliked poets in general is not stated. In any case, 
it was most unlike the family at a later stage to be indifferent to literature. 

But I must not linger too long on these medireval topics, but go on to the joint purchasers of 
Lamport in 1560-Robert and John Isham. Robert was a man of some note, a priest, who held 
important ecclesiastical preferments. He was Rector of Grafton Underwood, Rector of Pytchley, 
and Prebendary of Peterborough and Windsor. As his nephew Thomas Isham recorded, he was 
one of Queen Mary's chaplains, and the Queen" willingly accepted him and was the cause of 
great credit and countenance to him during her life." On her death, he resigned his stalls at 
Peterborough and Windsor, but remained Rector of Pytchley for the first few years of Elizabeth's 
life, and at his death in 1564 left a small legacy to every soul in the parish of Pytchley. We may 
surmise, perhaps, that having been a favourite chaplain of Queen Mary Tudor, he did not 
approve of the ecdesiastical' changes introduced by her successor. His eldest brother Gyles, 
after whom I myself was named, was M.P. for Peterborough in two Parliaments in Queen Mary's 
reign. He, of course, inherited Pytchley, but dying without male issue the estate passed to his 

_ nephew Euseby, who was knighted by King James I, and who built the Hall at Pytchley, which 
later became the headquarters of the Hunt Club. His sons John and Thomas were the last Ishams 
to hold Pytchley, which was sold to the Downes family in 1632, from whom it passed to the Wash
bournes, Knightleys and eventually to George Payne of Sulby, who, it is said, in revenge for some 
ill-treatment, gambled away the lead on the roof, so that the Hall was pulled down in the 1830's. 
As is well known, the gates were re-erected at Overstone, where they still are-the last relics of a 
once great house. 

JOHN ISHAM, SQUIRE AND MERCER (C.IS2S-IS96). 

John Isham, who became sole lord of the manor of Lamport on his brother's death in 1564, 
was a man of very different type from his brother. He is the founder of 'our house of Langport,' 
and the first Isham whom it is possible to know intimately. For one thing, his son Thomas 
wrote an interesting account of him. For another thing we have his picture, which I regret I 
cannot show you this afternoon, as my father removed it when one of the tenants of the Hall put ' 
it in the attic on the ground that it was" out of drawing." John Isham, indeed, deserves a lecture 
in himself. His father gave him £5 in his will, and apprenticed him to Otwell Hill, a mercer, in 
the reign of Henry VIII. He prospered exceedingly, became three times Warden of the Mercer's 
Company, Governor of the Merchant Adventur$!rs in Flanders, and a Freeman of the City of 
London. As he directed, the crests and arms of all three bodies are on his brass at the east end 
of Lamport church. 

It will be recalled that he purchased Lamport of SIr William Ceci1. Although Cecil made a 
shrewGi bargain they remained on friendly terms, and the first letter you will see in the collection 
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I. See below, p. 29. 
2. See below, p. 30. 
3· See below, p. 32. 
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letters concerning various, legal matters (an.d particularly relating to his children's marriage) 
have been preserved. For some time he treated wit~ Sir Erasmus Dryden for the marriage to 
the Dryden Reir of his daughter Elizabeth. The marriage d,id not take place-owing to the in
sistence of the grandfather and father on their respective points of view regarding marriage 
settlements. These amusing letters formed the subject of an article in Country Life in the 1930's. 
John Isham took a considerable part in local affairs. He was knighted by King James and granted 
a baronetcy by letters patent dated 27th May, 1627, by King Charles 1. These letters are shown 
in the Exhibition. Like his father, Sir John was something of a scholar. He seems to have read 
and written Italian well. There is no portrait of him, but I imagine him ~o have been stout. 
Among the remarkable family collection of clothes-now at the Victoria and Albert Museum-is a 
beautiful Italian green silk velvet doublet which probably-from its ample waist measurements
once belonged to the first baronet. A photograph of this is shown, which appeared in an article 
on the Isham clothes in The Connoisseur, November, 1934. His wife, Judith, died comparatively 
young. Among the letters shown today is one' from her sister Anne, who married Sir Lawrence 
Washington of Garsden, Wilts., a grandson of the builder of Sulgrave. This letter is of great 
interest for it is sealed with the Washington arms, whose Stars and Stripes are thought to have 
been the inspiration of the flag of th~ United States. 1 

SIR JUSTINIAN ISHAM 1., SCHOLAR AND BUILDER (16II-1675). 

The son of Judith and John Isham was ch~istened in 16II Justinian, a name he derived from 
his godfather and uncle, Sir Justinian Lewyn, Gentleman of the Bedchamber to King J ames 1. 
He is, perhaps, the most interesting member of the family and to him in the words of one writer 
" Lamport owes its dignity and importance." He was first an9. foremost a scholar. He was educat
ed at Uppingham, then quite a new foundation, and at Christ's College, Cambridge, of which 
College his great grandfather's brotherhad been a benefactor. His tutor at Christ's was an eminent . 
man, Dr. Joseph Mede, a philosopher and newsletter writer. Dr. Mede, indeed, stayed at Lam
port with his pupil, and in one of his letters described amusingly the rather embarras.sing hospitality 
he rece~ved. He was pressed to prolong his visit, and planning to depart early one morning, 
describes how" Sir John came down in his night shirt ," to dissuade him " but in vain." One 
of Justinian Isham's fellow students at Cambridge was the son of a London Scrivener, John Milton. 
I cannot find that they were friendly, nor indeed apart from their love of learning can they have 
had much in common. In one of his letters in late,r life, Justinian does indeed allude to Milton, but 
only to reprobate his views on divorce. , He~ however, bought Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained 
when they appeared; for he was fond of poetry, and even wrote it 'himself-rather mannered 
verses after the style of Suckling. One of these poems, appears to have been meant as an 
epitaph on his mother's grave in the church, and is worth quotation, as it possesses a 
formal beauty:-

Were these cold ashes they which gave me birth? 
Were these my mother, is my mother earth? 
Earth is thy mother, 0 remember then 
How soone to earth thou must return again. 

Mter leaving the Inns of Court, Justinian visited Holland;then returned to Lamport, married 
and devoted himself to scholarship. He kept up an interesting correspondence. He was an eager 
disciple of Bacon's scientific method, and William Rawley, Bacon's <;::haplain in a letter which 
you can see this afternoon, tells him he is the fittest to continue the Lord St. Alban's great work. 
It was not to be. His first wife died in childbirth, after presenting him :with four daughters, and he 
was then smitten by a " burning sweating feaver " which left him, as he himself says". never very 
healthy." " 

By the time the Civil War broke out, his father had become very infirm. Justinian repaired 
to the King's Court at Oxford, but did not-as he afterwards told the Parliamentary 
Commissioners-draw the sword, "being ever a student." 

I. See below, pp. 30, 41 and 42 • 
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uti r d qui tly to remain at Lamport. He did not think 
th "fr quent quartering of Parliamentary Troops, my 
h R yal cau e which he had so muc.h at heart, fell at 

y . u t W till hav a bI odstained coat belonging to one of Rupert's 
tr r \- h i 'u t ha t ken r fu c in a till existent loft. T he armour worn at Naseby, 
whi h J ha clot t th u urn at A . in t n elonged to the Hanburys at Kelmarsh~ ~nd 

mi he . { d fr m chi family b 1 ng d to Fairfax'.s troops. Th~ w~r ov~r, Justlman 
r turn d e m rt. . fath rid in 1651-and was buned qw etly .at IID~lght, l~ ?rder that 
th Pr y r k urial ervi . h 0 fi rbidden might be read over him. SIr J ustlruan, as he 
n w fi r t rn und fi r hi L ic tershire estates-bo~ght i~ 16~7 at Shangt?n 

in t rh ar oetcy and under r mwell, was sev~ral times lmpn~oned. T~s, 
n t d t r him r m tw reat pr jects; a second marnage and the gettmg of an helt, 

and th r 0 tructi n hi h in th most modern style. His courtship of Dorothy Osborne, 
th u ht r f an rh r R yali t ir P ter 0 borne, has been amusingly described by the lady 
in her 1 et r t h r futur hu and. It was Macaulay, who with the true historian's instinct 
fir t drew att nti n [ rh e harming 1 trer. Sir Justinian appears in them in rather a ludicrous 
li ht. H a a wid w r f 42 \-vith four daughters. She was 24 and in love with someone else. 

urth r her family rh u t him a great match: " he hath a great estate, and was as fin~ a gentlem.an 
a ever nglan br d and the very pattern of wisdom." But Doroth~ when she met him found him 
a cc If nceited c x mb. " L rd, she wrote, " what would I gIve that I had a Latin letter of 
hi 6 r y u that he writ t a great friend at Oxford, where he gives him a long and learned character 
of m . tw uld rv y u to laugh at this seven year." But even Dorothy was not best pleased, 
when h marri d meone el e-" the spiteful man merely to vex me has married my country
woman rd L daughter; and she said once in speaking of" The Emperor," as she nick
nam d him that Temple himself" of all her suitors liked him the best." 

D rothy bome mention that he once boasted to her what command he had with Lady 
underland the beautiful widow at Althorp, and the" Sacharissa " of Wall er the Poet. Dorothy 

doubted the extent of this friendship, Sir Justinian having hinted that he might have been her 
econd husband him elf had he so chosen. However, letters at Althorp and Lamport show them 

to have been 00 very friendly terms, and her portrait (an early copy of Vandyck's at Penhurst) ~s 
till at Lamport. ndoubtedly the Althorp and Lamport families were very friendly, and this 

friendship r mained till the time of the 3rd Earl, whose Whig sympathies estranged him from the 
Ishams who remained strict Tories, and were even suspected of Jacobitism. 

Sir Justinian s second wife was a daughter of Lord Leigh of Stoneleigh, another strong 
Ro_ alist ho owed his peerage to his loyal reception at Stoneleigh, of King Charles I, when the 
citizens of Co entry shut their gates in his face! 

. ~t long after his marriage Sir J ustinian se~ about improving his property. He began by 
~ebuildi.ng the chancel of the Church: He was himself a devout high churchman, the friend and 
mdeed the supporter of several men like J eremy Taylor, whose devotion to· the Church of England 
deprived them of t?eir preferm.7nts. "My ~uilding," he wrote to a friend, " I intend to have 
grave and subsrannal thout PIctures or guildings either in walls or windows." One wonders 

hat his Puritan ne~gb~~s would have said. to anything in the Italian style, which he favoured! 
Ho~ever, ~o such inhiblOons attached to hlS work at the Hall. He first approached a friend 
DaVotd Papillon at LU?enham, ~e man who fortified Northampton for the Parliament. B?t 
Papillon suggested pulling the Elizabethan house. down and rebuilding on a new site. The archit
ect he even~ally employed ~ ~ohn W~bb, th~ kinsman and pupil of lnigo Jones. Webb's sketch
es. and dra~gs together ',Vlth ru,s yery .mterestmg letters are still preserved, and some of them you 
will s~e ~s afternoon. Su Jus~ sunply added a wing (the part of the house in which you are 
~0'Y Sltnng) to the old house, buil~ by John Isham in 1568. Part of the stables and some windows 
~lde the house are all that re~ today of the Elizabethan house, but some idea of what it was 
like can be gathered from the draWIngs of Blackemore which were done in the 18th century. 

While the.new wing as abupding, in July 1655.1 Sir Justinian was arrested by Cromwell's 
order, and earned up to St. James Palace where he was imprisoned with other Royalist gentlemen, 
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until he signed an undertaking not to plot against the Protector. This undertaking is shown this 
afternoon. . 

In 1658, he and other Royalists were arrested and incarcerated at Northampton-probably 
in the Castle, which Sir Justinian himself had demolished after the' Restoration. In a letter he 
says they were most of them suffering from" extreame colds." All through the Commonwealth, 
he kept up a correspondence with Brian Duppa, Bishop of Salisbury, who lived at Richmond in a 
house bought for him by his friend. This correspondence is of gteat interest, although political 
matters ,were best avoided. The Puritan soldiers once raided the Bishop's house and scanned a 
treatise on the passage of the Red Sea" as it had been some cabala." It is lucky they did not 
find some of the letters which the Bishop was writing to Sir Edward Hyde in Holland, then the 
chief adviser of the Bishop's old pupil, later Charles 11. But the time of trial came to an end, and in 
1660 Charles 11 was restored. The Bishop's letter to Sir Justinian and his reply.on this event are 
shown today. S,ir Justinian's reasons for not going straight to London are typical. However, the 
crowds at Northampton-he was, as he tells us " no lover of crowds "-gave him a fall from 
his horse. Sir Ju~tinian was rewarded for his loyalty by his election to the Parliament of 1660. 
This began a political phase in the family history. For the next hundred years and more, scarcely 
a Parliament met without an Isham representing either the town or county of Northampton. 

Sir Justinian, however, did not care for the dissolute Court of Charles II-he called it" an ill 
return for God's blessings "-and much of hi's time was spent with the large family, with which his 
lady provided him. He offered his eldest son £1. when he was fourteen, if he would keep a diary £. b 
in Latin. This diary was translated by my great uncle, Robert Isham, Rector of Lampoit, and 
printed, and gives a very lively picture of a boy's life in 1672. Much of their interest is centred 
on country pursuits, fishing, " tickling for carp" in the fish ponds, shooting, trapping, and even 
cock fighting, although the boy on one occasion, 'writes sadly-" This day our father forbad us 
to keep cocks," but public affairs were not forgotten, and it is interesting to le~ that the guns of 
the Battle of Solebay, in which Lord Sandwich, the Admiral, lost his life, were heard at Lamport. 

Sir Justinian's interest in s~ience has been mentioned. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society in 1663, and re-elected in 1673-one of the earliest Fellows. The Chairman on this 
occasioIl'was Seth Ward, Bishop of Salisbury, who wrote ~m an interesting letter describing the 
meetings at W ~dham College, w~ch took place under Cromwell, and laid the foundations of 
that learned Society. That earlier Bishop of Salisbury, Brian Duppa, had died in the arms of 
Charles' 11 soon after the Restoration, but he had given his friend a most interesting book-a Bible 
of 1638, which had once belonged King Charles I. This book you will see with its contemporary 
inscription, in the Library. It was 'to be expected that Sir Justinian should add to the Library, and 
he did, thus adding greatly to its value. Many authors gave him presentation copies, including 
Ben Jpnson (in his youth he had tak~n part in masques at the Inner Temple), Sir Thomas Browne, 
the author of the Religio Medici, and Sir Peter Lely, who painted pictures of his son and 
daughter. These books were sold with others in 1893, but you will see that some interesting books 
remain. A dealer has one idea of value, but equally interesting books, which, though they might 
fetch little in an auction room, yet remain and are. of note. I would particularly direct your at.ten- ) 
tion to the perfect copy of Bacon's Instauratio Magna (a first edition) of~ Sir Justinian also J... 1/':L..O. 
collected pictures to adorn his new building. You will notice that he took John Webb's advice on 
which pictures to buy, and acquired the charming Van Dyck of Christ and St. John from one 
Maurice Wase, who married a daughter of Mr. Corney, the then Rector of Harrington. The 
bill' for £24 has surviveq. FJ;'om Wase too, he bought the large picture of King Charles I on 
horseback, in the dining room. Wase's letter about ~he picture dated 1655 used to hang beside it, 
but I have not been able to trace it since the army of occupation. 1 This is a case of history repeating 
itself since you will remember that Sir John Isham complained of the " frequent quartering" .of 
Cromwell's soldiers, but Sir John 'was, as one of his neighbours complained, "ever an enemy to 
the cause of the Parliament," and the soldiers quartered at Lamport during this war were on the 
same side, and in the 'same army as its owner. 

You will notice two other pictures of great inter~st in the Music Hall (Sir Justinian's Entrance 

I. This letter has been found while this artic1~ was being printed and h~ been restored to its original position. 
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II. (1658-1730). 

His brother, who then succeeded him was a much more typical Isham: hot tempered, 
dignified, a shade pompous, devoted to his wife and family, a scholar, a follower of the chase and, 
~espite th~ family mono: "In ~gs transitary rest~th no glory," constantly aiming to conse~e and 
unpro\ e his estates. He had no WISh to be a Lord, smce he exercised far more influence as M.P. for 
the town and county of orthampton in 14 Parliaments. As a young man, he fought at least one 

1. See below~ p. 31. ~ "f-
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duel, but his mardage to Elizabeth Turnor, daughter of Sir Edmund Turnor of Stoke Rochford 
in Lincolnshire, a friend of Isaac Newton, seems to have steadied him. You will see their portraits 
in the Music Hall by Dahl and D' Agard respectively. They were also painted by Kneller not long 
after marriage. 

In 1688, Sir Justinian escorted the Princess Anne from Daventry to Nottingham, when she 
fled from her father to join the insurgent midland gendemen there under the militant Dr. Compton, 
"Bishop of London, who do~ned jackboot and pistols to oppose James 11. 

Sir Justinian took great trouble of the appearance of himself and of his followers on this occas
ion, since he was to escort the Princess Anne, afterwards his Queen. The saddle cloth and holster 
of blue velvet on which he rode were sold by Sir Charles Isham with the rest of the Isham collection 
of clothes to the Victoria and Albert Museum, but I was, through an exchange, able to re-acquire 
them in 1935, and I have lent them to the Northampton Museum, through the kindness of whose 
Curator they are on view this afternoon. 

" Sir Justinian added riothing to the Hall except the gates that lead from the garden to the park, 
the wrought ironwork of which was the work of a local blacksmith. He also pulled down the 
old Montagu Manor House at Hanging Houghton, which estate his father had acquired from the 
Earl of Manchester in "1670. The stone and woodwork from the old house .he gave to his son 
Euseby, whom he presented to the living of Lamport, for the building of the new Rectory. The 
house was begun in 1727, but finished after his death in 1730. The whole cost (over £1,000) was 
paid by the patron. The architect employed was Francis Smith of Warwick, a man about whom 
little was known till lately. Francis Smith was extensively employed in the Midlands. He built 
Sutton Scars dale in Derbyshire for Lord Scarsdale, the Georgian part of Stoneleigh, and did a 
good d~l of work at LampQrt as we ~hall see Rresendy. Letters at Lamport show that he was 4 
also working for Mr. RaY'nsford at Brixworthl(who married Sir Justinian Isham's daughter) / 
and Sir Thomas Cave at Stanford. Moreover he refronted Abington Hall for John Harvey 
Thursby. I hope that we shall eventually be able to re-instate Francis Smith in his rightful 

"position as a great builder of the Midlands. Certainly Lamport Rectory is a perfect example 
of early Georgian simplicity. 

" But before discussing Smith's further work at Lamport, we must notice the passing of Sir 
Justinian, and say a word about his family". To his wife he was singularly devoted, and at her death 
in 1714, he was prostrated with grief. He even talked of giving up politics. His remaining interest 
was in raising a monument, and you can see in the Library, Edward Staunton's design for 
the monument, and, in the Church the monument itself to this" extraordinary good woman." 

SIR JUSTINIAN Ill . (1687-1737). 

The materials for the history of the family at this period are immense. The eldest son 
Justinian, destined to become the fifth baronet, was like his uncle Thomas, a diarist, but a more 
persistent one. He was educated in Germany, at the Grand-Ducal Academy in Wolfenbuttel. 
In his diary he devoted much space to his antiquarian concerns, but he was equally interested in 
his contemporaries, and made a special visit to Alt Randstadt to see the famous King of Sweden, 
Charles XII. He saw him dine at top speed;and described the king thus-'~ He is a tall thin man, 
very awkward and ungainly, his face is not bad, he hath a large nose, good eyes, but something 
wild in them, his hair is fair, short" and standing up on end, his dress was a black crape or some 
such thing about his neck, a blue coat, with short sleeves and brass buttons, over which was a great 
leather belt with a sword that reached not-a litde way, hanging to it, his waistcoat and breeches 
were buff, he had large boots on, "and to his hat a great brass button, which dress with his air makes 
himnot very considerable." Justinian III was indeed not a very enthusiastic person. Even at 
Althorp, he admired' the staircase, but found the rest of the house, " no great matter." Possibly 
this was due to the fami~y's relations with the third Earl of Sunderland. Justinian had a post under 
the Crown; he was Commissioner for the Leather Tax. On the accession of George I, Lord 
Halif:prOmiSed he would be continued in the post, but a few days later Halifax informed him " 
that a c rtain person not proper to name had insisted on the excision of his name. "Such a piece " 
of g~ nah!..re," wrote his father, " can come from a nobody, but a neighbouring Lord." 

/ .. ~~~.,f.-,4.J: ~-,~~~tM. 
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RtHAMPT ' HIRE A T AND PRESENT 

IR ED UNO ISHAM (1690-1772). 

Sir Edmund al 0 sat in Parliament. He inherited a love ofleaming, having been Fellow and 
Vice-Pre ident of Magdalen College Oxford to which College he left £1,000 in his will, also 
his picture by Hudson which is no the only portrait hanging in the dining room at the President's 
lodgings. 

Sir Edmund and both his wives were painted by Thomas Hudson, and you will see their 
portraits in the usic Hall. Hudson al 0 repaired the pictures at Lamport, when he stayed here. 
He is known today chiefly for the fact that he was for two years the master of Joshua Reynolds, 
but deserves to be known on his own account, asa sound, if not brilliant painter, who achieved 
dignity and style in his portraits. 

Sir Edmund, hen an undergraduate at Wadham, spent a lot on his clothes, and his laundress 
compJained (( he "ears four, man times five, shirts a week, and she must have more than four 
shillings a quaner." en he rode into orthampton on polling day he wore a scarlet coat 
" for I am informed I must cut something of a figure." He sat in six Parliaments and died 
childless in 1772. 

THE LAST FIVE GENERATIO S. 

He was succeeded by his nephew, Justinian IV of that name, who was the son of the Rector 
Euseby who combined parochial duties v.Tith the Rectorship of Lincoln College, Oxford. Justin
ian s mother, Elizabeth was a daughter of Dr. Mathew Panting, Master of Pembroke College, 
whom Dr. Johnso~, 'ho ."'"as an undergraduate at the College, described as a " fine Jacobite 
fellow. Dr. Pannng s wife was a Thomton of Brockhall, where the marriage of Euseby and 
Elizabeth Panting took place. 

Sir Edmund. must have been a. rather fOI:midabl~ uncle, for his nephew concealed from him 
and even from his own mother, Elizabeth, his mamage to Susannah Barret, daughter of a city 

I. See below, p. 32. 
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merchant. Perhaps Sir Edmund had forgotten John Isham and the Mercers Company; anyway, 
when Sir Edmund died and his nephew succeeded, the latter introduced his wife and three 
daughters to his mother who wrote to her uncle, Mr. Thornton at Brockhall, that Sir Justinian 
had married" a very agreeable lady." This letter has been presented to me by the present Squire 
of Brockhall, and forms a valuable addition to our archives. 1 ' 

, Sir Edmund's widow, however, Dame Philippa, was far from pleased when her nephew and 
his wife announced their , intention of coming to live at Lamport, and took much persuading 
before she removed herself. Sir Edmund left so much money to his widow and to charity
in addition to £ I ,000 to his old College, he left £ 1 ,000 to Northampton Infirmary, 
and endowed and built the schoolmaster's house at Hanging Houghton-that Justinian and 
Susannah, who had a large family, found themselves very short of cash. In one letter, Susannah 
says they could afford no horses for their carriage, and she fears their failure to return their neigh
bours' calls will be attributed to rudeness. Sir Justinian declined an invitation to stand for 
Parliament, and spent most of his time in the library among his books, while his four daughters 
sat in the four windows, mending their stockings. His eldest son Justinian, the fifth, commanded 
the Northampton Militia during the Napoleonic War, when they were stationed in Ireland, 
where he met his future bride, Mary Close of Armagh. This lady was a woman of much force 
of character, and when she came to Lamport, 01} her father-in-Iaw's death, made many changes. 
It cannot but be regretted that she pulled down all the Elizabethan part of the house, but she 
planted the plantations which today add so much to the surroundings of the place. She was a 
strict manager, and in her day, Lamport was known as " Close Castle." Her husband was known 
as the" silent baronet," and he seems to pave left everything to his wife. Their portraits, painted 
by Sir Martin Archer Shee in 1825, hang in the Music Hall. Justinian's brothers were both clergy
men, one holding the Lamport, the other the Shangton living, and both were devoted to hunting. 
Indeed, Vere Isham, my great grandfather, the Rector of Lamport, had no superior as a horseman 
with the Pytchley, and Mr. Nethercote describes him as " kind, courteous and pleasant to all." 
The two brothers died within a few months of each other ' in 1846, in which year Lamport is 
described as a gloomy place, with hatchments over the front doors of both hall and rectory. 
The baronet's elder son, the sixth and last Justinian, inherited his father's melancholia,and did not 
long survive him. The second son, Charles Edmund, made Lamport his home for half a century. 
Like his father, he married a wife of dominating personality, Miss Emily Vaughan, daughter of an 
eminent judge, Sir John Vaughan, and his second wife, the Dowager Lady St. John. She had a 
host of relations and friends, and added largely to the house. She altered the drive, and built the 
present porch in 1862 in order to 'turn the Music Hall-where your tea is awaiting you and from 
which I must not keep you-into a ballroom for the coming out of her elder daughter. This 
lady, who married Edward Corbett of Longnor, died only this year, aged 96. 

Edward Corbett stood for Nort4ampton against the redoubtable Charles Bradlaugh on two 
occasions. He is said tO,have owed his defeat to an unfortunate speech, in which he recommended 
the electors of Northampton to use rather more soap. Had he made such a speech today, he 
might not only have failed to get into Parliament, but landed in jail ! 

Sir Charles devoted his time to his garden, and particularly his rock garden, which he made 
a famous place. He would be sad· to see it today. His other hobbies were spiritualism and veget
arianism. He was a good horseman, but cared more for gardening then fox-hunting. He was 
an absent-minded man, and ' an amusing story is tol~ that on one occasion, he was approaching 
a very stiff fence when he wondered whether his horse was a timber jumper, so, he pulled up, 
looked at the horse, and satisfying himself, jumped the fence! 

His wife's love of entertaining, her son-in-Iaw's political ambitions, and the bad times that 
set in in the '70's affected Sir Charles' income, and in 1884 Lamport was let for the first time for 
the hunting season, to Count Larrisch, whose son married the Empress Elizabeth of Austria's 
niece Marie. During the winter, the Empress was at Cottesbrooke and must often have been at 
Lamport. 

I See be OW, p. 32. 
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A OST PLEASANT SlITRE. 

"This T orthamptonshire is a most pleasant Shire~ adorned both with salutarie and profitable Seates~ 
manie and notable Sheep Pastures rich feedings for Can1e~ futile Come Groundes and lardge Feilds greatly 
inrichinge the industrious Husbandman . . . 

The Co~trie most comforta~le for Travaylers ~ot only in regard of the open perspects which are de~ght
f~ t . :a~1"annge 1~' But also 10 regarde of pI en ne of Townes~ Parishes and Villages~ which are so ~vers
allie dispersed that 1D every two or three yles at the most, is found a Place of ease to the weansome 
Tra\'ylour. John orden. SpecuJi BriLQllIUae (1610). 

THE HERALD's GARDEN. 

• The firtilitie, salutarie ayre~ pl~t.perspects and conveniencie of this Shire in all things to a g~ero~ 
and noble mynde have so allured obiline to plante themselves within the same~ that no Shire within th!s 
Realme ,can answer:e th~ like num~T of oble!llen~ as are Seated in those partes . . . No Shire within thiS 
Lande IS so plentifullie stored Wlth Gentry 10 regarde whearof this Shire may seeme worthy to be termed 
the Heralds Garden. John orden. Speculi Britanniae (1610). 

MANY EIGHBOURS. 

TORTIiAMPTONSHIRE, being a long narrow Inland County, is stretched from North-east . to South-west, 
and bordere~ on .more ~unties. then any othe~ in England~ being nine in number." [i.e. Beds., ,Bucks., 
Oxon. arwtckshire, Lelcest.ershire~ Rutland, Lmcs., Cambs.~ Hunts.] Fuller's Worthies (1662). 



ISHAM CORRESPONDENCE. 

The following letters are referred to in Sir Gyles [sham's Article on Lamport, printed above. 
The originals are in · the [sham ColiectlOn of Manuscripts. 

For the notes on Burghley's letter we are indebted to the Very Revd. Godfrey Ansthruther, O.P. 

LORD BURGHLEY to Mr. JOHN ISHAM, SHERIFF OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 1 

30th March, 1582. 

Mter my hartie commendacions. I have receved your letter by your servaunte this bearer, 
which 1 have imparted to Mr. Chauncellor, 2 being with me by occasion the same daie, whereby. 
I understand that yow can not levie such sommes of money as by writt yow were directed, for 
fynes imposed uppon my Lord Vaux, and Sir Thomas Tressham 3 for recusancy and other causes, 
by reason. of estates and conveyaunces4 'made by the Lord Vaux of his landes and goodes to his 
sonne,5 and by Sir Thoinas Tressham to one Vavisor6 a man of his toward the lawe, and another 
named L~we. 

For the which your advertisementes I do hartely thank yow, prayeing yow to make inquirie 
what landes or goodes they are that his Lordship hath conveyed to the young gentleman his sonne, 
with their names and values as yow can obtein the understanding thereof, and the lyke also of 
Sir Thomas Tressams landes and goodes. 
. And therewith also I desire to be enformed of the q1,lalities, degrees and condicions of the 

said Vavisour and Lawe, aswell for their reputacion in the countrie for welth and other accompt 
that is had on them, as also for their religion and resorting to the church, which I praie yow do 
so sone as yow conveniently maie, whereuppon yow shall receve further direction, touching the 
execution of such processe as yow have receved. 

And so I bidd yow hartely farewell. From my howse nere the Savoy, this xxxth. of March, 
1582. 

Your loving ffrend, 

"W. BURGHLEY" 

Mr. Isham, Sherif of Northampton Shyre. 

[Endorsed :-] "To my very loving frend Mr. John Isham Esquier, High Sherif of the Countie 
of Northampton." "Lett~rs from the Lord Hye Tresurer." [Fragment of seal]. 

I. See above, p. 20. 

2. Sir Thomas Bromley. 

3. William Lord Vaux of Har~owden and Sir Thomas Tresham of Rushton. Both had been arrested (among 
others) in August, 1581, on suspicion of having harboured Edmund Campion. They denied the charge, 
but refused to deny it on oath, and were committed to the Fleet. They were brought before the Star Chamber 
on November 15th, and condemned for contempt of court, in refusing to depose on oath. Both were sen
tenced to imprisonment during the Queen}j pleasure, Vauxto a fine of £I,OOO and Tresham of 1,000 marks. 
Both were still in the Fleet when this lett~r was written. • 

4. Catholic landowners often conveyed their estates to friends (re~us~t and ev~n Pro~e~tant friends) in the 
penal times, in order to evade the' fines for recusancy. The pract1ce, of which this IS an early example, 
became very common under James 1. 

5. Lord Vaux's son is evidently his eldest son Henry, then about twenty-one. 

6. Tresham's ~signees are Thomas Vavisor, his servant and reputed illegitimate son, and Thomas Law 
of Benefield, a concealed Papist, who was perhaps an ancestor of William Law, the non-juror, of Kingscliffe. 
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RTHAM T N HIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

IR AWREN WASHING ON TO HER SISTER JUDITH, 
LADY I SHAM. 1 

[Before 1625]. 
er i t r 

Wh n I wa with y u I e teem d my self verie happie in your sweet conuersarion. wi~ che 
h I nc aued f your per£ ct re ouerie of helth as also in som other comforts, of whi.ch S11lce, 
it hath pIa ed d t depriue mee, for hee hath taken from mee my tow sonns . which we~e 
vnvaluab1y de re unto mee. And which I take as one of my greatest causes of discomfort, IS 
t he re that you are falne in to your acostomed weakness. But being these are things whi~h our 

d d d th a seemeth best unto him, which wee can not withstand wee must, al 0 WIthout 
re yning ubmitt our elues to his unresistable will. 

And thus good sister resolving my self of your good mynde and most setled constancy, in 
chi resolution I comitt uss both to his mercy and goodnes, resting ever 

your trewly loving sister 

ANNE WASHINGTON 

[Endorsed:] "To my Deere Sister Judeth the Ladie Isham.' 

[Note enclosed with above letter :-] 

" A note of my Sister Isham's bookes in my hand 

Dr. Anderson's sermons 
Dr. Reynoldes' sermons 

[Holograph]. 

A Christian and heavenly Treatise of Phisicke by M. J. ( Bishop in Scotland) 
A french A. b. c. & the french Garden 
An English Exposition 
The Retume of Prayers 
The Practis of Quietness 
Mr. Boltons prayers 
The Saints Infirmities by Doctor Preston 
The Smoaking flax by doct. Sibbes 
A sermons of doctor Beleanquatt 
St. Austin s Meditations." 

[Endorsed:] "Aust. Med. 2 Doct. Cozens3 I borrowed Bacon's Essay." 

DR. JOHN FELL, DEAN OF CHRIST CHURCH AND BISHOP OF OXFORD, TO 
SIR THOMAS ISHAM, 0 THE OCCASION OF THE GREAT FIRE AT 

ORTHAMPTON.4 

(7th October, 1675). 
Deares t Sir, 

othing can be a greater comfort & pleasure to me then to see you do worthy and generous 
things, of which kind is the resentment which you express of the calamity of your neighbour town. 

1. Se~ ~bove, page 21. Judith, 1590-~625, ~ed John Isham in 1607. She was the da~ghter of Dr. 
William Lewyn. John Isham was knighted m 1608 and created a baronet in 1627. 

2. The Meditations of St. Augustine. 
3· Probably John eosin, Bishop of Durham, and Dean of Peterborough in 1640. 
4. See above, p. 20. 
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God knows we are all liable not only to that, but thousand other destructive accidents, from which 
we have no security, but from the undeserv'd favor of a gracious God. What our University will 
do I can not tell; but hope they will not be wanting in so pressing an exigence. The vacation 
and emtiness of the town, by reason of the late sickliness of it, may make proceedings not so 
speedy as else they might have bin. 

Thanks be to God we continue in ,perfect health in the College, & the physicians assure me 
the town cleers very much, so that I hope our friends may be with us without hazard or fear. 

I shall be very glad to hear that your domestic difference is well compos'd and that you have 
gained Peace, which is alwaies the best part of Victory. . 

I beg the favor that you will be pleas'd to present my most faithfull service to my lady; 
and assure hir of that which I desire you should be most particularly convinc't of, that no person 
in the world has a greater concern for the prosperity of your family in all its parts and interest, 
then has, dearest Sir, 

Oct. 7 [1675] 

Your most faithfull friend and 

affectionate servant 

J. FELL 
• 

[Holograph] 

[Endorsed .;] "To' his honourd friend Sir Thomas Isham at Lamport, neer Northampton, 
these present." 

ROBERT,2ND SON OF WILLIAM 2ND BARON SPENCER, TO SIR THOMAS ISHAM.1 .. . 
Althrope June 14 [c. 1677] 

I was extreme glad to heare, Sir, by your last that you was well, and conclude much better 
diverted in London then you can bee in the cuntry, till you bring a wife to Lamport. We reade and 
walke in the woods every day, but wee want the pleasant sound of your lute, which would make 
this walke twice as plesant. . 

I hear our neighbor Sir William Fermor2 . is going in to Flanders to divert himself, and shake 
of the ague quit[e] in the journey. . 

I thinke I can not stay in this country3 till you corn, you telling mee that it will not bee till 
the end of the terme, but I hope you have som better business keeps you there, then the business 
of the terme, but if you send mee word in a post or two, the puntuall day that you will bee at 
Lamport, I will let you know wheather I shall bee so happy as to waite upon you there, for I shall 
ha,ve business that will call mee to Windsor in a fortnight, and I must goe from thence to Hamp
shire, so.that I am afraid that I shall faile this .place in peach time, and I conclude that if any fruite 
bee good this yeare, it will be IlJ.ellons and peaches. 

I am, deare Sir, your most faithful affectionat humble servant 

R. SPENCER [Holograph] 

[Endorsed :] " For Sir Thomas Isham Bart., at the Golden Head in Lester feilds London" 

I. See above, p. 24. 

2. Of Easton Neston, about 15 miles from Lamport. This William Fennor (1648-1711) was the 2nd baronet 
and was created baron Lempster in 1692. 

3. At this period synonymous with" county." 

I 
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HAR P N R, THIRD EAR 
ANN UN ING THE VI 

UNDERLAND TO SIR JUSTINIAN ISHAM, 
ORY OF MALPLAQUET.' 

Althrop Sept. 3d. 1709 
ir 

I hav thi minut r c iv'd letter by express from Ostend with the glorious n w of an mire 
viet ry tained ov r th French Army in Flanders on Wedne day la t. Th fight began ab ut 

cl k in the morning and before noon the French entrenchments were fore'd and tw woods 
hind which they were entrench'd and in the afternoon their whole army was entirely routed. 
h furth . r particulars f thi gloriou action, we expect every minut , by another express. 

Y u will pI a e t communicate thi great news to the t wn of Northampton who I don't 
d u t will xpre their ati fa riG.n & joy, as become a town 0 well affi et d t her Maje ty & her 

overnment. 
I am ir, 

your m t faithfull humble ervant 
UN RLAN [Holograph] 

LIZABETH I HAM2 TO THOMAS THORNT N, QUIRE F BROCKHALL.3 
(17th. January, 1773). 

Dear ir 
You may be a little sur prized at my dating fr m L ndon where all my family met me on 

Monday which is something larger than you may imagine a eeret necessary to be kept I am well 
c nvinced till a late event is now bappily ctisclo ed to the mutual atisfaction of us all-in short, 
ir Ju tinian has pr duced a very agreeable Lady who has made him happy in the marriage state 

these six year and produced him five children three of whom are living, viz: girls. The 
parents whole attention ha been engaged in the care of them and now the affair is no longer a 
eeret. 

Jus: i quite another man and I don t despair of seeing Lamport resemble Brockha11 in 
domestick union and happine s. The have taken a handsome ready furnish'd house for half a 
year till the par onage at Lamport is ready which will be their chief residence. 

Edmund returns with us tomorrow to Oxford & will soon be in Northamptonshire & will 
then take an early opportunity of .. airing on his friends at Brockhall to relate further agreeable 
anecdote. I wish my brother to be inform'd first from you, Sir, as I really am too much hurry'd 
to write another letter. Business makes it impossible to wait on the Colonel & Mrs. Thornton. 

y sister we saw yesterday' she is ery well as is her girl. 
Philly & I return soon to Town, and I believe instead of accepting an invitation to my son's 

house in Sackville Street, shall go into a small one he has left, where there will be an apartment 
for Miss Thornton whene er she likes to come to town, & a most sincere welcome from 

Dear Sir 
Your dutiful niece 

ELIZA: ISHAM 

I only mean to occupy this house till m) son's term in it expires at Midsummer. 

[Endorsed :] " Thomas Thomton Esqr. 

[Armorial Seal]. 

I. See above, p. 26. 

at Brockhall, 
_ ear Da 'entry, 

Northamptonshire ;, 

. 17 January, '73. 

2. Eliza~th (daughter of Dr. l\i.anhew Panting by Mary, daughter of Thomas Thomton of Brockball) was 
~e v.;adow of Dr. Euseby Isham and mother of Justinian, the 7th baronet whose marriage is referred to 
m this letter. Edmund and" Philly" hilippa) Isham, also referred t~ were her 3rd. son and only 
daughter. ' 

3. See above, p. 26. 



FURTHER OPINIONS 
PROVERBS. 

" The Mayor of Northampton opens oysters with his Dagger." 
" He that must eat a buttered Fagot, let him go to Northampton." 

UNDER QUEEN ANNE • 

. " A variety consisting of fruitful Fields, Pastures and Glades, and of Groves and little Woods, or of 
larger W~ds intersected by Vista's and Lawns that the Eye may pass through: A Country enamell'd with. 
Brooks and Rivers, and embellish'd with fine well-built Towns [i.e . villages] ... adorned with a great Number 
of handsome Churches, of lofty Pinnacles and Spires, especially along the Banks of the River Nyne, and is 
graced with many stately Houses of Nobility, and Gentry. 

Northamptonshire in all these regards is well accomplished, And if the Eye cou'd be satisfy'd with Seeing, 
~s of any County I know, might produce that Satisfaction." John Morton'S Northamptonshire(1712): 

" 
THE CORELESS APPLE. 

" Sure I am th~re is as little wast ground in this, as in any County in England, Northamptonshire being 
an Apple, without Core to be cut out, or Rind to be pared away." Fuller's Worthies (1662). 

A GREAT CORN COUNTY. 

" This County, as has been truly observed by all who have wrote of it, is of the greatest Note for Grain 
. In fine, our Soil is as fertile everywhere as can well be desired. 'Tis duly watered, and very kindly 

answers the lab'orious Husbandman's Care and Skill. As it is not in all Places so exuberant as to make the 
People lazy and luxurious, so it is no where so barren as to damp their Industry." 

. John Morton's Northamptonshire (1712). 

MARTYRS. 

" The County affordeth no Marian Martyrs, thanks be to a good and gracious God [and] a meek and 
moderate man, David Poole, Bishop of Peterborough. 

One Martyr we had; not chargeable on the Bishop, but his bloudy Archdeacon's account; John Curd of 
Syrsam [Syresham], a 'Shoo-maker, burnt in Northampton." [In 1557]. Fuller's Worthies (1662). 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE BELLS. 

The art of change-ringing has been ardently cultivated in the County for four centuries. 

Pancakes and fritters; 
Say the bells of St. Peter's: * 

Where must we fry 'em, 
Say the bells of Cold Higham : 

In yonder land thurrow, 
Say the bells of Wellingborough : 

You owe me a shilling, 
Say the bells of Great Billing : 

When will you pay me ? . 
Say the bells of Milton C~eney : 

When I am able, 
Say the bells of Dunstable : t 

That will never be, 
Say the bells of Coventry : :j: 

Oh ! yes, it will, 
Says Northampton's Great Bell : 
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White bread and sop, 
Say the bells of Kingsthropp : 

Trundle a lantern, 
Say the bells of Northampton: 

Roast beef and marsh mallows, 
Say the bells of All Hallows : * 

Pancakes. and fritters, 
Say the bells of St. Peter's: * 

Roast beef and boiled, 
Say the bells of St. Giles' : * 

Pokers and tongs, 
Say the bells of St. John's, : * 

Shovel, tongs and pokers, 
Say the bells of St. Pulchre's. * 

* In Northampton. :j: Warwickshire. 
t Bedfordshire. 
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atif: ti n felt both in Northamptonshire and by 

The Resolution was conveyed through Mr. Somerville to His Majesty, who was graciously 
pleased to send the following message in reply :-

Dear Madam 

cc Privy Purse Office, 

Buckingham Palace. 

13th May, 1948. 

The King has been graciously pleased to receive with deep satisfaction the expression 
of gratitude and appreciation contained in the resolution passed at the Annual General 

eering of the orthamptonshire Record Society in regard to the transfer of the buildings 
of Archbishop Chichele s College at Higham Ferrers to the Ministry of Works for 
perpetual preservation. 

I am now commanded to convey through you to the Members of your Society 
an ass~~e of ~s ajesty s appreciati<:lD and thanks and to express the hope that 
these buildings will long endure to be enjoyed by the inhabitants of Higham Ferrers 
and of orthamptonshire and by all visitors to this country. 

Yours truly, 

MIss JOAN WARE, F.S.A., 

HONORARY SECRETARY, 

ORTHAMPTONSHlRE RECORD SOCIETY. 

(Signea) UUCK ALEXANDER, 

Keeper of the Privy Purse." 

Dr. Ernest Jacob then gave the address which follows on Higham Ferrers' most famous son 
Henry Chiche1e, Archbishop of Canterbury. · ' 
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By DR. E. F. JACOB, F.B.A., F.S.A. 

I have no claim to speak to you nor any pretence to accept your kind invitation today, save 
that for many years I have been interested in a distinguished son of Northamptonshire who was 
brought up in, and throughout his life remained devoted to, the borough of Higham Ferrers. As 
you know, he was the Founder of All SQuls College, where his benefaction is still enjoyed. As 
our Commemorative Prayer has it :-

" According to which Thy providence Thou hast stirred up the mind of Henry Chichele, 
sometime Archbishop of Canterbury, for the relief of the distressed and the en crease of learning 
and godliness, to found this College endowed with liberal maintenance for Thy servants." 

This foundation of All Souls was Chichele's third. He belongs therefore to the category 
of Founder-Prelates, men' who as much by their character and abilities as by their material re
sources drew round them a family of clerks capable of carrying out their masters' design. The 
foUndation of any medieval college is a strictly domestic matter, however much the royal assent 
is needed at the various stages of the process. It is done through the lawyers and administrators 
of the familia, friends and subordinates of the founder, and sometimes, as in the case" of All Souls, 
the actual physical structure, as it arises, bears a local and personal mark. I allude, of course, to 
the part taken by a ,Northamptonshire man, John Druell, in the building administration-the 
payment and accounting during the first two years; and to the highly Lancastrian selection of the 
figures portrayed in the admirable glass which was made at the Founder's directions for the library 
of the Co~ege. 

The epitaph on Chiche1e's tomb states Pauper eram natus. Was he in fact born poor, and 
what does poor mean? We must beware of thinking that the " poor scholar" is necessarily the 
scholar without any resources at all. I have shown elsewhere that the pauper scholaris is one who, 
in contrast with the nobilis or high-born commensalis, relies upon some kind of subsidy or exhibition 
(this was the medieval term) for his schooling, as most of us academics have done, and Henry 
Chichele enjoyed the benefits of an education at Wykeham's School at Winchester and at New 
College, Oxford. Those benefits, while they can be reckoned in terms of money, were also of a 
less material kind. . Books, teaching, facilities for daily worship, the companionship of fellow
scholars, are all part of an exhibition. The scholar cannot dispense with them, and he to whom 
they are given is thus relieved from spiritual and material want. If this interpretation of pauper 
is right, it harmonises with Chiche1e's resources and upbringing. His father, Thomas Chichele, 
was probably the most prominent burgess of Higham Ferrers, and Higham was a place with a 
distinction of its own. Its castle and ducal park formed an important administrative unit in the 
Duchy of Lancaster, united in 1363 in the hands of John of Gaunt. Its history has been described 
by the Rev. W. J. B. Ker. The long series of borough Court Rolls and ofhundredal documents 
have brought to light many facts about Thomas Chiche1e. For nearly thirty years he makes 
numerous appearances in the borough court as juror at the view, mainpernor, plaintiff, and in 
1381-1382 and 1383-1384 he was, Mr. Mayor, one of your predecessors. He was of sufficient 
local importance to be made on one occasion (in 1386) a collector of the subsidy for Northampton. 
There is no reference to him in these rolls after 6th October, 1391, though there is one mention 
9fhis property within the borough in the roll of 1398. He died in 140nand is ,buried in the parish 
church beneath the fine cruciform brass bearing the symbols of the four Evangelists, next to his 
second son, William, the grocer and Alderman of London. Dr. Wylie, following Heath, calls him a 
draper. There seems no certain evidence of this, but if he was a prominent burgess he was quite 
clearly in business of some kind, for the ordinary burgess of Higham in the 14th century was 
inevitably a trader of some sort. The interesting point in this connection is his marriage with 
Agnes Pynchon. The Pynchons were citizens of Lon~on and .for the most part dr~pers. In the 
13th century they lived in the parish of St. Botolph Without Blshopsgate. A promment member 

I. An address given to the Annual General Meeting of the Northamptonshire Record Society, 1st May, 1948. 
It is printed here as delivered. 
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. CmCHELE'S COLLEGE BUll.DINGS AT HIGHAM FERRERS. 
Photograph by Xational Buildings Record. Block lent by XorthamPtonlndepmdmt. 

Chichele's foundation included a Bede-house and a Grammar School which still remain in 
~e churchyard, reminding us of the similar arrangement of bede-house and school connected 
WIth the church of Ewelme. T~e collegiate buildings, however, were in this case at some distance 
from. the church, and were built round a quadrangle with their chapel. Chichele reserved the 
appomtment of the Master to himself and his successors in the see of Canterbury, but secured 
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for the College a status in the parish church by arranging that the master should be nominated to 
~he .dea.ns and cano.ns of the ~ew College, Leicester, for presentation of the · vicarage, and for 
Instltutlon by· the BIshop of LIncoln. Chichele's Register contains under the date 1430 a nomin-' 
ation by the sub-Master and chaplains of the College of two persons of whom the Archbishop 
was requested to select one as Master of the College. This man, Master Elias Holcote, was presen
ted to the Dean and C4apter of New College, Leicester, and admitted and instituted by Chichele 
as Master. At the same time the Archbishop nominated him as Vicar of Higham Ferrers. 

In the College divine service was to be celebrated daily for me good estate of Henry V, of 
Queen Catherine and the Archbishop, during their lifetime and for their souls after death: as 
well as for the souls of the King's .father and mother, the Archbishop's parents and benefactors 
and all Christian souls. The endowments came chiefly from the lands of a confiscated cell of 
St. Ouen's Abbey (Rouen), West Mersea in Essex. The formal esta~lishment of the College 
took place during the Archbishop's visitation to Lincoln Diocese 28th August, 1425 with the 
consent of the Rectors 6f the parish church. By a licence of 26th July, 1427, Henry VI allowed 
the College to acquire in mortmain lands and rents to the value of forty marks a year; and in 1434 
and 1435 further lands in Huntingdonshire and Northamptonshire were acquired. Higham Ferrers 
College was thus a. chantry, linked like Fotheringay by its prayers with the royal line. The site 
became part of the Duchy of Lancaster in 1910. For long the building has remained in a ruinous 
condition but Chichele's foundation at Oxford has heard with pleasure of the successful attempts 
that have now bee~ made to preserve the first foundation of its patron; and I am asked to 
express to you its lively satisfaction. 

The young Chichele went from William of Wykeham's School to the bishop's Foundation 
at New College, Oxford. IJe had learned his grammar at Winchester, improving on the elemen
tary ·studies which he had been given at Higham by Henry Barton, the local schoolmaster. His 
main study at New College was to be the Civil Law. He' had, taken the B.C:L. by 1389, so he 
probably came up to Oxford in 1382, spent two years or so in the Faculty of Arts and five in 
studying law. He stayed on as a Fellow till 1392, when he was ordained subdeacon in the London 
diocese, and I have suggested that he had already begun to practise law in the consistory court 
or in the court of CanterbUry. A rising clerk of ability frequently took to law rather than to theol
ogy, which tended to become more the preserve of tb,e religious in the later Middle Ages, and he 
might hope for an appointment in a diocesan registry or, if he were more gifted forensically, .as a 
proctor or pleader in the consistory of an important diocese, with the Court of Arches as his immed
iate goal. , Chichele had not to wait very long. Not a year after he had taken his D.C.L. he was 
maqe Vicar-General of Bishop Richard Medford of Salisbury, and began a ten-years' connection, 
first a prebendary, then as archdeacon, and finally as Chancellor in that diocese, residing in the 
Close during his last two years. Thence he passed into the royal service as a diplomatic represen
tative abroad from 1406-1408. He and Sir John Cheyne were sent to the Court of Charles VI, 
and to Rome, to do their best to terminate the Great Schism, by encouraging, on their master's 
behalf, the two Popes to meet and arrange a conference of resignation. Few medieval Popes 
were anxious to resign, and when it came to the point, neither Benedict XIII (the Pope from the 
land of good mules) nor Gregory XII (a saint in the pOcket of his sinning relatives) were ready 
to give up. But both· Henry IV and Gregory XII saw what a valuable man the Chancellor of 
Salisbury was, and on 4 October, 1408, Chichele was appointed to the ~ee of St. David's and ~as 
consecrated by Gregory at Siena in March 1408. He did not come home till 141 I. He was appoInt
ed one of the English delegation at the Council of Pisa, where he must have met and matched 
his wits with some of the ablest clerks of his day. 

The story of the Council belongs to general history, and we need only note that a General 
Council was a sort of European diplomatic centre b~side being a synod of the Western Chur~h, 
and that all sorts of secular business were done there m consequence. From a purely secular POInt 
poin~ of view, Chiche1e emerged from this dip~omati~ training as an expert in. the. question of the 
marrIage of Henry, Prince of Wales: for relations WIth Fr~ce and t~e termInation ~r no of the 
Hundred Years War (to speak of-it in later terms) hung upon that mamage, Henry bemg the most 
eligible young bachelor in Europe. It was Chichele's business to extraCf from Charles VI both 



N RTHAMP MlR PAST AND PRESENT 

p ibl -and th English demands were un-
n ci na ly hi h. In th y ar t me th n li h price became higher and higher, for the 

y un kin wh u ce d d in 1414 ad~ d [ it th cl.ai?: to the French thron~ and ~e sUII?- un
paid by r nce aft r th Tr aty f Br u ny. A th clvllian f the ambassadonal partIes, C~chele 
h d t put the d mand int I a1 t rm. H wa an expert I g~l draughtsman ~nd eVIdently 
a u tl and in ratiating dipl m r. By 1413 rh refi r ) wh n Archbl ho~ Arundel dI~d, there was 
n dy m n th i h wh c mmend d him if r the king as Chlchele. It did not I?atter 
th t he had car ly r id d at t. avi . hat was n t what a Welsh see was for. A bIShop, 
much m r an Arch i hop in th fiff enth e ntury, must be a man u~eful and acceptable ~o t~e 
kin . a r nality and man f affair abl t ak on equal terms with the grea.test. This dId 
n t me n that he wa n t n c rily a g d and arnest hurchman, and Chichele was em
phatically that. In n of hi pr . nt pacitie y ur leCturer has o~port~ity to st:u~~ the higher 
cl r y in their bu ine relati n hips and h ha learned that there IS no lI;'lcompanbility between 

netity and bu ine acum n. But f c ur the tw d not always co-eXlst. 
hichel wa mad Archbi hop f ant rbury in 1414. He succeeded a man whose tenure 

of the primacy had b en marked by a vigorous attitude towards the Lollards and unorthodoxy 
f every description. Archbi h p Arundel had been ince sant in his vigilance for the Catholic 

faith. H had carried hi enquiri into the University of Oxford, one section of which deeply 
resented his vi itation. He had is ued c n titutions against unlicensed preachers and unauthorised 
translations f the Bible. In rh King s ouncil he had not always seen eye to eye with the Prince 
f Wale and had given advice which led to the abortive support of the Armagnac cause in France. 

He was a trong and not always popular Archbishop, a man of aristocratic birth and proud lineage. 
hichele was of a different type. He was a bourgeois, ready to meet the customer, a negotiator, 

eeing both sides. His object was to unite rather than by taking a pronounced line to divide. 
To Lollardy he was just as much opposed as Arundel, yet in all his dealings with the sect his object 
was to educate and convince rather than to refute. He came to Canterbury not long after the 
abortive rebellion of Sir John Oldcastle had provoked the royal statute against Lollardy which 
required the co-operation of the civil authorities in taking action against the sect. He firmly 
maintained that the theological investigation and the consequent trial of such men was a business 
for expert ecclesiastical authority alone, and he utilised to the full the machinery of Convocation 
in all cases where the diocesan tribunals were not expert enough to determine the issue. 

His handling of the Lollards was merciful rather than severe. There are cases where it might 
seem that relapse (that is, the return to Lollardy after abjuration) seemed almost certain, yet even 
in these he was prepared (0 give the accused persons a further chance. But he was anxious to 
observe the law of the Church. When the head of the London Franciscans maintained that tithe 
might be given (0 poor clerks in general rather than to the incumbents to whom it was legally due, 
he reacted strongly in the interest of the beneficed clergy. He could not admit the iconoclasm of 
of the Lollards, their dislike of images or the practice of pilgrimage. The remarkable trial of a 
former Principal of St. Edmund Hall, William Taylor, who maintained that prayer should be 
given (0 God alone and not to the saints who interceded for men, shows him upholding the Catholic 
practice of intercession. Yet he was always ready to give the suspected heretic a further chance. 
There is one interesting case of a London physician who after interrogation confessed his un
orthodox beliefs. Cbichele confined him to the precincts of Maidstone College (possibly they 
had no doctor there) where he was allowed to practise and take fees; another clerk who had written 
a treatise against images he set free upon the man's undertaking to preach such doctrines no further, 
and very shortly afterwards appointed him to a living in his own diocese. . 

. A fift~enth century pr~late st~d far above his parochial clergy who were generally much 
afraid of~ and only saw him. as a. Judge; but Chichele was of a different type. He loved ability, 
wherever ~t was. fo~d. He ~d hls utmost to secure promotion for the university graduate and 
much of his RegIster IS filled WIth the record of his efforts to secure benefices for the better educated 
clerk. All the ~e. he was engaged in the major affairs of the kingdom. He had to accompany 
Henry V to CCllats m 1416 and to ~onnandy in the winter of 1418-19, where he interceded OD 

request of the clergy ofRouen for thelI beleaguered city. And here it is right to correct the impression 
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so. often deri,:,ed from his.tory books that he encouraged Henry V in the prosecution of the war 
WIth France, .1I~ order to d1vert the a~ention of th~ anti-clerical elements in the realm from attacking 
the teml'0~alit1es of the clergy. This old legend 1S now exploded, though it is certain that Chichele 
fel~ that his master had a reasonable case for settlin.g once for all the Anglo-French dispute. It is 
qwte true that he persuaded the cler~y to con~ribute handsomely to the expenses of the French war; 
but he was a man of peace, one who d1d not think that the State and State interests should be the all
powerful directive in human life. He believed in the co-operation of both " services" (by which he 
meant the Church and Sta~e) but he was far from wishing to subject the Church to royal policy. • 

Martin V accused him of putting the interests of the kin.gdom before those of the universal 
Church in his attitude towards the problem of papal provision. It was an unjust accusation. No 
man who reverenced the university as Chichele did could have been satisfied with statutes pre
venting the university graduate from petitioning the pope for benefices, and Chichele took the 
university point of view. He pleaded' earnestly in Parliament for the revocation of the offensive 
S~atute of Pro visors. He was able to emerge successfully from the struggle with the pope and from 
his own suspension in 1427 because of the overwhelming body of support given to him by church
men and laymen alike in representing his case to Rome. He was not an extreme nationalist like 
Duke Humphrey of Gloucester but an orthodox churchman who thought that the problems of the 
~hurch and State could be solved by compromise and who was prepared to use his influence 
ID the king's council and elsewhere at harmonising the differences between the two. Thus he was 
of the utmost value in keeping the peace between the extravagant claims of Cardinal Beaufort and 
the narrower poli~y of Duke Humphrey. At the same time he would urge that the law should be 
respected, and under his guidance Convocation was not slow to submit to the Council in Parlia
ment statements of grievances on points where the immunity of the clergy had been violated. 

He was above all a wise and peaceful administrator. The evidence for this lies in the t~o vol
umes of his Register, a great though incomplete record of his activity both as diocesan and as 
metropolitan. The Register for all its formal appearance is none the less a human document. It 
testifies to the efficientcy of his government and to the width of his personal influence. He inherit
ed a great administrative system embodied in the practice of the court of Canterbury and both 
judicially and administratively improved it in various directions. He selected men of the highest 
ability for its main positions. Need I say that he had at his stde the greatest of English canonists, 
William Lyndwood, first as his Chancellor and then as his financial principal? Men like Thomas 
Brouns and Thomas Bekynton, later Bishop of Bath and Wells, would lend distinction to any ' 
administration. In the administra~on of vacant sees, in the proving of wills, in all the machinery 
of metropoJitan government his regime is outstanding. How thoroughly he visited his province 
can be seen from the long record of the visitation of Lincoln diocese in 1424 and 1425 and from the 
care with which he investigated all vacancies in benefices where they occurred so as to make certain 
that the rights of the patrons were fully preserved. A good deal of the judicial work he did person
ally, and he-was constantly resident in his own diocese, not merely at Lambeth, his administrative 
headquarters, but in his own seat at Canterbury. A medieval Archbishop of Canterbury was 
generally more popular when he did not see his own cathe}iral too mu<;h, but of Chichele we know 
that his presence was welcomed in his own cathedral city, that he was a close friend of successive 
priors of Christ Church and that he was greatly respected in the city. Evidence of this comes ' 
from interesting documents still preserved among the Canterbury cathedral muniments recording 
the Archbispop's arbitration 'and award in matters of dispute betwe~n the Convent of Christ 
Church and the citizens. Relations between Christ Church and the Clty were never very g06d. 
The monks were constantly accused of encroachment upo~. city property, of forestal~ng ~ the 
market (e.g. buying fish before 7.0 a.m. and before commoili:t1es h,ad reached the ~arket 1tse~) ~nd 
other enormities. The two sides agreed to accept the Archb1shop s award and Chichele gave 1t ID a 
way that for a number of years at least seems to have been respected. 

In his Ford Lectures on the English Clergy in the Later Middle Ages, Professor Hamilt?n 
T~ompson has emphasized the educational importance of the C~antry. The Coll~ge and. 1ts 
adjuncts at Higham Ferrers had a significance only for the more rudimeqtary forms of IDstrucnon, 
though these must not be belittled: but Chichele's foundations at Oxford, St. Bemard's College 
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LINKS WITH THE UNITED STATES 

Northampto~shire is " set thick with associations dear to Americans," 1 as doubtless are many 
other parts of England, but the fact that the ancestral homes of both George Washington and 
~~jamin Franklin lie within its borders has invested the county with a very special interest to 
CItizens of the. United States. American members of the Record Society will no doubt be pleased 
to know that in Sir Gyles Isham's collection offamily records, reposing in its old home at Lamport 
and entrusted by him to the custody of the Society, is a letter from Anne, wife of Sir Laurence 
Washington, knight, to her sister, Judith, wife of Sir John Isham, knight, of Lamport, written 
before 1625 and sealed with the Washington arms. 2 But places as well as individuals can trace 
their ancestry. back to the old country. The undying local patriotism of emigrants showed itself 
in the nomenclature of many of their newly-founded towns and villages, which thus formed 
permanent links of sentiment between the old country and the new. 

Northampton, Massachusetts, according to a locai history of that city, was given its name by 
Captain John King, a native of Northampton, England. He emigrated in 1645 and, after nine 
years wandering, settled in the town which was to commemorate his affection for his birthplace. 
It would have pleased him to know that 250 years later (in 1904), a representative of the ancient 
borough in the person of Alderman S. S. Campion, attended by invitation the celebration of the 
annive~sary of the foundation in 1654 of the American Northampton. Mr. Campion was en-

. raptured with the younger city which he said compared most favourably with Northampton, England. 
" If I had wondered before," he wrote, " I could no longer be surprised at the pride with which 
Northamptonians regard their city ...... All the people appear to be well-to-do; comfortable. 
With such dwellings, with their lawns adorned with stately trees, just now dressed in spring's 
verdant glory, there is more than ~ suggestion of an earthly Paradise," etc., etc., etc. 3 

. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'S ancestors came from Ecton, a well-built village of the local stone 
five miles east of NoI1hampton. On 'one of his visits to England, Franklin made a pilgrimage to 
Ecton, searched the parish registers and saw his grandfather's tombst.one in the churchyard. This 
was in 1758. 4 ~'The notes of one of my uncles who had the same kind of curiosity in collecting 
family ane<;dotes," he wrote in his autobiography, " furnished me with several particulars relating 
to our ancestors. From these notes I learned that the family had lived in the same village, Ecton, 
for three hundred years, and how much longer he knew not . . .... on a freehold of about thirty 
acres, aided by the smith's business, which had continued in the family till his time, the eldest 
son being always bred to that business; a custom which he and my father followed as to their 
eldest sons."5 The Franklin's home was sold by Benjamin's first cousin to Squire Isted of Ecton, 
whose descendant, Lt.-Colonel H. G. Sotheby, has deposited his muniments in the custody of 
the Record Society . . The dwindling craft of the blacksmith is still an hereditary trade in North
amptonshire. The unusual and beautiful carillon of bells in Ecton Church were" put up" 
by Benjamin's uncle Thomas Franklin, who, according to the Rev. Eyre Whalley (Rector of the 
parish from 1738 to '1762), " had a natural taste and genius for musick."6 

GEORGE WASHINGTON took no interest in his forbears, but this lack has been more than atoned 
for by the enthusiasm which his fellow-countrymen have brought to their researches into the 
Washington pedigree. In this they have been greatly assisted by the lab~urs of.that extraordinary 
genealogist, the Rev. H. I. Longden, (see above,. p. 1'Z), whose mother s famIly ~f Is~. was, 
as has been said, connected by marriage with· the Washingtons. Mr. Longden begms his Htstory 

I. Anne Hollingsworth Wharton, English Ancestral Homes of Noted Americans (19I S), p·S· 
2. Printed above, P.30 • See also H. 1. Longden, History of the Washington Family (192 7), P·3· 

3· Northampton County Magazine, IV, 76, 77· -
4· A. H. W.harton~ op. cit., P.7S. . 
S. The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, (London 190 5), P·7· 
6. A. H. Wharton, op. cit., p.83. 
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Many American of le er fame trace their ancestry back to our county, and it is the hope 
of th Record . ery that in the indexe to our volumes they may find references to individuals 
wh e history th y are pur uing and in our extensive collections useful material for their researches. 

e are regretfully bound however to announce that we have neither the staff nor the 
time to undertake individual re earche , but are glad to admit searchers, whether members of the 
ociery r not \,h e application i accompanied by a satisfactory reference. Further particulars 

may b obtained from the Hon. Secretary. 

PRESIDE T ROOSEVELT'S VIEW. 
• cc To bring together the records o~ ~e I?ast and house them in buildings where they 
~ be preserved fo~ {he. use of men liVIng In the future, a nation must believe in three 
t~g5. .It must beli~ve In .the past. It must believe in the future. It must, above all, 
believe m the . capaClty of Its people 50 to learn from the past that they can gain in 
judgment for the creation of the future." . 

-President Franklin Roosevelt. 

I. This first appeared in The Genealogists' Magazine, and was reprinted separately by Mr. Longden in 1927. 
2. Copy of a let:ter of 3.0 July, 1947, f!om the Library of Congress to the Rev. M B Pendleton Rector of 

Great Bnngton, ID the Public LIbrary at Northampton, England. . . , 
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